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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We'll start our first

          3  ceremonial and I'll turn it over to Gale Brewer and

          4  the Chair of our Cultural Affairs Committee, our

          5  Cultural Czar, Domenic Recchia, to talk to us about

          6  the Middle School Jazz Academy.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Come on in,

          8  the Middle School Jazz Academy. This is Jazz

          9  Appreciation Week, Month, actually, and we're here

         10  with Jazz at Lincoln Center's Middle School Jazz

         11  Academy. Let's give them a big round of applause.

         12                 There are students from all the

         13  boroughs. We'll have the clerk read the proclamation

         14  and then we will hear the future jazz musicians of

         15  the world. The teachers also, why don't the teachers

         16  come up here and join us?

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         18  New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Middle

         21  School Jazz Academy of Jazz at Lincoln Center on the

         22  occasion of Jazz Appreciation Month for its

         23  dedication to music education and appreciation; and

         24                 Whereas: Jazz is a true American art

         25  form which embodies democracy and exemplifies
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          2  freedom; and

          3                 Whereas: Jazz at Lincoln Center is

          4  dedicated to advancing the knowledge, appreciation,

          5  and practice of jazz through performance, education,

          6  and preservation activities; and

          7                 Whereas: The Middle School Jazz

          8  Academy, Jazz at Lincoln Center's first instrumental

          9  instructional program, offers a tuition-free course

         10  of study that includes a series of music lessons and

         11  broader youth development activities to ethnically

         12  diverse students from across the City; and

         13                 Whereas: Through its outstanding

         14  work, the Middle School Jazz Academy has supported

         15  the great musical tradition of jazz and has provided

         16  a rare opportunity for students to learn from and

         17  develop mentor relationships with acclaimed

         18  professional jazz musicians; it has also enabled

         19  students to cultivate their own positive work habits

         20  and leadership skills; therefore

         21                 Be It Known; that the Council of the

         22  City of New York most gratefully honors The Middle

         23  School Jazz Academy for its contributions to the

         24  cultural life of our City.

         25                 Signed this 5th day of April in the

                                                            6

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

          3  Speaker for the Entire Council; Gale A. Brewer,

          4  Council Member, 6th District, Manhattan; Domenic M.

          5  Recchia, Jr., Council Member, 47th District,

          6  Brooklyn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          8  much. And I'd like to introduce Ericka Floresca,

          9  Director of Education, Jazz At Lincoln Center.

         10                 MS. FLORESCA: Thank you. Thank you so

         11  much. It is quite a pleasure to be here today, to be

         12  honored by the City Council, and we are so excited

         13  to share our music with you.

         14                 Here's comes the Proclamation.

         15                 The students study each Saturday at

         16  Frederick Burrows Hall and have private lessons

         17  during the week, and this is truly an outstanding

         18  group of students you're about to hear perform.

         19  Thank you so much.

         20                 They're going to play a classic New

         21  Orleans' tune called Second Line arranged by Victor

         22  Goins and led by Robbie Best, who is one of our

         23  ensemble directors.

         24                 (Performance).

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very
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          2  much. That was fabulous. Thank you very much.

          3                 All right, next I want to call up

          4  John Ashbery. All right, come on up. And we are very

          5  excited here today. I bet you didn't know, that

          6  additionally to this being Jazz Appreciation Month,

          7  that today, because of the action of the City

          8  Council, April 7th is John Ashbery Day in the City

          9  of New York. Did you know that? You just found that

         10  out. And we made it John's day, so-to-speak, to

         11  recognize and thank John for his tremendous

         12  contributions to the City of New York, as one of our

         13  City's outstanding poets.

         14                 We wanted to make sure we were

         15  honoring his achievements, in particular the New

         16  School Graduate Writing Program, which is going to

         17  have a three-day festival of your work. When?

         18                 MR. ASHBERY: Starting tomorrow.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Tomorrow.

         20                 We should make it a three-day John

         21  day, so-to-speak. And in particular this is going to

         22  be featuring his work as read by himself and others

         23  which will include his 1979 poem Litany, marking the

         24  second ever time really this poem has been

         25  presented.
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          2                 So before we hear from John, why

          3  don't we have the clerk read the proclamation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          5  New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to join friends and

          8  members of the community in honoring John Ashbery

          9  for his outstanding contributions to poetry; and

         10                 Whereas: John Ashbery is a poet whose

         11  work defies easy category and labeling. Genuine

         12  complexity and striking originality are the

         13  hallmarks of an Ashbery poem. At turns vatic,

         14  colloquial, dissonant and lyrically direct, Mr.

         15  Ashbery's work has the sustained energy and vigorous

         16  abstraction of a Modernist painting; and

         17                 Whereas: Throughout his career, Mr.

         18  Ashbery has sought to give words their true weight,

         19  to make language matter, to weave poetry into the

         20  flux and flow of life in order to get at the

         21  numinous core of what it means to be human. In

         22  language that is interior, and that often doubles

         23  back on itself, many of Mr. Ashbery's poems seek not

         24  to resolve life's contradictions but to delight in

         25  them; and
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          2                 Whereas: A longtime resident of New

          3  York City, Mr. Ashbery's avant-garde poetry in the

          4  1950s and 1960s earned him entrance into the New

          5  York School of "language poets," where he enjoyed

          6  the company of such esteemed writers as Kenneth

          7  Koch, Frank O'Hara and James Schuyler; and

          8                 Whereas: One of the most influential

          9  poets of his age, Mr. Ashbery earned a Pulitzer

         10  Prize, the National Book Award and the National Book

         11  Critics Circle Award for his "Self-Portrait in a

         12  Convex Mirror"; he also earned the Lenore Marshall

         13  Poetry Prize and the Bollingen Prize for the poetry

         14  he featured in "A Wave"; Mr. Ashbery's talents have

         15  also been recognized by the professional

         16  associations and governments of Germany and France,

         17  as well as those throughout South America, Eastern

         18  Europe and Asia; and

         19                 Whereas: John Ashbery has given us an

         20  "Ars Vita," a poetics that's intensely personal yet

         21  moves beyond the individual in favor of a more

         22  expansive, expressive view of the world. In much of

         23  his work, language itself is the subject - the way

         24  language bends and twists and ultimately shapes our

         25  experience. Ashbery's poetry also lends formal
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          2  coherence to the often fragmentary, discursive

          3  nature of modern existence. Writing in a language

          4  alive to its own music, many of his poems have a

          5  lyrical immediacy and the richness and aural

          6  complexity of a Baroque fugue; and

          7                 Whereas: To honor his outstanding

          8  achievements, the New School Graduate Writing

          9  Program will be organizing and sponsoring a

         10  three-day festival for Mr. Ashbery, featuring his

         11  work, as read by himself and others, and will

         12  include a recitation of his 1979 poem "Litany",

         13  marking the second-ever time this poem has been

         14  presented; and

         15                 Whereas: It is with deep appreciation

         16  and a tremendous sense of pride that we recognize

         17  John Ashbery; we are truly enriched by his poetic

         18  legacy and commend him for the important

         19  contributions he has made to the world of poetry;

         20  now, therefore

         21                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         22  City of New York honors JOHN ASHBERY and declares

         23  April 7, 2006 as "JOHN ASHBERY DAY" in the City of

         24  New York.

         25                 Signed this 5th day of April in the
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          2  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

          3  Speaker for the Entire Council.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Who knew it

          5  would be such a cultured day here between Jazz and

          6  one of our City's leading poets. I want to give John

          7  an opportunity to share some words with us.

          8                 MR. ASHBERY: Well, thank you, Speaker

          9  Quinn. I don't have much to say except that I'm

         10  tremendously dazed and grateful by this. For many

         11  years my poetry has been written partly at least out

         12  of a result, as a result of a love affair with New

         13  York City, and it's wonderful to feel that it's

         14  requited. I was never quite sure.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         17  Sorry we're a little bit delayed today. Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 All right, next we're going to call

         20  up Council Member Rosie Mendez, and Friends In Deed.

         21  Okay, and we're going to call up all three folks

         22  together, the New York Theatre Workshop, the

         23  Jonathan Larson Performing Arts Foundation, and

         24  Friends In Deed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: This is the
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          2  tenth anniversary of Rent, the Broadway Show. This

          3  show so epitomizes and is so connected to my

          4  community, and today we have the New York Theatre

          5  Workshop, which John Larson, who created the

          6  Broadway show did all of his work from. We have the

          7  John Larson Project that gives assistance to young,

          8  struggling playwrights and Friends In Deed who gives

          9  assistance to people with AIDS and HIV, and we're

         10  honored to have you all here and acknowledge John

         11  Larson's contribution, and your contribution to our

         12  communities and to the community we love so much,

         13  the Lower East Side and the East Village.

         14                 MR. NICOLA: I'm Jim Nicola, I'm the

         15  Artistic Director of New York Theatre Workshop, and

         16  on behalf of the staff and boards of the Larson

         17  Performing Arts Foundation, Friends In Deed, and New

         18  York Theatre Workshop, I would like to thank our

         19  Council Member Rosie Mendez for this special

         20  proclamation, in honor of our tenth anniversary

         21  season.

         22                 Also, on behalf of a grateful

         23  community, including the artists, caregivers,

         24  activists, educators, our Fourth Streets Arts Block

         25  Partners, thank you to the City Council and to
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          2  Speaker Quinn for this proclamation. We're all

          3  looking forward to working with Council Member

          4  Mendez to continue making the Lower East Side and

          5  East Village an exemplary community that all New

          6  Yorkers can be proud of.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: We're going to have

          8  the clerk read the proclamation. Rosie requested

          9  that we make it Rent Free Day, but I think that's

         10  out of our power. But maybe we'll try to see if next

         11  year we could get our powers expanded for that. And

         12  we've covered the whole gamut, music, poetry and

         13  theatre.

         14                 So, if the clerk could please ready

         15  the proclamation.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         17  New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is pleased and proud to recognize on the

         20  10th Anniversary of Rent, the Broadway Show, and to

         21  honor the Jonathan Larson Performing Arts

         22  Foundation, the New York Theatre Workshop and

         23  Friends In Deed for its outstanding contributions to

         24  the theatre, and the communities of East Village and

         25  Lower East Side;
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          2                 Whereas: For thousands of years,

          3  theatre has been central to the expression of

          4  numerous cultures and civilizations: from the

          5  tragedies of Ancient Greece to the ribald comedies

          6  if Elizabethan England, from the universal truths of

          7  Shakespeare to the emotionally charged dialogue of

          8  August Wilson, the experience of theatre has always

          9  held up a mirror to society, reflecting its concerns

         10  in ways that no other art form can; and

         11                 Whereas: Ten years ago, rent joined

         12  the Great White Way and ushered in a new generation

         13  of musical theatre; its innovative score, terrific

         14  acting and frank discussion of drug abuse,

         15  sexuality, HIV/AIDS, loneliness, hope and love

         16  garnered many awards;

         17                 Whereas: As we celebrate the 10th

         18  anniversary of Rent, we also recognize the legacy of

         19  its creator, Jonathan Larson, and that of the

         20  Jonathan Larson Performing Arts Foundation, whose

         21  work exemplifies the commitment to building culture,

         22  creativity and community that is celebrated in Rent;

         23  and

         24                 Whereas: Founded by Mr. Larson's

         25  family after his untimely death in 1996, the
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          2  Jonathan Larson Performing Arts Foundation provides

          3  financial support and encouragement to musical

          4  theatre composers, lyricists, bookwriters and

          5  nonprofit theater companies to develop and produce

          6  their work; and

          7                 Whereas: Creative artists can enjoy

          8  direct financial support for their endeavors from

          9  the Jonathan Larson Performing Arts Foundation and

         10  are not subject to any restrictions; and

         11                 Whereas: Since its inception, the

         12  Jonathan Larson Performing Arts Foundation has

         13  presented awards to almost 60 individuals; and

         14                 Whereas: Today, we commend these

         15  organizations for its contributions to the world of

         16  theatre; it has shown a profound and admirable

         17  commitment to the arts and its efforts are worthy of

         18  the highest honors; now, therefore

         19                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York salutes THE JONATHAN LARSON

         21  PERFORMING ARTS FOUNDATION, NY THEATRE WORKSHOP And

         22  FRIENDS IN DEED for its outstanding contribution to

         23  the cultural life of our City.

