                                                            1

          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                      of the

          7

                 CHARTER MEETING

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10

                            January 4, 2006

         11                 Start:  12:25 p.m.

                            Recess: 1:15 p.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Council Chambers

                            New York, New York

         14

         15

         16           COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Speaker Christine Quinn

                                        Joseph Addabbo

         17                             Maria Arroyo

                                        Tony Avella

         18                             Maria Baez

                                        Charles Barron

         19                             Gale Brewer

                                        Yvette Clarke

         20                             Leroy Comrie

         21

         22

         23

         24            LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                              17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25                   New York, New York 10004

                                    800-756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                   COUNCIL MEMBERS:

          4                         Bill DeBlasio

                                    Inez Dickens

          5                         Erik Martin-Dilan

                                    Lewis Fidler

          6                         Helen Foster

                                    Dennis Gallagher

          7                         Daniel Garodnick

                                    James Gennaro

          8                         Vincent Gentile

                                    Alan Gerson

          9                         Eric Gioia

                                    Sara Gonzalez

         10                         Robert Jackson

                                    Letitia James

         11                         Melinda Katz

                                    G. Oliver Koppell

         12                         Andrew Lanza

                                    Jessica Lappin

         13                         John Liu

                                    Miguel Martinez

         14                         Michael McMahon

                                    Darlene Mealy

         15                         Rosie Mendez

                                    Hiram Monserrate

         16                         Michael Nelson

                                    James Oddo

         17                         Annabel Palma

                                    Domenic Recchia

         18                         Diana Reyna

                                    Joel Rivera

         19                         James Sanders

                                    Larry Seabrook

         20                         Helen Sears

                                    Kendall Stewart

         21                         James Vacca

                                    Peter Vallone, Jr.

         22                         Albert Vann

                                    Melissa Mark Viverito

         23                         David Weprin

                                    Thomas White

         24                         David Yassky

         25

                                                            3

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                         STAFF:       Victor Robles

          4                           City Clerk

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            4

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: I call the meeting

          3  to order. Please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

          4                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Will the clerk now

          6  read the call for today's Charter Meeting.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 1. December 21st,

          8  2005. Honorable Victor L. Robles, City Clerk, Clerk

          9  of the Council.

         10                 Dear City Clerk Robles:

         11                 Pursuant to Section 42 of the New

         12  York City Charter, the Charter meeting of the 2006

         13  Council of the City of New York, will be held on

         14  Wednesday, January 4th, 2006 at 12:00 noon, in the

         15  Council Chambers, second floor, City Hall, New York,

         16  New York.

         17                 Sincerely, Gifford Miller.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: I order the call

         19  to be received, ordered, printed and filed.

         20                 Pursuant to Section 42 of the New

         21  York City Charter, I hereby call this meeting to

         22  order, and direct the Clerk to read the

         23  communications from the Board of Elections stating

         24  the list of elected City Council Members.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 2. December 19th,
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          2  2005.

          3                 Honorable Victor L. Robles, City

          4  Clerk and Clerk of the Council.

          5                 Dear City Clerk Robles:

          6                 Please be hereby advised that the

          7  following named persons were elected Members of the

          8  City Council of New York on November 8th, 2005:

          9                 First District, Alan J. Gerson.

         10                 Second District, Rosie Mendez.

         11                 Third District, Christine C. Quinn.

         12                 Fourth District, Daniel R. Garodnick.

         13                 5th District, Jessica S. Lappin.

         14                 6th District, Gale A. Brewer.

