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FOR THE RECORD

My name is Ward Dennis. | am a resident of Williamsburg and serve as a the chair of
Community Board 1's Land Use Committee and Co-chair of Neighbors Allied for Good

Growth. | am here today to express my concerns about the Rose Plaza rezoning.

For years, our community has been looking for the right balance between density and

affordable housing, and we are still looking.

There are a number of fundamental land-use issues that led CB1 to vote for modifying

this proposal.

First among these is the amount of affordable housing. We have always taken the
position that 20% is a base amount, not a cap. The applicant in this case is asking not
just for a rezoning but also for a series of special permits that in one way or another
enhance the value of the project. We agree with Marty Markowitz that the applicant
should provide additional affordable housing in return for the special permits.

Our community also needs affordable housing at all levels of affordability, which is why
we stipulated that it is appropriate for the additional 10% of affordable housing to be
affordable at higher income levels.

As | said, we are looking for the right balance in all of the zoning actions we review. And
while the affordable housing is out of balance here, we do believe that the overall
density of the project is appropriate, in that it matches the density .of other waterfront
developments. Even at this density, though, there will be significant impacts on transit

and other infrastructure in the neighborhood.

We also support the applicant’s open space modifications, in that they provide a slight
increase in required open space and public accessibility within the visual corridor. We
ask, however, that the applicant be required to build out the entire street-end park at the

foot of Division Avenue.

This project needs to be made better to meet the needs of the community.
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Good Merritmg to all : . A

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to represent to you facts
and a little background of my involvement in this community
for over 35 years and in full support of Rose Plaza and ask you

to vote in favor.

| stand here before you as the representative of Roberto
Clemente Plaza Tenants Association as well as Bedford
Gardens which reside over 1200 families multi ethnic for over
30 years, advocating safe, well secured, well maintained and

affordable housing.

In both places the waiting list for 1-2 bedrooms in the current
vacant ratio will take an external applicant over 10 years to
get in, not to mention the long waiting list of NYCHA.

At a time in this economy crises, jobs and affordable housing
is so desperately needed, here in the
Williamsburg/Greenpoint waterfront rezoning we have
according to New York Magazine and the NY Times 57-67
construction sites on hold for various reasons which leaves a
total of over 20-30,000 jobs that are not there.

We have yet to find a solution of how to boost the economy,
create jobs and get the affordable housing, BUT at the same
time in today’s reports there will be no more section 8
vouchers given to the poor and needy.



FOR THE RECORD

Living rock throwing distance for the proposed Rose Plaza
Site, | urge, plead and beg this committee not to fall for
political correctness or for any political pressure and approve
this site.

At the end of the day this committee will have to answer not
only to themselves on why it voted down this plan, but it will
also has to know that it’s playing with fire, with people lives
and jobs and with the future of the entire waterfront rezoning.

Changing the rules in the middle of the game is not the way it’s
played in the legal system, the opposition of this plan is now
based on the 20% that was approved by the entire City Council
and even if an additional 5-10% should be added, it will be the
size of the units that will become and issue.

Based on the last approval of the land use committee on the
Broadway Triangle where 31 acre’s of city land we heard that
800 affordable units will be allocated, it is HPD’s presentation
in court that only 448 affordable units will be committed on city
owned land.

Now just calculate how much affordable of a private developer
has to give on 3.8 acre.

Thank You |

T eate fEAAHAM

"

1 (,f%//(/
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build a new home, take into consideration the density of this already built up
area, the nature of the. existing structures, the harrow one way streets and
the steep slope of the hillside.

Thank you.



Jeremy Dawson
475 Kent Ave #1106

FOR THE RECORD Brooklyn NY 11211
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April 4, 2010
To the members of the City Council,

My name is Jeremy Dawson and | am a resident of 475 Kent Avenue, across the street
from the proposed development on the Kent waterfont and am vigorously opposed to
the idea of granting rezoning and “greenlighting” the project,

I second many of the concerns expressed by other area residents about the ability of this
developer to pull off this project financially and safely, and firmly believe that this
project represents unnecessary development at this time.

I have lived in Williamsburg for eighteen years and have seen it grow and change and
develop. Bedford Avenue on the Northside is a far cry from what it once was and there
are many new condos and developments stretching up into Greenpoint and east toward
Bushwick. But in those areas this has gone hand in hand with an evolution in the
community. This is part of what has always made New York a dynamic city. Groups of
immigrants or artists or whomever populate an area, bringing with them their aesthetic
and customs and cuisine and gradually reinvent it.