         24                 Signed this 5th day of April in the

         25  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,
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          2  Speaker for the Entire Council; Rosie Mendez,

          3  Council Member, 2nd District, Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

          5  much.

          6                 That ends our ceremonials.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Ladies and

          8  gentlemen, everybody please rise for the Pledge of

          9  Allegiance.

         10                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 Roll call.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: I'm Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Present.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         21  sir.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         23  present. Everybody please rise for the invocation

         24  delivered by Rabbi Raphael Butler, Executive

         25  Director of the Afikim Foundation.
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          2                 RABBI BUTLER: Oh, Master of the

          3  Universe, with Thy known wisdom, inspire the members

          4  of this Council, and infuse them with your Divine

          5  gifts of knowledge, understanding and compassion.

          6                 King David, as he lay on his death

          7  bed, turned to his son, Solomon, the brightest of

          8  men, and offered his final words of encouragement to

          9  the soon-to-be king.

         10                 He implores him, "Be strong. Thus,

         11  become a person of distinction." What was David's

         12  intent in offering these final words to his son?

         13  Commentaries explain that David was encouraging

         14  Solomon to seek the counsel of others, to ask

         15  advice. Even though Solomon with the brightest of

         16  men, David understood that in legislating as in

         17  life, true strength is arrived at through the power

         18  of consultation, for when different perspectives are

         19  heard and deliberated, the brightest of people

         20  become people of distinction.

         21                 Grant our members the vision of David

         22  and the clarity of Solomon, as they reach across

         23  this Chamber and across this great City, to secure,

         24  sustain and nurture, the community of New Yorkers

         25  that have chosen them as our voice and our
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          2  conscience.

          3                 Grant this Council the persevering

          4  strength of principle to deliberation and

          5  compromise.

          6                 And let us say, amen.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if I could ask my

          8  colleagues to remain standing for a moment, please.

          9                 David, why don't you go ahead.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. I'd like

         11  to move to spread the invocation upon the record.

         12  And I'd just like to welcome Rabbi Raphael Butler to

         13  the Chamber.

         14                 Rabbi Butler, in addition to being

         15  Executive Director of the Afikim Foundation, is the

         16  former Executive Director of the Orthodox Union, a

         17  former Rabbi of the Holliswood Jewish Center, and he

         18  is also the Rabbi that married Ronnie and me,

         19  officiated at my late Father's funeral, and also

         20  married my mother and her husband, all in that

         21  order.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         23                 I want to ask everyone to remain

         24  standing for a moment so we could have a moment of

         25  silence for Matt Farrell.
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          2                 I think everyone knows Matt, our

          3  former Director of Administrative Services and

          4  former aid to Council Member Karen Koslowitz, passed

          5  away incredibly suddenly about ten or 12 days ago,

          6  and I'm not going to make a lot of comments, we had

          7  a memorial for him yesterday in the Chambers where

          8  we heard a lot of great words that certainly summed

          9  up all of the reasons that we loved Matt, but one of

         10  the speakers I think summed up our feelings about

         11  Matt the best, and so I'll say that before we have

         12  our moment of silence, "He was our friend."

         13                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         16  the Minutes.

         17                 Council Member Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes, Madam

         19  Public Advocate.

         20                 I make a motion to adopt as printed

         21  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of March 1st,

         22  2006.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          3  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 106.

          5  Changes to the City's Expense Budget.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 107.

          8  Appropriate new revenues, Fiscal Year 2006.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 108. Third-party

         11  Transfer Program.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         14  and Communications.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         17  Call-Ups.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 109.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on a Call-Up

         20  vote.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 110.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         23  vote.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 111.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up
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          2  vote.

          3                 Can we now have a roll call on the

          4  Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Yes to

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Pass.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye. Madam

         22  Chair, I would ask permission to vote aye on all

         23  Land Use items and all coupled general orders.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         19  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 45 in the

         20  affirmative, and zero in the negative.

         21                 Communication from the Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Today we're

         23  voting on two very important matters. First we are

         24  voting today on a budget modification for the Fiscal

         25  Year '06 budget, and there are a number of important
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          2  items in this budget modification.

          3                 First I want to note some items that

          4  are not in the budget modification. In this year's

          5  Preliminary Budget which the Mayor released in

          6  January, over $6 million worth of cuts to libraries

          7  and cultural institutions were proposed for this

          8  fiscal year, for Fiscal Year '06. And as part of our

          9  efforts to change the way we do the budget for the

         10  City of New York and expand the Council's budget

         11  powers to what they have been, what they were given

         12  to us in the Charter, we had said we're going to end

         13  the budget dance.

         14                 Today, you do not in the budget

         15  modification find those cuts. That is because the

         16  Administration has withdrawn the cuts for Fiscal

         17  Year '06 that were proposed for libraries and

         18  cultural institutions in the City of New York. And I

         19  think that is important and noteworthy, one, because

         20  it makes sure that our libraries and our cultural

         21  institutions continue at the same funding level

         22  until the end of this fiscal year, so they can

         23  continue the important work they do.

         24                 But I also want to thank the

         25  Administration, because I think the removal of these
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          2  cuts go a long way towards ending the overall budget

          3  dance and moving the budget document and the budget

          4  process to one of more of long-term planning and

          5  strategic planning for the City of New York. So, I

          6  think this is an important day for us as an

          7  institution and for the culturals and libraries in

          8  our City and want to thank the Bloomberg

          9  Administration for working with us on this matter.

         10                 In addition, today's budget

         11  modification includes an important, over $500

         12  million allocation to our Health and Hospitals

         13  Corporation.

         14                 That allocation will eventually get a

         15  two to one match in federal and State dollars that

         16  will bring over a billion dollars to our Health and

         17  Hospitals Corporation. And this is a critically

         18  important infusion of money to help deal with some

         19  deficits at HHC and help make sure that our public

         20  hospitals have the full resources they need to serve

         21  all New Yorkers, whether they are uninsured or

         22  whether they are insured.

         23                 There are certainly more we can do to

         24  make sure Health and Hospitals Corporation comes to

         25  a complete place of fiscal soundness, there is more
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          2  we need to do to make sure they are fully present in

          3  all of our boroughs. It will be noted that they are

          4  not fully present in the Borough of Staten Island,

          5  which is something this Council has worked on for

          6  quite some time and remains committed to changing.

          7  But today we take an important step to keeping our

          8  Health and Hospitals Corporation fiscally intact and

          9  making sure that they can continue to serve New

         10  Yorkers in need.

         11                 In addition, when the Mayor released

         12  his Preliminary Budget, he called for a trust fund

         13  to be set up to deal with some of the funding that

         14  is necessary for the long-term health needs of

         15  retirees in this City. He called for a $2 billion

         16  health care trust fund.

         17                 This is a sound and solid and

         18  responsible fiscal idea, which sets aside funds, now

         19  that we have a point of budget surplus to deal with

         20  future needs which we know taxpayers will have to

         21  pay for.

         22                 And because we believe this is a

         23  responsible and sound position, we are today, in the

         24  budget modification, making the first $1 billion

         25  payment into the health care trust fund.
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          2                 I want to call on the Chair of our

          3  Finance Committee David Weprin. I want to thank him

          4  for his help on the budget modification, and I'll

          5  call on him for comments on it.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. Thank

          7  you, Madam Speaker.

          8                 Also, there was another first today.

          9  For the first time in eight years the Budget

         10  Director appeared before the Council to testify on

         11  the Administration's proposed budget mod.

         12                 In the past we had to rely on our own

         13  Finance staff, because the Administration refused to

         14  come and testify. So that is, in the spirit of

         15  cooperation with the City Council and the

         16  Administration. And in addition, the Budget Director

         17  has agreed to testify on the record at future budget

         18  modifications.

         19                 Also noteworthy is that, as the

         20  Speaker pointed out, with these proposed

         21  restorations, it is the beginning of eliminating the

         22  first few steps in the famous budget dance, that

         23  Speaker Quinn and myself have been urgently

         24  recommending that the Administration end.

         25                 So, we look at this as a very
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          2  positive development. We hope to eliminate the rest

          3  of the steps as we go through the Executive Budget,

          4  and I want to thank the Administration for that.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          6                 We are also voting today on the Land

          7  Use matters, the Land Use matters only relating to

          8  the construction of a new Yankee Stadium in the

          9  Bronx, and we're going to hear from our Land Use

         10  Chair, our Land Use Subcommittee Chair, and some

         11  members of the Bronx in a minute.

         12                 But I want to say that the steps we

         13  are taking today will enable not only a new Yankee

         14  Stadium to be constructed in the Bronx, a project

         15  which will bring many, many construction jobs to the

         16  Borough of the Bronx, but also this proposal that

         17  we're voting on today will bring 18 acres of

         18  parkland to the Bronx, parkland that will be not

         19  just the parkland that abuts Yankee Stadium, which

         20  will be totally rehabilitated and renovated and

         21  bring new recreational opportunities to residents of

         22  the Bronx, but in addition, part of this overall

         23  package is an $8 million allocation to rehabilitate

         24  parks in other parts of the borough.

         25                 So, what we're doing today is making
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          2  an important statement about the need for the parks

          3  in the Bronx, not just those near Yankee Stadium,

          4  but boroughwide to be brought to the best possible

          5  state they can be most useful and most beneficial to

          6  the residents of the Bronx.

          7                 In addition, the steps that we're

          8  voting on today, and our Land Use Chairs and the

          9  Bronx Delegation deserve a tremendous amount of

         10  credit for the work they've done, we're also seeing

         11  a plan today that includes a commitment for a Metro

         12  North Station in the Borough. And also, a plan today

         13  which takes an original concept where there would be

         14  parking garages only for folks who are coming to the

         15  Yankee games, but now parking garages which will be

         16  able to be utilized by Bronx residents.

         17                 Also, a commitment from the

         18  Department of Transportation to address the existing

         19  traffic problems, which the present Yankee Stadium

         20  has, true enforcement to address the existing

         21  parking problems that the present stadium has, and a

         22  commitment to help come up with an enforceable plan

         23  that will address the needs of residents as it

         24  relates to on-street parking when games are going

         25  on.
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          2                 So, we're not only going to see a new

          3  and better stadium for the Yankees, we are also

          4  going to see new and better parks for Bronx

          5  Residents, and also, I believe the Department of

          6  Transportation and the Police Department's

          7  enforcement efforts and strategic efforts, we are

          8  going to see many of the problems which have plagued

          9  this neighborhood for decades because of the

         10  stadium, we are finally through this overall

         11  proposal and move to a new stadium, we're going to

         12  see many of those problems finally vanish from the

         13  borough.

         14                 All of this together is a package of

         15  which we should be very proud in the Council and I

         16  urge my colleagues to support.

         17                 I first want to call on and thank the

         18  Chair of our Land Use Committee, who has done a

         19  tremendous amount of work on this project and

         20  improving this project significantly, Melinda Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         22  Speaker.

         23                 Madam Speaker, Madam Public Advocate,

         24  my colleagues. Today we are voting on the permits to

         25  develop a new Yankee Stadium. They are permits that
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          2  include a major concession, a special permit for

          3  parking, park additions, demapping of a street, and

          4  the acquisition of properties. All of that will form

          5  in the Bronx area, and new 54,000 spectator stadium,

          6  53,000 seats and 1,000 standing spaces,

          7  approximately 18 acres of new recreational parkland.

          8  As our Speaker said, they have negotiated that in

          9  the Bronx Delegation and we are happy that we are

         10  adding parkland to this project. And four new garage

         11  facilities, which will add 3,000 new spaces for the

         12  parking at Yankee Stadium.