         15                 Seventh District, Robert Jackson.

         16                 Eighth District, Melissa Mark

         17  Viverito.

         18                 Ninth District, Inez E. Dickens.

         19                 Tenth District, Miguel Martinez.

         20                 Eleventh District, G. Oliver Koppell.

         21                 Twelfth District, Larry B. Seabrook.

         22                 Thirteenth District, James Vacca.

         23                 Fourteenth District, Maria Baez.

         24                 Fifteenth District, Joel Rivera.

         25                 Sixteenth District, Helen D. Foster.
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          2                 Seventeenth District, Maria Del

          3  Carmen Arroyo.

          4                 Eighteenth District, Annabel Palma.

          5                 Nineteenth District, Tony Avella.

          6                 Twentieth District, John C. Liu.

          7                 Twenty-first District, Hiram

          8  Monserrate.

          9                 Twenty-Second District, Peter F.

         10  Vallone, Jr.

         11                 Twenty-third District, David I.

         12  Weprin.

         13                 Twenty-fourth District, James F.

         14  Gennaro.

         15                 Twenty-fifth District, Helen Sears.

         16                 Twenty-sixth District, Eric N. Gioia.

         17                 Twenty-seventh District, Leroy G.

         18  Comrie, Jr.

         19                 Twenty-eighth District, Thomas White,

         20  Jr.

         21                 Twenty-ninth District, Melinda R.

         22  Katz.

         23                 Thirtieth District, Dennis P.

         24  Gallagher.

         25                 Thirty-first District, James Sanders,
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          2  Jr.

          3                 Thirty-second District, Joseph P.

          4  Addabbo, Jr.

          5                 Thirty-third District, David Yassky.

          6                 Thirty-fourth District, Diana Reyna.

          7                 Thirty-fifth District, Letitia James.

          8                 Thirty-sixth District, Albert Vann.

          9                 Thirty-seventh District, Erik Martin

         10  Dilan.

         11                 Thirty-eighth District, Sara M.

         12  Gonzalez.

         13                 Thirty-ninth District, Bill DeBlasio.

         14                 Fortieth District, Yvette D. Clarke.

         15                 Forty-first District, Darlene Mealy.

         16                 Forty-second District, Charles

         17  Barron.

         18                 Forty-third District, Vincent J.

         19  Gentile.

         20                 Forty-fourth District, Simcha Felder.

         21                 Forty-fifth District, Kendall

         22  Stewart.

         23                 Forty-sixth District, Lewis A.

         24  Fidler.

         25                 Forty-seventh District, Domenic J.
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          2  Recchia, Jr.

          3                 Forty-eighth District, Michael C.

          4  Nelson.

          5                 Forty-ninth District, Michael E.

          6  McMahon.

          7                 Fiftieth District, James S. Oddo.

          8                 Fifty-first District, Andrew J.

          9  Lanza.

         10                 Sincerely George Gonzalez.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: I order this

         12  communication to be received, ordered, printed and

         13  filed.

         14                 I now will perform the ceremony

         15  swearing in the Council Members.

         16                 Will all Council members please rise.

         17                 Repeat after me. Raise your right

         18  hand.

         19                 I, and state your individual names...

         20                 do solemnly swear or affirm...

         21                 that I will support the Constitution

         22  of the United States...

         23                 and the Constitution of the State of

         24  New York...

         25                 and the Charter of the City of New
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          2  York...

          3                 and I will faithfully discharge the

          4  duties of the office of members of the New York City

          5  Council, the City of New York, to the best of my

          6  ability, so help me God.

          7                 Congratulations.

          8                 Will the clerk call the roll for the

          9  purpose of ascertaining the presence of a quorum.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Happily
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          2  present.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Present.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Present.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Present.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Mr. Clerk,

         19  I'm here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: I extend my

         23  apologies.

         24                 Please rise for today's Invocation

         25  given by the Reverend Frances Shannon, Blessed
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          2  Sacrament Roman Catholic Church, Cypress Hills,

          3  Brooklyn, NY.

          4

          5                 REVEREND SHANNON: I just should say

          6  that even before Chris came into the room, but

          7  especially when she came in, you could just feel the

          8  friendship and the love. I don't think the City of

          9  New York knows how nice that is in here.

         10                 But there is someone who loves us

         11  even more, so if I could ask you to bow down your

         12  heads and I will ask for his blessings.

