














































Waterside testimony 
 
I am a settling tenant at Waterside Plaza who deserves the rent reset but has little hope of getting it.  I 
live on my Social Security ($1889/mo) and in order to pay my rent I must take out $2500/mo from my 
IRA.  My rent is $2095 plus heat.  In addition, I take out large chunks of money periodically to pay for my 
95-year-old mother’s 24-hour home health care in Florida.  I also pay $500-600 per month for her 
groceries, medications, and doctor co-pays.  That balloons my income to $89,000 in 2017 and $102,000 
in 2016.  It has decimated my IRA.  In 2005 I had $550,000 and now I have $210,000.  I am 66 and my 
debt grows as I age. 
 
I do not live an $89,000 life.  I do not take vacations, go to theatre, eat out.  My clothing comes thrift 
shops.  All the money is for my mother’s care and for visiting her.  Because I choose to be a good 
daughter I am being penalized.  I won’t be able to stay here much longer.  When I moved here in 1992, I 
told myself that this is where I wanted to live until death. 
 
I am giving all I have to my wonderful mother.  Who is going to take care of me? 
 
I need someone with a big heart.  Are you that person? 
 
P.S.  I also have to take care of myself.  I have been a type 1 brittle diabetic for 43 years and am on 16 
medications for other serious health problems in addition.  I have glaucoma and diabetic retinopathy, 
and am threatened by blindness and dialysis. 
 
I am up against a wall. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  Best, Carole Natko 
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The New York City Council 

Land Use Division 

250 Broadway 

16th Floor 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Att: Chelsea Kelley, Senior Project Manager 

Sent by email to: CKelley@council.nyc.gov 

 

January 15, 2019  

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

My wife and I are tenants at Waterside Plaza and have been for 40 years.  

After attending the hearing at the Land Use Subcommittee, we would like to 

submit this statement in support of the general plan for “Aging in Place.”  

 

While we believe the proposal is moving along in a positive manner,we do 

not feel that the requirement of retirement by the end of 2019 is fair or 

appropriate. 

 

We, the Settling Tenants, have been part of this community for thirty or 

forty years or longer.  We have lived our lives here, had careers here, raised 

children here, and are part of a real community of moderate earners. 

 

While my wife and I are not personally affected by the proposed retiring 

requirement in 2019, many of my neighbors and friends in this community 

are.  So I write in support of them.  

 

There was some discussion at the sub-committee meeting that HPD found 

too much uncertainty in allowing tenants to retire after 2019.  However, 

when you look at the actual facts, the amount of uncertainty is really quite 

trivial.  As mentioned at the hearing there are only 309 remaining Settling 

Tenants.  Of those there was an indication that approximately 20% could not 

retire in 2019.  That would mean approximately 60 units.   However, not all 

of those tenants would qualify for the deal in any case and so the number of 

units involved would be only a portion of that amount.  

 

From my knowledge of the Settling Tenants, most of them are nearing 

retirement over the next several years.  As Janet Handal , the WTA  
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President, stated at the meeting, they most likely know what their retirement 

finances will be and can provide an accurate representation of it now. 

 

They just cannot retire this year (perhaps due to a pension requirement, 

social security income, closing out a business, etc.) 

 

It seems neither fair nor logical to sunder this community over such a small 

amount of uncertainty for the City of New York, especially when you 

consider the ever present uncertainty of City budgets over a whole host of 

projects and costs. 

 

We have always been a close community, a model community in any ways, 

and I strongly believe that the City of New York should be able to devise a 

formula to allow all the Settling Tenants to be able to retire and age together 

in a community in which they have lived their lives and which they helped 

to create. 

 

I urge the City of New York and HPD to find a way to allow all the 

members of the Settling Tenants in this community, who otherwise qualify, 

to retire after 2019 so as to age in place with financial security. 

 

Why not!!!  Why create artificial distinctions in a truly functioning and 

organic community, a very rare community indeed. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  Let’s reach out on this one for a better 

New York. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephen and Bernardette Haken  

 

30 Waterside Plaza 

20J 

New York, NY 10010 

212-684-3907 

 

Cc:  Janet Handal 

 



 

 

Greetings, Council Member Ben Kallos, Keith, Peter, Janet and fellow Waterside tenants, 

 

Council Member Ben Kallos, I ask that you please, as a leader, and decision maker, help us and 

Keith with this life changing situation. 

 

I am passionately, urgently, and YES, in desperation asking that you PLEASE help us NOW get a 

second rent resent in the future. 

 

Under the current proposed deal for Waterside Settling Tenants, my rent will become frozen. 

However, unless a SECOND rent reset is secured NOW for much further out in the future, I will not 

be able to live the rest of my life out at Waterside when I retire. There is one-third of settling tenants 

that are also in my situation. 

 

Please make an EQUITABLE deal for ALL of us Settling Tenants. Waterside has been my home for 

OVER 25 years. When I collect social security at any time (within all the three time frames and 

amounts), I will not be able to afford my current frozen rent then). I am asking that at the time of 

my retirement, my income and rent get reviewed again, in other words a second certification take 

place. 

