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Oversight:  Community Access Television in New York City

1.  Introduction


On September 14, 2006, at 10 A.M. in the Committee Room in City Hall, the Committee on Technology in Government, chaired by Council Member Brewer, will hold an oversight hearing on the NYC Media Group to discuss whether the programming offered on the municipal channels meets the public purpose and what can be done to improve the community’s access to government services and information.  The Committee expects to hear testimony from the NYC Media Group, Manhattan Neighborhood Network, Brooklyn Information & Culture, and other interested members of the community. 
2.  History of NYC-TV

a. Charter Provisions

In 1989, the New York City Charter was revised to provide that (1) “all future cable franchises and franchise renewals shall require (i) channels be designated for governmental use and (ii) that the franchisee provide the interconnections necessary to allow the cablecasting of the public proceedings of the council and its committees and the city planning commission,” 
 and (2) “the council and its committees and the city planning commission shall make their public meetings and hearings available for cablecasting and broadcasting.”


The Department of Information Technology and Telecommunication has a duty “to develop municipal uses of cable television and coordinate interagency uses of cable television and other telecommunications,”
 and to “ensure that priority is given on at least one municipal channel to the cable casting of the public proceedings of the council and its committees, the city planning commission and other state and city agencies.”

b. Crosswalks: The First Municipal Cable TV Station in New York City
As a result of the aforementioned Charter provisions and the convening of the Commission on Public Information and Communication
 (COPIC), Crosswalks Television was formed in 1991.  From 1992 until 2003, Crosswalks Television was the official City of New York cable station.  Their broadcast schedule included Council hearings
, mayoral news conferences
, meetings of the City Planning Commission
, traffic reports, and other government-related programming.
  Crosswalks Television was criticized for their failure to publish a program schedule, and for its emphasis on New York City Council hearings.

c. NYC-TV

By mayoral prerogative, Crosswalks Television was replaced by NYC-TV in 2003.
  NYC-TV supplemented Crosswalks’ government-related programming with a mix of cultural and entertainment programming.  NYC-TV was available on basic cable in 1.8 million households, and had a potential audience of roughly 4 million households in the City
 before WNYE-TV merged into NYC-TV.  
d. Merger with WNYE-TV

On January 30, 2005, it was announced that WNYE-TV and WNYE-FM, a television and radio station formerly operated by the New York City Department of Education (DOE), would be acquired by DOITT and merged with NYC-TV.
  With this merger, NYC TV’s original cultural and entertainment programming was moved from channel 74 to WNYE-TV channel 25 (See Appendix A. for a complete listing), and the number of hours for government programming was increased on channel 74.  NYC-TV channel 25 now reaches approximately 7.3 million households in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut and its primetime audience is 10 times greater now then it was in 2003.
   
3.  NYC-TV Media Group

NYC Media Group was formed in 2004 and is a part of the New York City Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications.  The Group oversees one broadcast television station (WNYE-TV, channel 25) one broadcast radio station (WNYE 91.5 FM) and five cable channels (71, 73, 74, 75, and 93).
  
· WNYE-TV 25 – With its signature theme “Everything New York”, channel 25 programming ranges from fashion and music to history and landmarks.  Some of its shows include, “$9.99” which offers tips on free or inexpensive activities in the city that cost less than $10, “What’s Cooking at Gracie” which visits the Gracie Mansion kitchen to see what dishes are prepared, “New York Noise” showcasing independent and underground music from New York City bands, and “Blueprint-NYC” that takes viewers around the city’s structures and landmarks.
  This channel has won 14 New York Emmy awards and 14 National Telly awards.  Some of its programs are also distributed nationally via cruise ships and airplanes
 (See Appendix A. for a complete listing).

        NYC-TV 74 – NYC TV 74 is the official television network of the City of New York with coverage of the Mayor and City Council press conferences and hearings.  It also shows City Planning Commission hearings with “Shaping the City with the CPC” and news from the four branches of the US Military on “Stars and Stripes.”
   
        NYC-TV 71 – This channel is programmed by the New York City Off Track Betting Association (OTB) and broadcasts live feeds.

· NYC-TV 73 – Channel 73 is dedicated to a variety of community-themed programming, horse racing coverage, a run-down of the latest events in and around the City, community events, PSAs, sneak peaks at NYC TV programming on other channels, and other useful city information.

· City Drive Live – provides local travelers with 24/7 live coverage and up-to-date travel advisories of New York City's main roadways through the NYC Department of Transportation’s network of traffic cameras.  This station can be seen on Channel 72 on Cablevision and 93 on Time Warner.
 
· CUNY-TV 75 – CUNY-TV is the cable television channel of The City University of New York, serving the five boroughs of New York City with educational, cultural and public affairs programming.

· WNYE 91.5 FM – Radio New York hosts a variety of educational, cultural, and Public Radio shows.  The station will be changing its lineup in the coming months with a new slate of innovative programs in order to attract more listeners.

