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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Preston niblack, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 1004-A
Committee: Fire and Criminal Justice Services


	Title: A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, the New York city building code and the New York city fire code, in relation to an air pressurized alarm system for standpipes. 

	Sponsors: Council Member Sanders, the Speaker (Council Member Quinn) and Council Members Vallone Jr., Fidler, Gentile, James, Koppell, Liu, Nelson, Weprin and Gerson (in conjunction with the Mayor).



	Summary of Legislation: Among other things, this legislation mandates that in all vacant buildings and structures undergoing demolition standpipes are maintained in a state of readiness as dry standpipes, and that in all such buildings and structures air pressurized alarm systems are provided.  For new buildings and structures, the legislation mandates that “all required permanent or temporary standpipes shall be in a state of readiness once the work reaches a height greater than 75 feet…and shall contain an air pressurized alarm system.”  The legislation lays out who may apply to install such alarm systems and requires that pressure in the systems be maintained at all times.
Additionally, the legislation mandates that the alarm is to be automatically activated when the pressure departs from a prescribed range.  Furthermore, when such departure occurs, the legislation requires that (1) the fire department (FDNY) be notified; (2) all work at the site, other than concrete pouring operations, must cease; and (3) an investigation take place to determine the cause of the alarm.  The legislation prohibits any further work unless authorized by the FDNY, with the exception of work to repair the standpipe system, after which a full inspection is to be performed.  Also specified is the decibel level of the alarm, which must be audible during both working and non-working hours, and powered by a dedicated power supply at all times.  The legislation contains a series of technical specifications for the alarm system, and requirements for the creation of construction plan documents and the posting of appropriate signage.

Lastly, the legislation prescribes the required actions when standpipe systems are out of service at a construction site (including unplanned system outages and circumstances when such systems are taken out of service due to “the addition of a new section to the system, removal of an existing section as demolition operations progress, or other planned event.)”  
This bill is part of a package of twelve bills that resulted from a collaborative process between the Administration and the Council.  These bills combine the findings and recommendations of “the Working Group” called for by the Mayor on strengthening the safety, oversight and coordination of construction, demolition and asbestos abatement (CDA) operations with legislative proposals put forth by Council Members in the wake of the Deutsche Bank Building fire.  The bills are collectively intended to improve CDA procedures in the City of New York.

	Effective Date:  This local law would take effect 120 days months after enactment except that the commissioner of buildings would take such actions as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.  

	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: N/A


	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY10
FY Succeeding

Effective FY11
Full Fiscal

Impact FY10
Revenues (+)
$0

$0

$0

Expenditures (-) 

$0

$0

$0

Net

$0

$0

$0



	Impact on Revenues:  This local law would generate no additional revenues for the City.

	Impact on Expenditures: There would be no impact on expenditures as a result of this legislation since existing resources could be used by all impacted agencies in order to compel compliance with legislation.

	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  N/A


	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division, Mayor’s Office of City Legislative Affairs,
                                                 Mayor’s Office of Management and Budget



	Estimate Prepared By:       John Russell, Legislative Financial Analyst

                                                Andy Grossman, Deputy Director


	History:  Intro. 1004 was introduced by the Council and referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services on May 20, 2009.  The legislation was considered and laid over by the Committee on June 2, 2009.  An amended version of this legislation, Proposed Intro. 1004-A, is to be considered by the Committee on September 17, 2009.
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