         13                 My colleagues, every project that we

         14  do here in the Land Use is always a balancing act

         15  between the communities when it is development, and

         16  the Citywide perspective of what is good for the

         17  entire City of New York.

         18                 On this issue, I want to congratulate

         19  truly both sides of this issue, the Bronx Delegation

         20  through Maria del Carmen Arroyo, Maria Baez, Joel

         21  Rivera, on one side of negotiating for a better

         22  application with the City and with the Yankees, and

         23  Council Member Helen Diane Foster who has

         24  articulated the concerns of her district.

         25                 But in the end, it is a balancing
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          2  act. I believe that this is a good project for the

          3  City of New York. I believe it brings jobs into the

          4  district, it creates more parkland, it creates

          5  restaurants, it creates a 365-day-a-year community.

          6  And with all of the testimony we have heard, the

          7  several hearings in the Borough of the Bronx, the

          8  community board, and all over the City, especially

          9  here at the City Council, where our Subcommittee

         10  Chair Dan Garodnick sat for over seven hours where

         11  the community and folks from all over the City were

         12  able to testify and have their feelings known to the

         13  body which ultimately would have to vote on this.

         14                 In the end, I think we came up with a

         15  good project. I'm proud, too, that in 20 years from

         16  now we'll be able to walk down the street and know

         17  that this Council had one small portion of

         18  responsibility for a project that will be created.

         19                 I thank all of the colleagues for

         20  their patience during the hearings. I especially

         21  want to thank the Subcommittee Chair Dan Garodnick.

         22  He was a phenomenal chair during these hearings.

         23  Also, the staff, Gail, Carol and Peter for the work

         24  that they did, and Jay Bond from my office, and the

         25  Delegation for the work that they did. But Madam
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          2  Speaker, I want to especially thank you for your

          3  leadership and your guidance throughout this whole

          4  process. I urge a yes vote by my colleagues. Thank

          5  you.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          7                 I next want to call on the Chair of

          8  our Land Use Subcommittee on Planning and

          9  Dispositions, Dan Garodnick.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you,

         11  Madam Speaker.

         12                 I rise today to express my support

         13  for Land Use No. 78 to 88 for redevelopment of

         14  Yankee Stadium.

         15                 As the Chair of the Planning

         16  Subcommittee, this matter came before us on March

         17  28th for a hearing. We entertained approximately

         18  seven hours of testimony from the applicant, which

         19  was the Parks Department, the Yankees and members of

         20  the public. And, of course, earlier today the

         21  Planning Subcommittee and Land Use Committee voted

         22  to approve this Land Use application.

         23                 I wanted to reiterate what we said

         24  earlier today, and what you heard a moment ago from

         25  Chair Melinda Katz, which is that we are voting on
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          2  Land Use matters today, a park addition, the

          3  demapping of a street, acquisition of property, a

          4  major concession and a special permit for parking.

          5  This is not a vote on a community benefits agreement

          6  or on the financing or on MetroNorth station, as

          7  important as those elements are in this project.

          8                 And I ask my colleagues to join me

          9  today in voting yes on this application. However, I

         10  did want to recognize for a moment that there are

         11  very real concerns about the effect of a stadium

         12  that breaks up existing parks.

         13                 Indeed, as I noted in the

         14  Subcommittee earlier this morning, I spent a portion

         15  of my Sunday this week at McCoombs Dam and Molloly

         16  Parks and it cannot be overstated how important

         17  those parks are to the community.

         18                 However, after listening to the

         19  testimony on both sides of this issue, I have

         20  decided to support this plan for several reasons.

         21                 The first is that the City has made a

         22  very significant commitment, over $130 million to

         23  improving the parkland, as well as the sports and

         24  recreation facilities as a result of this project.

         25                 This is a significant investment. The
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          2  parks in the Bronx and around the City need such

          3  commitments, and this will help to rejuvenate the

          4  parkland that is so important in that neighborhood.

          5                 Second, this is a large scale

          6  investment into New York City. $800 million by a

          7  private entity for the purpose of building a new

          8  stadium. We, in New York, who value business and job

          9  creation and progress must acknowledge that this is

         10  a real opportunity.

         11                 This project will generate

         12  construction and permanent jobs for the community

         13  and significant new economic activity for businesses

         14  located in the surrounding area.

         15                 Third, the commitment to build a

         16  MetroNorth station on 161st Street is extremely

         17  important here. A MetroNorth station will help to

         18  reduce traffic, congestion and pollution, not only

         19  in the affected areas of the Bronx that we're

         20  discussing today on game day, but also reduce car

         21  traffic on the Major Deegan which is a significant

         22  source of pollution in the Bronx year-round. And

         23  those of us representing Manhattan districts

         24  appreciate that such a station could have the added

         25  benefit of reducing traffic and congestion coming
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          2  into our Central Business District as well.

          3                 Finally, the Yankees are a New York

          4  Institution, and we want them to continue playing

          5  here and winning here and serving as an economic

          6  engine for New York City for years to come.

          7                 And I personally hope that they will

          8  use this opportunity to double their commitment to

          9  being good neighbors in the surrounding community.

         10  The Bronx Delegation and the Council will hold the

         11  Yankees organization to that.

         12                 I believe this plan deserves to go

         13  forward. I encourage my colleagues to vote yes on

         14  Land Use application 78 to 88, the redevelopment of

         15  Yankee Stadium. And I did also want to take a moment

         16  to congratulate the Bronx Delegation for all of

         17  their hard work on this issue.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much. I

         20  think you just lost the votes, though, of Oddo when

         21  you said the Yankees should keep winning. We'll have

         22  to work on the Mets fans as well.

         23                 Next our Majority Leader Joel Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         25  much, Madam Speaker.
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          2                 I stand today also to lend my support

          3  to the project. A lot of people say why? We have 138

          4  million reasons why we need to support this project.

          5                 If we go back over time, what you

          6  would see is McCoombs Park, Mololly Park,

          7  neighboring parks, have been neglected in terms of

          8  maintenance and financing to rehabilitate them and

          9  renovate those parks.

         10                 These are the same parks that our

         11  children go to play baseball in. Our children go to

         12  to get recreational activities in, our neighborhood

         13  and community residents go to enjoy themselves in. I

         14  believe wholeheartedly that as a strong supporter of

         15  parks within the Bronx and within the City of New

         16  York, that we need to make this sound investment of

         17  $138 million to make sure that whether you come from

         18  upper or lower Manhattan, or from Brooklyn, Queens,

         19  Staten Island or the Bronx, every single child

         20  should have the same opportunity to enjoy equal and

         21  equitable parkland the way they all should.

         22                 I'm also supporting the project

         23  because there is 43,000 vehicles that currently park

         24  within that immediate community. There's over 7,000

         25  parking spaces now in the Yankee Stadium parking
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          2  garage. With the new proposal there will be about 10

          3   - to 11,000 parking that we are making available to

          4  the residents during the off season, that way they

          5  do not have to look for parking on the streets.

          6                 We're also pushing forward on the

          7  feasibility study to make sure that residents can

          8  get residential parking permits. Meaning that on

          9  game day residents will not have to worry about when

         10  I get home am I going to find a parking spot. That's

         11  not going to be the case. We're working hard on

         12  moving forward to make sure that the City recognizes

         13  the residential parking permits must be the case.

         14                 Jobs. There are still some areas in

         15  the Bronx that have double-digit unemployment. And

         16  as our Borough President says, we're taking great

         17  steps forward and it's not the case for the entire

         18  Bronx, but there are still pockets of concern that

         19  we have to rectify, and we don't do that in a

         20  vacuum. The only way you do that is by economic

         21  development. And as the elected leadership of the

         22  City of New York, all of us collectively, we have a

         23  responsibility to promote economic development to

         24  make sure that open opportunity is attainable by

         25  people that come here from so far and spend so long
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          2  time in fighting hard.

          3                 I think that's what this is doing. We

          4  have here a CBA, and I know that we're not voting on

          5  this today, but we have here a signed document, a

          6  legal document that stipulates that we will have a

          7  job, an apprenticeship program to the tune of $1

          8  million to make sure that people will have job

          9  training. We have here that there will be minority

         10  and woman business entrepreneurships available for

         11  the local economy.

         12                 We also have here the fact that

         13  they're going to be contributing to the local

         14  community. And that is key, because part of being a

         15  good neighbor, is recognizing that you just don't

         16  come into the community, play ball and then leave.

         17  It's about coming into the community, investing

         18  within the neighborhood, and making sure that, you

         19  know what? 15,000 kids within the Bronx are now

         20  going to have an opportunity to go see their

         21  favorite baseball player play ball.

         22                 Not every one of those children can

         23  afford to go to the game on their own. That is key.

         24  It's key because you know what? Our kids deserve the

         25  opportunity that when they're outside in the ball
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          2  park, playing baseball, to look up at the ball and

          3  say, you know what? One day I'm going to be in that

          4  ball park. One day I'm going to be the Derek G or

          5  the A. Rodd (phonetic). So, the CBA that was signed

          6  by the president of the Yankees and by some members

          7  of the Delegation and our Borough President,

          8  stipulate that it's a legal document that says we

          9  are taking great strides forward to making sure that

         10  the Yankees and the Bronx community are neighbors

         11  working hand-in-hand.

         12                 I can guarantee you, in three to four

         13  years, when all the renovations are done, when the

         14  parks are beautified and renovated, that is going to

         15  be an area that not only the local residents can be

         16  proud of, but the entire City of New York can be

         17  proud of.

         18                 We're not just renovating the Yankee

         19  Stadium site, ladies and gentlemen, we're making a

         20  huge investment into the entire community.

         21                 We want to make sure that it's not

         22  only for the Yankee fans, but it's for the fans of

         23  the community.

         24                 So, I urge every single one of us to

         25  vote yes on this project. And I urge every single
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          2  one of us to look inside themselves and to know

          3  there is people against the project and understand

          4  and respect their concerns, but we have to look to

          5  the future and ultimately that's what this is about,

          6  a $1.2 billion investment in the community that not

          7  too long ago people gave up on. Howard Cosel said,

          8  ladies and gentlemen, the Bronx is burning. I

          9  believe, and I think we can all stand here today and

         10  say the Bronx is thriving.

         11                 Thank you very much. I urge everyone

         12  to vote yes.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Council Member Arroyo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: I don't know

         15  what else to say, everything has been said.

         16                 I'm sitting here talking to Maria

         17  saying they took my speech. Well, then I will be

         18  brief, since most of what I wanted to say has

         19  already been said.

         20                 I want to reiterate something that I

         21  said earlier in the Committee meeting before the

         22  vote. And I ponder on the journey that we take as

         23  City Council members to get here, and it's a tough

         24  one. We don't get this handed to us, we have to work

         25  very, very, very hard for it.
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          2                 I take great pride in the job that I

          3  do, and I serve my community with a great deal of

          4  respect and dignity, as I'm sure that all of my

          5  colleagues do.

          6                 Today we consider several Land Use

          7  items that affect the 17th Council District and my

          8  adjoining Council Member Foster's district.

          9                 There's been significant interest and

         10  debate and the issue has put some of us on opposite

         11  sides of this debate, and the most troubling part of

         12  this for me has been that the character and

         13  reputation of not only myself, but my colleagues in

         14  elected office in the Bronx has been called to

         15  question. Disagreeing without being disagreeable,

         16  disrespectful and offensive is an art, an art we

         17  must practice and hold each other accountable for at

         18  all times. We cannot let opposing positions distract

         19  us from the issues at hand, issues that when argued

         20  on their merit can serve as a catalyst for positive

         21  change, as has been the case in this situation.

         22                 It is in this spirit that we must

         23  work and serve our communities and each other.

         24  Anything less is unacceptable.

         25                 I want to thank our Speaker, for your
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          2  leadership and your support.  When I had my

          3  one-on-one with you when you were first appointed

          4  Speaker, my first agenda item when I met with you

          5  was I need you to help us deliver a MetroNorth,

          6  related to the Yankee Stadium Project. You've got to

          7  help us get some more benefit out of this project

          8  for our community, and you did exactly that. So, for

          9  that I thank you very much.