ButTam curious how many of you have actualiy been to this site and walked down Kent
avenue or around this specific in recent years. If you have not I don’t believe you can
fairly vote on this provision. The waterfront, and this area South of Broadway are
different than the northside. In my observation, the people who these projects are
geared toward are not moving here because they want to live on this desolate stretch of
Kent Avenue, they are coming because they want to live in a new shiny tall building
with a view that is close to Manhattan. Sure there will be some short term boom in
construction jobs but these residents, unlike the people of the “softer” gentrification of
the northside, are not planning to open boutiques and restaurants down the road and
build the community, they are planning to commute in and out of their buildings to their
jobs in other piaces.

Schaeffers landing, just up the street from this proposed site, has a water taxj to wall
street, an underground parking lot and a shuttle bus that goes up the mile and a half to
the Bedford avenue subway stop. The commercial spaces in the building sit empty (as
do the spaces in almost all the developments along kent even on the northside) and |
almost never see a person walk in or out of the the massive tower. To me this represents
what this unnecessary development will become - a luxury ghettoization of the
waterfront that gives nothing back to its neighbors.

lurge you to vote against this rezoning measure as something that will be BAD for the
neighborhood. Shortsighted development is not good for Brooklyn in the long run. The
areas of Brocklyn that are now shining - Carroll Gardens, Ft. Green, Williamsburg
Northside etc were all “redeveloped” in a slower more organic fashion, not in a sterile
and impersonal fashion that will provide NOTHING to the community and area.

Sincerely

Jeremy Dawson
917-806-5900



FOR THE RECORD
April 7, 2010

Bill Nogosek
475 Kent Ave #409

I am against the Rose Plaza Development.
I." The neighborhood needs more affordable housing.

2. The developer has no credibility, allowing him to develop is risky
3. The era of luxury development is over, we do not need more luxury development
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Testimony

April 6. 2010
To the

Subcommittee on Zoning & Franchises of the New York City Council of the Residential
Streetscape Preservation Text Amendment

By Seema Agnani, Executive Director, Chhaya Community Development Corporation

Good morning to Chair Weprin and members of the Sub-Committee. My name is Seema
Agnani. I am the Executive Director of Chhaya Community Development Corporation,
based in Queens, New York. Thank you for this opportunity to speak to the proposed text
amendment.

I am hear to today to urge the City Council to oppose the parking requirement section
(25-211) of this amendment — which we feel will serve as an impediment to the creation of
more affordable housing in the City — particularly in communities where it is most direly
needed. Recognizing the need to plan for growth and development, there is also a need to
acknowledge that many of the homes in R3 and R4 districts hold the potential of the creation
of more affordable housing using a cost-effective and efficient approach — utilizing the
existing housing stock.

In areas such as those where Chhaya works — Jackson Heights, Briarwood and Jamaica,
Queens requiring a new parking space for every unit would in fact discourage the legal
conversion of homes. This is, in fact, contrary to what we feel is the best approach to these
communities where many live in informal housing.

In its work as a HUD Certified housing counseling agency, Chhaya CDC has been working
hard to assist owners at risk of foreclosure and to prevent devastation of many communities.
In this context, many are looking at adding accessory units to homes to increase income.
This will help to stabilize neighborhoods by keeping more owners in their homes. Placing

" any additional burden on home owners at a time when they are in need of support, not only
puts the individual home at-risk, but more importantly the broader neighborhood housing
stock is destabalized. We feel a more appropriate approach is to work with owners to bring
units up to code legally, enabling for planning for increased traffic and neighborhood
infrastructure.

I want to thank the Council and subcommittee for this opportunity and hope we can continue
to work together to create solutions that will improve the quality of life of all New Yorkers
and keep our communities thriving,



Pratt Center

for Community Development

Testimony by Elena Conte to
Subcommittee on Zoning & Franchises of the New York City Council
Residential Streetscape Preservation Text Amendment
April 7, 2010

Thank you for the opportunity fo testify on this seemingly obscure but ultimately very significant proposed
change. The Pratt Center for Community Development has a 45 year history of providing technical
assistance fo moderate income communities to assist them in the realization of their plans for their own
communities, in line with the mission of creating a more sustainable, just and equitable City.

