          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10                 May 11, 2006

                            Start:  10:13 a.m.

         11                 Recess: 8:02 p.m.

         12                 City Hall

                            Council Chamber

         13                 New York, New York

         14

                  B E F O R E:

         15

                         ROBERT JACKSON

         16                                Chairperson,

         17

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Yvette Clarke

         18                                 Bill DeBlasio

                                            Simcha Felder

         19                                 Lewis Fidler

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             COUNCIL MEMBERS:

          4

             Helen Foster

          5  Melinda Katz

             Oliver Koppell

          6  John Liu

             Miguel Martinez

          7  Domenic Recchia

             Peter Vallone, Jr.

          8  Albert Vann

             Maria Arroyo

          9  Jessica Lappin

             James Vacca

         10  Daniel Garodnick

             Andrew Lanza

         11  Letitia James

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            3

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

             Deputy Mayor Dennis M. Walcott

          4

             Jemina Bernard

          5  Executive Director, Office of Parent Engagement

             NYC Department of Education

          6

             Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum

          7

             Randi Weingarten

          8  President

             United Federation of Teachers

          9

             Jill S. Levy

         10  President

             Council of School Supervisors & Administrators,

         11  New York City

         12  Ernest A. Logan

             Executive Vice President

         13  Council of School Supervisors & Administrators,

             New York City

         14

             Tim Johnson

         15  Chairman

             Chancellor's Parent Advisory Council, CPAC

         16

             Lorraine G. Bridges

         17  President

             Presidents Council of District 29

         18

             Corinna Lindenberg

         19  P.A. President

             Earth School

         20  CPAC Rep, District 1, Lower East Side

         21  Ellen McHugh

             Parent To Parent of New York State

         22

             Carmen M. Colon

         23  Association of New York Community Education Councils

         24  Sherri Donders

             Staten Island Federation of PTAs

         25

                                                            4

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

             Greg Smith

          4  Learning Leaders

          5  Benita Lovett-Rivera

             Parents of the Henry Street School

          6  For International Studies

          7  Darlene Fein

          8  Lilliana Diaz-Pedrosa, Esquire

             Center Without Walls Project Director

          9  Advocates for Children of New York

         10  Vanessa Leung

             Education And Program Coordinator

         11  the Coalition for Asian American Children

             And Families

         12

             Kenneth D. Cohen

         13  Regional Director, NAACP Branches

             NAACP Metropolitan Council

         14

             Sara Burke

         15  Member, School Leadership Team

             PS 16, Staten Island

         16

             Marvin Shelton

         17  Member, Community District Education Council No. 10

             Bronx, New York

         18

             Cecelia Blewer

         19  Independent Commission on Public Education

         20  EJim Dike

             Urban Justice Center

         21  National Economic and Social Rights Initiative

         22  Sam Greenberg

             PTA President

         23  Academy of American Studies

             Long Island City

         24

             Laura A. Cavalleri

         25

                                                            5

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

          4  Adriane Paniagua, J.D.

             Co-Chair, Bridge Builders Executive Committee

          5  Administrative Director of Community Services

             Highbridge Life Community Center, Inc.

          6

             Vivian Farmery

          7  PEP representative

             Manhattan Borough President Stringer

          8

             Elizabeth Lorris Ritter

          9

             Teresa Ying Hsu

         10  Asian-American Communications, Inc.

         11  Dr. Moira Kennedy

         12  Irene Varon

             Region 7 High School Presidents Council

         13

             Linda Aizer

         14

             Rebecca Daniels

         15  Member, Community Education Council for District 2

             New York, N.Y.

         16

             Patricia Saber-Maguire

         17  The Moss Project

             D75 After School Initiatives, Queens

         18

             Don Holley

         19  Co-President, Earth School Parents Association

             Elementary School on the Lower East Side

         20

             Lisa Donlan

         21  Vice President of CEC One, LES Manhattan

             Board Member, ANYCEC

         22

             Pat Thompson

         23  George Westinghouse, PS 161

             Brooklyn, N.Y.

         24

             Sharon James

         25  Clara Barton High School for Health Professionals

                                                            6

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

             Theresa Lantigua

          4  Co-President, Public School 24

          5  John Tillman

             Parent, District 29, Queens

          6

             Sandra Campbell, MSW

          7  Good Shepard Services

          8  Betsy Combier

             President

          9  The E-Accountability Foundation

         10  Ester Yang

             PS 16

         11

             Marva M. Weekes

         12  Teachers Preparatory

         13  Declan C. Onuoha

             UFT Parent Committee

         14

             Ann M. DeFalco

         15  Southbridge Towers, Inc., Parents Association

         16  Grace Dalton

             IS 109, Queens

         17

             April Sepanski

         18

             Anthony Mampilly

         19  Council Member, Science Committee Chair

             Community Education Council for District 25

         20  New York City Department of Education, Region 3

         21  Michael Propper

             President

         22  District 2 CEC

         23  Tamara Rowe

             PS 3, Clinton School for Writers and Artists

         24

             Antron Gonzalez

         25  Teachers Preparatory School

                                                            7

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

             Nica Lalli

          4  PS 107

          5  Mary Alice Miller

             Substitute Teacher

          6  Region No. 5, 6 and 8

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            8

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Good morning,

          3  everyone. It's a beautiful day outside. It's

          4  Thursday, the 11th of May, and it's about 10:13. We

          5  would like to try to begin. Sorry for running a

          6  little late. My name is Robert Jackson. I chair this

          7  Committee. Let me introduce my colleagues that are

          8  present at this moment. To my right, Jim Vacca of

          9  the Bronx, Dan Garodnick of Manhattan, Oliver

         10  Koppell of the Bronx, and Simcha Felder of Brooklyn.

         11                 Today's hearing is on parent

         12  involvement. So, I want to thank all of you for

         13  being here at this very important hearing.

         14                 Today the Committee on Education will

         15  hear from the Administration, as well as from

         16  elected officials, the union, advocates and most

         17  importantly from parents on the state of parental

         18  involvement in our City schools.

         19                 I think it's important to acknowledge

         20  that parent involvement is a broad term that

         21  involves everything from helping your child or

         22  children with homework to participating in

         23  decision-making about budgetary and educational

         24  issues that affect your children's education.

         25                 The fact that it encompasses such a
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          2  broad range of activities make it a difficult issue

          3  to tackle, and a controversial one in some ways, but

          4  I think one point we can all agree on is that

          5  children, whose parents are meaningfully engaged in

          6  their schools, are more likely to succeed in school

          7  and in life.

          8                 I also think it's important to point

          9  out that parent involvement is mandated by law.

         10  Under the No Child Left Behind Act, local

         11  educational agencies such as DOE, the Department of

         12  Education, must have programs, activities and

         13  procedures related to parent involvement in place,

         14  in order to receive federal one title funding. And

         15  under New York State Law, the Chancellor is required

         16  to establish parent associations in each public

         17  school, and to create school-based management teams

         18  that contain equal number of parents and school

         19  staff, and that participate in formulating a school

         20  performance goals and objectives.

         21                 The requirements go beyond what I've

         22  mentioned but I don't want to spend too much time

         23  getting into the details of federal and state law

         24  because I am not an expert in that field. All of

         25  this is laid out in detail in the briefing paper
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          2  from this hearing that was prepared by the Education

          3  Committee staff, and there are copies available on

          4  the desk to my left and they will be available in

          5  the next couple of weeks on our website.

          6                 Now, let me just go over a few issues

          7  for the hearing today, and we'll move directly onto

          8  the testimony of the witnesses.

          9                 One of the reasons we are holding

         10  this hearing is that we have heard a lot of

         11  complaints from parents about the lack of parent

         12  involvement in the City schools, and by that I mean

         13  that there are many parents out there who feel that

         14  their voices are not being heard and that the

         15  Department of Education's parental involvement

         16  policies are flawed.

         17                 Having said that, I want to make it

         18  clear that while we are interested in hearing

         19  examples of what has not worked, we are also here

         20  today to be constructive and so we want to hear

         21  recommendations and suggestions for how to improve

         22  parental involvement in our City's schools, not just

         23  complaints.

         24                 The reason for this is that we are

         25  trying to lay the foundation for a report on the
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          2  state of parental involvement in City schools that

          3  will outline recommendations or reforms. So, please

          4  keep this in mind when you are giving your

          5  testimony.

          6                 For those of you who want to register

          7  complaints with us regarding parental involvement or

          8  other matters, there is a survey that the staff has

          9  prepared that is available on the desk to my left,

         10  and the Sergeant-of-Arms is raising the form there

         11  now.

         12                 And, also, as I indicated, the

         13  briefing report is also on the desk to my left, so

         14  if you want to have a copy of the briefing report,

         15  you can pick --

         16                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM THE

         17  AUDIENCE: There are no more.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: There were no

         19  more? They're on their way. And thanks for telling

         20  me there aren't any more.

         21                 So, I encourage you to fill out the

         22  survey. The staff will be collecting them throughout

         23  the hearing.

         24                 I also want to remind you that we are

         25  keeping everyone, with the exception of DOE, to a
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          2  very strict two-minute time limit.

          3                 We have many people to hear from

          4  today and we want to do our best to make sure we

          5  hear from as many of you as possible in the time

          6  allotted for this hearing.

          7                 I also want to remind you that we

          8  will adjourn at 1:00 p.m. today and resume the

          9  hearing from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. this evening in

         10  the Committee Room next door.

         11                 If we can't fit your testimony into

         12  the morning session, we invite you to return at

         13  5:00, if possible.

         14                 You may also submit written testimony

         15  that will be included in the record. Now, let's move

         16  on to the testimony, and we will hear from Jemina

         17  Bernard, the Director of Department of Education's

         18  Office of Parent Involvement.

         19                 And I would also like to say that our

         20  Deputy Mayor, whose on of his responsibility's is

         21  over the Department of Education, our Deputy Mayor

         22  Dennis Walcott, is here and he's sitting over to my

         23  right.

         24                 So, Ms. Bernard, you may please take

         25  the stand -- or not the stand, be seated at the
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          2  table.

          3                 Let me just introduce my other

          4  colleagues that also have arrived. Peter Vallone,

          5  Jr., to my right, from the Borough of Queens; Maria

          6  del Carmen Arroyo, sitting in front of me, from the

          7  Borough of the Bronx, and I thought I saw Melinda

          8  Katz from the Borough of Queens, she's here, but she

          9  stepped out for a second.

         10                 With that, Ms. Bernard, welcome, and

         11  Deputy Mayor Dennis Walcott, welcome.

         12                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Thank you very

         13  much. And good morning, Chairman Jackson and members

         14  of the Education Committee, my name is Dennis

         15  Walcott, I'm the Deputy Mayor of the City of New

         16  York, and as indicated, part of my responsibility is

         17  working with the Mayor and the Chancellor, with the

         18  Department of Education.

         19                 I think more importantly than that,

         20  I'm also the father of four children, and I put a

         21  very key word in this next statement, who attended

         22  public schools here in New York City. So, they're no

         23  longer in the public schools.

         24                 I've experienced a variety of

         25  different experiences in all of their schooling, and
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          2  I think each parent has a unique experience. And I

          3  am joined, obviously, by Jemina Bernard, the

          4  Executive Director of the Office of Parent

          5  Engagement at the Department of Education.

          6                 Helping parents participate in their

          7  children's education is a core priority of Mayor

          8  Bloomberg's reforms. We recognize and believe that

          9  parents in many cases, grand parents and other

         10  guardians, can have a major influence on their

         11  children's achievement, particularly by establishing

         12  high expectations for achievement, supporting

         13  learning at home, and ensuring that after school

         14  activities are positive and constructive.

         15                 We have tremendous respect for

         16  parents and the magnitude of the challenge involved

         17  in raising a child and ensuring that each child

         18  succeeds.

         19                 We also recognize that parents in our

         20  City often have significant job and family demands

         21  and many are new to English language or struggle

         22  with literacy themselves. We owe it to them and

         23  their children to be as innovative as possible when

         24  trying to engage and support them in helping their

         25  children succeed.
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          2                 The Mayor believes deeply in

          3  providing many points of access for the parents. As

          4  you know, many of your fellow Council members can

          5  attest to the Mayor's doors at City Hall are always

          6  open, and have been open to parents on a regular

          7  basis.

          8                 We've always made ourselves available

          9  to meet with parents, whether here in City Hall, in

         10  the communities, or wherever there is an issue

         11  involving safety, or involving issues of a new

         12  athletic field in Brooklyn, safety in the Bronx,

         13  timely construction of a school in Queens or a

         14  search for a new home for a popular school in

         15  Washington Heights or special education issues in

         16  Staten Island.

         17                 I am delighted that so many parents

         18  from every corner of our City have taken advantage

         19  of our willingness to listen and respond to their

         20  children's needs.

         21                 Just before I came in here, as a

         22  matter of fact, I was on the phone with a parent who

         23  had an issue in the Borough of Queens, and our doors

         24  are always open to the parents 24 hours a day, seven

         25  days a week.
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          2                 The Mayor's creation of 3-1-1 with

          3  the services in more than 170 languages also played

          4  an essential role in increasing parents access to

          5  schools and information has facilitated their

          6  ability to voice concerns and demands.

          7                 In addition to the establishment of

          8  the Department of Education, of Office of

          9  Translation and Interpretation Services, further

         10  ensures that non-English-speaking parents have the

         11  information they need to help their children.

         12                 Because of the Mayor's conviction

         13  that parent views are fundamental to our reforms, he

         14  advocated for the parent-dominated bodies to replace

         15  the old community school boards. The resulting

         16  community education councils comprised of parent

         17  majority provide an important voice for the

         18  improvement of our schools.

         19                 It is in the schools themselves and

         20  in our children's homes the most vital kind of

         21  parent involvement takes place. The Mayor and the

         22  Chancellor's commitment to placing a coordinator in

         23  each of the City schools has been critical to making

         24  sure that parents feel welcome in our schools and

         25  are supported in their efforts to help their
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          2  children learn.

          3                 We have invested over $50 million a

          4  year in this initiative, including more than 1,350

          5  parent coordinators and their professional

          6  development and support.

          7                 The establishment of parent

          8  coordinators was rooted in understanding that we

          9  must reach parents at the school level in ways that

         10  had not been happening throughout schools before.

         11                 Our parent coordinators are a crucial

         12  link for parents at each school addressing parent

         13  concerns and holding workshops on nutrition or math

         14  skills. They deserve the wide acclaim that is given

         15  to them.

         16                 Especially in a City like ours, there

         17  are inevitably many different views about how to

         18  provide the education our children deserve. Yet, in

         19  many meetings and conversations with parents at City

         20  Hall, on the streets, at schools, in communities and

         21  in parent forums, it is always abundantly clear that

         22  every parent wants the best for their children and

         23  we remain committed to working with parents to

         24  ensure they are able to give their children the

         25  support they need.
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          2                 I look forward to continuing a

          3  dialogue with you, Chairman Jackson, and with

          4  members of the Council, and with parents on this

          5  very important issue.

          6                 I will now turn the floor over to

          7  Jemina Bernard, who will speak in greater detail

          8  about the Mayor and the Chancellor's efforts to

          9  engage parents in their children's education.

         10                 Jemina.

         11                 MS. BERNARD: Thank you, Deputy Mayor

         12  Walcott. And good morning, Chair Jackson, and

         13  members of the Education Committee.

         14                 My name is Jemina Bernard, and I am

         15  the Executive Director of the Office of Parent

         16  Engagement at the Department of Education.

         17                 The reforms Deputy Mayor Walcott have

         18  mentioned have had a profound impact on the

         19  Department of Education's ability to help parents

         20  support their children's learning.

         21                 Specifically, the commitment to place

         22  a parent coordinator in each of the City's schools

         23  has been instrumental to making sure that parents

         24  feel welcomed and supported. In addition to

         25  assisting parents in knowing how to support their
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          2  child's learning and maintaining a welcome

          3  environment for parents at the schools. Parent

          4  coordinators are responsible for being accessible to

          5  and assisting parents with issues and concerns

          6  related to their child and/or their school, building

          7  a positive working relationship with the members of

          8  their school community, supporting the work of the

          9  parent association and the parent teacher

         10  association, as requested by their Executive Board

         11  and approved by the principal, and implementing

         12  effective parent outreach strategies.

         13                 We are very proud of the work that

         14  our parent coordinators are doing to fulfill these

         15  critical goals and have begun to collect data to

         16  help quantify their success.

         17                 Last year alone, our parent

         18  coordinators made more than 2 million contacts with

         19  parents across the City and are on track to surpass

         20  that number this year.

         21                 This includes having more than

         22  630,000 face-to-face meeting with parents and

         23  hosting nearly 23,000 workshops for more than

         24  450,000 parents across this City.

         25                 In an effort to keep our parent
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          2  coordinators prepared to help parents support their

          3  children's learning, our office has collaborated

          4  with our colleagues in the Division of Teaching and

          5  Learning to offer several curriculum-focused

          6  conferences in the last year and a half.

          7                 To date we have hosted all-day

          8  conferences in literacy, math, science, the updated

          9  HIV/AIDS curriculum and most recently, in the arts.

         10                 We are also collaborating with the

         11  translation and interpretation unit to pilot a

         12  training program in Spanish, Cantonese and Mandarin,

         13  translation skills.

         14                 Close to 100 parent coordinators are

         15  taking advantage of this opportunity to strengthen

         16  their written translation skills to better serve our

         17  non-English-speaking parents in their schools, and

         18  we look forward to expanding this program to include

         19  other languages, if feasible.

         20                 I am confident that this pilot

         21  program will only help to bolster the great work

         22  currently being implemented by our translation and

         23  interpretation unit.

         24                 Since the beginning of the school

         25  year, the unit has fulfilled over 600 translation
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          2  requests from schools and administrative offices, as

          3  well as over 900 requests for over-the-phone

          4  translation services to assist parents speaking

          5  close to 30 different languages.

          6                 We also work very closely with our

          7  colleagues in the Office of English Language

          8  Learners, or ELLs, as we call them, to be especially

          9  creative and proactive in making sure

         10  non-English-speaking parents feel welcome in their

         11  schools, and understand the resources available to

         12  help them support their children's learning.

         13                 Working together we have already

         14  reached more than 2,200 parents through regional ELL

         15  parent conferences, and we anticipate reaching over

         16  500 more at this year's annual City-wide conference

         17  on June 3rd.

         18                 We have also launched a map and

         19  parents and partnerships or MAP program for parents

         20  of K through 12 ELLs. The pilot is currently

         21  underway in Regions 1, 2 and 10 and is expected to

         22  reach 600 parents.

         23                 In addition to curriculum focused

         24  conferences and our work with the translation unit

         25  and the office of the ELLs, our office has hosted
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          2  City-wide conferences on adolescent parenting, as

          3  well as the middle to high school transition

          4  process.

          5                 Based on our collective experience

          6  and feedback from parents, and I'm sure you all can

          7  appreciate, there is a strong need for parents to

          8  learn very important skills related to supporting

          9  our teenagers.

         10                 Through collaborations with both

         11  learning leaders and EPIC, Every Person Influences

         12  Children, and many other community-based

         13  organizations, we have been able to provide parents

         14  with this type of training.

         15                 As part of our mission to increase

         16  student achievement by involving and supporting

         17  parents, our office works very closely with our

         18  regional offices to provide technical assistance and

         19  training to parent associations, parent/teacher

         20  associations, school leadership teams, community

         21  education councils, and Title 1 parent leaders. We

         22  recently held a Citywide conference for parent

         23  leaders to help them better understand relevant

         24  Chancellor's regulations, and to help them prepare

         25  for upcoming spring elections.
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          2                 We are also collaborating with the

          3  State Education Department to deliver training next

          4  month where we will focus on Title 1 and No Child

          5  Left Behind requirements related to parent

          6  involvement.

          7                 Also in support of involving more

          8  parents at the school level, this year we have

          9  placed greater emphasis on fostering collaborations

         10  between parent coordinators and parent associations

         11  and parent/teacher associations.

         12                 We recently implemented a family

         13  improvement grant program that required our parent

         14  coordinators, PAs and PTAs to jointly submit

         15  proposals focused on ideas that could engage and

         16  support more single parents, grandparents and adult

         17  male caregivers.

         18                 Close to 600 proposals were

         19  submitted. We have approved close to $150,000 in

         20  grants currently being implemented through the end

         21  of this school year.

         22                 This is in addition to the 180 or so

         23  schools, we have provided close to $100,000 in mini

         24  grants to replicate successful parent involvement

         25  strategies across other schools and their regions.
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          2                 We have also been working hard this

          3  year to foster greater collaboration between our

          4  community education councils and presidents councils

          5  to engage them in exciting initiatives.

          6                 To that end, we invite members of

          7  both groups to a joint monthly meeting with the

          8  Deputy Chancellor and have offered them information

          9  sessions on a host of topics, most recent of which

         10  was our new accountability initiative.

         11                 Additionally, in response to their

         12  specific request, we have sent central staff out to

         13  local meetings to answer questions on the capital

         14  plan, school budgets and the updated HIV/AIDS

         15  curriculum.

         16                 As you can tell, I can go on and on

         17  and on about the great that our parent coordinators,

         18  our parent support staff and parent volunteers do

         19  every single day to engage and support parents in

         20  the effort to help their children do well in school.

         21                 These efforts are only some among

         22  many that support our parent involvement goal, and I

         23  welcome the efforts of any and all partners truly

         24  committed to achieving our mission of helping

         25  parents to support their children's achievement in
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          2  school.

          3                 Thank you for this opportunity to

          4  share updates with the Education Committee, and I

          5  welcome any questions or ideas that you may have.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Ms. Bernard,

          7  thank you for your testimony. And Deputy Mayor

          8  Walcott, thank you for your testimony.

          9                 Before I begin the questioning, let

         10  me just introduce other colleagues that have

         11  arrived. You have Council Member Yvette Clarke in

         12  the front from the Borough of Brooklyn; Andrew Lanza

         13  to her left, from the Borough of Staten Island.

         14  Okay, that's it.

         15                 One of the first things that I'll

         16  ask, and I'll ask this of you, Deputy Mayor Walcott,

         17  is considering that parent involvement is such an

         18  important issue, quite frankly, I had expected,

         19  besides the director, the Executive Director of the

         20  Office of Parent Engagement, I, and I guess

         21  everybody would have expected the Chancellor, the

         22  Educational Leader of our system, to be here to

         23  address this important issue. Obviously I know he is

         24  not the Executive Director of the Office of Parent

         25  Engagement that would know all of the nitty-gritty
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          2  details of the programs and what have you and so

          3  forth, but as the educational leader, one would

          4  expect that he would come and speak on such an

          5  important issue. And, so, I ask you, Deputy Mayor,

          6  even though I know that you are overall responsible

          7  for education as the Deputy Mayor, but also I know

          8  that you're not the Chancellor and not directly

          9  involved in the running of DOE like the Chancellor.

         10                 So, my question is, what happened to

         11  the Chancellor?

         12                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Well, a couple

         13  of things, Mr. Chairman.

         14                 One is that even though I am not the

         15  Chancellor, I am the Deputy Mayor, and I think

         16  having me here, along with the Executive Director of

         17  the Parent Engagement Department represents a nice

         18  team to present to the Council. It really

         19  reinforces, I think, the close-working relationship

         20  between City Hall and the Department of Education,

         21  and the Chancellor felt it was extremely important

         22  to have his Executive Director here, and I felt it

         23  was important for me to be here. This is my first

         24  opportunity to present to your Committee, and I felt

         25  this was the most important topic for me to come and
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          2  present to your Committee. I think it's a key issue

          3  for us, as far as parent engagement is concerned,

          4  and while I am not the Chancellor, I think that the

          5  Chancellor and I think alike, and in fairness to the

          6  Chancellor, I think the Chancellor has been very

          7  aggressive as far as going out to communities,

          8  meeting with communities, meeting with parents,

          9  having parents down, both the formal groups, whether

         10  it's CEC or CPAC and presenting to them, and the

         11  informal groups in talking to parents, so I think

         12  the Chancellor's commitment to parents is 100

         13  percent there, and it's unfortunate that he's not

         14  here as far as your belief is concerned, but I think

         15  it's fortunate that you have myself and Jemina here

         16  to really work with you and talk to you about the

         17  number of issues.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, you know,

         19  Deputy Mayor, with all due respects to you and to

         20  Ms. Bernard, in my lay opinion, it sends a message

         21  in some people's minds, when the Chancellor on such

         22  an important issue is not here. And I say that,

         23  Deputy Mayor, because, you know, knowing the

         24  leadership of parents associations of CECs, of CPAC,

         25  it's important I think overall for the system to
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          2  send a clear message to those leaders, and those are

          3  the parent leaders throughout our system that the

          4  Chancellor finds this one of the most important

          5  issues, parents as full partners in their children's

          6  education. I just want to express that to you,

          7  because obviously parents are here and parent

          8  leaders, once they find out that the Chancellor was

          9  not here, believe me, we're going to hear about that

         10  in a lot of respects.

         11                 I just want you to know that, because

         12  it clearly comes out, and it doesn't come out

         13  necessarily directly to you, Deputy Mayor, but it

         14  comes out and talking to parent leaders it comes out

         15  on the various e-mails and what have you and so

         16  forth. So, you just need to be aware of that.

         17                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Sure. In

         18  fairness to the Chancellor, though, I think the

         19  Chancellor sends that signal every day, as far as

         20  his commitment to the parents, by being out in the

         21  communities and every community throughout New York

         22  City, responding to the e-mails and calls of the

         23  parents as well. I think there is a reinforced

         24  commitment between City Hall and Department of

         25  Education, both by myself, the Chancellor, the
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          2  Chancellor's staff and my staff, as far as the value

          3  and the importance of parents responding to

          4  individual parent concerns, as well as the macro

          5  issues that parents raise as well.

          6                 And, so, while I understand you as

          7  Chair of the Education Committee raising that

          8  particular point, I think, again, I think the

          9  Chancellor, in all fairness to him, has shown his

         10  commitment, continues to show his commitment by

         11  being out on the streets in a regular basis, meeting

         12  with not just Council Members, but parent leaders

         13  and parents, not necessarily leaders of

         14  organizations, but every day parents throughout the

         15  five boroughs of New York City.

         16                 MS. BERNARD: If I could just add to

         17  that?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Sure.

         19                 MS. BERNARD: I couldn't agree with

         20  the Deputy Mayor more. I think the Chancellor, the

         21  Mayor, the Deputy Mayor, the entire senior

         22  leadership team at the Department of Education have

         23  continually showed their commitment to everything

         24  that we've been talking about in terms of supporting

         25  involving and engaging parents. And I know that the
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          2  Chancellor and his senior leadership team expect

          3  nothing more than all of us at the Department of

          4  Education, to really be entrenched with the same

          5  culture and expectation with regards to parent

          6  involvement and he trusts our staff and certainly

          7  our team members at the parent engagement office and

          8  the entire structure to go throughout the City and

          9  reinforce his messages, the Deputy Mayor's messages

         10  and the Mayor's messages. And quite frankly, with

         11  all due respect, I think that parents and parent

         12  leaders throughout the City are going to be

         13  extremely happy to understand that the Mayor's

         14  Office and the Deputy Mayor here, with all due

         15  respect, obviously, to the Chancellor's schedule,

         16  are here representing their support for all of the

         17  things that we're doing at the Department of

         18  Education in support of parents as well.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, Ms.

         20  Bernard, I hear you loud and clear. And with all due

         21  respect, I say to you that one of the things is,

         22  part of one of the requirements is that we give at

         23  least, meaning the Education Committee, give at

         24  least two weeks notice to an agency about a hearing

         25  and requesting the agency heads to come forward, and
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          2  while I do know that parents and others can e-mail

          3  the Chancellor directly, and receive responses, and

          4  I do understand that he has staff that are engaged,

          5  but it just sends a message to parents and other

          6  people that maybe, maybe this is not as important as

          7  one would expect to be. And I say that quite

          8  frankly, and I'm going to move on. I'm not going to

          9  belabor the point. But know, you know, because I can

         10  get into discussions with you and with Dennis

         11  Walcott, but I do know, for example, CPAC, which is

         12  the Chancellor's Parent Advisory Council, as you

         13  know, they made a decision not to attend Department

         14  of Education's lobby day in Albany, for one of the

         15  reasons that I've heard was because of the fact of

         16  their relationship with the Chancellor. And the fact

         17  that, you know, they felt that they were being taken

         18  for granted. And what have you and so forth.

         19                 And that's important to say, because,

         20  you know, when you talk about a relationship,

         21  relationships are individuals and not necessarily

         22  their representatives, and as you know, I believe

         23  you were up in Albany, I went up on lobby day with

         24  the Department of Education, because I was on the

         25  same page as DOE and the Mayor and my colleagues
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          2  here, as far as CFE funding. But also, I went up

          3  with the parents, CPAC and UFT, when they went up

          4  also. So, I went up both times because we were all

          5  trying to achieve the same goal, but not necessarily

          6  saw eye-to-eye on everything as far as the direction

          7  and involvement.

          8                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Can I just pick

          9  up on one point --

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Sure.

         11                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: -- on an issue,

         12  Chair?

         13                 One is that any relationship is about

         14  listening and agreeing or disagreeing, and that's

         15  what a relationship is about. And as I understand it

         16  with CPAC, part of the issue was also around

         17  charters as well. And as you know, there's an

         18  extensive waiting list of children who will want to

         19  go into Charter schools and for the creation of new

         20  Charter schools. And so there were some

         21  philosophical disagreements between I think the

         22  Chancellor, his staff and CPAC. But at the same

         23  time, even after that I happen to be at the

         24  Department of Education, when the Chancellor was

         25  meeting with CPAC, I think after that particular
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          2  lobby day and engaged in a very healthy back and

          3  forth about that, and other topics as well.

          4                 So, it's not like the Chancellor is

          5  not participating in the discussion with CPAC, but

          6  obviously CPAC and the Chancellor have issues around

          7  certain topics and I think that's like any

          8  relationship.

          9                 And, so, having said that, I think

         10  with the Chancellor and as Jemina indicated with the

         11  Mayor and myself, we're always open to meeting with

         12  parent bodies, with individual parents, and even

         13  when we don't agree on issues, having the ability to

         14  disagree and disagree respectfully I think is part

         15  of this Administration's belief in making sure that

         16  we engage the Council Member and the parent leaders

         17  out there.

         18                 And one final point is that I think

         19  you have no stronger commitment than having the

         20  Mayor say to the Deputy Mayor to make sure that he

         21  is accessible to parents throughout the City no

         22  matter what the day or the time and also making sure

         23  that I'm here to represent him before this body as

         24  well. And I think we have a very clear commitment to

         25  the parents of New York City.
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          2                 MS. BERNARD: I think it's also worth

          3  mentioning, since you mentioned CPAC, that my job,

          4  quite frankly, wouldn't be fun if, you know, amongst

          5  our 1.1 million families, we agreed every single

          6  time.

          7                 I think as the Deputy Mayor was

          8  saying, part of engaging, supporting, involving

          9  parents and parent leaders is creating those

         10  relationships and those networks to make sure that

         11  we can have healthy and respectful dialogues and

         12  disagreements, and I applaud CPAC's ability to

         13  create their own lobby day. We tried to work with

         14  them and encourage them to come up with us, as you

         15  did, on the United Fund around the capital plan. But

         16  I certainly respect and support their ideas, in

         17  terms of being able to mobilize parents and make

         18  sure that parents have a choice to get their voices

         19  heard.

         20                 And I should also mention that the

         21  Chancellor does meet regularly and any time CPAC

         22  asks members of him or members of his senior

         23  leadership team or any of us to attend their

         24  meetings as they set their own agendas to talk about

         25  anything at all, we are more than happy to go to
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          2  those meetings. And the Chancellor just met earlier

          3  this week with the Executive, some Executive Board

          4  members of CPAC as he does every month. And even in

          5  that meeting, I was at that meeting with him, and

          6  even at that meeting where there were three

          7  Executive Board members, and as the Deputy Mayor

          8  said, CPAC has taken sort of a unified front, albeit

          9  they voted seven versus eight to have a policy

         10  against Charter schools, just in that meeting alone

         11  with two Executive Board members of CPAC at the

         12  table with the Chancellor, two of those parents said

         13  specifically that they actually support charters.

         14                 So, part of the fun about parent

         15  involvement and working with parent leaders, is that

         16  even parent and parent leaders don't always agree on

         17  what the priorities should be or what they should

         18  lobby with us or what their priorities should be,

         19  and it's our job quite frankly, to make sure that

         20  we're having those dialogues, those discussions,

         21  we're making sure that our Chancellor, our Deputy

         22  Mayor and the Senior Leadership Team are available

         23  to answer their questions and help them better

         24  understand policies and decisions that we make.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.
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          2                 We've been joined by, to my extreme

          3  left to right, John Liu of the Borough of Queens.

          4                 I'm going to turn to questions of my

          5  colleagues. We're going to hear from Jim Vacca of

          6  the Bronx and then Peter Vallone of Queens.

          7                 Mr. Vacca.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you, Mr.

          9  Deputy Mayor.

         10                 I preface my remarks by saying that

         11  I'm a parent, and I was on a School Board back in

         12  the eighties, and I want you to know that this

         13  Administration has done more for parental

         14  involvement and parental outreach than I could ever

         15  remember being done. I commend you for your efforts.

         16                 I say that point blank. I know that

         17  when we speak about policy, I do think that some

         18  parents feel that on policy issues they may not be

         19  as involved, but when it comes to information and

         20  access, it's been fantastic.

         21                 I want to recommend one or two

         22  things, and talk about one or two things. Parent

         23  coordinators have cell phone numbers, and it may be

         24  something that you would want to ask a school to do

         25  twice a year, is to let the parents know of the PC
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          2  cell phone numbers, to remind parents. I think that

          3  would be helpful because parents may misplace or

          4  forget and I know that was an initiative that the

          5  Chancellor launched.

          6                 Also, I'm concerned about high

          7  schools with 4,000 children, 4,500 children. They

          8  only have one parent coordinator, and that's an age

          9  where we may want to look at directing services to

         10  the larger populations, and whether that means

         11  hiring more coordinators, redirecting or

         12  coordinating, that may be an idea I'd like to pass

         13  on.

         14                 I also served as head of a school

         15  leadership team, and I think they're great. But I

         16  would want to recommend that we look at the school

         17  leadership teams because basically they're there to

         18  review a CEP plan, is that the term?

         19                 MS. BERNARD: CEP, Comprehensive

         20  Educational Plan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: CEP Plan. But

         22  sometimes what the SLTs do and what the PAs do

         23  overlap, and I think that rather than training the

         24  school leadership teams need maybe something in

         25  writing from you, give them a sample monthly agenda,
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          2  a suggested, suggestions on what they should be

          3  analyzing.

          4                 We mentioned parental involvement. I

          5  think, Mr. Walcot, you touched on it, and I have to

          6  -- Dennis Walcott, I have to say that as a Council

          7  member and as a district manager of the community

          8  board before that, when I called you, you returned

          9  my call. And whether we agree or disagree, that's

         10  another issue - you return my call and that's all I

         11  ask.

         12                 You made some points in your

         13  testimony, I have to tell you that on this issue,

         14  and if you want to come back, I'm a traditionalist

         15  or an old fashioned-type person, parental

         16  involvement begins in the home. I want parents to be

         17  more involved, when they get the notices, read the

         18  notices.

         19                 I ask my daughter two, three times a

         20  week, do you have any notices from school I should

         21  see? I want to know. I think parents have to be

         22  involved. Why is it when I go to PTA meetings, of a

         23  4,000 seat school there's 15 parents? That's what I

         24  see. The onus has to be on parents being held

         25  accountable and being responsible.
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          2                 I would like to suggest one more

          3  thing to you. Chancellor Levy, to the best of my

          4  recollection, had a policy where parents were

          5  required to come to school to pick up their

          6  children's report cards. And if my recollection

          7  serves me correctly, weeks went by and many parents

          8  did not come in to pick up the report cards, and

          9  then the policy was discontinued.

         10                 I think that with the parent

         11  coordinators now in place, and with the support

         12  services that the Chancellor and the Mayor have put

         13  into place, that this type of parent responsibility

         14  should be looked at again. I thought it was good. I

         15  think our children's success is tied directly to

         16  parental involvement, and I want to foster your

         17  assistance in that effort, but I want to foster upon

         18  parents their responsibility to be active, to be

         19  knowledgeable and to be involved.

         20                 So, I welcome your comments in

         21  anything I've stated.

         22                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Well, a couple

         23  of things. One, I think you made some very

         24  constructive suggestions and we will follow-up and

         25  get back to you and the Chairman as well.
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          2                 The second piece around 3-1-1 in the

          3  past, and I must be honest, I haven't looked at it

          4  as well this year, that a number of schools would

          5  have this signage up in the hallway, as far as the

          6  parent coordinator's cell phone number. Then also

          7  people should be able to access their parent

          8  coordinator's number if they don't have it in front

          9  of them or in the hallway through 3-1-1 as well. But

         10  we'll make sure that the parent coordinator cell

         11  phone number is publicly displayed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you.

         13                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: As far as the

         14  issue of the large high schools, we know that with a

         15  3,000 or 4,000-student school, the role of parent

         16  coordinator is a lot different, but at the same

         17  time, we feel it's important that those schools have

         18  the ability to have parent coordinators as well, and

         19  then the principal working with that parent

         20  coordinator decides on the role that they want he or

         21  she to perform.

         22                 Part of our goal, obviously, Council

         23  Member is in the creation of our new small schools,

         24  is to make sure that the small schools develop that

         25  intimate environment, moving it away from the larger
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          2  schools that have been out there for a number of

          3  years.

          4                 So, we're making sure, I think the

          5  threshold level is that 200 students that be in a

          6  school, that should be in a school, and then once

          7  the student population reaches the 200 level, then

          8  parent coordinators are automatically assigned to

          9  those schools, and if they're not at that level, we

         10  work on a shared relationship with other schools

         11  where the parent coordinators are supporting the new

         12  schools that are moving that population up.

         13                 With the issue around the picking up

         14  of the report cards, that was at a time when I had

         15  my children in public school, and I could remember a

         16  number of cases, especially when it's tied in to

         17  open school night or open school day, that a number

         18  of report cards just sat around, sat around, sat

         19  around, and never were picked up. And I think part

         20  of the goal that we've been trying to achieve is to

         21  make sure that we work with other City agencies, as

         22  well. So, we've been collaborating with other City

         23  agencies, including ACS, the Housing Authority, to

         24  make sure we put more pressure on parents through

         25  the existing bodies and whether as the parents or
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          2  the adult in the life of that child, the more

          3  responsible as far as, not report cards, but taking

          4  advantage of the opportunities of talking to the

          5  parent coordinator and reaching out to the principal

          6  as well.

          7                 So, we're trying to blend all that

          8  together but we'd be glad to revisit the policy that

          9  you referred to that was in place back when

         10  Chancellor Levy was there.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Deputy Mayor,

         12  if we have parents, and the only thing we ask of

         13  them is to pick up their child's report card, they

         14  don't do that, then I think we have a lack of

         15  parental involvement.

         16                 Many parents I know of can't wait to

         17  look at their report cards of the child. I can't

         18  wait to see my daughter's, and in all my years I was

         19  looking to see how she did, and when I knew it was

         20  discontinued because parents didn't go, did not

         21  respond to phone calls and letters begging them to

         22  get the report card, at that time letters were sent

         23  reminding them, the report card is here. Phone calls

         24  were made to cell phone numbers and home numbers of

         25  parents, the report card is here.
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          2                 I think it's a minimal request, and I

          3  would like you to reconsider it, I think it's a

          4  plus.

          5                 But again, I end by thanking you for

          6  your hard work and for the accessibility of your

          7  office.

          8                 MS. BERNARD: Thank you. If I could

          9  just say one more thing in response to your comment?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Sure.

         11                 MS. BERNARD: I couldn't agree more in

         12  terms of making sure that part of what we do is

         13  encouraged and help parents understand that they

         14  absolutely have the primary responsibility in all

         15  things related to raising their children, and part

         16  of it is making sure that their kids, that their

         17  children are coming to school every single day, with

         18  ready to learn, ready to respect their teachers and

         19  their classmates, ready to respect their

         20  administrators, and parents understand that part of

         21  their responsibility is being involved with parent

         22  coordinators, with teachers, with principal and

         23  other administrators to understand how their child

         24  is doing throughout the school year.

         25                 But I do think it's a fine balance
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          2  between making sure that we reiterate their

          3  responsibility with that, and also be incredibly

          4  creative and proactive in understanding the current

          5  demands on a lot of our parents, often single

          6  parents, often young parents, often parents working

          7  multiple jobs.

          8                 So, I couldn't agree with you more.

          9  We absolutely have to make sure that parents

         10  understand their responsibility in terms of

         11  supporting and making sure that their kids are doing

         12  well in school. But I think given the challenges and

         13  the realities in terms of our 1.1 million families

         14  out there in the City, the burden is on us as an

         15  administration and our parent coordinators and staff

         16  to reinsure that we're not just waiting to parent

         17  teacher conference night, if a child is struggling,

         18  but rather making sure that we're getting out to the

         19  parents in as many ways forms as possible to let

         20  them know sooner rather than later that their child

         21  might be struggling, and here is how we think you

         22  can help make sure that by the end of the school

         23  year a child is ready to be promoted to the next

         24  grade.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you. We're

          4  going to move on and I'm going to ask my colleagues,

          5  I'm going to ask you to stay to one subject area and

          6  to be as brief as possible, and the responses as

          7  brief as possible in order to respond so that we

          8  have the opportunity for all of the colleagues to

          9  ask appropriate questions.

         10                 Next we have Melinda Katz from

         11  Queens.

         12                 Council Member Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chair. And thank you, Council Member Vallone, for

         15  letting me jump the line. I appreciate it.

         16                 Mr. Deputy Mayor, thank you for being

         17  here. I do find that you return calls, and I

         18  appreciate that, for the record.  But as far as

         19  parental involvement goes, in my district, first of

         20  all, I think that most parents find the process very

         21  confusing. I think that there is parent leadership

         22  teams, there's CEC, there's District Council

         23  leadership teams, there's all these different steps

         24  I believe in bureaucracy, which becomes an internal

         25  bureaucracy in the school and an internal
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          2  bureaucracy in the region and an internal

          3  bureaucracy when it comes to DOE. And I do wish

          4  there was some way that it would be clearer to

          5  constituents and parents as to exactly what level

          6  they should get involved.

          7                 In my district, the biggest problem,

          8  barring none, is the C 30 process. It is a huge

          9  issue. Every single time a principal needs to be

         10  picked, I am flooded with phone calls from parents

         11  who feel helpless, parents on the leadership team,

         12  in the C 30 Committee that feel helpless, and

         13  especially the last time I ran into two huge

         14  problems. One is the supposed confidentiality of the

         15  procedures and the recommendation to the Chancellor,

         16  which, for the record, I find unnecessary and simply

         17  wrong. But the second is also the lack of appeals

         18  process. And I don't really know where to go from

         19  here, and I think more importantly my parents don't

         20  know where to go.

         21                 We just had a situation in one of our

         22  schools where the parents would like to appeal, they

         23  can't. And we have another one coming up, and I

         24  would like to somehow come to some sort of an

         25  agreement on a better process before I have to face
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          2  the issue once again.

          3                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Let me take the

          4  easier part of your question and I'll defer to

          5  Jemina for the more difficult part of your question.

          6                 The easier part, I mean, with the

          7  number of bodies that you're referring to as you

          8  know, a number of those bodies are state mandated,

          9  they're built into the State Legislative Laws, and

         10  so as a result of that we have a requirement to make

         11  sure that we fulfill that, otherwise there will be a

         12  headline in the paper that we're not fulfilling,

         13  though.

         14                 It's part of our goal, though, to

         15  make sure that those various bodies are working as

         16  closely together as possible, and they're making

         17  sure, again, that parents know what's available to

         18  them, so that way they have the various points of

         19  access, whether to their schools, to their districts

         20  or Citywide.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: That's the part

         22  I'd like to see encouraged, is the information.

         23                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Is very

         24  important. Right. And I think that's important for

         25  us to make sure, and that's what Jemina was
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          2  referring to in her testimony, of giving both the

          3  training and information through literature to

          4  parents as much as possible to make them aware of

          5  the various bodies that are available to them.

          6                 Now, as far as the C 30, I will defer

          7  to Jemina.

          8                 MS. BERNARD: I think what would be

          9  helpful is knowing specific situations, and I'd be

         10  more than happy to work with you.  And the specific

         11  schools in mind, in terms of trying to address the

         12  specific issues, I'm not aware.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: You understand

         14  that unlike the issue where the Chancellor should or

         15  should not have been here, and I'm not voicing

         16  anything on that, but this is a policy issue that

         17  needs to be addressed, I believe, by the Mayor on

         18  whether or not that confidentiality is true, and

         19  needs to be done. Because that's certainly what it

         20  is. Because any time you mention anyone at DOE, the

         21  principal or the assistant principals, well, you

         22  know, I know who the recommendations were, the first

         23  question I get is who told you? You're not supposed

         24  to know that. And, you know, it's very hard to work

         25  with in those parameters, because in the one hand,
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          2  you don't want to get anybody in trouble, you know,

          3  trouble like I'm in elementary school. And on the

          4  other side, you know you also need the answers

          5  because you're representing your constituents who

          6  you know made a recommendation. So I'm stuck.  I

          7  don't know where to go then, because either I'm

          8  going to get on the bad side of my principal because

          9  they're now going to get in trouble with the

         10  Department of Education because I found out who the

         11  recommendation was, and then on the other side, I'm

         12  hurting the recommendation that the C 30 Committee

         13  made.

         14                 MS. BERNARD: And I think it's a fine

         15  balance in terms of the confidentiality that

         16  absolutely is required in terms of personnel

         17  matters, and, obviously, the issues around

         18  identifying placing a principal that will come out

         19  in different levels of interviewing, there's just,

         20  you know, obviously confidentiality components that

         21  I think need to be involved in that.

         22                 With that said, the Human Resources

         23  Department of the Department of Education has the

         24  primary responsibility for the C 30 process. Part of

         25  what my office tries to do is to ensure that school

                                                            50

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  leadership teams and the Committee involved, the

          3  different levels of parent involvement that has to

          4  happen, the C 30 process is happening according to

          5  the policies that are set around from the Department

          6  of Human Resources, so we'll be happy to revisit

          7  those regulations and sit down with my colleagues at

          8  the Department of Human Resources and address and

          9  look at your concerns a little bit more deeply.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: All right.

         11                 Mr. Chair, I'm done, but I want to

         12  make a formal request, that even if the Department

         13  of Education feels, and we may or may not agree, and

         14  that's fine, that the proceedings might be

         15  confidential because of those issues, I believe that

         16  the recommendation that ultimately goes to the

         17  Chancellor, should not be something that is

         18  confidential.

         19                 So, perhaps we can reach a compromise

         20  on that. Because the ultimate recommendation, we're

         21  not asking for any personal information, it's not

         22  the hearing, it's not -- you know, but ultimately we

         23  should be able to reach a compromise on that, and

         24  I'd love to hear any ideas on the appeals process.

         25                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: I would look
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          2  forward to talking to you, obviously, the Chair,

          3  further about it. And not knowing the details of the

          4  situation, my only reaction is that even though a

          5  recommendation may go to the Chancellor, that

          6  recommendation may not be fulfilled for a variety of

          7  different reasons, so for confidential issues, it's

          8  still important to maintain a confidentiality

          9  because the process -- I mean, we can go back and

         10  forth, again, not knowing the details, I think it's

         11  important to really sit down because confidentiality

         12  is a big thing, and protecting an individual that's

         13  being recommended, if I understand you correctly,

         14  for a position that has not been finalized yet,

         15  still leaves the door open for issues that involve

         16  personnel and sensitive issues to possibly come up,

         17  and I think we need to hear more about it and then

         18  then talk with the Department -- the Division of

         19  Human Resources at the Department of Education. But

         20  I'm willing to do that. You know that.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Well, you

         22  understand it's not confidential. The only thing it

         23  does is stop us from talking about it. The

         24  representatives from the school know it, UFT know

         25  it, the principal knows it and the parents know it.
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          2                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: But still we

          3  have guidelines to fulfill and to follow, as far as

          4  we being professionals, and protecting the issue of

          5  personnel decisions involving specific people.