In August 2006, Mayor Bloomberg and WNBC Channel 4 President Frank Comerford announced that WNBC will broadcast five NYC-TV series in the fall.  As part of the agreement, WNBC will show 113 episodes of “$9.99,” “Blueprint NYC,” “Cool in your Code,” “Eat Out NY,” and “New York 360°” during the weekdays from 11 AM to 12 PM.  In addition, these shows, along with “Secrets of New York” and “Seven Secrets of Grand Central,” will also be broadcast on the recently launched digital broadcast channel, WNBC 4.4.
  The city will receive four minutes of commercial time per hour to air advertisements, public service announcements, or to promote NYC-TV programming.  As the first of its kind in city history, this agreement will broadcast NYC-TV across New York, Puerto Rico, and areas throughout the United States without a local affiliate.
 
4.  Possible Policy Options

a. Inform Viewers About the Broadcast of Council Hearings

· Post a detailed City Council hearing broadcast schedule on-line at NYC.gov and on the cable TV viewing guides (of Time Warner and Cablevision) about what specific City Council hearings will be aired at what time.  On the NYC-TV website, there is now a schedule of Council hearings with the date of the hearing and the Committee who is holding it, however, it does not provide information on the topic of the hearing being shown.  On the websites of the municipal cable networks for the District of Columbia website,
 the City of Tucson, Arizona
 and the City of Seattle, Washington,
 there is specific information about when hearings are being aired, what legislation or topic is being discussed, and what Committees are running the hearing. 
b. Improve the Production Values of Council 51

· Provide more on-screen information about the City Council hearing being broadcast on Council 51.  Currently, on a NYC-TV broadcast of a City Council hearing, the only information provided to viewers is the name (or names) of the Committee(s) holding the hearing and the title of the hearing.  On C-SPAN, information about the issue at hand and the current speakers are overlaid onto the screen.
  To help viewers understand what is being discussed at a particular City Council hearing, NYC-TV may consider adding more information about the legislation or oversight subject being discussed, information about witnesses and Council Members, as well as links to websites with relevant material pertaining to the hearing.  
· Tape City Council hearings using two cameras as opposed to just one.  Two cameras would keep the broadcast of City Council hearings more visually interesting, as well as reduce viewer fatigue from continually panning cameras.  One camera could pan to a new subject while the other camera focused on recording the entire hearing room.  Recently, some hearings have been taped in this manner but this should continue for all Council hearings.
c. Broadcasting of City Councils Hearings

· Broadcast City Council hearings soon after they occur, preferably within one or two weeks of convening.  Some Committee hearings are aired soon after they occur, while some hearings are aired weeks or months after they occur.  To help viewers keep up to date with the issues that face New York City, it would be helpful if City Council hearings were broadcast soon after they occur. Committee hearings should all be shown in a timely manner whether or not it is an interesting topic.  

· Begin broadcasting New York City Council Stated Meetings live on NYC-TV.  Currently, the City Council Stated Meetings are broadcast live on the New York City Council’s website.
  The Stated Meetings of the City Council are the Council meetings where new legislation is introduced and Council Members vote on legislation that has been voted out of the Council’s committees.  These sessions are where much of the important work of the City Council is done.  NYC-TV may consider broadcasting City Council Stated Meetings live on one of NYC-TV channels.  Many municipalities broadcast all of their City Council hearings live, including the City of Los Angeles
 and the City of Seattle.
 NYC-TV may also consider broadcasting Council hearings that have topics of citywide importance. 
d. Use the Internet to Broadcast NYC-TV Government Programming

· Stream live Mayoral and City Council proceedings to the Internet.  Many municipalities stream live all of their City Council hearings, including the Government of the District of Columbia,
 the City of Los Angeles,
 and the City of Tucson.
  In addition, NYC-TV may consider streaming all of its programming on NYC.gov so that people have another way to access NYC-TV’s programming – both governmental and non-governmental. 
· Archive all governmental programming on the Internet so that viewers can watch government proceeding on-demand.  The website for the cable TV network of the District of Columbia allows viewers to watch various segments of the City Council hearings from the current and previous week on-demand, instead of forcing viewers to watch entire broadcasts to find the parts of the hearing they are interested in.
 In other municipalities such as the City of Sacramento, California,
 and the City of Scottsdale, Arizona,
 the City-owned cable TV networks archive past City Council hearings on the Internet so that viewers can watch past City Council hearings very easily, on-demand. 
e. Making Governmental Programming Interactive

· Create governmental programming where citizens can interact with governmental and elected officials.  In Las Vegas, the City’s cable network shows a weekly half hour show called Access City Council,
 featuring Las Vegas’ six City Council members being interviewed one-on-one by the host of the show, with each Council Member appearing eight to nine times per year.   The issues discussed on the show are selected by actual constituent questions that the Council Member receives by his/her office.  Also, in Las Vegas, the Mayor holds a one-hour live call-in show called Town Hall,
 in which actual constituents call in without any screening.  In Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCNTV)
 produces a program called the PCN Call-in Program,
 where PCNTV viewers can call in and ask direct questions to government officials, while in Florida, Florida State University produces a show called Florida Face to Face, a one on one interview program with top Florida policymakers.
  
