Res. No. 224

..Title

Resolution calling for a boycott of the State of Arizona in response to its anti-immigrant legislation. 

..Body

By Council Members Rodriguez, Mendez, Chin, Williams, Jackson, the Public Advocate (Mr. de Blasio), Dromm, Mark Viverito, Brewer, Dickens, Ferreras, Foster, Lander, Sanders Jr., Weprin, James, Crowley, Gonzalez, Eugene, Van Bramer, Arroyo, Seabrook, White, Cabrera, Barron, Rivera, Palma, Dilan, Rose, Mealy and Reyna
Whereas, On April 23, 2010, Governor Jan Brewer of Arizona signed S.B. 1070, a piece of anti-immigrant legislation, into law; and 
Whereas, S.B. 1070 requires immigrants to carry alien registration documents with them at all times; and 

Whereas, S.B. 1070 requires Arizona law enforcement agents to question the immigration status of anyone suspected to be an undocumented immigrant; and

Whereas, Many suspect that this legislation will lead to racial profiling by law enforcement agents; and

Whereas, Many fear that this draconian law will be an example that other states will follow as they seek to combat illegal immigration; and

Whereas, On April 29, 2010, U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder announced that the U.S. Justice Department is considering whether to launch a court case challenging the Arizona law; and 

Whereas, Mayor Chris Coleman of St. Paul, Minnesota, directed city employees to avoid using public funds to travel to Arizona; and

Whereas, Mayor Gavin Newsom of San Francisco, California, announced a ban on travel to Arizona for city employees in response to S.B. 1070; and

Whereas, Mayor Phil Gordon of Phoenix, Arizona, declared that his city is considering filing a suit against the state, stating S.B. 1070 “unconstitutionally co-opts [the Phoenix, Arizona] police force to enforce immigration laws that are the rightful jurisdiction of the federal government;” and 

Whereas, The city councils in Tucson and Flagstaff, Arizona, voted to sue the state in an effort to prevent S.B. 1070 from going into effect; and

Whereas, Congressman Jose Serrano (D-NY) is calling on Major League Baseball to reconsider whether it would be appropriate for the 2011 All-Star Game to be held in Arizona; and

Whereas, In response to this anti-immigrant legislation, advocates and politicians from throughout the nation are deterring tourists from visiting Arizona; and

Whereas, According to the New York Daily News, New York based advocacy groups have sent a letter to President Obama requesting that he strike down the Arizona law; and

Whereas, On Saturday, May 1, 2010, rallies were held throughout the nation, including Foley Square and Union Square in New York City, to protest Arizona’s legislation; and

Whereas, Participants in these New York City rallies, in keeping with New York’s long tradition of supporting its immigrant communities, condemned S.B. 1070 and called for a boycott of the state of Arizona; and

Whereas, Cities, from Boston, Massachusetts, to Oakland, California, are calling for boycotts of the state of Arizona; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls for a boycott of the State of Arizona in response to its anti-immigrant legislation. 
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