With full acknowledgement of the work of the Depariment of City Planning (DCP), the City Council and the
attempt to balance multiple interests that the proposed zone text amendment embodies, we respectfully
but strongly urge that the amendment not advance. Despite the effort and many of the worthy goals that
it attempts to address, the proposed change fails to strike the proper balance and ultimately would both
1) create barriers to the creation of affordable housing in multiple ways and 2) prematurely enact a
significant parking policy change in advance of a comprehensive analysis that is currently underway.

By requiring a new parking space for a new dwelling unit created in an existing residence in R3 and R4
districts, the proposed amendment erects a significant barrier to the creation of new units in these zones.
Currently, informal conversions of a safe space within one- and two-family homes to o rental unit are
commonplace, but existing burdens to the legal conversion of these units are most often prohibitive to their
achieving official status. Yet because these units provide badly-needed income fo struggling homeowners
as well as provide safe and affordable units in the face of immense citywide need, there is strong interest
and demand by owners for assistance through the formalization process that would bring compliance with
fire and entrance/exit requirements. It is in the City’s interest that unnecessary barriers to formalizing
these units be removed, so that their safety can be ensured, the population can be more accurately
counted and services better provided for, whether they may be sanitation, schools, emergency services or
more. Instead of reducing these barriers, the proposal would create a new one, effectively increasing the
pressure that creates the informal and unregulated housing that harms tenants, owners and communities
alike.

Furthermore, this sume parking requirement may influence building patterns to preference detached
housing over attached or semi-detached housing, in order to accommodate space on the lot for parking.
This runs counter fo the widely accepted principles of smart growth which require us fo encourage denser
and more energy efficient housing development.

From an even broader perspective, it is unclear why these substantial changes to parking ratios are being
pursued while DCP’s citywide parking demand analysis is currently underway. Since that effort is intended
to provide a comprehensive view of City needs that would inform local policies, it seems premature to
enact this or other rezonings/zone text amendments that will impact parking policy in ¢ major way before
that study is finished and digested.

379 DeKalb Avenue « 2™ floor « Brooklyn, NY 11205
T 718.6346.3486 « F 718.636.3709 « www.praticenter.net



In light of these considerations, as well as the fact that virtually none of the stakeholders that would be
impacted by the adverse housing and transportation consequences of this amendment have had the
meaningful opportunity to fully evaluate it and weigh in, we urge the Council:

s 1o oppose the zone text resolution at this time,

* to await and review the results of the comprehensive study on parking demand that is underway at
Depariment of City Planning and
® to work with DCP and a broader set of constituents — including community-based organizations
working on issues of affordable housing and non-profit organizations working on transportation
and land-use issues — to craft a proposal that:
o addresses the aesthetic and environmental considerations the proposed zone fext is
attempting to treat,
o but that does so in synch with comprehensive city parking policies and without creating
barriers to improving and increasing the City’s affordable housing stock.

We applaud many of the intenfions behind this proposed zoning text amendment and would welcome the
opportunity to collaborate with the Council and DCP to craft a more appropriate pathway toward their
realization, while protecting and enhancing opportunities for the creation of affordable housing and
sensible transportation policies. Thank you for your time and careful attention to the serious unintended
consequences of this proposal.
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Testimony
of Sarah Watson, Policy Analyst,

Citizens Housing & Planning Council, to the
Subcommittee on Zoning & Franchises of the New York City Council
on the Residential Strectscape Preservation text amendment

| April 7,2010

Good morning Chair Weprin and members of the subcommittee. My name is Sarah Watson. I am
Policy Analyst at Citizens Housing & Planning Council. Thank you for the opportunity to testify
on this important issue.

CHPC previously submirted comments to the City Planning Commission on this matter, and
we’re happy that CPC responded by exempting NYCHA properties from the addicional
prohibition on removing parking spaces that would exceed the current zoning’s restrictions and
would have further restricted NYCHA's infill development strategy to build mixed income housing
on its unused open space and parking los.

CHEPC reviewed this text amendment in the context of a delicate balance of four competing needs:
aesthetics, housing production, environmental sustainabilicy, and the provision of adequare
parking. We have three main objections to these amendments:

First, while these amendments have been described as “Streetscape Preservation”, in fact aspects of
these changes have little to do with that issue. Because the scope of the text amendment extends
beyond mere aesthetics, potentially adversely affecting a wide array of policy issues, we recommend
that the City Council postpone this and other rezonings that will significantly impact parking
requirements until City Planning’s citywide parking demand analysis is complere.