f. Explanatory Governmental Programming

· Create a show that recaps what hearings the City Council held during the past week or other important news in the city.  This show could tell viewers what hearings convened during the past week, why they were important, who should be most interested in the discussion and, most importantly, how they can participate in the political process that affects the issue at hand.  In other municipalities, explanatory governmental programming exists.  For example, in the State of Florida, Florida State University produces a program called Florida Crossroads, which is a documentary program that explains the most significant developments in Florida's Legislative, Judicial and Executive branches – in every day terms.
 
· Broadcast hearings and meetings of other entities beyond City Hall, such as the Community Boards, The Landmarks Preservation Commission, etc.  Such programming could be especially valuable during certain times of the year when the City Council has few committee meetings, and NYC-TV ends up rerunning the same hearings over and over again. 
g. Create Innovative Government Programming

· Partnering with other public access channels in New York City to create new types of government programming.  Besides NYC-TV, the City University of New York operates a cable network and each borough has a public access cable TV network (MNN
 in Manhattan, BCAT
 in Brooklyn, Bronxnet
 in the Bronx, QPTV
 in Queens and Staten Island Community Television
 in Staten Island).  It might make sense for NYC-TV to regularly meet with these networks (and other media organizations such as Downtown Community Television
 and Web Lab
), brainstorm ideas, and collectively create programming that serves New York City and its residents. 
· Make agreements with local film schools (e.g., NYU) and give them access to City Hall and the City Council to make creative programming that shows how government works.  This might be a low-cost way to bring innovative government programming onto NYC-TV. 
h. Create More Educational and Cultural Programming

· Create more programs for the immigrant community.  Shows about services or opportunities around the city could be helpful to the city’s large immigrant population.  Also, educational or ESL programs would increase needed assistance to this community.   
· Broadcasting more programs for a younger audience.  More shows should be produced for school age children that focus on New York City and its diverse culture.  Educational programming that is shown during the school hours and integrated into the school curriculum would also be beneficial for our children’s learning process.  

i. Convene COPIC to Determine a New York City eDemocracy Strategy

· Applied to the New York City context, the New York City Charter already has a commission that is supposed to make recommendations on the communications between city government and its citizens, the Commission of Public Information and Communication or COPIC – the governmental body that created Crosswalks, the predecessor to NYC-TV.  It might make sense for COPIC to be reconvened to do the work that Seattle’s Commission did, that is, create an eDemocracy strategy for the City of New York and make recommendations on NYC-TV’s government programming. 
5.  Conclusion

The Committees hope to learn how the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunication, and the NYC Media Group are developing their programming strategy, and how they are fulfilling their duty to develop municipal uses of cable television.

Appendix A. 

NYC-TV 25 Prime Time Programming

$9.99 

Can you have fun in New York City for under ten bucks a day? Most would say no. $9.99 disagrees. Every episode of $9.99 is a whirlwind tour of New York City's unique neighborhoods. Visit parks, museums, restaurants, galleries and a whole host of interesting attractions that cost little or no money. It's a whole adventure - and it never tops $9.99.

Behind the Label

Step into the glamorous and exotic world of high style when you meet fashion's most influential and intriguing designers.  Each episode profiles one top designer from the fashion and beauty worlds exclusively, detailing their rise to fame, philosophy of fashion, inspirations, current collections and much, much more.  Behind The Label also takes viewers behind the scenes with a tour of the designer's private showroom or a walk through their stunning home.

Backdrop NYC

Think your busy Gothamite’s schedule precludes a night at the movies? Not anymore, now that you’ve got Backdrop NYC with host Cat Greenleaf. Join Cat as she watches short films from animation to live action, narrative to documentary – always of New Yorkers, by New Yorkers, for New Yorkers. Stick around while she chats with the filmmakers about the challenges of writing, casting, shooting and having crushes on skateboarders.
Blueprint | NYC

Ever walk down a street and spot a building that caught your fancy? Well, the wraps are finally coming off some of the City’s most impressive landmarks. Watch Blueprint: New York City, a brand new show that takes you in and around buildings that grab the attention of visitors and native New Yorkers alike. Let NYC TV take you behind the scenes at City Hall, Gracie Mansion and other NYC greats.

City Classics

Join host Brian Andersson, Commissioner of the Department of Records as he guides viewers through the annals of New York City history. He digs up films, documentaries, press conferences, television shows and similar nostalgia from as far back as the 1950s. City Classics revisits life in New York City over the past five decades and brings the City's past to the present.

