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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: So, our first

          3  ceremonial will be with Council Member Nelson and

          4  Council Member Fidler. Is he around? He's on his way

          5  up? And it's a presentation to the Sheepshead Bay

          6  High School Track Team. So, let me give the mike now

          7  over to Mike Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          9  Madam Speaker. The Sheepshead Bay Sharks are the

         10  recipients of this year's New Balance Marty Glickman

         11  Award for excellent in athletics, academics and

         12  community service. All three, which is really

         13  significant.

         14                 The team is the 2005 and 2006 indoor

         15  Brooklyn champions. They're in the top ten in the

         16  USA, four times 400 meter and four times 200 meter

         17  relays, and also broke records with the New Balance

         18  and Hispanic games. Broke records, these guys and

         19  gals.

         20                 The team of 50 boys and 20 girls,

         21  currently maintain an average GPA of 85, with six

         22  runners with a GPA over 90, and two runners here,

         23  somewhere in the mix, have a GPA of 100. Come on

         24  down.

         25                 You are eligible, you'll hear more
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          2  about the Vallone Scholarships.

          3                 The team also has made great

          4  contributions to the community by participating in a

          5  clothing drive for the victims of Hurricane Katrina,

          6  as well as making strides against Breast Cancer

          7  Walk.

          8                 These are some good kids.

          9                 Hundreds of schools entered for the

         10  opportunity to win the prestigious Marty Glickman

         11  Award, named after the late Brooklyn Athlete, sports

         12  broadcaster and humanitarian.

         13                 Mr. Glickman's achievements in

         14  athletics earned him a spot on the 1936 Olympic four

         15  times 100 team, but as many of us know, he was

         16  denied the opportunity to run at the Berlin Germany

         17  Games because he was Jewish.

         18                 Marty Glickman passed away in 1999, I

         19  might add the year the Speaker and myself came onto

         20  the Council, with Jim Oddo, and since then New

         21  Balance has offered the award to students that excel

         22  in athletics, academics and service and Council

         23  Member Lew Fidler is here to join in this honoring.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 So, with that, we have the
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          2  proclamation from the New York City Council, Chris

          3  Quinn, Speaker, and would the clerk please read the

          4  proclamation.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          6  of New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

          9  friends and distinguished members of the community

         10  in honoring the Sheepshead Bay High School Track

         11  Team for making first place in the Seventh Annual

         12  New Balance Marty Glickman Award; and

         13                 Whereas: Today, we honor the student

         14  athletes of the Sheepshead Bay High School Track

         15  Team, a group of young men and women who, with

         16  determination, focus and talent, have enjoyed great

         17  success in their academic and athletic endeavors;

         18  and

         19                 Whereas: The Truck Team at Sheepshead

         20  Bay High School has an impressive athletic record:

         21  it placed 2nd in the City and State indoor and

         22  outdoor seasons in 2005, reached the top ten in the

         23  USA 4X400 meter and 4X200 meter relays, and was the

         24  Brooklyn indoor champion in 2005 and 2006; it also

         25  holds 30 all-city runners/jumpers and 10 all-state

                                                            7

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  runners; and

          3                 Whereas: In addition to its

          4  impressive athletic record, the Sheepshead Bay High

          5  School Track Team has an equally impressive academic

          6  record; the GPA for the entire team is 85, with six

          7  runners maintaining a GPA over 90 and 2 runners

          8  maintaining a GPA of 100; all of its seniors from

          9  the Class of 2005, moreover, have gone on to college

         10  and received academic or athletic scholarships; and

         11                 Whereas: An active presence in the

         12  community, the Sheepshead Bay High School Track Team

         13  has organized many charitable events, including

         14  blood drives, a "Move Against AIDS" dance, a

         15  clothing drive for victims of Hurricane Katrina, a

         16  "Making Strides for Breast Cancer" fundraising

         17  walk; and

         18                 Whereas: An active presence in the

         19  community, the Sheepshead Bay High School Track Team

         20  has organized many charitable events, including

         21  blood drives, a "Move Against AIDS" dance, a

         22  clothing drive for victims of Hurricane Katrina, a

         23  "Making Strides for Breast Cancer" fundraising

         24  walk; and

         25                 Whereas: For its outstanding
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          2  achievements in the classroom, on the field, and in

          3  the community, the Sheepshead Bay High School Track

          4  Team has taken first place in the Seventh Annual New

          5  Balance Marty Glickman Award; the award, named for

          6  track star, sportscaster and humanitarian Marty

          7  Glickman, honors those teams that excel in academics

          8  as well as athletics and comes with a $10,000 prize;

          9  and

         10                 Whereas: The athletes on the

         11  Sheepshead Bay High School Track Team have

         12  demonstrated great heart, mental toughness and the

         13  competitive spirit of real champions, they have

         14  raised standards both on and off the field and will

         15  undoubtedly achieve greater and greater successes in

         16  life; now, therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors THE SHEEPSHEAD BAY HIGH

         19  SCHOOL TRACK TEAM for its achievements on the field,

         20  in the classroom and in the community.

         21                 Signed this 1st day of March in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Six. Honorable Christine

         23  Quinn, Speaker for the Entire Council; Michael

         24  Nelson, Council Member, 48th District, Brooklyn;

         25  Lewis A. Fidler, Assistant Majority Leader, Council
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          2  Member, 46th District, Brooklyn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON:

          4  Congratulations.

          5                 Now, this will hang in the school

          6  proudly, as you're walking by you'll be able to view

          7  this, as will your family and friends.

          8                 I'd like to also mention, the boys

          9  coach, John Peduler, is here. The girls coach,

         10  Michael Daly. The athletic director, Neal

         11  Griffenberg. And Principal Reesa Levy is with us

         12  here. This is the face of education in New York

         13  City. More than what you read about in the daily

         14  papers. Congratulations to all of you.

         15                 Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: I don't know if any of

         17  the co-chairs or captains or if anybody would want

         18  to add a few words?

         19                 PARTICIPANT: I just want to thank

         20  Speaker Quinn, Councilman Nelson and Councilman

         21  Fidler, for honoring us today.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coach Daly, do you

         23  want to?

         24                 COACH DALY: I would just like to say

         25  to everybody here, it's very nice to see us actually
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          2  get some recognition, which is beautiful. And thank

          3  you, to everybody here that put together the hard

          4  work to allow us to come. Thanks.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Okay, we're going to

          6  just take a couple quick pictures.

          7                 All right, well, thanks, you guys,

          8  and good luck. And hopefully well see you back next

          9  year to give you even more honors on your great

         10  successes.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 All right, if I could ask Council

         13  Members Sears, James Gentile and Gonzalez to join

         14  me. And as we have our terrific track team exiting,

         15  we're going to be calling in the Fort Hamilton High

         16  School Football Team for yet another award.

         17                 So, if we could have the football

         18  team join us, that would be great.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: My

         20  colleagues, we have more champions in the Chamber

         21  here today. So, as they come downstairs, and they're

         22  from Brooklyn, too, that's right.

         23                 Let's welcome the 2005 New York City

         24  PSA football champions, the Fort Hamilton Tigers

         25  from Brooklyn, New York.
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          2                 Led by their principal, Joanne

          3  Chester, Athletic Director, Anthony Toledo, and

          4  Coach Vinnie Lano. Come on up, guys. Thank you. What

          5  an outstanding football team. The 2005 Fort Hamilton

          6  Tigers went 12 and 1 on the season and overall they

          7  scored 428 points and their opponents 139. After a

          8  loss to Clinton in the early going, the Tigers won

          9  on a roll, winning their last ten games in

         10  impressive fashion. They steamrolled into the

         11  playoffs, defeated some of the toughest teams in New

         12  York City, explosive offenses, stifling defenses,

         13  they came into the final game against undefeated

         14  Lehman Lyons of the Bronx, and as a proud graduate

         15  of Fort Hamilton, I had the privilege of being

         16  there, saw how Coach Lano's Tigers turn a 14/6

         17  second quarter deficit into an impressive 46/22

         18  victory. Certainly it was a glorious day for the

         19  Tigers, who stood alone as Champions of New York

         20  City in great '05 style, as they call their mission.

         21                 As we stand here today, we

         22  congratulate you. I'm a proud graduate, but we have

         23  other proud graduates in the New York City Council

         24  Fort Hamilton High School. Four of us in this

         25  Council are graduates of Fort Hamilton High School.
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          2  So, Madam Speaker, if I may have the other graduates

          3  say a few words, first of all, our graduate of Fort

          4  Hamilton High School, Council Member Helen Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Well, great.

          6  Welcome to the Chamber, and you're terrific. But

          7  then again, we all think Fort Hamilton High is

          8  terrific. I think it's the first time we've ever had

          9  four Council members representing a high school, so

         10  it's really, I think, a momentous occasion.