 

The deal as it now stands is allowing the other two-thirds of Settling Tenants that are retiring now or 

within 2019 to get actual rent reductions and, therefore to live their lives out at Waterside for the 

duration of their lives, as opposed to their rents just being frozen, and hence most likely losing their 

homes. 

 

Please help us implement something NOW, so that we know NOW for certain, that we will have our 

homes in the future. I know Janet requested 2-8 years out, but if all goes well for me, I will need 

further out than just eight years, just like some other settling tenants. 

 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP our HOMES and OUR COMMUNITY here at Waterside. 

 

These are our lives and our homes. 

 

Council Member, Ben Kallos, I thank you from my heart. 

Thank you, 

Chris 

CSpanglerCV@Yahoo.com 



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 
believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 
since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 
certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into 
the senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility 
to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49)Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, 

exclude retirement distributions. 

 
From: Eva Centeno 



Waterside Seniors 
 
I very strongly support passage of the Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside 
Plaza. But PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE extend the retirement rent reset for 2-8 years so that those of us who 
still need to work in order to provide support for our families can do so and still stay in our homes.  
 
My wife and I need to work for several years to come. We have an adult child with Special Needs who is 
depending on our support so retirement this year is not an option for us. But we want to remain at 
Waterside Plaza where we have lived for 27 years. It will be so much cheaper and more beneficial for 
the City to allow us to age in place.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Michael Arnon 

 



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

As a long standing tenant of over 27 years I support the passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City 

has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that three modifications should be made to the deal in agreement 

with the settling tenants of Waterside. 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. 

However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree 

of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them 

into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

 

                No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility 

to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 

62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

Sincerely, 

Allen Katona 

30 Waterside Plaza, Apt 12H 

 

 

  



Waterside seniors 
 
Except for MTA reduced care everything facing seniors is going up astronomically.  
My family moved to Waterside under the (false) assumption that Mitchell Lama housing would offer some future 
financial stability.  
What we have is YEARLY rent increases that make stabilized apartments seem cheap.  
 
Medicare is becoming very expensive. Drug costs - EVEN for many genetics have increased enormously.  
 
My wife and I will be 77 shortly and we were both born in New York city. when I stop driving New York will still be a 
viable city for us. We really don't want to have to relocate for our final years.  
 
This deal could have a positive outcome for all the parties involved.  

 

Stanford Golob 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 
 
We moved to Waterside Plaza exactly 40 years ago today! Please help keep Waterside affordable for us and for our 
neighbors.  
Thank You.  
 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

jean shen 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe 

that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 

affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper 

for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 

which has a waiting list of 200,000.  

When our Landlord withdrew from the affordable housing plan in 2001 the tenants (as per our lease) were 

supposed to be governed by the Rent Stabilization Law. The Landlord raised technical issues as to why we 

should not be covered by Rent Stabilization and the tenants entered into a settlement agreement with the 

Landlord instead of facing the uncertainty of immediate doubling or tripling of our rents. Of the 1400 Units in 

this project there are only 308 settling tenants left. With 7.5% increases to our rent from 2001-2011 (then 

reduced to 4% annual increases with a reconstituted settlement) many tenants left. Many of the remaining 

settling tenants in their 60’s cannot retire before full Social Security Retirement Age or their main form of 

income will be reduced forever.  Many of us can’t afford to retire due to cost of living added to our rents and we 

certainly can’t retire before our pensions vest or our full Social Security age.   Had my apartment been protected 

by Rent Stabilization I would be paying 86% more in rent from date of settlement but I am paying 276% in rent 

(almost triple the settling rent) plus utilities. Retirement is 2 to 3 years off for me and I would have tremendous 

peace of mind if the reset were part of this deal instead of more uncertainty. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 

retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 

pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

Thank-you for your kind consideration. 

Rosemary Proto 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 
 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement 

distributions. 

 

 

From: Alvin Shapiro 
 
  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions - WATERSIDE SENIORS 

 
I am a senior who has lived at Waterside for almost 45 years.  I am very appreciative of the chance to 

'age in place' that will be afforded me by this deal.  Thank you for your consideration of the following. 

Barbara Lewis 

20 Waterside Plaza Apt 2A 

 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 
Barbara Lewis 
  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
As a tenant of 31 years and a recent retiree, I cannot imagine living anywhere else but Waterside Plaza, however without 
rent resets or similar conditions it would become a financial burden for myself and many others 
 
I support the passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza.  However, my comments 
regarding modifications are as follows:. 
 
Please consider the extended retirement rent reset for 2-8 years to allow all tenants to partake in rent resets so they may 
age in place. 
 
Retirement account distributions should NOT be considered as income as retirement comes with many other 
unanticipated costs such as supplemental insurance et.al which is an additional burden on a senior persons income.  
 
In addition, HDP should follow HUD 435.03 guidelines re permitting adjusted income for those over 62+. 
 
As tenants, we hope that this agreement will be passed as quickly as possible with the modifications listed  so that long 
time senior tenants are able to stay in their homes. 