Cool in Your Code

Cool in Your Code is an exciting new show that gets thorough in each borough. Each episode will explore what's cool, new, undiscovered, and different throughout New York's 200 plus zip codes. From fashion to film, celebrities and more - it's the City, from the inside out.
Eat Out NY

Savory, Mouth-watering food. Gutsy new york city restaurants. The chefs who helm them. Join Kelly Choi as she bites, nibbles, and relishes each delectable morsel of the culinary scene that sears through Gotham.  Get friendly with daring chefs who celebrate our City's freshest ingredients, and meet everyday New Yorkers just like you who have a beloved family recipe to share.  Spicy... tantalizing... luscious. Treat your senses and satisfy all your cravings with Eat Out NY, every Wednesday Night at 8:00 pm.  Eat Out NY is an NYC TV production in conjunction with Time Out New York.
Fashion in Focus

Part art, part business, fashion is a signature New York industry. But few people understand its unique link to the City, or appreciate the importance of its impact on tourism, advertising and other local industries. Join FIF's new host, Jill Latiano, as she takes you on an insider's tour of what makes the NYC fashion industry tick.

Fashion Week in Focus

Have you ever wondered what Fashion Week in New York City is all about? With the fashion industry generating over a billion dollars a year, NYC TV's "Fashion In Focus" team knew they had to explore the ins and out of this oh so glamorous week and find out what makes fashion such an vital part of New York's creative and business world. Follow NYC TV's Amy Palmer and Kela Walker as they take you to some of the hottest Fashion Shows of the year!

Full Frontal Fashion

New York City is the fashion capital of the world, so it is no wonder that Fashion Week is one of the most highly anticipated events in the City.  NYC TV is proud to be the official home for Full Frontal Fashion: the only program dedicated to bringing complete, front row coverage of Fashion Week in New York City.  Our hosts Judy Licht, Christina Ha, Lloyd Boston, and James Aguiar will be providing backstage access, behind-the scenes action and in-depth profiles of designers. Celebrity photographer Patrick McMullan will cover the hottest parties, while Glamour magazine's Suze Yalof Schwartz gives you beauty secrets from under the tents. 

The Gates

NYC TV Celebrates the 1st Anniversary of Christo & Jeanne-Claude's The Gates, Central Park, New York City, 1979-2005.
The Gotham Awards

NYC TV has teamed up with IFP to broadcast the 15th annual Gotham Awards. New York City is the place to be for the best movies and brightest stars, so where better to watch IFP's annual Gotham Awards ceremony saluting innovation in independent filmmaking, than on Gotham's favorite channel, NYC TV 25.

Inside the Archives

Let NYC TV take you back in time, as Inside the Archives opens the vault at the Municipal Archives for a peek at some never-before-seen images of New York City. Tune in as NYC TV browses through breathtaking photographs from the past century. Presented in letterbox format and grooving to funky beats, Inside the Archives provides audio-visual wallpaper fit for any downtown hotspot, be it a night club or a living room. Each episode contains over 300 images, photos from four historic NYC collections, original music by Shelly Palmer and Soundtrack. That's a lot of good in just one hour, but we think you can handle it.

It's My Park

With nearly 29,000 acres of Parks, New York City’s “emerald empire” extends beyond your neighborhood playground offering a surprising richness of things to do and sights to behold. From swimming pools to wetlands and everything in between, It’s My Park! showcases the treasure trove of experiences waiting for you. Bridle path or bike path, It’s My Park! will lead you to seasons’ worth of fun. 
Media 3.0

From PVRs to PDAs, from IP Video to VOD ... Technology changes everyday and it’s a struggle for consumers, investors – even for media insiders - to keep up. Are these new technologies parlor tricks or paradigm shifts? Media guru Shelly Palmer, along with lead analyst Lydia Loizides, and a bevy of heavyweights from the media industry focus on the issues that dominate the front pages of today’s business journals. Shot in NYC TV’s downtown Brooklyn studios, Media 3.0 will be simulcast in New York, Los Angeles, and San Francisco in NYC TV’s first major syndicated hit.  Media 3.0 is a show about New York’s bustling new media and technology business and the New Yorkers leading a new wave many are comparing to the Internet boom.

New York Noise

New York Noise showcases indie & underground music you’d be hard pressed to find anywhere else on the telly. Each hour-long episode is jam packed with cutting edge music videos from New York City bands, labels, directors and beyond, plus exclusive interviews, features and live performances you can’t find anywhere else.
NY 360*

New York IS the entertainment capital of the world -- from film to television to music to theatre to fashion to everything in between .... New York has it all!  Follow Host Amy Palmer and her team of correspondents as they take you behind the scenes of the New York Entertainment world!  We're giving you an all access pass to the hottest tv shows in New York ..... we're also taking you backstage to broadways’ best shows .... plus the latest trends in music, advertising, fashion, publishing (who ISNT a blogger these days?!) and so much more -- NY 360* has got it covered!

NYC TV Presents

Each week, NYC TV brings New Yorkers a unique look at what makes Gotham the greatest place on earth. This series, which features some of the best documentaries, concerts, cultural exposés, and live events ever made, covers a compelling array of subjects with some of the biggest names in New York.