          6  Whether other people are talking about, you can

          7  control that, but as professionals who work for the

          8  City, being the Department of Education, or for this

          9  case, me, City Hall, we still have a policy to

         10  follow and I think it's extremely important and we

         11  have to set the standard.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Right.

         13                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Whether others

         14  are gossiping and doing their own thing, that's

         15  separate and apart of the role that we play as

         16  professionals.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I look forward

         18  to talking about the standards, thank you.

         19                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Okay, thank

         20  you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Yes, I'm just

         22  going to jump in, Mr. Chair? Before someone else

         23  cuts in front of me. No --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you. Next

         25  we have Peter Vallone from Queens.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

          3                 First of all, Ms. Bernard, you said

          4  that -- I have a 12-year-old in school, and you said

          5  that on page two, that parents have a strong need to

          6  learn skills to deal with teenagers and you provide

          7  training. Can I sign up for that very quickly?

          8                 MS. BERNARD: Absolutely.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Okay. I think

         10  I need it. Thanks. Okay, thank you. I don't need it

         11  that badly.

         12                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: It's pro bono,

         13  as well, so there's no charge.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: As Public

         15  Safety Chair, my main concern after education is the

         16  safety of our kids when they're in schools, and as

         17  you know, that's why we put cameras in schools.

         18                 We've had a few hearings dealing with

         19  sex offenders, and prior to -- well, up til just

         20  recently, the policy has been very different

         21  regarding notification of parents. Some schools did,

         22  some schools didn't, each individual principal was

         23  left on their own to determine how to and whether to

         24  notify parents.

         25                 I have to say, though, that I've been
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          2  in discussions with the Police Commissioner and the

          3  Chancellor about this, and they have done the right

          4  thing. Just recently, I'm not even sure if anyone

          5  knows about this, and it's not surprising they did

          6  the right thing, they have now changed the policy, I

          7  was just recently informed, that every principal now

          8  will be mandated to notify the parents if a sex

          9  offender has moved into the community, which is

         10  commendable that they've done that and which I think

         11  is absolutely essential.

         12                 Are you aware of how this

         13  notification will be done? And will the parent

         14  coordinators be involved in this in any way?

         15                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: I'm not up to

         16  date on that, so I would have to get back to you.

         17  I'm not sure if Jemina is aware, but we'll be glad

         18  to get back to you on that particular issue.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Okay, that is

         20  not your fault, because that is something I just did

         21  find out, that the policy was changed just in the

         22  last few days, and I will be requesting updates from

         23  you.

         24                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Sure.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I have lots
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          2  of other questions, but I know the Chair wants the

          3  Council members to go quickly because we do want to

          4  hear from the parents, most importantly. So, let me

          5  just conclude by saying this, Deputy Mayor Walcott

          6  and Ms. Bernard, as I said, I'm the father of two

          7  young girls in public school, and I have to say that

          8  the schools they have attended have been remarkable.

          9  The teachers, most of them, not all but most of them

         10  have been amazing, especially this year's Mr. Bruno,

         11  who is fast supplanting me in my youngest daughter's

         12  eyes, I think, and obviously there will always be

         13  improvements that need to be done when it comes to

         14  communication with parents, and that's why we're

         15  here today, and I know that you two will be

         16  listening and will be taking what we have to say

         17  into account and what the parents have to say into

         18  account, but I want to commend you for the efforts

         19  and the stride you've already made. It's been a

         20  pleasure to work with you, and I know that the

         21  school system has instilled my daughters with the

         22  tools they'll need to be successful, so thank you

         23  both for that.

         24                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 MS. BERNARD: Thank you.

          3                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: We'll get back

          4  to you with that.

          5                 MS. BERNARD: Absolutely.

          6                 I should also mention that over at

          7  the desk over there to the Chair's left, as well, we

          8  have intake forms in case there are any parents who

          9  come throughout the day with specific concerns,

         10  questions or issues that they need my staff or the

         11  regional office parent staff to follow-up. So, I

         12  would encourage any parents with specific questions,

         13  concerns, issues related to their child or their

         14  school, to pick up one of those intake forms and

         15  bring them over to us at 49 Chambers Street. Thank

         16  you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, you have

         18  the intake forms over at the table also with the

         19  Sergeant-At-Arms?

         20                 MS. BERNARD: Yes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Regina, could we

         22  put those on the Sergeant-of-Arms's table so that

         23  they're right next to the other forms? Thank you.

         24                 Let me just say that we have been

         25  joined by our New York City Public Advocate Betsy
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          2  Gotbaum to my left near the camera. She will be

          3  testifying later; my colleagues Jessica Lappin, from

          4  Manhattan, sitting directly in front of me; Helen

          5  Diane Foster to my left, from the Bronx; and Miguel

          6  Martinez is sitting next to Jessica. He stepped away

          7  for a minute. He is from Manhattan.

          8                 I'd like to next move on to Dan

          9  Garodnick of Manhattan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you

         11  very much, Mr. Chairman, and Deputy Mayor, Ms.

         12  Bernard, nice to see you both.

         13                 I won't take much time because I do

         14  want to hear from the parents. I was interested to

         15  know from your perspective how you measure the

         16  success of a parent coordinator, because I

         17  appreciate there is a commitment to have them in all

         18  the schools. First of all, they are in every school?

         19                 MS. BERNARD: Any school with at least

         20  200 students has a parent coordinator.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Okay. So,

         22  all 200 plus, they're all in.

         23                 So, how does the Department go about

         24  measuring how a parent coordinator is doing in these

         25  very important functions that we're talking about?
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          2                 MS. BERNARD: It's a great question.

          3  And as you know, our Parent Coordinator Initiative

          4  is obviously only two and a half years old, almost

          5  three years old, and so last year we started the

          6  process to actually collect data and information

          7  associated with what they're doing at the school

          8  level to support and engage parents at the school

          9  level, which is obviously where they work, which is

         10  how we were able to say last year alone they made

         11  over 2 million contacts with parent coordinators --

         12  with parents, rather, and that was either through

         13  phone calls, through face-to-face conversations when

         14  parents walked in. That was through the over, you

         15  know, 23,000 workshops that they hosted across the

         16  City where 450,000 parents attended throughout the

         17  City. And this year, based on the information we

         18  collect monthly and report in our Mayor's Management

         19  Report twice a year we're well ahead in terms of

         20  being able to surpass those targets by the end of

         21  this year.

         22                 The other key way that we're

         23  measuring how our parent coordinators are doing at

         24  the school level, is this year we are implementing

         25  again a Citywide process working with the principals
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          2  to evaluate the parent coordinators. So, right now

          3  as we speak, this is the last week for principals

          4  throughout the City to get us information at my

          5  central office on how they're rating their parent

          6  coordinators, and when we did this process a couple

          7  of years back, the first year of the initiative,

          8  over 96 percent of our principals reported that

          9  their parent coordinators were meeting or exceeding

         10  expectations.

         11                 I should also mention that this

         12  process, which, you know, wrap up at the end of the

         13  school year, because after we collect the

         14  information, we'll obviously have to analyze it and

         15  put it together in a format that we can share with

         16  everyone, includes random sampling of parents at

         17  schools, so from my office we sent parent input

         18  forms associated with this process to a random

         19  sampling of parents. We had translation services

         20  available to support parents who wanted to fill out

         21  the forms, if they received a form at home and

         22  didn't receive the language, the first thing that it

         23  said was call this number so that you can fill this

         24  form out in a different language, and the form was

         25  also given to the parent association and school
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          2  leadership team officers, the parents, obviously, on

          3  the school leadership team, to provide input to the

          4  principals as well.

          5                 So, the principals are expected to

          6  consider the feedback and input from their parent

          7  association, school leadership team officers, as

          8  well as a random sampling of parents at their school

          9  to get at this rating for parent coordinators.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: I

         11  appreciate that the first measure is the number of

         12  contacts related -- the one which is even more

         13  interesting is the one which you were hitting on

         14  second I think, which is the quality of those

         15  contacts and allowing parents the opportunity to

         16  weigh-in on how receptive the parent coordinator is

         17  and the principal's opinion on that subject as well

         18  I think is critically important.

         19                 In terms of resources for parents,

         20  you know that we in the Council are also committed

         21  to trying to find ways to improve the 3-1-1 system,

         22  to get specialists on the phone so that parents

         23  actually have opportunities to ask specific

         24  questions about specific schools and get good

         25  answers through that system.
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          2                 I did want to just touch on this

          3  because I did feel like it's probably the big issue

          4  of the day on keeping parents involved. I feel like

          5  it's the elephant in the room today, and probably we

          6  could have had a whole separate hearing on the

          7  subject. But the cell phone ban, this is an issue

          8  which we hear from parents all the time, especially

          9  recently, safety concerns, being able to communicate

         10  with their kids to and from school, being able to

         11  make arrangements for child care after school when

         12  you have parents who work. It seems to me that there

         13  is a policy which could accommodate the Mayor's

         14  concerns about distractions, along with the parents'

         15  needs to keep in touch with their kids, both before

         16  and after the school day. So, I wanted to ask you,

         17  Deputy Mayor, why is this Administration so

         18  committed t an absolute ban on cell phones in

         19  schools, even if they are powered off, even if they

         20  are not used, not even visible during the school

         21  day?

         22                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: A couple of

         23  things. One, the policy was put in place, I guess

         24  around 1988 and initiated basically around beepers

         25  and expanded to other electronic equipment, and
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          2  we're very clear about the policy, the Mayor has

          3  been very clear, and I'm quite frankly very clear

          4  about the policy, and maintaining the policy, as

          5  articulated by the Mayor.

          6                 And I think for me it was also

          7  reinforced yesterday when I was involved in an issue

          8  where I was walking down a street and there were

          9  some folks in the middle of a fight and I was trying

         10  to break up this fight, and as a result of breaking

         11  up the fight, some of the people who were engaged in

         12  the fight immediately got on their cell phone to

         13  call others to come to this particular location

         14  because they felt it was important that other people

         15  be there.

         16                 My point being that I think cell

         17  phones are definitely a clear distraction, both in

         18  the school building, and also on the perimeter of

         19  the school building. It deals with the issue of text

         20  messaging, as told by the Mayor, and also others as

         21  well. Potentially answers. I mean, it's just a

         22  major, major distraction. And also, unfortunately,

         23  Council Member Vallone is not here as well, it's a

         24  major issue as far as cell phones and ipods being

         25  stolen by others who want to prey on students.
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          2                 So, we're very clear about the

          3  policy. We are very consistent about our belief

          4  around the policy. We understand the concerns that

          5  have been raised by both Council members, parents

          6  and other folks out there, but I am fully 100

          7  percent behind what we've articulated, and we'll be

          8  articulating that wherever I need to go.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Okay,

         10  Deputy Mayor, and I will just make this final

         11  comment, because I want to allow this Committee to

         12  move on, but I understand that you all have been

         13  very, very clear about the policy and I understand

         14  that anecdotally you can always point to a situation

         15  where somebody makes a phone call outside of a

         16  school building to try to bring somebody into a

         17  fight, but there are hundreds and hundreds of

         18  thousands of examples of parents who actually, we

         19  could share anecdotes about them who need to

         20  actually communicate with their kids, it is the

         21  lifeline, it is what allows them to feel comfortable

         22  in New York City, to allow their kids out of their

         23  site and to be able to monitor their behavior both

         24  to and from school.

         25                 So, the policy to me doesn't make any
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          2  sense, particularly when you think about having a

          3  situation where if a cell phone is pulled out in the

          4  middle of a classroom, that's when it should be

          5  confiscated, or if it's heard, anywhere in the

          6  building, that's when it should be confiscated.

          7                 You know, we could share anecdotes on

          8  what happens outside the building, both on the

          9  parents' side --

         10                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Also inside the

         11  building. I mean, in all fairness, and obviously

         12  this is an issue we're going to agree to disagree.

         13                 Inside the school building as well,

         14  the burden should not be placed on the teachers to

         15  be the ones who remove the cell phones from the

         16  students. Teachers are there to teach, we're very

         17  clear about that, principals are there to lead

         18  schools and not to collect cell phones. School is

         19  for learning. School is for education itself, and

         20  that's where this belief that you're talking about

         21  comes from.

         22                 We're very clear about trying to

         23  remove the burden for teachers to be disciplinarians

         24  in the classroom and that's why we work closely with

         25  members of the Council and others, as far as putting
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          2  a school safety plan in place that has reduced crime

          3  in school by record numbers.

          4                 We want to make sure that the

          5  environment inside of the school is about one thing

          6  and that's about education itself.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you,

          8  Deputy Mayor. I think we will agree to disagree on

          9  that.

         10                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: We do.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: And we're

         12  going to continue to urge you to reconsider that

         13  policy. In fact, I hope we will have occasion to

         14  have a hearing on this subject specifically, and

         15  allow the teachers to come in and talk about their

         16  perspective on the subject as well. But for now I

         17  thank you again for being here.

         18                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Thank you. I

         19  thank you also.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         22                 We have been joined by colleagues

         23  Domenic Recchia to the left from the great Borough

         24  of Brooklyn, and Letitia James behind me from

         25  Brooklyn.
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          2                 Also, we have been joined by the

          3  Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer in the

          4  back there.

          5                 Welcome everyone.

          6                 You need to know that we have

          7  scheduled a hearing yesterday on the issue of cell

          8  phones, it was June 14th. We hope that the matter

          9  will be resolved by then, but if not, we have a

         10  hearing scheduled on that particular issue, but we

         11  hope that it will be resolved by then.

         12                 I would like to move on to my

         13  colleagues, Simcha Felder, Yvette Clarke, Martinez

         14  and del Carmen Arroyo, and we're going to ask you to

         15  be as brief as possible because we're getting backed

         16  up. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         18  Chairman.

         19                 First, I just wanted to mention that

         20  my mother would have been very happy not getting a

         21  report card. So, I don't know what can be done about

         22  that now, but just for the record.

         23                 Second, I wanted to compliment the

         24  Chair, very unique person that allows all the

         25  members on the Committee to ask all the questions,
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          2  and then when nothing is left, then Councilman

          3  Jackson, Chair Jackson says something. That's very,

          4  very unique, especially given the fact that in the

          5  past there have been other chairs of this Committee

          6  that over many years have done things different. So,

          7  I appreciate that very much.

          8                 The other thing for the record, I

          9  just want to say, Chair, is I don't think Council

         10  Member Vallone has a right to give up his space. You

         11  know, it's like line at a supermarket, he's on the

         12  front of the line, he can't let Katz go ahead of

         13  everybody else who is standing behind him. So, if

         14  the Chair allows that, that's fine, but Peter

         15  Vallone can't allow somebody to skip the line.

         16                 Having said all of that, you know,

         17  I'm trying to think if I have a question. It's not a

         18  question, it's a statement, so this way it will be

         19  very brief. And please do not try to answer it.

         20                 I just would ask you again to look

         21  into the situation with the structure of parents

         22  coordinators for non-public schools. Because at this

         23  time, non-public schools throughout the City that

         24  are obligated to provide a secular education, do get

         25  textbooks through the City, do get computers now,
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          2  the City prides transportation, special education

          3  and other services that are critical to everyone in

          4  the City, nurses and other things; there is, to my

          5  knowledge, there still is no structure for parent

          6  participation to a very, very large population

          7  throughout this City. And I don't want that -- I'm

          8  not talking about that impeding or taking over in

          9  any way the significance of what the role of the

         10  Department of Education is to really provide

         11  education, you know, through the Department of

         12  Education, through the public school system, but at

         13  the same time, you just can't ignore the fact that

         14  there are thousands and thousands of children in

         15  non-public schools that don't really have at this

         16  time since the reorganization some sort of parent

         17  coordinator structure and a method of real

         18  participation throughout the system, and I would

         19  appreciate it if you could look into that.

         20                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: If I may, I

         21  must be bad for one second, because you said you

         22  didn't want an answer, but I think it's important to

         23  give an answer.

         24                 The Mayor has basically expanded my

         25  responsibility to include non-public schools, and
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          2  what we've done is to structure quarterly meetings

          3  with representatives from the non-public schools.

          4  So, I guess as recently as three weeks, we met with

          5  the representatives from the Archdiocese, the

          6  Diocese, Yeshivas, Lutherans and others, to talk

          7  about non-public school issues and the role that the

          8  City can play in working with them. And as you

          9  indicated, we've basically focused on special

         10  education, transportation issues and also some other

         11  important areas that the non-publics feel we need to

         12  work close together on. And as a result of that, we

         13  formed a working task force to really focus on those

         14  issues, and in addition to our quarterly meetings to

         15  the Department of Education Non-Public School

         16  Division, they work basically monthly with those

         17  schools as well in identifying key areas.

         18                 So, while I'm not sure exactly how we

         19  can play a role around parent coordinators, there's

         20  a mechanism in place for us to dialogue and more

         21  than dialogue to make sure that there's a very clear

         22  defined relationships between City Hall, Department

         23  of Education and the non-publics, and I think the

         24  last number I heard, we basically allocate roughly

         25  $42 million through our Non-Public School Division,
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          2  which is most of it being federal money that we're

          3  responsible for monitoring the quality

          4  implementation of whether it's special education

          5  services or transportation services.

          6                 I'll be glad to raise the issue of

          7  parent coordinators, but it's important to also talk

          8  about, our goal is how we expand the role of parent

          9  coordinators in our existing public schools, and as,

         10  again, once the threshold of 200 students has been

         11  achieved, making sure that we have an effective

         12  parent coordinator in those schools as well.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I appreciate

         14  everything you said. I just want you to think about

         15  Mrs. Felder with a son who needs special education

         16  services and has a problem, how and who does she

         17  speak to. That's all. Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         19                 Council Member Yvette Clarke of

         20  Brooklyn.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         22  much, Mr. Chair. And a pleasant good morning to you,

         23  Deputy Mayor and Director Bernard.

         24                 I wanted to get to the issue of

         25  quality control and capacity building and I'm going
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          2  to put it in context for you.

          3                 You know, the presentations that I've

          4  read from both of you today really present a bright

          5  picture of what has been happening, but my

          6  experience on the ground is a real derivative of

          7  that, a deviation of that, and I wanted to ask, you

          8  know, what tools do we have to assess the level of

          9  productivity in goals and standards set for parent

         10  coordinators and community councils, and how do you

         11  determine whether we're being truly effective in our

         12  strategies for parental involvement on a

         13  school-by-school, district-by-district,

         14  region-by-region basis, what is the prescription and

         15  what are the indicators of success?

         16                 Is there an instrument that you have

         17  in place that we can receive, that the public can

         18  receive, that says, you know, we've set the bar

         19  here, and you fall here, and here is what you need

         20  to build your capacity to get to here. Because that

         21  is not clear.

         22                 And when that's not clear, all the

         23  rosy pictures that you presented today, I can see

         24  that reflected in other parts of the City, in other

         25  school districts, or particularly in another school
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          2  house, but I don't see it reflected in my district.

          3                 So, you know, to a large extent, I

          4  appreciate the glorious proclamations, but I think

          5  one of the challenges that we're facing are, is how

          6  do we get to those areas that need additional

          7  supports, that need perhaps a more aggressive

          8  hands-on addressing of the issues, and maybe it's a

          9  matter of redoing personnel. How do you get to that?

         10                 And then, finally, you presented in

         11  your testimony, Director Bernard, the family

         12  involvement grant program, and I wanted to know, is

         13  it an application process that, you know, just based

         14  on an application you get it? And what is the

         15  maximum amount, or what is the range amount that

         16  people typically request for that program? And how

         17  are you tracking the success of the use of those

         18  funds?

         19                 MS. BERNARD: Sure. There were a lot

         20  of questions there, so remind me if I miss any

         21  points. But to the point around quality control and

         22  what tools we use, I think the first key tool, quite

         23  frankly, is the comprehensive educational plan that

         24  each school has to put together and the Office of

         25  School Improvement and Restructuring manages that
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          2  process. And as you probably know, and the other

          3  Committee members know, parent community engagement

          4  is a key thread in the CEP, in the Comprehensive

          5  Educational Plan, the document that, quite frankly,

          6  is the guiding tool and principles and all of those

          7  things associated with how a principal and his or

          8  her school leadership team, and the school expects

          9  to achieve its goals to ultimately drive at student

         10  achievement. And our office works very closely with

         11  the Office of School Improvement and Restructuring

         12  to work with the regions who work with the schools

         13  to review all of those community education plans

         14  throughout the City, to ensure that that parent and

         15  community engagement thread is all throughout that

         16  document.

         17                 So, that's the first sort of tool

         18  that we use to make sure at least from an action

         19  plan and goal-setting perspective it's in there.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: But that

         21  doesn't answer my question.

         22                 MS. BERNARD: I'm going to finish.

         23                 So, that's just the first part of it.

         24  So, the first part is making sure --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: That's the
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          2  instrument.

          3                 MS. BERNARD: Right. So, the first

          4  part of it is --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Right. And who

          6  verifies and what is the comparative analysis for

          7  that plan? Is there a uniformed standard? That's

          8  what I'm asking.

          9                 Is there a uniformed standard? Is

         10  there a prototype for that plan that has

         11  demonstrated success that every other region,

         12  school, blah-blah-blah is held accountable for

         13  attainment?

         14                 MS. BERNARD: There is. And I'm happy

         15  to put together a big package for you so that I can

         16  share the exact tools and what is asked in those

         17  documents. But it's a rigorous process we work on

         18  with all of our schools, its members of all types of

         19  offices within the Department of Education, because

         20  obviously there are a lot of components in that.

         21                 So, that's the first piece, to make

         22  sure that it's actually in there from an action

         23  planning and goal perspective.

         24                 The second piece is, as I was

         25  explaining to Councilman Garodnick, the evaluation
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          2  process that we have going right now for parent

          3  coordinators. So, we actually lay out, it's a thick

          4  document that we give to our principals to get at

          5  measuring each of those goals I explained in the

          6  beginning of my testimony, that parent coordinators

          7  are responsible for achieving. So, I'm happy to

          8  share that document as well so that you can

          9  understand so that I can make more clear what the

         10  expectations are of parent coordinators and how

         11  we're asking principals to assess and measure those

         12  items.

         13                 The other piece is, and I'm happy to

         14  provide --

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Excuse me. One

         16  second, please.

         17                 MS. BERNARD: Sure.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Ladies and

         19  gents, there's seats in here, so either you fill in

         20  here in the seats that are vacant, please. Of if

         21  not, Sergeant-of-Arms, ask them to go upstairs. We

         22  would like everyone to be on the floor, if possible,

         23  but we're going to ask the people in the back to

         24  take a seat, if you don't mind, because we're

         25  getting a buzz in the room and there is a lot of
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          2  empty seats. Just fill them in, if you don't mind.

          3                 I'm sorry, Ms. Bernard.

          4                 MS. BERNARD: That's okay.

          5                 The other tool that is used, and I'm

          6  happy to provide that as well, are in our principal

          7  performance reviews, what the superintendents use to

          8  rate principals, there is a parent engagement piece

          9  of that, so when principals are rated, actually part

         10  of that process is how are they implementing parent

         11  engagement at their schools.

         12                 So, those are the tools part of it.

         13  In terms of the technical assistance, in terms of

         14  the support, in terms of when we collect that

         15  information, part of what we're doing this year for

         16  the parent coordinator evaluation, at least what my

         17  office is doing, is asking principals directly what

         18  are the professional development needs that they see

         19  in their parent coordinators and what can we be

         20  doing to assist parent coordinators do what they're

         21  already doing better, or where there are gaps and

         22  where can we fill in.

         23                 So, that's part of what we're doing

         24  to try to understand what is needed.

         25                 Obviously, we also conduct a lot of
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          2  school visits. We field a lot of phone calls

          3  directly from parent coordinators, from parent

          4  associations, from parents, with ideas for how to

          5  improve what they're doing, and everyone asks the

          6  same question all the time, with regards to how do

          7  we get more parents to actually come to our events

          8  and come to our meetings, given that fine balance

          9  that I was explaining earlier of obviously our

         10  parents have a lot of demands on them.

         11                 So, we do a lot of in the field

         12  support assistance to try to understand, well, what

         13  are you doing right now, what's working, what's not

         14  working, are you working with your parent

         15  association, are you working with community-based

         16  organizations, and how can we help get you to that

         17  next level.

         18                 The Family Involvement Grant Program

         19  that you asked about, this is the first year we

         20  implemented it, and it was an application process.

         21  We communicated it to the parent coordinators and to

         22  the principals --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Sorry, I

         24  missed that. You said there was no application?

         25                 MS. BERNARD: No, there was. It was by
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          2  application. We communicated it to parent

          3  coordinators, to principals and to parent

          4  association leaders to explain the process. They

          5  could apply for up to $250 for any one or all of the

          6  three program areas and that was initiatives to

          7  support and engage single parents, grandparents and

          8  more adult male caregivers. And many of them did, in

          9  fact, apply for the full $250 across all three

         10  program areas.

         11                 We had an internal committee review

         12  all of the proposals that came in and I'm happy to

         13  share the application process and evaluation process

         14  as well, and give you some examples of what was

         15  approved.

         16                 Pretty much everything was approved.

         17  We had to make some tweaks to some to ensure --

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Ms. Bernard, I

         19  don't mean to cut you off, but you don't necessarily

         20  have to go into all of the details. We're trying to

         21  get a responsive answer, but not all of particular

         22  details, because I do have other Council members

         23  that need to ask questions.

         24                 MS. BERNARD: Sure.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And we have
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          2  other witnesses, so I'm asking for a succinct as

          3  possible and not just give all of the details.

          4                 MS. BERNARD: Okay. I was trying to

          5  make sure that Councilwoman Clarke's questions were

          6  answered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I'm clear on

          8  that.

          9                 Mr. Chair, I just want to close by

         10  saying that you have expressed the planning. What

         11  I'm not getting a clear indication from you is what

         12  happens when people fail to meet those plans, and

         13  how quickly the system can respond to ineptitude, to

         14  not following through on those plans? Because we're

         15  dealing with real time education, and real time

         16  parent participation, and by the time we get through

         17  all of the assessing and matching what's happening

         18  with all of the various levels, and the only group

         19  that I haven't heard of in the levels of scrutiny

         20  that you've talked about was the parents. Was the

         21  parents, which -- (applause.)

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Ladies and

         23  gentlemen, please hold your applause and boos,

         24  because that wastes a lot of time.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Right. Which
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          2  says to me that, as stakeholders, there isn't a

          3  clear conduit that enables them beyond the

          4  principal's assessment, beyond the CEC plan, to say,

          5  you know what? They reported this, but this is our

          6  real time experience. And I think that, you know,

          7  how do you weigh that in the context of a

          8  bureaucratic plan --

          9                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Can I give a

         10  quick response? I know the time issue --

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Sure.

         13                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: As Jemina

         14  indicated in the beginning, part of the process

         15  involves both the SLT, which consists of parents, as

         16  well as the CEP process, which also consists of

         17  parents through the SLT who are participating in

         18  that. And that's the annual goal-setting that's

         19  involved for that particular, that individual school

         20  plan. The Comprehensive Education Plan is the CEP,

         21  and the SLT is the School Leadership Teams that are

         22  in place as well, and parents are involved in that

         23  process.

         24                 So, there's an ongoing interaction

         25  with parents through those mechanisms, as well as
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          2  through the respective PA bodies.

          3                 Now, obviously, school-by-school,

          4  with over 1,400 schools it will vary. But I think

          5  both from a form point of view, as Jemina indicated,

          6  as well as from a goal-setting point of view from

          7  both the SLTs and the CEP process, parents are

          8  involved. Can we make sure that we get you

          9  additional information so that way you and other

         10  Council members are aware of the different levers of

         11  engagement and also possible ways of refining that

         12  engagement, I think that we can always do. We look

         13  forward to that.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I'm sorry, Mr.

         16  Chair. Just finally --

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Very short,

         18  Council member. I'm sorry.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Yes.

         20                 A comparative analysis that drives

         21  home the issue of quality control, that I didn't get

         22  from anything you said, because if there's a school

         23  down the block that is doing better than another

         24  school, what is it that you've looked at in those

         25  plans that have determined that and have shown
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          2  success, that is not being transferred to another

          3  school in the same region that is having a poor

          4  indicator, and how do we address that immediately

          5  and effectively?

          6                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: I know you're

          7  short on time, but in fairness to the accountability

          8  question and the standard question that you raise, I

          9  think part of what we're doing now as a system is

         10  really looking at data, both the pedagogical data,

         11  as well as other inputs in, say, school X and school

         12  Y are located four blocks from each other, basically

         13  have the same graphic, how come one is doing well

         14  and one is not doing well? And that's part of our

         15  accountability measures that we're putting in place

         16  and our new metrics analysis that we're doing, both

         17  in taking a look at goal-setting, but also what you

         18  need to reach those particular goals as well.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         20                 And one of the things that we're

         21  going to be requesting, the actual entire policy of

         22  evaluation of parent coordinators --

         23                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Sure. Look

         24  forward to it.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: -- The form and
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          2  what have you and so forth so we can look at that.

          3                 Council Member Miguel Martinez of

          4  Manhattan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Chair.

          7                 Thank you, Deputy Mayor Walcott, and

          8  Director Bernard.

          9                 You know, in the same line of

         10  questioning of Council Member Clarke, you know,

         11  issue of quality control, it's very important,

         12  especially in putting a plan together for our

         13  schools, and the same in terms of how the School

         14  Leadership Teams work, some schools they work, some

         15  schools they don't. You know, I have many parents

         16  have expressed a situation that they participate in

         17  that leadership team, and however the

         18  decision-making process, when the final decision is

         19  made, they felt that they had been left out of that

         20  process, and decisions are taking place at

         21  closed-door meetings, and not when the parents are

         22  actively participating. And that's just a real

         23  situation that's happening.

         24                 The same is true in terms of

         25  communities such as the ones I represent where
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          2  sometimes parents are selected to participate, and

          3  not necessarily those parents representing having an

          4  understanding, let's say, of the process that's

          5  taking place in those meetings.

          6                 Having said that, you know, the

          7  question of the parent coordinator, who hires the

          8  parent coordinators?

          9                 MS. BERNARD: The principals hire them

         10  with the Parent Interviewing Committee. So there's a

         11  Parent Interviewing Committee that consists of the

         12  parent association president and other members of

         13  the parent association that participates in the

         14  interview process.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Who

         16  terminates them?

         17                 MS. BERNARD: They are members of DC

         18  37. And so after their probationary period, if there

         19  is a decision that a principal wants a parent

         20  coordinator terminated, then he or she has to follow

         21  the progressive discipline rules to ultimately

         22  terminate them. But the principal parent

         23  coordinators, as Department of Education employees

         24  and school-based employees, report and are

         25  supervised, evaluated and rated by the principals.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: So, there is

          3  a safety net for parent coordinators who may be

          4  advocating on behalf of parents, even though that

          5  doesn't necessarily represent the goals or view of

          6  that particular principal, correct? Is that what

          7  you're saying?

          8                 MS. BERNARD: If you say -- I'm not

          9  sure what you mean by safety net.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: In other

         11  words, if I'm a parent coordinator and there's a

         12  conflict in school where the parent coordinator is

         13  acting on behalf of the parents, not necessarily in

         14  benefitting the views or promoting those views of

         15  the principal, is that parent coordinator, is there

         16  a safety net for that parent coordinator?

         17                 MS. BERNARD: Part of what a parent

         18  coordinator must do is work with the entire school

         19  community to ensure that parents feel like they have

         20  the support, their questions are being answered and

         21  they're being assisted.

         22                 Ultimately, as I said, they report to

         23  the school's principal, and we as a Department of

         24  Education obviously hold our principals ultimately

         25  accountable for the teaching, the learning, the
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          2  community that is being built throughout the school.

          3  So, he or she is reporting to the principal and must

          4  do as the principal is asking them to do, but

          5  obviously for a parent coordinator to be successful

          6  and be helpful to their principal, they must work

          7  with their parent association, their school

          8  leadership team and help parents.

          9                 If parent coordinators feel like

         10  they're being pulled in a lot of directions or don't

         11  feel like what they're being asked to do is

         12  supportive of what parents are expecting of them,

         13  they certainly have a parent support team at the

         14  regions and our central office to reach out to for

         15  help. As I said, they're members of DC 37, so they

         16  can absolutely reach out to their union, if they

         17  feel they need that kind of safety net and support

         18  as well.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: But they

         20  also need support of central.

         21                 You know, if the main goal and job

         22  description of parent coordinators is to be that

         23  linkage of involvement with parents, you know, I

         24  have heard some horror stories in schools,

         25  principals just simply are not providing a space for
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          2  the PTA, for example. And I have heard horrors of

          3  parent coordinators advocating and working, trying

          4  to get a space, and that becomes a conflict between

          5  principal parent coordinators and parents, so that

          6  you have a 3-0 there, and the situation arise where

          7  you have parent coordinators just locking themselves

          8  up in the room, one, because they're afraid of

          9  losing their job, and, two, they don't want to be in

         10  the middle of a situation between principal and

         11  parents.

         12                 So, what you're saying in terms of

         13  the description -- (applause).

         14                 I'm sorry, we should definitely not

         15  applaud, because it just takes more time, and I'm

         16  doing this quick, so the Chairman won't cut me off.

         17                 You know, what you're saying and

         18  describing sounds good, but like Council Member

         19  Clarke said earlier, what's happening out there on

         20  the ground is very different. It's very different

         21  what's going on out in the street.

         22                 And then Deputy Mayor, and I know

         23  that we had preliminary talks, and I just want to

         24  raise the issue of cell phones, you know, when I was

         25  in public school, I went to PS 152, IS 52, John F.
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          2  Kennedy, and we've always had a regulation against,

          3  back then was the Walkman's, back then we had the

          4  little Game Boy, and so forth, there's always been a

          5  regulation against that. Times change. Now it's cell

          6  phone.

          7                 Before my mother wanted me, she would

          8  go to the school and find out if I was there. We

          9  didn't have the cell phone at the time and so forth.

         10  Now we have the cell phones. And I think the biggest

         11  issue here is that parents are not so much against

         12  cell phones in the school. I think we all agree with

         13  the Mayor, that in the classroom there should be no

         14  cell phone, there should be no text messager. My 14

         15  year old which attends Beacon school, that's a fight

         16  that we have in terms of her on the cell phone all

         17  the time.

         18                 However, when they get out of the

         19  school building, I want to know if she's getting on

         20  the train and if she's going to make a stop, if

         21  she's going to go to a friends house and so forth.

         22                 On the point that we agree not having

         23  them in the schools, I think that we should look at

         24  the technology that's available, and I think that

         25  this is something that we could work on, which is

                                                            89

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  scramblers, the signal blockers inside the school

          3  buildings, and some people will say, well, the

          4  school buildings are too old. Well, some school

          5  buildings were built many years ago and now they're

          6  wireless --

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Council Member.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Do you agree

          9  that that system will work, in terms of having cell

         10  phone blockers in the schools, in the school

         11  buildings, while they're in the schools?

         12                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Let me give you

         13  a quick reaction, knowing the issue of time.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Deputy Mayor,

         15  please, if you don't mind.

         16                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: It's against

         17  the law. That's all.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I think that, as

         19  I indicated earlier, the cell phone issue, we have a

         20  hearing that's scheduled for June 14th. We hope the

         21  matter will be resolved before then. If not, we will

         22  be going forward. Please, FYI for everyone here.

         23  Council Member Letitia James introducing in a

         24  resolution concerning cell phones and you have

         25  Council Member Lew Fidler that's introducing an
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          2  intro, meaning a proposed law, on cell phones. So,

          3  the issue of cell phones is going to be flushed out

          4  in a hearing, if, in fact, the matter is not

          5  resolved. I'm just going to ask can we just move

          6  away from this because we're backed up, if you don't

          7  mind?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I can see,

          9  Mr. Chair, if that's the case, we'll wait til then.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: But I'll say to

         11  you, Council Member Martinez, you and all of my

         12  colleagues, as I've expressed to the Deputy Mayor

         13  and the Chancellor, this is a burning issue for all

         14  of us because we've received hundreds of phone calls

         15  and e-mails from parent and parent leaders around

         16  the City. Is that correct? We discussed that, right,

         17  Dennis?

         18                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: So, thank you.

         20                 We're going to move on to the last

         21  witness before myself, Maria del Carmen Arroyo, and

         22  then myself, and then we're going to go to the

         23  Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Thank you, Mr.

         25  Chairman.
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          2                 I was going to waive my opportunity,

          3  but I want to follow-up on the issue of parent

          4  coordinators in the schools, and the perception that

          5  what you expect and the perception that parents have

          6  in the community are two completely different

          7  perceptions, or expectations.

          8                 Often when we get a complaint in the

          9  office about a particular school or a problem that a

         10  parent is having, and we make a recommendation to

         11  the parent to seek the parent coordinator at the

         12  individual school, often the response that you get

         13  is that they're a special assistant to the

         14  principal, and if it's an issue regarding some

         15  service the child is supposed to be getting, they're

         16  not getting it, they've tried the principal and

         17  they're not getting any response, that the parent

         18  feels the parent coordinator is just not a mechanism

         19  that they can engage with to get resolution to their

         20  problem.

         21                 So, when you say that they report to

         22  the principal, and, you know, having come from a

         23  military background, the boss is the boss is the

         24  boss, I'm not going to mess with the boss, I don't

         25  care what the parents say, and that is the reality
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          2  that parents in the community are experiencing.

          3                 So, I think that's something that you

          4  really need to look at, and provide a mechanism for

          5  parent coordinators to have a real way to assist

          6  parents. And I'm going to bring you back to your

          7  testimony, Ms. Bernard.

          8                 You very proudly report that parent

          9  coordinators are making a lot of contacts, 2 million

         10  contacts with parents across the City, and you're on

         11  track to surpass the numbers this year. Is there an

         12  evaluation of the kind of information that comes out

         13  of those contacts, one?

         14                 What are the issues?

         15                 And are those issues brought back to

         16  somewhere that speaks to it's a systemic problem

         17  that we need to look at as a system, the Department

         18  of Education, so that we can by way of fixing the

         19  system respond to the parents concern?

         20                 Numbers don't impress me if they

         21  don't yield a positive outcome. So, how does that

         22  get tied in?

         23                 MS. BERNARD: Absolutely. We obviously

         24  collect the numbers to be able to report out on

         25  Citywide statistics. But the way it works is our
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          2  parent coordinators submit very detailed monthly

          3  forms. I'm happy to share the actual template that

          4  they fill out and that gets submitted to the

          5  regional parent support office, so that first and

          6  foremost the regional parent support teams can

          7  assist principals and parent coordinators understand

          8  from a district level and from a regional level what

          9  are the key issues that are rising from time and

         10  time again, and how they might need to support them.

         11                 So, we don't collect that level of

         12  detail, certainly in our central office, but we ask

         13  our regional team to do that, and I'm happy to

         14  provide some more information later on, what the key

         15  topics are that come up, but I can almost guarantee

         16  you that it's some of the same issues that we know

         17  constituents reach out to you on, reach out to the

         18  Deputy Mayor on and call our office on, and it's,

         19  you know, questions and concerns around access to

         20  more resources and information around English

         21  language learner support, special education, and

         22  part of what we try to do is make sure that we're

         23  calling them back and responding to them if they do

         24  have those questions and concerns and we obviously

         25  work with our colleagues in those divisions to be
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          2  able to help them.

          3                 So, that's --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Let me make

          5  sure I understand.

          6                 So, the evaluation of the information

          7  is gleaned from those contacts, because that's what

          8  they're being called in your testimony --

          9                 MS. BERNARD: Mm-hmm.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: -- Is

         11  evaluated, somehow analyzed, and an issue is

         12  identified. And the region level is who deals with

         13  that? It doesn't get to central Department of

         14  Education?

         15                 MS. BERNARD: We are responsible for

         16  collecting the City-wide data. The parent

         17  coordinators submit that on a monthly basis, so they

         18  submit --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: I heard the

         20  process being explained a number of times. Just yes

         21  or no: Does the Department of Education, at the

         22  administrative level, have an opportunity to review

         23  that information that's coming out of those contacts

         24  --

         25                 MS. BERNARD: Yes, at the regional
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          2  level.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: And can we see

          4  that, Mr. Chairman?

          5                 The frustration of the parents on the

          6  street level is a very real issue for us because

          7  we're there. We're their first line of contact and

          8  they feel that school has not responded to their

          9  needs.

         10                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Can I make the

         11  suggestion, because I think I can cut through --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Just let me

         13  finish my request.

         14                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Sure. Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: We can see how

         16  the information is arranged and what analysis is

         17  done, and an example of this problem was identified

         18  and this was the outcome, this was the solution.

         19  That would be helpful for us, because then we can

         20  help parents understand the mechanism also. It

         21  empowers us to empower our parents as well.

         22                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         23                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: If I can make

         24  this suggestion? One of the things that we've

         25  established with the Chair is this ongoing line of
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          2  dialogue and communication with each other. So,

          3  whether it's around parent coordinators or other

          4  education issues that individual Council members

          5  feel strongly about or are hearing feedback about,

          6  that we need to respond, and respond either with

          7  information or respond by adjustment, and we are

          8  always glad to do that.

          9                 The Mayor is very big on

         10  accountability on making sure that the systems and

         11  supports we're putting in place is responsive to the

         12  needs of the constituents and in this particular

         13  case the parents. So, we would love to sit down with

         14  you, the Chair, to talk about this issue, both to

         15  lay out exactly what protocols are in place, the

         16  method for evaluation, but more importantly there

         17  are individual concerns that are coming from

         18  schools; how do we respond to that?

         19                 I will not tolerate parent

         20  coordinators not responding to the needs of the

         21  parents. The parent coordinators are there to be

         22  supportive.

         23                 Now, there are obviously going to be

         24  cases in schools where there is going to be a

         25  disagreement as far as what that parent wants and
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          2  the principal of the parent coordinator feel is

          3  best, and that's obviously individual issues, and,

          4  you know, for every case that you mentioned, that's

          5  a negative, there may be cases that are positive.

          6                 So, all I'm saying to you is we're

          7  always open --

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: I do

          9  appreciate that my ask is a simple one, is that if I

         10  can better understand the mechanism.

         11                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: No. You're

         12  asking for two things.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Then I can be

         14  part of helping the parent understand.

         15                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: You're asking

         16  for two things. You're asking not just for you to be

         17  better aware of the mechanism. You're also asking to

         18  make sure the system is responsive to the needs of

         19  the parent.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Ultimately,

         21  yes.

         22                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: And what I am

         23  saying, we want to do both.

         24                 We want to make sure that you and the

         25  Council members are aware, so that way as the
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          2  representatives of those individual districts you

          3  have the information, but it's my role as Deputy

          4  Mayor representing the Mayor to make sure that the

          5  system is responsive to the needs and the concerns

          6  being addressed, and that where we're not doing it,

          7  we put in mechanisms to make sure we are doing it.

          8  And that's the role of the City Hall in working with

          9  the Department of Education, to build in the level

         10  of accountability that we feel extremely important,

         11  especially around parent coordinators.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         13                 Let me just ask one or two questions

         14  and then we're going to move to our next witness.

         15                 Prior to implementing a major policy

         16  shift, a programmatic change, or a budget

         17  adjustment, is CPAC consulted, or is CPAC simply

         18  informed of the changed once the course of action

         19  has already been decided? And I ask that question

         20  because it has been brought to our attention that

         21  it's more of, you know, being advised after a

         22  decision is already made. And quite frankly, as the

         23  Chair of the Education Committee, as an active

         24  parent and education activist for the past 20 some

         25  odd years, you know, sometimes I hear policy
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          2  decisions that are made that are programmatic, I

          3  hear in the news more so, and I say, oh, okay,

          4  knowing that we are under a City of mayoral control

          5  and the Mayor basically has full range in the system

          6  and the Chancellor, who he selected, it doesn't seem

          7  like there is, in my opinion, true consultation in

          8  the development of a plan, whether it's programmatic

          9  or a major policy shift.

         10                 I ask that question in all

         11  seriousness, and obviously, as you know, at a

         12  certain point in time, many people came in and those

         13  happen to be a lot of the CPAC leaders.

         14                 MS. BERNARD: Sure. I think a good

         15  example of a major policy initiative that we're

         16  implementing right now is the accountability

         17  initiative that I know you were briefed on as well,

         18  and the implementation of the accountability

         19  initiative is in process, and we are coming to CPAC

         20  in June to present that initiative and get their

         21  ideas as we begin to plan for the implementation of

         22  that.

         23                 So, I know that the Chancellor spoke

         24  to the Chair earlier this week about making sure

         25  that we get information out to CPAC on that. CPAC
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          2  and I'm sure the Chair of CPAC will come and

          3  represent the views of CPAC. But CPAC sets its own

          4  agenda. They decide who they invite to our meeting,

          5  and we work with them to ensure that any questions

          6  they have, any ideas they have about policies,

          7  budget, anything, that we're providing them the

          8  right people to be able to answer their questions.

          9                 With regards to the budgets, we have

         10  a statutory requirement to engage our community

         11  education councils in comments on the budgets and

         12  the capital plan as you know, and we work -- and

         13  Kathleen Grimm, Deputy Chancellor Kathleen Grimm and

         14  her staff very proactively get information out to

         15  community education councils on all of those topics

         16  in advance of us going to our panel and educational

         17  policy for approval, for final approval.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, I

         19  appreciate your response, but, you know, I don't

         20  know whether or not that really answered my question

         21  on whether or not there is true consultation in

         22  developing a plan or policy shift or advising. And,

         23  you know, advising and asking for input, but the

         24  feeling really is you're not really asking for input

         25  to make a change, you're only asking for input
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          2  because you need to do that in order to show that

          3  that's the case.

          4                 And I'll say that to you in all

          5  seriousness, when I'm asking that question, I see

          6  many leaders of CPAC that are sitting in the

          7  audience, their head is shaking like this, that

          8  they're in agreement with me. So, I'm asking you a

          9  very serious question, even though, you know, a

         10  couple of people laughed I guess at what was being

         11  said.

         12                 MS. BERNARD: And in all seriousness,

         13  we do go to CPAC with information on policies as we

         14  roll them out, and we ask CPAC and we can agree to

         15  disagree, as we often do, but we go to CPAC and our

         16  Community Education Council to advise them on

         17  policies that we're implementing, to specifically

         18  get their feedback on how that needs to roll out in

         19  their communities.

         20                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: One thing I

         21  will not tolerate -- while Jemina is talking, I

         22  expect people to be respectful of Jemina, just like

         23  we would be respectful of people who are up here

         24  testifying as well.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Absolutely.
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          2                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: So, any type of

          3  response I think shows something that's

          4  disrespectful, and we would never be disrespectful

          5  to others.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I totally agree

          7  with you.

          8                 MS. BERNARD: Thank you, Deputy Mayor.

          9                 So, part of what we tried to do with

         10  our City-wide parent leaders and our district parent

         11  leaders, our community education councils, our

         12  president councils and our Chancellor's parent

         13  advisory councils is make sure that as we're

         14  implementing policies that are developed in

         15  conjunction with the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor, we

         16  are implementing them locally in a way that does

         17  include parent involvement. Even as policies, you

         18  know, educational policies might be developed on a

         19  lot of different topics, whether it's the updates to

         20  the HIV/AIDS curriculum, the new accountability

         21  initiative, as policies are being developed

         22  centrally by the educators and the subject matter

         23  experts at the central level, and at the regional

         24  levels, we do appreciate that at the school levels

         25  and the district levels implementation needs to
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          2  happen differently. And so we do go to our parent

          3  leaders and parents throughout the City to make sure

          4  that those policies as they're being implemented

          5  locally really do take into consideration the views

          6  of the parents at the school level and at the

          7  district level, which is where it matters the most,

          8  in fact.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, thank you.

         10                 I'm going to be asking this same

         11  question that I've asked of you, I'm going to be

         12  asking of CPAC also.

         13                 My last question is that, testimony

         14  summarizes various efforts to involve parents and

         15  structures outside of the classroom. Parental

         16  involvement to parents often means access to their

         17  children's classrooms.

         18                 Is the Office of Parent Engagement,

         19  or the Department of Education doing anything to

         20  encourage teachers? Not PAs, not CPAC, not SLTs, et

         21  cetera, but teachers to engage parents at the

         22  classroom level?