 

 
From: lisa levy 
 
 
  



Waterside Seniors 

 

I fully support the passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, 

I believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

  1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Theresa Gargiulo 
30 Waterside Plaza, Apt. 10K 
New York, N.Y.  10010 

 

 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all affected 
tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to 
keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list 
of 200,000. 
2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Jacki Friedmann 
20 Waterside Plaza  #28B 
New York, New York 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 
 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude 
retirement distributions. 
  
John Keatts 
30 Waterside Plaza, apt. 31B  
 

  



Statement of Tod Shapiro and Julie Kaplan on Waterside Affordable Living 

Proposal 1-14-2019 

I would like to thank the Mayor and City Council for their affordable living and 

aging in place policies which will be so helpful to all of our Waterside Neighbors, but to 

please consider our story, and those of others as the policy is debated and finalized.  

My Wife Julie and I have lived at Waterside since 1988, and raised a family there - my 

Parents and Brothers and Sister-In-Laws, as well as many nieces and nephews, all 

lived, and some continue to live, at Waterside Plaza, so our Family has deep roots 

here and in the local community.  My business, the New York City Seminar and 

Conference Center, which is a value Meeting Venue for non-profits, start-up 

companies, local businesses, and others seeking an affordable alternative to 

expensive Hotels and Traditional Conference Centers dating back to 1989, is located 

in Flatiron and Chelsea, and is a well established classic "Local" Small Business.  I 

serve on Community Board 5, and my kids both attended a local Public School, the 

School of the Future - My wife is active in the WTA.  I am root-and-branch part of this 

community and neighborhood in every sense, and I often describe Waterside Plaza, in 

former days before the rents escalated out of Mitchell Lama, as a big happy NYC 

"Kibbutz".  My Wife Julie (who works at a local non-profit)  and I can charitably be 

described as a modest "Middle Class" Family.  As a small business, my income is 

prone to fluctuation as we are in the hospitality industry  - so, with my family’s current 

rent of almost 60,000K per year (or $5,000 per month including electricity and garage) 

right now both of us have to continue to work and can't even think about retiring.  



Without the prospect of a rent reset, we would almost certainly have to move out - 

which would be heartbreaking to us and our extended family. 

My Wife and I hope to continue to work until we turn 65 (My Wife is 58 and I am 

59) and continue our  Business and Community Involvement - aside from our love for 

NYC and the Community at Waterside, we have no choice but to continue working to 

pay our rent, and also to help support both of our sons, who are disabled, if we are 

fortunate enough to get a rent reset.  Of course, when we retire and are living on social 

security and IRA distributions, any hope of our staying at Waterside and in the 

Community is very likely dependent upon our being able to apply for an additional 

"reset" in the years beyond 2019.  Our situation is similar to many of our hard working, 

middle class friends and neighbors at Waterside – it would be incredibly frustrating and 

unfortunate for all of us to have worked hard all these years to stay at Waterside as 

many of our neighbors have been compelled to leave by rising rents, only to have a 

possible reprieve be just out of reach unless the reset can be offered to us when we 

are ready to retire.   

  



 

Waterside Aging in Place, Affordable Houseing 

 

HI there - just reiterating once again my support for the plan for Waterside Plaza and its Tenant's Association 

efforts, and urging all parties - HPD, The Mayor's Office, and the City Council - to please consider my 

testimony at the recent Committee Hearings and support an extension of the time for those retiring to have a 

reset of their rents; Exclude the retirement funds one-time distributions from the income calculations, and allow 

the deductions of out of pocket medical expenses to be added to the current plan as presented - to wit, as WTA 

has advocated - 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 

I also, on behalf of my family and friends - my wife Julie, my sons Eric and Corey, my Sister-In-Law Susie 

Shapiro, and my Parents Alvin and Lesly Shapiro, testified at the Recent City Council Committee Hearings on 

the subject reiterating, on a personal and family level, the importance of approving this legislation with these 

additional items.  I am attaching my testimony at the Council Hearing for your records as well ... ! 

 

Thanks You. 

 

Tod Shapiro 

30 Waterside Plaza 

NYC 10010 

 

 

  TLS-SSS Combined  

Tod''s Combined E-Mail at NYCSCC 

Tod Shapiro 
Vice President/Director of Operations 
New York City Seminar and Conference Center 
PC Learn/Comvision 
NYCSCC video tour: http://www.nycseminarcenter.com/youtube.cfm 
71 W, 23rd Street 
Suite 515 
New York, NY  10010 
tod@nycseminarcenter.com 
646-336-4409 
Fax 646 -514-6783 
www.nycseminarcenter.com 
 

https://www.spikenow.com/?ref=spike-organic-signature&_ts=plg1rq
http://www.nycseminarcenter.com/youtube.cfm
mailto:tod@nycseminarcenter.com
http://www.nycseminarcenter.com/


Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 
 
 
Regarding:  Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of 
these individuals. However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 
certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior 
affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 
 
2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation No federal money is used to fund this deal, 
therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation We believe HPD should follow the HUD 
4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
 
Yours truly, 
Marjorie Greif 
30 Waterside Plaza, #17D 
New York, NY 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
In addition: Please see my statement below: 
 

My wife and I are tenants at Waterside Plaza and have been so for 40 years.  After attending the 

hearing at the Land Use Subcommittee, we would like to submit this statement in support of the 

general plan for “Aging in Place.”  