Paradetown USA

New York City hosts some of the best parades in the world. From the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade to the tickertape parades down the Canyon of Heroes, there's always a parade in New York City. NYC: Paradetown, USA celebrates the City's diverse cultures and ethnicities by covering a variety of colorful and exciting parades that take place on the streets of New York. Join us as NYC TV looks back on some of this season most exciting celebrations.

Reservations Required

"Reservations Required" gives viewers total and unprecedented access to the top restaurants in New York City—meet the world's most esteemed restaurateurs and chefs, tour their restaurants and kitchens and discover the secrets of preparing and presenting a great meal.  "Reservations Required" takes viewers behind the scenes to see how successful, high-end restaurants are created through the décor, the atmosphere, the wine/drinks, the overall menu, the appetizers, the entrées and the desserts. 

Secrets of New York

As hard as the rock this city is built on, its mysteries are even harder to break. What lies behind New York City’s tough as nails veneer? It's the hidden, undocumented and unknown...enigmas we call Secrets of New York. We’re going to break this city wide open and show you a New York City you’ve never seen before. NYC TV will share with you some of the most titillating and tantalizing Secrets of New York.
Summer in the City

A spin off of the popular NYC TV music series New York Noise, Summer in the City captures all the energy, excitment, and great live music from the 20th season of central park's SummerStage. Be sure to tune in for artists including Tegan and Sara, Citizen Cope, and The Blind Boys Of Alabama just to name a few. That's New York Noise Presents Summer In The City, Thursdays at 8 PM only on NYC TV 25.  Summer in the City is an NYC TV production in conjunction with WFUV.
The Bridge

Old school hip hop is new again on The Bridge! Join host Ralph McDaniels as he goes way back to bring you classic videos from hip hop’s golden era. Each episode showcases rare videos that trace hip hop’s evolution in New York City.  The Bridge features early hip hop icons like Afrika Bambatta and Grandmaster Flash and persistent crowd pleasers like LL Cool J and Queen Latifah––artists who continue to “bridge” the gap between the old and the new. 
Videofashion News

Join Videofashion News for your weekly fix of high-energy catwalk glitz. Starring the world’s greatest designers, supermodels, celebrities, and fashion luminaries, Videofashion News covers the ‘must haves’ for the season, both on and off the runway.
The History Channel Presents...

Young though it may be, New York City has a rich and vibrant history, a past that illustrates the pivotal role its played in world affairs. How appropriate then, that the greatest city in the world gets some of the History Channel's greatest NYC-centric programming. Each week, NYC TV will air another of the History Channel's best New York City focused content.

What's Cooking at Gracie

Co-Hosts Julie Laipply and Jordan Barowitz visit the Gracie Mansion kitchen to checkout what dishes are being prepared for upcoming events. They chit chat and chop with head chef, Feliberto Estévez (Fili). During each episode, the team travels to a special food market in one of the five boroughs to purchase special ingredients. The featured dishes have been tested on the toughest crowd: New Yorkers. These recipes have grown to be staples of the Gracie Menu since winning praise from the New Yorkers of all cultures and ethnicities who visit Gracie each year.

NYC-TV 25 Daytime Programming

NYC TV Daytime Pods 

NYC TV 25 Daytime is sporting a new look! Tune to see our shows, now grouped in jazzy themes we call “pods.” Start your day by watching Kids New York, our pod for the youngest New Yorkers. Whet your whistle on a delicious smattering of shows about eating in and eating out during our Savour pod. Afterwards, work off those tasty calories by traveling around the United States during The 50 pod, a grouping of shows about the 50 states of America. Cap off your Daytime experience with a tour of the world during the Roam pod.  Everyday from 12:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

Kids New York Pod

Check out our Kids New York pod for fun, educational programming for pre-schoolers. Parents and their youngsters can tune in for a terrific slate of shows they can enjoy together, including animated shows.

Featured Programming:

The Shapies 

The Shapies are small toys each based on a different shape. They have formed a toy band and love to sing in a variety of music styles and dream of one day becoming a world famous band. Every episode includes a moral with very positive messages to teach children skills such as leadership, team-playing, sharing and helping each other. The Shapies have become separated and they set out on a quest to find their missing friends. With mystery, action and drama each episode brings a new phase of the search and one by one the Shapies are rewarded by finding a lost friend. But the Shapies dream is interrupted by a new toy, Mr. Boo, who with his magic ball of light tried to get rid of the Shapies. Mr. Boo’s crafty plans always backfire and through a series of misadventures Mr. Boo discovers what great friends the Shapies really are.

Savour Pod

Head over to the Savour pod for a buffet of cooking shows. You don’t need a reservation to enjoy these tasty treats that range from haute cuisine to backyard barbeque. Tune in on Monday’s for shows about healthy eats and Tuesday’s for a tasting of Asian cuisine. Watch our world foods lineup on Wednesday’s and dishes from Italy on Thursday’s. End the week on Friday’s with a sampling of food from different regions and cuisines.