         10                 I want to thank the Office of the

         11  Mayor whom we hammered out. In many, many

         12  discussions, more amenities associated with making

         13  sure that we do not create a two-tier system of

         14  parks in the community, because we would have a

         15  beautiful renovated, brand new park and open space

         16  facility in the community and just two blocks north

         17  a current park would be left unaddressed. And we

         18  were able to get from the Mayor's Office a

         19  commitment for $8 million to address the remainder

         20  of Mololly Park to ensure that all parks in that

         21  community are on the same level, in terms of

         22  providing the amenities for the community.

         23                 I want to thank Council Member Katz,

         24  Council Member Garodnick for your patience and your

         25  support during this process; my colleagues in the
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          2  Bronx Delegation; the Speaker's staff, Chuck, Uli

          3  Martinez; the Administration, Parks and Recreation,

          4  Department of Transportation, NYPD, for coming to

          5  the table and helping us find solutions to some

          6  problems that I might remind all of you are

          7  occurring in that community today, not because a

          8  Yankee Stadium project was planned for the

          9  community.

         10                 We need assistance to ensure that our

         11  community residents do not have to struggle and

         12  fight Yankee fans for what available parking there

         13  is in that community.

         14                 I want to thank Council Member Baez.

         15  Maria and Maria. And today Joel made a comment about

         16  the two Marias standing behind him, and you know,

         17  it's true that behind most great men, there are

         18  incredibly strong women. Thank you, Maria, for your

         19  leadership. Thank you for your support when I know

         20  that you probably would have preferred to be home

         21  with your grandson, we were in the library on

         22  Saturday in the Bronx, negotiating and making sure

         23  we got a good community benefits agreement out of

         24  the Yankees.

         25                 I also want to thank those who came
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          2  out during the public hearings. Regardless of

          3  whether you were in favor or opposed to the project.

          4  I want to thank those who met with me personally,

          5  e-mailed, wrote or called my office to provide your

          6  opinion and your feedback. Through your efforts we

          7  gained the necessary information and ammunition to

          8  negotiate improvements to the proposed project. And

          9  as a result, and I won't repeat them, Speaker Quinn

         10  went through them.

         11                 We got a commitment on the MetroNorth

         12  station in Yankee Stadium, and a community benefits

         13  agreement with the Yankees, that given what you look

         14  at, somewhere in the neighborhood of $2.3 million.

         15                 It's a community benefits agreement

         16  that has been signed, and we will hold the Yankees

         17  accountable for ensuring that they deliver to that

         18  community everything and then some.

         19                 I was talking to Council Member Reyna

         20  a little while ago, and said to her that I consider

         21  this a downpayment for the Yankees.

         22                 Where are the Yankees? Are they in

         23  the room?

         24                 This is a downpayment to your

         25  commitment to my community that you will be a better
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          2  neighbor.

          3                 So, if there is a direct line into

          4  the Yankee Administration, we want the number. We

          5  will not leave messages.

          6                 With that said, I want to encourage

          7  my colleagues to support this project. Vote yes on

          8  the ULURP items before us today. Help us make this

          9  project happen, because in the long run it will be

         10  the best thing for our community.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         12                 Next we're going to hear from the

         13  Chair of our Parks Committee, Council Member Helen

         14  Foster, and then two more members after that.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. I

         16  guarantee you what I have to say hasn't been said.

         17                 First let me start off by thanking my

         18  delegation, because we all worked hard together, but

         19  we arrived at different conclusions. And to the

         20  Marias, I appreciate not only the friendship, but

         21  also the way we worked together, and we could

         22  disagree and do it respectfully.

         23                 I think it's important to understand

         24  that while Yankee Stadium is not in my district, I

         25  am the Council Member that lives closest to the
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          2  stadium, and I am the one who when elected in 2001

          3  made a commitment to my community that I would not

          4  let the richest team in baseball build a stadium in

          5  our community without fighting for everything we

          6  deserve.

          7                 And I fought. And today, after the

          8  vote is cast, I won't be done fighting even though I

          9  may lose.

         10                 The community board voted no. The

         11  commitment by MetroNorth is a commitment but the

         12  money isn't there. It doesn't address the 3,000

         13  additional parking spaces. I encourage all of you to

         14  come to the Bronx on Monday, opening day, and see

         15  what we in the community deal with every season. And

         16  while we're talking about the Yankee organization,

         17  and what good neighbors they're going to be, they

         18  could have done it a long time ago and they didn't.

         19                 And, so, forgive me if I don't have

         20  the enthusiasm of my colleagues and I don't trust

         21  them to do what they could have been doing all

         22  along, because they didn't.

         23                 And for the people in my community

         24  that when I walk home I see, and who appreciate what

         25  I'm doing, at the end of the day, I can only say no.
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          2  Saying yes would be being untrue to myself first and

          3  foremost, but being untrue to my community. And to

          4  the Yankee organization, please know that I will be

          5  on the case, and I will be making sure that

          6  everything that is in the community benefits

          7  agreement, that from where I sit looks like a

          8  win/win for the Yankees and leftovers for the

          9  community, I will make sure that to the i and the t,

         10  that everything in it is done.

         11                 And to the Administration, as Chair

         12  of the Parks Committee, while I am encouraged to

         13  hear that we are putting money into Mololly and

         14  other parks, I as of today don't know where exactly

         15  it's going, and no one has spoken to me. And I think

         16  that common courtesy, as Chair of the Parks

         17  Department (sic), as resident of Bronx County who

         18  Mololly resides in my district, that would be nice.

         19                 And, so, I am looking forward to

         20  hearing and seeing on paper what these commitments

         21  are. And I want everyone to understand that the

         22  Bronx Delegation worked hard, and while I don't

         23  agree with a yes vote, I am a member of the

         24  Delegation and I am proud to be a member of that

         25  Delegation, and this is where we disagree today, but
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          2  tomorrow we will go back and work together for the

          3  betterment of Bronx County and our community.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          6                 Next I want to call on the Chair of

          7  the Bronx Delegation, Council Member Maria Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Thank you, Madam

          9  Speaker.

         10                 As is the case with any major

         11  development project that comes before this body, the

         12  proposal to approve the construction of the New York

         13  Yankee Stadium has not been an easy one.

         14                 Many of the issues that were raised

         15  were legitimate and needed to be addressed.

         16                 As Dean of the Delegation, I am proud

         17  that the Bronx Delegation had the resourcefulness,

         18  the patience and the skills to structure and

         19  finalize an agreement that has allowed us to get to

         20  this point.

         21                 Because of this, I am proudly casting

         22  my vote in favor of building a new Yankee Stadium. I

         23  am confident that after all the public hearing, the

         24  debates, the shouting and the negotiations, that the

         25  Bronx Delegation has met its obligation to the
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          2  residents who reside in that surrounding community,

          3  secondly to the entire Bronx community and to the

          4  people of the City of New York.

          5                 I would like to first thank everyone

          6  who was involved in this process, those who

          7  supported the project and those who would not bring

          8  themselves to see the merits of our arguments.

          9                 I would also like to thank the New

         10  York State Legislature, Assemblyman Jose Rivera,

         11  Assemblywoman Carmen Arroyo, Mayor Bloomberg and his

         12  staff, Department of Parks, Department of

         13  Transportation, NYPD. Thank you, Speaker Quinn, for

         14  your trust, patience and willingness to go to bat

         15  for the Bronx, both Chairs Garodnick and Katz and

         16  the Land Use staff for their homework on this

         17  project.

         18                 I would also like to thank the

         19  Borough President, the Bronx Delegation for their

         20  leadership in this process.

         21                 A special recognition to Council

         22  Member Arroyo, for being a strong fighter and a

         23  thoughtful negotiator.

         24                 I want to personally thank the

         25  Yankees, and particularly Randy Levine for his
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          2  personal commitment for addressing the issues raised

          3  by the community and the Delegation.

          4                 Ultimately, I want to say thank you

          5  to the people of the County of the Bronx,

          6  particularly those who live in the surrounding area.

          7  I believe that our actions today will create jobs

          8  for our community, allow for business growth and

          9  will result in benefits to future generations. A

         10  special thanks to Chuck, who we called constantly,

         11  and who was very helpful, Uli Martinez, to our

         12  staff, Sherman, Paul, Michael and Albert for all

         13  that they did in this project, and I strongly urge

         14  my colleagues to vote yes.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Council Member Oliver

         17  Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         19                 People have asked me, why are you

         20  voting for this project? And first and foremost, I

         21  think I'm voting for this project because for the

         22  last 20 odd years, there has been always the fear in

         23  many people, particularly people from the Bronx, as

         24  I am, my lifelong residents, that the Yankees might

         25  leave. And I know that in the last few years George
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          2  Steinbrenner has sort of cooled his ardor of

          3  leaving, but there was a time not that long ago when

          4  everybody feared that the Yankees might leave. And,

          5  you know, someone might say, ahh, they'll never

          6  leave. Well, I'm old enough to remember the Dodgers

          7  in Brooklyn, and the Giants at the Polo Grounds, and

          8  they left. And the New York Giants, who

          9  unfortunately now play in New Jersey, they left,

         10  too. So, the idea of the Yankees leaving the Bronx,

         11  though it seems unthinkable, we had to think about

         12  it. And now we won't have to think about it anymore,

         13  and that's the best thing about the situation, and

         14  the best thing about our vote today and the project

         15  that we're approving.

         16                 The Yankees for the foreseeable

         17  future, for our kids and our grandchildren, will be

         18  the Bronx Bombers. So, that's number one why I'm

         19  voting for it.

         20                 But I'm also voting for it because

         21  it's a project that will bring jobs to the Bronx.

         22  And I want to congratulate my colleagues, and

         23  particularly Carmen Arroyo for the job training, and

         24  apprenticeship initiative, it's a project that is

         25  going to bring revitalization in many parks,
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          2  although regrettably certain parks will in fact

          3  disappear. And that's regrettable, but on balance

          4  this is good. This is a good thing for the

          5  community. It helps revitalize that community. With

          6  this and the court projects and the related project

          7  at the Bronx Terminal Market, you will not recognize

          8  this corner of the South Bronx in ten years. Anybody

          9  coming back will say, no, this could not possibly be

         10  the South Bronx, because it will be, you know, an

         11  entirely revitalized area.

         12                 So, bottom line, we're doing

         13  something here that's good for the Bronx, it's good

         14  for New York City, it will make us all feel proud on

         15  opening day, three or four years from now when we're

         16  sitting in the new stadium.

         17                 We wish we could have gotten more. I

         18  just want to put a little footnote and say the

         19  Yankees promised 800,000 a year, but they refused to

         20  allow that to increase with inflation, so 40 years,

         21  what's that going to be worth?

         22                 Let's fix that before long. I know

         23  the Borough President agrees with me, and he's been

         24  wonderful in getting a deal that we should get.

         25                 And, finally, I want to say this: I
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          2  went to Yankee Stadium about four years ago, and the

          3  Yankees wanted to then have a project that the City

          4  would put $400 million into, and those of us in

          5  government, even though the Yankees were solicitors

          6  and very nice and invited us up to the stadium, we

          7  said no, we're not going to put $400 million of

          8  taxpayer money in it, and there's no $400 million

          9  the Yankees are paying for their stadium. Yes, we're

         10  fixing up some of the public infrastructure, but

         11  we're not putting public money into the stadium. And

         12  that's a victory. That shows that the corporate

         13  interest cannot always win.

         14                 So, on balance, this is something

         15  that ought to be supported. Yes, are there still

         16  problems? Sure there are. But on balance, this is a

         17  good thing. As far as I'm concerned, the Yankees are

         18  here for the foreseeable future, and as someone who

         19  has lived as a Yankee fan since I was a little kid,

         20  this is the day to celebrate, the Bronx Bombers are

         21  staying home.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: That concludes

         23  Communication from the Speaker.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of General Orders.
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          2                 Council Member Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Chair.