  

While we believe the proposal is moving along in a positive manner, we do not feel that the 

requirement of retirement by the end of 2019 is fair or appropriate. 

  

We, the Settling Tenants, have been part of this community for thirty or forty years or 

longer.  We have lived our lives here, had careers here, raised children here, and are part of a 

real community of moderate earners. 

  

While my wife and I are not personally affected by the proposed retiring requirement in 2019, 

many of our neighbors and friends in this community are.  So I write in support of them.  

  

There was some discussion at the sub-committee meeting that HPD found too much uncertainty 

in allowing tenants to retire after 2019.  However, when you look at the actual facts, the amount 

of uncertainty is really quite trivial.  As mentioned at the hearing there are only 309 remaining 

Settling Tenants.  Of those there was an indication that approximately 20% could not retire in 

2019.  That would mean approximately 60 units.   However, not all of those tenants would 

qualify for the deal in any case and so the number of units involved would be only a portion of 

that amount.  

  

From my knowledge of the Settling Tenants, most of them are nearing retirement over the next 

several years.  As Janet Handal , the WTA  

  

  



President, stated at the meeting, they most likely know what their retirement finances will be 

and can provide an accurate representation of it now. 

  

They just cannot retire this year (perhaps due to a pension requirement, social security income, 

closing out a business, etc.) 

  

It seems neither fair nor logical to sunder this community over such a small amount of 

uncertainty for the City of New York, especially when you consider the ever present uncertainty 

of City budgets over a whole host of projects and costs. 

  

We have always been a close community, a model community in many ways, and we strongly 

believe that the City of New York should be able to devise a formula to allow all the Settling 

Tenants to be able to retire and age together in a community in which they have lived their lives 

and which they helped to create. 

  

I urge the City of New York and HPD to find a way to allow all the members of the Settling 

Tenants in this community, who otherwise qualify, to retire after 2019 so as to age in place with 

financial security. 

  

Why not!!!  Why create artificial distinctions in a truly functioning and organic community, a 

very rare community indeed. 

  

Thank you for your consideration.  Let’s reach out on this one for a better New York. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Stephen and Bernardette Haken  
 

  



Seniors at Waterside 

 

Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years  
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

 

From: Bonnie Singer 

 

  



From: Doctor bonnie EakerWeil <info@doctorbonnie.com> 

Date: January 16, 2019 at 5:18:44 PM EST 

Subject: Fwd: Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

We so appreciate your hard work , Keith you have heard our prayers to stay at our wonderful community 

Waterside in our golden years .We are asking you to extend retirement :1rent reset 2-8 years.  2to exclude 

retirement account distribution from income calculations ,3 permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses 

from income calculations .We made 3 times more in our 40’s then now in our 70’s and rent is same at 

Waterside from our 40’s and is going up but we make three times less working full time , so we will not be able 

to stay at Waterside without these additions and reset .Thank  you for your unwavering help and consideration 

so we can be a part of the community we love and give back to .Dr Jeff and Dr bonnie , the DrsWeil  

Sent from my iPhone 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Doctor bonnie EakerWeil <info@doctorbonnie.com> 

Date: January 16, 2019 at 5:00:38 PM EST 

Subject: Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.Thank you so 

much for your consideration on this.Keith you have been wonderful , taking time out of your busy schedule to 

not just listen but really hear us .My husband and I spoke directly to you , and although we can be sometimes 

hard to reach at work you called us back and spoke several times to us about this extension reset , as we are not 

ready financially to retire yet and our income is three times less now in our golden years than when we came to 

Waterside ,although our rent reflects when we made three times as much in our 40’s , now we are in our early 

70’s.We so appreciate the hard work and your consideration so we can stay at WAterside , which we love!!Its 

home to us ! 

 

  

mailto:info@doctorbonnie.com
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Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 

Jillian Massimino 

30 Waterside Plaza - 10A 
 

  



Waterside Seniors settleing tenants - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I give my total support with the rent increase extension 2-8 years, medical deductions, and to exclude retirement 

distributions. 

 

 

 

Thank you so much, 

Leslie Schatzer 

 

 

30 Waterside Plaza apt. 32K 

New York, NY 10010 

 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude 

retirement distributions. 

 

From: maxnmam 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I had to rush to move out of Waterside because I couldn’t afford the rent and no one would bend even an inch to 

assist me at least for the short term. I was a 25 year resident who paid every rent bill exactly on time and was 

what I believe to be an excellent tenant. I’m not at all pleased at the fact that I had to discard most of my 

possessions and lost a few in the moving process. 

 

I think charging market rate rents for a tenant who lived there for 25 years is absurd. I know everyone is trying 

their best to make this right but in my case it’s a lot too late.  

 

Make sure the mayor sees this email. 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

From: Michael Colletti 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

We want to stay in our homes and be able to age in place.  

 

These concessions are vital to this deal. 