         23                 MS. BERNARD: Absolutely. I think when

         24  the Office of Parent Engagement and the regional

         25  parent support structure was folded into the
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          2  Division of Teaching and Learning under Carmen

          3  Farina, we were really able to, through her

          4  leadership, make sure that principals and teachers

          5  through all of the conferences and leadership

          6  development opportunity that she provides for our

          7  instructional leaders, principals, APs and teachers,

          8  really able to reinforce our strong belief that all

          9  educational staff, teachers, principals,

         10  administrators, need to involve, engage parent

         11  volunteers at the school level and support our

         12  parent associations and school leadership teams. So,

         13  while I'm not specifically responsible for what

         14  happens at the school level with teachers, which I'm

         15  sure you can appreciate, part of what we do with our

         16  parent coordinators is make sure that they're

         17  supporting their principals and their teachers to

         18  better understand and appreciate the value of

         19  engaging volunteers and parents in the classrooms

         20  and obviously we work very, very closely with

         21  learning leaders, as I'm sure you know, to train

         22  parents to be volunteers in the classrooms and to

         23  support their ability to do so.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Is there a

         25  parent engagement policy manual, or something that
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          2  basically promotes that where I can read it and so

          3  that if in fact parents had that as an issue at a

          4  particular school or in a classroom, that I can

          5  refer a parent to the paragraph that talks about

          6  that?

          7                 MR. BERNARD: There is no manual that

          8  I know of but I'm happy to provide you with

          9  information that you shared with principals and

         10  staff and parent coordinators around how they can

         11  proactively encourage parent volunteerism in their

         12  schools. I'm happy to provide you what we do have.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And what about

         14  just, you know, encouraging parents to come into a

         15  classroom to see what's going on, to have an open

         16  classroom type of situation where parents can come

         17  in and observe classrooms and to be involved in that

         18  particular classroom with the teacher?

         19                 MR. BERNARD: As I said, there is no

         20  manual that I'm aware of, but I can certainly look

         21  into it.

         22                 But, obviously, any parents

         23  throughout the City that would like that type of

         24  access should contact their parent coordinator,

         25  their child's teacher directly and their principal
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          2  to get that kind of access.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, Ms.

          4  Bernard, I want to thank you, and the Deputy Mayor

          5  Dennis Walcott for coming in and giving testimony.

          6  We appreciate your responses and we look forward to

          7  following up with the both of you on questions and

          8  concerns that we have and other documents that are

          9  appropriate to have in order for us to do our

         10  analysis and to issue a report later on this spring

         11  or summer.

         12                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: And, Chair, I

         13  would like to thank you and the members of the

         14  Council, as well. We look forward to an open

         15  relationship active meetings between you and your

         16  members as well, and we're always available to, not

         17  just the Council but parents, and we're open 24/7

         18  days to really respond to the needs of parents.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Now, as I

         20  indicated in the opening, we will be having this

         21  session, and we have a session this evening, we

         22  encourage all education, DOE staff, to please come

         23  and listen to what people have to say.

         24                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: We'll have

         25  staff here. Staff will be here.
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          2                 MS. BERNARD: Absolutely.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

          4                 MS. BERNARD: Thank you very much.

          5                 DEPUTY MAYOR WALCOTT: Thank you very

          6  much.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Now we're going

          8  to hear from Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.

          9                 Thank you very much. And then after

         10  the Public Advocate we're going to hear from Randi

         11  Weingarten, UFT, and Jill Levy from CSA. And then

         12  we're going to hear from CPAC.

         13                 Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum,

         14  welcome.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Good

         16  morning. And thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding

         17  this very important hearing. And to my colleagues

         18  from the City Council, thank you for being here this

         19  morning.

         20                 Since the Mayor first assumed control

         21  over the City's schools, I urged the Department of

         22  Education to invite everyone with a stake in public

         23  education, parents, teachers, administrators,

         24  elected officials, to contribute their ideas to the

         25  reform process that is underway.
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          2                 I also cautioned the Department of

          3  Education against a tendency to develop its plan

          4  behind closed doors and to implement them without

          5  advanced notice, let alone an opportunity for

          6  parents and other stakeholders to offer input.

          7                 Unfortunately, four years into

          8  Mayoral control of the schools, many problems

          9  persist.

         10                 The Department of Education still

         11  refuses to break out of the bunker mentality and

         12  give parents a meaningful role in the reform

         13  process.

         14                 In so doing, it is not only showing

         15  disrespect to the New Yorkers who entrust their

         16  children's lives and education to our schools, it is

         17  depriving itself of a valuable, valuable resource.

         18                 We saw a perfect example of this two

         19  weeks ago when the Department of Education took a

         20  sudden interest in cell phones, using a security

         21  crackdown as an opportunity to revive an 18-year-old

         22  ban on beepers and other communication devices, that

         23  it has hardly bothered to enforce until now.

         24                 My office has heard from many, many

         25  parents, and specifically parents with kids of
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          2  special needs. They are justifiably upset because

          3  their primary line of communication to their

          4  children is being cut off. They want to know why

          5  their right to keep in touch with children, a right

          6  that is extremely important after 9/11, has been

          7  superseded by an out of date regulation.

          8                 They wonder if a sudden explosion of

          9  cheating or gang violence in the past few days has

         10  necessitated this sudden change in policy.

         11                 Among the parents voicing their

         12  concerns is Bambi Everson, whose autistic daughter

         13  attends a public high school. The teen commutes by

         14  subway from either her mother's house in one

         15  borough, or her father's house in another, or her

         16  school in a third borough.

         17                 Ms. Everson's daughter is

         18  high-functioning and her disability would never be

         19  noticeable to a police officer confiscating

         20  telephones. But even the slightest change in her

         21  normal commute can be disorienting or even dangerous

         22  to her.

         23                 Department of Education says that

         24  these children with special needs can obtain an

         25  exemption to the regulation against cell phones. But
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          2  that information has not been clearly communicated

          3  to parents.

          4                 In any case, the tail end of the

          5  school year is not the time for a new approach to an

          6  old policy. Instead, the Department of Education

          7  should take the time from now until the start of a

          8  new school year to listen to parents and develop an

          9  updated cell phone policy that sensibly curbs in

         10  appropriate cell phone use in the schools without

         11  alarming parents or jeopardizing school safety.

         12                 I have contacted the Chancellor on

         13  this issue, and I hope that before the school year

         14  begins, he will work with all interested parties to

         15  develop such a policy.

         16                 The cell phone controversy is not an

         17  isolated one. From new accountability standards to

         18  shifts in special ed and school safety, the

         19  Department of Ed routinely revises its procedures

         20  and restructures schools without keep parents in the

         21  loop.

         22                 As a result, it falls on elected

         23  representatives of the parents, including me and the

         24  City Council, to legislate greater transparency in

         25  the school reform process.
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          2                 To this end, yesterday I reintroduced

          3  legislation requiring the Department of Education to

          4  create and maintain detailed files for each student

          5  seeking or receiving special education services and

          6  prepare an annual report based on those files.

          7                 I first introduced this bill after a

          8  survey of nearly 300 school psychologists and

          9  administrators by my office which revealed that the

         10  Department of Education was pressuring school

         11  superintendents to keep down referral rates for

         12  special education placements.

         13                 The annual report will be submitted

         14  to my office, the City Council and the Citywide

         15  Council on Special Education, a parent organization

         16  enabling parents and their elected officials to hold

         17  the Department accountable for its policy and to

         18  ensure that all children get the services they need

         19  to learn.

         20                 Such legislation would be a mere

         21  formality if the Department of Education would

         22  simply break the code of secrecy and respect the

         23  right of parents to be actively involved in their

         24  children's education.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 Do you have any questions?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, first of all, I failed to acknowledge my

          5  colleagues from Brooklyn. Al Vann to my left over

          6  here. Forgive me, Al. Thank you.

          7                 Public Advocate, now, you are the

          8  City's Public Advocate in which people turn to you

          9  when they feel that they have not been able to I

         10  guess obtain the type of results that they are

         11  looking for at the local level.

         12                 With respect to this subject of

         13  parent involvement, in your opinion, summarize for

         14  me in a sentence or two whether or not you believe

         15  that the Department of Education, based on the input

         16  that you're receiving from parents, has the

         17  Department of Education been satisfactory,

         18  unsatisfactory or excellent and resolves to parent

         19  involvement?

         20                 Or if you can rate it that way, rate

         21  it from an A to an F or a numerical rating.

         22                 I know I'm putting you on the spot.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And if you

         25  can't, that's okay also.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, no.

          3  You're not putting me on the spot.

          4                 I believe that up until now it's been

          5  unsatisfactory, based on the information that we get

          6  from parents, from the parents groups that we are in

          7  contact with, or that are in contact with us, either

          8  through our ombuds office or through the various

          9  contacts that we have within the Department of

         10  Education, and with the principals and

         11  administrators and the teachers.

         12                 So, I would have to say it's been

         13  unsatisfactory.

         14                 I do believe there have been some new

         15  efforts made now to change that. I think the

         16  appointment of a new Chancellor -- I think he's a,

         17  not a Deputy Chancellor, but a person who will be in

         18  the position for parent involvement and governmental

         19  affairs is a very positive note. The new person is

         20  Brian Elder. I don't know if he's still here, but I

         21  would like to say he is a very competent, responsive

         22  man and I'm very pleased that he's there. I think

         23  that's a good step forward. I think everything that

         24  was said here this morning is an effort on their

         25  part to be more open now, and I'm very optimistic as
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          2  a person, and I'm looking forward to all of us now

          3  trying to work this out together.

          4                 We know what the problems are, so

          5  let's figure out how to fix them and how we can

          6  involve parents, bring them in. And I'm particularly

          7  concerned, I think as everybody knows, about kids

          8  with special needs. I believe that they really need

          9  our help more than almost anyone, and we've got to

         10  keep pushing to make sure that they get the services

         11  that they deserve.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, Madam

         13  Public Advocate, I want to thank you for coming in

         14  and I know that you sat here for over an hour

         15  listening to the testimony, and I think I know that

         16  you're on a very busy schedule, but let me just say

         17  I, and my committee members, appreciate when a

         18  Citywide official of your stature, especially in

         19  your position as Public Advocate for the City of New

         20  York, come and listen to the testimony of the

         21  Department of Education officials, and listening to

         22  questions posed by members of the City Council, and

         23  hopefully you will have time out of your schedule to

         24  listen to what parents have to say today, further

         25  this morning, and this evening when we continue this
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          2  hearing.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Chairman.

          5                 And thank you, colleagues.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 Next we're going to hear from Randi

          9  Weingarten, the President of United Federation of

         10  Teachers.

         11                 Randi Weingarten. And then after

         12  Randi, we're going to hear from Jill Levy, and then

         13  we're going to hear from CPAC representatives.

         14                 Ladies and gents, I've been told that

         15  we must start the clock. Randi, we're going to be on

         16  a clock, so I'm going to ask you to be as succinct

         17  as possible in giving all of the input that you can

         18  on this very important subject.

         19                 Okay, thank you. You may begin.

         20                 MS. WEINGARTEN: Okay. Parent

         21  involvement is important. Thank you very much.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I know it's

         23  important. Go ahead. I want to hear what you have to

         24  say about this very important subject here.

         25                 MS. WEINGARTEN: All right. We put in
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          2  testimony, so I will not read the testimony. Just

          3  let me say three things: One, ever since Sandy

          4  Feldman was President of the UFT, we tried to invest

          5  -- can you hear me?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Now I can.

          7                 MS. WEINGARTEN: We tried to invest

          8  our resources in finding ways to promote better

          9  relationships between teachers and parents because

         10  we know this is a key ingredient to success for

         11  student achievement, as well as good citizenship.

         12  And, you know, there are lots and lots of different

         13  ways to do this, but if you do not get parents and

         14  teachers talking to each other, then the issues that

         15  divide will divide and people will be separated and

         16  people will be pit against each other, and we have

         17  to get people to talk to each other and to see how

         18  we need to help each other. So, we've done it in a

         19  host of different ways.

         20                 Dial A Teacher, for example. Homework

         21  Help Line. Eighty-thousand calls from kids each year

         22  to two teachers under the auspices of the UFT and

         23  you fund it to really help kids with homework.

         24                 Our Dial A Teacher program has a

         25  parent conference every year. The biggest parent
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          2  conference in the City, I think 3,000 parents were

          3  there last year, to try and give parents the

          4  workshops that parents are saying that we need. And

          5  there's a whole bunch of other alliances that have

          6  started forming. CC9 in the Bronx, to try to look at

          7  schools and say we do, that new teachers needed

          8  mentoring. The CC9 brought to the table the concept

          9  of lead teachers, and we negotiated that. Same in

         10  terms of Brooklyn, same in terms of Staten Island.

         11  Every different place has different needs that

         12  parents are expressing.

         13                 So, let me say one more thing. If

         14  what the Deputy Mayor was saying was so right, why

         15  would all these new coalitions be piling up all over

         16  the place to try and press issues that are really,

         17  really important?

         18                 And I'll say one other thing, which

         19  is I hope that this new deference that the City is

         20  showing to teachers on the issue of cell phones is

         21  now a new opening in our tortured relationship,

         22  because I would like to see that kind of deference

         23  on things like discipline and order and class size

         24  and basically letting teachers teach in the way they

         25  believe is important to help kids.
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          2                 The bottom line is you can't just

          3  pander or placate. What ultimately has to happen, if

          4  you want to engage parents, is we have to have real

          5  conversations. You can't just tell parents you have

          6  to do this, or we're doing this, this is in your

          7  best interest and just shut up. You have to say we

          8  will have a real conversation about everything.

          9  That's what the school leadership teams were

         10  supposed to be about, that's what the UFT is trying

         11  to do with CPAC. That's what we try to do in terms

         12  of our new cell phone policy proposal that says ban

         13  the possession of cell phones, but not the use of --

         14  ban the use of cell phones in schools, but let kids

         15  and parents who need it possess cell phones, unless

         16  they abuse it. That's the bottom line.

         17                 It takes work. It takes effort. It

         18  takes listening. It takes responding. It takes

         19  engagement. And that's what we need to do with

         20  parents, every single school, every single district.

         21  Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You know, Randi,

         23  let me just say I appreciate your involvement in

         24  this whole dialogue on education, especially as the

         25  leader of a union representing approximately, how
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          2  many - 140,000?

          3                 MS. WEINGARTEN: We actually have

          4  160,000 members right now, and we are on the cusp.

          5  If the State Legislature passes the bill of

          6  organizing all the day care workers in the City of

          7  New York. Those who work in their homes.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, that is

          9  clearly needed, because they are the ones that have

         10  our children before they actually enter the formal

         11  public school system.

         12                 You've heard me ask the Public

         13  Advocate, as far as parent involvement. In your

         14  opinion, I'm going to ask you a tough question

         15  whether or not you can also give me a feeling, as to

         16  your opinion as President of the Teachers' Union,

         17  whether or not DOE's rating on parent involvement,

         18  in your opinion, is that satisfactory,

         19  unsatisfactory, excellent, or numerical rating or an

         20  alphabetical rating, whichever one you prefer?

         21                 And if you prefer not to answer that

         22  question, I can understand that also.

         23                 And quite frankly, I know that, and I

         24  raised when the Deputy Mayor was here that CPAC as

         25  an organization voted not to go up to Albany with
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          2  DOE and they went themselves along with UFT. I do

          3  know that because I was there with them.

          4                 And as I said earlier, I also went

          5  with DOE also, because we were all after the same

          6  thing, we were just going at it --

          7                 MS. WEINGARTEN: In different ways.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: -- A different

          9  avenue to get there, but we were all after the same

         10  thing.

         11                 That said something, and, so, I

         12  wanted to ask you, one, your opinion of that? And

         13  number two, if you could give a rating?

         14                 MS. WEINGARTEN: If I give a rating

         15  that will become the headline, and this is something

         16  I think, if parents want to give a rating in terms

         17  of how the DOE works with them, that is appropriate.

         18                 If you recall last year at Madison

         19  Square Garden we gave the City ratings on, you know,

         20  we gave them failing grades on failing to bargain

         21  collectively. But I'm only shunting off this

         22  question because let the parents give the rating in

         23  terms of that.

         24                 Our observation has been that the

         25  school leadership teams do not function nearly as
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          2  well as they should. The places where they function

          3  is an exception, not a rule. I was at a school

          4  leadership team meeting in Queens this week that I

          5  was observing and what you saw was no real

          6  engagement of either parents or teachers in that

          7  process. It was basically, okay, this is the agenda,

          8  we're just checking off the agenda, we're going to

          9  go through it. And it was sad to me because there

         10  really -- that is the place where there should be

         11  real engagement.

         12                 I know people are scared of it.

         13  Democracy is a tough thing. You have to listen to

         14  people, you have to respond, you have got to

         15  convince. But public education is about helping all

         16  kids learn, and so I think that the DOE could do a

         17  heck of a lot more, in terms of parent involvement.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And I heard you

         19  say in your testimony the most important aspect of

         20  achieving that is what? Is communication.

         21                 MS. WEINGARTEN: It's communication.

         22  But it's not one side communication. With parent

         23  coordinators and all of this, what the DOE will

         24  argue to you is that they communicate to parents.

         25  They send letters out. They talk through the parent

                                                            122

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  coordinators. Communication in our field is two-way;

          3  it's both listening and responding and also trying

          4  to tailor things based upon what you've heard.

          5                 So, for example, what teachers have

          6  said is, if I have a better idea about how to teach

          7  my class and you have told me for all these years

          8  I'm a great teacher, why are you not letting me do

          9  that? And parents are saying the same thing. If we

         10  have a better idea about how to do something, let us

         11  do it that way. Don't tell us what to think, let us

         12  do it that way in this school.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, Madam

         14  President, I want to thank you for coming and giving

         15  your testimony, and I'm sorry that we had to hold

         16  you to a tight time frame. But, obviously --

         17                 MS. WEINGARTEN: Not a problem. I have

         18  to go and help the graduate students, the graduate

         19  employees, excuse me, at NYU right now as well.

         20  Thank you very much.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And we do have

         22  your written testimony.

         23                 MS. WEINGARTEN: Thank you very much.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you for

         25  coming in.
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          2                 MS. WEINGARTEN: Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I'd like to also

          4  acknowledge my colleague from Brooklyn, Bill

          5  DeBlasio.

          6                 And next we're going to hear from

          7  Jill Levy, the President of CSA, the Council of

          8  Supervisors and Administrators. And next we have

          9  after that one CPAC panel, Tim Johnson, who is the

         10  Chairman of the Chancellor's Parent Advisory

         11  Council, Lorraine Bridges, the President of Council

         12  of District 29, and the President of PS IS 270 of

         13  Queens, and Sam Greenberg of CPAC Region of High

         14  Schools, Region 4 High Schools.

         15                 Jill Levy, welcome. And the Deputy --

         16  the Executive Vice President, Ernest Logan. I have

         17  to get the titles right here. Welcome --

         18                 MS. LEVY: Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: -- To this

         20  hearing on Parent Involvement.

         21                 Sorry we've got to put you on the

         22  clock, so we're going to ask you to be as succinct

         23  as possible.

         24                 Welcome.

         25                 MS. LEVY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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          2  And thank you, to members of the Committee.

          3                 I will be very succinct. Those of you

          4  who know me and know my history know I come out of

          5  the community, I come out of parent involvement.

          6  That's who I am. So, you know, at any level, I think

          7  parents are a critically important, if not one of

          8  the most important ingredients that we have in

          9  public education. So I'm an ardent supporter of

         10  parent involvement. And we also understand that the

         11  sense of community that we have to maintain in any

         12  public organization, not just education, is critical

         13  if people are going to buy into policy, and it's

         14  much stronger when all of the stakeholders play an

         15  important and respected role in process.

         16                 We have written testimony, so I'm not

         17  going to bore you with that. Let me just say that

         18  our testimony revisits several recommendations we

         19  made before a state task force in 2002 and 2003. At

         20  that point in time we were concerned about the new

         21  governance law, because what we saw happening with

         22  the governance law was it was taking parents and

         23  community out of the process.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Is that the law

         25  that basically gave Mayoral control?
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          2                 MS. LEVY: That's correct.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

          4                 MS. LEVY: That's correct. Thank you.

          5                 And as it's played out, exactly what

          6  we feared would happen did happen.

          7                 All of the structures that enabled

          8  parents to have input in the process that had checks

          9  and balances on what was happening at central or in

         10  the Mayor's Office or in the budget or with the

         11  Council were taken out of the mix. And when you have

         12  no checks and balances, this is what you get. You

         13  get corporate America structure where there is no

         14  respect for the points of view of parents, community

         15  members, maybe even other legislators, but certainly

         16  no respect for the employees, as well, and that's

         17  what we are facing now.

         18                 So, having said that, you will read

         19  our recommendations and hopefully that governance

         20  law sunsets in 2009, and we would hope that our

         21  State legislators will look at that very carefully

         22  and put back into that the checks and balances we

         23  need to have and the opportunities for parents to

         24  become active partners in the educational process.

         25                 Having said that, we're here to
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          2  answer any questions you have.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you, Madam

          4  President.

          5                 Now, you represent principals,

          6  assistant principals, supervisors and

          7  administrators; is that correct?

          8                 MS. LEVY: Correct.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Now, you've

         10  heard me, you were here, I'm sure, when I asked

         11  Randi the question as far as, you know, evaluating

         12  DOE's relationship as far as how well they're doing,

         13  as far as parent involvement. I'm going to ask you

         14  the same question. You don't have to answer it, but

         15  if you can answer it, we want to try to get an

         16  evaluation, whether or not you believe that DOE's

         17  overall rating, as far as parent involvement, is

         18  that satisfactory, excellent, unsatisfactory, needs

         19  improvement, or a numerical rating or an

         20  alphabetical rating A to F?

         21                 Or if you feel that you cannot

         22  comment, I know that you don't have a contract, I

         23  realize that. I realize that CSA has not had a

         24  contract in over three years, so I can respect

         25  whatever response you give. But I'm going to ask you
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          2  that question.

          3                 MS. LEVY: That has never stopped me

          4  from saying what I think and feel and know to be the

          5  truth. I won't give a numerical rating. I will say

          6  this: I do not believe, this is my belief system,

          7  that one can rate the Department of Education on

          8  parent involvement when there apparently is so

          9  little of it that you can't evaluate how good it is

         10  or how bad it is.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, I

         12  appreciate that. I think, like you said, that you've

         13  given your response and that speaks for itself.

         14                 Council Member Bill DeBlasio from

         15  Brooklyn has a question.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         17  Mr. Chairman.

         18                 Madam President, I just first of all

         19  want to thank you, because I think you always take

         20  the big picture view, and not just the view of what

         21  you have to achieve for your members directly, but

         22  the point of view of the whole school system, which

         23  I very much appreciate.

         24                 I am struck by your particular

         25  suggestion, and I just want to commend it and make
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          2  sure I'm understanding it. You suggest a modified

          3  Board of Education or a panel for education policy.

          4                 I remember at a time when Mayoral

          5  control was being debated, in fact, a number of

          6  members of the Education Committee here said that

          7  very point, that even though some opposed Mayoral

          8  control and some supported it, we found some common

          9  ground on the issue that if it were to be, there had

         10  to be a check and balance, and it was very clear

         11  from the beginning that the Panel for Education

         12  Policy was not constructed to truly be one and then

         13  when the dramatic dynamic occurred around social

         14  promotion, it became very, very clear that there was

         15  no possibility there could be a check and balance.

         16                 So, I want to see if you're saying

         17  what I think we were originally hoping would be the

         18  case, that on actual material decisions and you say

         19  here such as budget and major program areas

         20  literally there would have to be a sign-off by the

         21  Panel on Education Priorities before such a policy

         22  could take place?

         23                 MS. LEVY: That is what we said then

         24  and that's what we're saying now.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: And do you
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          2  have any particular suggestion about the composition

          3  of the panel? Because it would be one thing if, as

          4  was the case with social promotion, the Mayor had

          5  named some members and then left it in place to

          6  exercise their conscience, but if I understand the

          7  current structure, they serve so much at the will of

          8  that they could literally be replaced in the course

          9  of a meeting; do you have suggestions on how that

         10  might need to change?

         11                 MS. LEVY: We do have, it's contained

         12  in the testimony, we believe in both an elected and

         13  appointed board that represents both Borough

         14  Presidents and the community, the parents in the

         15  community primarily. So, you will see that in the

         16  testimony, rather than take the time to go through

         17  it with you now. I know you're rushed for time too.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: But you

         19  certainly want to see some kind of structural

         20  difference from what we have now?

         21                 MS. LEVY: Oh, absolutely a structural

         22  difference, complete rethinking of how to represent

         23  all the constituents and have the checks and

         24  balances that you spoke about we feel is very

         25  important, and be inclusive in the composition of
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          2  that panel or that board, whatever we choose to call

          3  it.

          4                 By the way, just for the edification

          5  of those who don't know it, we refer to the

          6  Department of Education when, in fact, its legal

          7  name is the Board of Education.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, I want to

         12  thank you and Executive Vice President for coming

         13  and giving testimony. I look forward to working with

         14  you on this very important subject area.

         15                 MR. LOGAN: Thank you.

         16                 MS. LEVY: Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Our next

         18  witnesses, CPAC. Chairman Tim Johnson, the

         19  Chancellor's Parent Advisory Council; Lorraine

         20  Bridges, the President of Presidents Council of

         21  District 29, she's the President of PSIS 270 in

         22  Queens. And we are placing another individual with

         23  Corinna Lindenberg, CPAC, and co-President of the PA

         24  of Earth School. Please come forward.

         25                 Ladies and gents, if you want a copy
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          2  of a briefing document of the City Council, it's

          3  over here on the table to the Sergeant-of-Arms,

          4  along with surveys from DOE and the City Council.

          5                 MR. JOHNSON: I was going to say good

          6  morning, Mr. Chairman, but good afternoon.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: It is good

          8  afternoon. I apologize we're running late but this

          9  is a very important subject area. I apologize to all

         10  those that are waiting. Hopefully those individuals

         11  that are waiting are gaining insight on this very

         12  important issue.

         13                 Chairman Johnson, welcome, and other

         14  members of CPAC.

         15                 MR. JOHNSON: I want to thank you, Mr.

         16  Chairman, for having these hearings.

         17                 My name is Tim Johnson. I'm Chairman

         18  of the Chancellor's Parent Advisory Council, the

         19  elected Citywide organization representing parents

         20  in all 32 districts.

         21                 Parent involvement has suffered

         22  greatly under this Administration. The parent voice

         23  has been effectively silenced. Parents have been

         24  systematically disenfranchised. This Chancellor

         25  views parents as the enemy, rather than as partners
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          2  in our public school system.

          3                 This Chancellor believes that he can

          4  unilaterally make our school system, while

          5  alienating parents at every turn.

          6                 The Klein reforms are being

          7  implemented without any meaningful participation

          8  from parents, the majority stakeholders in our

          9  school system. Controversial policies that run the

         10  gamut from sea changes in curriculum to cell-phone

         11  bans are imposed without any input from parent

         12  organizations.

         13                 When parents bring their concerns to

         14  the Chancellor, we are treated with contempt. Our

         15  concerns are routinely dismissed.

         16                 This Chancellor brags about cutting

         17  bureaucracy, while employing a record number of

         18  six-figure bureaucrats in Tweed Courthouse.

         19                 I call on the Council to investigate

         20  DOE's overuse of private consultants when there are

         21  so many highly-paid bureaucrats on the Tweed

         22  payroll.

         23                 On behalf of CPAC, I call on the

         24  Council to stand with parents and urge their

         25  colleagues in the New York State Legislature to
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          2  support a moratorium on any more Charter schools in

          3  New York City.

          4                 The Chancellor must be mandated to

          5  consult with parent organizations in schools before

          6  he and his privateer cronies co-opt one more school

          7  building the way they have at PAS 154 in Harlem and

          8  at NEST.

          9                 Despite the presence of Parent

         10  Coordinators in every school, each June hundreds of

         11  Parent Associations cease to function.

         12                 This absence of elected school parent

         13  leaders causes half of our Presidents Councils to

         14  also cease to function.

         15                 This annual upheaval of parent

         16  organizations destabilizes CPAC. The Chancellor has

         17  made no efforts to improve this situation by holding

         18  DOE staff accountable.

         19                 We demand that the same

         20  accountability standards imposed upon parent

         21  organizations by the Chancellor's regulations be

         22  imposed upon DOE staff.

         23                 CPAC made a series of specific

         24  recommendations on the subject of parent involvement

         25  our core issue in December.
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          2                 In January we received a

          3  non-responsive response to these recommendations.

          4                 Faced with a litany of charges that

          5  the Office of Parent Engagement overtly undermines

          6  parent organizations, the head of that office issued

          7  a non-denial denial in the Chancellor's name.

          8                 I'm submitting CPAC's recommendations

          9  and the DOE's response to the Council for the

         10  record.

         11                 I recommend that the Education

         12  Committee and the Public Advocate's Office conducts

         13  a full performance audit of the Office of Parent

         14  Engagement. Parent involvement is at an all-time

         15  low, despite increased spending.

         16                 The public has the right to know

         17  where all the money is going. We must remind this

         18  Chancellor and the bureaucrats at Tweed that they

         19  all work for the people, all accountable to the

         20  people. Our children deserve a school system where

         21  parents are welcome, respected and consulted in a

         22  meaningful way on every important initiative.

         23                 On behalf of the parents of New York

         24  City public school children, I ask for the Council's

         25  help in creating the school system that all of our
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          2  children deserve.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Johnson.

          6                 Next, and just identify yourself, if

          7  you don't mind.

          8                 MS. BRIDGES: My name is Lorraine

          9  Bridges. I'm representing the Presidents Council of

         10  District 29.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, Lorraine.

         12  Just pull the mike up a little closer so you don't

         13  have to lean all the way in, and you may begin.

         14                 MS. BRIDGES: Thank you for giving us

         15  this opportunity to speak with what's going on in

         16  our schools.

         17                 The purpose of this testimony is to

         18  make the Education Committee aware of some of the

         19  situations that have led to the decline of parent

         20  involvement in District 29. I will focus on three

         21  key areas: District leadership, empowerment and

         22  accountability.

         23                 I will provide brief examples of

         24  situations or conditions that have made districts

         25  parents feel that the educational administration is
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          2  not interested in making them true partners in the

          3  education of their children.

          4                 Lastly, I will offer a few strategies

          5  that will help improve the current situation and

          6  show parents that they are valued members in the

          7  partnership for excellence in education in District

          8  29.

          9                 Need to improve district leadership.

         10  One of the reasons that parent involvement has

         11  declined in District 29, is because parents do not

         12  feel that there is an experienced, stable district

         13  leader.

         14                 They want someone who has the ability

         15  to bring all educational stakeholders to work

         16  productively as one team on behalf of our children

         17  at school, one who can be trusted and is able to

         18  resolve conflict in a timely manner.

         19                 Immediately before the reform, former

         20  parent leaders and involved parents explained that

         21  the superintendent and the parent liaison treated

         22  parent associations and the Presidents Council like

         23  partners.

         24                 That is not happening now.

         25                 Over the past three years parents
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          2  have reported power struggles between school

          3  administrators and parents, situations where parents

          4  and children have been insulted and disrespected by

          5  school administrators and staffs, concerned about

          6  retaliation against them when they speak up for

          7  their rights against -- when they speak up for their

          8  rights.

          9                 Several incidents have made the

         10  newspapers, which I have in the document.

         11                 The major factor contributing to this

         12  problem is the decision to rotate the community

         13  superintendent on a yearly basis. Experience, trust

         14  and stability are needed to keep our district

         15  functioning effectively.

         16                 School year 2003, 2004 our district

         17  had an experienced leader that tried to work with

         18  all educational stakeholders in our district. At the

         19  end of the year, when things were starting to come

         20  together, parent leaders were surprised that a

         21  change was made without notification.

         22                 The leader that followed put parent

         23  involvement at the end of his priorities. Despite

         24  several requests for his leadership and unity, he

         25  totally ignored our parent associations.
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          2                 We also sent this information and

          3  informed his supervisors that we were not getting

          4  the type of support we needed, and our voices

          5  weren't heard.

          6                 This policy should be changed. There

          7  needs to be a thorough review before they switch

          8  superintendents to make sure that the needs of the

          9  district are being addressed first, not just

         10  changing the situation, and not thinking about the

         11  district in return.

         12                 The need to empower parent leaders.

         13  Region --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Can you wrap up,

         15  sister? If you don't mind, please. We have your

         16  testimony, so you don't need to read it all.

         17                 MS. BRIDGES: Okay. All right.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: But you can just

         19  summarize it.  You don't need to read it. We have it

         20  and our staff will read it, and incorporate it part

         21  of the record.

         22                 MS. BRIDGES: Well, first of all, let

         23  me say what is working. Okay, I would like to

         24  discuss what is working. Region 3 --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Can you just
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          2  summarize. You don't need to read it. We have it. If

          3  you don't mind, please.

          4                 MS. BRIDGES: Okay. Okay.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you. Go

          6  ahead, summarize and come to conclusion.

          7                 MS. BRIDGES: I'm going to summarize

          8  the improvements. The strategies to improve parent

          9  involvement.

         10                 Develop an environment where parents

         11  -- develop an environment that embraces parent

         12  organizations.

         13                 Develop a space for parents that work

         14  outside the home can perform their administrative

         15  and -- administrative and training duties for their

         16  Councils and Associations.

         17                 Establish and handle conflict that

         18  occurs in a timely manner.

         19                 Recognize those who show that they

         20  overcome obstacles to be successful.

         21                 Highlight schools and communities

         22  that show that collective unity benefits their

         23  children.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         25                 Next. Just identify yourself, please.
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          2                 MS. LINDENBERG: My name is Corinna

          3  Lindenberg, I'm the co-PA President from the Earth

          4  School on the Lower East Side, which is a public

          5  elementary school, and I'm CPAC representative for

          6  District 1, Lower East Side.

          7                 For me especially, parent involvement

          8  starts on the elementary school level. In my school

          9  we can say, if you don't catch them within the first

         10  two to three years, you miss them.

         11                 It also helps a lot that we have

         12  full-day pre-K, since parents in that age range of

         13  their children are most likely to feel very attached

         14  and engaged in their child's education.

         15                 If I can talk for myself, I will stay

         16  involved as long as I experience that I can make a

         17  difference. That is a vague say, because everybody

         18  has another opinion what level of impact that

         19  "difference" is actually defined by, but I think we

         20  all understand that a volunteer who cannot change

         21  things to the better will look for something else to

         22  do.

         23                 Having said that, I as a PA president

         24  cannot recommend to another parent to volunteer for

         25  the CEC in my district, since I wouldn't run it for
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          2  myself, there is no power left to the parents in

          3  that Council.

          4                 Speaking more of my experience, I

          5  want all of you to feel invited to come and visit my

          6  school, the Earth School, and learn from our daily

          7  routine. We consider our school a model school and

          8  you can see how parents, teachers and principals

          9  plus staff can work together at their best. Come and

         10  shop for ideas within the City.

         11                 I mentioned the full day pre-K that

         12  is the beginning of the wonderful things that you

         13  will face once you become a parent there.

         14                 The most important thing regarding

         15  parent involvement in our school is the physical

         16  access into the building we have on an every day

         17  level.

         18                 We bring our children to the

         19  classroom door in the morning and that is also where

         20  we receive them in the afternoon, except a little

         21  interference because of the 37 and a half minutes

         22  issue. We know each other. We know if somebody is

         23  sick, we know who your child is, we know what's

         24  going on because we see each other in school every

         25  day.
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          2                 We can look into the teacher's eyes

          3  twice a day, run into the principal, we can observe

          4  our children's work posted in the hallways year

          5  around, even look at projects in the classroom if we

          6  arrive early enough and all that makes the school

          7  building a second home.

          8                 The environment of my children

          9  becomes part of my environmental, and therefore I

         10  care.

         11                 There are a lot of other beautiful

         12  things in our school but they are not subject of

         13  this hearing.

         14                 How come that I am standing here and

         15  still want more? Because as soon as I leave my

         16  school building and act on behalf of my district on

         17  the Citywide level, there are a lot of obstacles

         18  appearing on every step I take.

         19                 It seems to be a pattern to keep

         20  parents busy with bake sales rather than really

         21  reaching out to their knowledge and offering them,

         22  us, a seat at the table where the decisions are

         23  made.

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: You're

         25  going to have to sum up the rest, please.

                                                            143

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 MS. LINDENBERG: Yes, I'm very fast.

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank

          4  you.

          5                 MS. LINDENBERG: We want to be part of

          6  the development of the curriculum because we are

          7  part of it already, when we help with homework and

          8  answer questions of our children.

          9                 Homebase and school life have to

         10  interweave and not to align. We want to part of the

         11  decision making about testing or cell phones. We

         12  want to be asked. We want smaller classes, proper

         13  funding, more staff, et cetera. Fixed buildings.

         14                 The Chancellor's Charter school mania

         15  should be seen as what it is, an attack against the

         16  democracy of public education in New York city.

         17                 It privatizes what should be operated

         18  by the public and fixed by the public.

         19                 Besides all the financial concerns,

         20  the union busting concerns, the educational

         21  concerns, there is also no mandate for PTAs in

         22  Charter schools and therefore these parents are

         23  their gain but our loss at CPAC, and in our

         24  community.

         25                 We don't want these topped-down
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          2  decisions and are sick of political-driven behavior

          3  on the overall administration's behalf, this we know

          4  better attitude.

          5                 Testing is not teaching, and to test

          6  good does not mean to learn good.

          7                 We need protection from No Child Left

          8  Behind and protection from an information tactic

          9  that only operates through newspapers --

         10                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Sum up

         11  does not mean quicker, in the future, okay?

         12  Everybody gets two minutes or we're not going to be

         13  done. Thank you.

         14                 MS. LINDENBERG: Can I finish? Okay.

         15                 We need protection from No Child Left

         16  Behind and protection from an information tactic

         17  that only operates through newspapers and certain

         18  radio stations.

         19                 CEC and Presidents Council needs to

         20  be able to communicate to PTA officers in their

         21  districts. There was and is mixed messages given to

         22  the Parent Support Office as regarding forwarding

         23  messages, resolutions and specifically information

         24  regarding this year's parent lobby day to PTAs.

         25                 Parent Support Offices must not send
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          2  or block communications based on what they consider

          3  would be authorized by DOE or Board of Education or

          4  Central. We need clarity on the policy of what

          5  support offices have to do and empower the

          6  Presidents Council to replace them in case they

          7  don't deliver; for example, like in a mandatory

          8  education.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         10                 MS. LINDENBERG: Oh, evaluation.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You don't have

         12  to read your testimony. Just talk from --

         13                 MS. LINDENBERG: You're more used to

         14  that. I'm afraid I might miss something.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Talk from what

         16  your knowledge is. That's what I want you to do.

         17                 MS. BRIDGES: The problem is there is

         18  so much to say.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I understand.

         20  But that's why --

         21                 MS. BRIDGES: Our voices will not be

         22  heard.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Excuse me. Let

         24  me finish. No, your voices are heard.

         25                 I'm allowing you to talk. I don't
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          2  want you to read your testimony.

          3                 MS. LINDENBERG: Okay.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You could submit

          5  100 pages of testimony, it will be considered. Now

          6  that you know you're limited time, and this is to

          7  everybody else, talk and say the points you need to

          8  make, and don't read your testimony. Because I don't

          9  want you to read. So, conclude, if you don't mind.

         10                 Conclusion. Conclusion.

         11                 MS. LINDENBERG: Okay. I want to offer

         12  you that it's happening on the local level, for me,

         13  my parent involvement works in my school building,

         14  and if you want to have possibilities for change

         15  that would go into a policy, you're very welcome and

         16  invited in my school to look and see and implement

         17  that. But as soon, as I said, as soon as I step out

         18  of my building, it's not happening. I'm not part of

         19  the game, and I want to be part of the game.

         20                 I don't understand why we are not

         21  trusted, because this is our heartbeat. This is our

         22  children. So we want to be, as you mentioned before,

         23  we want to be part of the decision-making before we

         24  are advised the other way around.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.
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          2                 Let me just say, I want to thank you

          3  for coming in and giving testimony. And I'm going to

          4  ask, I guess Chairman Johnson, since you're the

          5  Chair of CPAC, same question that I asked: Rate DOE

          6  as far as parent involvement. Based on the testimony

          7  of all three of you who are members of CPAC, I

          8  assume I know the answer. Rate them. Are they

          9  satisfactory, excellent, needs improvement,

         10  unsatisfactory? Either a numerical rating or a

         11  letter grade. Tim, on behalf of CPAC, rate them.

         12                 MR. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         13  At my daughter's school we don't have numerical or

         14  letter grades. We have exceeds standards, meets

         15  standards, approaches standards, area of concern or

         16  no evidence. When I started out doing this work a

         17  couple of years ago, I would have rated DOE as an

         18  area of concern. I regret to say in the second term,

         19  it has become no evidence. And no evidence is a

         20  failing grade at my daughter's school.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         22                 I want to thank you all for coming

         23  and giving testimony. Thank you.

         24                 The next panel is Ellen McHugh,

         25  Parent to Parent of New York State; Sherri Donders,
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          2  from Staten Island Federation of PTAs; Greg Smith

          3  from Learning Leaders; and Carmen Colon for ANYCEC.

          4  That's Association of New York Community Education

          5  Councils. Please come forward.

          6                 And I said earlier, there are the

          7  policy briefing documents of the City Council.

          8  They're on the back table, which basically gives a

          9  briefing of today's hearing. Copies are on the table

         10  in the back.

         11                 We have a form over here on the left

         12  table, if you have any issues or concerns, the form

         13  is issued by DOE, and also a City Council's form. So

         14  the policy briefing is on the back table for anyone

         15  that wants it. It will be on line in two weeks.

         16                 And ladies and gents, Ellen is here.

         17  Ellen. Sherri. Greg and Carmen? Is Carmen Colon

         18  here?

         19                 I'm going to ask you not to read your

         20  testimony, please. You can submit that in writing. I

         21  will ask you to please, if you can, stay within the

         22  two-minute time frame.

         23                 Ellen, you go first, please. Parent

         24  to Parent of New York State.

         25                 MS. McHUGH: If brevity is the soul of
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          2  wit, I'm going to be the friendliest person you meet

          3  today.

          4                 The biggest issue for us is the

          5  parent involvement at the local level when the child

          6  is evaluated and placed in special education

          7  services.

          8                 The Board of Education, or Department

          9  of Education, which ever way you want to slice it,

         10  is supposed to have a parent member at the Committee

         11  on Special Education. Parent members no longer

         12  exist. And for those that may still be functioning

         13  in an odd area, although that doesn't sound right,

         14  but in an odd area, are poorly trained.

         15                 We're asking that you encourage the

         16  Board of Education to contract with an outside

         17  agency to provide independent training of parent

         18  members.

         19                 We are the only state in the 50

         20  states that requires the presence of a parent

         21  member, and it is, or was initially quite an asset

         22  to the parent of children who have special needs.

         23                 The only other recommendation I could

         24  make is that the next time you have a hearing, the

         25  next time you have a hearing, I would prefer to have
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          2  the Board of Education be here while we presented.

          3                 I think that they need to hear much

          4  more from the public. Even if we are obsessing,

          5  which we do, but I think that they need to hear from

          6  us before they respond, or present their formal

          7  statements to you, it's inappropriate when the

          8  public is left to the last, and the people who need

          9  to hear us are gone from the room.

         10                 And I would also make this

         11  observation, which I have made before, nobody told

         12  Randi to hurry up or told Jill to hurry up, so I

         13  think sometimes we need to understand --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: They didn't read

         15  their testimony either.

         16                 MS. McHUGH: No, but I'm not either.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. And you

         18  didn't either, you're right. But when you're reading

         19  testimony that we already have in the record, we're

         20  going to ask you to just talk from your knowledge

         21  base and not read your testimony.

         22                 But you do have DOE representatives

         23  here. The Director for Government Affairs for DOE is

         24  here, and I believe we have, the Mayor's Legislative

         25  Affairs are here, and, you know, this is being
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          2  broadcast on WNYC.

          3                 MS. McHUGH: A mystery to most of us.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes, well, I'm

          5  just saying to you, there are representatives from

          6  DO here taking notes and listening to testimony.

          7                 Ideally, I would love to have the

          8  Chancellor and the Mayor and everybody sitting here

          9  to listen ideally.

         10                 MS. McHUGH: I agree with you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: But I can't

         12  force them to be here. They do have their

         13  representatives.

         14                 I'm sorry, who is next? Sherri from

         15  the Staten Island Federation of PTAs.

         16                 MS. DONDERS: I'm not going to read

         17  but I'm going to reference.

         18                 Good morning. And I would just like

         19  to thank you for the opportunity. First, I must say

         20  parent involvement to me, when you look up

         21  involvement, it means two parties. I have to be

         22  involved, and somebody has to listen to me before we

         23  could truly call it parent involvement.

         24                 We've been subjected to C30

         25  processes. When I started this system I actually
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          2  felt like somebody cared and somebody was listening.

          3  There was a way that I actually thought my input

          4  would make a difference, but it's come to the point

          5  where they've given me the questions, the answers

          6  and who they're going to pick anyway, and you know

          7  what? It's just a waste of our time.

          8                 The Panel for Educational Policy, I

          9  thought that was supposed to be a panel group, a

         10  parent group, excuse me. But all we've seen is

         11  Borough Presidents appoint people, and if you do not

         12  agree with their appoints, you're gone. So they

         13  don't no longer come to the parents to ask us what

         14  we feel for what purpose. The panel member can only

         15  do what the Borough President says.

         16                 Let's go to the CECs. I know that

         17  Staten Island is being spoken about, but they've

         18  given no power to them, they're an advisory board

         19  totally. They have no training. They have no teeth,

         20  and I don't believe that they know actually what

         21  they're supposed to do themselves, through, I have

         22  to say, no fault of their own.

         23                 I really want somebody to really

         24  listen to us. Parent coordinators were a wonderful

         25  thing. What happened? The principals hire them, the
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          2  principals fire them, and they're looking over their

          3  shoulder all the time.

          4                 They can't do anything that the

          5  principal tells them not to do. So now you have

          6  somebody who is supposed to advocate for the parents

          7  and what they're doing is looking over their

          8  shoulder constantly, being concerned with what the

          9  principal is going to say.

         10                 We tell them that they can't sit on

         11  the school leadership team as an official member.

         12  Well, how could they possibly? They're parent

         13  coordinators who we assume work for the parents, but

         14  yet, they're DOE employees. That's the biggest

         15  conflict. If they're going to parent coordinators,

         16  let them work for the parents. They're going to be

         17  DOE employees, then don't call them parent

         18  coordinators, call them something else.

         19                 But I need to have a uniformed voice,

         20  and I want parents to be heard, truly heard. I have

         21  two years left in the system. If I could see that

         22  happen, it would be a miracle.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         25                 What's your name again? I'm sorry,
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          2  just identify yourself again. I'm sorry. Go ahead.

          3                 MR. SMITH: Thank you. I'm Greg Smith.

          4  I'm from Learning Leaders. For those of you who

          5  don't know of us, we're celebrating 50 years of

          6  service to the children, parents and schools of New

          7  York City, and we deeply appreciate the support that

          8  the City Council and its individual members have

          9  given to the organization through the years.

         10                 I'm here to speak briefly about what

         11  is another way, you know, another method of parental

         12  involvement in schools. So, that's why I'm here.

         13                 As a reminder, the mission of

         14  Learning Leaders, a not-for-profit organization, is

         15  to help New York City students succeed by training

         16  volunteers to provide free tutoring and other

         17  school-based support. That's what we've been doing

         18  for 50 years. We have over 15,000 volunteers in the

         19  school every day. We're helping a quarter of a

         20  million students this year in nearly 1,000 of our

         21  schools.

         22                 Now, the point is that the majority

         23  of our volunteers are parents of public school

         24  students. We work with the Department of Education,

         25  and its Office of Parental Coordination, and we work
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          2  with the parent coordinators in the school through

          3  the organic way of getting the students to us and to

          4  our volunteers so we can help. So, we're a partner.

          5                 Each of our volunteers gives two

          6  hours of service a week at his or her school, and,

          7  again, to reiterate a final point, since over 12,000

          8  of our 15,000 volunteers are parents, we not only

          9  help the parents reach out to a student who perhaps

         10  lives in the neighborhood but is not their own

         11  child, to help him or her with reading, math,

         12  science, whatever, but then the parent goes home

         13  with those skills to his or her child and children

         14  and can impart the same sorts of things to them.