          5                 You know, we have the power to not

          6  have this divide up in the balcony, jobs versus

          7  parks. We have the power to have jobs and a park.

          8  But what we did was sit down with George

          9  Steinbrenner and the Yankees, whose been in the

         10  South Bronx for 83 years, and in 83 years money was

         11  put in by the Koch Administration for the stadium,

         12  83 years we got nothing from Steinbrenner and the

         13  Yankees, and not all 83 years are Steinbrenner's

         14  years. The years he was born.

         15                 But when we look at this particular

         16  project, you deserve better. You're clapping now,

         17  but don't be surprised on opening day if you don't

         18  say Yankee go home, because I'll tell you, when you

         19  have the power to get jobs, you shouldn't settle for

         20  25 percent coming from the Bronx.

         21                 When you have the power to tell the

         22  Yankees that they cannot have the park, that they

         23  have to build somewhere else, you still can get

         24  jobs, you still can get restaurants, you can get

         25  everything you want when you use your power. You
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          2  deserve better, and today, you didn't get the best

          3  out of the Yankees. And the Yankees cannot be

          4  trusted.

          5                 Council Member Foster, I respect you

          6  for your courage and for your stance and for taking

          7  a tough position in opposition from chairs, from

          8  people who want jobs. You're going to get jobs no

          9  matter what. No matter where they built this

         10  stadium, you would get jobs. You didn't have to

         11  sacrifice a park to get the jobs.

         12                 I want to say that we're making a

         13  mistake here today. But, you know, the Jets weren't

         14  good enough for Manhattan, Nascar is not good for

         15  Staten Island, the arena of the Nets is not good for

         16  Brooklyn, and this stadium is not good for the Bronx

         17  in the present state that we negotiated.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Council member.

         20                 Report of Special Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         23  Standing Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.
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          2                 Preconsidered Intro. 244. Members of

          3  the Fire Department who formerly served as Police

          4  Officers.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          8  Committee on Finance.

          9                 Preconsidered Intro. 259. Date of

         10  submission by the Mayor of the proposed Executive

         11  Budget.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 106

         15  and Reso 233. Transfer of City funds. Fiscal Year

         16  2006.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 107

         20  and Reso 234. Appropriate new revenues, Fiscal Year

         21  2006.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on Land Use.

                                                            64

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 LU 32. ULURP, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

          4  modifications and referred to the City Planning

          5  Commission pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) with the Rules

          6  of the Council, and Section 197-d of the New York

          7  City Charter.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 48 and Reso 235.

          9  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 50 and Reso 236.

         13  UDAAP, Manhattan.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 52 and Reso 237.

         17  UDAAP, Manhattan.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 60 and Reso 238.

         21  ULURP, Queens.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 61 and Reso 239.

         25  ULURP, Queens.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 70 and Reso 240.

          5  ULURP, Queens.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 78 and Reso 241.

          9  ULURP, Bronx.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 79 and Reso 242.

         13  ULURP, Bronx.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 80 and Reso 243.

         17  ULURP, Bronx.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 81 and Reso 244.

         21  ULURP, Bronx.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 82 and Reso 245.

         25  ULURP, Bronx.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 83 and Reso 246.

          5  ULURP, Bronx.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 84 and Reso 247.

          9  ULURP, Bronx.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 85 and Reso 248.

         13  ULURP, Bronx.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 86 and Reso 249.

         17  ULURP, Bronx.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 87 and Reso 250.

         21  ULURP, Bronx.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 88, and Reso 251.

         25  ULURP, Bronx.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 90 and Reso 252.

          5  ULURP, Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 96 and Reso 253.

          9  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 98 and Reso 254.

         13  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 100

         17  and Reso 255. UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 101,

         21  and Reso 256. In rem action, Brooklyn.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 102,

         25  Reso 257. In rem, Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          5  Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 32 and Reso 258.

          7  ULURP, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         11  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 And at this point I ask for the roll

         15  call on all items on the coupled General Order

         16  Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

          3  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'd like to

          6  vote no on preconsidered Intro. 244. I don't think

          7  they should allow, the police officers should not

          8  come in as new hirees. When they go to the Police

          9  Department I think they should have -- the Fire

         10  Department, they should have their same level of pay

         11  and status when they move to the Fire Department.

         12                 So, I want to vote no on Intro. 244,

         13  and I vote no on the Yankee Stadium LU items 78 to

         14  88 and resos, accompanying resos 241 to 251, I vote

         15  no. Aye on all others.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I would like

         18  to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to say

         21  that I've listened carefully to this debate on

         22  Yankee Stadium and I have great respect for how the

         23  Bronx Delegation, working with Council Member Foster

         24  and others who support it, how they continue to work

         25  together, and I have great respect for the Borough
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          2  President and the work that he does.

          3                 I do think, coming from a

          4  Yankee-supporting family, staying in the Bronx is

          5  extremely important. But there have been, you know,

          6  many questions about how to monitor the jobs, the

          7  parking, parking and parks on top of garages.

          8                 Having done my own community benefits

          9  agreement before such a word exists four years ago

         10  with Time Warner, getting 269 jobs from the

         11  neighborhood into that building, but how having to

         12  revisit, because you don't know if people from the

         13  neighborhood are still there. It takes tremendous

         14  vigilance over long-term way beyond term limits.

         15                 And, so, I also am concerned about

         16  some of the processes, eight days alienation of a

         17  park in Albany is extremely fast. Not a lot of

         18  transparency to that process.

         19                 So, I vote aye on all items, but I'm

         20  very aware that there are issues specific to pay

         21  attention to, and processes in this town is always a

         22  challenge.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, may I please be excused to explain my

          3  vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

          6                 I wanted to just really congratulate

          7  the Bronx Delegation, Council Member Helen Foster,

          8  the Speaker's Office, the Land Use staff, our Chair

          9  of Land Use and our Chair of Planning, because this

         10  has been an extraordinary effort on behalf of the

         11  South Bronx.

         12                 As I chaired just briefly in the

         13  Planning Committee, I worked in the Bronx prior to

         14  being elected here as the Director of Business

         15  Development, and I was the first director of the

         16  Bronx portion of the Empowerment Zone. I know that

         17  there are many, many Bronx residents who have really

         18  labored at seeing the rise of their community, and

         19  part of that vision has been how do we attract

         20  business to the South Bronx. How do we reinvigorate

         21  and bring forward the promise of tomorrow for the

         22  next generation.

         23                 And, you know, the Yankees have been

         24  a staple in this part of town, but what makes this

         25  so significantly different is the concerted effort
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          2  that everyone is making to make this happen on

          3  behalf of the people, the children and the residents

          4  of this community.

          5                 I think that that will make

          6  ultimately the difference in the behavior and the

          7  relationship that the Yankees organization has with

          8  this community and by extension with the City of New

          9  York.

         10                 I want to congratulate everyone who

         11  has been a part of really making this breakthrough

         12  and I want to also just let my colleague Helen

         13  Foster know that I'll be right by her side, because

         14  if there's any renegging that goes on in this

         15  process, I'll be out there marching with her.

         16                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         17  Advocate, and I'll vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to

         23  congratulate the Bronx Delegation, Councilwoman

         24  Helen Foster, the Chairs of the Subcommittee and the

         25  Land Use Committee and all the people that were
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          2  involved in putting together the package for Yankee

          3  Stadium, and I want to remind the members that a lot

          4  of what the Bronx Delegation had to do they had to

          5  do on their own because we are only limited by

          6  certain areas in the Land Use procedure.

          7                 They had to create a community

          8  benefits agreement because there is a vacuum in a

          9  legislative body on how to make sure that we enforce

         10  that legislatively.

         11                 We need to take a look at how we can

         12  make the issues around what the Bronx had to do

         13  under the legislative purview of this City Council,

         14  so that we can ensure in perpetuity that when a

         15  development project is done, that the job benefits,

         16  the construction benefits, the ability to ensure

         17  infrastructure outside of our purview is under the

         18  Council purview.

         19                 I think that as we deal with more of

         20  these development projects, it becomes more and more

         21  apparent that those issues need to be protected in

         22  perpetuity.

         23                 I believe that the Bronx Delegation

         24  did an excellent job dealing with all of the factors

         25  that they had around them. And I'm happy, as I said
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          2  earlier, to support them in talking about this

          3  project, but I just wanted to raise that issue for

          4  us to consider as a legislative body.

          5                 We need to make sure that there's a

          6  legislative fix to a lot of these issues so that we

          7  can ensure that the City can be the monitor and not

          8  just the Council members, that the City agencies can

          9  monitor these things to ensure that all communities

         10  are taken care of.

         11                 I also want to congratulate the

         12  Speaker for all of her efforts with bringing this

         13  together, and allowing the Bronx Delegation to do

         14  everything they needed to do to get to this point.

         15  And I will help with whatever I can to ensure that

         16  we continue to have conversations about these types

         17  of projects.

         18                 I also want to congratulate David

         19  Weprin for what he did with the mod, because that's

         20  a major issue that we haven't talked about today

         21  regarding the Yankee Stadium. But I want to say yes

         22  to all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, permission to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          4                 I also want to commend the Speaker

          5  and all of our colleagues from the Bronx and from

          6  beyond the Bronx who worked so hard to ensure that a

          7  lot more was done to make this positive for the

          8  community and for the whole of New York City. I

          9  think in particular the achievements separate but

         10  related around the MetroNorth station were

         11  particularly important, and important to so many

         12  members of the Council.

         13                 But I also want to strongly commend

         14  Council Member Helen Diane Foster. I think she has

         15  framed the challenges going forward very, very

         16  fairly. And I think the idea that several of my

         17  colleagues mentioned, that the vote we take is the

         18  beginning of the process, not the end of the

         19  process. I think that's true for all of us facing

         20  major development projects in our neighborhood.

         21                 And I would also say, and I think the

         22  history was referred to, there has been a history

         23  with the Yankee organization and with Mr.

         24  Steinbrenner, of not always being as willing to

         25  support the community or being the best neighbor in
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          2  many ways, and I think we need to be mindful of that

          3  going forward.

          4                 So, I would say if ever there was a

          5  time to vote Ronald Reagan, this is it, and we need

          6  to trust but verify and be very vigilant going

          7  forward. But I will support the project and I vote

          8  aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, permission to explain my vote, please?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: You know,

         14  advocates on both sides of the Yankee Stadium

         15  proposal have raised passionate and serious

         16  community concerns.

         17                 The Bronx Delegation has labored long

         18  and hard. It has been a difficult path. They have

         19  reached a conclusion.

         20                 My colleague, and my friend, Council

         21  Member Diane Foster, has raised the bar. She has

         22  brought to the forefront issues that none of us must

         23  ever forget as we go forward to ponder future

         24  development in all of our districts.

         25                 I respect the fact that many people
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          2  on both sides came out to speak, and I applaud them

          3  for doing so. I have read, I have listened to

          4  concerns raised by all, and I have searched deep in

          5  my soul for an answer.

          6                 Having researched this and pondered

          7  long, listened to my colleagues, and because of the

          8  fact that the Bronx is the one borough in this great

          9  City that is the poorest congressional district,

         10  because of the high rate of unemployment, because of

         11  the health issues, I believe that what my colleagues

         12  from the Bronx Delegation has put together is the

         13  best that can be offered, and I vote in the

         14  affirmative.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can I be

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'm not

         23  interested in doing so anyway.

         24                 But I would like to vote aye for all

         25  and ask the Yankees to move their corporate
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          2  headquarters from Tampa Bay to the Bronx as well.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered,

          9  if you speak.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'll try.

         11                 Speaker Quinn was exactly correct. It

         12  is extraordinarily difficult for me as a life-long

         13  Met fan to vote for anything for the Yankees.

         14  Perhaps even more so as a life-long democrat, I was

         15  always reminded of the fact that the Yankees are, in

         16  fact, owned by a Watergate-related felon. Facts are

         17  facts, Oddo.