 

Thank you in advance for your consideration, 

 

Regards, 

 

Linda Erekuff   



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, 
exclude retirement distributions.This measure is critically important 
to my effort to continue my 38 year residency at Waterside. 
 

From: Steven Morris 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement 

distributions. 

 

This means so much to us 

 

Thank you for your affirmative vote 

 

Elizabeth White 

30 Waterside 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude 

retirement distributions. 

 

From: cindy chwang 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe 

that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 

affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 

cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing 

lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

There is a big difference between people who are 62, 70, and 80 yo.  A person who is 80 is much more likely to 

retire than someone who is 62 yo.  Therefore, the same standards should not apply to the various age groups 

even though they are by definition Seniors.  A retirement reset to 2-8 years, would allow those that are younger, 

to catch up to those who are older and ready for retirement.  It would also enable them to continue living at 

Waterside when they do retire. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 

retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 

pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

 

Andrea M. Hessel, MD 

30  Waterside Plaza, 3K 

New Y0rk, NY 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

I am a long time resident of Waterside Plaza, having moved in right out of college in 1975. I have lived in 

four different apartments over the years. I raised two children with my wife Elaine. Our kids are out of the 

house now, so we are empty nesters. We love it here, and would hate to be priced out when we 

eventually are on a fixed income. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mark Dinowitz 

25 Waterside Plaza, Apt. TT 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that three 

modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 

affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper 

for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 

which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 

retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 

pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

Charles and Elizabeth White  

30 Waterside Plaza Apt 22G 

NY, NY 10010 

 

Both my wife and I are in our 70s, have been living in Waterside for many 

years and moving at our age would be a significant hardship. Thank you 

your consideration.  Charles White 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I and my wife Andrea support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. 
However, I believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
  
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
  
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 
  
Sincerely, 
Otto and Andrea Gustafik.  

10 Wate3rside Plaza, Apt.14J 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
  
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
  
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
  
Elissa & Harold Macklin 
30 Waterside Plaza 
Apt. 5J 
  

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Referencing the Waterside Plaza Senior Housing propal: 

  

We support  

 The  rent reset be extended to  2-8 yrs to accommodate those tenants still workin,  

 Considering out of pocket medical deductions,  

 Exclusion of retirement distributions. 

  

Respectfully, 

Harold & Elissa Macklin 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Ken & Elaine Cohen 
30 Waterside Plaza Apt. 8G 
January 16th, 2019 
RE: Waterside Plaza Senior’s Rent Reduction Plan 
  
To: 
HPD 
Land Use 
Keith Powers   
  
   Most of the retired tenants are paying our rent and other bills solely from Social Security payments, 
savings and retirement plans. I understand that the plan as it stands right now, is NOT asset based in 
determining income for any possible rent reset or rent freeze. We, as many other tenants, only have 
IRA accounts to withdraw funds from to pay our rent.. Our IRA accounts are assets; they are our 
funds that we saved for emergencies and when we retire to enable us to continue an acceptable 
standard of living. IRA accounts are assets, unlike Pension Plans, which are NOT one’s assets but 
either government or private company plans that will never run out. Our IRA accounts are not 
endless, and at some point will run out and not enable us to live at Waterside Plaza.  
  
I ask that your office try to get an exemption for IRA account withdraws as income to determine any 
rent reset or rent freeze. It has been brought to my attention that line 37 of IRS form 1040, may be 
used as the total income to determine rent resets. The only reason that IRA distributions appears on 
form 1040, is that they need to be taxed as a deferment from before. Had we taken the same money 
years ago and placed it into a savings or checking account, it would not figure into the present plan as 
it stands. Either way, that same money is our asset and should not be considered in the total income 
for the HUD plan. No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore, we believe that HPD has the 
statutory flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
  
Some of the HUD forms seem to indicate that Pre-taxed Social Security payments will be counted in 
total income to determine any benefits. All we get is the money after minimum taxes and 
mandatory monthly premiums are taken out. The same applies to all IRA distributions. What we 
receive is only after taxes are taken out. How can HPD/HUD, or any other Government agency think 
that we can pay our rent from any Pre-taxed dollars?  That is just ridiculous!  No Gross amount of 
money should be used, only what is left after taxes and other deductions, such as the IRS Form 
1040 partial deduction on ALL IRA Distributions. (See line 15a IRS form 1040).      
  
 In addition, most of the senior tenants have high medical expenses that are not covered by our 
insurance and must be paid out of pocket. Will there be some sort of exemption for medical 
expenses?  We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines about permitting Adjusted 
Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49). 
  
Respectfully yours, 
  
Ken & Elaine Cohen  
  
  

 



Waterside-CORRECT ext request, PLS!!!!!! 

One can start collecting FULL social security retirement benefits as late as age 70. I 

am only 61. This deal should be made equitable for ALL of us settling tenants, with 

a second rent reset  for AT LEAST from 2-9 (NINE) yrs out in my case.  

 

NOW is the time to do this!!!!! 

 

THANKS!!!!! 

 

From: Chris Spangler 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  
 
I moved from a very bad crime ridden neighborhood to Waterside with my husband and adult children in 1974.  
My children cared for my ill husband after his heart attack until his death.  Eventually they cared for me when I 
fell ill.  I now live with my adult children who continue to care for me and my health.   
  
