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INTRODUCTION

On Thursday, October 8, 2009, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing to consider Int. No. 947, a local law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to unattended idling vehicles.  A copy of the introduction is attached.  
BACKGROUND
There are numerous safety concerns when a vehicle is left idling and unattended, without an occupant to operate and control the vehicle.  Notably, two recent and unfortunate incidents occurred where a vehicle was left unattended with the engine running.  In Chinatown, an unattended idling van rolled backwards, and struck and killed two children in January of 2009.
  In Queens, an intoxicated person stole an idling unattended car, and subsequently struck and killed two pedestrians in February of 2009.
  Currently, the fine for leaving an idling vehicle unattended is five dollars.  Int. No. 947 would increase the fine to 250 dollars.
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 947 would amend section 10-111 by changing the title to “Unattended idling vehicles,” and would amend subdivision (a) of that section to make it unlawful for any person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle to permit the vehicle to stand unattended on the streets or thoroughfares of the City (currently, subdivision applies to vehicles idling for more than three minutes), without first stopping the engine and locking the ignition (removing the key would no longer be required).

Section one of Int. No 947 would also amend subdivision (b) of section 10-111 by stating that a person who violates the provisions of this section, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of two hundred fifty dollars or imprisonment not to exceed two days, or both.  New subdivision (b) would additionally provide that whenever a police officer shall find a motor vehicle standing in violation of this provision, the officer may stop the engine and remove the ignition key or device therefrom and, in the event that the owner or operator thereof is not present, the officer must deliver the ignition key or device to the nearest patrol precinct station house within one hour after removing such key or device to be held for and returned to such owner or operator.  Further, new subdivision (b) would require that in the event the key or device is so delivered to the station house, the officer must attach to the vehicle a tag stating where the ignition key or device may be reclaimed.  

Finally, section one of Int. No 947 would delete subdivision (c) of section 10-111, which created an exception to this section for any person driving or in charge of an omnibus operated under a franchise of the City of New York, which has clearly marked on its exterior the name of its owner.  
Section two of Int. No 947 would provide that this local law would take effect immediately after it is enacted into law. 
Int. No. 947

By Council Members Crowley, Brewer, Comrie, Gennaro, Gonzalez, Koppell, Liu, Nelson, Stewart, Vann, Weprin and Gerson

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to unattended idling vehicles.  

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 10-111 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§10-111 [Locks on motor vehicles] Unattended idling vehicles.  a. It shall be unlawful for any person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle to permit it to stand unattended [for more than three minutes] on the streets or thoroughfares of the city, without first stopping the engine [,] and locking the ignition [and removing the key].

b.  Violations.  A person who violates the provisions of this section, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of [not more than five] two hundred fifty dollars or imprisonment not to exceed two days, or both.  Whenever a police officer shall find a motor vehicle standing in violation of this provision, the officer may stop the engine and remove the ignition key or device therefrom and, in the event that the owner or operator thereof is not present, shall deliver [it] the ignition key or device to the nearest patrol precinct station house within one hour after removing same to be held for and returned to such owner or operator.  In the event the key or device is so delivered to the station house, the officer shall attach to the vehicle a tag stating where the ignition key or device  may be reclaimed.

[c.  The provisions of this section shall not apply to any person driving or in charge of an omnibus operated under a franchise of the city of New York, which has clearly marked on its exterior the name of its owner.]    

§2.  This local law shall take effect immediately after it is enacted into law.  
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