         11                 And I thank our colleague Vinnie

         12  Gentile for arranging this, because certainly it's

         13  well deserved. Congratulations.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Hi. I'm

         15  Council Member Sara Gonzalez, District 38, and I,

         16  too, graduated from Fort Hamilton High School, a

         17  long time ago.

         18                 I am very proud of the Tigers, and I

         19  say to the principal, and also to the coach,

         20  congratulations, because you believe and inspire

         21  people and that's what it's about. And there's four

         22  of us here, so that means Fort Hamilton has done an

         23  excellent job.

         24                 Thank you to the Speaker, Christine

         25  Quinn. Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: And now

          3  another graduate of Fort Hamilton High School, who

          4  was a cheerleader at Fort Hamilton High,

          5  Councilwoman Letitia James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

          7  Thank you, Council Member Gentile, and thank you,

          8  Speaker. And the Speaker was her college Mascott,

          9  can you believe that? So, you can grow up to be

         10  great things in the City of New York.

         11                 So, I graduated in, bla-bla-bla,

         12  something is wrong with the mike -- I just wanted to

         13  congratulate all of you, and just to give you this

         14  message: Athletics is really critically important,

         15  but not all of you can go on to be great athletes,

         16  it's really important that you focus on academics,

         17  that you, again, focus on math, science, all of

         18  those requisite classes. It's really important that

         19  you go on to be great things. All of you can reach

         20  any high achievement that you want to reach. You are

         21  the only person that sets limitations upon your

         22  achievement. So, congratulations, and God bless all

         23  of you.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: And we need clearly a

         25  big round of applause for the band, who I'm sure
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          2  cheered you on to your great victories, so...

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: And now our

          4  Principal of Fort Hamilton High School, Joanne

          5  Chester.

          6                 MS. CHESTER: Thank you so much,

          7  Councilman.

          8                 It is certainly an honor to be

          9  celebrated here today. Go Tigers! We made it to City

         10  Hall. Maybe next time we'll make it to Washington.

         11  I'm so very, very proud. I want to thank the City

         12  Speaker, also Councilman Gentile, our fellow alum

         13  here, City Council members, for this tremendous

         14  honor. We're very, very proud and very pleased. And

         15  I'd really like to say that big is best. Yes, large

         16  high schools do succeed. Thank you so much for this

         17  honor.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: And now our

         19  head coach, the only head coach in Fort Hamilton

         20  history and now the PSAL champion, Vinnie Lano.

         21                 COACH LANO: Thank you, Councilman

         22  Gentile, Speaker Quinn. The reason that we're here

         23  is because of these great boys that you see. They

         24  did a tremendous job this year. Thank you for this

         25  wonderful honor, and on behalf of the boys and our
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          2  principal, Mrs. Chester, I would like to present

          3  Councilman Gentile with the game ball signed by all

          4  of the boys.

          5                 Once again, thank you very much for

          6  this wonderful honor.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: All right,

          8  thank you. Okay.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: If the clerk could

         10  please read part of the proclamation.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         12  York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Fort

         15  Hamilton Tigers, 2005 New York City PSAL Football

         16  Champions; and

         17                 Whereas: For the Fort Hamilton

         18  Tigers, the championship journey of 2005 actually

         19  began in November of 2004, in the wake of a

         20  disappointing loss in the PSAL playoffs. A bitter

         21  lesson was learned in defeat, a lesson that would

         22  serve the Tigers well in 2005: they would have to

         23  work harder, pushing themselves through off-season

         24  workouts and a grueling preseason, an approach to

         25  the game that became known as "05 Style", and
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          2                 Whereas: The inspired Tigers

          3  immediately went to work, setting a high standard

          4  during the off-season that carried over into the

          5  pre-season and then into the games themselves. They

          6  kicked off the season in auspicious fashion by

          7  routing Curtis, 32-6. After defeating Bayside, they

          8  suffered their first loss of the season when they

          9  fell to Clinton by a score of 28-20. But with the

         10  loss came a reaffirmation of a lesson, and the Fort

         11  Hamilton Tigers redoubled their efforts from that

         12  point forward. They would not lose another game; and

         13                 Whereas: The Tigers rattled off six

         14  straight impressive victories, and stormed into the

         15  playoffs as the number 3 seed. In their first round

         16  game, they served notice around the PSAL by bouncing

         17  Midwood, 34-0, before knocking off Kennedy by a

         18  score of 38-22. In the City semifinals, the Tigers

         19  posted another impressive shutout, cruising to a

         20  40-0 victory over Wagner that propelled them into

         21  the City Championship game against the vaunted

         22  Lehman Lions; and

         23                 Whereas: The Tigers came out of the

         24  gate slowly, and going into the second quarter, they

         25  trailed, 14-6. But then the sleeping giant awoke,
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          2  and Fort Hamilton's offense started rolling. They

          3  scored three times before the half and never looked

          4  back. This one was in the books, and by a final

          5  score of 46-22, the Fort Hamilton Tigers were

          6  crowned as the 2005 New York City PSAL Football

          7  Champions; and

          8                 Whereas: As they stand atop the

          9  football summit, the Tigers know that their

         10  commitment, hard work, and determination -

         11  trademarks of '05 Style" - have paid off. Their

         12  championship season is a testament to these values.

         13  Truly, the 2005 Fort Hamilton Tigers have made Bay

         14  Ridge, the borough of Brooklyn, and all of New York

         15  City very proud; and

         16                 THE FORT HAMILTON TIGERS 2005 NEW

         17  YORK CITY PSAL FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS.

         18                 Signed this 1st day of March in the

         19  Year Two Thousand and Six., Honorable Christine

         20  Quinn, Speaker for the Entire Council; Vincent J.

         21  Gentile, Council Member, 43rd District, Brooklyn;

         22  Sara M. Gonzalez, Council Member, 38th District,

         23  Brooklyn; Letitia James, Council Member, 35th

         24  District, Brooklyn; Helen Sears, Council Member,

         25  25th District, Queens.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, all. And

          3  congratulations, and good luck on your next season.

          4                 DEPUTY LEADER COMRIE: We will hereby

          5  start the Stated Meeting of March 1st, 2006.

          6                 All rise for the Pledge of

          7  Allegiance.

          8                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          9                 DEPUTY LEADER COMRIE:  Roll call.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Right here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Dickens is

         17  here.

         18                 DEPUTY LEADER COMRIE: Please rise for

         19  the Invocation.

         20                 Please be quiet, and all rise for the

         21  Invocation by Father Walker.

         22                 FATHER WALKER: God of wisdom, God of

         23  creation, God of humankind, we come to you today to

         24  ask you for the gift of intelligence and

         25  cooperation.

                                                            23

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 We need your light to discover the

          3  ways in which you want us to live as brothers and

          4  sisters in this City. Look today with kindness at

          5  each member of this Council, and to all the good

          6  people who live and work in New York.

          7                 So many people, Lord, look at our

          8  City to find a place of work, acceptance and

          9  harmony.

         10                 Hospitality and cooperation are the

         11  basis of the common good of our society, and in

         12  particular, of our City.

         13                 We ask you to look with favor on this

         14  City Council so that through their guidance and

         15  deliberations, all humanbeings in the City,

         16  citizens, immigrants, tourists, may find dignity,

         17  security and peace.