I am retired and in my late 80s but my daughter still works and I rely on her pay to help pay the bills that keep me 
going.  My daughter who is in her mid-60s intends to retire in several years because for now we need the income 
provided by her.   
  
I am concerned that the current proposed agreement will do nothing to protect my children and help them remain 
at Waterside - where they have lived for their entire adult lives.   
  
Born in Puerto Rico and immigrated to the United States our family has been very happy at Waterside due to the 
security and peace it provides.  We hope to live here many more years.  It will be very helpful if the proposed 
agreement extends the time for those who need to work a bit longer before retirement.  In addition the agreement 
should not just apply to myself as the leaseholder but for my children who have lived here all their adult lives.   
  
To repeat:  
  
1. No mention or provision has been made for sons/daughters of Settling tenants who grew up at Waterside 
and are now senior citizens in the Aging in Place agreement.  Our family has lived at 40 Waterside since 1974.  
My Children grew up at Waterside. They have been in the lease since we moved to waterside in 1974. They have 
taken care of me.  However no provision is made in the Aging in Place agreement for seniors who have lived with 
their Settling tenant parents all their lives.  I am 88 years old and my children are now seniors just like me.  
  
The Community Board should make provision for those who grew up in Waterside and are now their parents.  
The provisions of the Aging in Place agreement should be applicable to the sons/daughters who are now senior 
citizens of Waterside so that they will not be thrown out of Waterside due to high rents in the future.  My husband 
and I were both lease holders. Why husband and wife and not sons and daughters? 
  
2. I now have severe nerve pain from Shingles, acid reflux, chronic bronquietisis, and possibly MAI. My son 
and daughter have been caring for me and they accompany me to medical appointments.  
  
3. My daughter who has always lived with me at Waterside is 65 still works and intends to do so to pay the 
bills for several more years. 
  
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe 
that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
  
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper 
for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 
  
2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
  
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
 

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

Maria Rodriguez 



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe 

that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 

affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper 

for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 

which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 

retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

This makes sense to me and in light of the above mentioned rationale (and as a matter of fairness), I hope it 

makes sense to you as well.  

 

When I initially moved into Waterside Plaza, In 1975, it was under Mitchell-Lama, which allowed me, as an 

employee of the New York City School System, to save enough of my salary to live a middle-class lifestyle 

during my retirement.   

 

I will be 70 years of age on my next birthday and would like the opportunity to remain living at Waterside 

without exhausting my savings on ever-escalating rents.  

 

Thank you for your favorable consideration.  

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 

pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

 

Ronnie Loeshelle  

30 Waterside Plaza - Apt. 25K 

New York, NY 10010 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside 

Plaza. However, I believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these 

individuals. However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is 

known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these 

seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 

which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

 

 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the 

statutory flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted 

Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49 
 

 

Wendy Arnon  

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

  
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
  
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
  
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49 

 

From: Allen <bonalen@aol.com> 
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Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that three 

modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 

affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper 

for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 

which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 

retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted  

 

From: Charles White 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Dear All Elected Officials, Powers That Be (Including Keith!), and Beloved Janet Handal and the WTA: 
 
I have lived in my apartment at Waterside Plaza since 1981. Since then I have gone through two "nest eggs" and rented 
out my bedroom to roommates to keep my home as the rents have soared. In April I will be 70 years old.  
 
As an actor in NYC's downtown theater since the 1980s, I have enjoyed a fulfilling career both working downtown and 
also touring nationally as "Sister" in the Late Nite Catechism series. As I have learned over my long career as an actor, 
the work is hugely satisfying and the pay is very low. Especially by NYC's standards. 
 
I love my home and I love this city. My rent in my one-bedroom is over $2,500 monthly and that's before electricity, food, 
prescriptions, transportation, etc. It has been stressful hanging on but I cannot imagine living anywhere else in the world. 
And I cannot afford to move even if I could. 
 
PLEASE Support us with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  
 
Sincere thanks, 
Colleen O'Neill 

 

  



Waterside Seniors 

Hello: 

 

   Thank you for considering the upcoming Extension of the Platform Lease.  I strongly support passage of 

Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that three 

modifications should be made to the deal to improve its support of Waterside Seniors.   

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore I believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

I believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 

pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

Sincerely,  

Marian Fish 

30 Waterside Plaza-18A 

NY, NY 10010 

Waterside Senior 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

To Whom It May Concern 

 

Subject: Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe and 
earnestly hope that three modifications should be made to the deal: 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 

Thank you for your consideration and attention. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sophie Smith 

10 Waterside Plaza, Apt. 27K 

New York, NY 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

WATERSIDE SENIORS 
 
Hello, Waterside plaza has been my first and only apartment since living in manhattan. It is my home and I have been a 
tenant in good standing for the past 20 plus years. 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza However, I believe that there 
should be a modification to the deal. I am 54 years old and am not eligible for full retirement for 13 years. I think a 
modification should be made to accommodate all the settling tenants. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 15 years 
Without this modification, I will forced out of my lifelong home only to be placed into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. Please invest in all the waterside settling tenants. 
 