Featured Programming:
Brindiamo! with Ornella Fado 

Ornella Fado offers authentic Italian cuisine. A unique insight into the secret bonifide Italian recipes and delectable culinary treats prepared by first class Italian chefs in their genuine restaurant kitchens.

Daisy Cooks! With Daisy Martinez 

Daisy Martinez’s cooking has it all – vibrant colors, remarkable flavors and a keen sense of tradition. Martinez is passionate about her culture – its music, fashion, history and, most of all, its food. In DAISY COOKS! Martinez salsas around the kitchen while illustrating simple steps to make Latin-inspired cuisine. In each episode, Martinez prepares two or three recipes – what she calls “real cooking from scratch” – in her studio kitchen. Using a dish as basic as chicken and rice, Martinez explores the endless, yet comfortably familiar possibilities these two humble basic ingredients can produce. There, she provides easy-to-follow demonstrations, including easily found ingredient substitutions, and teaches techniques passed down from her mother and grandmother. She also familiarizes viewers with food markets and favorite ingredients of the Latino kitchen.

New Scandinavian Cooking with Andreas Viestad 
In this unique 13-part series, host Andreas Viestad brings his mobile kitchen to Norway’s fjords, cities and countryside where he prepares simple, delicious food in the great outdoors. Andreas brings a truly fresh approach to cooking, weaving traditional Scandinavian ingredients into modern recipes that are fun and easy to prepare.

Christina Cooks 

Christina Pirello, one of the country's foremost educators on cooking and alternative health, opens her kitchen to demonstrate whole-foods cooking without preaching, preservatives or pretense. Each episode of CHRISTINA COOKS features a fun and practical cooking class full of useful information, as well as delicious, natural recipes. In the seventh season, Christina supplies mouth-watering recipes for healthy living, including more Mediterranean dishes; tips on cooking, beauty, exercise, weight loss and management, special diets and general well-being; exciting location pieces, intriguing guests and experts; and current (and sometimes controversial) topics related to food. In addition, Nashville singer-songwriter Jon Michael entertains Christina as she prepares each episode's final recipe.

Low Carb Cookworx 
Then look for Low Carb Cookworx on your PBS station. It’s the next generation of cooking; delicious, healthy recipes made easy. Co-hosts, husband and wife Drs. Michael and Mary Dan Eades blend their passion of cooking, love of great food and expertise in nutrition & weight loss in a dynamic 30-minute program. For the first time on television watch as the Drs.  Eades share the secrets of the low carb kitchen with viewers like you hungry for ways to couple the low carb lifestyle with healthy home cooking. 

Zonya’s Health Bits 
In ZONYA'S HEALTH BITES, registered dietician Zonya Foco offers realistic lifestyle solutions for the whole family. In each episode, Zonya dishes up an inspirational and educational "shot in the arm" as she decodes confusing labels in the grocery store and then whips up healthier alternatives to high-calorie American fare in her kitchen. ZONYA'S HEALTH BITES also offers exercise tips anyone can do, plus other time-saving healthy lifestyle tips. Throughout the series, the fun and vivacious expert Zonya sprinkles her own "Seinfeld-like standup" clips — or "health bites"— taken from her motivational performances on health and wellness. 

Martin Yan's Quick and Easy 
MARTIN YAN'S QUICK AND EASY features one of the world's most honored masters of Asian cuisine creating an entire meal — from preparation to plate — in less than 20 minutes. In each episode, Martin Yan demonstrates to an enthusiastic studio audience how cooking Asian meals at home can be quick, inexpensive and delicious — ideal for today's lifestyle.

Simply Ming 

Ironically, Americans tend to complicate their lives in an effort to simplify them. In SIMPLY MING, chef Ming Tsai helps make the yearning for a more manageable lifestyle a reality. Tsai, experienced in classical French, new American and Pan-Asian cuisine, first introduced viewers to his unique blend of global culinary traditions in his Food Network series, East Meets West With Ming Tsai. In this new series for public television, Tsai provides a repertoire of very simple recipes which viewers can integrate into numerous dishes. Each of his flavor-packed sauces, salsas, pastes, rubs, stocks, syrups and doughs consists of fewer than seven ingredients, and each requires no more than 20 minutes to prepare. Guest include Martin Yan, Todd English, Jody Adams, Gordon Hamersley, Jasper White and others.

Tommy Tang’s Let’s get Cooking 
Celebrity chef and restaurateur Tommy Tang returns to public television with TOMMY TANG'S LET'S GET COOKING. Although produced completely on location in various cities across Thailand and China, the 26-part cooking series does not limit itself only to Thai cuisine. Episodes explore different kinds of cuisine all over the world. LET'S GET COOKING is as much an armchair travel series as it is a culinary experience, featuring visits to Beijing, Shanghai, Bangkok, Samui, Suzhou, Pataya, Phuket and Chiang Mai.