Second, this rezoning will have an adverse impact on affordable housing production in low density
areas and discourage environmentally sustainable construction techniques. With a restriction to
place parking on side lot ribbons, rather than permit rear yard or front yard parking, attached
energy efficient buildings with shared party walls will be discouraged and many sites will [ose critical
units in an effort to comply.
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Third, CHPC is especially concerned about the further rescrictions on legalizing additional dwelling units
within a small home in R3 and R4 districts. This proposed rezoning will discourage and ultimately prevent
legal conversions of additional dwelling units for most small homes since often a new parking spot cannot be
located, or will be too costly to be located, on a zoning lot. New York City should address its illegally
occupied dwelling units, and a path to legalization for certain types of dwelling units should be encouraged
to ensure safe, legal housing that can be regulated. Further it is important to remember that converting
existing homes to permit additional units is an important method to create more affordable housing and
ensure that these undocumented units have a chance to meet fire and building safety, ingress and egress

requirements.

Although the stated goal of the proposed rext amendment, enlivening the streetscape, is ultimately a
desirable one, the amendment goes far beyond thar objective and will adversely affect housing production,
the legal conversion of dwelling units, and parking in a number of ways. Thank you for your time and
attention to this matter.



Clemente Plaza Tenant’s Association
C/o Moses Teichman
64-70 Division Ave. 3-D
Brookiyn, NY 11211

03/29/10

Hon, Leroy Comrie
Chairperson

Land Use Committee

250 Broadway, Suite 1865
New York, NY 10007

Re: Reose Plaza _
Premises — 470-490 Kent Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Dear Chairperson Comrie:

As President of the tenants association of this multi-etiinic development representing 540
families for the last 30 years, located directly across from the proposed Rose Plaza site,
we are writing to ask your assistance in approving Rose Plaza on the River, a project that
- will represent an important milestone in the creation of much needed affordable housing
for the Williamsburg community, and the City as a whole.

The Rose Plaza on the River development will add 160 urgently needed affordable units
to Williamsburg’s housing stock. We understand that these affordable units will be
provided in the form of studio, one, two and three-bedroom apartments. As you may
know, there are not enough one- and two-bedroom apartments available in Williamsburg.
For example, at Kent Village Housing (Clement Plaza), there are over 800 external
applicants on the one-bedroom waiting list, as well as 200 additional applicants on the 2-
bedroom waiting list. Further, as of July 2009, there were over 300 applicants seeking 2-
bedroom accommodations at Bedford Gardens.

We cannot loose the affordable housing opportunities being offered by Rose Plaza, nor
the publicly accessible waterfront park space. The City Council already approved the
mixed-use redevelopment of the Schaefer Brewery and Kedem Winery properties that are
located directly north of Rose Plaza. Your approval of Rose Plaza will be an important
further step in the reclamation of the South Williamsburg waterfront for the entire
community, add affordable housing to the families in need that we have not seen for the
last 15 years.



At a time when there remains much anxiety about the state of our economy, and there
continues to be serious concern over when we will tum the corner to restore the economic
health and vitality of New York, the approval of Rose Plaza represents an important
statement of confidence in the future of our City.

Rose Plaza will have a positive impact on the City, and for this reason we are in full
support of this project.

Sincerely,
Moses TeicZ;m

President



Concerned Citizens of Williamsburg
C/o Isaac Abraham
60 Division Ave. 7-H
Brookfyn, NY 11211
(718) STANDUP (782-6387)

Chairperson Leroy Comrie
Land Use Committee
NYC Council

250 Broadway, Suite 1865
New York, WY 10007

04/01/10

RE Rese cPlaza on the (River
Jeax Chalrperson Comele:

‘Wem:cwﬂ.ﬂngmwgeamofoutam%sypwﬁcmm an
t/wgﬁ‘ntptg’act Uux organization tepresenting many fenants associations,
block associations and merchants assoelations neighboring the proposed Rose
tha,ﬂm@be&mﬁﬂ%eyp&ﬂq‘o{oucfhmﬂmmom:@ta
mwabwgthméctafamm&wbhomhglumﬂgbtom
necessaty open space ln the undevsexved Williamsbukg community, and to
wlmltzct&cteMmmmof‘?@utaEm

qudba,aptemlofmwaetwdlmu&blt/mb”offéawuﬂof
affoxdable kousing, We understand that the developer has committed to
construct these affordable units throughout all thee buildings. (fhese units,
unllke othex projocts, will not be segregated in a second-xate sepatate bailding.
Qtumd.tka760m£ﬁwdl6mnﬂtﬁomtb¢5¢m¢mm&mm&mtfm
fufoudmt&dm units, Qn addition, the apariments axe 52115; efﬁmdm
those at 60% f2/19, altlwagl;zmbgugme.stlwttﬁn#hmdaﬂafut&on
persons at 80% oM.



