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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Okay, this meeting

          3  will now come to order.

          4                 Good morning, and welcome. My name is

          5  Council Member Maria Baez. I am the Chair to the

          6  State and Federal Legislation Committee.

          7                 Today we will be voting on State

          8  Legislation, Resolution No. 1.

          9                 This legislation would amend the

         10  local Emergency Housing Rent Control Act in relation

         11  to rent regulation laws. Presently, the rent control

         12  or Urstadt Law was enacted in 1971, prohibits the

         13  City of New York from expanding rent and eviction

         14  protections to presidential accommodations that are

         15  exempt from regulation.

         16                 The Home Rule Message introduced by

         17  the Council asks the State Legislature to pass bills

         18  introduced by Assemblymember Vito Lopez and Senator

         19  Liz Krueger that will repeal the Urstadt Law.

         20                 Last year the City Council passed a

         21  similar resolution but Albany failed to act.

         22                 The recent New York City Housing and

         23  Vacancy Survey found that the rental vacancy was

         24  3.09 percent. A vacancy rate of five percent is

         25  considered by most housing experts to create
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          2  abnormal market conditions. Albany is aware of the

          3  affordable housing crisis here and they are unable

          4  to manage it.

          5                 The City Council, which represents

          6  2.4 million New Yorkers living in rent control and

          7  rent stabilized apartments, will be better able to

          8  balance the interests of owners and tenants more

          9  effectively than the State, which has repeatedly

         10  weakened rent and eviction protections over the

         11  years.

         12                 Therefore, we are holding this vote

         13  today because we recognize that preserving and

         14  strengthening rent regulation and tenant protections

         15  are critical to prevent even higher levels of

         16  homelessness.

         17                 Before we open the vote, I would like

         18  to introduce the members of the Committee. To my

         19  left, Council Member Joel Rivera, Council Member

         20  Addabbo, Council Member Dilan. We've been joined by

         21  Council Member Rosie Mendez, Counsel to the

         22  Committee Mari de Pedro, and Policy Analyst Estavan

         23  Duran.

         24                 I will ask now for a vote to be

         25  called. Thank you.
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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 1.

          3                 Council Member Baez.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON BAEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye. I vote

          7  aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         13  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         14  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         15                 Council Members, please sign the

         16  Committee Report. Thank you. And the vote will be

         17  held open by request of the Chair.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote of the

         21  Committee on State and Fed now stands at five in the

         22  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions.

         23                 Council Member McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          3  all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote on the

          5  Committee on State and Federal Legislation now

          6  stands at seven in the affirmative, zero in the

          7  negative and no abstentions. Thank you.

          8                 (Hearing concluded at 10:46 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 22nd day of March 2006.
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