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S.  4278 (Duane) 

                                                                        A.  6158-A (Rosenthal)   
 
 
TITLE:
AN Act to amend the agriculture and markets law and the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to establishing a New York City animal population control program and an animal population control fund; and to amend chapter 115 of the laws of 1894 relating to the better protection of lost and strayed animals and for securing the rights of owners thereof, in relation to licensing fees. 
 
BACKGROUND

This legislation would require the establishment of an animal population control program that would reduce the number of stray and unwanted cats and dogs in the City of New York and establish an animal population control fund to pay for such a program.  

According to the Memorandum in Support (MIS), this program would reduce the significant cost to the City of sheltering, finding homes for or euthanizing stray or unwanted animals. This program will encourage New York City residents who own dogs and cats to have them neutered or spayed by providing such veterinary services at a low cost. 
 According to the MIS, the program will include but not be limited to the creation clinics where such services shall be performed. Eligibility,  for low cost neutering and spaying services shall include but not be limited to any criteria including proof of income, deemed acceptable or necessary by agencies for performing the services.


Additionally, the Administrative Code of the City of New York will be amended to establish the joint custody of the City Comptroller and Commissioner of Finance an animal population control fund consisting of monies collected from the animal control program.  Monies from the fund will be used for purposes of carrying out animal population control programs for the general public and shall be paid out of the fund on audit and warrant of the City Comptroller on vouchers approved by the Commissioner of the Department of Health.  
According to the MIS, a fee of three dollars or more as determined by the City Council will be charged to individuals applying for a dog license who own of a dog which is four months or older and has not been spayed or neutered unless the owner submits documentation from a veterinarian which states that the life of the dog would be endangered by spaying and neutering. All fees collected pursuant to this provision shall be forwarded to the comptroller for deposit in the animal population control fund.  Additionally, any unspent monies garnered from dog licensing fees shall be collected and deposited in the animal population control fund to be retained by the fund.  
PROPOSED LEGISLATION 
Section one of the proposed legislation would amend section 107 of the agriculture and markets law. 

Section two of the proposed legislation would amend  the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding section 17-811 requiring the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to establish and implement an animal population control program for the City. The purpose of the program would be to reduce the significant cost to the city of sheltering, finding homes for or euthanizing animals by reducing the population of unwanted or stray dogs and cats. 

Section three would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 17-812 that would establish in the joint custody of the City Comptroller and Commissioner of Finance an animal population control program consisting of all moneys collected from the animal population control program established pursuant to section 17-811  and all other moneys from any fund or source. 

Section four would amend section 3-a of chapter 115 of the laws of 1894 relating to the better protection of lost and strayed animals and the rights of owners thereof to add to the fee charged pursuant to sections one and two of that chapter a fee of three dollars or any greater amount as determined by the City Council for any person applying for a dog license who is the owner of a dog four months of age or older which has not been spayed or neutered , unless the owner presents with his or her application a statement certified by a licensed veterinarian stating the he or she has examined the dog and found that, due to old age or other reasons, the life of the dog would be endangered by spaying or neutering. All fees collected pursuant to the provisions of this section would be forwarded to the comptroller for deposit in the animal population control fund established by this chapter. 

Finally, section five would require any unspent moneys garnered from dog licensing fees in cities of with populations of two million or more and collected and deposited in animal population control fund to be retained in the fund. 

Section 6: sets out the effective date    
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately 