ke disapproval of this pegject will block Williamsburg vesidents from
gaining furthex access to the waterfeont. We understand the project provides
double the reguired open space. We are exclted that the proposed esplanade will -
continue the approved watexfeont open space plan feom the noxth — feom Kpdem
theeugh Schasfer fanding to Pivision gffvanue. further, the davelopex i3
Jelly funding the consteuction of the open space, and is paying the Cliy to
mahtalntﬁesfldmfo!outéuuﬂt.

commetciel and tetail coxeidor from spreading further south along Kent
GEvenue. fhe €ty Council approved a commeteial ovexlay further noxth, at the
Kedem and ehaefoe Landing sites. (Rose Flaza will help to xelnvigorate Npnt
otvenus, which will xesult in deawing local xetail to this commetelally,
undexsexved communtty.

oflost impoxtant, the dba,opmmlftbbp\:gimtwdllmm a tvamendous
setback on the 2-3000 jobs that sheuld be cxeated to begin, duking and after
consteuction and its complation, from the brick loyer to electeician feom the
plumbex to carpentex ate; when and whevte are we golng to boost the economy,
cteate jobs and bulld affordable housing that i3 so despexately needed if not
hexe and not now.

Rose gPlaza 15 a winwin project. gfor the xeasons above - affordable
kousing, greatet open space, and an increase in local xetail activity, we utge the
Couneil to approve this prgject. Jhank you for your consideration.,

‘Vet# m@ gawl’.s.

)‘:méﬂ;imm
pokesman
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Bedford Gardens Tena_nts Hssociation
160 Ross $¢. 2-B

04/0110

Hon. Leroy Comrie
Chairperson

Land Use Committee

250 Broadway, Suite 1865
New York, NY 10007

Re: Rose Plaza on the River
470 Kent Avenue, Brooklyn, New York

Dear Chairperson Comrie:

Our organization represents over 640 families in Bedford Gardens
managed by Kraus walking distance from Rose, as the representative for
the tenants for over 25 years, observing the internal and external waiting
list for 1-2 bedrooms in this development grow each year, waiting time for
an apartment with a very slow turnover ratio can take up to 10 years, We
are writing to let you know of our support for Rose Piaza on the River,
which.we understand is pending before the City Council for approval.
There is no question that Rose Plaza will have 160 affordable units so
désperately needed and will have a positive impact on the Williamsburg

. community, and New York City as a whole, and for this reason we are in
full support of the project.

A The project will add a beautifully designed waterfront esplanade, to
be constructed by the developer, forthe use and enjoyment of the entire
community. As you may know, we are in desperate need for additional
open space in our community. Rose Plaza will not only provide a needed
and appealing public amenity to our neighborhood, but it will be conveyed
to the City; once constructed. In addition, its operation and maintenance
will be funded in perpetuity by the property owner. During these
economically dire times, we see the approval of this project, and its
wonderful public amenities, as fiscally responsible, and an important
further step in the reclamation of the Williamsburg waterfront for our
entire community.



it
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Most important lets not forget the ibbs again the jobs that we need
will be created during and after construction, it will also get the economy
back in this community where jobs hard to find.

Please don’t leave us just with the thorns, vote for Rose as
well

Again, we urge you and your colleagues to help us by voting
in favor of Rose Plaza on the River. Should you wish to dlscuss this
matter further please contact us at 718- 387 2777,

Very truly yours,

e

Joseph Green
President
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Testimony from:
Kathleen Gilrain

475 Kent Ave, Apt 504
Brookiyn, BY 11211

My name is Kathleen Gilrain. Thank you for hearing my
testimony. I oppose the Rezoning of the certified property to R7
Special for Rose Plaza.

