          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE And LABOR

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10                 June 29, 2004

                            Start:  1:10 p.m.

         11                 Recess: 1:35 p.m.

         12                 City Hall

                            Committee Room

         13                 New York, New York

         14

                  B E F O R E:

         15

                         JOSEPH ADDABBO

         16                                Chairperson,

         17

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Sara Gonzalez

         18                                 Dennis Gallagher

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1  CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Good afternoon,

          3  everyone. Welcome to the Civil Service and Labor

          4  Committee hearing. My name is Joe Addabbo, the Chair

          5  of the Committee.

          6                 For the purposes of today we will be

          7  voting on Intro. 313-A. I want to thank our staff

          8  for putting this together, Steve Addenisio, my

          9  legislative aide; Tom Curry, Legal Counsel; Joan

         10  Povolny, Policy Analyst; Daniel Turriago, Financial

         11  Analyst; and Leticia Theodore, Communications; as

         12  well as Sergeant-At-Arms for making this hearing

         13  possible.

         14                 The Committee on Civil Service and

         15  Labor will be hearing today again 313-A, a bill

         16  which would amend the Administrative Code of the

         17  City of New York in relation to requiring all City

         18  agencies to record and report information regarding

         19  workplace injuries, information that already exists,

         20  is just not in written form.

         21                 An initial hearing on this bill was

         22  held on May 4th of 2004.

         23                 The City is currently paying out

         24  approximately $140 million annually in direct cost

         25  for worker compensation and probably two to three
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          2  times that amount when indirect costs, such as lost

          3  productivity, recruitment and training of

          4  replacement workers are taken into account.

          5                 313-A would improve the safety of

          6  City workplaces by requiring all City agencies to

          7  regularly document specific information with respect

          8  to employee workers compensation injuries, thus

          9  helping the City take necessary precautions to

         10  reduce the number and severity of workplace

         11  injuries.

         12                 And according to our Finance

         13  Division, the cost of 313-A to the City is nominal

         14  if anything, because the information already does

         15  exist.

         16                 The report would be transmitted to

         17  the Mayor, the Comptroller, the Public Advocate and

         18  Speaker of the City Council by May 1st of each year,

         19  covering the previous calendar year.

         20                 At this point I'd like to read a

         21  statement by the proposed Intro's main sponsor,

         22  Council Member Jim Gennaro.

         23                 The statement of Councilman Gennaro

         24  states as follows:

         25                 "Thank you, Chairman Addabbo, for the
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          2  opportunity to express my support for Intro. 313-A,

          3  the Workplace Safety and Protection Act.

          4                 Intro. 313-A will, for the first time

          5  ever, require the City to regularly document and

          6  make publicly available information on workers

          7  compensation injuries.

          8                 The availability of this information

          9  will allow the City to better focus efforts to

         10  reduce the number and severity of on-the-job

         11  injuries.

         12                 And the result will be a true

         13  win/win. The City employees will have safer and

         14  healthier workplaces, and the City will save money

         15  and benefit from increased worker productivity.

         16                 For these reasons, I urge your vote

         17  in support of Intro. 313-A.

         18                 Before closing I would like to

         19  acknowledge several people who have made today's

         20  vote possible.

         21                 First, I would like to thank Chairman

         22  Addabbo. The Chairman has been a steadfast champion

         23  of this bill, and I very much appreciate his and the

         24  Committee's quick action on it. The hard work of

         25  Council Member Addabbo's Legislative Director,
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          2  Stephen Addenisio, also deserves acknowledgement.

          3                 I would further like to recognize the

          4  leadership of Speaker Gifford Miller, and the

          5  tremendous efforts of his staff and the staff of the

          6  Civil Service and Labor Committee.

          7                 The Speaker and his staff,

          8  particularly the Speaker's Legislative Director,

          9  Marcel Van Ooyen, and the Committee's Council, Tom

         10  Curry, have worked tirelessly to craft this

         11  outstanding piece of legislation.

         12                 And finally, no one should discuss

         13  the Workplace Safety and Protection Act without

         14  highlighting the central role of "NYCOSH", the New

         15  York Committee on Occupational Safety and Health,

         16  and their Executive Director, Joel Shufro.

         17                 This legislation would simply not

         18  exist without the dedication and hard work of NYCOSH

         19  and especially Joel.

         20                 Thank you, again, Mr. Chairman, for

         21  the opportunity to speak in support of this landmark

         22  legislation, and also to thank those who have made

         23  it possible."

         24                 I, too, want to personally thank

         25  Council Member Gennaro for his work on 313-A, and
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          2  allowing me to be a sponsor of it. I do think it has

          3  a great place in New York City, not only saving the

          4  City millions of dollars, but creating a better and

          5  safer workplace for our employees throughout the

          6  City.

          7                 At this point we are awaiting Council

          8  members to be here. We will call the roll as soon as

          9  they come here. So, at this point we'll take a

         10  slight recess until.  We are awaiting two Council

         11  members at this point. Thank you.

         12                 (Recess taken.)

         13                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 I'd like to reconvene the Committee

         16  for Civil Service and Labor. I want to welcome two

         17  colleagues, Council Member Sara Gonzalez and Council

         18  Member Dennis Gallagher for being here.

         19                 And, again, we are voting out 313-A,

         20  Workplace Safety Bill. And at this point I would ask

         21  for the roll to be called.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of three in

          5  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          6  abstentions, the Intro. is approved.

          7                 Council Members, please sign the

          8  Committee report. Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Again, I want to

         10  thank staff. I want to thank my colleagues and the

         11  Sergeant-At-Arms and everyone for being here today

         12  on a very, very good piece of legislation.

         13                 Again, my congratulations and thanks

         14  to Council Member Gennaro.

         15                 I wish everyone the happiest and

         16  healthiest of summers. Enjoy everyone. Be well. Take

         17  care. Meeting adjourned.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 1:35 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 29th day of June 2004.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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