Helene Widman 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
  
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
  
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
  
Thank you, 

 

From: "Jeff (AOL)" <jefroseman@aol.com> 
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Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 

From: Jacqueline Ghazal 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude 

retirement distributions. 

 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City 
has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that three 
modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
 
 

Waterside SENIORS-Joel Thome, 30Waterside Plaza, Apt 25-H, New York, N.Y. 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Hello, 
My name is Rona Tuttle.  I have lived in my studio apartment at Waterside for almost 30 years.  Before moving in, I was 
on a waiting list for 1 1/2 years but it was definitely worth the wait.  The minute I saw the apartment I knew I was 
home.  As you might imagine there are many memories, friendships, happiness and even some heartbreak but the one 
constant was that I was living in a wonderful community in a city I love in my comfortable home. I cannot imagine living 
anywhere else. 
 
I am 66 years old, working full time and can barely afford my rent and living expenses now.  I would love to retire however 
without the option of aging in place that would be impossible.  It's not easy to save money for retirement when one lives 
paycheck to paycheck. I am single and trying to manage on my salary as a medical secretary and I would love to be able 
to work as long as I can.  
I love living at Waterside and feel protected and safe here. We are a community that cares.   
It's also important to me, due to health issues, to be close to the hospital and physicians that I have established 
relationships with for 31 years.  
Please support the seniors at Waterside so we may age in place and not have to leave our homes and the city that we 
love. 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rona Tuttle 
 
 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  
 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Waterside is a unique property it is the only ground lease residential former Michell Lama property in NYC.  It 

is also unique in the rate of rent increase settling tenants were subjected to when we left Michell Lama;  two 

consecutive 9% rent hikes followed by eight consecutive 7/1/2% rent hikes.  B 

 

Because of this uniqueness by extending his lease to 100 years the landlord will increase the value of his lease 

and can afford to pay a higher leasing fee to the city giving the city income to offset reduced rental income.   

I suggest for the above reasons other properties do not meet the same criteria and therefore Waterside is not a 

model for other properties. 

Given that HPD marketing department implied we have to follow a AGI rather then a Taxable AGI certification 

model.  I request you consider the following to ease the tenant burden. 

 

1. Allow waterside tenants to deduct their pension contribution.  this will help some qualify for at least the 

freeze and possibly a rollback and those that don't qualify now as AMI increase they will get the freeze 

sooner.  The deduction for pension contributions will also allow tenants to increase there pension contribution, 

narrowing gap between income during final work years and what they will have in retirement.  In most cases 

tenants will see a income drop of least 20% at retirement.   

2.Allow tenants to use the "taxable" version of social security.  Without this you are penalizing tenants that 

started social security before age 70 because they couldn't afford to continue to live at waterside without the 

immediate increase in total income. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gary Baurer 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sarita Gupta 
20 Waterside Plaza 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

From: <idationgco@gmail.com> 
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Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60's or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 

My husband and I raised our daughter at Waterside.  By the time we retire, we will have been at 

Waterside for 34 years.  We want to be able to age in place in our home at Waterside.  I will be 61 in 

February.  My husband and I cannot retire in 2018 or 2019, as is the case for many of our neighbors, 

and without a rent reset upon retirement, we won’t be able to age in place at our beloved Waterside.  

This is a matter of equity. Why would this deal only offer a rent reset to current retirees or those who 

were able to retire last year or this year, when there are so many of us who will be in a housing 

predicament in only a few short years. Our retirement incomes will drop dramatically when we retire, 

and we will not be able to afford our unaffordable rents at Waterside; mine has almost tripled since 

Waterside exited the Mitchell Lama program.   Even if our rents were frozen now, they would be too 

high for our retirement incomes.   

My husband and I know we will be eligible for affordable housing when we retire.  Why would we 
have to move to a different affordable housing complex when we retire when an arrangement can be 
made with this deal to ensure we can age in place in our long-term homes. 
 
Thank you for ensuring we can age in place in our home! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Diane Park 
 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
I also support the passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 
believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
Thanks! 

 

From: George Hazel 

 

  



Waterside Plaza 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

I write as a tenant at Waterside Plaza, age 62 years, who has lived here for 33 years. 

 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

Catherine A. Fitzpatrick 

40 Waterside Plaza Apt. 4J 

New York, NY 10010 

 

  



To Whom it May Concern:  
 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  
 
PLEASE HELP US NOW AND TAKE THIS NEXT IMPORTANT STEP ... 
 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

Thank you for your attention to this extremely important matter.  

 

Susan Miller 

BLDG 10/APT 32C  

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  
 
I am using the suggested language below because it clearly represents my views. I thank you for your consideration. 
Nancy Brooks 
30 Waterside Plaza, 27D 
 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

From: Nancy Brooks 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

We have lived at Waterside for over 40 years and intend to continue to“age in 

place”. We support the entire proposal plus rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical 

deductions, exclude retirement distributions. Thank you. 