I live across the street from the proposed building site at 475
Kent Ave. with my husband and 2 year-old daughter. The land
that they have requested rezoning on is contaminated from the
production and stockpiling of “Coal Tar”. The coal tar leaked toxic
oil into the aquifers of the Brooklyn Waterfront. These are the
most polluted aquifers in NYC. I am very concerned that
construction on this site will pollute the entire neighborhood and
more certainly my building. Construction will create a serious
health risk for my two-year old daughter. It will also put at risk
the girls that go to school across the street at the Yeshiva on the
corner of Kent Ave. and Division Ave. This site needs to be
cleaned up before any rezoning or construction should be
considered. '

Even after the land is cleaned up I don’t think that the city should
allow Rosenberg to build 29, 27, and 15 story buildings on the
Certified property. The land immediately in front of the river
should be left for smaller buildings or open parkland. If such tall
buildings are permitted on the river front, the Roberto Clemente
playground, across the street from the site, will have “light and
air” issues. This playground serves a low-income community on
Williamsburg’s south side and is home to little league’s most
winning team. With such tall buildings on the waterfront, one of
the few parks and a great asset of the neighborhood, that
provides open space, light and air for families on the southside,
will be lost.



OFFICE OF THE BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT

Testimony by Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz
To the City Council Subcommittee on Franchises and Zoning
Regarding Rose Plaza on the River
April 7, 2010

 ITWANT TO THANK THE CITY COUNCIL’S SUBCOMMITTEE F OR
ZONING AND FRANCHISES — AND COUNCILMEMBER MARK WEPRIN
— FOR ALLOWING ME TO TESTIFY TODAY ON THE SUBJECT OF ROSE

"PLAZA ON THE RIVER.

FROM MY EARLIEST DAYS IN POLITICS, AFFORDABLE HOUSING HAS
BEEN MY PASSION. AND AS BOROUGH PRESIDENT, ONE OF MY MOST -
PRESSING CONCERNS IS MAKING SURE THAT BROOKLYN IS PROUD HOME
TO EVERYONE — REGARDLESS OF INCOME LEVEL, WHILE I OF COURSE
APPLAUD PRIVATE DEVELOPERS FOR TAKING AN INTEREST IN OUR
BOROUGH,  ABSOLUTELY BELIEVE THEY ARE ENTRUSTED WITH AN
IMPORTANT RESPONSIBILITY. ANY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT MUST BE
DESIRABLE NOT ONLY FOR THE DEVELOPERS — AND THE FAMILIES THEY
ATTRACT —BUT ALSO FOR THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY THAT SURROUNDS
THAT DEVELOPMENT.

DEVELOPERS AREN’T BUILDING HOUSING IN A VACUUM. THEY ARE
ADDING TO ESTABLISHED COMMUNITIES — NEIGHBORHOODS WITH THEIR OWN
UNIQUE HISTORIES, THEIR OWN DISTINCTIVE ARCHITECTURE, THEIR OWN

- SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS AND NEEDS. IT IS THE DUTY OF ALL DEVELOPERS TO

DO EVERYTHING THEY CAN TO BE “GOOD NEIGHBORS.”

I HAD HIGH HOPES THAT ROSE PLAZA ON THE RIVER COULD SATISFY
THAT CRITERIA. NORTH BROOKLYN IS ONE OF THE HOTTEST DESTINATIONS IN
ALL OF NEW YORK CITY — AND THE WILLIAMSBURG-GREENPOINT
WATERFRONT, WITH ITS CONVENIENT LOCATION AND STUNNING VIEWS OF THE
“OUTER BOROUGH” OF MANHATTAN’S SKYLINE — SHOULD BE THE PERFECT
LOCATION FOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS THAT SERVE ALL RESIDENTS OF
NORTH BROOKLYN. SADLY, THAT IS NOT THE CASE WITH THE PROJECT AS IT
STANDS NOW. ALTHOUGH THE DEVELOPER IS FINALLY GETTING SERIOUS
ABOUT PURSUING HIS WRITTEN COMMITMENT TO ME TO INVESTIGATE, THIS IS
STILL A PROJECT THAT, TO MY MIND, PRIMARILY BENEFITS UPPER INCOME
TENANTS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE. IT IS NOT WHAT
THIS COMMUNITY NEEDS RIGHT NOW.

