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      Title:
A Local Law to amend the New York City Charter in relation to the custody and control of city records of historical, research, cultural or other important value. 

       Sponsor: 
Council Member Perkins, Baez, Barron, Brewer, Comrie, Davis, Jackson, Jennings, Lopez, Nelson, Quinn, Reed, Sanders, Seabrook, and Stewart; also Council Member Gioia.
Summary of Legislation: This legislation institutes measures that will better preserve the integrity of the City=s historical documents as well as better ensure their equal access to all members of the public. The legislation also intends to prevent impropriety, or any appearance of impropriety, that occurs when a city-elected officer plans to manage and control the archiving of his or her own documents. The legislation also dictates that when an elected official leaves office, all records should be delivered directly to the Department of Records and Information Services (DORIS) municipal archives. The legislation allows the Commissioner to enter into an agreement with another archival establishment provided such establishment exists under public auspices. Importantly, each such agreement must contain a plan for monitoring the status and progress of the archiving operations. The legislation says that records retained for historical or research purposes shall be permanently transferred to the municipal archives pursuant to a record transfer schedule approved by the commissioner of DORIS. The legislation proposes the creation of an archival oversight board of five members. The five-member board would consist of a chairperson selected by the Mayor and the City Council Speaker, two mayoral appointees, and two City Council appointees. At least one of the appointees must be a professional historian and at least one other appointee shall be a professional archivist. Members shall serve for terms of four years from their date of appointment.

Effective Date: This law shall take effect immediately, and the board created by section 4 of this local law shall have jurisdiction over all papers of any city administration date.

Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2003
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Fiscal Impact Statement:
	
	Effective FY03
	FY Succeeding 

Effective FY04
	Full Fiscal 

Impact FY03

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0


Impact on Revenues: 

None.

Impact on Expenditures:
There will be no impact on expenditures as a result of this legislation. The existing staff of DORIS would be responsible for implementing the law. 

Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
Not applicable

Source of Information:

City Council Finance Division

Estimate Prepared By:

Paul Scimone, Legislative Financial Analyst

Andy Grossman, Assistant Director

City Council Finance Division

FIS History:


To be considered by the Committee on February 27, 2003.
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