         15                 And lastly, parental involvement, of

         16  course, is obviously very important to our

         17  organization, and we'd like to think that parental

         18  involvement in the way we do it and the way that

         19  other organizations of our nature do it in New York

         20  City, helps strengthen the civil society of the

         21  place, because so many of our parents, so many of

         22  our parents come to us from countries all around the

         23  world, where a school represents a government, which

         24  can be an evil, forceful place, and we help them

         25  learn to navigate schools, to help their children,
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          2  to help the children that live in their

          3  neighborhoods.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

          6                 Our next panelist is Carmen Colon,

          7  Association of New York Community Education

          8  Councils.

          9                 Go ahead, Carmen, please.

         10                 MS. COLON: On behalf of the Board of

         11  the Association of New York City Education Councils,

         12  I thank you for the opportunity to speak.

         13                 I am going to have to refer because I

         14  have data.

         15                 Parent volunteers and their councils

         16  should not be under the auspices of the Department

         17  of Education. They should not be receiving funding

         18  to train, maintain, or have any authority over

         19  budgeting practices of parent groups.

         20                 This is a complete conflict of

         21  interest.

         22                 The Association believes the secret

         23  of successful parental engagement in decision-making

         24  seems to rest, first, in defining the respective

         25  roles and responsibilities; second, in clarity,
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          2  competence and confidence in the fulfillment of

          3  those responsibilities; and foremost, that we be

          4  allowed to fulfill these goals independent of any

          5  influence from the Department of Education.

          6                 The DOE to date has not provided

          7  parent groups with any of these elements. In fact,

          8  they have not been able to provide the necessary

          9  foundation for the success of any parent group with

         10  any consistency in this City of which they are

         11  legally accountable for.

         12                 In an example of our situation in New

         13  York City, I attended last year an all-day workshop

         14  and needless to say, it was three hours about PTAs

         15  and communication, and it was 45 minutes about

         16  zoning. I think that a critical State-mandated task

         17  should have had more attention and more examples.

         18                 The DOE has provided ethereal

         19  concepts on how these groups should be, look like

         20  and maintain, and that's no way to start an

         21  organization.

         22                 Strangers don't elect officers

         23  without having met and discussed vision goals or

         24  what they bring to the table, and, yet, councils are

         25  expected to assume roles that they know little of
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          2  within the first ten minutes.

          3                 I want to give you some statistics.

          4  This is causing parents to leave those positions and

          5  look elsewhere to devote their time, their energy

          6  and their money.

          7                 Based on the DOE's own logs, 37

          8  percent of the parents who initially held seats in

          9  the CDECs in the first term chose not to return.

         10  This is a significant loss of institutional memory.

         11                 What we're hoping is, it's very

         12  simple, we as parents first, leaders second, can be

         13  the best advocates for the interest of our children.

         14                 Parents don't get paid to be here,

         15  and we're parents 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

         16  If it were written into law that we should be

         17  independent government bodies, then prove it. Help

         18  us rewrite legislation that will finally make us

         19  independent and provide an agency whose only

         20  interest is in our success not theirs.

         21                 And on a very quick note, I take

         22  offense when people dismiss the work of any parent,

         23  parent leader or organization, regardless of the

         24  number of people in that organization. Someone to

         25  dismiss the work that myself and several members of
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          2  this audience they have done for two years, simply

          3  because we do not belong to a regular parent group,

          4  is absolutely disrespectful and I think they should

          5  take one of our classes. Because our classes has

          6  produced, not only your own district model,

          7  wonderful example of what a capital plan hearing

          8  should, but we went from four councils having had

          9  public hearings on the capital plan last year to

         10  over 75 percent. And I don't take the credit for it

         11  personally. I give that credit to the eight board

         12  members who spend their time, their efforts and

         13  their money to provide advocacy and support.

         14                 We don't represent, we advocate and

         15  we support for the hundreds of parents who call and

         16  say thank you for the petition, or thank you for the

         17  e-mail. That's all we look for.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, I want to

         20  thank you all for coming.

         21                 And I have a question or comment from

         22  my colleague, Peter Vallone, of Queens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         24  I'd just like to commend all of you, everyone who

         25  has testified and will testify. I mean, we've heard
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          2  from elected officials and union representatives and

          3  they're all well meaning, I'm sure, but there's

          4  nothing like listening to parents and I'm learning a

          5  lot while I sit here. Yes, and if every parent was

          6  like the people in this room, I don't think we would

          7  have almost any of the problems we have in the

          8  public school system.

          9                 But you all made some very good

         10  points, my question would be to anyone who would

         11  like to field it. One of your main problems were the

         12  fact that the parent coordinators are employees;

         13  what alternatives would you suggest?

         14                 MS. DONDERS: Independent individuals.

         15  It's not that hard to create something out of

         16  nothing really. Parents do it all the time. And

         17  they're not bad people, and for many -- this is the

         18  first year that some of the special education

         19  schools have ever had PTAs because of their hard

         20  work. It's not that they're bad people, it's that

         21  when people look, they see employee.

         22                 And the other thing I find is that

         23  the parent coordinators become the principals for

         24  us, because principals say to them, find out about

         25  buses, find out about school food, find out about
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          2  after school. Tell that mother that it's okay for

          3  her to come here at 2:00 but not at 3:30. Talk to

          4  them after school, give them your phone number,

          5  respond to them. The only suggestion I could make is

          6  that if you wanted to, maybe you could help the

          7  Board of Education put its money where its mouth is

          8  and give people two hours a month from the Board of

          9  Education, a time to volunteer in a school of their

         10  choosing. I think it would be worth it for people at

         11  the Board to come out of Tweed on a regular basis

         12  and be in a school.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Is there any

         14  example, you may not be in a position to know this,

         15  from another jurisdiction or City that you might

         16  point us to?

         17                 MS. DONDERS: Texas has a, not that I

         18  think Texas is great, but Texas had a plan that the

         19  parent coordinators got independent training. It

         20  just makes life easier for them, I think.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: We will look

         22  into that. Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Let me just ask

         24  a question, let's go back to Carmen. You're the

         25  president or chair of the Association of New York
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          2  City --

          3                 MS. COLON: New York City Education

          4  Councils.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Community

          6  Education Councils.

          7                 MS. COLON: Right.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Evaluate parent

          9  involvement, DOE's parent involvement. Satisfactory?

         10  I'm talking about in your official capacity as

         11  president of Association for New York CEC;

         12  satisfactory, excellent, needs improvement,

         13  unsatisfactory or numerical grade or letter grade?

         14                 MS. COLON: Irrelevant. They shouldn't

         15  be doing -- they shouldn't be maintaining or

         16  creating or handling budgets for parent

         17  organizations. But if you want a grade, completely

         18  unsatisfactory.

         19                 We don't want to be in existence, but

         20  we need to be.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Parent

         22  involvement encompasses more than just responsible

         23  for the budgets --

         24                 MS. COLON: I agree. I agree.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.
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          2                 MS. COLON: I agree. But if you don't

          3  feel comfortable as a volunteer, how are you going

          4  to feel comfortable listening to any information

          5  that's being brought out from the Administration?

          6  And that's what's so unfortunate.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Anybody else?

          8  You don't have to if you don't want to.

          9                 MS. McHUGH: A gentlemanly see (sic).

         10  They can't be too much of an advocate. They walk a

         11  fine line on whether or not they advocate for the

         12  parent or themselves. And bureaucracy advocates

         13  bureaucracy. Only because that's the natural state

         14  of the bureaucracy.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         16                 Sherri, you're the President of the

         17  Staten Island PTAs. On behalf of the Staten Island

         18  PTAs, you give a rating as far as DOE, as far as

         19  parent involvement.

         20                 MS. DONDERS: As far as parent

         21  involvement I'd have to say unsatisfactory.

         22                 But I would like to say that the

         23  majority of the parent coordinators and the parent

         24  support offices are doing their best within the

         25  realms of what they have. It's unfortunate that they
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          2  have to answer to the principal and not to the

          3  parents.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I want to thank

          5  you all for coming in and taking the time out of

          6  your busy day. Thank you very much.

          7                 Our next panel, and we were scheduled

          8  to go to one. It's almost one now, and we're going

          9  to continue to go. Another committee has moved into

         10  the committee room, so we're going to continue for

         11  at least another half an hour.

         12                 Benita Lovett Rivera, Parents of

         13  Henry Street School for International Studies.

         14  Darlene Fein, parent of a middle school child. And

         15  Michele Herman, PS 3 and IS 89 of Manhattan. Please

         16  come forward. Please sit down.

         17                 After this, please be prepared to

         18  move forward, Lilliana Diaz, Advocates for Children.

         19  Vanessa Leung, Coalition for Asian-American Children

         20  and Families; and Kenneth Cohen, the NAACP

         21  Metropolitan Council, you're next.

         22                 Okay, Benita Lovett-Rivera, Parents

         23  of Henry Street School for International Studies.

         24  You may begin.

         25                 Go ahead, please.
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          2                 MS. LOVETT-RIVERA: Thank you for the

          3  opportunity to speak.

          4                 I'm a parent of a high school

          5  student, 10th grader, and I'm concerned that he's

          6  going to end up being that one in ten who actually

          7  graduates with a Regents diploma in the next two

          8  years.

          9                 His school is partnered with Asia

         10  Society, and my concern is that parents don't know

         11  enough about the intermediary partners with the new

         12  small schools.

         13                 I certainly didn't know. I thought

         14  that my school was partnered with the Henry Street

         15  Settlement, 160-year old organization because of the

         16  name, but, in fact, I found that our partner, the

         17  Asia Society, certainly has a well-regarded name,

         18  but they have absolutely no track record in public

         19  education, they've got five schools, one in Staten

         20  Island on the Campus of the college of Staten

         21  Island, but here in New York City we have a

         22  secondary school, so it's mixed, middle and high

         23  school. One building that's shared with three other

         24  schools. The problems are outrageous, and there is

         25  no accountability. There is no one to go to. And
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          2  please believe me, I have advocated very strongly to

          3  try and get other parents involved, or to even make

          4  aware what's going on, having a big business partner

          5  involved in our small school. They are absolutely

          6  nonexistent. And since I've been there a year and a

          7  half, because my son did come in in January of last

          8  year, so it's been a year and a half since I've been

          9  there, not one e-mail, not one phone call, not one

         10  personal visit from the Asia Society to any of our

         11  parents association meetings or SLT meetings have

         12  they ever shown up.

         13                 They have not responded to us

         14  whatsoever, although they do provide wonderful

         15  marketing rhetoric about their parental involvement

         16  efforts, and certainly will call us a partner, but I

         17  have to say that partners, to me what a partnership

         18  is, particularly since I am the primary partner, I

         19  am the high-stake investor in this social experiment

         20  because I have put the most at risk, my child's

         21  future, my son's education, my son's opportunity to

         22  learn at the high school level competitive to what

         23  the best schools across the country are, because he

         24  will be competing for a seat at a college. And I am

         25  very, very concerned about how the school was
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          2  structured, about how the school is still continued

          3  to be run. I'm concerned about our parents

          4  association, which started because we're a secondary

          5  school. We started out having only middle school

          6  parents representing our PA, so there were no high

          7  school parents on our board.

          8                 I made a motion to have our bylaws

          9  changed because we went according to the

         10  Chancellor's regulations, but that was not changed

         11  until after the election. So, we're going into our

         12  third year now, starting our third year is the only

         13  time we will have a high school representative on

         14  our Parents Association. That's problematic.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: What's your

         16  conclusion?

         17                 MS. LOVETT-RIVERA: The conclusion is

         18  that parents, particularly within the small schools,

         19  we need to have special oversight and not just the

         20  Office of Small Schools, because they are not

         21  asking, they are not looking for parental

         22  involvement, maybe even the definition of what

         23  parental involvement means, we need to have that

         24  discussion because it is not stuffing envelopes, and

         25  it is not doing bake sales. It is absolutely having
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          2  a voice. And when the policy tables get set, there

          3  is no placesetting for parents, and as a primary

          4  partner, I not only want to have my voice heard, my

          5  concern, not just for my son but for all the

          6  students, particularly the students of color in this

          7  City, I want to make sure that parent voices are

          8  representative.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you. And

         10  if you have additional recommendations, please, you

         11  can e-mail or write us about that information.

         12                 MS. LOVETT-RIVERA: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Good. Our next,

         15  Darlene. I'm sorry, you're Darlene?

         16                 MS. FEIN: Fein.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Fein. Parent of

         18  a middle school child.

         19                 MS. FEIN: Yes.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Darlene, move

         21  up, please.

         22                 MS. FEIN: Okay.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Move up the mike

         24  so we can hear you loud and clear.

         25                 MS. FEIN: Yes.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Go ahead,

          3  please. Pull the mike up to you, Darlene. Pull it

          4  all the way up close. There you go. Yes.

          5                 MS. FEIN: Yes, I wanted to -- one of

          6  my main concerns was about the cell phone issue.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Darlene, move it

          8  up closer. Move it up to you.

          9                 There you go.

         10                 MS. FEIN: About the cell phone issue,

         11  and I'm a little concerned about parent involvement

         12  where Chancellor Klein isn't here, and the Deputy

         13  Mayor left when the parents and everybody else comes

         14  to speak.

         15                 I was also at a CEC District 2

         16  meeting last night on School Safety, and I forget

         17  the name, the Chairman of the Safety Committee,

         18  Glover, he didn't show up. So, I don't understand,

         19  you know, and with no explanation at all, and this

         20  is about parent involvement.

         21                 I also don't understand why even if

         22  the Deputy Mayor is here, and he's so adamant

         23  saying, we're not going to listen to you anyway,

         24  whatever you say, though, that's their policy about

         25  the cell phones, and it is a safety issue and things
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          2  can be scrambled, and when he was bringing up his

          3  situation, you know, people cheating, people could

          4  do that without a cell phone. The fight that he

          5  broke up, if he had his cell phone, he could have

          6  called 9-1-1, and I'm sure people could have called

          7  9-1-1, as a safety issue. And I think that also the

          8  idea that the classes are huge sizes, classes are

          9  too large, schools are overcrowded, and that's part

         10  of the problem that they can't control that, and

         11  they're looking for some kind of cosmetic issue,

         12  saying, oh, we're going to take away the cell phone,

         13  that that's going to do it, and that's not going to

         14  do it.

         15                 And I think the children will be

         16  nervous, the parents will be nervous, if you're

         17  going to cut off their lifeline.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, you know,

         19  you heard me, I don't know if you were here earlier,

         20  we have a hearing scheduled for June 14th on the

         21  whole cell phone issue, two of our colleagues,

         22  Letitia James of Brooklyn has submitted a legal

         23  request, put in a resolution regarding that issue,

         24  and my colleague Lew Fidler of Brooklyn has put in

         25  an intro which is proposing a law concerning this
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          2  particular matter. So, if it is not resolved by

          3  then, we will have a full blown-out hearing on that

          4  particular matter on June 14th.

          5                 Can you just complete, if you don't

          6  mind?

          7                 MS. FEIN: I just want to thank you,

          8  on behalf of what you do for public school children

          9  and for the parents.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You're welcome.

         11  It's a big job.

         12                 MS. FEIN: Okay.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you both

         14  for coming in. I appreciate your testimony.

         15                 And next we have Vanessa Leung from

         16  the Coalition of Asian-American Children and

         17  Families; Lilliana Diaz, Advocates for Children, and

         18  Kenneth Cohen, NAACP, Metropolitan Council. You can

         19  begin in that order, if you don't mind. And I hope I

         20  pronounced your last names correctly. If not,

         21  pronounce it for me, please.

         22                 MS. LEUNG: It's Vanessa Leung.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Leung.

         24                 MS. LEUNG: Yes.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Please begin.
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          2                 MS. LEUNG: Yes. I'm the Education and

          3  Policy and Program Coordinator for the Coalition for

          4  Asian-American Children and Families. We're the

          5  nation's only PanAsian children's advocacy

          6  organization. And I kind of wanted to bring up a

          7  couple of concerns. You have copies of my testimony.

          8                 One out of three APA households in

          9  New York City are linguistically isolated. A large

         10  number of the APA students in our public schools are

         11  children of immigrants, or immigrants themselves.

         12  And I wanted to bring up something that has, there

         13  are services that are in place, but, obviously,

         14  really untapped.

         15                 The Chancellor recently announced

         16  regulations about translation and interpretation

         17  services throughout the public school system. There

         18  is a unit of translation interpretation that has

         19  been started two years ago, and they have recently

         20  increased their budget.

         21                 At a policy convening that we hosted

         22  in February of 2006, the head of the Unit of

         23  Translation and Interpretation Services said that

         24  only a little over 100 schools out of the 1,300

         25  schools in New York City had actually utilized the
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          2  services of the unit. Obviously there is high need

          3  amongst a lot of our schools, and it's really

          4  important that the schools, there is, I guess, an

          5  understanding of translation interpretation because

          6  of communication is so important. And it's really

          7  important to pay attention to the needs of parents

          8  who are proficient in English and who need the

          9  services. So, I wanted to bring up that there is a

         10  lot of work that still needs to be done to ensure

         11  that all of our parents have equal access to the

         12  services and understand that there are all these

         13  resources available and that schools need to make

         14  real plans to really access those resources for

         15  their parents.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         17                 Lilliana Diaz, Advocates for

         18  Children.

         19                 MS. DIAZ-PEDROSA: Thank you.

         20                 My name is Lilliana Diaz-Pedrosa. I

         21  am the Center Without Walls Project Director at AFC,

         22  Advocates for Children, and I am here today on

         23  behalf of Alissa Hyman, the Executive Director.

         24                 Now, the issue of parental

         25  involvement --
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Sir, can you

          3  turn up her volume a little bit, if you don't mind?

          4  Turn up her volume just a little bit. Move the mike

          5  a little closer, please.

          6                 I'm a little hard of hearing. I have

          7  to feel and hear your voice. And I'm not feeling it.

          8  I'm hearing it slightly.

          9                 MS. DIAZ-PEDROSA: That's perfectly

         10  fine. Can you hear me better now?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes, I think so.

         12                 MS. DIAZ-PEDROSA: Does that work?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: A little better.

         14                 MS. DIAZ-PEDROSA: I'll try to speak

         15  up.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: There you go.

         17                 MS. DIAZ-PEDROSA: Okay. The issue of

         18  parental involvement, as we know, pervades all

         19  aspects of a child education. We're asking parents

         20  every day to take positions on crucial matters of a

         21  student. They have to sign legally binding

         22  documents, they have to go to meetings, and often in

         23  a language that they do not understand.

         24                 We all agree that parental

         25  involvement is a key factor in student success. It
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          2  is crucial to provide information, assistance and

          3  support to encourage parent participation in their

          4  children's education.

          5                 We also know that parents in the

          6  lowest-performing schools are often the least likely

          7  to be actively involved in monitoring the schools

          8  their children attend, and working towards that

          9  school's improvement.

         10                 The barriers for these parents

         11  participation are high and include the lack of

         12  information and individual assistance to obtain

         13  information about their children's services in

         14  education.

         15                 Many parents don't even have the most

         16  basic information about their education rights and

         17  about their children's education rights.  Laws and

         18  policies are constantly changing. The information

         19  available may be too dense to understand, and there

         20  is no monitoring over whether accurate information

         21  is actually reaching the parent.

         22                 While some strides have been made in

         23  this area and in others, there's a lot of work that

         24  remains to be done before we can fully say that

         25  parental involvement has been realized.
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          2                 We believe that training parents to

          3  understand the school system is critical to

          4  children's success in school. We have the following

          5  five recommendations that should provide ways to

          6  increase parental involvement by providing options

          7  for parents to understand and participate in their

          8  children's education.

          9                 First, create resources for increased

         10  parent training. Create a new RFP for parent support

         11  services that include parent groups with expertise

         12  to train schools and CBOs, Community-Based

         13  Organizations, and build the capacity of these CBOs

         14  so they can disseminate the information to their

         15  consumers.

         16                 Second, create a centralized source

         17  of information through an education help line. There

         18  is currently no centralized resource for parents to

         19  contact, when they need to get information about

         20  their student's schooling, outside from Advocates

         21  for Children, very small help line.

         22                 Third, convene a formal committee to

         23  give input into parent material. There is a great

         24  need for clear, user-friendly and accessible

         25  information for parents.
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          2                 Fourth, create a task force of

          3  stakeholders around the Chancellor's regulation

          4  governing translation in the next month, soon, in

          5  order to ensure a smooth roll-out and implementation

          6  of the regulation by the time the next school year

          7  begins.

          8                 And, finally, train constituents for

          9  the City Council. Apparently, Advocates for Children

         10  is planning to collaborate with the City Council to

         11  create a comprehensive, easy-to-read parent guide

         12  for Council Member constituents, but there is also a

         13  lot more work that needs to be done in that area,

         14  and I thank you for your listening.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         16                 Kenneth Cohen, NAACP, Metropolitan

         17  Council.

         18                 MR. COHEN: Good afternoon. My name is

         19  Ken Cohen. I'm the Regional Director for the

         20  Metropolitan Council of NAACP branches, which is the

         21  15 branches of New York City.

         22                 I bring you greetings from our State

         23  Conference President Hazel N. Dukes.

         24                 When we first heard about this

         25  hearing about two and a half weeks ago, we put a
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          2  call out to all of our branches to comprise

          3  information pertaining to parent involvement.

          4                 The one thing I want to say first is

          5  that we applaud and commend all parents for what

          6  they do in schools, because they do a phenomenal job

          7  as volunteers and we know what volunteering is in

          8  the NAACP.

          9                 We also understood that it is a

         10  difficult task to collect data in two and a half

         11  weeks. We did get some information and it was

         12  variable. It went from the good to the bad. Mostly

         13  the bad.

         14                 We found that there were parents that

         15  were active and could not work with the

         16  Administration of Teachers. Or we found that there

         17  were parents that were very active and outspoken and

         18  they weren't heard from, their opinions weren't

         19  heard, and we took offense to that, which is why

         20  today we are here to say that we know that today we

         21  cannot hear everybody's word, but we know that the

         22  City Council cannot do this job alone, so we as the

         23  NAACP Metropolitan Council would like to enlist the

         24  City Council and all the parents in the different

         25  districts to join with us to have hearings to
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          2  continue these efforts to get the word out so that

          3  by the time September starts the data and

          4  information has been compiled to right all the

          5  wrongs that we are hearing today to correct the

          6  involvements.

          7                 We, as a group, especially my own

          8  personal involvement, has seen that it takes awhile.

          9  It took us seven months when we gave information to

         10  a district to help a PTA that was in desperate need

         11  of help and their response was we want the president

         12  to resign.

         13                 So, we take offense to some of the

         14  things that were said. We do want to stand, we do

         15  want to stand with the parents and send a loud

         16  message back to the DOE and the Administration that

         17  parents are essential to success of our future,

         18  which is our children.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I want to thank

         21  you all for coming in, but let me say that Lilliana

         22  Diaz, you represent Advocates for Children, the

         23  former Executive Director, Jill Chaifitz was a

         24  member of the City Council Commission to Implement

         25  CFE, and she was also a Board member for the CFE,
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          2  the Campaign for Fiscal Equity, and I worked with

          3  her very closely and her loss is the entire City's

          4  and country's loss, and we have a proposal in front

          5  of us for the Advocates for Children's Help Line

          6  that we, City Council, will be considering whether

          7  to fund or not. I think that would be an excellent

          8  tribute to your former Executive Director.

          9                 MS. DIAZ-PEDROSA: Thank you, sir. It

         10  would be.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I want to thank

         12  you all for coming in. I'll ask you this question,

         13  you don't have to answer it, if you can evaluate on

         14  behalf of your organization -- if you can't, don't

         15  do it -- whether or not the relationship as far as

         16  DOE and parent involvement, if you could just say,

         17  you know, either satisfactory or unsatisfactory, or

         18  if you cannot comment because you're a staff member,

         19  that's okay also.

         20                 MS. LEUNG: I would definitely say

         21  there is a needs improvement.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         23                 MS. LEUNG: Especially in terms of

         24  translation and interpretation services, getting

         25  down to the schools where mostly the parents are is
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          2  really important, and right now the capacity is not

          3  there.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Advocates for

          5  Children, if you can? If you don't, it's okay also.

          6                 MS. DIAZ-PEDROSA: I would agree that

          7  there is need for improvement, particularly in

          8  limited English proficient community and also in

          9  vulnerable, at-risk communities, such as parents who

         10  are experiencing homelessness, parents who are

         11  experiencing domestic violence, et cetera.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         13                 And Ken Cohen?

         14                 MR. COHEN: Coming from the NAACP,

         15  which brought about Brown v. Board and fought for

         16  quality education for all people --

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Right.

         18                 MR. COHEN: Unsatisfactory. Because if

         19  all parents aren't involved, then no parent is

         20  involved.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 Our next panel is Sara Burke, PS 16,

         24  School Leadership Team, as a parent member. Jim

         25  Devor, a CEC, I think 15. Marvin Shelton, Community
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          2  District Education Council No. 10, if you're here?

          3  And Lisa Domain? She's coming back tonight. Okay,

          4  Lisa is coming back tonight. Okay, you've got

          5  Marvin? Okay, Marvin, come on. Jim, is he here? No.

          6  Okay. The two of you may begin.

          7                 Sara Burke, I assume?

          8                 MS. BURKE: Yes. Thank you very much

          9  for the opportunity.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Where is 16

         11  located at? What borough? What region?

         12                 MS. BURKE: It's in Staten Island.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         14                 MS. BURKE: In Tompkinsville.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, very good.

         16  Thank you.

         17                 MS. BURKE: Thanks again for the

         18  opportunity to address the issue of parent

         19  involvement in our City public school system. I am

         20  Sara Burke. I serve on the school leadership team at

         21  PS 16, a so-called "failing" school under No Child

         22  Left Behind, where my seven-year old daughter is in

         23  second grade, and I have a kindergartner starting

         24  next year.

         25                 I don't have much time, so let me get
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          2  to my main points.

          3                 One, our school constituencies, the

          4  families and students, the teachers, the

          5  administrators, the remaining staff, are so

          6  profoundly far from functioning as a collaborative

          7  community that it's have a deleterious affect on the

          8  students and their ability to learn.

          9                 Two, my discussions with parents in

         10  similar situations in other boroughs convinces me

         11  that this problem is systemic, it is system-wide.

         12                 Three, the present administrative

         13  structure, while it pays lip service to parent

         14  involvement, is actually promoting the state of

         15  affairs.

         16                 Regarding the situation at PS 16,

         17  since the beginning of Mayor control of the school

         18  system, PS 16 parent delegates to the school

         19  leadership team have brought up concerns about a

         20  number of issues; lack of physical education and

         21  playtime for children to form social bonds, about

         22  the inappropriate use of punishments, such as

         23  punitive calisthenics and the use of commercial

         24  videos as a pacifier, sometimes with pirated movies

         25  that we wouldn't even let our children watch at
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          2  home; about the enforcement of silent lunch periods,

          3  and the persistent problem of school staff yelling

          4  at, and sometimes even bullying the children, around

          5  80% of whom at our school are African-American and

          6  native Spanish language speaking immigrants.

          7                 These concerns are documented in the

          8  minutes of the School Leadership Team going back for

          9  the past several years, minutes in which parents

         10  have repeatedly asked for explanations to these

         11  issues and have offered to work on corrective

         12  policies, but have consistently been met with

         13  denials and obfuscation on the part of the

         14  Administration.

         15                 Our principal at PS 16 has declared

         16  to the School Leadership Team that the role of

         17  parents on the body is consultative only. This

         18  denies us the collaborative participation that is

         19  our right and that is required by the Chancellor's

         20  regulations.

         21                 Our school administration has worked

         22  actively to prevent the formation of a genuinely

         23  collaborative community, and has fostered divisions

         24  between the parents constituency and the other

         25  constituencies on the leadership team.
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          2                 I'm sorry to say that those in the

          3  Principals Union, as well as those elected from DC

          4  37 and the UFT serving on the leadership team have

          5  been complicit in opposing the discussion of parent

          6  concerns about the violation of our children's human

          7  rights.

          8                 In the meantime, our children are not

          9  receiving a sound education. Like many schools in

         10  New York City's poorer neighborhoods, PS 16 is

         11  overcrowded, understaffed and in desperate need of

         12  adequate resources. The school administration

         13  actively covers up this sorry state of affairs, in

         14  my opinion, which is made worse by the ironclad rule

         15  of No Child Left Behind and the brand of

         16  anti-democratic control of the school system by the

         17  Mayor and the Chancellor.

         18                 This promotes corporate management

         19  ethics instead of a human-oriented education. I'll

         20  conclude, I agree with the activists of the

         21  Independent Commission On Public Education, ICOPE,

         22  that the only way to guarantee human rights in New

         23  York City's -- for New York City's children, is

         24  through a total system change, based on the human

         25  rights principals.
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          2                 I agree with the ICE Caucus of the

          3  UFT, that the City's working people and poor are

          4  crying out for a strong teachers union that is not

          5  within the orbit of the Governor, Mayor or the

          6  school's chancellor. And I find it shocking that we,

          7  as a nation, find the billions necessary to wage war

          8  in Iraq, but will not provide the means to the

          9  education that our children have a right to. Neither

         10  the democratic party or the republican party is

         11  providing any meaningful leadership in this way, and

         12  in my opinion, parents are on our own. We need an

         13  independent parents union, the teachers need a

         14  democratic union, and New York City and New York

         15  State need independent political representation on

         16  these issues.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         18                 Marvin Shelton, Community District

         19  Education Council No. 10. Where is No. 10 at?

         20                 MR. SHELTON: Northwest Bronx,

         21  Riverdale, Norwood.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, go ahead,

         23  please. You may begin, sir.

         24                 MR. SHELTON: Well, if I recall, back

         25  a few months ago I was invited to a meeting over at
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          2  Tweed where a number of parents, board officers and

          3  CBOs were gathered. It was called by New York State

          4  Regents, and they were reviewing their

          5  parent-involvement policy, and it was discovered

          6  that they hadn't looked at their parent-involvement

          7  policy since 1991. So, congratulations, you're way

          8  ahead of the game in terms of the State.

          9                 My relationship with Tweed is

         10  two-fold: I am the present of the Community

         11  Education Council, but I'm also a parent, and

         12  actually my wife is a PA president, so I get the

         13  whole gamut of parental involvement from doing the

         14  homework to the SLT to the community.

         15                 You're going to ask me the question

         16  does it need improvement? A lot of improvement. The

         17  Board is very good in terms of communicating, you

         18  know, sending out information, but as one of the

         19  earlier panelists said, it's not always in the most

         20  intelligible way for a parent to understand. They

         21  speak about education really to educators, but for a

         22  parent it's very hard to understand what exactly

         23  their meaning here. You have to be able to read

         24  between the lines.

         25                 My experience with Office of Parent
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          2  Engagement has been very good, but I think I'm one

          3  of the few ones that actually get invited to some of

          4  their higher-up and pilot focus group meetings, and

          5  it's somewhat disappointing that there's only maybe

          6  four or five really active CDECs within the City

          7  that are, as they would call, say functioning. And

          8  that's about it. I would love to have some questions

          9  about actually what goes on in a CEC, what they say

         10  works.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: What actually

         12  goes on in your CEC?

         13                 MR. SHELTON: Well, we have

         14  State-mandated activities that we're supposed to

         15  evaluate the superintendents --

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Under the law,

         17  my understanding, you're supposed to be responsible

         18  in improving zoning changes in your district.

         19                 MR. SHELTON: I would doubt that we,

         20  or any CEC is ever going to get that opportunity.

         21                 The reason I say that is because all

         22  the new schools that are being proposed are either

         23  Charter schools, as was mentioned earlier, or the

         24  big six through 12 high school, which would not fall

         25  under a CEC's realm.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

          3                 I'll ask the question of both of you.

          4  You're a CEC member of --

          5                 MR. SHELTON: District 10.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: -- District 10,

          7  which District 10 is the largest school district in

          8  the City of New York?

          9                 MR. SHELTON: Yes, my car's mileage

         10  shows that.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You remember,

         12  how long have you been a member of CEC?

         13                 MR. SHELTON: Two years.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Two years.

         15                 DOE, with respect to parent

         16  involvement, and parent involvement involves a whole

         17  lot of things, you evaluate them.

         18                 MR. SHELTON: Having spoken with

         19  former President Council members and former Board

         20  members --

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And from your

         22  experience.

         23                 MR. SHELTON: And from my experience,

         24  it's getting a little bit better but there was a big

         25  drop-off compared to, you might say, five years ago.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And Sherri,

          3  right?

          4                 MS. BURKE: Sara.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Sara.

          6                 You are a School Leadership Team

          7  member, a parent member?

          8                 MS. BURKE: That's correct.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: How long have

         10  you been a member of the School Leadership Team?

         11                 MS. BURKE: For this school year.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: This school

         13  year. Were you involved in a parents association

         14  prior to that in an officer capacity?

         15                 MS. BURKE: No, not an elected

         16  capacity.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: But you used to

         18  attend parent association meetings and what have

         19  you?

         20                 MS. BURKE: I have attended parent

         21  association meetings, yes.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And how long

         23  have you been a parent at that school?

         24                 MS. BURKE: Three years.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Three years.

                                                            191

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 MS. BURKE: Yes.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: So, as a School

          4  Leadership Team, I can assume your evaluation based

          5  on what your comments were, but you evaluate DOE

          6  with respect to parent involvement. And you can tell

          7  me whether or not that's from a systemwide, a

          8  regionwide or a local schoolwide?

          9                 MS. BURKE: Well, I speak for myself.

         10  It is unsuccessful. Parent involvement is in a

         11  crisis in our school and as I said in my testimony,

         12  from discussions with other parents involved in

         13  other schools across the City, I believe that it is

         14  a systemwide problem, and that there is

         15  unsatisfactory progress.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I want to thank

         17  you both for coming in to give testimony. Thank you.

         18                 The next panel is Cecelia Blewer,

         19  from the ICOPE, the Independent Commission On Public

         20  Education. And also E. Jim Dike, Urban Justice

         21  Center and National Economic and Social Rights

         22  Initiative.

         23                 She'll tell me if I pronounced her

         24  name incorrectly, I am sure. I apologize.

         25                 So, Cecelia from ICOPE Independent
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          2  Commission on Public Education, you're first, and E.

          3  Jim Dike, from Urban Justice Center and National

          4  Economic and Social Rights Initiative, you're

          5  second.

          6                 Please begin. Press the mike, please.

          7  Pull it up closer to you.

          8                 MS. BLEWER: Okay. All right, thank

          9  you. What we would like to say today from ICOPE is

         10  that we are experiencing what amounts to a human

         11  rights crisis in our school system.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Cecelia, forgive

         13  me, please.

         14                 MS. BLEWER: Yes.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: This is the last

         16  panel for this afternoon. I beg your forgiveness. I

         17  must run. We were scheduled to leave at 1:00, I'll

         18  probably leave here at 1:45, and we will pick up

         19  again at 5:00 p.m. If you're on the list here, we

         20  apologize. If you cannot come, we will be glad, Jan

         21  Atwell will be glad to take your testimony to be

         22  entered into the record.

         23                 I apologize for running late like we

         24  did. It's unfortunate we have, but this is going to

         25  be the last panel this afternoon. And the survey,
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          2  Jan, hold it up. We're asking here, there's a

          3  survey, if you want to input questions or opinions.

          4  There is both DOE and City Council survey over here,

          5  if you have a question or a concern.

          6                 And also the briefing papers in the

          7  back. Cecelia, please.

          8                 MS. BLEWER: Okay. To get back to what

          9  I was saying, from our perspective we are

         10  experiencing a human rights crisis in our schools.

         11  Parents are being systematically denied their civil

         12  and political rights to participation in the school

         13  system, as well as their rights as parents to

         14  decision making in their children's education.

         15                 So, when we talk about human rights,

         16  I think it's important that parent participation in

         17  human rights, it's important to understand there are

         18  two rights that are intertwined, one is the civil

         19  and political right to participation that any member

         20  of the public has, and the other is the right of a

         21  parent to function as a parent.

         22                 And for a child to be guided and

         23  supported by a parent because the child also has

         24  rights as well.

         25                 What we believe is that in the
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          2  enjoyment of these two entwined human rights,

          3  parents have lost major ground under mayoral

          4  control, and that mechanisms like parent

          5  associations, School Leadership Teams and district

          6  level governance, which were designed by State law

          7  to give parents a mechanism for participation, have

          8  become vestigial bodies. Decision-making is coming

          9  down with no democratic participation. There is

         10  almost no training occurring and little access to

         11  information about how resources are spent,

         12  especially above the school level.

         13                 Moreover, there is very little

         14  accountability in the system beyond the blame game.

         15  And the rights of public school families have no

         16  clear complaint process of redress of particular

         17  wrongs. The superintendent, the district

         18  superintendent, the statutory authority, there is no

         19  real authority. District educational councils have

         20  had no training, they don't know what their

         21  responsibilities are, and parents are told to e-mail

         22  a Chancellor or call 3-1-1 if they have a problem,

         23  and thus the community has no oversight of how or if

         24  wrongs get righted, and the right to remedy and the

         25  right to monitor are, I must say, integral to all
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          2  human rights.

          3                 So, here, we think the system is

          4  absolutely disastrous and there's not a whole lot

          5  you can do, but here are some suggestions.

          6                 One is to -- we believe there is a

          7  conflict of interest with the Board of Education

          8  having jurisdiction over parent bodies, and they

          9  must be removed from the jurisdiction of the Board

         10  of Education, and they could be placed with the

         11  Public Advocate's Office or the City Comptroller's

         12  Office, but that must happen.

         13                 We also recommend that the City

         14  Council work with human rights groups, civil rights

         15  groups, parents and advocates and come up with a

         16  booklet on parents rights and the public school

         17  system, so that parents, both as members of the

         18  public and as heads of families can have information

         19  about how to seek remedies both within the school

         20  system and outside of it.

         21                 And, finally, we recommend that City

         22  Council acknowledge the seriousness of this problem

         23  and demonstrate its commitment to democratic and

         24  family rights by voting to censor the Mayor for his

         25  abysmal record in honoring the rights of public
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          2  school parents and for jeopardizing the education of

          3  1.1 million school children.

          4                 And what we wish to conclude is that

          5  all human rights, this is important, all human

          6  rights are indivisible and interdependent, so the

          7  failure to honor the rights to participate in the

          8  school system has, in fact, led to the erosion of

          9  educational quality in the school systems now. And

         10  it's no surprise to us that no clear indicator

         11  points to school improvement or improved educational

         12  outcomes under Mayoral control.

         13                 So, it is ultimately the children and

         14  their education which are suffering from the neglect

         15  and abuse of parents human rights to participate in

         16  the school system.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you. Do we

         18  have your testimony?

         19                 MS. BLEWER: Yes.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: We have it,

         21  okay.

         22                 Pronounce your name for me, please.

         23                 MS. DIKE: Yes, it's EJim Dike.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. So I did

         25  pronounce it correct at first?

                                                            197

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 MS. DIKE: Yes.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes, somewhat.

          4  Okay. Thank you.

          5                 MS. DIKE: Yes, no problem.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: So you're

          7  representing the Urban Justice Center National

          8  Economic and Social Rights Initiative?

          9                 MS. DIKE: I'm representing two

         10  organizations, yes. Urban Justice Centers Human

         11  Rights Project, as well as the National Economic and

         12  Social Rights Initiative.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, very good.

         14  Two.

         15                 MS. DIKE: Yes. And thanks for having

         16  me.

         17                 The Human Rights Project is a

         18  domestic human rights organization, so I want to

         19  just second what Cecelia said and what Sara Burke

         20  said about us needing to overhaul the whole system,

         21  and really ground it in Human Rights law. There are

         22  established models in the human rights system that

         23  guide us and show us how we can have a more

         24  effective education system. So, I encourage us to

         25  look to that, and if you need those kinds of models,
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          2  we can give them to you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Please give it

          4  to us.

          5                 MS. DIKE: Okay.

          6                 As key stakeholders in the

          7  educational process, parents and communities have a

          8  right to participation, but not just participation,

          9  meaningful participation in the running of schools,

         10  and a lot of what we've been talking about is

         11  participation, but almost felt as if the Department

         12  of Education thought that participation was solely

         13  providing information.

         14                 It's not just that, yes, it's

         15  important to provide information that's concise,

         16  that's easy to understand, and is one in different

         17  languages, but it's also having the power to impact

         18  decision-making processes and that's part of

         19  meaningful participation that I feel we haven't

         20  talked enough about.

         21                 In 2003, the staff at the National

         22  Economic and Social Rights Initiative produced a

         23  report documenting the failure to meaningful

         24  participation in New York City schools. I've

         25  distributed that report.
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          2                 Unfortunately, three years later,

          3  things have remained the same, if not worse.

          4                 Structures for a parent involvement

          5  do not give real power to parents. Parents are

          6  denied even access to school buildings and to staff

          7  and they're not provided with training on how to

          8  participate most effectively.

          9                 I just wanted to offer two

         10  suggestions on what we can do to improve the school

         11  beyond really what should be the larger goal of

         12  figuring out how we can overhaul the system and

         13  ground it more in a human rights framework.

         14                 One is that we need to give these

         15  parent structures approval or veto power over key

         16  decisions and the authority to hire and evaluate key

         17  administrators, including superintendents and

         18  principals.

         19                 And two, what we need is to figure

         20  out how we can make the parent coordinators more

         21  independent, and figure out how we can have

         22  independent advocates that are supervised by an

         23  office that is sort of like, what is the Office of

         24  Budget? Not OMB, but Independent Budget Office, that

         25  are not under the DOE. That way they have the
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          2  freedom to full advocate on behalf of the parents.

          3  Thanks.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, I want to

          5  thank you, both, for coming in.

          6                 If you can, you both represent

          7  organizations, Cecelia, you're representing ICOPE,

          8  and EJim, you're representing two organizations; can

          9  you evaluate in your official capacity, if you were

         10  to evaluate DOE, as far as parent involvement, would

         11  you rate it satisfactory, excellent, needs

         12  improvement, unsatisfactory, or a numerical rating

         13  or a letter grade? Whatever you prefer. If you

         14  can't, it's okay also.

         15                 MS. BLEWER: It's disastrous. It's

         16  abusive.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         18                 MS. BLEWER: It's beyond failure.

         19                 I went to a school that had failure

         20  and abysmal failure. They actually made that

         21  distinction. This is abysmal failure.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, EJim.

         23                 MS. DIKE: Same here. From what I've

         24  heard, it's definitely very unsatisfactory.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, I want to
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          2  thank you all for coming in.

          3                 There is a flyer here. The New York

          4  City Council's Black, Latino and Asian Caucus is

          5  hosting a weekend where the issue is poverty, and

          6  Jan has a copy of the information here, if you'd

          7  like to have it.

          8                 Thank you all for coming in. We will

          9  resume this hearing at 5:00 this evening. Recess,

         10  I'm sorry. We're recessing now. We're resuming he

         11  hearing at 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Committee

         12  Room; is that correct? We may be right here in the

         13  Chambers. Thank you. This hearing is recessed.

         14                 (Recess taken.)

         15                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: My name is

         16  Maria Carmen Arroyo, a Council member for the Bronx,

         17  and I have been asked to pinch hit for Council

         18  Member Jackson, who is on his way, but we want to

         19  start, resume the Education Committee hearing on

         20  Parent Involvement in the New York City Public

         21  School System.

         22                 We started this morning at 10:00. I

         23  want to thank all of you who have been here all day

         24  and waited and came back.

         25                 The Committee held the first part of
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          2  the hearing this morning, and many did not get a

          3  chance to speak, so we want to try to do that now.

          4                 As I said, Chairperson Jackson is on

          5  his way, and I think his arrival is eminent.

          6                 Before we begin, I just want to say

          7  that there is a press conference outside regarding a

          8  cell phone issue. Although it's an issue of

          9  importance to all of us, I want to remind us that

         10  this hearing is about parent involvement, and as

         11  Council Member Jackson stated this morning in the

         12  first part of the hearing, there is a hearing

         13  scheduled on that issue on June 14th, and I will ask

         14  any of you who are going to give testimony in this

         15  part of the hearing to please keep your testimony to

         16  the issue at hand, parent involvement.

         17                 And also, if you were here this

         18  morning, you heard many times over, please summarize

         19  your statements. Don't read your testimony.

         20                 We do receive a copy of it. It does

         21  get reviewed by staff very carefully and entered

         22  into the record completely.

         23                 So, please summarize your statements.

         24  We will put you on a permanent clock. So, you know,

         25  we don't want to be rude. We don't want to interrupt
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          2  you. So, cooperation is important. And with that

          3  said, I want to call up the first panel.

          4                 Sam Greenberg from CPAC. And I don't

          5  know what else you do. Laura Cavalleri. And Adriane

          6  Paniagua, from Highbridge Community Center.

          7  Highbridge Life Community Center.

          8                 Okay, you guys can flip a coin and

          9  you may begin. Identify yourself for the record.

         10                 MR. GREENBERG: I'm Sam Greenberg, the

         11  PTA President at the Academy of American Studies in

         12  Long Island City. I'm the Region 4 High School

         13  Presidents Council Delegate to CPAC, and I've been

         14  on CPAC for about ten years now. My son is a senior

         15  in high school, another two months and I escape the

         16  system with my life, so I'm glad.

         17                 I'd like to invite the Council and

         18  everyone here's attention to the precept written on

         19  the ceiling here. "A government of the people, by

         20  the people, and for the people." And that precept

         21  has been violated by our Department of Education.

         22  Instead, it's turned into a mini-cremlin where

         23  decisions are made and then perhaps they'll ask

         24  whether we like them or have any comment.

         25                 In asking for comments, the way it's
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          2  often done is they'll tell us that they're going to

          3  work on some specific subject, such as the

          4  Chancellor's regulation on parent associations. CPAC

          5  will invariably say, we have parents who would like

          6  to work with you in the formulation of your policy.

          7  They say, oh, that's a great idea, and that's where

          8  it dies.

          9                 Then what happens is CPAC is

         10  presented with the draft for comment. Well, CPAC

         11  consists of presidents, and the role of the

         12  president is to preside, not to decide. So, when

         13  something is presented to us, we have to go back to

         14  our constituent bodies, which are the presidents

         15  councils, and discuss it with them who then have to

         16  return to their constituent bodies, which are the

         17  parent associations, to get opinion and decisions

         18  and then it flows back up.

         19                 Guess what? It can never be done in

         20  the time frame that's allotted by the Board of

         21  Education. So, essentially, we are given edichts. We

         22  used to have community school boards, which were

         23  responsive to their voter constituency and provided

         24  us with an opportunity to influence policy on a

         25  local level. They've been replaced by a neutered
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          2  organization, the various Community District

          3  Education Councils. The only reason they exist is

          4  the State required that they exist without any

          5  meaningful authority or power. And this has been a

          6  major turnoff to the people who volunteer their many

          7  hours to work on them and they just don't have any

          8  influence resulting in apathy throughout the system.

          9                 If I had a magic wand, I would

         10  reexamine the role of the community district

         11  education councils to empower them with many of the

         12  powers that the community school boards had prior to

         13  their dissolution.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Thank you, Mr.

         15  Greenberg.

         16                 And before we go on, I would like to

         17  acknowledge we've been joined by Council member, my

         18  colleague in the Bronx, Council Member Foster, and

         19  Council Member Felder. Also my colleague from

         20  another land. Brooklyn.

         21                 Thank you, Simcha for keeping it

         22  real.

         23                 Ms. Cavalleri.

         24                 MS. CAVALLERI: My testimony is

         25  entitled "Proud To Say." My name is Laura A.
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          2  Cavalleri, and I am dyslexic. This learning

          3  difference is hereditary in my family, so because I

          4  recognize the learning difference in my pre-school

          5  son, I began attending workshops and conferences

          6  given by the New York Branch, International Dyslexia

          7  Association.

          8                 I was excited when I learned that the

          9  New York City School System would be using the

         10  Wilson Reading Program starting in 2004. In March

         11  and April of 2005, I called Nancy Ramos, Community

         12  Superintendent District 31 and Stephanie Sussman,

         13  Lead Regional Administrator of Special Education,

         14  Region 7, and asked them about the Wilson Programs

         15  in the Staten Island Elementary Schools. Both Ms.

         16  Ramos and Ms. Sussman personally assured me that my

         17  home zone school, PS 57, had the Wilson Reading

         18  Programs from grade K through 5. And in addition to,

         19  PS 57 used the Title 1 funds to train an additional

         20  30 teachers to use the Wilson programs.