         18                 Nonetheless, I recognize the

         19  seriousness of this entire issue, and I have to look

         20  at what I think is the greater good of the City of

         21  New York.

         22                 I have absolute faith that my

         23  colleagues, Majority Leader, the two Marias, the

         24  rest of the Bronx Delegation, have, in fact,

         25  negotiated out of a very, very tough negotiator, the
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          2  best possible deal that could be arrived at for the

          3  people of the Bronx and the people of the City of

          4  New York.

          5                 I know that sports is an enormous

          6  business in this City, and is a very, very important

          7  revenue generator in this City as well. And as much

          8  as I hate the Yankees, I'd hate even more if they

          9  picked up and left, and they are in fact entitled to

         10  a stadium that is first class, as other people of

         11  the Bronx are entitled to first class parks. And,

         12  so, I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Pass.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'll vote

         17  aye on all, with the exception of Intro. 244, which

         18  unbelievably, I join Charles Barron in voting no in.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Pass.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes, and

          3  request unanimous consent to vote yes on all Land

          4  Use Call-Ups as well. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: As most of you

         17  know, I have been an outspoken critic of the

         18  proposed Atlantic Yards Project slated to be built

         19  at the crossroads of Brooklyn at Atlantic and

         20  Flatbush Avenue in my district.

         21                 The proposed project would include a

         22  20,000-seat arena for the New Jersey Nets and 17

         23  buildings towering over a low-rise brownstone.

         24  Totally out of scale, out of character, a project

         25  that has abused the power of eminent domain by
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          2  wielding a weapon of mass destruction in my

          3  district.

          4                 From the day one I have stated that

          5  the proposed Atlantic Yards project should have been

          6  subject, should be subject to ULURP. The discussion

          7  surrounding the Yankee Stadium occurred because of

          8  ULURP. The Bronx Delegation had leverage because of

          9  ULURP. The Bronx Delegation was empowered because of

         10  ULURP. I, we, the Brooklyn Delegation, have none

         11  over the fate of the proposed Nets Stadium, over the

         12  proposed Atlantic Yards Project, a project which

         13  will be the largest development project in Brooklyn

         14  in over 40 years. The Bronx Delegation had hearings

         15  after hearings after hearings over the Yankee

         16  Stadium. I had to yell, scream and beg for a hearing

         17  on the proposed Atlantic Yards. Why? Because I have

         18  no leverage. Why? Because I have no power to

         19  negotiate. Why? Because the Administration has

         20  decided to acquiesce, cosign our power to Albany.

         21  The largest public project development in Brooklyn

         22  in over 40 years.

         23                 And although I may have some concerns

         24  with the outcome of the negotiation, I recognize

         25  that politics is the art of negotiation and
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          2  compromise, and I do not have that in Atlantic

          3  Yards. And it's because of that reason, because I

          4  support the process but do have some concerns with

          5  the outcome, I am going to abstain on LU 78 through

          6  88 and the accompanying resolution, and vote aye on

          7  the rest of the agenda. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, I'd like to ask unanimous consent to vote

         13  aye on the Land Use Call-Ups which I failed to do

         14  earlier?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         17  And I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: May I be

         20  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you.

         23                 First, I am going to be joining

         24  Council Member Barron in voting no on Resolution

         25  244. Councilman Oddo just noted that Council Member
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          2  DeBlasio is quoting Reagan, and Councilman Gallagher

          3  is quoting Charles Barron, so I'm going to get out

          4  of here quick before the roof falls.

          5                 Next, I'm going to be voting no on

          6  the budget modification, and I want to explain the

          7  reason why I'm doing that.

          8                 First let me commend Speaker Quinn on

          9  her leadership when it comes to public health and

         10  health care in this City.

         11                 One of the first things, I'm not sure

         12  many of you know, that she did as our Speaker was to

         13  come out to Staten Island and meet with health care

         14  professionals and folks in the health care industry

         15  to acknowledge that Staten Island has been, I'd like

         16  to say shortchanged by HHC, but we've been no

         17  changed by HHC, and Speaker Quinn came to Staten

         18  Island, demonstrated her leadership and commitment

         19  with respect to the premise that all of the citizens

         20  of this City deserve good health care, even those

         21  who reside in Staten Island.

         22                 So, I want to thank you, again,

         23  publicly, Speaker Quinn, for your leadership, and

         24  which leads me to why I'm voting no. In a moment, I

         25  don't know if I should give advance notice, but I'm
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          2  going to be joined by, or I should say I'm joining

          3  my colleagues in the Staten Island Delegation, and

          4  this is a protest, if you will, it's a message that

          5  we want to send to HHC, because in this budget

          6  modification there is $600 million going to HHC, and

          7  as Councilman McMahon was able to demonstrate during

          8  the Finance Committee, not a single penny of that is

          9  coming to Staten Island, and that's atrocious, and

         10  the message needs to be heard, that that is no

         11  longer, never was, but is certainly no longer

         12  acceptable, we're not going to stand for that

         13  anymore and that needs to be changed.

         14                 No on preconsidered M 106 and

         15  Resolution 233 and aye on the rest.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: I want to

         21  reiterate what I said this morning in the Land Use

         22  Committee. Yankee Stadium may be the house that Ruth

         23  built, but we can't allow the new stadium to be

         24  built on broken promises and failed commitments.

         25                 With that said, I vote aye on the
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          2  General Order calendar, and with permission I'd like

          3  to vote aye on the Land Use Call-Ups.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: May I

         10  please be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: The

         13  vote we're asked to make today to authorize the use

         14  of public parkland for the building of a new Yankee

         15  Stadium is an overwhelming responsibility. It would

         16  be of great understatement to say that my votes

         17  today come after extensive deliberation.

         18                 I am concerned, though, with the

         19  process that led us to this point today, a process

         20  that fast track the alienation of parkland with no

         21  transparency and minimal accountability is a

         22  precedent that should give us pause.

         23                 It is also cause for concern that in

         24  our great city the public subsidization of private

         25  ventures is fast becoming par for the course in how
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          2  we conduct business.

          3                 I fully understand that if we are to

          4  rebuild our great City, we must at times put our

          5  money where our mouth is, but as a legislative body

          6  moving forward, it is important that we strike a

          7  balance and ensure that communities most

          8  disenfranchised are on the crest of that wave of

          9  investment and not left behind in its wake.

         10                 In the end, I feel that the City

         11  Council has been able to make the best of a

         12  difficult situation.

         13                 I commend the community advocates

         14  whose constant presence and voices guided our

         15  efforts, who pushed us to ensure a better outcome

         16  and to make the most out of this daunting challenge.

         17                 I thank the great leadership of our

         18  Speaker Christine Quinn, of the Bronx Delegation

         19  Chair, Maria Baez, and Council Member Maria del

         20  Carmen Arroyo, as well as Council Member Foster.

         21                 Through their efforts we have a

         22  project labor agreement that will ensure our

         23  constituents an opportunity to access the

         24  construction jobs that will result in good paying

         25  jobs with benefits, a commitment that the MetroNorth
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          2  Station will be built, a commitment to upgrades and

          3  improvement on the parks north of Yankee Stadium,

          4  among other benefits.

          5                 The Yankees, though, can go even

          6  further in solidifying their commitment to the

          7  surrounding community by committing to indexing the

          8  CBA, the Community Benefits Agreement, to inflation

          9  over the duration of the agreement, by cutting back

         10  on the number of parking spaces now that we know

         11  that the MetroNorth station will be built.

         12                 I continue to strongly advocate these

         13  points. As development continues to grow in New York

         14  City, it is imperative that the Council work to

         15  balance the needs of economic development with those

         16  at the local community. The agreements we have

         17  negotiated indicate that we are working diligently

         18  to do just that.

         19                 I am encouraged by what we have been

         20  able to accomplish in this process and look forward

         21  to the full support of my colleagues in the future

         22  as I address similar issues in my district.

         23                 Having said that, I would like to

         24  vote aye on all General Orders, with the exception

         25  of Land Use Item 82 and accompanying Reso 245, LU 84
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          2  and companion Reso 247, LU 85 and companion Reso

          3  248, LU 87 and accompanying Reso 250, and LU 88 and

          4  accompanying Reso 251.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, can I be excused to explain my vote?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Again, as

         10  mentioned earlier, this body is faced with the

         11  responsibility on voting on ULURP's Land Use review,

         12  and as we do that, there are negotiations that take

         13  place, and as mentioned earlier, that's not what

         14  we're particularly voting on. We're voting on a

         15  ULURP process, and on that I want to vote aye, and I

         16  want to commend the leadership of the Bronx for

         17  putting together a community benefit package that

         18  will guarantee not only the expansion of Yankee

         19  Stadium, but also commitments of economic

         20  development, and commitments to the Yankees that for

         21  a long time have not been good neighbors. But I

         22  trust the leadership of the Bronx Delegation with

         23  Maria Baez and Maria del Carmen Arroyo, and our

         24  Majority Leader Joel Rivera, to ensure that the

         25  Yankees meet their commitment and ensure that the
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          2  residents of the Bronx, as he stated, could be proud

          3  of a community where not only are they going to say

          4  the Bronx is burning, but the Bronx is moving

          5  forward.

          6                 And having said that, I want to also

          7  commend Council Member Foster for elevating the

          8  debate and bringing up important issues and concerns

          9  to the communities that were also considered as we

         10  looked at many of the points of agreements that were

         11  made.

         12                 So, on that, I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, I request leave to explain my vote.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I want to

         18  first congratulate all of those who are on both

         19  sides of the Yankee Stadium issue here today, those

         20  who are voting yes, and I know they're joined by the

         21  great Borough President of the Bronx Adolfo Carrion,

         22  and Assemblywoman Rivera, I congratulate them for

         23  what they have accomplished. And those who vote

         24  against it, I applaud them for the fact that they

         25  are voting out of conscience and doing what they
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          2  think is right.

          3                 Even though today is not the victory,

          4  they've handled themselves very well, and they make

          5  this entire body very, very proud.

          6                 I, too, will be voting against the

          7  budget modification, which includes a $600 million

          8  supplement from the City to HHC, which will bring

          9  down another $600 million from Albany.

         10                 And as my colleague Andrew Lanza

         11  said, the three of us from Staten Island are doing

         12  this quite simply as a protest vote.

         13                 My colleagues in this City Council,

         14  this body is known for fighting unfairness and

         15  inequity, and there are inequities all across this

         16  City that we have tackled, whether it was about

         17  education, or health care, or transportation, or

         18  fiscal needs of our fellow New Yorkers.

         19                 But the people of Staten Island are

         20  currently suffering from a great inequality, an

         21  inability to access health care. There is no HHC

         22  facility on Staten Island that provides health care

         23  to the people of Staten Island. In fact, of HHC's

         24  capital budget, .05 percent is spent on Staten

         25  Island, and of their Expense Budget  .02 percent,
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          2  and yet we have five to six percent of the

          3  population. Meanwhile, one of our private hospitals

          4  is in bankruptcy and the other is in financial

          5  distress. This City has to help. It is not a fair

          6  thing that the people of Staten Island do not have

          7  access to health care.

          8                 And so I thank the Speaker for her

          9  leadership, her understanding that our vote today is

         10  not a vote against the things that she, our

         11  colleagues, have accomplished in the other parts of

         12  the budget, but simply on the matter of the protest,

         13  a shot across the bow of the ship known as injustice

         14  and inequity.