         18                 To you, honor and praise forever,

         19  amen.

         20                 DEPUTY LEADER COMRIE: Council Member

         21  Gerson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Deputy

         23  Leader, I must say, you look very good up there to

         24  return.

         25                 But my colleagues, Father Walter
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          2  Tonilato (phonetic) has returned to our City after

          3  three years of doing God's work in Haiti. We welcome

          4  his return, and we, on the Lower East Side, people

          5  of all faiths and background, welcome his

          6  inspiration and his spiritual and civic leadership.

          7                 That being said, I move to spread the

          8  beautiful invocation he just delivered in full upon

          9  the record.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         11  Minutes.

         12                 Council Member McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, I make a motion that the minutes of the

         15  Stated Meeting of December 21st, 2005, and January

         16  4, 2006, be adopted as printed.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 Messages and papers from the Mayor.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         21  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 65 through M 67 on

         23  page one. Renewal base station license.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 68 through M 75 on
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          2  page two, renew base station license.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 76 through M 79 on

          5  page three, renewal base station license.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          8  and communications.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         11  Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 80. ULURP

         13  applications.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Can we have a roll

         17  call on the Call-Ups, please.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye. And Madam

          8  Public Advocate, I request permission by my

          9  colleagues to vote -- I request permission to vote

         10  aye on all Call-Ups and all General Calendar orders

         11  pending before this session.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Pass.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes. And I

          8  request unanimous consent to vote aye on all General

          9  Order items on today's calendar.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         15  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         16  affirmative, and zero negative.

         17                 Communication from the Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         19                 First, I want to thank my colleagues

         20  for showing up in full force at the Panel for

         21  Educational Priorities earlier this week. We set a

         22  goal of having a majority of the City Council there

         23  testifying, and we had 28 members, and I think we

         24  should give ourselves a big round of applause for

         25  turning out in such tremendous force.
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          2                 Also, we have two items before us

          3  today that I wanted to highlight before voting.

          4                 We received at the beginning of this

          5  session two vetoes from Mayor Bloomberg; one on the

          6  Educational Equity Act. And as everyone is aware, we

          7  were able to negotiate a compromise on the

          8  Educational Equity Act, which changes the rules of

          9  the Department of Education, the Chancellor's

         10  Regulations, incorporating the lion's share of the

         11  goals of the Educational Equity Act. And also we

         12  were able to achieve a 20 percent funding increase

         13  for those translation and other services at the

         14  Department of Education.

         15                 I want to thank Mayor Bloomberg and

         16  his Office of Legislative Affairs, the prime sponsor

         17  of the bill, Council Member Monserrate and the

         18  Black, Latino and Asian Caucus for their work with

         19  all of us on achieving this important compromise,

         20  which will cause much greater translation services

         21  and the ability for many, many more parents to fully

         22  participate in our school system.

         23                 The second veto that we received at

         24  the beginning of our session was a veto of the

         25  follow-up bill to the Health Care Security Act.
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          2                 I'm sure everyone remembers that last

          3  year the Health Committee passed a Health Care

          4  Security Act, a bill which requires a medium to

          5  large grocers in this City, that if they conduct

          6  business in our City, they must provide a level of

          7  health care or the financial resources to acquire

          8  health care to their workers.

          9                 The point of passing this bill was,

         10  one, to try to stop or curtail the race to the

         11  bottom that we're seeing in this City, State and

         12  country. Where we're seeing companies inflate their

         13  shareholders or their personal profits, by cutting

         14  back on the appropriate levels of benefits of

         15  compensation that workers should get in this

         16  country, and that is a particular threat to the

         17  grocery industry in New York City, an industry where

         18  the vast, vast majority of people conducting

         19  business have, to their credit, given their workers

         20  full and appropriate benefits throughout their

         21  entire existence in this City.

         22                 So, when we passed the Health Care

         23  Security Act, we did that to protect those

         24  businesses, to support those businesses who do the

         25  right thing. Also, to send a message to new
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          2  businesses that health care is a priority to the New

          3  York City Council, and when you do a full day's

          4  work, you should get a full day's pay, and that

          5  should include health care benefits.

          6                 And also, we pass that bill as to try

          7  to be even greater stewards of our taxpayer dollars.

          8  Because what we're seeing with many businesses is

          9  that in lieu of giving health care, it will bring in

         10  their jurisdiction's equivalent of Family Health

         11  Plus or Child Health Plus and allow their workers to

         12  register for that program during work.

         13                 That means a company is making

         14  greater profit by putting their workers on taxpayer

         15  covered health programs. We, in the Council, believe

         16  deeply in those programs. We have fought hard to

         17  keep them alive, and we fought hard to make sure

         18  that New Yorkers have greater access to those

         19  programs.

         20                 In fact, in some boroughs like Staten

         21  Island, we've put facilitated enrollers in the

         22  Borough to make it easier for people to join those

         23  programs. But those are for people who don't have

         24  health insurance options, not so companies can make

         25  greater profits.
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          2                 After we passed the Health Care

          3  Security Act, we realized the bill needed a little

          4  tweaking so it could be better focused at the

          5  portions of the grocery businesses, the sector of

          6  that business community that we were trying to

          7  target. What we are doing today is overriding the

          8  veto of that follow-up second Health Care Security

          9  Act, and I ask all of my colleagues to stand united

         10  in overriding this veto, and sending a clear message

         11  about the importance of health care, a clear message

         12  of stopping the race to the bottom, and a clear

         13  message to business of the standard we are setting

         14  in this City, if they wish to do business here.

         15                 We are also today voting on a

         16  six-month extension of our tax lien sale program,

         17  and I want to call on the Chair of our Finance

         18  Committee to give us some information on that.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         20  Madam Speaker.

         21                 Preconsidered 187 extends the

         22  Department of Finance's authority to sell tax lien

         23  for six months until August 31st, 2006.

         24                 The tax lien sale program was created

         25  by the City Council in 1996 and has been extended a
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          2  number of times. The most recent extension was in

          3  2004.

          4                 Prior to 1996, were property taxes

          5  were delinquent, leading to a tax lien on a piece of

          6  property, the City's only recourse was to foreclose

          7  on the lien in court, and actually take the

          8  property. This was very cumbersome, and was not

          9  often done by the City.

         10                 When it was done, these properties

         11  tended to remain in the City's possession for very

         12  long periods of time, putting the City in the

         13  unwanted role of owning a large number of properties

         14  without much of a plan for maintaining, improving or

         15  even disposing of them.

         16                 Because the City did not want to own

         17  an increasing number of properties, it rarely

         18  enforced the liens. Many believed there was a

         19  perception that nothing would happen if a property

         20  owner failed to pay his or her taxes.

         21                 The tax lien program allows the

         22  Department of Finance to sell liens on property in

         23  bulk sales by securitizing these bulk sales. The

         24  liens are sold to a trust, which gives the City

         25  money upfront, and packages the liens in a bond
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          2  issue, which are sold to institutional investors.

          3                 Instead of the City having to try to

          4  collect delinquent property taxes, it gets most of

          5  its money up-front, and the services hired by the

          6  trust collect the outstanding charges and have the

          7  right to foreclose on the property.

          8                 Tax lien sales have raised about $2

          9  billion in revenue for the City of New York. This

         10  number includes over 1 billion generated from the

         11  sale of bonds by the trust and almost as much in

         12  voluntary payments made by delinquent property

         13  owners during the period when notices of lien sales

         14  were sent out.

         15                 The decline in the property tax

         16  delinquency rate allows this City to realize about

         17  $200 million in additional property tax collection

         18  annually from the program.

         19                 The tax lien sale program sunsets

         20  today. The Administration has requested a six-month

         21  extension so that they could conduct a spring or

         22  summer tax lien sale so that we may consider any

         23  amendments to the program during this time.