         21                 In November of 2005 at a CEC meeting,

         22  Ms. Ramos and Ms. Sussman addressed the attendees at

         23  this special meeting in saying that some of the

         24  schools on Staten Island would be using the Wilson

         25  Program, and how great that it was that PS 57 and an

                                                            207

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  IS school -- pardon me, I don't remember -- trained

          3  an additional 30 teachers in the program. So, when

          4  Ms. Ramos and Ms. Sussman made this proud statement

          5  again at April 2006 CEC 31 meeting, with special

          6  guests, Linda Werniokk, Deputy Superintendent

          7  Special Education Initiatives, at my proper turn I

          8  addressed the forum and added my proud statement

          9  about PS 57, that I enrolled my son at PS 57 in

         10  September of 2005 for kindergarten, and when I asked

         11  the Assistant Principal about the additional 30

         12  teachers, she did not give me an answer. And when I

         13  asked the principal at the September PTA meeting, he

         14  said that PS 57 had some additional teachers

         15  trained, but they weren't using the Wilson Reading

         16  Program because they did not have the program

         17  supplies, that the funds were being held up at the

         18  Department.

         19                 It's almost done. It's a good story.

         20                 So, because of my e-mail to the Mayor

         21  of November 2005 and the Chancellor, I received a

         22  return e-mail from Linda Werniokk and she gave to me

         23  the name and number of the person to contact for

         24  Wilson at the DOE, and I called.

         25                 In January in 2006, PS 57 received
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          2  their supplies and additional training. To my

          3  dismay, as I was making this proud statement, the

          4  CEC 31, then President Ms. Sweeney, Ms. Ramos and

          5  Ms. Sussman, tried to overshout me. I, too, just

          6  wanted to make my proud contribution statement I

          7  added, this conduct by these leaders is not how to

          8  get parent cooperation and respect.

          9                 I do want to give a special thank you

         10  to Linda Werniokk for her assistance and for letting

         11  just the parent be involved. And because of Linda

         12  Werniokk's interest and assistance, I want to

         13  continue working with the Learning Difference

         14  Students in again asking to model a school for their

         15  methodology in working with Learning Difference

         16  Students, our present Level 1 and 2 students.

         17                 The Renzulli SchoolWide Enrichment

         18  Program is being used in only four schools on Staten

         19  Island, and at a recent CEC meeting, three

         20  principals were able to make a presentation on how

         21  great this program is, and that the principal of PS

         22  48 had this proud statement to say, that the program

         23  was great and that all her level students advanced,

         24  that her Level 3 and 4 did, as expected, good, but

         25  her Level 1 and 2's, the hard to read, the maths,
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          2  were gifted in the arts, music, and drama students

          3  and did exceptionally good through this program. All

          4  levels students worked from each other.

          5                 The DOE would not have a problem

          6  educating all level students and can do this without

          7  the additional 37 and a half minutes, because the

          8  Renzulli SchoolWide Enrichment Program is a teaching

          9  methodology to be modeled in all our New York City

         10  schools, for it does what the DOE is supposed to do

         11  --

         12                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Ms.

         13  Cavalleri, please.

         14                 MS. CAVALLERI: -- Enrich all and

         15  educate all level students. Thank you.

         16                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Thank you.

         17                 I'll reiterate the statement before

         18  we started the hearing again. We will keep you to

         19  two minutes, and please do not read your testimony.

         20  Summarize your statements. We will have a copy of

         21  the full testimony and enter it into the record.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 MR. PANIAGUA: Good afternoon,

         24  everyone. My name is Adriane Paniagua. I'm the

         25  Administrative Director for Community Services,

                                                            210

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  Highbridge Life Community Center in the Bronx. And

          3  I'm also the co-chair of the Executive Committee of

          4  the ACS/Bridge Builders Collaborative Initiative.

          5                 The collaborative is made up of 11

          6  CBOs in the Highbridge section of the Bronx, which

          7  includes Administration for Children's Services,

          8  ACS; Alianza Dominica; Bronx Defenders; CES 11,

          9  Bronx, the Department of Education; the Child

         10  Welfare Organizing Project, which is known as CWOP

         11  throughout the City; Highbridge Community Life

         12  Center; Legal Services of New York, LSNY, Bronx;

         13  Woodycrest Center for Human Development, Agenda for

         14  Children Tomorrow and the Fund for Social Change.

         15                 And my capacity as Co-chair of the

         16  Executive Committee of the Collaborative, we have

         17  had an extremely wonderful relationship with the

         18  parent coordinators of CES 11, PS 73, and PS 126,

         19  which I believe are situated in Councilwoman Diane

         20  -- 73, right, in her district. And I have to say,

         21  they play a vital role in our collaborative. They've

         22  been extremely accessible to the parents who are

         23  extremely involved in the Collaborative and with

         24  Highbridge Life Community Center. They serve as a

         25  valuable resource. They attend our Executive
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          2  Committee meetings. In fact, the Parent Coordinator

          3  of CES 11, Mr. Charles Woods, is my Co-chair on the

          4  Executive Committee of our collaborative.

          5                 The principals of those three schools

          6  have been extremely helpful. They've been involved.

          7  And I must say, I was here this morning, waiting to

          8  offer testimony, and I feel like I'm the odd man

          9  out, because I have nothing but accolades and praise

         10  for the Parent Coordinators and the Department of

         11  Education regarding their involvement and parent

         12  involvement.

         13                 So, I've offered you written

         14  testimony, and I've also attached a report that was

         15  done for us regarding our collaborative, and the

         16  most recent minutes of the school-based strategy

         17  committee of our collaborative that involves CES 11,

         18  PS 73 and PS 126. So, if you have time, you can

         19  read. And invite you all to our Committee meetings

         20  which are held every Wednesday, every first

         21  Wednesday of the month from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. And

         22  you're also welcome to contact the Chair of the

         23  School Strategy Meeting, Ms. Carolyn Bear, and you

         24  can see for yourself the parent involvement and the

         25  parent coordinators and their involvement and how
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          2  valuable they are to us.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Thank you

          5  for your testimony.

          6                 I think, Mr. Paniagua, that I don't

          7  need to ask you the question that Council Member

          8  Jackson was asking this morning of the panelists who

          9  grade the Department of Education or the system with

         10  regards to its parent involvement and whatever skill

         11  you choose to articulate that.

         12                 Would you care to share with us your

         13  thoughts on that?

         14                 MR. GREENBERG: I think the Department

         15  of Education has systematically disenfranchised the

         16  parents from the policy-making that affects their

         17  children.

         18                 I have to give them an

         19  unsatisfactory. They talk about parent engagement,

         20  and so help me, after 12 years in this system, I

         21  have no idea what they mean by meaningful parent

         22  engagement.

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: And by the

         24  way, congratulations on your upcoming surviving the

         25  system.
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          2                 MR. GREENBERG: Thank you,

          3  Councilwoman.

          4                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Okay.

          5                 MR. PANIAGUA: I have to say, I have

          6  to give them an A+. Maybe it's an aberration, I'm

          7  not sure, but I've been involved with them for quite

          8  some time, and I mean, I have to give credit to the

          9  principals, but most of all, I have to give credit

         10  to the parents themselves, because they made

         11  themselves heard.

         12                 As you know, Highbridge section of

         13  the Bronx is not for the faint of heart, and the

         14  parents have made sure that their concerns are

         15  heard, and the principals have responded. So I can

         16  only say that I can only give the Department of

         17  Education with regard to the parent coordinators an

         18  A+.

         19                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Okay.

         20  Council Member Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I was just

         22  going to say I am familiar with obviously the three

         23  schools, and I think that it's the exception and not

         24  the norm is that you have excellent community-based

         25  organizations, and you have a parents base that was
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          2  enhanced, as opposed to having to start from

          3  scratch, and I think that's where the difference

          4  lies. And given that you're serving kids in my

          5  community, but also as well as Council Member

          6  Arroyo, since 165th Street is our dividing line in

          7  the Highbridge area, I'm glad that it is working for

          8  you.

          9                 And maybe what we need to do is, the

         10  positives that you find we can kind of spread to

         11  help those that seem to be having a real problem

         12  with their relationship with DOE.

         13                 MR. PANIAGUA: Well, I think you hit

         14  the nail on the head because we had, as you know,

         15  CC9/U, United Parents of Highbridge, is one of the

         16  programs I supervise from my organization, I think

         17  we built on their work, so the parents were already

         18  energized around that issue, and then the issue with

         19  ACS and foster care and getting schools involved

         20  with trying to prevent placement, Department of

         21  Education, at least with the parent coordinators and

         22  the principals of those three schools, and the

         23  parents themselves responded positively.

         24                 And, so, again, and I think

         25  Congresswoman -- Congresswoman -- I'm sorry, maybe
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          2  I'm thinking in the future. Wishful thinking

          3  perhaps. But like I said, it is the parents

          4  themselves that really should get the credit,

          5  because, again, they made an effort to be heard,

          6  they were not going to just walk away into that

          7  sweet night gently.

          8                 And, again, that's my motivation. I

          9  mean, you can only be a part of something if the

         10  energy is there, and I think someone mentioned

         11  earlier today that parent involvement is key. You

         12  know, I mean, I'm a public school product. You know,

         13  I was in the sixties and the seventies, and I think

         14  at that time I received an excellent education from

         15  New York City, all the way through high school, and

         16  that's how I got through college, graduate school

         17  and law school, only because of my education in New

         18  York City public schools. So, I have a debt to them

         19  because I was able to survive it, and I got a great

         20  education. And, so, I can't -- you know, I have

         21  nothing but accolades and fine memories of New York

         22  City public schools.

         23                 So, that being said --

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Okay.

         25  Well, thank you for your testimony. And, again,
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          2  thank you for devoting the number of hours that you

          3  have here today. We really do appreciate it in

          4  hearing from all of you. Thank you.

          5                 Next we are going to call Manhattan

          6  Borough President Scott Stringer's representative,

          7  Vivian Farmery, who will give us testimony. Welcome.

          8                 MS. FARMERY: Thank you very much.

          9                 My name is Vivian Farmery, and I am

         10  Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer's

         11  appointee to the Panel for Educational Policy.

         12                 Thank you for allowing me to testify

         13  today on behalf of Manhattan Borough President.

         14                 Good afternoon, I was going to say

         15  Chairman Jackson, and members of the Committee on

         16  Education. Thank you for giving me this opportunity

         17  to speak on behalf of the Borough President.

         18                 Before becoming Manhattan Borough

         19  President, I served as the State Assemblymember for

         20  the Upper West Side of Manhattan, so I am accustomed

         21  to hearing differing opinions among parents about

         22  what is and is not working in our schools. It never

         23  ceases to amaze me how varied parents' perceptions

         24  often are about what is right and what is wrong with

         25  our school system.
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          2                 For example, some parents believe

          3  Charter schools provide essential alternatives for

          4  students in low-performing school districts, while

          5  other parents believe that these schools siphon

          6  already meager resources from traditional public

          7  schools.

          8                 Likewise, while some parents view

          9  small themed high schools as concrete vehicles

         10  through which to address many of the challenges

         11  impeding our ability to improve high school

         12  education, other parents believe that these schools

         13  receive an unfair portion of resources, and actually

         14  exacerbate many of the problems plaguing our large

         15  performing high schools.

         16                 It is indeed interesting to hear the

         17  often divergent viewpoints that parents hold on

         18  issues relating to our public schools, but there is

         19  one issue that breaks this pattern and conjures up

         20  near unanimity in opinion and feeling among parents,

         21  and that issue is parental involvement in our City's

         22  public school system.

         23                 I wish I could say that by and large

         24  parents are pleased with the manner in which they

         25  have been engaged and involved in the transformation
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          2  that our public school system has undergone in the

          3  last few years. But, unfortunately, I cannot.

          4                 There are many aspects about our

          5  reform school system on which the jury is still out,

          6  but parental involvement is definitely not one of

          7  them. Undeniably, the verdict involving parental

          8  involvement is clear. Parents are giving the

          9  leadership of our school system failing grades on

         10  how it engages and includes them in the major

         11  decisions that are being made daily about what takes

         12  place in their children's schools, and I agree with

         13  their assessment.

         14                 Examples of the feeling of

         15  disenfranchisement of public school parents are all

         16  around us. Today, right outside this Chamber,

         17  parents are demonstrating about the Administration's

         18  decision to enforce the ban on cell phones in

         19  school, a policy which will, in effect, cut the

         20  lifeline that exists between many parents and their

         21  school-aged children.

         22                 Less than three months ago I listened

         23  to statements by parents at a Town Hall meeting that

         24  I held, concerning the extended school day, and I

         25  was struck by how disenfranchised and disengaged
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          2  parents felt by the Department's decision to move

          3  with the implementation of the additional 37 and a

          4  half minutes of instructional time, without

          5  consulting them regarding how to best lengthen the

          6  school day in a manner that would be least

          7  disruptive to families.

          8                 Even parents who serve on the very

          9  bodies designed to give them a voice in the public

         10  education process feel disenfranchised.

         11                 I hear stories about parents who

         12  serve on School Leadership Teams, and have not been

         13  provided with the necessary training that will

         14  enable them to fully participate in the duties of

         15  these bodies, such as the development of the

         16  Comprehensive Educational Plans for their schools.

         17                 I speak to members of CDECs,

         18  Community District Education Councils, who feel that

         19  despite the fact that these councils are --

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Vivian,

         21  I'm sorry. If I can ask you to sum up, please.

         22                 MS. FARMERY: Okay.

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Thank you.

         24                 MS. FARMERY: I think what we're

         25  trying to say has been said before today. I think
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          2  the problem, I'm going to speak ad-lib now --

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: That's

          4  better. Yes.

          5                 MS. FARMERY: I think the problem is

          6  well known, and speaking both as the parent of three

          7  public school children and as Manhattan Borough

          8  President's appointee to the Panel for Educational

          9  Policy, I join with many of the other voices today

         10  in strongly stating that the Department comes out

         11  with policy without consulting parents beforehand,

         12  and then they push that policy through, and then

         13  afterward have to deal with the problems of

         14  implementing those policies once they realize that

         15  they do not fit with the needs and desires of

         16  parents. That's my summary.

         17                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: So on that

         18  report card that Council Member Jackson started this

         19  morning, the grading of the system's Parent

         20  Involvement Program?

         21                 MS. FARMERY: I believe the Borough

         22  President would join me in saying that the

         23  Department of Ed is failing to engage parents

         24  adequately.

         25                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Thank you.
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          2                 We've been joined by my colleague

          3  from Brooklyn, Council Member Fidler.

          4                 Welcome.

          5                 Our next panel, Elizabeth Lorris

          6  Ritter; Aileen Meruelo; Rita Ashdale.

          7                 Aileen from Flushing, New York? Not

          8  here.

          9                 Elizabeth is at the table. Rita

         10  Ashdale, are you here? Teresa Ying Hsu. Okay.

         11                 Okay, ladies, I'm going to please

         12  remind you to summarize your testimony. You have two

         13  minutes. We have a lot of individuals who want to

         14  testify and we want to give everyone an equal

         15  opportunity to do so. So, if we can stick to that.

         16  I'm going to get real mean now, okay? That's just a

         17  warning. We're going to hold you to the two minutes.

         18                 MS. LORRIS RITTER: Okay, my testimony

         19  dealt, my written testimony dealt in part with dell

         20  -- my name is Elizabeth Lorris Ritter.

         21                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Press the

         22  button.

         23                 MS. LORRIS RITTER: How's that?

         24                 My name is Elizabeth Lorris Ritter. I

         25  am a parent of a middle school child in District 2,
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          2  a child at Bronx Science, and I live in District 6.

          3                 My written testimony dealt in part

          4  with cell phones. I won't get into that here. I

          5  didn't realize that there was going to be a hearing

          6  on that on the 14th. I'll be back.

          7                 But I did want to tell you that

          8  according to people in the room at the time when the

          9  Educational Policy Panel was deciding on the cell

         10  phone ban, with, I might add, no parent involvement,

         11  Chancellor Klein spent most of that meeting sending

         12  e-mails on his blackberry. So, it seems to me that

         13  if charity begins at home, and setting an example,

         14  and leadership begins with setting an example.

         15                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: I'm sorry,

         16  she will not get extra time for the pause and the

         17  applause. So, let's hold the applause. We cut into

         18  the testimony and that's not fair to the individual

         19  who is giving the testimony. Thank you.

         20                 MS. LORRIS RITTER: Nor that.

         21                 I guess Chancellor Klein didn't get

         22  that e-mail.

         23                 I would like to say that, you know,

         24  I'm with Mr. Paniauga, I actually have had a good

         25  sense of parent involvement. I helped move my
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          2  child's elementary school program from a program to

          3  a school. I've been involved in a curriculum

          4  development, I teach in the classroom as a guest

          5  lecturer, and have for many years, but what I'm

          6  hearing from a lot of the people who testified this

          7  morning is that I clearly am unusual in that regard.

          8  Most people do not get these opportunities and have

          9  not been able to empower themselves because their

         10  school structures and administrative structures at

         11  the district level are such obstacles.

         12                 In this week's Torah portion, we

         13  heard that one of the injunctions is to not put a

         14  stumbling block in front of a blind person. And the

         15  Rabbis interpreted this to mean that you shouldn't

         16  make things difficult for people. You should enable

         17  people, you should not make it more difficult.

         18                 I would like to direct the Board of

         19  Education, the Department of Education to that

         20  passage of scripture.

         21                 Lastly, I would just like to point

         22  out that District 6, we actually did have a very

         23  positive example, despite CECs being essentially

         24  neutered organizations, our CEC was able to put

         25  together what was really a model presentation and
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          2  was able to show Kathleen Grimm and her colleagues

          3  at the Department different ways of looking at

          4  population modeling for -- to materially affect the

          5  zoning plan. So, there are ways that if we make this

          6  our life's work, and we insist on being heard, we

          7  can be heard. But the only reason why I think parent

          8  involvement is working to the extent that it is, is

          9  in spite of what the Department of Education does to

         10  exclude parents, not because of what they think

         11  they're doing to enable them.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 MS. HSU: My name is Teresa Ying Hsu,

         14  from Asian-American Communications. We are the

         15  strongest education advocacy group for

         16  Asian-American community for more than 20 years.

         17                 We are going to talk about what the

         18  marriage between DOE and the power to be a PA can be

         19  so devastating to the new immigrant parents. I'm

         20  going to use Stuyvesant as a crystalized case.

         21                 On January 26th, the Director of PA

         22  at Region 9 and the co-president of PA, they went to

         23  this Chinese outreach workshop that was three days

         24  before the Chinese New Year, and they were

         25  celebrating it and they jumped on the podium, they
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          2  say don't you know, you know, Chancellor A 66. Poor

          3  parents, they have never heard about A 66, okay? You

          4  value this rule. Immediately the co-president went

          5  up, he said the meeting is dismissed. You all go

          6  home, because your Chair is being removed.

          7                 She refused to move. They sent for

          8  security guard. The security came up, okay?

          9                 It seems to me these people are so

         10  arrogant, insensitive, so I'm going to continue with

         11  my story. Please bear with me.

         12                 At February 7th, they had the first

         13  Executive Board meeting, and suddenly the Chair

         14  refused to Chair. She's so humble suddenly. She got

         15  two lawyers, professional, two lawyers, they

         16  happened to be parents, to teach the Chinese

         17  immigrant parents, the robbers' ruse for one hour.

         18  You know for these poor parents that only work in

         19  the Chinese community, I mean what robbers' ruse,

         20  when do you put a hand, when do you table the thing,

         21  okay?

         22                 So, at the end, the Chair say, you

         23  know, if you had spent one hour explaining to this,

         24  you could have discussed my dismissal reasons.

         25                 Of course, once the parents left and

                                                            226

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  the ordinary or regional chair started chairing the

          3  committee, it seems like these two lawyers are only

          4  for the benefit of the immigrant parents. I don't

          5  know whether it's humiliation or intimidation.

          6                 The next one --

          7                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Ms. Hsu,

          8  please.

          9                 MS. HSU: Yes.

         10                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Can you

         11  wrap up?

         12                 MS. HSU: Yes.

         13                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Thank you.

         14                 MS. HSU: Very quickly, okay? I don't

         15  want you to say I go on and on, because this month,

         16  April 26th, I was removed by four security guards.

         17  Not one. Removing like that in the public building

         18  against Article 7 is criminal issue. They must have

         19  thought they were all above law.

         20                 Now, what's the consequence of this

         21  whole thing? The DOE is all behind helping them, and

         22  the consequence is there are 1,200 families on the

         23  home language survey speaking Chinese at Stuyvesant,

         24  which is 40 percent of the people.

         25                 Now, after amendment of the bylaw,
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          2  these people have no Chair, cannot vote --

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Ms. Hsu,

          4  I'm going to insist that you wrap up. We have quite

          5  a number of people who need to testify. We need to

          6  get their testimony into the public record. It's not

          7  fair to them if we go on and on. So, please, just

          8  sum up so we can get to the next witness, okay?

          9  Thank you.

         10                 MS. HSU: I am in the middle of

         11  summing up. I'm just saying this, 1,200 --

         12                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: No, no.

         13  You need to get to the end of your summation.

         14                 MS. HSU: This is the end.

         15                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Okay.

         16                 MS. HSU: I'm just saying this 1,200

         17  parents cannot be on executive board, not have a

         18  voice, they cannot vote. This is the whole thing.

         19  It's like if you fight against the power to be, then

         20  you end up with nothing at all.

         21                 MS. KENNEDY: Thank you. With all due

         22  respect, I would like to make a request of the

         23  Council that I be permitted the same amount of time

         24  as the previous speaker before me, because you did

         25  go over the time and I think it's only fair that I
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          2  be granted the same amount of time.

          3                 I understand that you have a

          4  particular structure here and you're trying to

          5  function within that structure, but I do --

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO:

          7  Absolutely. And we're not going to debate the point.

          8  I will exercise the authority of the Chair to ask

          9  the speakers to please sum up. We will not enter

         10  into a debate about the process that we're going to

         11  engage in here. I ask you to please, each of you who

         12  are scheduled to testify, to respect the request to

         13  summarize your statements. If you have handwritten

         14  testimony, we enter all of it into the record. It's

         15  important that we have an opportunity to hear

         16  everyone.

         17                 So, it's just going to unravel to a

         18  point where it gets disorganized and we will end the

         19  hearing, and we don't want to do that. We want to

         20  hear everyone's testimony. You know, we need

         21  cooperation from everyone who is scheduled to speak,

         22  and I'm asking all of us to be mindful of that.

         23                 MS. KENNEDY: Certainly, City Council

         24  member, I will be mindful of that in my remarks. I

         25  will look to you for guidance in this respect.
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          2  However, I do want to make a comment in reference to

          3  your remarks, and I will begin my own.

          4                 I would simply to say, this is not a

          5  debate. This is not a debate --

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Let's just

          7  start your remark --

          8                 MS. KENNEDY: Okay.

          9                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: And then

         10  we can move on with this process, please. It's very

         11  important that we get on with this.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 DR. KENNEDY: Thank you for convening

         14  these oversight hearings entitled, "Parental

         15  Involvement in the New York City School System." I

         16  am actually delighted to have this opportunity to

         17  share with the Education Committee my observations

         18  and recommendations on this subject.

         19                 I am the mother of two daughters,

         20  ages 15 and 11, attending New York City public

         21  schools. I'm a graduate of the Cornell University

         22  College of Human Ecology, where I majored in Human

         23  Development and Family Studies.

         24                 I am also a graduate of Teachers'

         25  College at Columbia University, where I received a
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          2  Master's of Science in Nutrition in Public Health.

          3  As a nutritionist, I worked with the National Health

          4  Service Corps, the Door, in New York City.

          5                 I graduated with a Doctor of Medicine

          6  from the Mount Sinai School of Medicine. I currently

          7  am a diplomat of the American Board of Psychiatry

          8  and Neurology and I have added qualifications on the

          9  Board of Add -- added qualifications in addictions,

         10  psychiatry (sic).

         11                 Interestingly, however, my strongest

         12  qualification to sit here and address you today

         13  derived from what I learned from my father who was a

         14  school teacher in Uniondale, Long Island, and from

         15  my mother, who stayed home to raise our family and

         16  then entered the workforce, as well as what I have

         17  learned in the process of raising my own children.

         18                 I've been active in many ways, both

         19  formally and informally, in the PAs, PTAs, and other

         20  informally. I am here today not to speak as a

         21  psychiatrist, nor as a representative of any of the

         22  organizations I have been, or affiliated with, but

         23  to speak with a voice that has been the most

         24  rewarding to me as a parent. Not even being the

         25  daughter of a school teacher, or having the
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          2  experience of pursuing my own educational goals,

          3  could fully prepare me for the experience of having

          4  to survive the school admissions processes for my

          5  daughters.

          6                 Suffice it to say, I appreciate the

          7  diversity of choices that we have had available to

          8  us in District 2 of Region 9. I can see my time is

          9  running out, but I would point, and sincerely

         10  request that the Committee, although because I've

         11  been actually very involved in other school-related

         12  issues, do not have my written testimony, but I was

         13  going to address, and if you ask me this, I will

         14  very briefly elaborate, some principles of biology

         15  that would really I think be helpful to this

         16  Committee.

         17                 One is homeostasis. May I just? Thank

         18  you. Homeostasis is maintaining a constant

         19  environment in the face of constant changes. And

         20  maintaining that environment so that you can

         21  continue to function.

         22                 Structure and function is another

         23  important principle. Structure affects function;

         24  function affects structure. The Committee should

         25  look to that, in terms of your future, and looking
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          2  ahead to how you will function as a committee and

          3  get the input from parents from below.

          4                 One last comment with regard to that.

          5  When I was here this morning, with due respect to

          6  Chair Jackson, because I am familiar with much of

          7  what he has done in the field of education prior to

          8  his work on City Council, he mentioned that should

          9  the cell phone issue be resolved, the hearings that

         10  are scheduled for June 14th will not be held.

         11                 I would suggest to this Committee

         12  that if that issue is resolved, this provides the

         13  Committee with a unique opportunity, and that

         14  opportunity is to see what happened with the cell

         15  phone issue? What can we learn about how parents

         16  functioned in this, and how the DOE functioned in

         17  this? And I quote Speaker Quinn, who quoted

         18  President Kennedy, when he said "The time to fix the

         19  roof is when the sun is shining." So, when the sun

         20  shines and the cell phone issue is behind us,

         21  please, Council members, return, examine, and ask

         22  all the parents for their input. We want to give it

         23  to you. We want to join hands and make this a better

         24  system for all our children.

         25                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: That is
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          2  precisely why we're having this hearing today and

          3  why it's important that we allow everyone to give us

          4  their testimony.

          5                 Ms. Kennedy, I would --

          6                 DR. KENNEDY: It's Dr. Kennedy.

          7                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Okay. If

          8  you would provide a copy of your written testimony

          9  to the staff, we will make sure that it gets entered

         10  into the record.

         11                 DR. KENNEDY: May I? Because there was

         12  a point of clarification with that.

         13                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Okay.

         14                 DR. KENNEDY: I was informed that if

         15  you did not have copies of the written testimony,

         16  and, in fact, that you would prefer 20 copies of it,

         17  by 7:00 tonight, that would not be entered into the

         18  record; is that true or not true?

         19                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: No, we're

         20  here. Everything will go into --

         21                 DR. KENNEDY: So that even if you were

         22  to get this tomorrow or Friday --

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: If you can

         24  hand it to the Sergeant-At-Arms, we'll make sure

         25  that we get a copy of it for this Committee's staff.
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          2                 DR. KENNEDY: I was working on this.

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Okay, if

          4  you can give him a copy, he will make sure that we

          5  get a copy to enter into the record.

          6                 Thank you for your testimony.

          7                 DR. KENNEDY: Thank you.

          8                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Okay, the

          9  next panel will consist of four. Irene Varon.

         10  Rebecca Daniels. Linda Aizer. Jacob Morris.

         11                 Okay, if you can identify yourself

         12  for the record. I'm going to ask you to, please.

         13  Your cooperation is of the utmost importance in

         14  order for us to get on with this hearing in an

         15  orderly manner.

         16                 Pick whoever wants to go first and

         17  the clock is ticking.

         18                 MS. VARON: My name is Irene Varon.

         19  I'm the --

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Turn on

         21  the mike. If the light is off, the mike is working.

         22                 MS. VARON: Okay. My name is Irene

         23  Varon. I'm the co-president of Region 7 High School

         24  Presidents Council.

         25                 I've been around for -- my daughter
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          2  is 26, and I've been involved since she's in pre-k,

          3  and what I've seen has been a really big difference.

          4                 There are individuals in the system

          5  that really do help, and they really involve

          6  parents. There are principals, there are parent

          7  coordinators, systemically the difference in what

          8  I've seen in prior years is amazing.

          9                 Last year -- this is to crystalize

         10  it. Last year, or two years ago, the Director of

         11  Parent Engagement said, when giving us information,

         12  we spent all summer deciding the direction of parent

         13  engagement for this upcoming year. And my reaction

         14  was, am I stupid? Because, quite frankly, I've been

         15  a Department Store Manager, there were lawyers

         16  sitting there, there was no consultation and that's

         17  the difference. And Councilman Jackson said it, he

         18  asked the question, he asked Jemina Bernard, do you

         19  consult or do you advise, and the system is advising

         20  us. And the fact of the matter is, this is happening

         21  -- I was on policy committees in the past, my input

         22  with CSA and UFT and all the groups was in the

         23  policy. Now we said something about the C30 process

         24  which is a parent involvement engagement piece,

         25  whatever, we had given things, and we're told who is
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          2  going to be the next principal, the next AP. In the

          3  past we read the resumes and picked who we wanted to

          4  interview.

          5                 So, the dichotomy is very, very

          6  clear. So, that's pretty much it. It's kind of self

          7  explanatory.

          8                 Oh, I did it.

          9                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO:

         10  Congratulations. And thank you very much.

         11                 MS. AIZER: Hi. My name is Linda

         12  Aizer. I'm a parent of a student at the School of

         13  the Future.

         14                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Linda,

         15  speak into the mike, so we can hear you.

         16                 MS. AIZER: Okay.

         17                 I want to start off by saying

         18  something good. School of the Future has wonderful

         19  welcoming directors who encourage parent

         20  participation and are respectful of parents'

         21  opinions in the diversity of the population. Parents

         22  who have had the opportunity to choose their

         23  children's school are willing to participate in the

         24  community in many ways, such as sharing special

         25  skills, fix-up days, as well as never-ending
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          2  fundraising, due to continuous budget cuts.

          3                 On the negative side, parent councils

          4  are toothless. Given an opportunity for public

          5  comment and duly noted, what recommendations by

          6  parents are actually put into practice?

          7                 While insisting on highly qualified

          8  teachers, the Chancellor is not truly an educator,

          9  nor is the Mayor. Highly-qualified leadership

         10  matters.

         11                 General disrespect shown to parents

         12  in local communities by the DOE and the Mayor are a

         13  problem. We are reasonable adults and do not warrant

         14  being treated with such contempt.

         15                 Too often we hear about enforcement

         16  and control. Funds spent on data processing, such as

         17  the new accountability system, would have been

         18  better spent on emergency repairs and opening

         19  additional schools, particularly middle schools in

         20  District 2, three of which were closed in the past

         21  three years with no replacements. And then on the

         22  matter of cell phones, I'll be back on June 14th.

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Okay, if

         24  you're done, pass the mike to your neighbor.

         25                 MS. DANIELS: I can take this one.
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          2  Okay, thank you very much for letting us speak. I

          3  appreciate it. My name is Rebecca Daniels, and I'm

          4  in District 2. I'm on the CEC, and I'm also involved

          5  in my children's school, School of the Future being

          6  one of them. And I also say what Linda says, I think

          7  that school is exceptional in every way, especially

          8  with the body, the parent involvement, and just the

          9  nature of the school, the culture of the school

         10  itself, and the fact that it maintains its

         11  diversity, it's really quite extraordinary, even

         12  their teaching process.

         13                 I would like to address cell phones.

         14  I guess I'm not allowed to address cell phones?

         15                 No, Councilman Fidler? Is this a no?

         16                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: We're

         17  going to have a hearing on the 14th of June.

         18                 MS. DANIELS: I did hear that.

         19                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: If it's

         20  not resolved before then. So, we will focus the

         21  testimony on this hearing on parent involvement.

         22                 MS. DANIELS: Okay, then I guess I

         23  would have to start by saying that we feel that the

         24  decision, this policy is a mistake. I think that

         25  what it does is, it lowers the morale of the

                                                            239

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  parents, and does not encourage them to be involved,

          3  because I know that I sit on Committees, I would

          4  have expected to be told, or at least advised ahead

          5  of time, or asked an opinion, and that did not

          6  happen. And I think this is the sort of policy that

          7  when it takes parents by surprise, it's also a very

          8  personal policy.

          9                 So, I think when it comes to policy

         10  making, I think that some of the groups, I mean we

         11  have CPAC and PC and CEC and SLT and PA and BTA, and

         12  IPOD, and on and on and on, and I just think the

         13  point of all those groups is to get parents more

         14  involved and to have us talking to each other.

         15                 So, when an issue such as this, or a

         16  policy planning such as this comes up in education,

         17  and no one is aware of it or consulted in any way, I

         18  think that's a very big mistake, and I think that

         19  reflects back on the community and families in the

         20  community and I think there's other ways to handle

         21  that and pull us together.

         22                 I also think this brings up safety

         23  issues, and I guess we'll address the cell phone

         24  issue at another time, but there are safety issues

         25  at many schools.
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          2                 School of the Future, for one, has

          3  had to tell children to go home immediately after

          4  school. Are you all listening? Okay, sorry. You

          5  seemed distracted.

          6                 What I want to say is there are

          7  safety issues --

          8                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: I'm trying

          9  to get the piece of paper with your name on it to

         10  address you by your name to ask you to please sum up

         11  your statement.

         12                 MS. DANIELS: Rebecca.

         13                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Rebecca,

         14  okay.

         15                 MS. DANIELS: Okay, so, what I wanted

         16  to say is there are safety issues at School of the

         17  Future. I know there have been some at Baruch, I'm

         18  sure there are other schools, and I think this is

         19  something we should be working on also, the kind of

         20  thing that could come to your attention and be

         21  discussed and maybe we'd find solutions for it.

         22  Because that, too, may be something we can talk

         23  about, and I think maybe if cheating in the

         24  classrooms is an issue that's coming up lately,

         25  maybe of all those groups we could talk about that,
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          2  too. So, if it's not in the water bottles or the

          3  cell phone, and it really is that big an issue that

          4  came into focus, that we could talk to again

          5  collectively as groups.

          6                 I just think it's extremely important

          7  for groups to have a purpose that's well-stated and

          8  perhaps a way that these groups are talking to each

          9  other. Otherwise, I think we all feel like we're

         10  putting in an effort we could be putting in a bake

         11  sale.

         12                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Thank you,

         13  Rebecca.

         14                 MS. DANIELS: Thank you.

         15                 MR. MORRIS: Jacob Morris. The system

         16  is broken. The CEC system is plainly broken.

         17                 I'm the Director of a new parent

         18  organization that's called the Alliance of Empowered

         19  Parent Associations. We've drafted six bills, four

         20  which have intro numbers in the New York State

         21  Assembly, and the last two will have intro numbers.

         22  And I guess what I'm asking the Council and the

         23  Education Committee, is to pass resolutions

         24  supporting the passage of each bill in Albany.

         25                 The bills are, the School Closing or
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          2  slash Consolidation Adequate Notification Act. If

          3  the CEC is broken, which it is, then this would

          4  basically legislate courtesy into our educational

          5  system. Nowhere else in the United States is the

          6  school system as discourteous as the New York City

          7  school system. Nowhere else in the United States

          8  does the school system just do things with school

          9  facilities that are paid for with taxpayer dollars

         10  without telling anybody until May. This needs to be

         11  changed.

         12                 The next bill is the GED Program

         13  Accountability Act. This deals with the push-out

         14  problem for children, our children over 16 years

         15  old, mostly black and Latinos, who get pushed out of

         16  high school.

         17                 A.11176 relates to licensing

         18  standards for parent coordinators. This would be a

         19  collaborative act that would establish and put under

         20  the State Education Department standards,

         21  professional standards for the licensing of parent

         22  coordinators, which God knows, half the City Council

         23  members on the Committee asked questions about this

         24  morning. So, to have them have a little professional

         25  development, professional standards, to have them
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          2  have a license that would put them at least on par

          3  with the paraprofessionals that are licensed. My

          4  God. And --

          5                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Mr.

          6  Morris, summation.

          7                 MR. MORRIS: Yes.

          8                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: It's

          9  critical.

         10                 MR. MORRIS: The last bill is called

         11  the Parents Bill of Rights, Prominent Posting and

         12  Dissemination Act. This would require that in all

         13  taxpayer funded school facilities, that the parents

         14  bill of rights and responsibilities be prominently

         15  posted in the lobby of every public school, and that

         16  if you disseminate it to parents annually in their

         17  language.

         18                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Thank you.

         19  Council Member Fidler has a question for one of our

         20  panelists.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes, thank

         22  you, Madam Chairwoman. I have a question for Ms.

         23  Aizer.

         24                 I promise it's not about cell phones.

         25  I have a lot to say about cell phones today, I'm
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          2  going to have a lot more to say about it in the

          3  coming weeks, you can be sure of that.

          4                 Ms. Aizer, I think you used the word

          5  "toothless," if we heard it correctly, to provide

          6  parents councils, and in the early years of

          7  decentralization, my mother was the president of the

          8  PTA of every school I went to. When she walked into

          9  the school, the principal was afraid of her. Now, I

         10  tend to think that might have been a good thing. And

         11  my question for you, my theory is, is that the

         12  reason that we're advised and not consulted is

         13  because you are correct, and councils are toothless,

         14  because you don't have any real power. And you have

         15  a parent coordinator, some of who are terrific, who

         16  is employed at the pleasure of the principal, which

         17  was something that never made a whole lot of sense

         18  to me, a parent coordinator ought to be employed at

         19  the pleasure of the parents.

         20                 So, if you had a magic wand and you

         21  were going to provide some measure of power to a

         22  parents council, so that maybe you were consulted

         23  and not advised, and you had some teeth, what

         24  particular power would you add?

         25                 MS. AIZER: I think voting power. The
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          2  Panel for Educational Policy. I don't think any of

          3  those members have any real voting power. They're

          4  advisors.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I'm asking

          6  more about the CECs.

          7                 MS. AIZER: Give them authority to do

          8  something.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Such as?

         10                 MS. AIZER: Anything.

         11                 They have no authority. They go to

         12  these meetings, you state your piece, and they say

         13  to you, okay, we can't answer any questions. You

         14  know, I have friends I can talk to, I don't need to

         15  take the time to go to these meetings to say that.

         16  They need to be able to do something. They need to

         17  be able to control funds to get things fixed. Rate

         18  principals. Something.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Well, I would

         20  just suggest, and I asked the question somewhat

         21  rhetorically. You know, I don't know that we'll ever

         22  return to the day, or I think we should, where

         23  parents have power over something so that they can

         24  have a serious involvement, as opposed to having the

         25  regional superintendent come and pat us all on our
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          2  head and say thank you for coming out, it was nice

          3  to see you here, the cookies are in the cafeteria.

          4                 And we have to figure out what that

          5  power is, and that's why I ask the question, and not

          6  being someone who thinks they know the answer to

          7  everything, I hope that you all can think about what

          8  that power should be and maybe we can come to some

          9  kind of consensus and make some of small change in

         10  the process that would begin to give parents real

         11  power and some teeth back in their councils.

         12                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ARROYO: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Thank you for your testimony. And I

         15  would also like to point out, for those of you who

         16  have not noticed, that we have been joined by our

         17  Committee Chair, Council Member Robert Jackson and

         18  he and I are now going to switch seats.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Let me just

         20  thank my co-chair, and I say we are co-chairs, Maria

         21  del Carmen Arroyo and myself, we co-chair the Black,

         22  Latino and Asian Caucus of the City Council, and I

         23  think that we are a good partnership in co-chairing

         24  the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus. And I say to you

         25  that I will co-chair with her this Committee and any
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          2  committee any day of the year. She handles herself

          3  very well, and makes me, and I'm sure all of the

          4  constituents that she represents are very proud.

          5                 And the next panel is Patricia Saber

          6  Maguire, the Moss Project, D 75 After School

          7  Initiatives. Is she here? Patricia? Okay.

          8                 And Don Holley from the District --

          9  whatever, it doesn't say.

         10                 MR. HOLLEY: Number 1.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: District No. 1.

         12  District 1. And District 1 is in Manhattan. And Lisa

         13  Donlan from District 1, a CEC. The three of you,

         14  welcome. And testimony will begin in that order, so

         15  Patricia Saber-Maguire, you're first.

         16                 And if you don't mind, don't read

         17  your statements. Just submit them and talk from your

         18  knowledge and from everything you remember.

         19                 MS. SABER-MAGUIRE: I haven't

         20  submitted a prepared statement to you, so I must say

         21  I must read my notes.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. But you

         23  can subsequently submit one after you give your

         24  testimony.

         25                 MS. SABER-MAGUIRE: I will do so.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

          3                 MS. SABER-MAGUIRE: My remarks concern

          4  family involvement. I represent the Moss Project,

          5  which is a coalition of District 75 schools and

          6  families, focused on formulating and implementing

          7  enrichments and arts programs in an on-site after

          8  school setting.

          9                 We currently have two pilot programs

         10  in Community School District 26, in collaboration

         11  with the General Education population. These are the

         12  first two inclusive after school programs available

         13  to District 75 students Citywide. We hope to be

         14  adding four more programs in September.

         15                 These programs meet the Department of

         16  Education's only best practice standards for

         17  inclusive education.

         18                 This is a truly significant leap

         19  forward in fostering an atmosphere of empowerment,

         20  motivation, opportunity for creative expression for

         21  all of our children within the school community, and

         22  also speaks to fulfilling the goals of providing

         23  services and programs for the special needs child in

         24  a mainstream setting with proper supports.

         25                 No child left behind, and child
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          2  reforms, Children First reforms call this the least

          3  restrictive environment. This sounds like a job for

          4  someone from the Department of Education. But, no.

          5  We parents have accomplished this critical step with

          6  no support whatsoever from the Department of

          7  Education, and the support we have received has come

          8  from RCCSC and from the UFT.

          9                 I have tried to elicit and cajole

         10  assistance from the Chancellor's Office on down for

         11  the one and a half years I have personally devoted

         12  to collaborative development on these projects

         13  full-time, pro bono.

         14                 The City is starved for community

         15  meeting space. Public schools are utilized

         16  approximately 30 percent of the time.

         17                 If I might just conclude?

         18                 Privatization of after school

         19  programs have done little to encourage the natural

         20  genesis of the school community. We don't need

         21  training to master the intricacies of the

         22  Chancellor's regulations A.660 and 655. What we do

         23  need is a supportive infrastructure encompassing

         24  funding a wide variety of programs, access to the

         25  physical buildings, and request that reasonable

                                                            250

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  accommodations be made to let the parents do what

          3  parents naturally do, support programs for our

          4  children.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you. Don

          7  Holley, District 1.

          8                 And Patricia, District 26 is in

          9  Queens, is that correct?

         10                 MS. SABER-MAGUIRE: That is correct,

         11  it's in Queens.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. Thank you.

         13                 Don.

         14                 MR. HOLLEY: Yes, sir. Hi, everybody.

         15  My name is Don Holley. I am co-president of the

         16  Earth School Parent Association Elementary School on

         17  the Lower East Side. And what it seems to me,

         18  although I missed this morning, was that on a small

         19  scale, in individual schools things can be and are

         20  very cool when you have united living, learning

         21  community comprised not only of the parents, the

         22  children, the Administration and the Teachers, but

         23  when you get to the next level, the district level,

         24  the level above that, the regional level, God forbid

         25  the state or the country, you got nothing. Parents
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          2  do not have a seat at the decision-making table.

          3  They do not. They have not.

          4                 We have an obsession with numbers.

          5  Our children are not allowed to be taught and to

          6  learn as the individuals that they are. It's all

          7  about testing. It's all about score keeping, it's

          8  all about putting money into analysis, rather than

          9  putting money into the classrooms so that the

         10  facilities and the teachers can be there to do their

         11  jobs, instead of worrying about the score card.

         12                 I'm going to wrap it up. Wait, do I

         13  have anything -- yes, Einstein himself said that not

         14  everything that counts can be counted, and not

         15  everything that can be counted counts.

         16                 So, I'd like to keep that in mind and

         17  have parents have an opportunity to put in what they

         18  feel is the right thing for their individual

         19  children, which is our future.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, thank you,

         22  Don. And you were under two minutes, so I appreciate

         23  that.

         24                 MR. HOLLEY: If you have questions,

         25  I'm cool.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You're a CEC

          3  member from District 1?

          4                 MS. DONLAN: That's correct.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Don, are you not

          6  a CEC member, or are you a CEC member?

          7                 MR. HOLLEY: I am not. I'm a PA

          8  president.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: PA president,

         10  okay. Very good. Thank you.

         11                 MS. DONLAN: Right. So, my name is

         12  Lisa Donlan, and I am the Vice President of the CEC

         13  in District 1, that is the Lower East Side of

         14  Manhattan.

         15                 I'd like to thank the Committee for

         16  holding these hearings, and particularly Committee

         17  Chair Jackson, for giving parents, like myself, the

         18  opportunity to stress this very important issue.

         19                 We all agree that it's time for the

         20  public to be put back in public education.

         21                 I'm going to do something really

         22  scary. I'm going to try in less than two minutes,

         23  completely extemporate to answer Council Member

         24  Fidler's request that we think about how to give

         25  teeth to the Council. It's something I think about
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          2  all the time.

          3                 Parents are voting with their feet.

          4  What we end up doing is figuring out ways to

          5  increase parent involvement, greater outreach,

          6  because really attendance is abysmal.

          7                 What we've prepared for you is a

          8  bunch of object lessons in how the councils are real

          9  compliance exercises, and parents understand that.

         10                 When there is no opportunity for a

         11  real hearing, when there is no meaningful input that

         12  goes from the room up to people that make decisions,

         13  and what you have is an empty shell, and I think

         14  that was the toothless dog that somebody referred to

         15  earlier. Some of my very quick suggestions, sort of

         16  off the top of my head, are we are given some powers

         17  by the Legislature. Let me just tell you for one

         18  minute why I joined my CEC.

         19                 I was sitting as a parent, a parent

         20  leader in the audience last spring, and this new

         21  board of parents, people I had helped to elect,

         22  parent leaders that I knew, were approving their

         23  minutes from the previous meeting. In those minutes

         24  were two resolutions, and those resolutions clearly

         25  spoke to community opinion in the Lower East Side,
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          2  and they were about Charter schools. Hey, listen,

          3  before the DOE can put Charter schools in our

          4  existing community schools, we'd like two things to

          5  happen, one, we'd like to have an opportunity to

          6  review, recalculate the utilization and capacity

          7  numbers that the DOE uses, based on formulas, so

          8  that we can talk about how space is really used

          9  before we go ahead and cram more schools into -- oh,

         10  boy, I guess I'm way off, sorry -- into our

         11  buildings.

         12                 And the other thing is, we want to

         13  hold real hearings about the proposals that the

         14  Charter schools are coming with, so that we can

         15  really decide what Charter schools make sense. In

         16  fact the Ross School was just placed in a school in

         17  our district last week, and they came and spoke to

         18  Presidents Council after the decision was made, and

         19  they said, gee, we wish we'd had this conversation

         20  with parents before because we really would have

         21  done things differently. We would have launched

         22  different grade levels, we really would have thought

         23  about this in a different way.

         24                 So, just to finish this story, and

         25  I'll have to follow it up differently I guess with
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          2  my recommendations, as the minutes were approved,

          3  the Deputy Regional Superintendent stood up and

          4  announced that two Charter schools were coming into

          5  our district.

          6                 So, it's a perfect example of how

          7  parents don't have any voice whatsoever.

          8                 If I can just list really quickly, we

          9  are given the right to evaluate the superintendent.

         10  Our superintendent has not yet come to the table to

         11  go over her goals. It's May. So, it's going to be

         12  very difficult to evaluate her work.

         13                 And by the way, we are not

         14  professionals, we are not professional educators, we

         15  are not talking about her, in terms of her

         16  performance, it's really a formative relationship, a

         17  formative document where we're asking for the data

         18  we need to evaluate the districts to make our annual

         19  report card. We're given the right to zoning, but

         20  there is no opportunity for hearings. We're given a

         21  capital plan where we go into our schools with our

         22  principals and our custodians, but there is no time

         23  to collect that information we had three weeks this

         24  year, you'll recall.