         15                 Accordingly, I vote aye on all,

         16  except preconsidered M 106 and Reso 233, as well as

         17  preconsidered Intro. 244, I vote no on both. Thank

         18  you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Permission to

         23  explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: I want to
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          2  congratulate the Bronx Delegation and all my

          3  brothers and sisters in the Council for all their

          4  work to try to get a better agreement from the

          5  Yankees.

          6                 As a long-time Yankee fan, I would be

          7  very saddened by the fact that I can no longer stand

          8  there in a place where I took my nephew to see David

          9  Wells pitch a perfect game, a place where I stood

         10  with tears in my eyes as I bid farewell to Paul

         11  O'Neil, and tears of joy when Derek Jeeder became

         12  Mr. November. That place will no longer exist.

         13                 But there are two issues that have

         14  not come up today that I really must address. We

         15  must talk about community-based planning. We must

         16  talk about the community having a seat at the table

         17  from the very beginning and having real input in the

         18  process, and not allowing powerful and wealthy

         19  institutions to define the development that goes on

         20  without the community having a seat at the table.

         21                 It is something that is plaguing my

         22  community and other communities in this City.

         23                 Yankee Stadium could have been

         24  rebuilt, that stadium as it existed. It was rebuilt

         25  and renovated in the seventies, and we could have
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          2  gotten jobs and lots of other benefits by rebuilding

          3  that current stadium, the historic stadium.

          4                 I abstain from Land Use Matters 78

          5  through 88, and the accompanying resolutions, and I

          6  vote aye on everything else. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

          9  Chair, permission to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: First and

         12  foremost, I want to commend the hard work of all the

         13  parties involved in the incredible debate that we

         14  have had here in the City of New York regarding

         15  Yankee Stadium to the community members, their

         16  representatives, their colleagues from the Bronx

         17  Delegation, to my friend, Helen Foster, who has been

         18  a champion promoting what she believes is the right

         19  thing, but I really do commend the hard work of all

         20  the parties involved and at the end of the day, I

         21  believe that the benefits agreement will be a

         22  positive benefit for the people of the Bronx in the

         23  City of New York, and are looking forward to a

         24  subway series so the Mets can get one up on the

         25  Yankees, speaking on behalf of the Queens. And in a
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          2  few short weeks we'll be dealing with the Mets. I

          3  hope the New York Mets hear this message loud and

          4  clear. Take a page out from what the Yankees have

          5  done in the Bronx and do the right thing by the

          6  Queens' residents. We'll be meeting with you on

          7  Friday to discuss that.

          8                 So, I vote in the affirmative to all

          9  the Land Use items. I will be only voting no to one

         10  item today, Intro. 244, which I believe is extremely

         11  unfair to New York City police officers by denying

         12  them an opportunity to roll over into other,

         13  specifically the Fire Department. They have been

         14  unfairly signaled out, and this is extremely unfair

         15  to our heroes in blue who perhaps want an

         16  opportunity for a better quality of life as members

         17  of the FDNY. I don't understand how it happened, but

         18  I will resoundingly vote no to this measure which is

         19  completely unfair to New York's finest.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.
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          2                 There's a lot of hoopla with the

          3  Bronx, and they deserve it. There is no doubt about

          4  it. And all of the delegation, my colleagues,

          5  whether some gave a Bronx cheer, or some actually

          6  saluted for you, I congratulate you on that.

          7                 In the middle of all this, a rezoning

          8  has been growing in Brooklyn, and I wanted to bring

          9  that to the fore, and thank Tony Avella and his

         10  committee members who put in long hours. I'm glad

         11  I'm not on that particular committee for sure. And,

         12  of course, the entire Land Use staff, and Melinda

         13  Katz and the Committee of Land Use as a whole, and

         14  Terri Rodi and Alan Burke of Community Board 14. And

         15  also, the importance of this is that we're helping

         16  to stem the tide of the uglification of my little

         17  corner of the world and a lot of others in this City

         18  that developers have had a real sharp frenzy with

         19  for these many years. And the real beneficiaries are

         20  the people in my Council district who will have more

         21  air, more light, more parking spaces, et cetera. And

         22  it took a long time to get here but here we are, so

         23  I thank all involved, and with that I vote aye on

         24  all.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I want to vote

          4  no on preconsidered 254 and yes on the rest of the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I'd like to

          8  vote no and join my colleague Charles Barron on

          9  preconsidered Intro. 244. Vote no and vote aye on

         10  everything else.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Permission to

         13  explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: At Land Use

         16  today I had expressed my sincere and strong decision

         17  as far as the need to see a written and signed

         18  delivered document that would delineate all the

         19  items that had been mentioned on the record.

         20                 From my experience during last year's

         21  rezoning, and I went into the specifics of how we

         22  had agreed upon affordable housing, and at that time

         23  last year, there was an area median income of

         24  $62,800 in the City of New York, which is now today

         25  at 70,000. And today the City of New York is
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          2  claiming that that is the area median income that

          3  they're going to be honoring, rather than what we

          4  committed to last year, shortchanging a community

          5  that is in need of affordable housing. It's too bad

          6  that those specifics were based on faith rather than

          7  a signed document.

          8                 And, so, I am happy to see that there

          9  is a signed document here before us in the hands of

         10  our majority leader, and there are continued

         11  unsettled issues that we're going to foresee

         12  settling.

         13                 With that, I vote aye on all items

         14  and I must mention that in today's budget

         15  modifications, there is no additional funding to

         16  build affordable housing reflective in HPD's agency.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         20  Madam President.

         21                 I'd like to, with special permission,

         22  to vote for all of the Land Use Call-Ups, and also

         23  all coupled orders in the Land Use Call-Ups that we

         24  have.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Also, I'd

          3  like permission to explain my vote.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

          6                 I think that this is a very historic

          7  day for us in the Bronx, and I say that because for

          8  a borough that has had tremendous hardship being the

          9  only double-digit, unemployed area in the county,

         10  the only county in the State, having the poorest

         11  congressional district, this is an opportunity for a

         12  delegation led by our Chair, who I will say had the

         13  patience of Jobe and listened to all sides and all

         14  issues of concern.

         15                 And, so, everybody who had their idea

         16  of what should be done, had an opportunity to voice

         17  that idea and opinion.

         18                 And this is a tremendous opportunity

         19  because when we first stepped into the room, I said

         20  to the Yankees, since we can't be your partners, we

         21  may as well be your friend. And how you treat your

         22  friends, that's how we want to be treated.

         23                 And, so, based upon that, it gave us

         24  a tremendous opportunity to say that these are the

         25  things that mean so much to the Bronx. And if you're
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          2  truly our friend, you will accept those things,

          3  because that's what friends are for, in time of

          4  need. So, they have risen to the occasion.

          5                 So, I want to commend all of the

          6  colleagues from the Bronx and those here in the

          7  Council and the Speaker for facilitating those

          8  meetings that we had, for this is a historical event

          9  and it should be the prototype that's used whenever

         10  there are stadiums being built, an opportunity for a

         11  project labor agreement, one that will allow

         12  opportunities, not for just this job, but training

         13  our young people, unemployed, to take jobs in the

         14  future, and become members of a trade and many

         15  trades who have kept them out for so many years. I

         16  vote yes.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First, I

          3  would like to congratulate the Bronx Delegation for

          4  doing such a fantastic job on this issue.

          5                 I've always like the Yankees, and I

          6  will like them much more now. On that note, I would

          7  like to vote aye on all that come before us. Thank

          8  you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I vote aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all. And

         14  I request unanimous consent to vote aye on all Land

         15  Use Call-Ups and any other issues that may come

         16  before the Stated Meeting.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: May I please be

         22  excused to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I've sat very

         25  attentively and listened to all of the arguments and
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          2  the support in reference to the Yankee Stadium

          3  venture. As Chairman of the Economic Development

          4  Committee, however, I cannot get into the kind of

          5  enthusiasm and the kind of elated feeling people are

          6  having concerning the idea of hope. Hope if a very

          7  good thing, however, I'm more concerned as Chairman

          8  of the Economic Development Committee, with the

          9  commitments that was made on the part of the Yankees

         10  on tangible issues related to the cost benefit, not

         11  just to the cost benefit for the Yankees, but the

         12  cost benefit to the people of the Bronx. And I heard

         13  my colleague, Council Member James, mention the

         14  venture in Brooklyn, concerning the stadium there.

         15                 First of all, let me commend my

         16  colleagues in the Bronx for doing such a wonderful

         17  job. And let me just say to my colleague, Council

         18  Member Foster, that this is about the business of

         19  the City of New York, and I am looking at it as it

         20  relates to the business of the City of New York. And

         21  all those benefits and commitments that have been

         22  made will be addressed as this goes along.

         23                 The vote today, I believe one of my

         24  colleagues said this is just the beginning. The

         25  Economic Development Committee will have a hearing
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          2  as we move forward. We will have it as often as

          3  possible. We will hear from the people in the Bronx

          4  to see whether or not they are seeing the benefit,

          5  if they are reaping their enthusiasm, if hope is

          6  matched with or supplanted and taking the place of

          7  reality.

          8                 I see the Borough President over

          9  there, Borough President Adolfo Carrion. I will be

         10  in contact with you. And I would just like to say

         11  that it's about taking care of the business, and I'm

         12  going to take care of that business to the best of

         13  my ability with my colleagues in the Economic

         14  Development Committee. We're going to stay on the

         15  case. And with that being said, I vote aye on all

         16  coupled General Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote no on

         19  preconsidered Intro. 244. I certainly do not believe

         20  that that is fair to the individuals, the police

         21  officers, the former police officers that are

         22  covered by that bill.

         23                 I vote aye on all others.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: First of all,

          5  I'd like to say that I tried to find a way to say

          6  yes. It is not easy being out here, being the one

          7  Bronx member that is going to vote no. If I had my

          8  way, I would vote yes, and I don't wish this feeling

          9  on anyone.

         10                 I have probably had more sleepless

         11  nights over this Yankee plan than I guess any other

         12  players probably leading up to a World Series. But

         13  at the end of the day, I have to do what I believe

         14  is right in my heart. And as Council Member Dickens

         15  spoke, you heard her call me Diane. And the people

         16  in the community know me as Diane, which is my

         17  middle name, and they've known me from a young girl,

         18  and they put me in office and I have an obligation

         19  to them.

         20                 So, first I want to thank the

         21  community for those that are like me and you're out

         22  here and it seems like everyone is on the opposite

         23  side. Thank you for being organized in making sure

         24  that this issue didn't just die and go away. And I

         25  want to say that of course we need jobs, and I
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          2  believe that wherever this stadium was to be built,

          3  there would be jobs.

          4                 But I don't believe this is the best

          5  deal for the community. I believe it's the best deal

          6  for the Yankees, and I think in this whole process

          7  the community was put second.

          8                 But that having been said, it's the

          9  Bronx today, and it's going to be other areas in New

         10  York City tomorrow, so we need to be very mindful of

         11  what we do.

         12                 That having been said, I vote no on

         13  Land Use 78 through 88, and all coupling resos.

         14  Thank you. And aye on everything else.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: May I be

         17  excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I just bring

         20  to the attention of my colleagues that this is

         21  National Library Week, a week that we show our

         22  appreciation for libraries, and I want to make my

         23  colleagues aware that we, in the Council, showed our

         24  appreciation today for libraries by including in the

         25  budget modification the restoration of $4.3 million
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          2  to our libraries that was part of the proposed cut

          3  in '06. So, I want to thank the Administration, our

          4  Speaker and our Finance Chair, Dave Weprin, and this

          5  body for restoring that money to our libraries. And

          6  also $2.1 million for the other culturals. I think

          7  this is a step forward in that budget dance that we

          8  spoke of.

          9                 So, with that, even though I agree

         10  with our members from Staten Island about HHC and

         11  the lack of service to Staten Islanders, I am voting

         12  yes on the budget modification, and yes on all,

         13  except preconsidered Intro. 244, I vote no.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         16  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you. All

         19  of us spend a lot of time in our cars driving back

         20  and forth to City Hall and throughout our district

         21  and it seems, at least the radio stations that I

         22  listen to, you can't drive without hearing

         23  advertisements recruiting for the NYPD, and the

         24  commercials say how rewarding it is and how

         25  important it is and how great a job it is. I guess
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          2  you have to advertise that way when you pay people

          3  $25,000. But think about this for a second. Somebody

          4  hears that commercial, they take the test, they do

          5  the job and for five years, they walk the walk.