Tommy Tang’s Modern Thai 
Celebrity chef and restaurateur Tommy Tang returns for a third season of TOMMY TANG'S MODERN THAI CUISINE. Shot on location in Thailand, each episode explores the culture, history and cuisine of one of the world's most exotic countries. In his studio, Tang also demonstrates how easy it is to create delicious and attractive Thai dishes — including banana blossom salad, Kantoke dinner, imitation crab, klong and temple fish, and pork sausage — at home.

The 50 Pod

Take a road trip across America during The 50 pod. Enjoy fascinating stories about people, places and things from around the 50 United States. Don’t miss this lineup of shows that capture America from sea to shining sea.


Featured Programming:


None 

Roam Pod

Dust off your passport and prepare to travel the world during our Roam pod. Take a journey across continents; go on exciting and exotic adventures – and do it all from the comfort of your living room!


Featured Programming:
Globe Trekker 
GLOBE TREKKER is a dynamic and stylish series which transports viewers to unforgettable destinations around the world. Each episode documents the journey of one vibrant young travel guide, including the engaging Ian Wright, Justine Shapiro and Megan McCormick, as they sample local delicacies, bunk in traditional lodgings and interact with residents in ways that bring these exotic destinations to life. In keeping with their aim of “living as locals do,” the travelers explore sights and activities that include a mix of traditional and popular culture, landmark attractions and off-the-beaten path adventures. This season features episodes shot in every part of the globe, including Hawaii, West India, Finland and the Baltic States, San Francisco, New Zealand, Egypt, West Canada, the Pacific Northwest and others.

Smart Travels 
From the beaches of St. Tropez to the heights of Sicily’s Mt. Etna, SMART TRAVELS – EUROPE WITH RUDY MAXA II delivers the best of what Europe has to offer. Thirteen new half-hour episodes feature hassle-free ways of traveling to great destinations and discovering the continent’s vitality and character. The second season of this popular series also teaches the necessities of traveling smart and Maxa adds a touch of luxury to the day-to-day journeys of discovery. SMART TRAVELS takes viewers vicariously to Europe’s historic locales with bright, crisp and detailed High Definition images as Maxa visits ancient ruins, cathedrals and cobbles streets to share his favorite pristine and hidden places that never make it into guide books. The series also offers tips on travel philosophy, reservations, surmounting the language barrier, adapting to different surroundings, changing money, pacing travel plans and meeting people.

Roadtrip Nation 
The playful, fast-paced ROADTRIP NATION II documents the fun-filled summer roadtrips of nine eager college students criss-crossing America in neon green (and mechanically unreliable) RVs. Three teams embark from Seattle, San Francisco and Los Angeles and hit the open road in search of what to do with their lives. Along the way, the roadtrippers encounter an eclectic cast of characters, including several well-known leaders who reveal how they found their true callings. Interviews feature a record store owner, the Samuel Adams Brewery's founder, park rangers, a surfboard-shaper, a poet laureate, a Wyoming rancher, Greenpeace's president, Blue Man Group's founder, a CNN Latina anchorwoman and the WNBA's president.

Burt Wolf : Travels & Tradition 

Travels & Traditions is a series of 13 half-hour programs in which award-winning journalist Burt Wolf travels to cities around the world, telling the stories of local traditions that have influenced us all. In many locations, he also shows how foreign traditions have influenced the city he is visiting. He reveals the relationship of marriage and food and the history of gaming. And, of course, he examines society and culture through eating.

Passport to Adventure 

PASSPORT TO ADVENTURE is an exciting new travel series with an adventurous twist. Seasoned travelers Julie Conover and Mark Jennings take viewers to beautiful and exotic locations around the world for off-the-beaten path excursions. Their mission is to stimulate interest in other lands, peoples and cultures and ignite a passion for travel and discovery. The pair's adventures include volcano hiking in the Canary Islands; cycling in Andalucia, Spain; bamboo rafting in Thailand and climbing the Great Wall of China. They will leave no stone unturned in their search for the most inspiring adventures and unusual destinations.

Experience America 
Traveling by recreational vehicle is one of the fastest-growing choices for families and friends seeking fun, exploration and adventure. EXPERIENCE AMERICA explores the thrill of the open road and the joys of freedom and discovery that RV travel affords. Respected international travel reporter Paul Ryan journeys throughout America visiting popular vacation destinations, including the Grand Canyon and Yosemite, and also lesser-known - but equally fascinating - locations. Each half-hour episode features recognizable American celebrities, including football legend John Madden and his custom-made RV, as well as ordinary travelers.

Travels in Mexico & The Carribbean 

Pristine beaches. Mysterious Mayan ruins. Gold-encrusted cathedrals. Bustling neon nightlife. TRAVELS IN MEXICO AND THE CARIBBEAN WITH SHARI BELAFONTE offers sun-drenched adventure in some of the most colorful and historic destinations in the Western Hemisphere. From the producers of TRAVELS IN EUROPE WITH RICK STEVES, this series of 13 half-hour episodes takes its cue from the information-packed format that has proved so successful in the 52 episodes on Europe. With Belafonte at the helm, the series explores the vibrant cultures and stunning beauty of the Caribbean and Mexico. 