         24                 I urge my colleagues to support this

         25  legislation.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          3                 I want to remind our colleagues that

          4  this Friday at 10:00 a.m. our Housing and Buildings

          5  hearing, along with our State Federal and

          6  Legislation Committee will be having a hearing on

          7  that is the Home Rule Message urging State

          8  Legislature to repeal the Urstadt Law, and also on

          9  the renewal of the rent regulation. This is

         10  obviously two very important issues to our

         11  constituents, and I would urge as many colleagues as

         12  possible to come to Chairperson Dilan and

         13  Chairperson Baez's hearing at 10:00 a.m.

         14                 And lastly, today is very, very

         15  sadly, Matt Farrell's last day at the New York City

         16  Council.

         17                 Actually a little bit before I got

         18  elected Speaker, I was chatting with Chuck Marrow

         19  one day, and Chuck said, you know, there's a whole

         20  lot of us who could not come to work and things

         21  would still run, but the one guy you need to come in

         22  every single day is Matt Farrell.

         23                 So, we are all happy for Matt that he

         24  is moving on to new challenges for himself and his

         25  family, but we are sad and worried in the City
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          2  Council about what will happen tomorrow when Matt

          3  doesn't come to work.

          4                 But Matt Farrell is someone who has

          5  worked in the City Council for a long time, as a

          6  legislative assistance, constituent services person

          7  for the great Karen Koslowitz, and someone who has

          8  been the Director of Administrative Services here,

          9  since Gifford took over as Speaker.

         10                 He is somebody, who in these first

         11  seven or so weeks on the job for me as Speaker has

         12  been -- eight weeks on the job as Speaker, has been

         13  an invaluable resource.

         14                 I know for a fact I would never have

         15  gotten through these eight weeks without Matt

         16  Farrell, without his snappy look every day in the

         17  office, without his constant encouragement that

         18  there is no problem, and everything can be solved,

         19  without his looking at other staff members in a

         20  meeting when they are thinking they can't do

         21  anything and just telling them, come on, we can work

         22  this out, without him having every fact, every

         23  figure, without his really encyclopedic Council

         24  mind. So, I wish him all the best. We all owe him a

         25  tremendous debt of gratitude. My only consolation is
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          2  now we don't have to be boss and employee, we can

          3  just be friends, and I wish Matt tremendous thanks

          4  and all the best in his future endeavors here in

          5  City Hall and throughout government in the State of

          6  New York.

          7                 And I encourage all of my colleagues

          8  during the appropriate point in the agenda to tell

          9  the most embarrassing stories you possibly can about

         10  Matt Farrell, and I am sure the Minority Leader will

         11  live up to the job.

         12                 Communications for the Speaker are

         13  done.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         15  of General Orders.

         16                 Councilman Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I'm

         18  rising to speak on the lien sale bill, which I will

         19  be voting in favor of. It's a six-month extension,

         20  as Chair Weprin explained. But there are two issues

         21  that I want to just bring to the attention of my

         22  colleagues that I think are very serious issues, and

         23  I would not be voting for a longer extension,

         24  because I think it's important that we address these

         25  issues, and my hope is that we will do it in the
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          2  next six months.

          3                 One is the number of seniors who are

          4  having increasing difficulty paying their property

          5  taxes because they live in homes that are now

          6  valuable, as every property in New York City has

          7  gone up so much in value, taxes have gone up along

          8  with that, but if they're folks living on fixed

          9  incomes, they should not be forced to move out of

         10  their homes in order to pay those taxes.

         11                 Chair Weprin and I have introduced a

         12  bill that would give low-income seniors some relief,

         13  and that's an issue that I would like to see

         14  addressed before this lien sale is renewed again.

         15                 And the second issue is we have,

         16  already the City does the so-called Third-Party

         17  Transfer Program where we take some properties out

         18  of the lien sale program, and work with non-profits

         19  to develop those properties for housing.

         20                 I think we should also be looking at

         21  doing that with manufacturing properties. In fact, I

         22  think it's somewhere around two-thirds of the

         23  property that go through lien sale are manufacturing

         24  properties. The Mayor and the Speaker and myself and

         25  Council Member Reyna announced just yesterday some
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          2  progress on funding to create more dedicated

          3  manufacturing space. We should be doing that with

          4  some of these manufacturing properties that

          5  otherwise would go through lien sale.

          6                 So, with those two issues I believe

          7  the Council, that we need to address, before the six

          8  months, this next six months go by and the program

          9  comes up for renewal.

         10                 With that, though, I expect to vote

         11  for the bill. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I just want to thank, at the time the

         17  Chair of the Health Committee and now our Speaker

         18  Quinn, for reaching out to small business owners

         19  that when we first introduced and this body passed

         20  the Health Care Security Act, were not originally

         21  part of the discussion in terms of the impact of the

         22  legislation on their businesses.

         23                 However, the Speaker now, the staff

         24  at the Health Committee and her staff, reached out

         25  to these business owners throughout the City of New

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  York in the five boroughs and listened to their

          3  concern, heard what they had to say, came up with a

          4  solution that, one, met the goal of the original

          5  legislation, which was to ensure that all New

          6  Yorkers have access to health care, including those

          7  that work in the industry of grocery.

          8                 But at the same time, understanding

          9  that many of these businesses were vulnerable, the

         10  changes were adopted that satisfy both the intent of

         11  the legislation, and the business owners,

         12  particularly those independent supermarket

         13  medium-sized owner. And for that I want to thank the

         14  Speaker, not only for listening to them, but also

         15  taking my phone calls every five minutes to see if

         16  they had met with them, and I think the result meet

         17  the intent of the legislation, and also continue to

         18  send a message that this body takes under

         19  consideration before producing legislation the

         20  concerns of all New Yorkers, including the private,

         21  public sector.

         22                 So, again, Madam Speaker, I want to

         23  thank you for that, and the staff of the Health

         24  Committee for producing a compromised bill that

         25  meets both goals.
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          2                 And I intend to vote aye on it.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate. I, too, will be voting yes on

          7  the tax lien bill before us today, but I wanted to

          8  take this opportunity to raise the issue, to raise

          9  an issue before it becomes a crisis in this City,

         10  and I think we all have to know the day is going to

         11  come when real estate values will not continue the

         12  meteoric rise.

         13                 It doesn't have to be a bursting of

         14  the bubble, it can just be a leveling. Every one of

         15  us knows someone who has brought a property,

         16  probably a bunch of people who bought a property,

         17  take 100 percent of the equity out, maybe taking a

         18  five-year adjustable loan, maybe an interest-only

         19  loan. In five years, when that bill comes due, if

         20  their property value hasn't gone up significantly

         21  they won't be able to pay that bill. They won't be

         22  able to refinance that loan. They won't be able to

         23  pay their taxes. And I think we need to get ahead of

         24  the curve, not wait for the prices to come. And the

         25  opportunity given to us in this six-month period on
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          2  the tax lien bill we need to take. We need to get in

          3  front to be sure that we have taken steps,

          4  prophylactic steps to make sure that when that

          5  leveling happens, we are ready for it, we have a

          6  safetynet in place, we have a mechanism by which

          7  people can be saved, their homes can be saved. If

          8  not, we will be standing here having dropped the

          9  ball in the middle of a crisis.

         10                 We have six months that we should be

         11  addressing that issue, and I hope that this Council

         12  will take it on four square before it becomes a

         13  crisis and not after.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         17  Chair.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please. The Councilman is about to speak.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, I just want

         21  to be heard. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I, too, intend to vote for the

         23  extension of the lien sale. There are a couple of

         24  points I'd like to bring to our attention.

         25                 First of all, let me compliment the
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          2  Department of Finance. They've worked very well,

          3  very cooperatively with my office and community

          4  organizations, as we would reach out to all those on

          5  the list to make sure they have an opportunity to

          6  resolve their situation by bringing City, if you

          7  will, to City Council, the City's resources into the

          8  community, HPD, DEP, Department of Finance has been

          9  very helpful.

