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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We have a quorum in

          3  the room. So, I'm going to ask Chris Quinn, how do

          4  you vote?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you so

          6  much, Madam Chair. I vote aye on all.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: And I just want

         10  to congratulate Chris Collins on all his work.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I'm going to just

         12  stop one second. One second. Everybody needs to --

         13  we need some order in the room. If everybody needs

         14  to leave, I understand it. Can you please take your

         15  seat and let's try to have a little bit of order in

         16  the room.

         17                 I'm going to call on folks to vote.

         18  I'm going to read it into the record after folks

         19  vote that absolutely need to go.

         20                 I would like to take two seconds, if

         21  I can, to just thank this Committee for the work

         22  that they have done in the last four years. This is

         23  the last meeting of the Land Use Committee before

         24  January. We have managed to do quite a few great

         25  things for the City of New York together. I want to
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          2  thank everyone for all of their help. I give a

          3  special thank you and good luck to Councilman

          4  Perkins, who is on the Committee but he is not here,

          5  but he is term limited out. He will not be joining

          6  us in January. In his absence, I'll just say we

          7  appreciated all the work that he has done for the

          8  City of New York on this Committee. And I also want

          9  to just thank the staff for all of the stuff that

         10  they have done, and give Chris Collins, who by the

         11  way is leaving us to go to the BSA, for those of you

         12  who do not know it, and we congratulate him.

         13  Although on Thursday is the confirmation. So, you

         14  know, Councilman Comrie, is he okay? All right.

         15  Councilman Avella, you have another Committee

         16  meeting?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Okay, I am going to

         19  read the agenda quickly and then we will go to the

         20  rest of the Committee.

         21                 Intro. No. 750-A. Bus stop shelter

         22  extension bill. Hudson Yards, Fuca (phonetic),

         23  Council Member Quinn's district, N060046(A) ZRM.  It

         24  is the Hudson Yards Fuca (phonetic) that were agreed

         25  upon many, I don't know, it seems like years ago at
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          2  this point, but about a year ago.

          3                 Preconsidered.  Councilman McMahon's

          4  District. C060061. It is a zoning map amendment. The

          5  Staten Island members are not here because they have

          6  an event in Staten Island, and they have full

          7  support for the items on Staten Island.

          8                 Councilman Oddo, zoning map

          9  amendment. C060062 ZMR.

         10                 Councilman Lanza, C060063 ZMR, zoning

         11  map amendment.

         12                 A zoning text change for Staten

         13  Island CB1, 2, 3, limiting the amount of residential

         14  -- limiting the amount of residential in Staten

         15  Island in C, I think it's 4, 5 and 6 zones. 1, 2 and

         16  C4.

         17                 N060066 ZRR.

         18                 LU No. 569. Councilwoman Provenzano's

         19  district. It's a rezoning. C050049 ZMX.

         20                 LU No. 571. It is a rezoning in

         21  Councilman Reed's district for TV and film studio.

         22  C020615 ZMM.

         23                 LU No. 594, the Whitestone rezoning,

         24  in Councilman Avella's district, and I understand

         25  part of Councilman Liu's district. C060055 ZMQ.
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          2                 Zoning map amendment and a UDAAP in

          3  Councilman Perkins's district. LU No. 600 and LU No.

          4  601. C060022 ZMM; C060034 HAM.

          5                 LU No. 636 is a sidewalk cafe in

          6  Council Member Quinn's district. 20065107 TCM.

          7                 LU No. 640. C050245 MMQ. That's in

          8  Council Member Katz's district. My district.

          9                 LU No. 641, is a UDAAP in Council

         10  Member Reyna's district. C050447 HAK.

         11                 Can I have just -- can we all just

         12  pretend just for a second that we're paying

         13  attention? Okay.

         14                 LU No. 663. Council Member Dilan's

         15  district. C050481 PCK. The rest are all UDAAPs. LU

         16  No. 581, 599, 615, 629, 630, 631, 649, 652, 653,

         17  654, 655, 656, and 657.

         18                 Open up for discussion?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Chair,

         20  can I respectfully ask to vote aye on all?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We're actually

         22  calling the rolls right now.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Can I vote

         24  first?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Go ahead.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I vote aye.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

          4                 Call the roll.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Chair Katz.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Chair, I

         15  want a moment to just briefly explain my vote with

         16  regards to the item in my district.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Go ahead.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, I just

         19  want to reply one last time to the concerns that

         20  were raised by my colleague Oliver Koppell, which

         21  you know, on the surface I feel he's right for

         22  raising.

         23                 As it deals with the school with the

         24  Department for Probation facility, this actual

         25  building is about the size, is about the size of a
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          2  City block, and it does not share entrances or exits

          3  with the school at all. There's also several

          4  businesses on this site.

          5                 And I agree with him that it's bad

          6  public policy to place a school and an alternative

          7  detention facility in the same place. However, I

          8  feel, in my opinion, in a large industrial area,

          9  that it may be the school that is in the wrong site.

         10                 Now, that being said, you know, it

         11  was still a tough decision to make, but in my

         12  opinion the decision had to be made because whether

         13  or not this Committee approved or disapproved, the

         14  Department of Probation, regardless of any action I

         15  or this Committee would have taken, still would have

         16  been allowed to operate at the site regardless.

         17                 So, that being said, in my opinion,

         18  it's better to take the agreement, which I disagree,

         19  and I understand there's other ways to fight this,

         20  you know, I totally understand that, upon touring

         21  the facility, it wasn't that bad. Now, agreed,

         22  granted it wouldn't be my first choice to put it

         23  this way, but with all the other factors into play,

         24  I had to make a decision.

         25                 The kids enter the school building at
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          2  8:30. These individuals are required to be in their

          3  facility at 7:30, and they're dismissed at 4:30

          4  while school lets out at 3:00. They're dismissal is

          5  supervised directly to public transportation, which

          6  I also oversaw without the Department, but knowing

          7  that I did it, I exited the meeting, went out an

          8  exit, and then came back, watched the dismissal.