         13                 Our Father, we ask your blessings and

         14  grace upon this institution, and all those who

         15  serve, and our new Speaker Chris, make this

         16  institution an instrument of peace; where there is

         17  hatred, let us bring love and compassion; grant us

         18  the wisdom and strength to make the right choices;

         19  and

         20                 As we embark on this historic

         21  journey, may we champion the causes of those less

         22  fortunate, and always remember the awesome

         23  responsibility bestowed upon us by the people of New

         24  York City.

         25                 I'd like to end with the special
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          2  beautiful old Irish blessing for those that begin a

          3  new journey. Victor told me I can give it in

          4  Spanish, but I'm going to stick to the Irish.

          5                 For Chris and all present, may the

          6  roads rise to meet you, may the wind be always at

          7  your back, may the sun shine warmly upon your face,

          8  the rains to fall gently upon your fields, and for

          9  all your time of service, God to hold you all in the

         10  palm of his hand. May it be a blessing, we ask in

         11  his name who is blessed, for ever and ever, amen.

         12  God bless you all. Thank you.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council Member

         14  Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I make a motion

         16  to spread the Invocation in full upon the record.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: So ordered.

         18                 Council Member Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Motion that

         20  pursuant to Section 46 of the New York City Charter,

         21  the 2004/2005 rules of the Council as amended be

         22  continued and in effect until new rules shall be

         23  adopted or said rules shall otherwise be amended or

         24  modified.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: All in favor of
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          2  this motion, please say yes.

          3                 Any opposed?

          4                 Motion has been adopted.

          5                 I recognize Council Member Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          7  much, Mr. Clerk.

          8                 My colleagues, today is a great day,

          9  because we are here once again nominating one of our

         10  own to be the leader of our body and our voice here

         11  in the City Council.

         12                 I know we are all extremely proud

         13  because we came together to nominate and to enjoy

         14  the leadership of someone that we have grown to

         15  know, work with and love for the past four years.

         16                 Christine Quinn is someone that

         17  epitomizes what it means to be a leader. She fought

         18  hard to make sure that the affordable housing in the

         19  Hudson Yards was a very unprecedented thing. She

         20  fought hard to make sure that we were able to

         21  instill one of the best smoking bans in the United

         22  States of America, and as a Bronx member, I am

         23  extremely proud and honored to say that under her

         24  leadership we were able to put together a working

         25  group to tackle the issue of infant mortality within
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          2  the Bronx.

          3                 Ladies and gentlemen, my colleagues,

          4  we have a historic moment here. Not too long ago the

          5  thought of a female sitting in this Chamber was an

          6  impossibility. Today, not only are we electing the

          7  first female Speaker of the New York City Council,

          8  but we are also welcoming an additional female to

          9  the City Council. We're moving up from 15 to 16. So

         10  we are almost there.

         11                 We are coming a long way, but I do

         12  believe that we have challenges ahead, and in order

         13  to make sure we can conquer those challenges, we

         14  have to be united behind our Speaker.

         15                 We have to make sure that our Madam

         16  Speaker, Christine Quinn, has our undivided support,

         17  that she can count on us day-in and day-out to take

         18  on the hard fight that will happen down here at City

         19  Hall.

         20                 Christine, I pledge my loyalty, I

         21  pledge my support and as a proud member of the Bronx

         22  Delegation, and as a proud member of this City

         23  Council, I am honored to nominate you for the Office

         24  of the Speaker of the Council of the City of New

         25  York, pursuant to Section 44 of the New York City
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          2  Charter, for the term commencing January 1st, 2006

          3  and terminating December 31st, 2009.

          4                 Christine, you're going to do us all

          5  proud. Thank you.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: To send the

          7  nomination, Council Member Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you, Mr.

          9  Clerk. Today I'm honored and proud to second the

         10  nomination of Christine Quinn to be the third

         11  Speaker of the newly constituted City Council.

         12                 Christine has been a person that has

         13  been a tireless fighter for our most needy. As

         14  Health Committee Chair she passed legislation to

         15  deal with the fact that homeless people are fighting

         16  with AIDS and HIV. She worked with the Queens

         17  Delegation single-handedly to ensure that the infant

         18  mortality dollars that were going around the City

         19  came to parts of Queens that were not necessarily

         20  high pockets, but she knew that there were

         21  communities that needed that service.