         10                 As I indicated earlier on in

         11  Committee of Finance, we need a proactive approach.

         12  Class 1 properties are basically one to three

         13  families. After three years of delinquencies, tax

         14  delinquencies of how to get on this list, it seems

         15  to me we need a proactive approach where maybe after

         16  one year delinquency, we get involved and get

         17  engaged with that particular homeowner so we can

         18  avoid them getting to the point of three years

         19  delinquency. Because it is then the pressure of

         20  having their lien sold that forces a lot of them to

         21  make these deals with these predatory lenders, which

         22  wind up worse than they expect in losing a property.

         23                 So, I think if not in legislation,

         24  there ought to be some direction as we make this

         25  review over these next six months, something to make
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          2  sure we have an early engagement, if you will, with

          3  these delinquent tax homeowners so we can avoid them

          4  getting to the point where they would have to get on

          5  the lien list and possibly have their property, the

          6  lien and their property sold. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          8  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         11  Standing Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         13  Committee on Finance.

         14                 Preconsidered Intro. 187. Sale of tax

         15  liens.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reso 92-A, Flatbush

         19  Nostrand Junction Business Improvement District.

         20  Brooklyn.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report on the

         24  Committee on Health.

         25                 Intro. 758-A. Health Care Security
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          2  Act.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 11. Mayor's veto and

          6  disapproval message of introductory no. 758-A.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          9  Committee on Land Use.

         10                 LU 16 and Reso 159, UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 17 and Reso 160,

         14  UDAAP, Queens.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 22 and Reso 161,

         18  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 23 and Reso 162,

         22  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 24 and Reso 163,
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          2  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 27 and Reso 164,

          6  ULURP, Brooklyn.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 28 and Reso 165,

         10  zoning resolution amendment, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 62 and Reso 166,

         14  ULURP, Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 63 and Reso 167,

         18  ULURP, Manhattan.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 69 and Reso 168,

         22  ULURP, Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the
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          2  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          3                 M 61 and Reso 169. Reappointment of

          4  Elliot Gene Sander as a Commissioner, New York City

          5  Taxi and Limousine Commission.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: General Order

          9  Calendar.

         10                 Resolution appointing various persons

         11  Commissioner of Deeds.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders, and at this point I would ask for a roll

         14  call vote for all items coupled on the General Order

         15  Calendar, please.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         17  Concerning Intro. 758-A, shall the bill pass the

         18  objections of the Mayor, notwithstanding?

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye. I just

          7  want to mention that at the hearing today in

          8  Finance, the folks from the Department of Finance

          9  did give a very good briefing. There was a lot of

         10  discussion, and I agree with Council Member Vann,

         11  that over the last year there has been a great

         12  impact in our neighborhood positively from the

         13  Department of Finance.

         14                 So, I look forward to obviously

         15  voting yes for the extension, but still feel, as

         16  Council Member Yassky and others do, that there

         17  needs to be a focus on elderly, not just those who

         18  are under the Senior Citizen Home Increase Exemption

         19  and under veterans affairs, but in general, you

         20  know, some of those one- and two-families. I vote

         21  aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye on

         24  all, and I would like to congratulate Council Member

         25  Stewart on establishing the Flatbush Improvement
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          2  District, on his end of the Flatbush Avenue

          3  corridor. It's going to make a huge difference in

          4  the lives of that corridor bringing economic and

          5  commercial revitalization back in real form.

          6                 And congratulations, Council Member

          7  Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all; on

         18  758-A I vote no.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: With

         23  permission, I'd like to be marked present. I'd like

         24  to vote aye on the Call-Ups, and aye on all. Thank

         25  you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: In regards to

         22  Intro. 187, I have had several Town Hall meetings in

         23  my district with Commissioner Stark, and this issue

         24  with regards to the sale of tax liens is a major

         25  concern.
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          2                 Right now there are over 600 tax

          3  liens that are in some form of foreclosure in the

          4  City of New York, a significant number of seniors

          5  and people of limited income unfortunately cannot

          6  pay their taxes as a result of the increase in our

          7  economy.

          8                 I've been speaking to central staff

          9  with regard to carving out exceptions, not only for

         10  seniors of limited incomes, but individuals who are

         11  members of low-equity co-ops, as well as individuals

         12  who live in communities where there's a significant

         13  increase in predatory lending throughout the City of

         14  New York, as well as individuals who are disabled.

         15                 And, so, I support this legislation,

         16  and I support it for the six months extension as we

         17  go forward to carve out exceptions that we will not

         18  have an increase in foreclosures, particularly for

         19  people who are on limited income.

         20                 Thank you. I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on Intro.

          3  758-A, aye on the rest.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I'd like to

         25  request unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use
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          2  Call-Ups and I vote aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Can I explain my

         18  vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: A point was made

         21  earlier by Council Member Oliver Koppell, which I

         22  agree with, that there ought to be an inquiry, if

         23  not by this body, if not by the Department of

         24  Finance, maybe Public Advocate's Office, in terms of

         25  the lenders who seem to find themselves at the doors
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          2  of those who are on the lien list and under

          3  pressure.

          4                 It might be interesting to see

          5  whether or not it's the same lenders or the same

          6  group of lenders, we usually call them predatory

          7  lenders, and there ought to be an inquiry to find

          8  out who they are, and whether or not there are any

          9  practices that are questionable that would come into

         10  play.

         11                 So, with that highlighting, I vote

         12  aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I'd like to

         17  request permission to vote on all Land Use items.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye. And

         20  I vote aye on all coupled general orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          4  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote aye on

          7  all, and just take a moment to thank Matt Farrell

          8  for all of his years of support and friendship. I

          9  can't tell any Matt Farrell stories, because I was

         10  asked no longer to work blue in this room, and part

         11  of the Speaker's anti-profanity campaign, I can't

         12  tell any good Matt Farrell stories.

         13                 But I will say that I was a staff

         14  person with him for seven years, and the last seven

         15  working as a member, and whenever we pick up the

         16  phone and call Matt for something, he got it done.

         17  It's very appreciated. We wish him well, as he's on

         18  to bigger and better things, and thank him for all

         19  the years of great work and friendship.

         20                 Thank you, and I'll explain the

         21  inside joke to you later, Betsy, because you look

         22  puzzled. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         25  very much.
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          2                 First I want to thank all of my

          3  colleagues and our Speaker for being champions on

          4  the Health Care Security Act. It's a very important

          5  piece of legislation that has been put forward since

          6  last year, and ever since we negotiated, and the

          7  premise of it is that there is 27,000 people in the

          8  City of New York that are now going to be able to

          9  get health care coverage. And in a City where 1.8

         10  million people still don't have health care, that is

         11  a major concern.

         12                 And I understand there are different

         13  people talking about different issues, on different

         14  sides of the issue, but the fact of the matter is,

         15  it always comes back home and people need to have

         16  health care. It's something that's going to be

         17  beneficial to the businesses, beneficial to the

         18  City, beneficial to the families, and that's of the

         19  utmost importance.

         20                 Also, I just want to, to Matt Farrell

         21  just say thank you for all your years of service.

         22  And when we rose up and clapped and applauded you,

         23  it wasn't because you were leaving, it's because we

         24  appreciate the time that you spent with us. So, I

         25  wanted to get that perfectly clear.
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          2                 Now, you've been great to all of us.

          3  I know everybody has a great working relationship

          4  with you, and I know we're going to see plenty of

          5  you now as a friend, and that's going to be a great

          6  thing.

          7                 So, with that being said, I vote aye

          8  on all matters before us here today. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: I vote aye on all.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         12  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         13  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

         14  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 758-A,

         15  which was adopted by a vote of 48 in the

         16  affirmative, two negatives and zero abstentions.

         17                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         19  to the Committee as indicated on the agenda.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         21  of Resolutions. Since there are no resolutions, we

         22  won't have a discussion on them. So, there are no

         23  resolutions either.

         24                 General Discussion?

         25                 Council Member Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 I just wanted to bring attention to

          5  my colleagues on a very, very important resolution,

          6  and that is a resolution urging the New York City

          7  Board of Elections to select a precinct-based

          8  optical scan system as a new voting technology.