          9  Dismissal was supervised. And while I say, you know,

         10  again, to my colleagues that this probably -- well,

         11  without question, this is bad public policy, it's

         12  not me saying I approve of this policy by giving the

         13  yes vote, it's saying let's give the yes vote so I

         14  can manage this to the best of my ability. And

         15  that's what this yes vote, in my opinion, really

         16  means. And, you know, despite all the circumstances

         17  and issues I had to deal with around this particular

         18  siting, I do feel that this was the best I could

         19  have possibly done with it, and I appreciate

         20  everybody's willingness to defend me genuinely on

         21  this issue. I know had I asked a lot of you to

         22  disapprove, that a lot of you were ready to vote to

         23  disapprove and I genuinely appreciate you standing

         24  with me, but when it came down to it, I felt this

         25  was the best route to take overall for this project.
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          2                 And, you know, I'm not totally happy

          3  with it, but it is the best route to take. Thank

          4  you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just point of

          6  personal privilege. I also want to thank the

          7  Committee members who came early, and while the

          8  Committee and Erik worked out an agreement with the

          9  Mayor, as all of you know, we all depend on one

         10  another to back us up on this Committee, so we

         11  appreciate you waiting around. It was well worth it.

         12                 He didn't vote. Councilman Dilan, how

         13  do you vote?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye on

         15  all.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Good call. Thanks.

         17  Okay, next.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: May I explain

         20  my vote, please, Madam Chair?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: First of all,

         23  let me say to Councilman Dilan, that I voted yes and

         24  will vote yes again, and I respect what you've done.

         25  My strong words were really intended at the
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          2  Department of Probation, because I think this was a

          3  mistake in the placement of this facility. And I

          4  hear what you say, that they're going to -- I don't

          5  know how they're going to do it, but they're going

          6  to stay there anyway, even if we said no, so there

          7  wasn't much we could do. And I gather you've

          8  developed an agreement. Unfortunately, I was at the

          9  neighboring committee when that was described, no

         10  need to describe now, but that you've improved the

         11  situation as a result of your negotiations, which I

         12  compliment you for. And I'm sure you'll continue to

         13  monitor the situation, so that if problems do

         14  develop, we can always go back and insist that the

         15  situation be changed. And my comments should not be

         16  interpreted, and I'm sorry if anybody did as a

         17  criticism of you, it was a criticism of Department

         18  of Probation, which I think made a mistake, and

         19  sometimes, you know, sometimes they take the easiest

         20  route. I'm sure it's difficult to site these

         21  facilities. Siting facilities that are viewed as

         22  undesirable is an extremely difficult thing, and I'm

         23  sympathetic to the Administration, and to the

         24  Department of Probation. Nonetheless, I have my

         25  reservation, but I will vote yes.
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          2                 Before I give up the microphone,

          3  Madam Chair, I would like to compliment you, and you

          4  and the staff.

          5                 Given the number of contentious

          6  issues that we've faced over the past four years, it

          7  is remarkable, the degree of ultimate unanimity or

          8  virtual unanimity that was achieved on these

          9  difficult issues, with the Administration as well as

         10  with members who sometimes had different points of

         11  view on situations. And I think the fact that as

         12  many development projects as we've approved did

         13  receive support from people who are for development,

         14  people are against development, is a tribute to your

         15  skills.

         16                 I also want to say another thing that

         17  I think that you have recognized, and without

         18  pointing out anything negative about anybody in this

         19  Council, you have deferred in significant measure to

         20  Subcommittee chairs and allowed them to negotiate.

         21  It's something that I think should be done more in

         22  the Council, as Chairs should work more closely with

         23  members of the Committee. This Committee is uniquely

         24  structured with subcommittees that facilitate that,

         25  but I think you've shown that it can work, and I
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          2  might say given my experience in Albany, I was one

          3  of the few chairmen that without even the Speaker

          4  created subcommittees of my committees that I

          5  chaired. I chaired three committees. We always had

          6  subcommittees, even though that they weren't

          7  necessarily sanctioned, some of them actually became

          8  sanctioned after I created them, and then I worked

          9  with individual members and gave them a stake and a

         10  role. You've done that with this Committee. I think

         11  it shows it can be done. It made the work of the

         12  Committee I think better, I think assisted you, and

         13  I think it's a model that ought to be followed more

         14  in the Council.

         15                 So, as we end the four years, I want

         16  to say that it's been a pleasure.

         17                 I also appreciate that sometimes I've

         18  been a bit of a dissenter and you've countenanced

         19  that, in fact made a few changes as a result of my

         20  suggestions, which I appreciate as well.

         21                 So, thanks for your very good work,

         22  and I look forward to the next four years working

         23  with you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: And how do you vote,

         25  Councilman?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Since I

          5  cannot out thank you, or out Oliver Koppell you,

          6  Madam Chair, I will just say it's been a joy to be

          7  here working with all of my colleagues, and I vote

          8  aye.

          9                 Happy holidays to all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I will explain

         12  my vote.

         13                 I will concur with the comments

         14  expressed by previous colleagues, and wish everyone

         15  a very, very happy holidays, and look forward to

         16  working with everyone in the next four years, and I

         17  vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 14 in the

         23  affirmative, none in the negative, with no

         24  abstentions, the coupled items are approved and

         25  referred to the full Council.
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          2                 Please sign the reports.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you everyone.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 11:32 a.m.)

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            16

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 19th day of December 2005.

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

                                   ---------------------

         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

                                                            17

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