         22                 She also fought with me to make sure

         23  that certain medical centers in the Queens community

         24  would remain open in difficult times.

         25                 Christine has worked to pass a law to
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          2  track and report the deaths of homeless people.

          3                 Christine has worked in the Health

          4  Committee, as Joel Rivera has also stated, to pass

          5  the smoking bill. She has done many things. And also

          6  worked on pediatric health care.

          7                 Christine has been a tireless

          8  fighter. She has been a person that has engaged all

          9  of us on a regular level. She has been a person that

         10  will fight to make sure that this Council is the

         11  proper counterpoint to the Executive Branch, that

         12  this diverse body of 51 people will have the ability

         13  to come together to deliberate and to move forward

         14  in a manner to protect New Yorkers, to understand

         15  that this is the house for all of New York to come

         16  to and have their problems deliberated, have their

         17  issues satisfied, and know that this City Council

         18  will be a house for all people.

         19                 I'm proud today to say that I am

         20  seconding the nomination of Christine Quinn to be

         21  the next Speaker of this City Council.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council Member

         23  Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: My colleagues,

         25  I stand proudly today to second the motion as well
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          2  for Council Member Christine Quinn to be nominated

          3  for the Office of Speaker of the City Council.

          4                 Let us recall the day Chris Quinn

          5  championed women's rights. When a Council study

          6  found that emergency contraception was unavailable

          7  at half the pharmacies in our City, Chris Quinn

          8  worked to make these pills more accessible to all

          9  women.

         10                 I also had the pleasure of working

         11  with Council Member Quinn on the Mammography Task

         12  Force, which came up with a plan to cut down on the

         13  wait time for mammography screenings at New York

         14  City hospitals, saving millions of lives.

         15                 I want to say to my colleague,

         16  Christine Quinn, on behalf of all of us, especially

         17  the women here in this body, congratulations to you.

         18  You have made us the tallest, proudest women in the

         19  City of New York, State of New York and this

         20  country.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council Member

         22  Christine Quinn is nominated. Are there any other

         23  nominations?

         24                 Without objections, I now close the

         25  nominations.
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          2                 Council Member Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          4  much, Mr. Clerk.

          5                 I rise today making the most

          6  difficult decision I've ever had to make here in the

          7  City Council. And as a matter of fact, Speaker

          8  Quinn, I was warned by many that this could even

          9  cost me my Chair of the Higher Education, but I

         10  assured people that Council Member Quinn, and

         11  Speaker Quinn is just not like that.

         12                 So, I want to read this statement,

         13  because I do oppose the process.

         14                 I want to extend my congratulations

         15  to Council Member Christine Quinn for her ascension

         16  to the Speakership of the City Council. It is long

         17  overdue for a woman to become a member and Speaker

         18  of this Council, and is long overdue for her

         19  community, the women's community, the Irish

         20  community, the gay community, to be proud of this

         21  moment.

         22                 It's even longer overdue for a black,

         23  Latino or a person of color to become Speaker. For

         24  the latter, harder work, greater unity must occur to

         25  realize that objective, and inevitably it will
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          2  happen.

          3                 Speaker Quinn is a hard-working,

          4  progressive Council Member, who I intend to work

          5  productively with to meet the needs of the most

          6  vulnerable people of New York City and to equitably

          7  distribute the resources to the neediest communities

          8  of New York City, particularly working class

          9  families and communities of color.

         10                 Having said that, honesty compels me

         11  to say that the process by which one becomes a

         12  Speaker is flawed. It is for that reason that I am

         13  abstaining from voting, not because of the person,

         14  but because of the process.

         15                 Council Members, I want to challenge

         16  you to be independent, to be free from giving your

         17  vote to a county leader, a union, a business leader,

         18  or any other outside forces trying to control you.

         19  The people voted for you, not your county leader.

         20                 You owe it to the people to be

         21  strong, independent and principle to making

         22  decisions that affect their lives.