         25                 So, those are just some of my ideas,
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          2  to respond concretely to ways that we can give

          3  councils the power so they're no longer meaningless

          4  compliance exercises.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

          7                 Lisa, I think that you're absolutely

          8  correct, the recommendations at the end are very

          9  important. I think that parents involvement in their

         10  PAs, the Parents Association, or PTAs or in the

         11  CECs, or the SLTs, the School Leadership Teams,

         12  whatever organization regarding parent involvement

         13  in the children's education, we need to know what

         14  the rules are of the game.

         15                 MS. DONLAN: Right.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Once you realize

         17  that and read it and understand it, then you know

         18  the nature of what you can do and what you cannot

         19  do. And, unfortunately, many parent leaders have not

         20  really reviewed those documents, and/or consulted

         21  with other people that have been in this process of

         22  parent engagement and parent involvement for five

         23  years, ten years, 15 years, 20 years, and use those

         24  individuals as resources in order to help the new

         25  leaders grow and develop.
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          2                 And also, I think that we need to be

          3  able to, as a City Council, as the Department of

          4  Education, allocate the appropriate funds for parent

          5  education and parent involvement, so we can grow

          6  those leaders.

          7                 And, so, I would like you to put your

          8  recommendations in writing and submit it to us. How

          9  do we want them sent? By e-mail or regular mail?

         10                 Does everybody have the e-mail, where

         11  do we send the e-mail. Does everybody have it?

         12                 Jennifer, can you announce it,

         13  please? Jennifer Culp is our Policy Analyst.

         14  Scheherazade Salimi is our General Counsel, Jan

         15  Atwell is our Policy Analyst, Regina Poreda is our

         16  Finance Policy Analyst. She left. So there's four

         17  staff members assigned specifically to education.

         18  And Jennifer Culp is going to give you the e-mail

         19  address.

         20                 MS. CULP: It's the same e-mail that

         21  was on the notice. It's

         22  Jennifer.culp@council.nyc.ny.us.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Give it again.

         24                 MS. CULP:

         25  Jennifer.culp@council.nyc.ny.us. So, it's City,
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          2  State, country.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: If in fact they

          4  don't have e-mail and want to mail it in, and mail

          5  it to you at the City Council, 250 Broadway, 14th

          6  Floor, okay?

          7                 Now, so, Don, how long have you been

          8  a PA President at your son or daughter's school?

          9                 MR. HOLLEY: Two sons. Just this year.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: This year.

         11                 MR. HOLLEY: Yes. But I've been very

         12  involved, you know, class parent and trips and, you

         13  know, being around to do things.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And the District

         15  75 After School Initiatives, District 75, Patricia,

         16  is that for children with special needs. That's what

         17  District 75 stands for; is that correct?

         18                 MS. SABER-MAGUIRE: City-wide programs

         19  for special education.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         21                 MS. SABER-MAGUIRE: And we have

         22  programs throughout the City. In community schools

         23  we have very few schools that are stand-alone sites.

         24  So, the overwhelming majority of our sites are

         25  within our community schools and our children are
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          2  bussed into those schools, and may attend those

          3  schools for up to eight years, so that is really

          4  effectively their home school.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And the Moss

          6  Project, where do you get your funding from?

          7                 MS. SABER-MAGUIRE: At this time it's

          8  all pro bono.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Wow. Thank you.

         10                 MS. SABER-MAGUIRE: We're gladly

         11  accepting donations.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         13                 MS. SABER-MAGUIRE: It stands for

         14  motivation and opportunity for our students to

         15  succeed.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 Thank all three of you for coming.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Mr. Chair?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Go ahead.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I just want to

         22  apologize to the people who are going to speak. I am

         23  a voting member of a panel that's convening at 7:00

         24  in the suburbs of Brooklyn, and I would have loved

         25  to have been able to stay here, everybody. I

                                                            260

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  apologize to those of you.

          3                 Please get their written testimony,

          4  and I will review it all. I promise.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you for

          6  coming, and thank you for taking the lead on Intro.

          7  -- Whatever the number is going to be concerning

          8  our next law.

          9                 The next panel is Pat Thompson,

         10  representing George Westinghouse, PS 161. Pat

         11  Thompson. Is she here? Oh, there you are.

         12                 And Sharon James for Clara Barton

         13  High School for Health Professions. Sharon. I'm

         14  sorry, Sharon. Come on. And Theresa Lantigua from

         15  Public School 24.

         16                 Is Theresa here? Theresa? Okay,

         17  please come forward. Welcome.

         18                 Okay, and, Pat, you may begin. And

         19  George Westinghouse, is that a high school or what?

         20                 MS. THOMPSON: Yes, it is.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, so you

         22  have a high school and a public school.

         23                 MS. THOMPSON: And an elementary

         24  school, right.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Right.
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          2                 MS. THOMPSON: Good evening. My name

          3  is Pat Thompson. I'm a grandparent caretaker of two

          4  students. One, as Mr. Jackson just said, in

          5  elementary school, and one in high school.

          6                 For me, when I think of parental

          7  involvement, I think of concept, the concept of

          8  theory and practice. On the theory side, you have

          9  USED that sets up various regs, and rulings that

         10  govern the state of education, especially along the

         11  lines of elementary and secondary school, which is

         12  now known as No Child Left Behind.

         13                 When it comes to the State, the State

         14  Educational Department mirrors the feds basically in

         15  their rulings and their regs. Permeating through all

         16  of this is a concept that is called "meaningful

         17  consultation with parents." When you get down to the

         18  DOE, this concept becomes very blurred, in some

         19  cases to be nonexistent. So, for me the idea of

         20  parental involvement is oxymoron.

         21                 Parents are not always welcome, and

         22  in schools where they are, there is no involvement.

         23  So therefore, parents are basically set up in a type

         24  of self-fulfilling prophecy, if you will. They are

         25  expected to become involved and do something.
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          2  However, the information that they need to do this,

          3  they are not always given. Or if they are given, it

          4  is given late or it is given in terms that they do

          5  not understand. So, therefore, what do they do? As

          6  someone else said here, they vote with their feet.

          7  They do not become involved. And when they don't

          8  become involved, then they are blamed basically for

          9  the failure of their children.

         10                 The Department has two -- the DOE has

         11  two departments that deal with parents. One, the

         12  Department of Parent Engagement, and the other one,

         13  the Office of Parent Support. These two departments

         14  do not communicate with each other, and therefore,

         15  they basically don't communicate with parents. So,

         16  therefore, when you say parent, parental

         17  involvement, it is very oxymoronic, and the whole

         18  idea of meaningful consultation with parents, as

         19  mandated by the feds and the state, flies out the

         20  window.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         23                 Sharon. Sharon James, Clara Barton

         24  High School.

         25                 MS. JAMES: Good evening, everyone.
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          2  This is my first time here. I'm a relatively new

          3  parent in the --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, welcome.

          5                 MS. JAMES: Thank you. -- Quality

          6  education for children. I'm a Title 1 PAC rep from

          7  Clara Barton High School for Health Professions. I

          8  was voted in in October, and I've gotten all

          9  discouragement to give up the spot. But they didn't

         10  know what I was like. They thought this woman would

         11  just attend meetings. Unfortunately, they didn't

         12  realize they had a fighter.

         13                 So, when I told my daughter I was

         14  coming here today, she was happy, but she says, I

         15  don't know how you're going to do it in two minutes.

         16  You know, because I'm a talker. But I told her I'll

         17  try. So, even though you said I cannot speak from my

         18  paper, I'm just going to look at a little of what I

         19  wrote.

         20                 Parent involvement to me mean

         21  empowering a family, therefore empowering our

         22  children. The New York State system primarily focus

         23  on a No Child Left Behind goal. This is a goal that

         24  we all should strive to accomplish. But first, let's

         25  examine the root of family dynamics to parents. How
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          2  are we going to address the problem of No Child Left

          3  Behind, if we don't address the problem of No Parent

          4  Left Behind or No Family Left Behind?

          5                 Is our system really equipped to help

          6  the entire family that need enrichment? Or are there

          7  focus on only a selected few?

          8                 If we do not address it, we're

          9  looking for a failure without the possibility of

         10  success.

         11                 Parental involvement should mean

         12  providing levels of activities in all languages that

         13  our parents can comprehend. For example, how can an

         14  instructor conduct a workshop with parents from a

         15  low socioeconomic group, while encouraging them to

         16  buy a book for $25 with a need for advance level

         17  intelligence to comprehend its contents, when these

         18  parents can't even afford a meal?

         19                 Most organizations invest millions of

         20  dollars in consumers and increased profits,

         21  therefore, let's try harder to be true team players.

         22  We're lacking that a lot in this whole educational

         23  system. Collaborators, that's another problem we

         24  have. And be accountable to the people that we claim

         25  we care about. Let's not leave our parents behind,
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          2  our family or our children.

          3                 In summary, as a family advocate, I

          4  truly believe that empowered families create

          5  empowered children. Let's reflect on our freedom

          6  fighters that fought the best way they knew how to

          7  create a possibility.

          8                 In my school we have a thing of 2,500

          9  registration. At our PTA meeting we have not even 30

         10  parents. But you know what happened? It's not about

         11  the numbers, it's about what we can accomplish. And

         12  each time I walk into the building and I get a

         13  negative response, there's always too positive ones

         14  to overshadow that. So, don't let anyone turn us

         15  back. We have to keep going forward because we know

         16  what our goals are.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, you tell

         19  your daughters you did pretty well. You did. Because

         20  when the buzzer went off, you said in summary and

         21  you summarized within about 30 seconds. You did very

         22  well.

         23                 MS. JAMES: Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Considering that

         25  you talk a lot.
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          2                 Sometimes when you talk a lot, you

          3  have a lot to say.

          4                 MS. JAMES: Yes, definitely.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Which is

          6  important.

          7                 So, Theresa Lantigua, you're next.

          8  Public School 24.

          9                 MS. LANTIGUA: Yes. Hi. I'm a new --

         10  like she is, I'm a new parent.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Welcome to City

         12  Hall.

         13                 MS. LANTIGUA: Thank you.

         14                 I am co-president of Public School

         15  24. We have a new principal. We have a new parent

         16  coordinator. First, I would like to thank you for

         17  hearing me. Our school had a huge big wall, a big,

         18  big brick wall. But we, five parents, we got

         19  together and we knocked down that brick wall. We

         20  contacted our region office, Region 8, Debbie

         21  McCabe. She was wonderful. She came in. She educated

         22  us, she educated five parents, then we educated the

         23  whole entire school, the parents. We brought in

         24  parents. Phone trees, we went to their homes. And

         25  I'm a full-time working parent. We did this at
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          2  night. We did this six, seven, eight, ten o'clock at

          3  night.

          4                 There was a lack of communication.

          5  Our parents needed to be re-educated. That's the

          6  problem. We have a huge immigrant population.

          7  Majority is Spanish-speaking. A lot of them are

          8  illegal. They don't understand what it is to become

          9  a part of the school. They think they're going to be

         10  penalized because they're illegal. We reeducated

         11  them. We said, no, you have to be there for your

         12  children.

         13                 I'm sorry, but we came along, we have

         14  come a long way with a new principal, a new PC, a

         15  new PTA, I don't have the gripes that everyone else

         16  has.

         17                 The region has really helped us. I

         18  called Ms. McCabe, and I feel so bad for her, at

         19  6:00 in the morning, at 8:00 p.m., on weekends, when

         20  she was on vacation, and she always picked up my

         21  phone call and it was wonderful. She heard us cry

         22  together. We cried, we laughed. She was wonderful,

         23  and I don't have the same gripes everybody else

         24  does. I'm sorry.

         25                 Maybe we're not up to that level yet.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You don't need

          3  to be sorry. You don't need to apologize, because if

          4  you have school leadership and regional leadership,

          5  that are educating and working with parents, that's

          6  the ideal situation that we all want to achieve.

          7                 So, don't apologize. You can be happy

          8  that you have that environment.

          9                 MS. LANTIGUA: In seven months, I'm

         10  sorry, we've made $15,000 in seven months.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Excellent.

         12                 Now, let me just ask one or two

         13  questions. District 24, it says 38th Street and 34th

         14  Avenue. Is that in Brooklyn?

         15                 MS. LANTIGUA: District 15, I'm sorry.

         16  Region 8.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: That's District

         18  15, Region 8. That's Brooklyn; is that correct?

         19                 MS. LANTIGUA: Brooklyn, yes.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And how long

         21  have you been the co-President of PS 24?

         22                 MS. LANTIGUA: Seven months.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Seven months?

         24                 MS. LANTIGUA: Seven months.

         25                 Our first PTA president, she saw how
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          2  hard, our first PTA meeting was only one person.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: How many

          4  children in your school?

          5                 MS. LANTIGUA: 836.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And Ms. McCabe

          7  is whom? What's her position?

          8                 MS. LANTIGUA: Office of Parent

          9  Involvement.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Of the region.

         11  Of the region?

         12                 MS. LANTIGUA: Yes. I feel bad for

         13  her, but --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well --

         15                 MS. LANTIGUA: She was there for us.

         16  She answered all our phone calls. She educated us.

         17  We went through the 86 60 --

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Right.

         19                 MS. LANTIGUA: -- With her ten times,

         20  the bylaws. She came down, we educated all our

         21  parents.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Excellent.

         23                 MS. LANTIGUA: In Spanish and English.

         24  We ran overtime. Our principal, she did a total 360.

         25  We have a lot of parent involvement in our school.
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          2                 I congratulate you, and it's good to

          3  hear positive stories, because quite frankly, the

          4  majority of the stories that we've heard today have

          5  not been positive. And these are from parent

          6  leaders. Not to say that there aren't any positive

          7  stories out there, but in the testimony of leaders

          8  of PAs, of CPACs, of School Leadership Team members

          9  and what have you, have not been as positive.

         10                 So, I appreciate a little sunlight in

         11  this dark room.

         12                 All right, let me turn to Sharon

         13  James, Clara Barton High School.

         14                 Are you on the Parents Association --

         15  you said the Title 1 PAC member.

         16                 MS. JAMES: I'm the SLT.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Huh?

         18                 MS. JAMES: I'm also SLT.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: An SLT.

         20                 MS. JAMES: Right.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And how long

         22  have you been on that?

         23                 MS. JAMES: Nine months since October.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Title 1?

         25                 MS. JAMES: Yes.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And SLT?

          3                 MS. JAMES: Yes, because we had a

          4  problem. They had to redo elections in October.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I think you had

          6  indicated that they thought that you were going to

          7  be just --

          8                 MS. JAMES: A pushover.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: In my opinion,

         10  my terminology would be they thought you were going

         11  to be a rubber stamp.

         12                 MS. JAMES: Okay, that's a good thing.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Is that a good

         14  analogy?

         15                 MS. JAMES: It's very good.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And basically

         17  what you're saying to us is that you were not going

         18  to be a rubber stamp?

         19                 MS. JAMES: Oh, no, they realize that

         20  now because I just did what I had to do.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: So, are you now

         22  a problem parent?

         23                 MS. JAMES: Of course. Definitely.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: That's my

         25  terminology.

                                                            272

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 MS. JAMES: And it feels good.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: It feels good?

          4                 MS. JAMES: Yes, it does.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: All right,

          6  Theresa.

          7                 MS. LANTIGUA: Yes.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Oh, I'm sorry.

          9  Let me go back to Pat Thompson. George Westinghouse

         10  High School.

         11                 MS. THOMPSON: Yes.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Are you on the

         13  Parents Association or School Leadership Team, or

         14  what?

         15                 MS. THOMPSON: I'm a part of the PTA.

         16  I'm not an Executive Board member, but as a parent

         17  advocate and a grandparent, of course I come with a

         18  lot of, many years experience. I kind of serve as

         19  the Title 1 go to person.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         21                 MS. THOMPSON: My grandson is a Title

         22  1 --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: So, in essence

         24  you're a Title 1 grandparent in the school?

         25                 MS. THOMPSON: Yes, grandparent
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          2  caretaker.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, good.

          4                 You heard me earlier with saying how

          5  important it is to know that your PA bylaws, your

          6  school leadership team bylaws, the Title 1 bylaws, I

          7  mean, you could have a whole file cabinet full of

          8  resource material and it would take you so long to

          9  learn it. You know, you live and learn every single

         10  day until you gain that knowledge. But there's UPA,

         11  there's United Parents Association, there's CPAC,

         12  all the things that you can get involved.

         13                 MS. THOMPSON: Yes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I want to thank

         15  all three of you for coming in.

         16                 MS. THOMPSON: Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And providing

         18  testimony about this subject of parent involvement.

         19                 Our next panel is John, I believe

         20  Tillman, from Queens, CDEC 29.

         21                 MR. TILLMAN: Yes.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, come on,

         23  John.

         24                 And Sandra Campbell, from Good

         25  Shepard Services. Is Sandra here? Okay, come on,
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          2  Sandra.

          3                 And Scott Davidson, from the National

          4  Youth Rights Association. Is Scott Davidson here?

          5  Okay.

          6                 And Betsy Combier, from Parent

          7  Advocates. Betsy is here.

          8                 And John, how do you pronounce your

          9  last name? Is it Tillman?

         10                 MR. TILLMAN: Tillman. T-i-l-l-m-a-n.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: That's what I

         12  thought.

         13                 All right, John, you're first.

         14  Sandra, and then Betsy.

         15                 So, please, welcome.

         16                 MR. TILLMAN: Hello?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes.

         18                 MR. TILLMAN: John Tillman, President

         19  of CDC 29 in Queens, also a very active parent in

         20  the community.

         21                 My opinion of parent involvement is a

         22  partnership. A partnership of the school community,

         23  UFT, and students, and that's what I don't see.

         24                 Yes, I've heard testimony that we

         25  need to be sitting at the table, and that is so
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          2  right.

          3                 A lot of decisions are made in our

          4  community without consulting us, and that is a major

          5  problem. When we have schools dropped in our

          6  community, when we have a capital plan that is done

          7  without us being involved in it, when we're making

          8  comments on a budget form, not the actual budget,

          9  and, you know, we're not at the table again, it's

         10  problem.

         11                 So, parent involvement, real parent

         12  involvement, as I call it, is inclusion. I think

         13  parents have been disenfranchised. I think parents

         14  are alienated from the process, and that's

         15  discouraging parents from really getting involved.

         16                 Yes, we have work to do in educating

         17  our parents on a process, and we have to do that

         18  work. But I think that if it was more of a welcoming

         19  environment, if we were more included in the

         20  process, if the parents saw that, you know, getting

         21  involved really meant something, I think they would

         22  step up to the plate.

         23                 I sit on the CDC, and, yes, I do

         24  question sometimes the validity of the CDC. You

         25  know, the gentleman, he left, but I did have a
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          2  couple of comments to him about the teeth of the

          3  CDCs.

          4                 I think the real issue is inclusion.

          5  I think that if we are part of the process, I think

          6  they can get comments from us.

          7                 There was a school, a six to 12

          8  school that was put in our community where sixth

          9  graders were being put inside of a high school.

         10                 This was a school that was in a

         11  neighborhood that was pretty bad. They didn't come

         12  to us and ask the community about it, or the CDC

         13  about it. Now there's serious concerns about the

         14  safety of those sixth graders going into a high

         15  school that happens to be an impact school.

         16                 That is just one example of if they

         17  would have come to the community or the CDC, we

         18  could have sat down at the table and made a wise

         19  decision about a location of a school such as that.

         20                 So, inclusion is definitely an issue

         21  in the role of parent involvement.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: John, thank you.

         23                 And you heard the bell, and you sort

         24  of concluded right away. So, obviously you're on

         25  point. I want to thank you for coming in, and I have
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          2  some questions for you when you're finished.

          3                 Sandra Campbell from Good Shepard

          4  Services.

          5                 MS. CAMPBELL: Good evening, and thank

          6  you for giving me the opportunity to speak to the

          7  Council.

          8                 My name is Sandra Campbell. I am the

          9  program director of Good Shepard Services, which is

         10  a community-based organization. It's a school-based

         11  program, and I'm thankful for the opportunity to

         12  speak today, one, as a professional social worker,

         13  but also as a parent of two school-aged children.

         14                 I work for Good Shepard Services,

         15  which is a youth development and family service

         16  agency. We serve over 18,000 participants a year. I

         17  have been working in this position for about 13

         18  years, and I oversee a family support program in a

         19  local elementary and middle school and soon to be

         20  high school, which will then be the only pre-k

         21  through 12 high school in New York City.

         22                 And we have been extremely successful

         23  in working and engaging parents. You know, and some

         24  of the reasons we've been able to do that is we have

         25  a really supportive principal, and the principal has
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          2  really embraced and been committed to the work that

          3  we do. And she's been able to provide access and

          4  resources to us, for us to be available to do many

          5  of the things that we do.

          6                 The school promotes a culture of

          7  openness to families. Our workers have been involved

          8  from, I would say the beginning of the school year,

          9  whether it's doing orientations. We have been

         10  instrumental in planning workshops for parents,

         11  making outreaches to get parents involved in a part

         12  of the school.

         13                 We have been truly influential in

         14  working with parent coordinators.

         15                 At one point I was asked to actually

         16  coach the parent coordinator around how to involve

         17  parents, how to be more open and welcoming to

         18  parents. And I've also done that type of training

         19  with school staff. And I think what's been important

         20  about how we've been able to do this are basically

         21  three things. I will summarize quickly.

         22                 Is that we've made a personal

         23  connection with families. So, we do more than just

         24  sending our flyers, sending out letters, but we're

         25  actually outside greeting parents. We go to tenant
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          2  associations, we are a visible part of the

          3  community.

          4                 Secondly, we actually go and ask

          5  parents what is it that you need? What are some of

          6  your concerns? And then we make an effort to make

          7  sure that those needs are met.

          8                 And thirdly, because we are a social

          9  service agency, we then try to meet the concrete

         10  needs of families. So, whether it's housing issues,

         11  social service needs, employment, training, and so

         12  because we're able to do those things, we're then

         13  able to connect readily to parents.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         16                 And Betsy Combier, Parent Advocates.

         17                 MS. COMBIER: Good evening. We are

         18  parent advocates. We're not lawyers. We're just

         19  parents who saw many years ago that we needed to

         20  focus upon the process of the active rejection of

         21  parents in New York City, not merely -- we ask the

         22  question, not only do we have meaningful parent

         23  involvement, which in our opinion, we don't, not in

         24  the least, but how does the Board of Ed actively go

         25  after ending it? And we have a process whereby we
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          2  have several people working with us now. We make the

          3  phone calls. We try to get accurate information

          4  about what's happening in our City schools, who is

          5  doing what to whom? We think that is the most

          6  helpful that we can be as reporters and paralegals.

          7                 So, we get the accurate information

          8  of specific situations. We go to hearings, we help

          9  the parent through the hearings, because we have the

         10  information. We interview the principal. Why was

         11  this child suspended? What is the special needs of

         12  this child? How can we do the MDR, the functional

         13  behavior analysis?

         14                 We have found that there is no parent

         15  involvement out there. If a parent becomes

         16  knowledgeable, which is very hard to do, because the

         17  parent isn't given any information, that parent is

         18  told over and over again how wrong they are.

         19                 And I'll give you a specific example,

         20  which was mentioned earlier.

         21                 I'm a parent at Stuyvesant. I have

         22  been there seven years. I know the co-presidents

         23  very well. They are not interested in inclusion. And

         24  this year I was not put in the family directory. I

         25  was left off the listserve, so that I was
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          2  deliberately left out of any news of the school. I

          3  couldn't volunteer for any committee. Why was that

          4  on January 26th a Chinese parent was thrown out by

          5  Joan Macris, the Director of Parent Involvement of

          6  Region 9 for speaking to the principal, and the PA

          7  co-presidents didn't like that.

          8                 That is an issue that is now on the

          9  table at Stuyvesant right now, and the Chinese

         10  parents are no longer coming to the school because

         11  they are afraid of it happening to them.

         12                 This is a deliberate attempt to keep

         13  them out of the school. And in addition, Glen

         14  Hopkins came to our last PA meeting on April 27th

         15  and announced to the entire school that there was no

         16  such thing as open meetings law, and the meetings

         17  were closed to parents, to public. And I offered a

         18  different version, and she said, no, that it wasn't

         19  true.

         20                 So, there's an active effort out

         21  there to keep parents out of schools that they want.

         22  And they pick them at random, and they are

         23  deliberate. So, I would offer that. Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         25                 John, CEC for District 29. You're the

                                                            282

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  president.

          3                 MR. TILLMAN: Yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And how long

          5  have you been the CEC member for District 29?

          6                 MR. TILLMAN: For the past two years.

          7  This is the second term.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: The second term.

          9  And how long have you been the leader of that group?

         10                 MR. TILLMAN: This is my first year. I

         11  was First Vice President last year.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And District 29,

         13  what part of Queens? That's in Queens, is that

         14  correct?

         15                 MR. TILLMAN: Yeah. That's Rosedale,

         16  Laurelton, Queens Village.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: What region is

         18  that?

         19                 MR. TILLMAN: Region 3.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Region 3.

         21                 And Sandra, even though you work for

         22  Good Shepard Services --

         23                 MS. CAMPBELL: Yes.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Is that based in

         25  Brooklyn?
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          2                 MS. CAMPBELL: Yes, community-based

          3  organization. It's mainly based in South Brooklyn,

          4  but we do have residential programs in Manhattan.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And when you

          6  talked about the relationship to the schools; is

          7  that in one particular school? And if so, what

          8  school is that?

          9                 MS. CAMPBELL: PS, MS 27 in Brooklyn,

         10  and I am based in that school. We're school-based.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: PS --

         12                 MS. CAMPBELL: MS 27.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: MS 27.

         14                 MS. CAMPBELL: Free school for

         15  leadership.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I gathered from

         17  your testimony that the relationship of the

         18  principal and the parents association is a good

         19  relationship?

         20                 MS. CAMPBELL: Yes, it is. It's a

         21  positive relationship.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: But I also heard

         23  you say that you had to either give some training or

         24  workshop to the parent coordinator about how to

         25  engage parents?
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          2                 MS. CAMPBELL: Yes.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes.

          4                 MS. CAMPBELL: Yes. Because this was a

          5  new job, new responsibility --

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: For the parent

          7  coordinator, you mean?

          8                 MS. CAMPBELL: For the parent

          9  coordinator. And so we were influential in

         10  assisting.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Because we had

         12  that kind of experience, in terms of engaging

         13  parents.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         15                 MS. CAMPBELL: And she and I have

         16  gotten together and wrote some bylaws that were not

         17  able to be voted on and now it's a pretty bad

         18  situation, yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: All right.

         20                 Well, also, have you gone to like

         21  Advocates for Children, or Legal Services to provide

         22  legal services to try to address that situation at

         23  Stuyvesant High School?

         24                 MS. CAMPBELL: We have gone to Scott

         25  Stringer, we've gone to Region 9 office, and we
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          2  filed a grievance about the bylaws election and Mary

          3  and I are, we decided we were going to run for

          4  co-president to try to get these issues to the front

          5  of the forum here.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Can you please

          7  keep our education staff advised so we can see what

          8  we can do to assist in that, as far as addressing

          9  that particular issue?

         10                 MS. CAMPBELL: Thank you. Yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I'm going to ask

         12  my staff to subsequently meet in order to try to get

         13  a handle on this so we can communicate verbally and

         14  in writing to the DOE officials. And we do have a

         15  DOE representative from the City's Legislative

         16  Affairs Office here listening to the testimony, and

         17  Erin Stevens, our Government Affairs for DOE is here

         18  also.

         19                 So, I know that they're taking notes

         20  also, so we're communicating with them about this

         21  situation, okay?

         22                 I want to thank all three of you for

         23  coming in and giving testimony on behalf of your

         24  respective groups and organizations.

         25                 MR. TILLMAN: Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

          3                 MS. COMBIER: Thank you for listening

          4  to us.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Our next group

          6  of panelists is Lynn Paltrow and Allen

          7  Paltrow-Krulbin, I believe. K-r-u-l. My Family/New

          8  York City Lab School. Are they here? Lynn and Allen?

          9  No? Okay.

         10                 Paul Gunwitz. Is Paul here? Okay.

         11  What about Ann DeFalco. Is Ann here? Welcome, Ann.

         12                 And Grace Dalton. Is Grace here?

         13  C'mon, Grace. And Declan. Who is this, Declan?

         14  Declan, please come forward, sir. UFT Parent

         15  Committee. Please come forward.

         16                 Okay, Ann DeFalco from Southbridge

         17  Towers, Inc.

         18                 MS. DeFALCO: Parents Association.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Parents

         20  Association. Is that the name of the school or what?

         21                 MS. DeFALCO: Actually, it's a

         22  residential complex, which is right in CB 1.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: It's in District

         24  1.

         25                 MS. DeFALCO: And I am the co-founder,
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          2  and we just opened that up about a week ago. We got

          3  official --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And what's the

          5  name of the school?

          6                 MS. DeFALCO: No, it's a residential

          7  community.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, go ahead.

          9                 MS. DeFALCO: It's a parent

         10  association.

         11                 Most of our children go to PS 234.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. So this is

         13  the name of the Parents Association?

         14                 MS. DeFALCO: Southbridge Towers

         15  Parents Association.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Go ahead, I'm

         17  sorry.

         18                 MS. DeFALCO: I've been active in the

         19  community for over five years. My name is AnnMarie

         20  DeFalco. Thank you very much for this opportunity to

         21  testify today.

         22                 I'm also a CB 1 youth and education

         23  member of Community Board 1. I have two children in

         24  the public school system.

         25                 I represent Southbridge Towers Parent
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          2  Association, and to me, parent involvement has

          3  become more like parent pick up the slack.

          4                 We sponsor our language programs,

          5  music programs. We extend the special education

          6  programs. Tutors have become a necessity to succeed

          7  in the system.

          8                 School Leadership Teams need to reach

          9  out to parents on a regular basis and work directly

         10  with the CECs and the DOE.

         11                 On policy. Education policy, they're

         12  not just business plans for children, and I feel

         13  that's what it has become on a higher level, one

         14  business plan after another, the extended day

         15  program, the money on the buses, the cell phone

         16  program, the money spent there. We need so much more

         17  with education, and I think that education

         18  specialists must implement policies that serve all

         19  the children.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         22                 And Grace Dalton, IS 109. Where is

         23  that at, in Queens?

         24                 MS. DALTON: Yes, in Queens Village.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Go right ahead,
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          2  Grace, please.

          3                 MS. DALTON: Okay. Well, I wear many

          4  hats. One, I have been with the United Parents

          5  Association, when they was working in -- I also was

          6  in Urban League, and in the community. I'm also a

          7  PEST in IS 109, which means Parents Empowering

          8  Students Today. It consists of parents that got

          9  school -- that consists with parents with children

         10  in school, plus the community, or the neighborhood,

         11  and it's been in the news and everything and it was

         12  one part of it from City Hall here that we made it,

         13  I told, a solution of trying to keep down discipline

         14  and everything, because we don't have enough safety

         15  guards, et cetera.

         16                 What I'm here for is to advocate for

         17  everybody, not just 109. And the middle school, we

         18  do have problems. Number one, I want to mention the

         19  name of the school, because whoever it might,

         20  whoever -- what's that word? Whoever the shoe fits,

         21  okay?

         22                 Last year there was an incident

         23  happening in an elementary school where parents was

         24  very upset of things going on in the school, and

         25  with this it turned out that they brought it to the
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          2  community, the community education people, about

          3  what was going on in there. Then next time we found

          4  out there was a big riot pertaining to kids were

          5  sitting on the floor, eating on the floor.

          6                 The Chancellor Klein came out, and he

          7  did apologize for it, and after investigation he

          8  turned around and removed that teacher. But the bad

          9  part about it is, where everybody is complaining,

         10  and to my horror, I found they're telling the truth,

         11  that a lot of parents are being, and children being

         12  hostile by being removed from their school any time

         13  they make a complaint.

         14                 For instance, in this middle school,

         15  this parent who led the, I don't know how to say it,

         16  not riot, but rally about the kid, it seems that

         17  after the Chancellor came back and did remove that

         18  teacher, it seems that her child was harassed. In

         19  other words, when he went to school, the child was

         20  constantly harassed so she kept him home. So, the

         21  backlog came out of that? It came out that she

         22  wouldn't let the kid go to school, and then they

         23  called the CS -- what's that, for the child abuse?

         24  Because you know how it is when the kids don't go to

         25  school, you know how they sent it, so it was such a
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          2  horror that she had to go through, the lady was

          3  trying to bring out the people. So, now I know what

          4  they're saying, that it's true.

          5                 The other part is, a teacher was

          6  removed from there because she was Haitian and she

          7  was teaching all kids, and they said they didn't

          8  need no -- what's that different language and stuff,

          9  they all supposed to be in English? Well, when I

         10  found out from one of my executive board members

         11  that was a president at that time, Ms. Jackson, she

         12  told me that would you believe that all the

         13  children, Haitian and Creole, or whatever, in

         14  Jamaica, they all passed the test in English. So, no

         15  matter what, they had five classes that was teaching

         16  kids that needed to learn the two language and

         17  stuff. They passed the test in English. So, for

         18  people to complain that because they're Haitian and

         19  they're Jamaican and stuff. That is wrong. They did

         20  need that class, but unfortunately, it was removed

         21  from saying they didn't need it. And now the poor

         22  teachers in another way.

         23                 Another problem came out --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Grace.

         25                 MS. DALTON: Yeah?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You've got to

          3  conclude.

          4                 MS. DALTON: I want to talk about the

          5  parent environment.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: No, you've got

          7  to conclude within 30 seconds, Grace.

          8                 MS. DALTON: Okay. Well, I told you

          9  some of the stories, I did want to talk about parent

         10  environment.

         11                 On parent environment, I think that

         12  you need to have a child care service where the

         13  parents can lead their kid in the room or whatever,

         14  due to the fact is they don't have to stay at home,

         15  so they can go to the meeting, and that you would

         16  have more people to come out.

         17                 If you hire, or maybe have the school

         18  leadership team have a plan where a stipend can come

         19  out, you have a teacher, you have a para, you have

         20  one of the learning leaders people. You maybe can

         21  make up some kind of stipend, you will bring more

         22  parents out if you do that, because we are losing

         23  our parents, and our parents are not coming out

         24  because they either have to stay home to help the

         25  kids for the staff, the tests, that would help them
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          2  to do their homework. We need more parents, because

          3  it's not like it used to be.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you,

          5  Grace.

          6                 Declan Onuoha. How do you pronounce

          7  your name?

          8                 MR. ONUOHA: Onuoha.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, I was

         10  trying --

         11                 MR. ONUOHA: Good evening, Council

         12  members. It's really an honor for me to be here, and

         13  indeed a privilege.

         14                 I recently learned about this few

         15  days ago after I showed up at UFT Parent Committee

         16  meeting that I've been a member for a long time.

         17  Actually, I was one of the people that got involved

         18  with it.

         19                 Anyway, I'm currently on leave of

         20  absence as a special ed teacher. I have a license in

         21  special education. It's really a long story, I don't

         22  have much time to tell you the nitty-gritty stuff. I

         23  was actually cut off from the system via my

         24  imagination, not knowing that they were tampering

         25  with the best and the brightest, just to put it that
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          2  way. I was brought up from the best, right from

          3  Nigeria in high school, and I want to Alabama A&M,

          4  got my master's, and I have a business management

          5  before I move into New York City in 1994. Ever since

          6  then I've been into education. I put my heart and

          7  soul in teaching American kids, not just in the

          8  public school system. I started from BMCC as a

          9  senior tutor, while doing substitute with Board of

         10  Ed. Eventually I left BMCC, and became a full-time

         11  teacher in the school system.

         12                 Ever since then I've been teaching

         13  here and there. Queens College, five years Upward

         14  Bound, and then running a workshop at Anwar Adult

         15  Basic Education in Manhattan for more than seven

         16  years.

         17                 Anyway, the point I'm trying to make

         18  is this: We really have to redefine who we are as

         19  educators, individually and collectively. I don't

         20  see why we should say we mean business, and we don't

         21  see it in reality. Parental involvement is

         22  critically important because charity begins at home.

         23  Parents are to take responsibility for their kids.

         24  School educators cannot do it alone. We are not the

         25  only one who are supposed to train your kids. You
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          2  have to accept that responsibility as your flesh and

          3  blood.

          4                 I do have two children, even though I

          5  am separated from them as a result from the cross

          6  I'm carrying, because of being cut off from the

          7  system, but I'm still moving on. What somebody said,

          8  once an educator, always an educator. My father

          9  retired as a superintendent of a school in Nigeria,

         10  so I still have that zeal and zest to carry on.

         11                 So, it's critically important that we

         12  support parental involvement movement, because on

         13  the longrun, it's going to do more good than harm.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you. Thank

         16  you.

         17                 Ann, let me ask a question. The

         18  Southbridge Towers Parents Association, Inc., is

         19  that a new association, or has it been around?

         20                 MS. DeFALCO: Yes. No, it's brand new.

         21  I got the approval last week --

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And it's

         23  affiliated with what school?

         24                 MS. DeFALCO: With PS 234. But also

         25  we've advocated strongly for the Beacon Street
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          2  School that was almost not to exist. We recently got

          3  the funding back.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

          5                 MS. DeFALCO: So, I've been wanting

          6  this Committee for a very long time. In the 30

          7  years, the east side of City Hall has never had a

          8  school.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         10                 MS. DeFALCO: And it's about time that

         11  they let us parents get together and form committees

         12  and participate, and I've been able to accomplish

         13  that.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         15                 And Grace, as far as IS 109.

         16                 MS. DALTON: Yes.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Are you a parent

         18  there, or a grandparent there or what?

         19                 MS. DALTON: I am a PEST appointed by

         20  the PTA and approved by the principal as a public

         21  relations. I go from one place to another. I bring

         22  back information and everything. I get involved.

         23  Like I said, we have the PEST. I work with the PTA,

         24  volunteer, no money, no fee.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

                                                            297

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2                 MS. DALTON: And to let them know

          3  primary procedures and everything, the goods and the

          4  bads.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

          6                 And Declan?

          7                 MR. ONUOHA: Yes.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You're on the

          9  UFT parent committee.

         10                 MR. ONUOHA: Yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Now, what is the

         12  purpose, if any, of the UFT parent committee?

         13                 MR. ONUOHA: Yes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: What is the

         15  purpose, if any, of the UFT Committee? What's the

         16  goal and objective of that Committee?

         17                 MR. ONUOHA: Well, I think in a

         18  nutshell it proposes to correct a lot of problems

         19  that have been lingering in the system for a long,

         20  long time.

         21                 We have passion for quality

         22  education. And in fact, I used to run a newsletter

         23  which said, Quality education is not just expensive

         24  -- I mean, it's not expensive, there is prizes and

         25  pressures.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, I want to

          3  thank all three of you for coming in and giving your

          4  opinions about the issue of parent involvement in

          5  our schools.

          6                 MR. ONUOHA: Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you. Thank

          8  you, Grace.

          9                 Okay, next -- I'm trying to read your

         10  handwriting. Is this Ester Yang? Ester, yes. She's a

         11  parent. And Ms. April Sepanski. She's representing

         12  herself and her children. Is she here? Please come

         13  forward. And Marva Weeks, Teachers Preparation. Is

         14  Marva here? Okay, please come forward. And I believe

         15  Ester, you can move over. Move over to the full

         16  table. You don't have to sit on the edge. And

         17  please, just pronounce your name for me, please.

         18                 MS. YANG: Ester Yang.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I'm sorry. Say

         20  it again?

         21                 MS. YANG: Ester Yang.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, that's

         23  what I thought.

         24                 You may begin, Ester, please.

         25                 MS. YANG: My name is Ester Yang, and
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          2  this is my daughter. She goes to school at PS 16,

          3  Staten Island. But I live in Manhattan.

          4                 I'm here because I am a former PTA

          5  president, I'm a former PTA treasurer, I also sit on

          6  the high school leadership team. One of the biggest

          7  problems that I see for parents involvement is that

          8  the parent coordinator does not have any power, and

          9  because neither does the SLT, and technically,

         10  neither does the PTA.

         11                 You know, I was raised with eight

         12  brothers. My brother has always picked me up from

         13  school, always popped their heads in, and always

         14  pretty much get very involved. I'm 44 years old, I

         15  don't smoke, I don't drink, I never did drugs, maybe

         16  there's a possibility because my brothers was always

         17  in my life and that I was never left alone.

         18                 I think it's the most important

         19  things that when I come home my mother was always

         20  there, and that I just felt that for my brothers and

         21  I, that they have access to my school, to be able to

         22  see if something is wrong, but it is unfortunate to

         23  see, as a former PTA president and also sit in a

         24  current school leadership, that when we go to

         25  school, I have a school safety agent that barely
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          2  said good morning to me, that I think it is a

          3  disservice when we don't have high expectations for

          4  kind words and kind acts to have courtesy, to expect

          5  the best, because if we don't invest now, these

          6  children will have to pay later. So, we have

          7  choices.

          8                 And I hear one of the Council members

          9  said, that what kind of teeth the City Council

         10  members should have. Well, I think we should have

         11  teeth, find any teeth, anything and everything to

         12  get that teeth. Because until we said enough, until

         13  we said we want better schools, we're not putting

         14  any more money, until we boycott whatever we need to

         15  do to get better school, I think this foolishness

         16  has to end.

         17                 Because just to wrap it up --

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Sure.

         19                 MS. YANG: I certainly don't want to

         20  have this color coded as if I'm a criminal in a

         21  principal office to go where I'm going. And I find

         22  it totally unacceptable. And if you ask my daughter

         23  Grace, Grace, would you like to see me in school

         24  every day?

         25                 GRACE: Yeah.
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          2                 MS. YANG: There it is. The vote

          3  matters.

          4                 And I think -- like I said, I'm going

          5  to be 45 in November and I think I am what I am

          6  because my brothers were so involved in my school,

          7  my mom was so involved in my school, and I think

          8  it's really, really important that the kids have

          9  that opportunity.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you,

         11  Ester.

         12                 Marva Weekes, Teachers Preparation.

         13                 MS. WEEKES: I'm here.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. Go ahead,

         15  please. Pull the mike up to you and you may begin at

         16  any time you're ready.

         17                 MS. WEEKES: I want to say a pleasant

         18  good evening to you all.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Good evening.

         20                 MS. WEEKES: Okay, my name is Marva

         21  Weekes. I'm a parent. I'm the PTA president of the

         22  school. I'm also on the SLT. One thing I like about

         23  the school, it is not overcrowded. This is something

         24  I have fought for since elementary, my kids in them.

         25                 Also, the children in the school are
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          2  academically challenged. And also what they do,

          3  after school, they target their students that need

          4  help in certain areas.

          5                 As a parent, I encourage the other

          6  parents in helping them with the workshop, the

          7  parents coordinator, which is Ms. Cooper, she also

          8  is very much involved, and have been during the

          9  workshops, had fundraising and different activities

         10  to bring in the parents into the school.

         11                 But there is one problem that I'm

         12  very concerned about, which is the safety of our

         13  children, with the safety officers. They are not

         14  responsible people at the desk there. Because about

         15  two weeks ago I saw one of the -- two of the

         16  students were wrestling. I call out, the sergeant

         17  was standing right there, I call his attention

         18  pertaining to that situation, and he was very rude,

         19  and very disrespectful to me. He said that you do

         20  not have to listen to me, or anyone in the school.

         21                 Another issue is the ventilation in

         22  the cafeteria and in the gym. One of the employee,

         23  maybe she has allergy. She doesn't want none of the

         24  windows open, so that a little bit of fresh air can

         25  come in so that the children in the cafeteria can
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          2  get at also.

          3                 So, these are some issues that we

          4  need to look into at if we can get help, especially

          5  the safety of our children, this is what I would

          6  like.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, thank you.

          8                 Ms. April Sepanski. She's

          9  representing herself and her three children.

         10                 MS. SEPANSKI: Yes, hi. Good evening.

         11  My name is April Sepanski. I have three children.

         12  Their span of age is far apart. My daughter, the

         13  oldest, she's going to be 26 in August, my son is 16

         14  and a half, and my youngest son is nine.

         15                 They all attended the same public

         16  school in Astoria, Queens, District 30, and I can

         17  say I've seen, speaking of the curriculum

         18  especially, I've seen a large, a very big change in

         19  what children were taught and expected to understand

         20  in the elementary school.

         21                 My daughter, she went to school, she

         22  had little problems, but it wasn't like what my son

         23  is having, and the type of homework that he's being

         24  given. I feel I've been very free to contact the

         25  school teacher. You know, I see her when I pick up
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          2  my son on Parents/Teachers Day, I go there and I get

          3  to speak to the teacher of our concerns.

          4                 But when it comes to the day-to-day

          5  things going on in my son's high school, he's in an

          6  overcrowded high school in Long Island City, it's

          7  very hard to know what's actually going on in the

          8  schools.

          9                 I was told -- I speak to his guidance

         10  counselor the most. As I said, the school is

         11  overcrowded, and the kids are expected to get from

         12  the bottom level to the top very quickly.

         13                 I made a special effort to tell the

         14  guidance counselor that I'd like the teachers to

         15  feel free to call me at any time if they have any

         16  problem with my son and his homework and if he's,

         17  you know, attending class, not cutting. I feel like

         18  I'm constantly having to reach out to them. I feel

         19  like I'm chasing them.

         20                 My son tells me one story of what

         21  goes on, and then I have to hear another one from

         22  the teachers. It's hard for the parents to know

         23  what's going on if the teachers are afraid to call.

         24                 They'll say, when they call once in

         25  awhile, a teacher will call and say, oh, I'm sorry
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          2  to bother you, Ms. Sepanski. And I'll say, sorry to

          3  bother me? I'm happy to hear from you. I'm surprised

          4  you're the only one who has called me. I want them

          5  to feel free. I think that would help a lot.

          6                 Also, they have -- I'm wondering

          7  about the new curriculum. Who decided on this new

          8  curriculum? I heard in the first day of school two

          9  years ago when it started, the parents, even the

         10  teachers were sort of puzzled on why is this being

         11  pushed so much? Who decided on the new curriculum?

         12  Parents had nothing to do with it. Grandparents I

         13  know have complained that the homework for their

         14  third and fourth graders is so hard that they're all

         15  communing together to say how do you do this? What

         16  do they expect from the kids? The parents didn't

         17  have anything to do to review the curriculum in the

         18  school. That should be more accessible curriculum.

         19                 Let me see --

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: If you can just

         21  conclude, if you don't  mind.

         22                 MS. SEPANSKI: I guess that's about

         23  it. They should make maybe on Saturday the schools

         24  more accessible to parents. They can't make the

         25  morning meetings because they have a lot to do
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          2  during the day. They have, maybe they're working. In

          3  the evening they're helping with this difficult

          4  homework, and making dinner, cleaning up after

          5  dinner. Why can't they have the schools more

          6  accessible maybe on a weekend where another parent

          7  can be home to watch the kids, and then all the

          8  parents could participate more easily. Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

         10                 MS. SEPANSKI: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Ester, you said

         12  that you were a former president and treasurer of

         13  the parents association, was that PS 16 or another

         14  school?

         15                 MS. YANG: PS 16.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: PS 16. And it

         17  seems as though quite a number of PA leaders, PA

         18  presidents, School Leadership Teams, CECs, people

         19  that are involved in leadership positions, have the

         20  same type of opinions you have. And let me just ask

         21  the question, did you have the same opinions you

         22  expressed here today, as you had when you first

         23  started to be involved as a parent leader? And what,

         24  if anything, has changed your opinion, if it was not

         25  the same?
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          2                 MS. YANG: The problem is, in our

          3  history, there's three branches of government with

          4  checks and balances, I think the problem is there's

          5  no full disclosure, there's no transparency. These

          6  children are our children. I feel that parents are

          7  not being part of the team. I think it's really

          8  important administrations, UFT liaisons, DC 37, and

          9  everyone else to understand, we're in it together.

         10  This is for the best interest of the children. It's

         11  the principal above personality, but when you start

         12  building bureaucracy after bureaucracy and creating

         13  rules just to make up rules, I think we're doing

         14  ourself a disservice. Because at the end of the day,

         15  you and I will not be here in 100 years. We hope

         16  that our children will be able to have tools and

         17  resources to run the country. But we're doing

         18  ourselves a disservice. I don't want to be here. I

         19  don't want to have a hearing. I just think that

         20  simple common sense, statistics have proven that the

         21  more parents get involved, the better the kids are.