The Desert Speaks 

THE DESERT SPEAKS is an Emmy award-winning series focusing on desert regions around the world. Much more than a nature documentary, THE DESERT SPEAKS presents stories about the people, cultures, plants, animals and geological features encountered on travel adventures in deserts near and far away. Host David Yetman is a research scientist at the University of Arizona's Southwest Center and is a nationally known author and accomplished photographer who specializes in the plants, geography and people of northwestern Mexico. Using boats, bikes and burros, Yetman takes viewers from Bolivia to Baja California, bringing his boundless enthusiasm, energy and knowledge to the series. 

� New York City Charter, Chapter 47, § 1063(a)


� New York City Charter, Chapter 47, § 1063(b)


� New York City Charter, Chapter 48, § 1072(d)


� New York City Charter, Chapter 48, § 1072(e)


� In 1989, an amendment was added to the New York City Charter creating the Commission on Public Information and Communication (COPIC).  The primary purpose of COPIC is to “educate the public about the availability and potential usefulness of city produced or maintained information and assist the public in obtaining access to such information.” (New York City Charter § 1061 d. (1), http://www.nyc.gov/html/charter/downloads/pdf/citycharter2004.pdf)


� Council 51 information at: http://www.nyc.gov/html/nyctv/html/shows/council51.shtml


� Access Mayor information at: http://www.nyc.gov/html/NYC-TV/html/shows/access_mayor.shtml


� Shaping the City information at: http://www.nyc.gov/html/nyctv/html/shows/shaping_city_cpc.shtml


� “New From City Hall, TV Worth Watching; Revamped Cable Station Tries to Brighten the Dull”.  Steinhauer, Jennifer, New York Times, July 14, 2003, Section B, Pg. 1.


� Downtown Express article at http://www.downtownexpress.com/de_62/younggunsrunningthecity.html


http://www.nyc.gov/html/nyctv/html/about/main.shtml 


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/nyctv/html/about/main.shtml


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/nyctv/html/about/main.shtml


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/om/html/2005a/pr038-05.html


� “Mayor Bloomberg and WNBC General Manager Frank Comerford Announce WNBC will Broadcast NYC TV Programming,” August 15, 2006, Mayor’s Press Release, News from the Blue Room


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycmg/html/about/about.shtml


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycmg/nyctv/html/shows/shows.shtml


� “Mayor Bloomberg and WNBC General Manager Frank Comerford Announce WNBC will Broadcast NYC TV Programming,” August 15, 2006, Mayor’s Press Release, News from the Blue Room


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycmg/74/html/home/home.shtml


� http://nyc.gov/html/nycmg/html/assets/assets.shtml#nyctv71


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycmg/74/html/onair/about73.shtml


� http://nyc.gov/html/nycmg/html/assets/assets.shtml


� http://www.cuny.tv/aboutus/index.lasso


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycmg/wnyefm/html/home/home.shtml


� “Mayor Bloomberg and WNBC General Manager Frank Comerford Announce WNBC will Broadcast NYC TV Programming,” August 15, 2006, Mayor’s Press Release, News from the Blue Room


� Ibid


� http://octt.dc.gov/services/channel13/index_new.shtm


� http://www.ci.tucson.az.us/ch12/guide.html


� http://www.seattlechannel.org/media/schedule.asp


� These informational overlays are kept on the screen for a while on C-SPAN as many viewers tune in and out while watching C-SPAN programming.  This principle should probably be considered if NYC-TV adds informational overlays to the production of Council 51





� http://www.nyccouncil.info/rightnow/webcasting.cfm


� http://www.la36.org/


� http://www2.cityofseattle.net/council/EventSearchCouncil_video.asp


� http://octt.dc.gov/services/video/channel_13.shtm


� http://realav.lacity.org:8080/ramgen/encoder/video.rm?usehostname


� http://www.tucsonaz.gov/ch12/programs/council.html


� http://octt.dc.gov/services/on_demand_video/channel_13.asp


� http://sacramento.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2


� http://scottsdale.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?publish_id=2


�  http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/information/city_shows.asp?ID=7314# 


� Ibid


� http://www.pcntv.com/


� http://www.pcntv.com/callprogram.htm


� http://www.wfsu.org/Florida_Channel/F2F.htm


� http://www.wfsu.org/Florida_Channel/crosroad.htm


� http://www.mnn.org/


� http://www.brooklynx.org/bcat/default.asp


� http://www.bronxnet.org/


� http://www.qptv.org/


� http://www.sictv.org/


� http://www.dctvny.org/


� http://www.weblab.org/home.html


� Summarized from the NYC-TV website.  http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycmg/nyctv/html/home/home.shtml


� Ibid
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