         23                 It cannot continue to be all about

         24  who gets what chairs and assignments to what

         25  committees. It must be about ending structural
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          2  unemployment, ending domestic violence, police

          3  brutality, supporting immigrants, affordable

          4  housing, quality education, affordable health care,

          5  ending all forms if isms and phobias, especially

          6  racism, classism, gender discrimination, to name a

          7  few.

          8                 This is what we were elected for, not

          9  to be controlled by outside forces. So, I hope this

         10  is the last time that the county chooses our leader.

         11                 To Speaker Quinn, I hope that you are

         12  committed to fairness, not favor. I hope that you're

         13  committed to being led by the people and their

         14  elected representatives, this Council, and not by

         15  outside forces.

         16                 Finally, Speaker Quinn, prioritize

         17  the needy over the greedy; principles over power;

         18  and always the people over the outside forces that

         19  think they have privilege.

         20                 I thank you. And once again,

         21  congratulations, Speaker Quinn.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: All in favor of

         23  Council Member Christine Quinn, please say yes.

         24                 Are there any opposed?

         25                 The Council Member duly elected as
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          2  the Speaker of the Council of the City of New York,

          3  the term commencing January 1, 2006, terminating

          4  December 31st, 2009, is Council Member Christine

          5  Quinn.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Good afternoon, Public

          7  Advocate Gotbaum, Congressmembers Nadler and Rangel,

          8  Borough Presidents Carrion, Markowitz and Stringer,

          9  Senator Duane, Assemblymembers Lopez and Rivera,

         10  Senator Dilan, Congressmember Manton, Former Speaker

         11  Peter Vallone, Former Public Advocate Mark Green,

         12  Former Comptroller Liz Holtzman, former members of

         13  the City Council and other distinguished guests.

         14                 Let me say thank you, first, to all

         15  of my colleagues. I am honored to have your support,

         16  and I promise that I'll work as hard as I can every

         17  day to prove worthy of your trust.

         18                 Leroy, Melinda, David, Joel, Bill and

         19  Lew, we had an honorable and a spirited race. You

         20  are all a credit to your districts, and a credit to

         21  the City Council. I look forward to working closely

         22  with all of you in the years to come.

         23                 I also want to thank my entire family

         24  - all the Quinns, Catulos, Rorabors and Dilermos

         25  who are here today. I want to thank my mother, who

                                                            25

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2  isn't here with us today. To my father, Lawrence,

          3  and my partner Kim, your patience and unwaivering

          4  support means so much to me. I love you both more

          5  than words can tell.

          6                 It would take too long for me to

          7  thank everyone who has played a role into making

          8  today possible, but you know who you are and I will

          9  never forget your help.

         10                 Finally, I want to take a moment to

         11  thank my great friend, and a great Speaker of the

         12  New York City Council, Gifford Miller.

         13                 When Gifford took office four years

         14  ago, the scars of 9/11 were still raw. There were 35

         15  new members of the City Council, and everyone

         16  questioned whether this 30-something kid could get

         17  the job done, whether he could fill the big shoes of

         18  the remarkable Speaker before him, Peter Vallone,

         19  Sr.

         20                 Speaker Vallone, a man who has served

         21  this City with distinction and integrity and whose

         22  presence we are honored with today.

         23                 Well, for four years Gifford Miller

         24  led the City Council with strength, courage and

         25  thoughtfulness. He leaves the City stronger than he

                                                            26

          1  CHARTER MEETING

          2  found it, and for that, we are all grateful.

          3                 As one enters this wonderful

          4  building, and sits in this remarkable Chamber, you

          5  can't help but feel awed by the responsibility that

          6  the constituents have given us. Whether it's

          7  oversight over the Mayor's policies, passing budgets

          8  that protect vital services, or passing laws that

          9  protect the health of New Yorkers, or helping

         10  constituents with important every day problems, we

         11  have the power and the responsibility to improve the

         12  lives of millions of people, and we get to do this

         13  in the most vibrant, diverse and the greatest City

         14  in the world.

         15                 This is truly an honor, and it's an

         16  honor that is worthy of reminding ourselves and each

         17  other of every day.