          6  They're part of that thin blue line between order

          7  and disorder. They help old folks, they help young

          8  folks. And then they decide, for various reasons,

          9  they want to go in a different direction with their

         10  career, they're being told that those five years on

         11  the beat, those five years of doing the right thing

         12  by New Yorkers, really never happened.

         13                 I join Council Member Gioia, Council

         14  Member Barron, Council Member Monserrate, Gallagher,

         15  McMahon, Lanza, the good looking guy Recchia, in

         16  saying this is simply wrong. I'm not sure how we got

         17  to this point, and I know a lot of people came to

         18  the table and they've all agreed to it. That's all

         19  well and good. I don't have to put my name to it.

         20  And I'm really amazed that this is how we're

         21  treating the men and women of the New York City

         22  Police Department.

         23                 I want to join my two colleagues, now

         24  a symbolic protest on this budget mod, and I thank

         25  my colleagues for indulging the Staten Island
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          2  Delegation.

          3                 For the record, again, no acute care

          4  facility, no public hospital emergency room, no

          5  place to go for the free screenings or the

          6  mammographies or the colonoscopies and the diabetes,

          7  the way it happens in the four boroughs.

          8                 For 12 plus years now Staten Island

          9  has gotten away from the forgotten Borough mantra,

         10  with the exception of HHC, and it really is

         11  disgraceful.

         12                 And I vote aye on all, with the

         13  exception of those two bills, Intro. 244 on the mod,

         14  and take 20 seconds to say to my colleagues and the

         15  staff, and I don't know if this is the appropriate

         16  time, I've been working in this building for 15

         17  years, last two weeks have been difficult. I am so

         18  proud to be part of this body, how you all turned

         19  out for the services, as Speaker, former Speaker

         20  Miller said yesterday, for better for worse we are a

         21  family, and I was no more proud during this tragic

         22  time than to be a part of it, and I love each and

         23  every one of you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you
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          2  very much. I just wanted to say thank you to

          3  everybody for supporting the development project in

          4  the Bronx. I think that it's a very good move.

          5                 I want to thank our Speaker for

          6  ending this song and dance in the budget process,

          7  and our Finance staff and our Finance Chairman and

          8  the rest of us, because what we're doing is taking a

          9  very profound step forward stating that, you know,

         10  we no longer want to play politics with the budget,

         11  we want to take care of our community and take care

         12  of the people that need it the most, and I want to

         13  thank you for that, Madam Speaker. I vote yes on

         14  all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         18  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         19  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         20  zero abstentions, with the exception of LU 78 and

         21  Reso 241, which was adopted by a vote of 45 in the

         22  affirmative, two negative and two abstentions, and

         23  LU 79 and Reso 242, which is adopted by a vote of 45

         24  in the affirmative, two in the negative and two

         25  abstentions.
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          2                 And LU 80 and Reso 243, which was

          3  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, two

          4  negative, two abstentions, and LU 81 and Reso 244,

          5  which was adopted by a vote of 45 in the

          6  affirmative, two negative, two abstentions, and LU

          7  82 and Reso 245, which is adopted by a vote of 44 in

          8  the affirmative, three negative and two abstentions,

          9  and LU 83 and Reso 246, which was adopted by a vote

         10  of 45 in the affirmative, two negative, two

         11  abstentions, and LU 84 and Reso 247, which is

         12  adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative, three

         13  negative, two abstentions, and LU 85 and Reso 248

         14  which were adopted by a vote of 44 in the

         15  affirmative, three negative and two abstentions, and

         16  LU 86 and Reso 249 which is adopted by 45 in the

         17  affirmative, two negative and two abstentions, and

         18  LU 87 and Reso 250, which is adopted by a vote of 44

         19  in the affirmative, three negative, two abstentions,

         20  and LU 88 and Reso 251, which is adopted by 44 in

         21  the affirmative, three negative and two abstentions.

         22                 And we still have preconsidered

         23  Intro. 244, which is adopted by a vote of 39 in the

         24  affirmative, ten negative, zero abstentions, and

         25  preconsidered M 106 and Reso 233, which is adopted
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          2  by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, three negative

          3  and zero abstentions.

          4                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote is

          5  49 affirmative, zero negative.

          6                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

          8  to committees as indicated.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         10  of Resolutions.

         11                 Seeing none, 15 resolutions.

         12                 General Discussion of Resolutions.

         13                 Council Member Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate. I just want to bring my

         16  colleagues' attention to two bills that I'm putting

         17  forward today. The first is Intro. 248. It would

         18  call upon the Mayor and in the Mayor's Management

         19  Report to report on the status of rulemaking and

         20  implementation of bills that are passed by the

         21  Council.

         22                 Too often after the bill signing

         23  sometimes there is a tendency to lose track of

         24  legislation, we want to make sure that the bills

         25  that we fight to get passed actually get
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          2  implemented, and Intro. 248 would help with that.

          3                 Intro. 249 would call upon the

          4  Administration to do formal notification to all

          5  property owners within areas that are scheduled to

          6  have a rezoning. It's a too common occurrence that

          7  people can have their properties rezoned and never

          8  know about the process, never know about the ULURP

          9  process, never know how they can participate, and

         10  that this formal notification would allow property

         11  owners to be notified and to participate fully in

         12  the ULURP process.

         13                 So, I ask my colleagues to sponsor

         14  these resolutions. Thank you.

         15                 And I also wish to be associated with

         16  the remarks made by Jimmy Oddo regarding Matt

         17  Farrell. Thank you, Jimmy.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Barron.

         20                 Would you please be quiet? You're

         21  still in session.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Quiet, please.

         23  That did it, Madam Chair.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That's for

         25  sure.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just wanted

          3  to bring my colleague's attention to Intro. 245,

          4  calling on municipal elections or allowing for

          5  immigrants who have been here six months and over to

          6  vote in municipal elections. This country has a

          7  history of allowing that to happen.  In 1770 to 1920

          8  the immigrants were allowed to vote in municipal

          9  elections, state and federal elections for that

         10  matter, and when the complexion of immigration

         11  changed then rules change. So, we say no taxation

         12  without representations. Immigrants paid billions of

         13  dollars to tax, and taxes to this State, immigrants

         14  are allowed to die in wars, they should be allowed

         15  to vote and elect those who represent them. So, I'm

         16  asking you to sign onto Intro. 245.

         17                 And then Intro. 246 is an amendment

         18  to the Charter in relation to prohibiting military

         19  recruitment on our high schools and public schools

         20  and in the City University, CUNY. Our Black and

         21  Latino youth do not join the military for patriotic

         22  reasons. It's for economic reasons, and as long as

         23  our communities are economically oppressed, then we

         24  shouldn't allow the military to manipulate that

         25  condition and have us go into unjust war for canon
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          2  fodder for these wars, based on lies and deception.

          3                 In addition to that, right now the

          4  Leave No Child Behind Act allows for military

          5  recruiters to pass on the name, address and

          6  telephone number to military recruiters of high

          7  school graduates without the permission of their

          8  parents. Unless that parents know about the opt out

          9  program, their information will be given to military

         10  recruiters without the knowledge.

         11                 So, we say parents know about opt

         12  out, but let's opt the military out from our public

         13  schools.

         14                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 Eight million New Yorkers, 1.3 Green

         20  Card holders. Brothers and sisters, this is an

         21  important progressive issue. This is about fairness.

         22  New York City is a city of immigrants, in the next

         23  decade or so foreign-born will be the majority.

         24  Immigrants with Green Cards are fighting and dying

         25  for America cause, yet even as they make the Supreme
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          2  Sacrifice, they are barred from voting in municipal

          3  election. Or even serving in the Police or Fire

          4  Departments.

          5                 This selective exclusionary practice

          6  has to end, to give documented immigrants who pay

          7  taxes and contribute to the City's growth for this

          8  country, and opportunity to further take part in the

          9  vote to local elections.

         10                 This is taxation without

         11  representation. Today I urge you to support this

         12  important bill that will reform and correct

         13  procedural imbalance.

         14                 New York City can lead the way in

         15  progressive local immigration reform. That does not

         16  impinge on the federal law. We can set the tone by

         17  the way we treat our legal immigrants. We can and we

         18  must do better. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Chair, my colleagues that are still here. I

         23  rise to ask you to sign onto Resolution 28 which

         24  deals with the HAVA, the Help America Voting Act. We

         25  want to make sure that the New York City Board of
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          2  Elections and the procurement of new voting machines

          3  that will replace outdated lever machines that are

          4  currently used in our City, that they have public

          5  input, that is transparent and that all of the

          6  concerns and issues that people have raised would be

          7  taken in consideration. We want to make sure that

          8  the machines are put into a place that they not only

          9  will be able to use them but to clarify the voting

         10  with the receipt so that everyone could count how

         11  many votes were cast, and if necessary to verify by

         12  paper, that that takes place also.

         13                 And remember, this HAVA voting rights

         14  situation took place as a result of the debacle in

         15  Florida. And, so we're asking all of my colleagues

         16  who sign onto Resolution 228 which will ensure

         17  transparency, accountability and public input into

         18  the democratic process in deciding on what machines

         19  to purchase in carrying out our rights as citizens

         20  to vote in upcoming elections.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate. I just would like to bring to
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          2  the attention of my colleagues Intro. 247, which is

          3  a local law which would prohibit the UPS, Federal

          4  Express, and other agencies like that from putting

          5  stickers on people's homes when they can't deliver

          6  items.

          7                 Anyone who is a thief knows that the

          8  way you best find a home to rob is by looking on the

          9  door and by looking for a sticker. Especially during

         10  summertime, vacation time, you can go through many

         11  neighborhoods in the City and find multiple stickers

         12  on the doors. So, if it's the intention to notify

         13  robbers which homes to steal from, then I think

         14  that's a good idea, keep from putting stickers on

         15  the doors to tell people, come inside, no one is

         16  home. But I think that we'd like to make sure that

         17  that's not the case, so I'm asking my colleagues to

         18  sign onto this law which would prohibit them from

         19  putting these stickers on the doors rather than

         20  putting them somewhere inconspicuously such as the

         21  floor. I think under law they are not allowed to put

         22  it through the mail slot, only mail federal mail is

         23  allowed to put it in there, but it certainly should

         24  not be conspicuous enough for everyone to know that

         25  no one is home.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I'm

          6  calling about Reso 225. It will call on the New York

          7  State Education Department to improve its oversight

          8  of what we call SES, supplementary education service

          9  providers. SES providers offer services for tutoring

         10  for students in low-performing schools, and the

         11  reason I'm mentioning this, is when one asks about

         12  problematic SES companies that are doing the

         13  tutoring, one is told to call the State of New York,

         14  and when one calls the State of New York to complain

         15  about a particular provider, one is then told to

         16  talk to the New York State Department of Education.

         17                 So, I think there needs to be

         18  coordination, and there needs to be much more

         19  oversight.

         20                 We have come across students who are

         21  part of programs not receiving services, and the

         22  provider is being funded.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I'd like to

          3  bring to the attention of my colleagues a law that

          4  I've introduced. Intro. 251, a hospital closure

          5  study, which would mandate a comprehensive analysis

          6  of the socioeconomic impact of the hospital closure,

          7  including but not limited to the delivery of Health

          8  Care Services, the disparities in Health Care, and

          9  local economy.

         10                 In addition to that, when a private

         11  hospital close, it's impact on Health and Hospital

         12  Corporations and their impact on local economies. I

         13  would urge that all of my colleagues sign onto this.

         14  In addition to that, I just wanted to congratulate

         15  Council Member Barron, on Intro. 246. If they cannot

         16  recruit in Dalton and Spence, why should they

         17  recruit in our public schools. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         19  nobody else, Council Meeting of April 5th is

         20  adjourned.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 5:00 p.m.)

         22
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