Brooklyn Borough Hall - 209 Joralemon Street - Brooklyn, New York 11207 - 718/802-3700 - Fax 718/802-3959 - www.brooklyn-usa.org



IN MY LAND USE RECOMMENDATION, I ASKED FOR A FEW CHANGES TO
THE DEVELOPER’S PLAN THAT I THINK ARE VERY REASONABLE. AND I
WOULDN'T BE HERE TODAY IF THE DEVELOPER OF ROSE PLAZA HAD
DEMONSTRATED SOME ONGOING INTEREST IN CONSIDERING THESE CHANGES. 1
HAVE ALWAYS BEEN PROUD OF MY ABILITY TO WORK WITH DEVELOPERS TO
CREATE PROJECTS THAT ARE BENEFICIAL TO BROOKLYN’S NEIGHBORHOODS.
AND WITH TODAY’S REPORT IN THE DAILY NEWS, I REMAIN HOPEFUL THAT THE
DEVELOPER OF ROSE PLAZA WILL “SEE THE LIGHT” — AND FULLY AGREE TO
MY RECOMMENDATIONS IN TIME FOR THE CITY COUNCIL’S FINAL DECISION.
HOPEFULLY,.THE CITY COUNCIL WILL BE ABLE TO PERSUADE THEM THAT
THESE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY.

SPECIFICALLY, I ASKED THAT THE PROJECT INCLUDE MORE AFFORDABLE
UNITS FOR LARGER FAMILIES. IF YOU WALK DOWN BEDFORD AVENUE, YOU
MIGHT GET THE IDEA THAT WILLIAMSBURG IS EXCLUSIVELY THE HOME OF
TWENTY-SOMETHING SINGLES, BUT THAT DOES NOT REFLECT THE DIVERSITY
OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD. THE AMOUNT OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING INCLUDED IN
ROSE PLAZA, WHICH BY THE CURRENT PLANS WILL COMPRISE ONE-FIFTH OF
THE TOTAL AREA, SHOULD BE EXPANDED TO ONE-THIRD. FURTHERMORE,
SINCE FAMILIES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD TEND TO BE LARGER THAN AVERAGE,
ROUGHLY TWO-THIRDS OF THE LOW- AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING
SHOULD BE THREE- AND FOUR-BEDROOM UNITS. WHILE THE DEVELOPER IS
NOW OFFERING A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF THREE-
BEDROOM UNITS, MOST OF THESE UNITS ARE MARKET-RATE, WHILE THE
PRIMARY NEED IS FOR LOW- TO MODERATE-INCOME HOUSING. FINALLY, IT
SHOULD GO WITHOUT SAYING THAT ALL THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING SHOULD
BE “AFFORDABLE FOREVER.”

I ASKED THAT THE PUBLIC WATERFRONT ESPLANADE BE EXPANDED
WHY SHOULD ACCESS TO THIS BEAUTIFUL WATERFRONT BE LIMITED TO THOSE
- WHO LIVE IN ROSE PLAZA? AND I ASKED THAT THE DEVELOPERS MAKE A
CONCERTED EFFORT TO ATTRACT A FRESH SUPERMARKET TO THE RETAIL
SPACE ON KENT AVENUE — AND THAT THEY WORK IN CONSULTATION WITH CB
1TO ADDRESS A BROAD RANGE OF CONCERNS.

r :

AS FAR AS I CAN TELL, NONE OF THESE RECOMMENDATIONS HAS BEEN
ADOPTED. FOR THAT REASON, I URGE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND
FRANCHISES TO VOTE NO ON THE SPECIAL PERMIT FOR ROSE PLAZA, UNLESS
THESE CONCERNS ARE RESOLVED.




THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK

ALBANY
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Committee on Codes
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i €19 Lorimer Sireat
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e-mail:
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March 24, 2010

Hon. Christine C. Quinn
Speaker - NYC Council
250 Broadway

Suite 1856

New York, New York 10007

Dear Speaker Quinn:

| write to express my support for Community Board One’s opposition to the Rose Plaza
Development project planned for my Brooklyn Assembly District. The Community Board
URLUP committee voted against the project 9-1 and the full Community Board jssued a vote
of 31 to 8 against the project.

This project follows other recent ones that | have joined the Community Board in opposing
due to its height, density and the strain it will put our local infrastructure -- transportation
(cars, subways, buses, pedestrian and bike), schools, police, fire and especially open space.
Also, the current design scheme does not address the housing needs of North Brooklyn and
may have the effect of driving out even more families due to the continued pressures of
gentrification.

I believe my community has expressed clearly that they do not want multiple projects of high
towers and dense apartments. | join that position.

erely,

A ot

seph R. Lentol
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