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INTRODUCTION

On February 14th, 2007, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Hiram Monserrate, and the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Council Member Bill de Blasio, will hold a joint hearing to examine the military veterans housing agreement between the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) and the United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). With City residents among those engaged in action in Iraq, Afghanistan and other assignments throughout the world, these Committees are interested in exploring housing services available to servicemen and women returning from military duty who may be at risk for homelessness.
 Those invited to testify include Clarice Joynes, Executive Director of the Mayor’s Office of Veterans Affairs; Robert V. Hess, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Homeless Services; Vijaya Dasary, Program Director of the Borden Avenue Veterans Residence, and other veterans’ service organizations, military veterans and support groups.

BACKGROUND


On December 21, 2006, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Secretary Jim Nicholson, and the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) Commissioner Robert V. Hess announced an agreement between the City of New York and the VA to help end veteran homelessness in the City.
 According to the agreement, the VA and DHS will place 100 veterans into permanent housing within 100 days of the agreement’s execution.
 

Under the plan, veterans to be placed in permanent housing will be selected from 

within the existing men’s emergency shelter system, including the Borden Avenue Veterans Residence (BAVR) and the Camp LaGuardia shelter in Orange County, which is currently in the process of closing.
 The Administration plans to fund the housing placements by reinvesting resources currently devoted to the emergency shelter system.
 The veterans will be moved to supportive housing or other options using the existing DHS placement system.
 According to the plan, some veterans will enter housing with appropriate supportive services, while others will be reunited with family members. The Administration plans to reduce all homelessness within the City by two-thirds by the year 2009.

The VA and DHS have also convened a Task Force that will report back in 100 days with a strategic plan to end veteran homelessness in New York City.
 The Task Force, which had its first meeting on December 21, 2006, plans to develop a long-term strategy for new joint VA-New York City street outreach teams and a new joint VA-New York City homeless intake center.
 Under the new plan, additional health care, mental health treatment, and substance abuse treatment will be provided to eligible military veterans.
 The Task Force includes community agencies and veterans service organizations with expertise in serving homeless veterans.
 The members of the Task Force include:

· Robert Hess, Commissioner of DHS

· James Farsetta, Director of Veterans Integrated Service Network 3

· Verna Eggleston, Commissioner of the Human Resource Administration

· Martin Horn, Commissioner of the Department of Corrections

· Michael Cardozo, Corporation Counsel

· Thomas Frieden, Commissioner of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

· Anthony Crowell, Counsel to the Mayor

· George Basher, Director of the New York State Division of Veterans Affairs

· Major John Hodgson, Secretary for Programs of the Salvation Army of Greater New York

· Rosanne Haggerty, President of Common Ground

· Larry Belinsky, President and CEO of HELP USA

· Nan Roman, President and CEO of the National Alliance to End Homelessness

· Mark Johnston, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Homelessness/AID Programs, Department of Housing and Urban Development

· Ralph DeMarco, New York State Council of Veterans Organizations

· Patricia Amberg-Blyskal, VA Regional Office

· Pete Dougherty, VA Director of Homeless Programs

· Michael Sabo, VA Medical Center Director

· Ellen Nesbitt, New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance

· Richard Pruss, Executive Director of Homelessness Initiatives, Fannie Mae

· Job Mashariki, President and CEO, Black Veterans for Social Justice

· John Laguna, President and CEO of Volunteers of America

· Lloyd Sederer, Executive Deputy Commissioner, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

 
There has been criticism of the VA-DHS plan. For example, Joseph Bello, Assistant Director of the LaGuardia Community College Center for Veterans Youth and Adults, has stated that the VA-DHS plan is not a plan to find housing for 100 veterans in 100 days, but a plan to move 100 veterans out of the BAVR and move them into either Single Room Occupancies (SROs) or to provide them with a bus ticket.
 Mr. Bello contends that the VA-DHS plan is not well thought out, will not provide permanent housing, and will not prevent homeless veterans from returning to shelters.
 Mr. Bello is also critical of the composition of the Task Force and contends that only three local veteran non-profit organizations were included on the Task Force at the last minute.

Today, the Committee expects to hear testimony on how the plan to house 100 homeless veterans is progressing. The Committee also expects to hear the details of the agreement between the VA and DHS to help end veteran homelessness within the City.

� For a discussion of the problem of homelessness among veterans, see the briefing paper of the Committee on Veterans, dated December 13, 2006.


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/dhs/html/press/pr122106.shtml


� Id.


� Id. The Borden Avenue Veterans Residence in Queens is the first veterans-only shelter established within the United States. Orange County has purchased the Camp LaGuardia property from New York City and will close the camp by June 2007.


� Id.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dhs/html/press/pr122106.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/dhs/html/press/pr122106.shtml�.  


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


�Id. 


� Id.


� Mass informational email from Joseph Bello, Assistant Director of the LaGuardia Community College Center for Veterans Youth and Adults, January 28, 2007.


� Id.


� Id.
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