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PROPOSED INT. NO. 202-A:
By:
Council Members Moskowitz, Avella, Baez, Barron, Clarke, Davis, DeBlasio, Foster, Gerson, Gioia, Lopez, Martinez, McMahon, Nelson, Quinn, Recchia, Reed, Reyna, Rivera, Sanders, Serrano, Stewart, Jackson, Gennaro, Brewer, Gallagher and Lanza; also Council Members Koppell, Seabrook and Yassky

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Article ten of subchapter three of chapter one of title 26 is amended by adding a new section 26-252.1

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing for baby changing stations in public places.


On Friday, September 20, 2002, the Committee on Women's Issues, chaired by Council Member Tracy Boyland, will conduct a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 202-A.  This bill would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by requiring baby changing stations in certain public places. Those invited to testify at the hearing include Patricia Lancaster, Commissioner, Department of Buildings; a representative of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation; John Mendelson, a distributor of baby changing stations; Barbara Janowitz, League of American Theatres and Producers; Robert McGowan, Executive Director, Building Owners and Managers Association; and various parents and members of the real estate and buildings community.  

Analysis

Currently, a large number of public buildings and spaces in New York City lack baby changing stations.  As a result, parents of young children are often forced to find makeshift areas in museums, stadiums, parks and other public places to change their child's diaper. 

 Under subdivision b of Proposed Int. No. 202-A, owners of certain buildings, parks and pools where the "maximum occupancy is greater than or equal to two hundred and fifty persons" would be required to provide baby changing stations.  Subdivision a of Proposed Int. No. 202-A would define a baby changing station as "an affixed station, area or table with safety straps or other appropriate restraint to secure a baby or young child specifically set aside for changing a diaper on such baby or young child."  Subdivision b of Proposed Int. No. 202-A would require that in every building and at every park or pool categorized by a use or occupancy classification provided in Table 3-1 of subdivision c of the proposed legislation, there must be at least one baby changing station accessible solely to women and one accessible solely to men, or, in the alternative, at least one such station designated as unisex, and thus accessible to both men and women. 

Subdivision b would also provide that in those buildings, parks and pools covered by the proposed legislation where the maximum occupancy is greater than or equal to 500 persons, the number of baby changing stations must be provided in an amount that is equal to 10% of the total number of bathroom urinals and stalls provided by such building, park or pool, rounded to the nearest whole number.  In addition, 30% of those stations, rounded to the nearest whole number, would be required to be accessible to men.  This subdivision would also provide that the number of baby changing stations required to be provided by buildings, parks and pools with maximum occupancy levels greater than or equal to 500 persons would never need to be in excess of an amount equal to one such station per bathroom, and that such stations would be required to be placed in various locations throughout such building, park or pool which maximize patron accessibility to such stations.


Subdivision c of Proposed Int. No. 202-A would mandate that all buildings, parks or pools required to provide baby changing stations by this legislation would need to do so by January 12, 2004.  Subdivision c would also contain  Table 3-1, which sets forth the types of buildings, parks and pools covered by the proposed legislation, along with their building code/occupancy code. This table appears as follows: 

TABLE 3-1

Use or Occupancy
Building Code Occupancy Group



Auction rooms, public
C



Auditoriums


F-1a (with scenery) or F-1b (without scenery)

Banquet halls


F-4

Bowling alleys
F-3



Catering establishments
F-4



Children’s amusement parks
F-2



Religious Houses of Worship
F-1b



Community centers
F-3



Libraries
G



Eating places
F-4



Meeting halls
F-1b



Museums
F-3



Playgrounds
F-2



Recreation centers, non-commercial
F-2 (outdoor), F-3 (indoor)



Stadiums
F-2



Studios

     Music, dancing, or Theatrical

     Radio or television


F-3

F-1a (with scenery) or F-1b (without scenery)

Swimming pools
F-2 (outdoor), F-3 (indoor)



Theatres
F-1a (with scenery) or F-1b (without scenery)




Proposed Int. No. 202-A would take effect one hundred and twenty days from the date of its enactment.  The Commissioner of the Department of Buildings would be required to promulgate rules and take any other action necessary to ensure the timely implementation and enforcement of this proposed legislation prior to its effective date.
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