          9                 We want to make sure that voting is

         10  less fraud. The electronic way of voting makes us

         11  more susceptible to fraud and lack of

         12  accountability.

         13                 This scan system will allow us to

         14  have a machine that assures us the count of the

         15  vote, a paper trail of the vote, and a receipt that

         16  each voter will get to make sure that every vote

         17  counts.

         18                 So, I urge you to sign onto

         19  Resolution 131, so we can urge the New York City

         20  Board of Elections to select a precinct-based

         21  optical scan system as the new technology for

         22  voting. We have to move into the 21st Century.

         23                 And then, finally, I want your

         24  support on Intro. 162, making a local law to amend

         25  the age that local police must look for missing

                                                            61

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  persons.

          3                 Ramona Moore, a college student, was

          4  brutally killed in our district in Brooklyn. Had the

          5  police looked for her right away, she was just a few

          6  blocks from the precinct and her home, but because

          7  she was 21 years old and a college student, the

          8  police don't have to look for you immediately unless

          9  you're 16 and under, 65 and over, or have some kind

         10  of criteria that meets the need to be looked for

         11  immediately, whether some illness. We want to raise

         12  that age to 25.

         13                 Too many college students are

         14  missing, and we want the Police Department to look

         15  for them immediately.

         16                 There was a lot of racism in this.

         17  They said she was a young black woman, and she's

         18  probably out there partying with somebody and she's

         19  not missing.

         20                 Support Local Law 162. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Withdrawn.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I also wish to join my voice to the

          5  chorus of those praising Matt Farrell. We served on

          6  the Council as staff members together and I really

          7  appreciate, you know, working with him.

          8                 And just a G rated Matt Farrell

          9  story, with the Transit strike we needed a way to

         10  get in, I didn't have four people in my car, and

         11  sure enough Matt Farrell shows up at my house with

         12  enough people in the car to get us over the bridge,

         13  and I really appreciate the way he always put

         14  himself out there for all of us, and we certainly

         15  will miss him. I'm happy to have worked with him. I

         16  know we'll work well together in the future.

         17                 I also want to speak about Reso 135,

         18  being put forward by Council Members Brewer, Gerson,

         19  Koppell, Weprin, and Vallone, regarding President

         20  Bush's Dubai Ports World deal. This is a resolution

         21  that would speak against that, which I think is a

         22  good thing. And people may have noticed in today's

         23  papers there were several stories regarding one more

         24  reason to come out against the Ports deal, which is

         25  that the Ports firm is owned by a company which is
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          2  the enforcer of the Israeli, or the anti-Israel

          3  boycott that's been in place since 1951, set out by

          4  the Arab League. So, in the last day there is one

          5  more reason to come out against this Ports deal, and

          6  it's my hope that the sponsors of Reso 135 would

          7  include some language about this most recent reason

          8  to be opposed to the Ports deal.

          9                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         10  Advocate.

         11                 And thank you, Matt.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 Good afternoon, my colleagues. I rise

         17  today in order to thank all of you who came out to

         18  the PEP hearing that was held the other night at

         19  Edward R. Murrow High School. There were 29 members,

         20  actual members of the City Council that were present

         21  that evening, along with other members that were

         22  absent, their staff members were there. And I think

         23  that the panel was overwhelmed to see so many

         24  Council Members to get up and speak about the

         25  amendment to the five-year education capital plan,
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          2  which they adopted ten in favor and two against with

          3  the representatives of Manhattan Borough President

          4  and the Bronx Borough President voting no against

          5  the amendment.

          6                 And as you know, the amendment calls

          7  for the elimination of approximately 21 schools and

          8  the total value is about $1.8 billion that we're

          9  seeking from the State of New York. And with all of

         10  you coming out that night and speaking about it, it

         11  not only raised the pressure on the City of New

         12  York, and the State Legislature, it's raising it for

         13  everyone.

         14                 In fact, parents and students from

         15  the Bronx were there protesting outside. It was a

         16  great site to see. And I was happy to read today in

         17  the papers that some of the State Senators from New

         18  York are saying that we're going to get $1.8 billion

         19  in capital money this fiscal year. And so the

         20  pressure needs to continuously be on our State

         21  Legislature and the Governor, and especially,

         22  especially the members in the majority of the New

         23  York State Senate and the members happen to be

         24  Republicans. And, so, I ask you to continue the

         25  pressure in order to ensure that our children
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          2  receive their opportunity for a sound, basic

          3  education.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First I want

          8  to thank Council Member Jackson and the Speaker for

          9  pulling us all together for the PEP hearing.

         10  Unfortunately, they had a script and they kept to

         11  it.

         12                 I also want to thank Matt Farrell.

         13  It's been terrific working with Matt, and I

         14  especially thank Matt for making sure that the

         15  carpet in my new office got steam cleaned before he

         16  left.

         17                 On a much more serious note, I want

         18  to call everyone's attention to Resolution 137,

         19  which I've introduced today regarding the collection

         20  of sales and excise taxes on cigarettes being sold

         21  to non-Native Americans on Native American

         22  reservations.

         23                 As you probably know, the Governor,

         24  and I'm going to be delicate because he's not well,

         25  the Governor has asked to take 50 cents of our
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          2  cigarette tax money from the City budget and put it

          3  to the State budget. And at the same time, despite

          4  the fact that the Supreme Court of the United States

          5  says it is perfectly lawful to do so, and it's the

          6  law of the State of New York that we collect taxes

          7  on these sales, the Governor is not doing it.

          8                 That's approximately $400 million

          9  that we could be using for CFE money, for all sorts

         10  of things in the State of New York. He is trying to

         11  take God knows how much money from us with that 50

         12  cents tax. He's discouraging business being done

         13  here in the City of New York at our small grocery

         14  stores and retailers who have to charge and collect

         15  the tax. So, it's a triple loser. And so I would

         16  urge everyone here to sign on to Resolution 137,

         17  because I think this is another issue we are going

         18  to have to continue to press the Governor and Albany

         19  on, because it's $400 million that we can't afford

         20  to fritter away.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I first wanted to thank Council
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          2  Member Gale Brewer for supplying wonderful staff

          3  members to me and to many of my colleagues. I had

          4  the good fortune of welcoming a new staff member,

          5  Mike Casatano. Did I get it right? Can you stand up

          6  for a minute? I want them to know. We call him "tall

          7  Mike." I'm "Big Simcha." So, you know, I look

          8  forward to working together with him, but I want to

          9  thank Gale for bringing a lot of good people into

         10  the Council.

         11                 At the same time, it's sort of

         12  sad/happy moment for me. Erica Caberly, who has been

         13  with our office for three and a half years, will be

         14  leaving our office.

         15                 Can they stand up so they see who it

         16  is? They don't know if they should clap or not.

         17  She's getting a much better job and going to be paid

         18  a lot more than she is making, and won't have to

         19  laugh at any jokes she doesn't understand. So, we're

         20  very happy for her, but she was, really was a

         21  wonderful person having in the office. Always very

         22  happy person, positive person, and just a wonderful

         23  person. We're going to miss her a lot.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair.

          4                 I wanted to talk today about Intro.

          5  161, which I have the honor of co-sponsoring with

          6  the Speaker, Council Member Gioia and yourself. And

          7  this is particularly important because it gets at

          8  the issue of the fact that the taxpayers of New York

          9  City consistently provide money to landlords who are

         10  supposed to be making apartments available to people

         11  in need and are supposed to be meeting certain

         12  conditions of appropriateness for those apartments.

         13  And in particular, some of the neediest folks in our

         14  City, people with HIV and AIDS, who, through public

         15  support, end up on a path first to temporary housing

         16  and then permanent housing, our bill tries to once

         17  and for all end the practice of public money going

         18  to landlords who provide inappropriate housing, in

         19  many cases unsafe and unhealthy housing, and I note

         20  that that is particularly dangerous to people with

         21  compromised immune systems.

         22                 So, I want to thank the Speaker. I

         23  think that everyone knows she has been in the

         24  forefront of work on behalf of people who have HIV

         25  and AIDS. She is the lead sponsor of this bill and I
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          2  want to thank her for the focus she has given to it.

