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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I'd like to reconvene the meeting on the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises. We had one

          5  item that we laid over, which was the Westchester

          6  Square rezoning, C060180 ZMX.

          7                 Members of the Committee that are

          8  here this morning, Council Member Rivera, Dilan,

          9  Felder. Oh, no, I'm sorry. Council Member Jackson,

         10  Katz, Seabrook, Vann and Felder, as well as we're

         11  joined by members of the Land Use Committee, who are

         12  waiting for the Land Use Committee to begin.

         13                 Very quickly, if you all remember, we

         14  had a Mr. Juan Viera, who is actually in attendance

         15  this morning, come to the Committee during the

         16  public hearing and express a number of concerns

         17  about the fact that his property was included in the

         18  rezoning. He submitted a report with a number of

         19  issues that he asked the Committee and the Council

         20  to look at. We laid the vote over to give an

         21  opportunity for the Department of City Planning to

         22  review those concerns, and also for the Chair to

         23  have an opportunity to speak with the Council Member

         24  in question, Jimmy Vacca.

         25                 Subsequent to that, I have received a
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          2  two-page report from City Planning renewing his

          3  concerns, and Mr. Viera has also reached out to me

          4  personally at my office to see if his property could

          5  be personally excluded from the rezoning.

          6                 Based upon my conversations with

          7  Council Member Vacca and the report that I have

          8  received from the Department of City Planning, it is

          9  the wish of the Chair to proceed with the zoning, as

         10  was presented.

         11                 In terms of Mr. Viera's personal

         12  request that he be excluded from the rezoning, I ask

         13  City Planning to give me a map showing where his

         14  property is in relation to the existing zoning, and

         15  as Committee members well know, when you're in the

         16  middle of an area that's being rezoned, in order to

         17  exclude any particular property, you would have to

         18  go through other properties to get to it in effect.

         19                 So, in this case, although he's made

         20  this request, I've already communicated to him that

         21  we could not accommodate him.  To rezone or to keep

         22  his area at the present zoning his lot, we would in

         23  effect have to change the zoning for approximately

         24  30, 40 other properties, and you know, when you do

         25  these rezonings, it is what is in the interest of
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          2  the majority, and sometimes there are people who

          3  will be disaffected. But you have to do what is in

          4  the interest of the majority of the community.

          5                 In this case the rezoning is in the

          6  interest of the majority, it is in the interest of

          7  the community board, and the Council member, and

          8  with that, unless there's any questions, I will ask

          9  Counsel to call the roll.

         10                 Chair recommends approval of the

         11  item.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         15  Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: A moment to

         20  explain my vote, please, Chair?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Go ahead.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

         23                 I would just ask that, this was a

         24  particularly -- I guess contentious would be the

         25  wrong word, particularly, I don't know the word, it
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          2  raised questions, particularly, you know in light

          3  of, we were talking about giving notice to people in

          4  the district and concerned citizen did the exact

          5  thing that we discussed. I would just ask, Mr.

          6  Chair, that the memos that were circulated from City

          7  Planning to you be circulated to the Committee. Of

          8  course, I take you at your word, in your

          9  conversations with Council Member Vacca, and City

         10  Planning. But that being said, it would be nice to

         11  see the paperwork before we came in to vote on it.

         12  And with that, I vote yes.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I vote aye on

         16  all matters today, and the ones from last week also.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: That was a

         20  really good try. I vote aye.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: I vote aye.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Permission to

          3  vote on items from last week. I vote no on

          4  everything from now on.

          5                 Thank you. I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Okay. By a vote

          7  of seven in the affirmative, none in the negative,

          8  and no abstentions, LU 75 is referred to the

          9  Committee.

         10                 And by a vote of nine in the

         11  affirmative, no abstentions, and no negatives, LUs

         12  29, 30, 76 and 77 are referred to the full

         13  Committee.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

         15  everyone. This closes this meeting of the

         16  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just so

         18  everybody knows the schedule now, we will start Land

         19  Use as soon as we have a quorum, which I think we

         20  probably do in the room already. Carol is telling me

         21  we do.

         22                 And then afterwards, this is the

         23  schedule of the budget hearings. I think most of you

         24  got a memo, or hopefully all of you got a memo, the

         25  fact that today is the budget hearings.
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          2                 At 11:00 the Landmarks Preservation

          3  Commission is coming in. At 12:00 DoITT is coming in

          4  to testify. At 1:00 the Department of City Planning

          5  is coming in to testify. If there's members of the

          6  public that are here, you should know that even

          7  though 2:00 is the public hearing, I will probably,

          8  probably allow the public to testify after each

          9  agency about that topic, depending on the time

         10  limitations and whether the Commissioners are

         11  already waiting. All right? Thank you.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 10:23 a.m.)
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          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 16th day of March 2006.
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