         18                 As Speaker, I will be guided by

         19  principles that will make our government even more

         20  responsive to people's needs and more effective for

         21  all New Yorkers. I'm committed to being a

         22  five-borough Speaker. Whether you speak Spanish in

         23  the South Bronx, Chinese in Flushing, Yiddish in

         24  Borough Park, Creole in Flatbush, Basa in Park Hill

         25  or English in Chelsea, we work for you. We serve
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          2  you. Our job is to make your life better.

          3                 It doesn't matter where you live.

          4  This City Council and I are here to answer your

          5  needs. I know that I will only be as good a Speaker

          6  as I am a listener. So, my message to my colleagues,

          7  to our constituents, and to all New Yorkers is

          8  simple: my door is open. The more people we hear

          9  from, the more ideas we get, the more effective we

         10  will be as a Legislature, the better Speaker I will

         11  be for everyone.

         12                 For 8 million New Yorkers we are the

         13  people's house. We are in every neighborhood every

         14  day and every night. It is our responsibility to

         15  connect our government with the needs of people, and

         16  for the over 1 million New Yorkers who recently

         17  entered this country, we are a critical lifeline to

         18  needed services.

         19                 As Speaker, I will work with our

         20  colleagues to make it easier to address the problems

         21  of our constituents, and this means using technology

         22  to find patterns of problems across the City. If

         23  multiple neighborhoods can't get stop signs in a

         24  timely fashion, we should know that is a systemic

         25  problem and treat it as such.
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          2                 If some neighborhoods are saddled

          3  with higher unemployment than others, we should

          4  quantify it, and then direct Economic Development

          5  money to those communities that need it most.

          6                 The Mayor's job is to focus on the

          7  needs of New Yorkers on a macro level, from the top

          8  down. Our job is to focus on the needs of New

          9  Yorkers from the bottom up, to listen and learn from

         10  our constituents one neighborhood block at a time.

         11                 Yet, our goals and the Mayor's goals

         12  are the same. Too often this body acts as a report

         13  card on the Mayor. He makes an announcement in the

         14  Blue Room and journalists run over to us to give it

         15  a grade.

         16                 I believe that our job, first and

         17  foremost, is to work with the Mayor, whatever his or

         18  her party affiliation may be, to make the City a

         19  better place. That's why as Speaker I'm committed to

         20  putting progress ahead of partisanship.

         21                 Yes, we will oppose the Mayor when we

         22  believe we must. I've done so in the past, and I

         23  will do so in the future. But I sincerely hope, and

         24  I believe, that we can agree more often than we

         25  disagree, and that both sides of City Hall can work
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          2  together with a renewed sense of trust and team

          3  work. The truth is the stakes are too high to do it

          4  any other way.

          5                 We must work together on a more

          6  rational budget process that improves long-term

          7  planning and fixes the annual dance over cuts and

          8  restorations.

          9                 We must work together to continue to

         10  keep our City safe from terror attacks and our

         11  streets safe from crime.

         12                 Mr. Mayor, I will go anywhere you

         13  need to stop the flow of illegal guns into this

         14  City. I will go to Washington, D.C., I will go to

         15  Albany to work hand-in-hand with my good friend

         16  Speaker Shelly Silver, anywhere, to help all of us

         17  in the fight to keep these weapons off of our

         18  streets.

         19                 And we must work together to help the

         20  millions of working class people for whom this City

         21  has simply become unaffordable.

         22                 While grade schools are getting

         23  better, middle schools are simply not improving fast

         24  enough. We face a housing crisis that is pricing too

         25  many tenants and home owners out of their
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          2  neighborhoods.

          3                 It is unacceptable that people who

          4  work here and want to live here, and want to educate

          5  their children and raise their families here cannot

          6  afford to do so.

          7                 It is our responsibility to change

          8  that, and most importantly, we must work together

          9  every day to improve the lives of the least

         10  fortunate; to give everyone the opportunity to have

         11  a job that offers dignity and respect and that pays

         12  a true living wage; to make the delivery of social

         13  services more effective; to make our public

         14  hospitals even better; and to help offer smarter,

         15  preventive health care for our children.