         22                 My brother did not get scholarship

         23  for UPAN for nothing. My brother did not get, almost

         24  a perfect SAT score, 1598 out of 1600 for nothing. I

         25  think it's because of parent involvement, it's
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          2  because of parents being there. But I think the

          3  teachers and the administrations and all the union

          4  leaders are doing themself a disservice when they

          5  eliminate the parents who bore the children. I think

          6  it's morally wrong.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, Marva, you

          8  say you're the PTA President and the School

          9  Leadership Team, for what school is that, please?

         10                 MS. WEEKES: Teachers Preparatory.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Where is that

         12  located at?

         13                 MS. WEEKES: That is located at 226

         14  Bristol Street in Brooklyn.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: 226. It's in

         16  Brooklyn.

         17                 MS. WEEKES: Yes.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Is that a high

         19  school, an intermediate school or what?

         20                 MS. WEEKES: It's mixed in that high

         21  school and also from seventh grade, middle school.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And how long

         23  have you been involved as a PTA leader in any

         24  capacity at that school?

         25                 MS. WEEKES: I've been involved this
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          2  year for about nine months.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Nine months.

          4                 MS. WEEKES: About that.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Relatively new.

          6                 MS. WEEKES: I've been in the

          7  community with the PTA for more than 14 years.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

          9                 Do you have, as a new School

         10  Leadership Team and PTA president, do you have the

         11  school's bylaws? I mean the bylaws of the PTA? Do

         12  you have the bylaws of the SLT? Do you have the

         13  bylaws of the Community Education Council?

         14                 MS. WEEKES: Yes, we have the bylaws.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And you

         16  understand all of those things?

         17                 MS. WEEKES: Yes, we do. I do.

         18                 Also, there's one thing I forgot to

         19  mention, that the district keeps them having it in

         20  the same Thursday of the month, the same that we are

         21  having it, although they knew that we have our

         22  meeting at that same time.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: So, you have

         24  your meeting --

         25                 MS. WEEKES: On the third Thursday.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And the district

          3  has their meeting --

          4                 MS. WEEKES: Right.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: How many schools

          6  in the district? So, you know, one can argue that

          7  you've got to have it on some day and maybe a

          8  conflict with one school or the other, but you've

          9  got to have it, right?

         10                 MS. WEEKES: Yes, we must have our PTA

         11  meeting. This is something very important.

         12  Especially in our community to get our parents

         13  involved.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. Let me

         15  just play devil's advocate for a second. If I'm a

         16  district and there is, let's say 25, 30 schools in a

         17  district, you've got to have a meeting on some day

         18  and more than likely there is going to be a

         19  conflict; couldn't you just as well change your PA

         20  meeting to another day so that you can attend a

         21  district meeting?

         22                 MS. WEEKES: Well, we do, myself and

         23  the co-president, one attend and one stays.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         25                 MS. WEEKES: But by right, we send
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          2  them the calendar, they ask us to do that to see

          3  what time that we are having our meeting.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Right.

          5                 MS. WEEKES: And if you do have that

          6  information, why it is, you know, you do that, and

          7  what also that does --

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, have you

          9  asked them to change their meeting date? Have you

         10  asked them to do that? Seriously.

         11                 MS. WEEKES: No, I have not. But I've

         12  tried, we work together, myself and the

         13  co-president.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. Well, I

         15  think one of the issues, one of the points that were

         16  made, communication is a two-way street and is very,

         17  very important. So maybe you should ask them in

         18  writing whether or not they could change their

         19  meeting date.

         20                 Now, I don't know if you would get

         21  the results that you desire, but there's no harm in

         22  asking though.

         23                 MS. WEEKES: You know you would not.

         24  And they do it like little after five.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I don't assume
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          2  anything, even though, you know, I think that you

          3  should ask, because you never know.

          4                 MS. WEEKES: But if we give them the

          5  information on the paper that we send at the

          6  beginning of the year --

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes.

          8                 MS. WEEKES: Then they knows (sic)

          9  that our meeting is held that time and they should

         10  be, incorporate, try to incorporate us, or they can

         11  do something different.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         13                 And April, let me just say thank you

         14  for coming and representing yourself and your three

         15  children. And my colleague and I agree that you look

         16  too young to have three children, 26, 16 and 9.

         17                 MS. SEPANSKI: I just celebrated, in

         18  April, 24th, my 51st birthday.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well,

         20  congratulations.

         21                 Well, I want to thank all three of

         22  you for coming in and taking the time out of your

         23  busy schedule to come give testimony on this very

         24  important issue.

         25                 MS. SEPANSKI: Okay, thank you.
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          2                 MS. YANG: Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.

          4                 Next, Antron Gonzalez, from Teachers'

          5  Prep School. Is Antron here? And Anthony Mampilly.

          6  Is Anthony here? And Tamara Rowe from PS 3, Clinton

          7  School for Writers and Artists. Please come forward.

          8                 And is Michael Propper,

          9  P-r-i-p-p-e-r, is Michael here? Michael, please come

         10  forward, District 2 CEC President. Please, if both

         11  of you could sit at the table, that would be great.

         12  Oh, I'm sorry.

         13                 All four of you, come on up. What's

         14  your name, brother, Antron?

         15                 MR. GONZALEZ: Yes, sir.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. Because I

         17  didn't hear you respond. I thought you weren't here.

         18  So please come forward, all four of you is fine.

         19                 Okay, who did I call first? Antron,

         20  Teachers' Prep School, you can begin, please.

         21                 Press the button, Antron, if you

         22  don't mind. Go ahead. Try it again. Speak into it

         23  first.

         24                 MR. GONZALEZ: Good evening,

         25  Congressman.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I'm not a

          3  Congressman. Not yet anyhow.

          4                 MR. GONZALEZ: Council.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Council members.

          6                 MR. GONZALEZ: Councilman. And thanks

          7  for the opportunity.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Put the mike

          9  down so we can hear you, sir. There you go. Speak

         10  right into the mike.

         11                 MR. GONZALEZ: And thanks for the

         12  opportunity you are giving me to express my concerns

         13  about the education in our country, especially here

         14  in New York City.

         15                 I'm a parent volunteer in Teachers

         16  Preparatory School. This is my first year as a

         17  volunteer in this school, although I served about

         18  ten years in other, like for instance the Lemontary

         19  Middle School (phonetic) of my children, my kids, in

         20  which I serve as a president of the PTA, treasurer

         21  of other organizations. It's been a wonderful

         22  experience working --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Speak directly

         24  into the mike.

         25                 MR. GONZALEZ: Wonderful experience
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          2  working with all these amazing professionals like

          3  Ms. Cooper, our parent coordinator, and I only have

          4  one comment to bring to the table at this moment,

          5  and it's related to something that our president

          6  already mentioned, but I would like to refer to this

          7  particular matter one more again, since I don't feel

          8  that it was appropriately addressed.

          9                 What happened is that when I had this

         10  experience, it reminds me of my first years working

         11  as a volunteer in a elementary school.

         12                 I remember I used to help in lunch

         13  duty, and I remember there was issues on whether

         14  should we open the windows, we got to keep them

         15  closed. So when I confronted these situation, again

         16  now in high school, I went to my principal, and I

         17  told him that I was thinking in going to the

         18  district, and he told me that perhaps if I do this,

         19  I will hit a wall since there is nothing written

         20  about this particular matter, and I'm referring to

         21  the lack of ventilation, who is going to control the

         22  ventilation in common areas of the lunchroom,

         23  because in this particular case, this lady, the

         24  cook, she suffer from asthma, she told me, oh, you

         25  can't open those windows, after I request the proper
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          2  officers, the permit to ventilate a little the

          3  cafeteria. So, my principal told me that there's

          4  nothing written on this particular matter, and I

          5  think it's very important because one person have a

          6  condition so perhaps to 500 students have to be

          7  suffocated just for this employee. And I would like

          8  to see something happen regarding this matter.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, thank you.

         11  And I may have a question for you.

         12                 Anthony Mampilly.

         13                 MR. MAMPILLY: Mampilly.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Mampilly, right?

         15                 MR. MAMPILLY: Yes.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, welcome.

         17  CEC District 25.

         18                 MR. MAMPILLY: Respected Council

         19  Member Robert Jackson, members of the panel, fellow

         20  parents and supporters for the cause of education,

         21  I'm truly deeply honored and privileged to speak on

         22  this forum.

         23                 Here are some of my observations and

         24  comments on parent involvement in our district.

         25  There are several valuable initiatives going on day
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          2  in and day out in which parents participate and are

          3  involved in children through formal and informal

          4  channels, and the results are truly showing.

          5                 On issues of wider importance to

          6  parents, then involvement is strong, significant,

          7  evident and visible.

          8                 We recently had a decision in our

          9  district to reconfigure the whole district in a very

         10  short notice, and parents strongly opposed that

         11  decision. They expressed their honest objections to

         12  this resulting to the decision being deferred by a

         13  year.

         14                 We have some PTA groups actively

         15  involved in participating in the school process, by

         16  organizing exciting events, besides involving

         17  families and complimenting the education process,

         18  and also raising some needed funds that help defray

         19  costs involved in the school.

         20                 We are confident and committed to

         21  stimulate more parental involvement. We have

         22  recently established a safety committee which

         23  focuses on improving the overall safety in the

         24  schools in our district. This involves the community

         25  as a whole unit, not just the CEC, the parents, the
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          2  school system, it's also going beyond into other

          3  organizations, like Department of Transportation and

          4  so on.

          5                 They are actively engaged in

          6  collaborating with the leading Hall of Science to

          7  set up some free classes on amateur radio, and also

          8  attending some science fairs to share the experience

          9  with them. We have been involved in disseminating

         10  information on exiting initiatives of value to

         11  children.

         12                 For example, a leading hardware

         13  depot, and that's the kids workshop, and we share

         14  this information to the public.

         15                 These are some of the few initiatives

         16  which represents the measure of the involvement of

         17  the parent community in our district.

         18                 To sum it up, there is a constant

         19  dialogue, a constant interaction, and we may have

         20  difference of opinion, but yet, there is an active

         21  involvement, and that's what I'd like to share.

         22                 I can confidently report that parents

         23  continue to be actively involved in the school, and

         24  the involvement is getting better.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you, sir.

          3                 Tamara Rowe, PS 3 and Center --

          4  Clinton School for Writers and Artists.

          5                 MS. ROWE: Yes. Thank you. Thanks for

          6  giving us the opportunity to talk tonight. I am also

          7  a PTA president at the elementary school level. I'm

          8  a vice president of the PTA about the elementary and

          9  the middle school right now, and I think that one of

         10  the problems that many of our schools are having,

         11  and our successful schools, is almost too much

         12  parent involvement, because we are trying so hard to

         13  make up for what the City and the State doesn't

         14  provide us, in terms of funding for our schools.

         15                 We're doing constant fundraisers,

         16  we're helping out in the classrooms. And my

         17  elementary school, we raise money for art, music,

         18  movement and science. We have now a mandated science

         19  curriculum, and yet we have no money allocated from

         20  the State or the City to pay for a science teacher.

         21  So, our PTA raised money, and we have a parent who

         22  coordinates our science program.

         23                 We have parents that I think really

         24  want to see our whole child, the whole child

         25  educated. I'm afraid that the direction that Klein
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          2  and Bloomberg have gone is more of a business model,

          3  with their micromanaging, and they're not really

          4  looking at what are the long-term educational

          5  prospects going to be for our kids. We need to

          6  educate our kids for global economies, they need to

          7  be creative and independent thinkers, and the way

          8  the Board of Ed is working right now is we are

          9  trying to increase standardization and decrease the

         10  opportunities for project-based, meaningful

         11  educational activities in the classroom.

         12                 So, I think many parents have been

         13  very vocal about the need to reduce standardized

         14  testing, to reduce our class size, so that teachers

         15  can meet the individual needs of our students in the

         16  classroom, and to increase accountability from the

         17  Board of Ed, that when they make decisions, they

         18  listen to the parents before they make decisions

         19  that are critical for our children's education.

         20                 The cell phone policy is just the

         21  latest example of the Board of Ed paying lip service

         22  to parental involvement. You have six avenues in

         23  which they could have consulted parents on that and

         24  other policies; PTAs, parent coordinators,

         25  presidents councils, CECs, CPAC, and the Panel on
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          2  Education Policy. And at no time does the Board of

          3  Ed actually consult. Those are just opportunities

          4  for parents to hear themselves speak and feel like

          5  they're making a difference, and then the decisions

          6  that are made on high absolutely do not take into

          7  account the feelings of the parents in the schools

          8  themselves.

          9                 So, that's where I would like to see

         10  a little bit more responsiveness at the higher level

         11  of bureaucracy. Up into the district level I feel

         12  we're pretty good in District 2, but you get beyond

         13  the district level and your concerns fall upon deaf

         14  ears.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you,

         16  Tamara.

         17                 And Michael Propper from District 2,

         18  CEC president. Is your last name Propper, sir? Did I

         19  pronounce it correct?

         20                 MR. PROPPER: My name is Propper. You

         21  pronounced it beautifully. And I'm used to this

         22  sparsing of the crowd, it's kind of like a CEC

         23  meeting.

         24                 I do want to say that I came this

         25  evening at the behalf of the fellow Council member
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          2  to speak in support of the cell phone issue, and I

          3  would like to just say out loud without addressing

          4  it that I have full confidence that the issue itself

          5  will be well addressed prior to June the 14th. Call

          6  me naive, but I don't intend to be back here the

          7  14th, I'm leaving that in your hands.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, I hope it

          9  to be resolved by then. If not, we will hold a full

         10  hearing on it.

         11                 MR. PROPPER: Well, I would certainly

         12  hope so.

         13                 In any event, I want to be clear that

         14  I'm seen as a parent in District 2. I have a

         15  nine-year-old in PS 183, and my experience is

         16  limited to the elementary school level, and as a

         17  participant in the communication council.

         18                 I think that the parental

         19  involvement, and the interaction with the Department

         20  of Education is fairly effective at the district and

         21  regional level.

         22                 I think where the breakdown takes

         23  place is the arrogance of central, where policy is

         24  handed down without consultation of parent and a

         25  parent community, and it puts the district and the
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          2  regional administrators in a very awkward position.

          3                 I think they're doing their very best

          4  to work effectively with the CECs and the Presidents

          5  Council. I also think that the parents have been

          6  effectively divided. We have too many acronyms

          7  within the community, between the Presidents

          8  Council, the CEC, CPAC, something has got to go.

          9  Parents are not professional lobbyists, parents need

         10  to have a central point of contact. The CEC or the

         11  Presidents Council or CPAC, someone needs to be

         12  consulted as a representation of the parental

         13  community. We should not be given authority. We're

         14  not necessarily qualified to have the authority to

         15  govern over decisions. However, we should be

         16  consulted prior to, the decisions and policies

         17  should not be handed down on such an arrogant level

         18  that we're scrapping together with the district and

         19  region to try to keep relations in place and handle

         20  these decisions properly.

         21                 So, I think my first recommendation

         22  would be, and I was recently interviewed by the

         23  Borough President's Office, there's a problem with

         24  the CEC, the structure, CEC and its role, the

         25  Presidents Council role, and CPAC, and there are too
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          2  many of them. And I feel very strongly, having spent

          3  two years as the President of CEC in District 2,

          4  that one of them needs to be disbanded, and the

          5  parents, again, need to be consolidated to more

          6  effectively advocate for themselves, and when you

          7  water down that entity, it's a very unhealthy place

          8  to be.

          9                 Thank you for listening to me this

         10  evening.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Let me just ask

         12  a couple of questions to all of you.

         13                 Michael, you're CEC President for how

         14  long?

         15                 MR. PROPPER: Since the inception.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Since the

         17  inception. And also your involvement as a parent in

         18  your children's education or your child's education?

         19                 MR. PROPPER: Well, I coach baseball,

         20  coach basketball, my wife is the president of the

         21  PTA at PS 183, my mother has been on the Board of

         22  Education in New Rochelle for 30 years. I'm kind of

         23  an education brat.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. That's

         25  good. So, you're not a newby?
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          2                 MR. PROPPER: By no stretch.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. All right,

          4  okay. And District 2, that goes -- where is that

          5  geographically? It goes up the east side?

          6                 MR. PROPPER: It's a long band from

          7  Chinatown, actually, it goes up from Chinatown to

          8  the Upper East Side and even touches the west a

          9  little bit. We also have several high schools in the

         10  district. We're the only district to have high

         11  schools under the district.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         13                 And Tamara Rowe, PS 3, where is that

         14  located at, please?

         15                 MS. ROWE: It's in Lower Manhattan.

         16  It's in Greenwich Village, the West Village.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And how long

         18  have you been involved in the parents association?

         19  You're the PTA president or PA president at that

         20  school?

         21                 MS. ROWE: I was PTA president for two

         22  years and now I'm a vice president.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay, at that

         24  school?

         25                 MS. ROWE: Yes. And I've been on the
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          2  SLT for three years, and I've been involved with the

          3  PTA for nine years at the school.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Nine years.

          5                 MS. ROWE: I have three children, I

          6  have eight, ten and 13.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

          8                 MS. ROWE: And I'm a vice president at

          9  the middle school.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And Anthony,

         11  District 25; what's your position on the CEC in

         12  District 25?

         13                 MR. MAMPILLY: I'm a member of the

         14  CEC, and also Chair of the Technology and Science

         15  Committee.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: And where is

         17  District 25 located at?

         18                 MR. MAMPILLY: Region 3. It's the

         19  Flushing area.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: In Flushing?

         21                 MR. MAMPILLY: Yes.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay.

         23                 And Antron, you said that you were a

         24  parent volunteer; is that correct? Good.

         25                 Well, let me just say, I want to
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          2  thank all of you for coming in and giving testimony.

          3                 I think, Antron, you mentioned Ms.

          4  Cooper is your parent coordinator. Is Ms. Cooper

          5  here? Where is Ms. Cooper at? Right there, okay.

          6  Well, very good. Excellent.

          7                 Okay, thank you, Ms. Cooper. As a

          8  parent coordinator, obviously it's always good when

          9  you have a positive influence on parents in your

         10  school, and it's very, very good to have you here

         11  this evening as a parent coordinator. Thank you.

         12                 I want to thank all four of you, five

         13  of you for coming in.

         14                 Ms. Cooper, you didn't get an

         15  opportunity to speak, but your support as a parent

         16  coordinator for one of your parent volunteers -- and

         17  let me ask Antron, have you ever testified at a City

         18  Council hearing before?

         19                 MR. GONZALEZ: My first time, sir.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Your first time.

         21  Well, welcome down here, and hopefully it will not

         22  be your last, and it's always good to have parents

         23  involved in their children's education and giving

         24  testimony.

         25                 And we have taken a note of the whole
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          2  situation with the window problem, and that the

          3  parent coordinator will attempt to deal with that.

          4  If it's still a problem, please reach out to us. We

          5  have the DOE official here, Erin Stevens. I know

          6  she's made note of that. And if not, please reach

          7  out to us and we will help to try to resolve that if

          8  we can.

          9                 I want to thank you all for taking

         10  the time out of your busy schedules to come give

         11  testimony on this very important issue of parent

         12  involvement.

         13                 And I said earlier, and may have been

         14  said by my co-chair, you know, we're going to be

         15  issuing a report on all of the testimony that has

         16  been given. That report will probably come out in

         17  the summertime prior to the beginning of the new

         18  school year.

         19                 So, I want to thank you all for

         20  coming in. Thank you.

         21                 Last but not least, last but not

         22  least Nica Lalli, PS 107. Are you here? I hope I

         23  pronounced your name correctly. And Mary Alice

         24  Miller, a substitute teacher, Region 5, 6 and 8; is

         25  she here?
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          2                 Okay, please come on in. And welcome,

          3  both of you.

          4                 And please, Nica, pronounce your

          5  name. I know I didn't do justice to your name.

          6                 MS. LALLI: That's correct, Nica

          7  Lalli.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: I did, okay.

          9  Well, thank you, and you may begin, please.

         10                 MS. LALLI: Well, I was a PTA

         11  president at PS 107 for two years, and previous to

         12  that I was very involved in the school in many ways

         13  because we had a principal change, not unlike the

         14  woman from PS 24 down the road from PS 107. A new

         15  principal came in, we had to break down the walls

         16  between the teachers, the parents; the parents, the

         17  administrators; the parents and the parents, et

         18  cetera. And I have to say that parent involvement is

         19  very effective on a school level at our school. We

         20  do everything that needs to be done. We work with a

         21  principal who has been there for five years. We have

         22  a wonderful working relationship with her. We have

         23  success.

         24                 Now, I've heard other people say that

         25  the district and the region are also successful for
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          2  them, and that's true for us too.

          3                 I have a really big problem, though,

          4  because when I look at what we do at our school, and

          5  then I visit other schools, because I work for the

          6  Metropolitan Museum of Art in an outreach program, I

          7  go to schools where there is clearly no parent

          8  involvement. I was at a school once where a parent

          9  came in and did not know the name of their child's

         10  teacher. And I wonder how we can bridge this huge

         11  disparate gap between the schools that have it and

         12  the schools that don't.

         13                 Now, I know that the principals of

         14  successful schools are paired up with principals

         15  from struggling schools, and perhaps something like

         16  that could happen with PAs or PTAs, or parents, just

         17  parents.

         18                 I totally agree also with the

         19  gentleman who has just spoke, Mr. Pop -- I can't

         20  remember what his name is, Mr. Popular?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Propper.

         22                 MS. LALLI: He said that there are too

         23  many parent organizations. When I was PTA President,

         24  I spent all my energy in my school, working for

         25  those children in my community, I was committed to
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          2  that. I did not have time to go to the other

          3  meetings because there were too many. We definitely

          4  need to streamline this process so that parents feel

          5  more involved on a higher level, sort of more

          6  directly; do you know what I mean?

          7                 You go through your PTA, then you go

          8  through your CEC, then you're sent to the Presidents

          9  Council, and I do think that when the Board of

         10  Education, the Department of Education, makes

         11  decisions, they don't even know who to turn to.

         12  People have been talking about the cell phones, but

         13  one thing they didn't bring up is the 37 and a half

         14  minutes, which are, I think, major disaster, in

         15  dividing schools, some kinds go at certain times,

         16  other kids go at other times, and also exactly how

         17  much meaningful work can the teacher get done in 37

         18  and a half minutes? The students have to arrive,

         19  unpack and then you get what, 15 minutes, and then

         20  they have to pack up and go. Because I'm also a

         21  substitute teacher, as you are. That's something

         22  that I think is another example along with the cell

         23  phones of these decisions being handed down. Thank

         24  you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you.
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          2                 Mary Alice Miller, substitute

          3  teacher, Regions 5, 6 and 8.

          4                 MS. MILLER: Yes. I've done a lot of

          5  community service  related to education.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Pull your mike

          7  up a little closer.

          8                 MS. MILLER: I've also advocated on

          9  improving the Regents exams to remove questions like

         10  asking students if Imperialism benefitted Africans.

         11  I'm also on the law-related Education Committee of

         12  the New York County Lawyers' Association, but I'm

         13  here representing myself as a concerned community

         14  resident, and an educator, a person who loves

         15  education. And I had to write this statement.

         16                 Education is a partnership between

         17  parents, educators of the community. All must do

         18  their part. Socialization is required for education

         19  to take place, and socialization takes place in the

         20  home first.

         21                 That's where parents' involvement

         22  starts first. Teachers are not the enemy. Teaching

         23  is not a glamourous job. We do not teach to get

         24  rich. We teach because we love learning and

         25  generally care about the future of our students.
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          2  None of us should be put in the position of losing

          3  our job for standing up for the inherent dignity of

          4  an undisciplined child who is inhumanely treated by

          5  another teacher as in the case of teacher Aja

          6  Kweleone. No child should be put in a cage. She did

          7  not put a child in a cage. She stood up for that

          8  child that was put in a cage. No teacher should

          9  violate the human rights of any child, as the gym

         10  teacher at PS 18 did. No teacher, however, should

         11  feel that caging an over the top, unruly child is a

         12  discipline alternative.

         13                 In the classroom, I personally have

         14  been hit with hardcover books, soda cans and water

         15  bottles, both full and empty, erasers, chalk,

         16  balled-up paper and, of course, the ubiquitous

         17  crayon, all deliberately thrown at me by children. I

         18  cannot defend myself against these attacks as an

         19  adult or as a teacher.

         20                 I've also been in a school where I

         21  was teaching, my door was open, across the hall was

         22  the stairwell door, I'm in the middle of teaching,

         23  everybody hears a big pow. The gun goes off, and the

         24  children scatter, and the Dean and the security

         25  people find the gun and it showed right in the
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          2  stairwell.

          3                 Some people are concerned about the

          4  police, or police safety agents being in the

          5  schools. I say, yes. Because if I wanted to be

          6  around uneducated, undisciplined people with guns, I

          7  would not become a teacher. I would join a gang.

          8                 I've also seen students break the

          9  lights in the hallway regularly, which creates a

         10  hazardous safety condition for everybody, and the

         11  maintenance people cannot keep up with these kind of

         12  conditions.

         13                 Parents, your children get frustrated

         14  when they want to learn and some of their fellow

         15  classmates are disruptive. If your child comes home

         16  stating that a child jumped from desktop to desktop,

         17  runs around the classroom, cuts their class to

         18  disrupt other classes, starts fights or harassed

         19  children who are all doing their work, you should

         20  demand that your child, your child is offered a safe

         21  and disruptive free learning environment.

         22                 Demand that those disruptive children

         23  receive specialized gender and culturally

         24  appropriate interventions, so that they all can

         25  learn. The disruptive students are bright, too, but
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          2  it's just disruptive.

          3                 Parents, if your child's teacher

          4  repeatedly calls you regarding your child's

          5  disruptive classroom behavior, your child is not

          6  being picked on. The teacher is asking for your

          7  assistance. We cannot discipline your child as you

          8  can and should, and no one can teach an

          9  undisciplined child.

         10                 Parents, please pay close attention

         11  to your children. Check their bookbag every morning

         12  and every evening. Make sure your child comes to

         13  school with pencils and paper every day. It is

         14  amazing how many children come to class, first

         15  period, Monday morning, and throughout the week,

         16  with no pencil, yet these same children do not

         17  forget to bring banned items into the class;

         18  example, cell phones, Nintendos, Play Stations,

         19  playing cards, et cetera. Every day. Every day I

         20  confiscate one or more of these items because

         21  children choose to play with them in class instead

         22  of doing their work and distracts other students.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Can you just

         24  conclude, if you don't mind.

         25                 MS. MILLER: I'm asking that the
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          2  parents take these toys away from the child until

          3  they earn the A's and B's they're capable of.

          4                 The bottom line is, I was taught as a

          5  child, get an education. It's one thing no one can

          6  take from you. Give your child the love of learning.

          7  Discipline your child at home. Teach them to respect

          8  adults and authority.

          9                 This issue of parenting involvement

         10  at home, that's the crux of it. You cannot blame the

         11  New York City Department of Education for

         12  disciplining your children or not being able to

         13  discipline your children. There's only so much we

         14  can do.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Well, let me

         16  just finally say to this last panel, thank you for

         17  coming and listening and participating in this

         18  process of giving your opinions about this important

         19  issue of parent involvement.

         20                 We did have, I'm sorry, we have what?

         21  The forms here. We have the briefing documents of

         22  the Committee over there. If you have not seeing the

         23  briefing document, please take it with you, for this

         24  Committee. And also there are forms there, I think

         25  one DOE form, and one City Council form, if you have
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          2  an issue or concern, and those forms are over there

          3  also.

          4                 So, I want to thank both of you

          5  coming in, and I want to thank all the City Council

          6  members, staff, and parents and other people for

          7  participating on this hearing which was bifurcated

          8  in the morning and this afternoon and evening on

          9  this very important issue of parent involvement, and

         10  we will be issuing a report of this hearing and

         11  during the summer prior to the new school year.

         12                 Thank you all for coming. This

         13  meeting is now adjourned.

         14                 (The following written testimony was

         15  read into the record.)

         16

         17  Written Testimony Of:

         18  Laura Latham

         19  Parent, District 22

         20

         21                 FOR THE RECORD

         22  New York City Council

         23  Education Committee Hearing

         24  "Oversight: Parental Involvement in the New York

         25  City School System"
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          2

          3                 I am a parent in district 22.

          4                 My son has special needs.

          5  Unfortunately, I have prior commitments for the

          6  hearing date, May 11th for the evening session and

          7  work during the day.

          8                 I do have concerns with the way

          9  information is disseminated for special needs. The

         10  information is not given out freely, you find out by

         11  asking only. I am just finishing the process of

         12  looking for middle schools for my son and the whole

         13  ordeal was exhausting and ridiculous. There are few

         14  to none appropriate public school settings for his

         15  needs. I do not have the financial means to go to

         16  private school for him; and to fight to get

         17  reimbursed is not an option. This is not the way it

         18  should be; the DOE should make it easier for parents

         19  to navigate the system not hid information and make

         20  it more difficult that it already is. There is a

         21  financial burden as well as an emotional aspect that

         22  comes from raising a child with special needs; we as

         23  parents don't need things to be harder but just a

         24  little easier.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 Laura Latham.

          3                 Parent Dist 22 (former CDEC member).

          4                 Fossil729@aol.com

          5

          6

          7  Written Testimony Of:

          8  Jennifer Freeman

          9  Parent

         10  PS 166

         11

         12

         13  May 11, 2006 City Council Education Committee

         14  Hearing on Parental Involvement in the New York City

         15  School System

         16  From Jennifer Freeman, Parent, PS166

         17  600 West 111th Street 7C, New York NY 10025

         18  212-662-2775, jbfreem@aol.com

         19

         20                 I am the parent of a fifth grader at

         21  PS166 in District 3, and also a third grader who

         22  attends Hunter College Elementary School. Since my

         23  first month as a parent, I have been involved in my

         24  school. I have headed the grants committee for six

         25  years, and I have caused numerous literacy, math,
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          2  science, horticulture, chess, performing arts, and

          3  other programs to be provided to the children at PS

          4  166.

          5                 I do not work alone - there are many

          6  other parents involved in raising and spending funds

          7  at PS166 so that our school can come closer to being

          8  a place that reflects what we want for our children

          9  - experiential learning, lots of arts and science,

         10  smaller teacher to student ratios, ties between

         11  education and our local environment, and much more.

         12                 One result is a school with which

         13  parents and teachers are relatively content. Another

         14  result is rising test scores. A third result is

         15  jealousy that has led to attempts to influence the

         16  Region to break apart what we have accomplished. The

         17  Center for Immigrant Families, a group in our

         18  district that seems to have a lot of influence over

         19  DOE administrators, has stated that they are

         20  "studying" how fundraising fosters inequality, and

         21  has also stated a goal of abolishing G&T programs in

         22  our district. Why they don't focus on the benefits

         23  to our 580 children of fundraising I don't know, but

         24  at PS 166 we feel rather threatened by their

         25  approach, which seems to be tolerated and even
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          2  encouraged by the regional administration. This is

          3  an example of parental involvement that is

          4  potentially destructive, rather than helpful.

          5                 I sometimes hear elected officials,

          6  such as Scott Stringer and Gale Brewer, talk about

          7  what a wonderful school PS 166 is, with its active

          8  parent body bringing benefits to the students every

          9  day.

         10                 In contrast, the DOE in Region 10

         11  does not seem to value our chess, arts,

         12  book-of-the-month, environmental, and other

         13  cherished programs.

         14                 The DOE focuses instead on

         15  micromanaging everything from our bulletin boards to

         16  our program choices, for instance trying for years

         17  to force a dual language G&T class that nobody - not

         18  the principal, the teachers, or the parents -

         19  wanted. This effort eventually failed only because

         20  not enough parents signed up for the program.

         21                 But my larger point is that in

         22  today's climate, even in the face of attacks from

         23  the DOE and from the CIF, parents still can make a

         24  difference in one school if they work hard and pull

         25  together. PS 166 is an example of such cooperation.
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          2  Its success should be emulated throughout the city.

          3

          4

          5  Written Testimony Of:

          6  Elizabeth Lorris Ritter

          7

          8  Testimony Before the NYC Council Education Committee

          9  Parent Involvement in Schools

         10  May 11, 2006

         11

         12                 Good morning <or afternoon,

         13  depending...>.

         14                 My name is Elizabeth Lorris Ritter. I

         15  live in Washington Heights, and have two children: a

         16  Freshman at Bronx Science and a 7th grader at the

         17  Salk School of Science in District 2. My kids take

         18  the train to school - well, a train or two, and a

         19  bus - and are involved in a variety of afterschool

         20  activities. Each also has a very small, very

         21  part-time weekly afterschool job.

         22                 At their respective ages, in 1976 and

         23  1974, I attended high school and junior high (that's

         24  what "middle school" was called back then") in a

         25  sparsely populated suburb on the north shore of Long
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          2  Island, near Stony Brook University. I got to and

          3  from school via yellow bus, which picked me up and

          4  dropped me off the corner 75 yards from my front

          5  door, which my Dad could see from half the windows

          6  in our house.

          7                 I am an active parent. When my

          8  children were in elementary school, I chaperoned

          9  field trips, many of which I helped to plan as an

         10  adjunct to what my kids were learning in the

         11  classroom.

         12                 Every year I "guest-lectured" in each

         13  of my children's classrooms on a variety of

         14  subjects, usually some aspect of history or

         15  historical culture that related to their curricula,

         16  but sometimes on art, journalism or creative

         17  writing. I have participated in C-30s and in hiring

         18  teachers, written grants to fund technology

         19  improvement or supplemental programming, fundraised

         20  at the annual auction and staffed the annual book

         21  sale, and helped to turn my children's elementary

         22  program into a school.

         23                 I walked all the way downtown with

         24  this man<Robert Jackson> And about 20 of the miles

         25  to Albany. I have worked with Schools Boards, CECs

                                                            344

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  and the Community Board on school siting issues,

          3  zoning and other long-term planning solutions. My

          4  husband and I have always been active in our

          5  children's PAs; my husband is President of the Salk

          6  PA, sits on the SLT, and the District 2 Presidents'

          7  Council Treasurer.

          8                 Thirty years ago, "parent

          9  involvement" was limited to reminding kids to do

         10  their homework; watching them get on or off the bus;

         11  attending school shows, for which parents usually

         12  contributed costumes and or props; making cookies

         13  for and staffing the annual bake-sale; and attending

         14  the annual awards night.

         15                 Obviously I survived - and even

         16  flourished - in the education environment of my

         17  youth, but clearly today's standards are an

         18  improvement, and I have no desire to look back. For

         19  the record, my father agrees, and envies the freedom

         20  that my husband and I have to participate in our

         21  children's educations as partners with their

         22  teachers. (I'm sure my mother would have approved,

         23  too.)

         24                 Thirty years ago, that bus that I

         25  rode on had no seat belts. Our car had seat belts
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          2  but we never used them. (Forty years ago, our

          3  station wagon didn't even have seat belts, and we

          4  happily crawled all over the back seat and the "way

          5  back" as we drove on family vacations. And of course

          6  car seats hadn't been invented yet; my baby sister

          7  rode up front in my Mothers lap.)

          8                 Even though I survived my childhood

          9  without seatbelts and car seats, I am grateful for

         10  their presence today. I don't want to go back; do

         11  you?

         12                 Thirty years ago we used slide rules

         13  to perform complicated calculations; hand-held

         14  calculators had not yet been invented. Mainframe

         15  computers substantially slower than today's cheap PC

         16  cost millions of dollars and needed an

         17  air-conditioned room half the size of this one, and

         18  only universities had them. We watched film strips

         19  which had to be coordinated with the audio, which

         20  was on a record. Remember those? We did not have

         21  VCRs and DVDs as educational visual aides. Pregnant

         22  women weren't allowed to teach - my 5th grade

         23  teacher was the first woman in the history of our

         24  District who was allowed to remain in the classroom

         25  even after she began to "show." Teachers and
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          2  administrators still smoked in the teachers' room

          3  and the departmental offices. Girls didn't really

          4  play sports, because Title IX was brand new and we

          5  hadn't yet begun to feel its effects.

          6                 Somehow we managed to survive all of

          7  that, but I don't want to look back: I think we all

          8  agree that today's standards represent a substantial

          9  improvement.

         10                 Thirty years ago there were no cell

         11  phones. (Thirty years ago, some of the people in my

         12  town still had party lines, no one used area codes

         13  for local calls and some people didn't even have to

         14  use exchanges.) Wireless communication was still a

         15  figment of someone's imagination, like Dick Tracy's

         16  watch or Maxwell Smart's shoe.

         17                 Today "everybody's" got a cell phone,

         18  including middle- and high schoolers. They should be

         19  allowed to carry them.

         20                 Parents and educators should work

         21  together to devise a sensible policy that works. No

         22  phone use in class; punish violators and take the

         23  phone away. Cheating by any means should never be

         24  tolerated: whether it's text-messaging an answer or

         25  photographing and e-mailing a test, or something
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          2  "old-fashioned" like writing notes on your arm or

          3  whispering to a neighbor.

          4                 Parents are entitled to the peace of

          5  mind that this new technology provides. And kids

          6  have the right to the increased freedom - a looser

          7  apron string, as it were - that this technology

          8  affords them.

          9                 Let's not look back.

         10                 Let's look forward.

         11                 Thank you.

         12

         13

         14  Written Testimony Of:

         15  Scott M. Stringer

         16  Manhattan Borough President

         17

         18

         19  NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

         20  Parental Involvement in the New York City School

         21  System

         22  Thursday, May 11, 2006

         23

         24                 Good morning Chairman Jackson and

         25  members of the Committee on Education. Thank you for

                                                            348

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  giving me the opportunity to speak this morning and

          3  share my thoughts on parental involvement in our

          4  public school system.

          5                 Before becoming Borough President of

          6  Manhattan, I served as the State Assemblymember for

          7  the Upper West Side of Manhattan, so I am accustomed

          8  to hearing differing opinions among parents about

          9  what is and what is not working in our schools. It

         10  never ceases to amaze me how varied parents'

         11  perceptions often are about what is right and what

         12  is wrong with our school system.

         13                 For example, some parents believe

         14  charter schools provide essential alternatives for

         15  students in low-performing school districts while

         16  other parents believe that these schools siphon

         17  already meager resources from traditional public

         18  schools.

         19                 Likewise, while some parents view

         20  small themed high schools as concrete vehicles

         21  through which to address many of the challenges

         22  impeding our ability to improve high school

         23  education, other parents believe these schools

         24  receive an unfair portion of resources and actually

         25  exacerbate many of the problems plaguing our large
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          2  under-performing high schools.

          3                 It is indeed very interesting to hear

          4  the often divergent viewpoints that parents hold on

          5  issues relating to our public schools. But there is

          6  one issue that breaks this pattern and conjures up

          7  near unanimity in opinion and feeling among parents.

          8  That issue is parental involvement in our city's

          9  public school system.

         10                 I wish I could say that by and large

         11  parents are pleased with the manner in which they

         12  have been engaged and involved in the transformation

         13  that our public school system has undergone in the

         14  last few years, but unfortunately I cannot. There

         15  are many aspects about our reformed school system on

         16  which the jury is still out, but parental

         17  involvement is definitely not one of them.

         18                 Undeniably, the verdict regarding

         19  parental involvement is clear: parents are giving

         20  the leadership of our school system failing grades

         21  on how it engages and includes them in the major

         22  decisions that are made about what takes place in

         23  their children's schools. And I agree with their

         24  assessment.

         25                 Examples of the feeling of
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          2  disenfranchisement of public school parents are all

          3  around us. Today, right outside of this chamber,

          4  parents will demonstrate about the Administration's

          5  decision to enforce the ban on cell phones in

          6  schools - a policy that will in effect cut the life

          7  line that exists between many parents and their

          8  school-age children.

          9                 Less than three months ago, I

         10  listened to statements by parents at a town hall

         11  meeting that I held concerning the extended school

         12  day, and I was struck by how disenfranchised and

         13  disengaged they felt by the Department's decision to

         14  move forward with the implementation of the

         15  additional 37 1/2 minutes of instructional time

         16  without consulting with them regarding how to

         17  lengthen the school day in a manner that was the

         18  least disruptive to families.

         19                 Even parents who serve on the very

         20  bodies designed to give them a voice in our public

         21  education process feel disenfranchised. I hear

         22  stories about parents who serve on School Leadership

         23  Teams and have not been provided with the necessary

         24  training that will enable them to fully participate

         25  in the duties of these bodies, such as the
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          2  development of Comprehensive Education Plans for

          3  their schools.

          4                 I speak to members of Community

          5  District Education Councils who feel that, despite

          6  the fact that these councils are the bodies

          7  designated to provide parental and community input

          8  at the school district level, the leadership of the

          9  Department of Education routinely fails to consult

         10  them on matters that affect the schools within their

         11  communities.

         12                 Unfortunately, the lack of meaningful

         13  parental engagement on the part of the Department of

         14  Education does not appear to be an oversight. To be

         15  clear, I understand and respect that the individuals

         16  running our city's public school system have the

         17  responsibility of educating more than one million

         18  students. It is an ominous task and my hat goes off

         19  to them.

         20                 That being said, however, there

         21  appears to be a line of thinking in Tweed which

         22  holds that meaningful parental involvement in our

         23  public school system somehow hinders the ability to

         24  effectively run our schools. But both research and

         25  anecdotal evidence suggest exactly the opposite: the
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          2  strongest schools are those with the most active

          3  parent bodies. The research is also clear and

          4  compelling regarding the positive impact that active

          5  parental involvement has on a child's educational

          6  outcomes. It is these facts on the benefits of

          7  parental involvement that make it unconscionable for

          8  us to simply shrug our shoulders in the face of the

          9  widespread parent disengagement that we are

         10  witnessing.

         11                 I do not profess to have a magic hat

         12  out of which I can draw automatic solutions for the

         13  lack of parental involvement in our school system.

         14  But I do have confidence in the principle that

         15  parents - and indeed the community at large - can be

         16  included in a productive and meaningful way in the

         17  development of the policies that affect the

         18  educations of the more than one million public

         19  school children in our city.

         20                 I dedicated the first ninety days of

         21  my borough Presidency to revamping and empowering

         22  the community boards in Manhattan because I believe

         23  these boards provide essential community input in

         24  the planning process for our city.

         25                 Parent Associations, School
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          2  Leadership teams, and Community District and

          3  Citywide Education Councils have the potential to

          4  provide the same voice to parents that community

          5  boards provide to the residents of our city's

          6  various neighborhoods.

          7                 It is incumbent on public officials

          8  to ensure that the thousands of parents who

          9  volunteer their time to serve on Parent

         10  Associations, School Leadership Teams, and Community

         11  District and Citywide Education Councils and the

         12  Panel for Educational Policy receive the training,

         13  resources, and support that they need to be able to

         14  sit at the table with school administrators and help

         15  shape the policies that affect their children.

         16                 It is equally incumbent on public

         17  officials to press for the inclusion of parents at

         18  the tables where critical decisions are being made

         19  about public education in this city.

         20                 As I stated earlier, research shows

         21  that our public schools can only be enhanced by

         22  effective parent participation.

         23                 This is a powerful reality and it is

         24  the duty of every New York City public official who

         25  purports to care about public education to support
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          2  true parental involvement in our school system.

          3

          4

          5  Written Testimony Of:

          6  Parent Coordinator (Name unknown.)

          7

          8  Testimony Presented to the City Council of New York

          9  Thursday, May 11, 2006

         10

         11  Topic: Parent Involvement in NYC Public Schools

         12

         13                 As a Parent Coordinator and former

         14  PTA Executive Board officer of two different schools

         15  I can testify that parent involvement in the schools

         16  is considered by most principals a tolerated

         17  imposition.

         18                 Despite mandates issued by the Mayor

         19  and the Chancellor, most principals do not encourage

         20  real parent involvement.

         21                 As the parent coordinator of an

         22  elementary school, the level at which the majority

         23  of parents of school age children are most involved,

         24  I have been ordered not to reach out to parents

         25  regarding upcoming school events. Parent efforts to
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          2  work with teachers in the classroom are trivialized

          3  and undermined by suspicions that parents are spies

          4  and only interested to find problems so they can

          5  write letters to the Region Superintendent

          6  Chancellor.

          7                 School Leadership Teams, a group

          8  composed of teachers, parents and headed by the

          9  principal were designed to allow parents to

         10  participate in the decision making process on issues

         11  concerning the school. However, SLT meeting topics

         12  are usually a repeat of principal comments presented

         13  at the PTA general meeting and genuine discussion on

         14  topics raised by parents are ignored.

         15                 Teachers who in private support

         16  parents' ideas or views are reluctant to speak up

         17  for the risk of retribution by the principal.

         18  Principals subscribe to the view that the only

         19  decision the SLT makes is the decision of the

         20  principal thereby rendering the SLT symbolic,

         21  inconsequential and ineffective.

         22                 Principals often look to parents for

         23  additional funding for their schools and programs

         24  but rarely as a resource to partner in the child's

         25  experience in the classroom. While encouraging
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          2  parents to be active participants in their child's

          3  learning, principals actively discourage the

          4  school's participation in volunteer tutoring groups

          5  such as Learning Leaders citing that parents would

          6  be a distraction in the classroom. Learning Leader's

          7  success rate in schools where they have established

          8  a track record would refute such claims.

          9                 Unquestionably, parents do make a

         10  difference working with their children at home but

         11  parents who are available and interested in

         12  participating in the educational process in the

         13  school building should be allowed and encouraged to

         14  do so.

         15                 In closing, despite the efforts of

         16  the parent coordinator, there is a"stop the parent

         17  at the door" policy in many NYC schools. The Mayor

         18  and Chancellor's message of inclusion is scoffed and

         19  mocked by still too many New York City public school

         20  principals.

         21

         22

         23  Written Testimony Of:

         24  Rita Ashdale

         25
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          2                 I am Rita Ashdale, Mother of

          3  Christian Nosal, a first grader at PS 77 The Lower

          4  Lab School.

          5                 During the week of November 14th,

          6  Open School Week, parents of first grade class 1-141

          7  witnessed a class in complete chaos featuring

          8  constant disruptions, ignoring the teacher an

          9  repeated incidents of bullying during class.

         10  Previously one child stabbed another in the face

         11  with a pencil. Despite many alarmed parents

         12  contacting them, the administration made no effort

         13  to communicate with us as a class.

         14                 A group of 1-141 parents decided to

         15  get together to discuss this problem before

         16  approaching the administration to offer our support

         17  and get some specific information in an effort to

         18  solve this problem together.

         19                 The principal, Renay Sadis, got wind

         20  of the meeting and the email that I had sent out

         21  inviting everyone. At her request, I went to speak

         22  with her. She brought me into her office and said:

         23                 - "You are irresponsible and

         24  counterproductive!" (she repeated this several

         25  times).
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          2                 - Parents getting together on their

          3  own means "lynching the teacher".

          4                 - Parents meeting on their own

          5  automatically means "lack of trust".

          6                 - She is under no obligation to

          7  inform parents of educational or disciplinary

          8  systems.

          9                 - Educating my child at Lower Lab is

         10  not a partnership. She and she alone is responsible

         11  for the education of the children at the Lower Lab

         12  School.

         13                 - Parents can never meet unless she

         14  is present and it must be done on school property.

         15                 - She implied that I am a liar.

         16                 I wrote a letter of complaint to the

         17  DOE Region 9 Superintendent, Peter Heaney, Jr. which

         18  was ignored. To exact revenge the principal started

         19  a well documented campaign of harassment,

         20  intimidation and slander against me and my family

         21  that lasted for months. It only ended when we

         22  retained counsel and threatened legal action.

         23                 The principal of PS 77 is typical of

         24  the bureaucrats infesting the DOE: They hold parents

         25  in complete contempt. They do not feel compelled to
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          2  respond to or communicate with parents in any

          3  meaningful way. After being ignored, parents are

          4  spoken to in language that is loaded with

          5  meaningless acronyms, cliches' and empty

          6  management-speak.

          7                 As long as these people can say "I

          8  returned the calls, I responded to all inquiries"

          9  and check off their little boxes without being

         10  accountable for real action or content we will

         11  remain lost. Our children will continue to be

         12  marginally educated in chaotic, violent environments

         13  run by callous, self important, power-tripping

         14  bureaucrats collecting fat paychecks.