          3  But it's time that we do something not only to help

          4  those in need, but also to say to the taxpayer that

          5  we're not going to let a single dollar be spent on

          6  the kind of housing that we, ourselves, would not

          7  feel comfortable living in.

          8                 And, finally, I wanted to say, we

          9  have many issues going forward with a number of our

         10  housing subsidy programs, including Housing

         11  Stability Plus, that really need to be looked at,

         12  because as good as the concept may be for some of

         13  these programs, in fact, in practice, in many cases,

         14  the people they're supposed to serve are not getting

         15  usable support, whether financially or in terms of

         16  the quality of housing involved.

         17                 So, I wanted to, again, urge everyone

         18  to sign on to Intro. 161, and we look forward to

         19  holding hearings on this topic and related topics in

         20  the General Welfare Committee. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: First I want

         24  to thank Council Member Simcha Felder for being the

         25  huge heart commitment and human being he is. So,
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          2  that's why we send him people, because he's very

          3  special.

          4                 On the education front, following up

          5  on Council Member Jackson, on March 2nd, tomorrow

          6  night, at 87th and Columbus, Goddard Riverside

          7  Neighborhood Center, parents from all over the City,

          8  not just Manhattan, are gathering to participate in

          9  a professional lobbying seminar. The fact of the

         10  matter is we are going to Albany on March 14th. This

         11  is I think the first time that parents have put

         12  together with translation, with food, but more

         13  importantly, with real intelligent and focused

         14  lobbying training. And it's a very exciting first.

         15  Tremendous accolades to the five parent groups who

         16  have come together to make it all happen.

         17                 So, that's tomorrow night, and I know

         18  they're going to do the same in all the rest of the

         19  four boroughs.

         20                 Second, I want to mention, or third I

         21  want to mention that you have heard in the past

         22  where I have introduced a controversial bill,

         23  16-year-olds, 17-year-olds registering to vote in

         24  municipal elections. We're doing it again. And just

         25  to forewarn you, on March 22, every single young
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          2  person who is 16 and 17 years old, will be at City

          3  Hall to lobby for that bill.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you.

          8  Thank you very much, Madam President. I'll say

          9  something nice about Simcha.

         10                 I'm urging Simcha Felder to join, as

         11  other Council Members have joined, the opportunity

         12  for the City Council has done something historical

         13  by providing funds to have the City of New York to

         14  review probably one of the most historical,

         15  historical things that have happened in the City of

         16  New York, at, of course, Madam President, you know

         17  very well, at the New York Historical Society.

         18                 The exhibition exhibit on slavery in

         19  New York is profound. And there were many Council

         20  Members who have been there, but there is certainly

         21  room for others to go there and to see this

         22  historical event, and to see the young people that

         23  are coming there to understand the history of New

         24  York and America. This is not black history,

         25  although it was in Black History's month, but it's
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          2  the history of New York and the opportunity for

          3  people to come, and Simcha, it would be real

          4  profound if you would join us there, and I'm certain

          5  that you will bring tremendous insight as well.

          6                 Also, just on another note, you will

          7  be getting, I will be introducing a resolution, an

          8  Intro. As you know, the New York City Police

          9  Department has made a decision that they are going

         10  to do away with the Housing Police, the PSA

         11  stations. Staten Island fought vigorously to make

         12  sure, and I think that this Council should rise up,

         13  and we should not allow that to happen.

         14                 There was a memorandum of

         15  understanding that took place that said that it is

         16  important that the Housing Authority Police and the

         17  PSA stations stay there because of what they

         18  represent. We are now trying to redeploy all of

         19  these people and do away with this, and we must

         20  stand strong not to allow that to happen.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council member.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: So, it's

         24  important that we do that, and you'll be getting a

         25  letter as it relates to that so we will continue to
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          2  do that. Thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

          6  Public Advocate. As many of my colleagues know,

          7  during many of the rezoning applications over the

          8  last four and a half years small manufacturing

          9  businesses in your communities and in your districts

         10  have been an important part of the rezoning, wanting

         11  to save some of them, wanting to make sure they were

         12  placed in areas where they can continue their

         13  business.

         14                 Mostly a lot of Council members were

         15  concerned with saving these small businesses, small

         16  manufacturing companies that actually employ quite a

         17  few people in the City of New York.

         18                 Today I have a resolution, 141, which

         19  will create industrial employment districts in the

         20  City of New York.

         21                 It would create a zoning that would

         22  save and protect these small manufacturing companies

         23  that were under 6,000 square feet. If they were over

         24  6,000 square feet, they would need a special permit.

         25  I think it would be a great added addition to the
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          2  zoning resolution.

          3                 The resolution today does not put

          4  these manufacturing areas in any district yet. It

          5  simply creates the zone, in answer to a lot of the

          6  questions that have come up during the day today, so

          7  that we would have it as a tool for all the future

          8  rezonings in the City of New York.

          9                 I urge many of you to sign on to this

         10  resolution. As we move forward in working on Land

         11  Use in the City in the next four years, I believe it

         12  will be a great addition to the tools that we have

         13  available. It is Resolution 141, and I would like

         14  everyone's support on that.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member White.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Thank you,

         19  Madam President.

         20                 I rise to recognize the fact that,

         21  and recognize that Matt Farrell, whom I've known for

         22  at least 14 years, he used to be Chief of Staff to

         23  the now Deputy Borough President Karen Koslowitz,

         24  who was also my colleague in the City Council, and

         25  one of the good things I'd like to say about Matt is
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          2  that for a talented bright young man such as he, and

          3  an attorney, to devote so much time that he has to

          4  public service is an attestment to the fact that we

          5  have young, bright young men and women with skills

          6  that are willing to invest. And I'm quite sure that

          7  he does have a very bright future. And wherever you

          8  go, Matt, I'm quite sure you will be successful. And

          9  I'm hoping to see you once you become very

         10  successful, to come back and maybe you can be like

         11  our present Mayor and work for a dollar a year and

         12  help run the City of New York.

         13                 So, I'd like to wish you good health,

         14  wealth and to your family, a bright future.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: First let me

         18  congratulate Council Member Barron on Reso 133,

         19  which establishes, supports the concept of the

         20  underground railroad curriculum, a culturally

         21  relevant and inspiring educational tool.

         22                 As most of you know, in Downtown

         23  Brooklyn we are looking at the possibility the

         24  underground railroad was located on Duffield Street,

         25  and we're asking that the City complete its study of

                                                            76

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Duffield Street to determine whether or not they

          3  were part of the underground railroad and we

          4  preserve these homes.

          5                 Let me also applaud Council Member

          6  Brewer on Reso 134, on calling upon New York City

          7  Department of Education to hold open for public use

          8  certain schools.

          9                 But this week, as most of you know,

         10  and my district has been very challenging, in my

         11  district alone we had arson, we had anthrax and we

         12  had a homicide.

         13                 In the Crown Heights community, the

         14  Crown Heights community mourned the loss of Effran

         15  Klein, a 47-year-old father of three, who was shot

         16  and killed on Carol and Schnectedy Street in Crown

         17  Heights. Effran was shot in the arm at 1:20 last

         18  night and the bullet traveled to his hear, killing

         19  him.

         20                 In addition to that, we had six

         21  suspicious fires, three of them were arson. Last

         22  Friday four people died, two children, ages one and

         23  three, and their mother. They were burned beyond

         24  recognition. And a 23-year-old woman of a child of

         25  eight who was a student at BMCC, also died. That was
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          2  designated as arson.

          3                 There's a firebug in my district, it

          4  appears to be, and I'm calling upon this

          5  Administration to increase the budget with regards

          6  to the increase in fire marshals. We have cut fire

          7  marshals to the point where we can no longer

          8  investigate fires in a timely fashion. Up to this

          9  day, I do not know whether or not all six of those

         10  fires which have occurred over the last four months

         11  were all tied to one individual or not.