         16                 To accomplish these goals, the City

         17  Council must become an incubator of big ideas, the

         18  creator of innovative policy that helps people

         19  across the economic spectrum and across this City.

         20  We'll look to other cities and states throughout the

         21  country and to neighborhoods and communities in New

         22  York City for the smartest solution to people's

         23  everyday problems.

         24                 Let me end on a personal note. My

         25  father was watching the local news at my office two
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          2  days ago, and the reporter came on to talk about my

          3  selection as Speaker.

          4                 The reporter talked about me being

          5  the first woman Speaker, and the first openly-gay

          6  Speaker. And without missing a beat, my father stuck

          7  out his chest and proudly yelled at the TV and said,

          8  "You forgot Irish, you bum."

          9                 Let me say that I am incredibly proud

         10  that in the most diverse city in the world,

         11  diversity is seen as a strength and not an

         12  impediment. For that, I owe a debt of gratitude to

         13  all of you in this Chamber, and to all of our

         14  constituents in all of our districts. Thank you for

         15  your support. Thank you for your friendship. Thank

         16  you for your trust. I promise I won't let you down.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Petitions and

         18  Communications.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 5. Designation of

         20  the Minority Leader.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Petitions and

         22  Communications.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 5. Designation of

         24  the Minority Leader.

         25                 We, the undersigned members of the
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          2  Minority Delegation of the Council of the City of

          3  New York hereby designate and appoint James S. Oddo

          4  as Minority Leader of the New York City Council

          5  pursuant to Rule 4.10 of the Rules of the Council.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

          7  printed and filed.

          8                 And I now want to call on my great

          9  friend and a wonderful legislator, our Minority

         10  Leader Jimmy Oddo of Staten Island.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you. See,

         12  I'm Sicilian, I often cry in public, so... I know

         13  this is sort of anti-climatic, but if Speaker Quinn

         14  gets to make a State of the City Speech in a few

         15  weeks, I don't, so just bear with me. If it appears

         16  that I'm trembling, it's not because I'm nervous

         17  about giving this speech, but for a minute there, I

         18  really thought Margarita Lopez was back.

         19                 I love Margarita. I love Margarita,

         20  and if you were here last time, you heard how much I

         21  love Margarita.

         22                 I know some of you have heard this

         23  one, but if you have, just bear with me, because I

         24  think it's worth it.

         25                 There's a young couple that has a
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          2  pair of twin boys, boy 11 years old. One boy is this

          3  hopeless optimist, the other is a brooding

          4  pessimist. A shrink is brought in to conduct a

          5  thorough analysis. He takes the pessimist to a room

          6  filled with the latest and greatest toys. When he

          7  opens the door and he tells the child that all the

          8  toys are his, the boy begins to sob uncontrollably.

          9  The doctor asks, what's wrong? The kid says these

         10  toys will surely break someday, then what will I do?

         11                 Next the optimistic twin is taken to

         12  a decaying barn. The psychiatrist opens the barn

         13  door revealing a two-story pile of fresh, steaming

         14  manure. The kid grabs a shovel and starts digging

         15  away with a mile-wide smile on his face, the doctor

         16  can't believe it and asks the boy what he's doing

         17  and the kid says, well, with all this manure, I

         18  figure there's got to be a pony in here somewhere.

         19                 There is that bellowing laugh that I

         20  told the New York Times about. That's an old Ronald

         21  Reagan story, and the reason why I start with that

         22  is that I've never been accused of being wide-eyed

         23  optimist, but today on this truly good day, I can't

         24  help but be filled with optimism and hope. I am so

         25  because it's a new year, new Council with a new
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          2  Speaker, and a new opportunity for us to act on this

          3  incredible privilege we've been given to represent

          4  our home communities and collectively represent the

          5  greatest City in the world.

          6                 And I'm optimistic because four years

          7  later, I think I know each of you pretty well, and I

          8  like to think I know what's in your hearts. We have

          9  not and we will not agree on everything. In fact, we

         10  have and we will again passionately disagree on a

         11  good many things, but I think, and my friend Charles

         12  Barron will agree with me, we have learned to

         13  disagree without being disagreeable. Anger is one

         14  thing, enmity is another. And the only time enmity

         15  is acceptable in this House is when it's directed at

         16  the Department of Buildings.