         15                 George Orwell's grave warnings from

         16  Animal Farm & 1984 are fulfilled today at the New

         17  York City Department of Education.

         18                 I commend the Mayor and Chancellor in

         19  their efforts but their minions at the DOE won't

         20  allow it. They have too much to lose. They are a

         21  culture of manipulation and control, not cooperation

         22  and enlightenment.

         23

         24

         25  Written Testimony Of:
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          2  Charles Jordan

          3  Interim President

          4  United Parents Associations

          5

          6

          7  Testimony Before the City Council Education

          8  Committee

          9  Oversight Hearing on Parental Involvement

         10  May 11, 2006

         11

         12                 Good morning Council member Jackson

         13  and other members of the Education Committee. Thank

         14  you for this opportunity to testify today. My name

         15  is Charles Jordan and I am currently serving as

         16  President of the United Parents Associations of New

         17  York City, an independent non-profit citywide parent

         18  organization which was founded in 1921. In its

         19  85-year history, UPA has not only been witness to

         20  changes in parent involvement, but has actively

         21  fought to give parents a greater role in schools.

         22  Some of the milestones in parent involvement that

         23  UPA has helped bring about include:

         24                 - Obtained permission for PA's to

         25  hold monthly meeting in school without charge
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          2  (1920's).

          3                 - Persuaded schools superintendent to

          4  issue "Cooperation with Parent Associations"

          5  (forerunner of blue book) giving PAs rights to

          6  distribute notices, collect dues, fundraise & free

          7  use of school for meetings (1930's)

          8                 - Defeated loyalty oath requirement

          9  for PA/PTA officers (1950's)

         10                 - Helped establish Parent Bill of

         11  Rights (1950's)

         12                 - Won passage of Parent Associations

         13  and the Schools ("Blue Book") (1950's)

         14                 - Pushed for individual

         15  parent-teacher conferences to be held during Open

         16  School Week (1950's)

         17                 - Proposed Fall & Spring

         18  parent-teacher conference days (1960's)

         19                 - Won revised parent Associations and

         20  the Schools giving parents input on budget,

         21  curriculum, tenure, safety & supervisor selection

         22  (1970's)

         23                 - Succeeded in obtaining parent

         24  participation in the search and selection process

         25  for new chancellors (Richard R. Green & Joseph
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          2  Fernandez) (1980's)

          3                 - Succeeded in campaign for School

          4  Leadership Teams with equal parent representation

          5  (1990's)

          6                 Despite these and other victories

          7  along the way, we still have a long way to go to

          8  achieve meaningful parent involvement in the New

          9  York City school system, as you will hear from many

         10  witnesses today.

         11                 Because time is short, I'd like to

         12  focus on some recommendations that could improve

         13  parent participation. As I stated earlier, UPA

         14  helped establish a Parent Bill of Rights for city

         15  schools, but most parents are completely unaware

         16  that it exists. We'd like to see that Parent Bill of

         17  Rights posted prominently in every school in the

         18  city.

         19                 UPA has also proposed a concept that

         20  we call"Education Duty", which is similar to jury

         21  duty in that it would grant time off from work

         22  without penalty to participate in school-related

         23  activities, such as PA/PTA, School Leadership Team

         24  and Community Education Council meetings. I have

         25  attached additional information about that.
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          2                 Finally, I want to talk about the

          3  importance of professional development for parents.

          4  Although the DOE does sponsor some parent training,

          5  and parent coordinators host some workshops at the

          6  school level, it's not adequate to meet parent

          7  needs, especially in the area of leadership

          8  development. There is constant turnover in parent

          9  leadership as our children move through the school

         10  system, and a long list of ever-changing education

         11  policies, issues and DOE regulations to keep up

         12  with, so there's a constant need for professional

         13  development.

         14                 UPA has a long track record in

         15  providing professional development for parents,

         16  through parent academies held in the summer and fall

         17  and on a limited basis during the year with support

         18  from the city council. UPA's workshops and academies

         19  have been highly rated and appreciated because they

         20  are conducted by experienced parent leaders sharing

         21  the knowledge they've gained with others.

         22                 Obviously, parents learn best from

         23  other parents. Other organizations have also

         24  sporadically provided parent workshops on a variety

         25  of issues, but these efforts, too, fall far short of
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          2  the need. There must be greater investment in

          3  professional development for parents and much of it

          4  should be conducted by organizations, like UPA, that

          5  are outside of the Department of Education if we

          6  truly want to empower parents.

          7

          8

          9  Written Testimony Of:

         10  Gale A. Brewer

         11  Council Member, District 6, Manhattan

         12

         13

         14  Testimony of New York City Council Member Gale A.

         15  Brewer to the New York State Board of Regents on

         16  Parent Involvement in the New York City Schools

         17  January 11, 2006

         18

         19                 Introduction

         20                 The New York City Department of

         21  Education (DOE) has established many organizations

         22  to facilitate parent involvement in the educational

         23  system. These organizations include school parent

         24  associations (PAs), School Leadership Teams (SLTs),

         25  District Leadership Teams (DLTs), District Community
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          2  Education Councils (CECs), District Presidents

          3  Councils (the association of all PA presidents in

          4  the district), The Citywide Council on Special

          5  Education, The Citywide Council on High School, and

          6  Chancellor's Parent Advisory Committee.

          7                 The level of involvement in these

          8  organizations varies greatly. At the school level,

          9  parent associations may be robust and effective

         10  organizations capable of enhancing teaching and

         11  learning at the school through the development of

         12  partnerships in the community, the provision of

         13  enrichment opportunities for students, and advocacy

         14  on many issues and levels.

         15                 These parent associations frequently

         16  draw several hundred parents to monthly meetings. On

         17  the other hand, at many schools, parent associations

         18  either do not exist, or hold meetings at which

         19  attendance is very low, sometimes including only the

         20  principal and the parent association president.

         21  These PAs are not capable of supporting the school

         22  in any real way.

         23                 While an individual parent's

         24  involvement in their child's education can have a

         25  dramatic effect on the child's achievement, and
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          2  while this involvement is incredibly important to

          3  the education of all children, it must also be said

          4  that parent involvement should not end there. It is

          5  noted consistently by our wonderful District 3

          6  Parent Support Officer DJ Sheppard that "there is

          7  over thirty years of research proving that a child's

          8  ability to learn is increased when his or her

          9  parents are involved in their child's education".

         10  However, of perhaps equal importance, as stated by

         11  Ms. Cecilia Blewer, a devoted parent in District 3,

         12  "organized parent involvement leads to better

         13  schools".

         14                 Mayoral Control.

         15                 Mayoral control of the New York City

         16  schools has fundamentally changed the nature of

         17  interaction between parents and the New York City

         18  DOE. Local control has been shifted to the central

         19  DOE and accountability rests ultimately on the

         20  shoulders of the Chancellor and Mayor. Education

         21  policy-making and oversight powers are now

         22  concentrated at the central DOE, with involvement

         23  from the City Council.

         24                 Under the old system, district school

         25  boards were sometimes an important building block of
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          2  local input. So far, the CECs, SLTs, and DLTs have

          3  not assumed a significant role.

          4                 These councils are set up to involve

          5  parents in the process by which decisions about

          6  education are made, but they have not yet been

          7  institionalized.

          8                 Consequently, it is perceived by many

          9  parents that their ability to affect change in the

         10  local school system has diminished since the

         11  abolition of local school boards. Parents feel that

         12  an effective level of local control was eliminated

         13  along with the negative aspects of the old system.

         14                 The powers and rights of the

         15  Education Councils are frequently unknown and are

         16  frequently unclearly defined by the DOE. Naturally,

         17  these powers have diminished, and it is unclear

         18  under the new system what role the CECs can and

         19  should play. It would be highly desirable for CECs

         20  to find a more meaningful role in the educational

         21  system, as this has not happened to date.

         22                 One significant complaint from

         23  parents is that information does not flow freely as

         24  it should. Information about new and proposed

         25  policies is not disseminated as broadly or in as
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          2  timely a manor as it could be. It has been reported

          3  to me that specific school and district budget

          4  information is no longer available to parents, and

          5  that information detailing the rights and

          6  responsibilities of parents is no longer available

          7  on line, nor is it sent home to parents in their

          8  children's backpacks. A positive sign of involvement

          9  has evolved from the Chancellor's parent Advisory

         10  Committee, wherein the Chair has initiated a Yahoo!

         11  list serve to distribute all relevant documents and

         12  serve as a communication mechanism. Most individual

         13  districts also have this mechanism.

         14                 The DOE has offered training to the

         15  many parent organizations such as CECs, SLTs, and

         16  DLTs, so that they are more capable of performing

         17  the jobs defined for them. This is a positive step

         18  toward increasing levels of parent involvement and

         19  developing a general sense of empowerment.

         20                 However, I am also told that limited

         21  outreach and notice has been given for these

         22  sessions. In order for parents to plan accordingly,

         23  more time is necessary and a greater effort should

         24  be made to reach more parents.

         25                 As has been the experience of many
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          2  CECs across the city, positions for CEC members have

          3  remained vacant for much of the 2005-2006 school

          4  year. This may be attributed to a variety of

          5  factors. One sentiment among parents that is likely

          6  to deter CEC membership is that the ability of the

          7  CEC as an organization to affect change is limited.

          8  Parents feel that they do not have a voice in the

          9  process and feel that their time is wasted by the

         10  lack of authority granted to the new CECs.

         11                 A second likely deterrent to parent

         12  membership on the CEC is the financial disclosure

         13  form required of all new and old members.

         14                 The complexity of the form that

         15  parent members of the CEC are required to submit by

         16  the DOE does not correspond to the level of

         17  authority granted to the CEC. The CEC members are

         18  required to submit the same form as other

         19  high-ranking elected officials, including the Mayor

         20  and members of the City Council. Given that no

         21  powers of fiscal discretion are granted to the CEC,

         22  it places an unnecessary burden on members to

         23  require that they submit a complicated financial

         24  disclosure. In the first part of 2006, I will

         25  reintroduce legislation asking the New York State
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          2  Legislature to empower the New York City Conflict of

          3  Interest Board to draft its own conflict of interest

          4  forms that are less onerous for volunteer public

          5  servants serving on boards such as the CEC and

          6  community boards.

          7                 Parent Support Personnel

          8                 The placement of parent support

          9  personnel at the school, district, regional and city

         10  levels has produced mixed results. In some cases,

         11  wonderfully qualified talented individuals have been

         12  placed as parent coordinators and have become

         13  integral parts of the school community.

         14                 In other cases, parent coordinators

         15  have been unqualified to meet the needs of their

         16  school, particularly in schools with more

         17  challenging environments.

         18                 It appears that one contribution to

         19  the disparity between parent coordinators making a

         20  positive impact on the school community and those

         21  who are not is the unclear definition of the role of

         22  parent coordinator. In the best cases, the parent

         23  coordinator supports the PA and acts as an unbiased

         24  liaison between parents and the school.

         25                 The parent coordinator is able to
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          2  cultivate parent involvement in the school and help

          3  to grow the PA.

          4                 In the worst cases, the parent

          5  coordinator is laden with administrative tasks,

          6  purposely or inadvertently supplants the PA

          7  leadership, and does not have the time, or the

          8  desire, to build support for the PA as an

          9  organization.

         10                 In district 3, some parent

         11  coordinators have taken on the administrative roles

         12  demanded by an increasingly complicated admissions

         13  process. Some do this job well, but then they do not

         14  have time to perform other functions that directly

         15  support parents with children already in the school.

         16                 Parent coordinators also perform an

         17  enormous variety of other administrative tasks,

         18  depending on the needs of the school. Are they

         19  growing parent involvement?

         20                 Summary.

         21                 In any school, there are twenty or

         22  more stakeholders, including school personnel,

         23  students, CBO's, parents, etc. These are some of the

         24  issues:

         25                 - Parent engagement is hard to
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          2  foster, and once parents get involved, they can feel

          3  marginalized.

          4                 - Parents in CSD3 worked well with

          5  the Chancellor on a new admissions process, but in

          6  other instances parents do not feel that their input

          7  is taken seriously. The Gifted and Talented parents

          8  are particularly confused about a new admission

          9  process and feel alienated from the school system.

         10                 - Many parent associations are in

         11  need of significant support, and others do not exist

         12  at all.

         13                 - Parent coordinators currently serve

         14  a variety of administrative tasks and may not be

         15  able to devote full attention to growing the parent

         16  association.

         17                 - School personnel need to seek out

         18  expertise in parent leadership and work with it (on

         19  issues such as the capital plan). It is free, and

         20  much less expensive than hiring a consultant (whose

         21  advice is more often listened to).

         22                 - Because parents come and go

         23  depending on the age and interest of their child,

         24  school administrators have to be flexible, work with

         25  the more outspoken as well as quieter parents, and
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          2  seek and implement input.

          3                 - Parents fund and run some

          4  after-school programs, but not all parents can

          5  afford to send their children. Who makes sure that

          6  all children are included? Whose job is it to get

          7  parent input and make sure that this input is acted

          8  upon?

          9

         10

         11  Written Testimony Of:

         12  John Egbert

         13  Chair

         14  Citywide Council on Social Education, District 75

         15

         16                 Good evening Chairman and members of

         17  the Council. Thank you for the opportunity to speak

         18  with you this evening.

         19                 My name is John Egbert and I am the

         20  Chair of the Citywide Council on Social Education.

         21  This is the Community Education Council for District

         22  75 which is within all 5 boroughs.

         23                 As odd as this may sound, I did not

         24  receive any notice of this hearing. If it wasn't for

         25  one of my Council members reminding me three (3)

                                                            374

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  weeks ago, I wouldn't be here. No. Let me rephrase

          3  that. I would have no voice. Think about that. I sit

          4  on a Council comprised of parents of children that

          5  attend District 75, and voted in by all PTA

          6  officials citywide. If I have no voice, what about

          7  the thousands of others who require translation

          8  services and do not have the networking capability.

          9                 The CCSE has monthly calendar

         10  meetings. We send out agendas and flyers one (1)

         11  week prior to our meeting. The agendas get sent out

         12  to the DOE, OPE, CEC's, & schools for distribution

         13  in the children's bookbags. However, there are

         14  Council members whose children ever came home with

         15  the notices. What does that mean? We're told that

         16  we're not allowed to contact the Parent Coordinators

         17  directly. We have to go through DOE & OPE.

         18                 Please if there is anything we do,

         19  let's improve the communication between the DOE and

         20  the parents. Give us the opportunity to collaborate

         21  and become involved in our children's special

         22  education.

         23

         24  Written Testimony Of:

         25  LaTrella R. Penny
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          2  Director of Family Engagement

          3  Agenda for Children Tomorrow

          4

          5  Testimony of Agenda for Children Tomorrow (ACT)

          6  before the New York City Council Education Committee

          7  May 11, 2006

          8

          9  Delivered by LaTrella R. Penny, Director of Family

         10  Engagement

         11

         12                 Good afternoon, Chairman Robert

         13  Jackson. Thank you for this opportunity testify

         14  before your Education Committee today. Special

         15  attention to parent involvement is a timely one, as

         16  the Department of Education under the leadership of

         17  Chancellor Klein is urging schools to link

         18  communities to respond to the urgent and compelling

         19  needs of our families as well as to improve the

         20  academic outcomes of students.

         21                 ACT, a 15 year public-private

         22  initiative working in collaboration with city

         23  government and communities, understands that

         24  achieving positive child well being outcomes can

         25  only be accomplished through meaningful partnerships
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          2  with families. Families are the cornerstone and

          3  foundation of all our communities as well as within

          4  the walls of New York City Public schools. Our

          5  intentional interaction with our families will make

          6  the difference in improving the educational outcomes

          7  of our children.

          8                 We would like to recommend that the

          9  committee use the term "family engagement" as an

         10  alternative to "parent involvement" to include the

         11  many home constellations in which our children live.

         12  We recommend that word engagement be used instead of

         13  involvement for all us to reach beyond superficial

         14  connections that can be created to meet the

         15  "involvement criteria." Breaking down the barriers

         16  for engagement and acknowledging what those barriers

         17  are will lead us create strategies that work for our

         18  children (sic).

         19                 It has been said time and time again

         20  that "parents are a child's first and most

         21  influential teacher, and they can have a profound

         22  effect on a child's success in school and life."

         23  Researchers and educators have long agreed that when

         24  parents are involved in their child's education,

         25  children try harder and achieve more at school.
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          2                 Parents who help and encourage their

          3  children to learn at home, and who help develop

          4  positive attitudes toward school, contribute to the

          5  personal growth and academic success of their

          6  children. Increased involvement is often cited as

          7  one of the most important ways to improve not only

          8  the performance of children in school, but the

          9  schools themselves as well. Parent involvement

         10  programs make an enormous impact on children's

         11  attitudes, attendance, and academic achievement.

         12  [See attached copy of models.]

         13                 Parent involvement programs work best

         14  when they respond to particular features of the

         15  communities they serve. These programs should ensure

         16  that schools and parents work closely together to

         17  improve academic achievement and the quality of

         18  schools and engage families to ensure that they

         19  receive relevant community services.

         20                 ACT has experience working

         21  collaboratively with schools and communities to

         22  develop parent engagement and involvement programs

         23  that are culturally sensitive, as well as sensitive

         24  to the particular needs of the families that we work

         25  with -- including the young (teen) parent, the
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          2  working parent, and grandparents who are parenting

          3  their grandchildren. Special efforts should be made

          4  to recruit working parents and to make the programs

          5  accessible to the working parent.

          6                 Maximizing access to family support

          7  programs and services through the schools is an

          8  important component in any successful parent

          9  involvement project.

         10                 In the Bronx ACT, through the FIINs

         11  Initiative in the past and presently with a new and

         12  emerging initiative called Turnaround for Children,

         13  led by Dr. Pam Cantor works to help schools better

         14  understand the additional needs of families and

         15  direct them to appropriate community services. The

         16  goal is to build networks of support with and around

         17  each school so parents and school staff have

         18  immediate access to the resources that families need

         19  to become and/or remain stable and strong.

         20                 The Department of Education's Parent

         21  Coordinators can and should play a key role in

         22  engaging parents in schools and connecting parents

         23  to resources. ACT helped to train the New York

         24  City's parent coordinators and continues to work

         25  closely with coordinators in communities like
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          2  Highbridge in the Bronx and Brownsville and East New

          3  York in Brooklyn to support their efforts to

          4  strengthen their capacity for identifying and

          5  overcoming barriers to family engagement. In these

          6  communities, parent coordinators have played a key

          7  role in strengthening the school's connection to

          8  community supports for parents and building the

          9  trust needed to increase parent involvement.

         10                 Parent involvement in education is a

         11  process that starts with the birth of a child and is

         12  most effectively reinforced when a child enters

         13  early childhood education programs.

         14                 In Bushwick and Washington

         15  Heights-Inwood, ACT's IMPACT program, funded by the

         16  United Way of New York City, provides training and

         17  capacity building to parents to help them become

         18  stronger advocates, young children to early

         19  childhood services. Parent involvement starts early

         20  and must be considered across children's

         21  development. Parents that become engaged in Head

         22  Start are potentially the future parent leaders in

         23  New York City's public schools.

         24                 We encourage the Department of

         25  Education and all who care about New York City's
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          2  children to pay special attention to our children

          3  and families who are receiving foster care services

          4  and to consider creative options that can be offered

          5  through school parent engagement and involvement

          6  programs. Well organized and developed parent

          7  engagement programs cab provide an excellent

          8  opportunity for children in our communities who are

          9  in foster care to have meaningful visitation with

         10  biological parents; special efforts should be made

         11  to help families involved with the foster care

         12  system access these programs.

         13                 ACT believes that increased parent

         14  involvement helps:

         15                 - support improved child academic

         16  performance;

         17                 - decrease truancy rates,

         18  particularly in challenged communities;

         19                 - dispel myths about lack of

         20  low-income parent concern for their children's

         21  academic performance and reinforces the fact that

         22  parents do care and can make a difference; and

         23                 - encourage parents to participate in

         24  their children's schooling and to ensure that

         25  responsive community supports are established for
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          2  the children as they develop into young adults;

          3                 Thank you again for your interest in

          4  and support of parent involvement. Please call on us

          5  if we can be of any assistance as you explore this

          6  important issue and as you support the ambitious and

          7  efforts of the Department of Education and others.

          8

          9

         10  Written Testimony Of:

         11  Joan McKeever-Thomas

         12

         13                 Good morning Council Chair Jackson

         14  and members of the Education Committee. Thank you

         15  for this opportunity to testify on parental

         16  involvement in the DOE.

         17                 I have been in the public school

         18  educational system since 1991. I am now the Parent

         19  Liaison for the UFT for SI, so I am still on the

         20  forefront of education and hear from parents every

         21  day with their thoughts, concerns and issues.

         22                 Since 1991 the previous four

         23  Chancellors have talked about parental involvement

         24  but it was evident that it was only lip service.

         25  When Joel Klein became Chancellor he made it quite
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          2  clear that parental input and involvement would e a

          3  cornerstone of the new DOE. To even a casual

          4  observer you can see that not only is it "business

          5  as usual" but an outright insult to the parents of

          6  this city how much they are left "out of the loop".

          7  As the DOE pontificates that schools are to be run

          8  like businesses and the parents are the consumers,

          9  then this business is being run like those "fly by

         10  night operations" that take your money then close up

         11  shop and leave no forwarding address!

         12                 The Department of Education prides

         13  itself on all the activities and councils that are

         14  in existence to involve parents. This is a business

         15  that is rich on paper but the reality poses a stark

         16  difference.

         17                 The DOE speaks of parent involvement

         18  and gives examples of PTAs, President Councils, C-30

         19  processes, School Leadership Teams, Community

         20  Education Council and the Panel for Educational

         21  Policy, where parents have a voice and can weigh in

         22  on different educational topics. Sounds good, right?

         23  However, the reality paints a bleak picture that

         24  smacks parents in the face because none of these

         25  entities have any real authority for parents
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          2  concerns to be taken seriously.

          3                 Mayor Bloomberg, with the newly

          4  appointed Chancellor Klein began to dismantle the

          5  old BOE and create the new DOE in 2002. With the

          6  Children First Initiative as a smoke screen changes

          7  came fast and furious, supposedly with input from

          8  all stake holders but the DOE refused to give out

          9  any info of who were the people that were part of

         10  this process. While frustrating and disappointing

         11  many and disenfranchising most, the parents started

         12  to take a step backward because their needs were not

         13  being met. In the ensuing years parents have become

         14  more and more silent to the point that simple apathy

         15  would be a step up.

         16                 On Staten Island where the SI

         17  Federation of PTAs have always brought to their PTAs

         18  the more global picture and when a response was

         19  needed, PTAs rose to the occasion meeting the

         20  political challenges of the day, PTAs have now

         21  resort to the more comfortable level of plant sales

         22  and fund raisers and not tackling the thornier more

         23  important issues that face our students education.

         24                 Chancellor Klein has sent a very

         25  clear message to parents when the DOE allows
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          2  President Councils to cease to function due to lack

          3  of elections. The DOE does not engage in activities

          4  to get Presidents Councils up and running. When the

          5  Chancellor refers to CPAC (The Chancellors Parent

          6  Advisory Council) as just another parent group there

          7  is something wrong.

          8                 The C-30 process has been changed so

          9  many times and now is an insult to parents and

         10  teachers alike. Previously, people who stepped up to

         11  the plate to be on a C-30 were charged with

         12  selecting applicants as well as formulating

         13  questions for the interview process and being

         14  instrumental in the selection process. The mechanism

         15  is so watered down that a first level C-30 committee

         16  is given the candidates names and the questions as

         17  well as the answers. It is a waste of time and an

         18  insult to people whose time is valuable in this busy

         19  world.

         20                 School Leadership Teams is probably

         21  one of, if not the greatest insult to the lack of

         22  parental involvement. Time and again in the

         23  literature references are made to the success of

         24  teams at the local school level that are comprised

         25  of all educational constituents in the school
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          2  (supervisory staff, teachers, school staff, parents,

          3  community and students). The team's charge is to

          4  create the educational plan of the school on how all

          5  children's educational needs will be met and

          6  academic achievement obtained. Chancellor Crew

          7  created SLT during his tenure. Although the

          8  importance of these teams is a given, the two

          9  subsequent Chancellors have not had the insight to

         10  continue this vision. Even though it is state law to

         11  have a SLT in every school there has been no

         12  training or budget connected to this to make it

         13  successful.

         14                 Community Education Councils (CECs)

         15  have been in existence for 2 years now and have

         16  become more dysfunctional as the days go by or lack

         17  credibility due to the fact that there are an

         18  overwhelming number of vacancies throughout the

         19  city.

         20                 The week of May 1st, 4 members of the

         21  CEC of D31 have registered. Although these councils

         22  are predominantly made up of parents and would seem

         23  a great vehicle for parent involvement as well as a

         24  place for parents to go to have their concerns

         25  heard, these councils have had no meaningful

                                                            386

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  training and each meeting on SI has been reduced to

          3  infighting and the agenda consistently each month

          4  becomes the council themselves and nothing about our

          5  children's education.

          6                 One of the hottest issues to surface

          7  in a while is cell phones. Parents have woken up to

          8  this because the safety of their children before and

          9  after school is in question. Parents around the city

         10  are weighing in on this issue and SI is no

         11  exception.

         12                 May 1, 2006 was the monthly CEC

         13  meeting on SI. Not one parent was in attendance to

         14  speak about this issue. Their silence was deafening

         15  in saying that the CECs are not a place that they

         16  feel comfortable going to when they have an

         17  educational issue, because nothing will be done.

         18                 The Panel for Educational policy is

         19  yet another example where parents should feel

         20  comfortable to bring their issues but don't. It is

         21  yet another body that has bo real power, even in any

         22  advisory capacity.

         23                 On March 14, 2004, better known as

         24  Black Monday, Mayor Bloomberg, with the help of

         25  Staten Island Borough President James Molinaro, made
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          2  sure that a highly contentious vote went in his

          3  favor by removing two mayoral appointees and the

          4  parent member from SI. The third grade retention

          5  policy was a hotly debated issue and as that SI

          6  appointee I tried, in vain, to make the BP

          7  understand that what I was arguing for was not

          8  social promotion but that parents, experts and

          9  concerned educational community members wanted more

         10  than one high stakes test to be the defining factor

         11  for a child to be held back a year.

         12                 I bring this up simply because in

         13  this system that touts parental  involvement it

         14  didn't matter what the parents were saying. It

         15  didn't matter what anyone was saying. The meeting

         16  was a farce and the vote was a farce. The overlying

         17  atmosphere was one in which democracy that evening

         18  was thrown out the window. It doesn't matter what

         19  happened to me that evening. What was paramount was

         20  that my charge on that panel was to bring the

         21  parent's input to the table and that was not allowed

         22  to happen. In a very uncivilized fashion parents

         23  were told all over the city that not only does their

         24  opinion not count but THEY didn't count either.

         25                 What needs to be done is simple. The
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          2  DOE needs to own up to the fact that they don't

          3  listen to parents and begin to rectify the blunder.

          4  They need to turn to parents at every turn with

          5  every issue and digest their input before making a

          6  decision or policy.

          7                 PTAs and Presidents Councils need to

          8  be supported in their quest to empower parents with

          9  the knowledge that will enable them to make the best

         10  educational decisions for their children, whether it

         11  is monetarily or with time and materials. They need

         12  to acknowledge and respect the importance of

         13  parental involvement.

         14                 When it comes to C-30 level 1

         15  committees either the concept be scrapped all

         16  together or bring it back to the point that the time

         17  the committee spends on giving input on supervisory

         18  personnel is well spent and that the opinions of the

         19  parents and teachers will have value. Stop wasting

         20  parents' time with veiled promises of involvement.

         21                 School Leadership teams need to

         22  become an integral part of the school with

         23  subsequent and substantive resources. Members os

         24  this team, historically, are willing to give an

         25  inordinate amount of time to school issues and the
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          2  DOE needs to support these efforts by training the

          3  teams in building capacity, team building and

          4  relevant issues to make these teams successful.

          5                 The Community Education Councils and

          6  the PEP need to become entities that have teeth and

          7  sit at the educational DOE "table" as equal members

          8  of the DOE. They also need to have through training

          9  to be successful in these titles.

         10                 All parents want is a chance to be

         11  heard when it comes to their children's education.

         12  Research, time and again, points to the fact that

         13  when parents are involved children do better in

         14  school and well into their adult lives. It is time

         15  that DOE wake up and do the right thing for parents

         16  and students alike.

         17                 Respectfully submitted, Joan

         18  McKeever-Thomas.

         19

         20

         21  Written Testimony Of:

         22  Aileen and Carlos Meruelo

         23

         24  May 2, 2006

         25
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          2  Parent Involvement in the New York City School

          3  System:

          4

          5                 The criticism is mounting because the

          6  powers, that be tend to give parents necessary

          7  information after the fact. This leaves parents

          8  scrambling to meet the Department of Education's new

          9  demands without consideration as to the sacrifices

         10  that have and had to be made to be in compliance

         11  with D.O.E. requirements.

         12                 The extended instruction 37.5 minutes

         13  (mandated program), is a blatant insult to all

         14  parents, teachers, and students. This new mandate

         15  was implemented under the "No Child Left Behind"

         16  agenda which states on the DOE website "At the core

         17  of the No Child Left Behind Act are a number of

         18  measures designed to hold states and schools

         19  accountable for the academic achievement of all

         20  students: ensure that the teaching and

         21  paraprofessional staff is highly qualified: and

         22  provide parents with access to information and

         23  choice."

         24                 The D.O.E. has left far too many

         25  behind and totally ignored them for far too long.

                                                            391

          1  COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

          2  Students achieving their grade level or exceeding

          3  their levels need to be part of the 37.5 minutes of

          4  instruction. If these students are not encouraged to

          5  continue to excel, they will stagnate and our future

          6  leaders will be made of people who learned by

          7  example, that just getting by, gets more

          8  acknowledgment and recognition than being an

          9  over-achiever or even an average student.

         10                 Enrichment programs should not be

         11  considered optional but mandated, so that the

         12  concept of "No Child Left Behind" is reflective of

         13  all students, not just those that need help. All

         14  students need help, and excluding the higher level

         15  students continually is discriminatory. If

         16  reconizition is not given and rewarded then why

         17  should our students do more when less entitles

         18  students to better programs and benefits?

         19                 The mandated 37.5 minutes is hard on

         20  those students deemed low level and labeled

         21  "mandated students" as well. These students are

         22  signaled out again and again as not being good

         23  students, therefore needing special programs.

         24                 Academically, many do need help to

         25  achieve better grades, but the backlash of the
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          2  social stigma is very hard for the students. Their

          3  self-esteem is attacked daily by knowing they are in

          4  need of help, and now the Department of Education

          5  has shined a spotlight on their situation making

          6  many resentful of the 37.5 minutes they must endure.

          7                 If all students receive the 37.5

          8  minutes then all benefit and "No Child Left Behind"

          9  is fact not fiction. Financially speaking, the money

         10  spent on double busing students could and should be

         11  spent on our teachers and students not fuel!

         12                 The impact on parents with the 37.5

         13  minutes mandated, causes problems for many parents.

         14  School programs started in September, by parents for

         15  their students to attend after school, were and are

         16  severally impacted due to the callous disregard by

         17  the Department of Education and the UFT contract, by

         18  implementing this change in the middle of the school

         19  year. I honestly feel parents were never part of the

         20  D.O.E.'s concern when this decision was made.

         21                 I have 4 students in the public

         22  school system in three different schools in

         23  different boroughs. If the D.O.E. cared about

         24  parents input, the program would be universal in all

         25  schools and regions, so that parents could manage
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          2  various situations such as dealing with some of

          3  their students being mandated and others not.

          4                 Why do the decision makers, who are

          5  supposed to make informed decisions, make parents

          6  jump through hoops, in the middle of the established

          7  school year? This shows absolutely no respect for

          8  the parents, teachers and most importantly the

          9  students, by making these changes mid-semester. The

         10  ramifications of these actions are far reaching and

         11  callous, in the lack of compassion for the families

         12  whose live's are disrupted. An analogy is that of a

         13  rock dropped in a lake causing a ripple effect. Well

         14  the D.O.E. threw a boulder into the lake and wiped

         15  some of us out.

         16                 This leads us into the topic of

         17  putting small high schools into schools that already

         18  have an active student body. The main issue with

         19  this action for District 25, was that on 1/30/06 at

         20  9:00 am, we were informed, that we would not have to

         21  scramble like chickens with our heads chopped off to

         22  graduate a fifth and sixth grade with only 5 months

         23  to prepare. The previous A sigh of relief was felt

         24  by all, or so we thought.

         25                 I was called to the region office by
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          2  11:00 am that same day to be told that a small high

          3  school was going to be placed in my intermediate

          4  school. This school has an active 7th grade, 8th

          5  grade, 9th grade and District 75 on the lower level.

          6  Once again the D.O.E.'s lack of respect is apparent

          7  in that it decided in January of 2006 to open a new

          8  high school by September 2006 in I.S. 25, Adrien

          9  Block. This was a done decision. UNFAIR, UNFAIR!

         10                 I was present at the meeting, as a

         11  blatant attempt to make me feel as if I really had

         12  any input, but it was just a dog and pony show. To

         13  make this situation criminal, in my opinion, was

         14  that once again it was decided to make this change

         15  mid-semester. To further add insult to injury, the

         16  students had already applied to high schools. The

         17  decision to choose a high school was very hard,

         18  agonizing for some. This is the first step into

         19  their future and their choice would be final. It

         20  would be easier to get a divorce than to change

         21  their high school choice. To tell those students

         22  that there are now 50 new high schools that they can

         23  choose from, after they contemplated their choice

         24  with input from family and counselors made it seem

         25  trivial. Again, the DOE changed the rules in the
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          2  middle of the game and that is a foul.

          3                 Mr. Klein attended our President's

          4  Council for District 25 on April 3rd and he stated

          5  that he is trying to actively make Principals,

          6  assistant principals and staff, to commit to

          7  finishing the school year, even if they are up for

          8  retirement or promotion, so that there is as little

          9  disruption in the flow of the academic school year

         10  for the benefit of our students.

         11                 With this goal in mind how can the

         12  D.O.E. not extend the respect to your parents? Most

         13  parents have a hard enough time juggling in everyday

         14  life, that the constant disrespect the Department of

         15  Education shows in it's decision making process,

         16  with regards to when to make changes and who will

         17  benefit and who will be left out in the cold, is a

         18  dismal failure.

         19                 Every student deserves the 37.5

         20  minutes and all students should have the same

         21  information and timetable to make the most informed

         22  decision they can, not a last minute change. These

         23  students are our future. I hope they are more

         24  respectful in their dealings with their fellow man,

         25  than the D.O.E. has been to them. We are told to
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          2  lead by example; well we need a new example to

          3  follow.

          4

          5

          6  Written Testimony Of:

          7  Randi Weingarten

          8  President

          9  United Federation of Teachers

         10

         11  Before the New York City Council Education Committee

         12  on Parent Involvement In New York City's Public

         13  Schools

         14

         15  May 11, 2006

         16

         17                 Thank you, Chairman Jackson and

         18  members of the Council's Education Committee for

         19  allowing me to testify on this crucial topic today.

         20                 The need for greater parent

         21  involvement in the public schools is hardly a

         22  secret. Everyone talks about it, but the hard part

         23  is finding realistic and effective ways to achieve

         24  it. The Department of Education needs to do far

         25  more, in my estimation.
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          2                 We at the UFT have been trying to

          3  involve parents for years, because we know that

          4  parent involvement is key to helping kids both

          5  succeed academically and become good citizens. We

          6  know that for many reasons - because parents have so

          7  many other pressures on them - getting parents to

          8  become more involved in their kid's schooling is a

          9  difficult job. But the UFT has had had a measure of

         10  success in that regard, so let me indicate some of

         11  the things we have done that have worked.

         12                 First, we have made parent outreach a

         13  priority. I should note that the DOE has never

         14  really done that. We developed a Dial-A-teacher

         15  program many years ago - I know you know about that

         16  program because it is famous and has been the model

         17  for similar programs all around the country and even

         18  abroad - to help students and their parents with

         19  homework assignments. We don't do the homework for

         20  the students; we help them learn how to do it

         21  themselves. And similarly, we teach parents how to

         22  help their kids do homework. That's one of the

         23  first, most basic ways to get parents involved.

         24                 But there's much more. The

         25  Dial-A-Teacher program conducts workshops for
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          2  parents throughout the school year to help them

          3  understand the kind of work their kids are doing in

          4  class. These workshops are geared not only to

          5  explain to parents the whys and wherefores of their

          6  children's academic programs but include many

          7  specific techniques so they can work with their

          8  kids, help them do the required work and go beyond

          9  it to expand their horizons and their interests. The

         10  parents who come to these workshops really become

         11  dedicated and really get involved with their kids'

         12  schools.

         13                 The Dial-A-Teacher program goes still

         14  further. Every fall it conducts a citywide parent

         15  conference that is so enormously successful that for

         16  years we have had to turn people away.

         17                 Last October we had more than 3,000

         18  parents attend. This conference offers seminars and

         19  workshops on a variety of topics that help parents

         20  understand their kids, learn techniques to help

         21  them, learn how to get involved in their kids'

         22  schools, learn how to prepare for Open School weeks

         23  and much more. The parents love these conferences

         24  and you can bet that those parents who attend make

         25  the commitment to being involved with their kids's
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          2  schoolwork.

          3                 The UFT, as part of its parent

          4  outreach program, has established a parent outreach

          5  liaison in every borough. These liaisons set up

          6  conferences and workshops to supplement the

          7  Dial-A-Teacher programs. They set up parent

          8  committees so that there is an ongoing dialog

          9  between parents and educators.

         10                 We have a quarterly newspaper for

         11  parents. The Home Team presents articles on things

         12  such as dealing with difficult boys or using the

         13  city as an academic resource. There's a column by a

         14  psychologist who answers parents' questions, plus

         15  tips on good books for different age groups, Web

         16  sites that offer interesting material and so on.

         17                 We have published guides for parents

         18  on Open School Week, what they should know, what to

         19  ask the teachers, and so on.

         20                 Our outreach to parents has resulted

         21  in such innovative developments as Community

         22  Collaborative 9, an exciting one-district project

         23  that now works in numerous Bronx neighborhoods as CC

         24  Bronx. It's a model for how parents, guardians and

         25  the community can involve themselves in the schools.
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          2                 In that district, parents were

          3  concerned about teacher turnover. They wanted a way

          4  to attract and keep and support good teachers. Those

          5  parents researched, studied and worked with the UFT,

          6  and the result was the Lead Teacher Program. In the

          7  10 schools in the original CC9 program, parents

          8  created Family, School, Community Partnership

          9  Committees, where parents, school staff and

         10  community leaders work together to tackle problems

         11  and create a spirit of community in the school.

         12  These committees have lobbied for traffic-calming

         13  speed bumps to improve traffic safety at their

         14  schools, brought new programs to their schools and

         15  found new opportunities for parent and community

         16  involvement.

         17                 The CC model was brought to Brooklyn

         18  where the Brooklyn Education Collaborative is

         19  targeting resources to schools that need them. They

         20  have Lead Teachers in classrooms, they have small

         21  classes. The Collaborative, an organization of

         22  parents, teachers and community leaders in three

         23  Brooklyn districts, developed a middle school model.

         24  These parents identified and concentrated on the

         25  dire lack of art, music and science in their middle
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          2  schools. They surveyed the schools. They know which

          3  schools have science labs and which do not, or which

          4  have licensed science teachers and which do not.

          5  They got the DOE to order new science equipment for

          6  a dozen schools. Principals were calling parents to

          7  thank them for equipment they had not been able to

          8  secure until the parents intervened.

          9                 Now a new Brooklyn-Queens coalition

         10  is fighting for after-school programs in several

         11  underserved communities. In District 4, which

         12  includes Bushwick and a number of Queens

         13  neighborhoods, the new organization, BQ4 Educational

         14  Collaborative, is focusing on the lack of

         15  after-school opportunities. That's something those

         16  local parents view as critical. Right now, just one

         17  in five district children has after-school

         18  activities.

         19                 On Staten Island, Ideal 31 is a

         20  powerful outreach to parents.

         21                 I have talked about the UFT programs

         22  not to blow our own horn - although I am very proud

         23  of them - but because we know that this kin of

         24  effort works. It can work on a much larger scale if

         25  the DOE did similar things. It should. Parent
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          2  involvement in the schools is a goal that is

          3  achievable on a much higher level than we find at

          4  present - but it requires a commitment of time and

          5  effort. We would like to see that commitment by the

          6  DOE.

          7                 And that means much more than just a

          8  parent coordinator in every school. That's just a

          9  tiny step in the right direction. As good as many

         10  coordinators are, many are not well-trained and not

         11  well-prepared to serve the community. They should be

         12  given the help and resources to bring parents to the

         13  schools, attend to their needs and help them get

         14  involved.

         15                 And then there's the Chancellor's

         16  Parent Advisory Council (or CPAC): Parents, who are

         17  true stakeholders in the system, need to have a real

         18  voice in the system, and not be made to feel as they

         19  were simply rubber stamps. We understand that

         20  feeling; teachers have felt the same way. Teachers

         21  are constantly told what to do, and their comments

         22  about what works and does not work in their

         23  classrooms ignored. Worse, they are threatened with

         24  a charge of insubordination or something more

         25  drastic if they don't blindly follow bureaucratic
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          2  orders about how they should teach, instead of being

          3  allowed to do what they think works best in their

          4  classrooms to help their students learn.

          5                 CPAC felt their parent voice had been

          6  so ignored by Tweed that it declined to go to Albany

          7  with the DOE to jointly lobby legislators. Instead

          8  they created an independent lobby day. It was the

          9  same day the UFT lobbied, and the move was seen by

         10  all as joint lobbying, because when parents and

         11  teachers really talk, we find much common ground.

         12                 Take the cell phone controversy for

         13  example. We understand why parents want their

         14  children to carry cell phones to and from school,

         15  and parents understand cell phones must not be used

         16  in schools - that they can be disruptive to teachers

         17  and to learning. So we found common ground in

         18  advocating for a reconsideration of the policy that

         19  would generally ban their use, but not their

         20  possession. It would also tailor that policy to the

         21  individual needs of a school. So whereas a school

         22  with lots of indiscipline and/or gang problems might

         23  still ban the phones, most would find ways for

         24  children to have them as long as they were

         25  out-of-use and out-of-sight during the school day.
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          2                 That is what we mean by listening to

          3  parents and addressing the needs of parents and the

          4  educators at the school level.

          5                 And what better way to do this that

          6  through the school leadership team. But that means

          7  there has to be a functioning school leadership team

          8  in every school. In addition, the DOE should give

          9  the Community Education Councils some real

         10  information and some real training.

         11                 Class size is another issue, but more

         12  on that at another time.

         13                 In sum: Parents ought to be more

         14  involved in the schools. Many parents want to be

         15  more involved in the schools. We need to make sure

         16  that they are brought in. It requires that the DOE

         17  to make a real commitment to do so.

         18                 Thank you.

         19
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         21  Written Testimony Of:

         22  Veronica Montgomery-Costa

         23  President

         24  District Council 37 and Local 372 DC 37 AFSCME
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          2                 Chairman Jackson and members of the

          3  Education Committee:

          4                 Local 372 members provide the

          5  school-life support services that are essential to

          6  making our 1.1 million school children

          7  learning-ready, as well as providing much needed

          8  support services to parents, encouraging and

          9  facilitating parent involvement.

         10                 Most Local 372 members have or have

         11  had children and grandchildren in their neighborhood

         12  schools.

         13                 As you are aware, Local 372 workers'

         14  relationships with students, parents, community

         15  based resources and service organizations are

         16  unique, because, unlike most pedagogical and

         17  administrative personnel in the Department of

         18  Education, Local 372 members generally work in the

         19  communities in which they live. They are familiar

         20  with and sensitive to their school community.

         21                 Parents in our members' school

         22  communities have come to know Local 372 workers as

         23  people whom they can count on for support and

         24  assistance.

         25                 Reverse the Trend of Cutting Vital
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          2  School-life Support Services and Watch More Parents

          3  Get Involved.

          4                 Local 372 asserts that since the

          5  elimination of Community School Boards, parents have

          6  had no advocates close to home and feel

          7  disenfranchised.

          8                 Parents have less trust and feel

          9  powerless in their own school communities. With

         10  support services being the first cut from the

         11  education budget, parents, along with students are

         12  the big losers.

         13                 Local 372 has made the case before

         14  this committee regarding a correlation between

         15  reduced support services and increases in undetected

         16  cases of child abuse and neglect.

         17                 Local 372 further asserts that there

         18  is also a correlation between reduced support

         19  services and decreased parent involvement.

         20                 Local 372 Parent Coordinators - We

         21  need one at every school site, regardless of the

         22  size of pupil population.

         23                 The Mayor and the Chancellor created

         24  the position of Parent Coordinator to increase

         25  parent involvement and support.
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          2                 Conversely, there has been discussion

          3  of saving money by not assigning Parent Coordinators

          4  at school sites with lower pupil population.

          5                 Each school site has its own

          6  particular needs and issues, and Parents at every

          7  school site, no matter how small, have real need of

          8  a Parent Coordinator and are entitled to the support

          9  services they provide.

         10                 Parents know our Parent Coordinators

         11  as neighbors who can assist them in working through

         12  the bureaucratic maze which has replaced the old

         13  design of their children's school system.

         14                 Parents view our Parent Coordinators

         15  as an important and always willing source of

         16  information, attend their workshops and return for

         17  more.

         18                 We need one at every school site,

         19  regardless of the size of pupil population.

         20                 Local 372 Family Paraprofessionals -

         21  A Vital Resource for Parents Our City's schools need

         22  more Family Paraprofessionals.

         23                 Local 372 Family Paraprofessionals

         24  also reside in and are actively involved in the

         25  communities in which they work.
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          2                 In the 2002-2003 school year, 419

          3  Family Paraprofessionals were laid off.

          4                 They assist parents by tracking

          5  student absenteeism and making home calls and visits

          6  to help prevent truancy. They alert parents to the

          7  consequences of education neglect.

          8                 As needed, Local 372 Family

          9  Paraprofessionals provide parents with referrals to

         10  appropriate agencies and community-based resources.

         11                 Local 372 Family Paraprofessionals

         12  also present workshops and assist parents in finding

         13  and utilizing community services and resources.

         14                 As neighbors and fellow parents,

         15  Local 372 Family Paraprofessionals have a welcoming

         16  and friendly rapport during training sessions.

         17                 Parents trust Local 372

         18  Paraprofessionals and view them as valued members of

         19  their school community family.

         20                 Local 372 Paraprofessionals are often

         21  called upon in emergencies to accompany children to

         22  hospitals and police stations, until parents can

         23  arrive.

         24                 We need a SAPIS in Every School - A

         25  Vital Resource to Parents
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          2                 Also laid off in the 2003-2004 school

          3  year were 108 Substance Abuse

          4  Prevention/Intervention Specialists (SAPIS).

          5                 This year, there are only 500 SAPIS.

          6  They are expected to serve over 1,400 school sites

          7  with 1.1 million students.

          8                 Assigning only one SAPIS to cover two

          9  or three schools is putting all students and

         10  families at risk.

         11                 At-risk students often have at-risk

         12  family situations. Parents of at-risk students have

         13  real need of the support services Local 372 SAPIS

         14  provide.

         15                 As needed, Local 372 SAPIS provide

         16  parents with family counseling and referral to

         17  appropriate agencies and community-based resources.

         18                 SAPIS coordinate and present

         19  workshops to parents, teachers and community groups.

         20                 SAPIS also often work in the

         21  neighborhoods in which they live, are effective,

         22  collaborative liaisons with parent groups, social

         23  service agencies, and community based organizations.

         24                 We must find a way to obtain

         25  sufficient funding to assign a SAPIS in every
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          2  school.

          3                 In Conclusion:

          4                 Local 372 urges the City Council

          5  Education Committee to do the right thing for

          6  parents and children. Find ways to get funding to

          7  restore support to our school communities. Provide

          8  the incentive to parents to get more involved by

          9  staffing our schools with familiar faces who know

         10  their community, its real needs and concerns.

         11                 Reverse the Trend of Cutting Vital

         12  School-life Support Services and Watch More Parents

         13  Get Involved.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 8:07 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the
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