         12                 Again, I'm calling upon the

         13  Administration to increase revenues for the Fire

         14  Department to open up the fire houses. I'm calling

         15  upon a cabinet meeting this Friday with the Borough

         16  President of the Borough of Brooklyn to address all

         17  of these issues.

         18                 And lastly, ladies and gentlemen. As

         19  most of you know, HPD has housed a lot of these

         20  homes, these families that have been displaced.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         22  Council member.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: But they're

         24  being displaced outside of the district, and they're

         25  only being placed in shelters at a week for a time
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          2  and then they're being referred to shelters.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  member, you have to restrict --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- That is

          6  outrageous.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: -- It to two

          8  minutes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- And

         10  offensive that these families have been victimized

         11  --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member, please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- By arson

         15  have to now reside in shelters.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please try

         17  to limit your comments --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: -- To two

         20  minutes, because then if you go over, everybody else

         21  is going to want to go over too. So, please.

         22                 Mark Viverito, please.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Thank

         24  you, Madam Public Advocate. First I want to

         25  congratulate Madam Speaker and all the co-sponsors
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          2  of the Health Care Security Act and Intro. 161,

          3  issues of great importance to me as I hope they are

          4  to everyone else.

          5                 I am also asking for my colleagues to

          6  sign on to Resolution 143, which I and Rosie Mendez

          7  have introduced. It's a resolution calling upon the

          8  Federal Bureau of Investigation to begin an

          9  immediate investigation into the possibility that

         10  excessive unwarranted force was used during the raid

         11  of five homes and one office in Puerto Rico on

         12  February 10th, 2006, and calling for congressional

         13  hearings on the matter.

         14                 Neither the Governor of the Island,

         15  nor the Police Superintendent were notified in

         16  advance of this operation, thereby defying local

         17  jurisdiction. To date no justifications or rationale

         18  has been provided by any one person or agency.

         19                 Furthermore, to date, no arrests have

         20  been made, which leads us to question why these

         21  actions were taken to begin with.

         22                 I view the FBI's anti-terrorism

         23  claims with a cynical eye, and of great concerns are

         24  the attempts by this Administration and its agencies

         25  to criminalize those whose political goals differ
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          2  from theirs.

          3                 It is not coincidental that these

          4  raids took place during a period of time in which

          5  Puerto Rico's political status is once again being

          6  heavily debated in Congress, and attempts made to

          7  structure a strategy as to how to approach it.

          8                 Through their actions, the FBI and

          9  this Administration have demonstrated their intent

         10  to not allow a people to freely define, nor decide

         11  their future. I welcome the call by our

         12  congressional reps that the House of Representatives

         13  Judiciary Committee look into what has taken place,

         14  and call for investigation into the FBI's excessive

         15  use of force.

         16                 Today, I, along with Council Member

         17  Rosie Mendez are presenting a resolution in the City

         18  Council supporting their efforts, and I ask my

         19  colleagues to sign on and to add their voice to this

         20  call.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 Madam Public Advocate, today myself

          3  along with Chairman of the Immigration Committee,

          4  Kendall Stewart, and advocates in the immigration

          5  community held a press conference bringing attention

          6  to the Anti-terrorism and Illegal Immigration

          7  Control Act, the Board of Protection Bill, HR 4437,

          8  that was passed in the House of Representatives, and

          9  it is now before the United States Senate.

         10                 Madam Public Advocate, this

         11  legislation is being presented as an anti-terrorism

         12  legislation. In fact, it is not an anti-terrorist

         13  legislation, it is an anti-immigrant legislation,

         14  legislation that proposes to cut fundings to local

         15  law enforcement agencies throughout the United

         16  States if they don't abide by enforcing immigration

         17  rules, laws.

         18                 The same is true that criminalizes

         19  individuals that provide services to undocumented

         20  individuals, whether they are a church, a

         21  non-profit, or an individual citizen; legislation

         22  that calls for building a 700-mile long along the

         23  border of the south west, the Southwest border.

         24                 This kind of legislation, Madam

         25  Public Advocate, along with many other immigrant
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          2  immigration legislation, are coming before the

          3  senate in the coming week, and we here in New York

          4  must call on our senate representative. And may I

          5  say for the record that already Senator Chuck

          6  Schumer has denounced and is opposed to this

          7  legislation. We're expecting that Senator Hillary

          8  Clinton does the same, and we're expecting to see

          9  Sunday press conferences, just as we're seeing press

         10  conferences on the outrageous move by the Executive

         11  of the United States to put our fears --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         13  Council member.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: -- In the

         15  hands of foreign countries, we want to put light and

         16  attention on these anti-racist --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: -- Immigrant

         19  legislation that are before the Senate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         25  Time.
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          2                 Council Member Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

          4  Public Advocate. I would just like to thank and

          5  applaud the passion of all of my colleagues as they

          6  have increased their efforts to bring back the

          7  resources for the school children here in New York

          8  City.

          9                 I just want to remind you, and I

         10  think that former Senator Gentile, former

         11  Assemblywoman Melinda Katz, former Assemblymember Al

         12  Vann, former State Senator Larry Seabrook, former

         13  Assemblyman Oliver Koppell, can testify in much

         14  greater detail than I could, the exact meaning of

         15  the phrase "three men in a room." When the critics

         16  and the observers of Albany talk about what happens

         17  in Albany, you all can hear the phrase "three men in

         18  a room." It's not one man in a room, it's three men

         19  in a room.

         20                 It took three men in a room to screw

         21  New York City with the commuter tax, and rip open a

         22  gap in our budget in that fiscal year and cost us

         23  $500 million in every subsequent fiscal year.

         24                 And no matter what the problem or

         25  what the issue impacting New York City, it's going
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          2  to take three men in a room to help us.

          3                 So, when we focus like a laser beam

          4  our efforts to do what's right by the kids of this

          5  City, or in any other issue, I think that we have to

          6  hold those three men in a room accountable. Each of

          7  them. All of them. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I had

         11  promised Matt Farrell that I wasn't going to say any

         12  words about him today, but I changed my mind, Matt.

         13                 You know, I first got to know Matt

         14  when -- he ran out, I know he ran out, he's nervous

         15  now. Matt, I know Matt from when he started with

         16  Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz, and I met with the

         17  Deputy Borough President of Queens the other day and

         18  we were recalling those days and how far Matt has

         19  come, and I just want to get a commitment from Matt

         20  that even though he's leaving, he will still party

         21  with us on St. Patrick's Day and do the Parade

         22  route, because those are where we have the most fun

         23  and the most laughs, and I want to compliment him on

         24  a great job that he's done for this City Council and

         25  the City of New York, and I know he'll do well in
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          2  his future endeavors. Thank you, Madam Public

          3  Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 You may recall last Stated Meeting I

          9  raised my hand a little after you had adjourned, I

         10  wanted at that time to bring to the attention of our

         11  colleagues that a great American had passed in the

         12  presence of Reverend William Agustis Jones, Jr., who

         13  was the Pastor of Bethany Baptist Church in Bedford

         14  Stuyvesant, Brooklyn.

         15                 Reverend Jones was an intellectual

         16  giant, was a biblical scholar, he was a preacher, he

         17  was a community leader, he had preached on every

         18  continent in this world.

         19                 In the 38 years that he passed at

         20  Bethany Baptist Church, he never ate the king's

         21  meat. Translation: He never accepted any form of

         22  governmental funding. He never accepted any form of

         23  governmental funding. Yet, he had all the community

         24  programs that one would expect the church to have to

         25  serve the community, and he was an independent
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          2  leader and a strong advocate for justice. He was an

          3  advocate extraordinaire. His church was a refuge.

          4  Anyone who was being besieged, and was being treated

          5  unjustly could find refuge in Bethany Church.

          6                 We have lost a great Brooklynite, a

          7  great African man, a great American, and I did not

          8  want this City Council to adjourn and do business as

          9  usual without noting that a great man has

         10  transitioned to a greater status.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Thank you, Council Member Barron,

         15  thank you. Seeing nobody else, meeting of March 1 is

         16  adjourned.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 3:16 p.m.)
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