         17                 I want to thank Andy Lanza and Dennis

         18  Gallagher, my two colleagues in the Republican

         19  Delegation. I appreciate their respect and their

         20  friendship and their confidence and there aren't two

         21  greater guys that you can undertake this three-amigo

         22  crusade with, and I love them and I thank them for

         23  their support.

         24                 I want to say to my new colleagues

         25  who don't yet know the three Republicans, give us a
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          2  chance and you might be presently surprised. You may

          3  have disdain for Republicans in Albany and

          4  Washington, but I think you'll find out that we

          5  aren't your enemy, and many times we're going to be

          6  your ally.

          7                 You will also find out that the three

          8  Republican members have the best sense of humor in

          9  the body, this side of Simcha Felder.

         10                 This is where I take the tissues,

         11  just in case. To Speaker Quinn, our journey together

         12  started in 1992, in this City Council as young

         13  staffers. 1992, you had brown hair, and I had hair.

         14  We were elected together with Mike Nelson in the

         15  special election in February of 1999, and for the

         16  last four years you've been my Chair in the Health

         17  Committee where with each passing day literally my

         18  admiration and respect for you has grown immensely.

         19  I am so very proud of you. And I pledge my support

         20  and the support of the Republican Delegation to make

         21  this institution, which has been our home away from

         22  home for 14 years, a legislative force and a true

         23  agent for good.

         24                 I find myself in a bit of a quandary

         25  in that I am the leader of the opposition party, but
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          2  I consider you a dear friend, and it presents a

          3  conflict of interest of sorts, and I found solace

          4  appropriately enough and comfort in the words of an

          5  Irish proverb, and I say it to you now with honor

          6  and with love and a little tongue and cheek humor.

          7                 May you have the hindsight to know

          8  where you've been, the foresight to know where

          9  you're going, and the insight to know when you're

         10  going too far.

         11                 And lastly, I'd like to close with a

         12  quote from my favorite American President, Josiah

         13  Bartlett, Democrat from New Hampshire. These words

         14  have been my creed for the last couple of years

         15  since I've heard them as a member of this body,

         16  representing the 50th Council, and I hope each of

         17  you holds the spirit of these words for the next

         18  four years or eight years...I was waiting to see how

         19  many got that. And here they are, very simply: We

         20  came here, put the job first, spend our lives for

         21  something that would outlast us.

         22                 I thank you. I congratulate all of

         23  you, and I say God speed. Thank you.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Messages and

         25  Papers from the Mayor.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 6. Communication

          3  from the Mayor, submitting the name of Robert B.

          4  Tierney to the Council for its advice and consent

          5  regarding his reappointment to the Landmarks

          6  Preservation Commission.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

          8  Elections.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 7. Communication

         10  from the Mayor, submitting the name of Elizabeth

         11  Ryan to the Council for its advice and consent

         12  regarding her reappointment to the Landmarks

         13  Preservation Commission.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         15  Elections.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Madam Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: I nominate the

         18  following Council members as members of the

         19  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections of the

         20  City Council.

         21                 Council Member Leroy Comrie as Chair.

         22  Council Member Quinn. Council Member Rivera. Council

         23  Member Felder. Council Member DeBlasio. Council

         24  Member Dickens. Council Member Katz. Council Member

         25  Weprin. Council Member Baez. Council Member McMahon.
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          2  Council Member Oddo. Council Member Garodnick; and

          3  Council Member Reyna.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: For this roll

          5  call, the question is whether the Council would

          6  agree with and adopt such nominations.

          7                 Call the roll.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The item on the

         13  floor was voted 50 in the affirmative, none in the

         14  negative, no abstentions.

         15                 Communication from the Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Our next Stated

         17  Meeting will be on January 18th at 1:30.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: This meeting is

         19  adjourned.

         20                 (Meeting concluded at 1:15 p.m.)
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