From: Judy Kozuck 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
Sincerely, 
Julie Kaplan 
30 Waterside Plaza, Apt. 28A 
New York, NY 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

From 1970 to 1976 I owned and lived in a townhouse in Manhattan. The city of New York was hostile to small 

landlords - I could not even reach the building department when I had issues with them. The state of New York 

had put a cap on mortgage interest rates so that I could not refinance my mortgage. 

 

I sold the townhouse to move to Waterside on the understanding that it was Mitchell-Lama. Then Waterside 

exited Mitchell-Lama and my rent tripled. I am 77 years old and there is no way I can afford to retire, so I 

continue to work full time. I can told that I can borrow from my pension when I am 99. Doing the math, I might 

be able to retire at 86. 

 

 

- John Lobell 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Dear folks, 
 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude 
retirement distributions.  
 
Please DO! 
 
Natella Vaidman 
20 Waterside Plaza 6F 
NY NY 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude 

retirement distributions. 

From: Nancy Di Paolo 

 

  



waterside seniors 

 
 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
I am 63 and cannot afford to retire.  I am trying to retire by 70.  I have financial obligations (for family members) and 
huge medical bills. 
thank you, nancy julius 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 

From: Heidrun Pretzel 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 

Gloria Clowes 
20 Waterside #6J 
New York, NY 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Thank you  
 

Mary-Jo 

 

Mary-Jo Vercillo 

Eldercare Consultant 

917-270-2185 

 

“Providing management and coordination of personal, financial, legal and healthcare matters to seniors 

and their families.” 

 

  



Waterside Plaza - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Hello, 
 
I am an 82yo woman and I support passage of Extension of the Platform 
Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. I have lived at Waterside for 
nearly 40 years – it is my home, my community and I want to stay here for 
as long as possible to be near friends and family.  However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of 
these individuals. However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s or 
older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it 
is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping 
them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 
200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD 
has the statutory flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as 
SCRIE does. 

 3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income 
calculation  

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting 
Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

Thank you very much! 

 Golda Patron 

10 Waterside Plaza 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

My husband and I are long-term residents of Waterside Plaza. This is where our children were born and raised. 

We hope to stay here as we age, so that our children and grandchildren can return to visit us in the only place 

they consider their family home. 

 
We support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, we believe 
that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 

Thank you for your consideration, 
 

Marye Elmlinger and Eric Lamm 

10 Waterside Plaza 34F 

New York, New York 10010 

 

  



From: Rosemary <rorogers6@verizon.net>  
Subject: Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 
believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it 
is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable 
housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 
exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 
pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
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Waterside --Re 1/14/2019--Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
 
I have lived at Waterside Plaza since 1976--more than half my life.  With the extension of the platform lease and 
implementation of the rental rent reset, I will be able to afford to continue to live in what I now consider my home.   
With my thanks and appreciation for all you do for the benefit of Waterside Plaza and its residents. 
Jean Ando 

 

  



From: MCW <mcwilner@gmail.com> 

 

Subject: Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & 

Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude 

retirement distributions. 
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Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Hello, 

 

I am writing on behalf of my father and all the of the senior citizens currently living at Waterside Plaza.  My 

family has lived there since the 1980s, and it is a place that is special in all of our hearts, remaining a diverse 

and vibrant community all these years, even through the many changes that the city has gone through.  My 

parents dedicated their lives to supporting me and my siblings in our education and growth and Waterside's 

reasonable rents enabled our family to have a safe, comfortable, inviting place to live, even as rents increased 

elsewhere across the city.  We truly have so many wonderful memories from our time growing up there.  Now 

that my mother has passed away, my father lives a simple life, continuing to work to support himself, give back 

to the community and keep him busy.  Forcing seniors like him into retirement before they are ready in order to 

ensure their housing security in the future seems misguided and unwise.  I have followed the land use 

negotiations for Waterside closely, concerned about my father's future prospects, and I support passage of 

Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that three modifications should 
be made to the deal. 
 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all affected 
tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the 
City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting 
list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude retirement 
account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 

I appreciate you taking the time to read this message and make a decision that is best for Waterside seniors and 

the city as a whole.  If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to follow up.  Thank you for your 

work. 

 

Best, 

Alexandra Teitel 

 

  



Support with rent reset extension 

 

 To whom it concerns: 

   
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 

Thank you, 
  Patricia Harty 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

We are supportive of the  rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Sincerely,  

John and Jennifer Lewis 

 

 

 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. 
However, I believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. 
However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high 
degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather 
than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 
200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory 
flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for 
those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-4 I need 
 
We need your help, support, understanding ...to ensure all Waterside Seniors can age in 
place reasonably.  
 
 
Sincerely,   
John and Jennifer Lewis  
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Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Debra Dohnert, CMP 

Senior Manager-Meetings and Special  

Events 

Governance 

Association of International Certified Professional Accountants 

1211 Avenue of the Americas – 19th Floor 

New York, NY  10036 

P: +1.212.596.6143 | M: +1.908.723.6666 | VFAX: +1.919-419-4722 

 

I Support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe 

that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 

affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 

cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing 

lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

 

 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 

retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 

pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Debra Dohnert, CMP 

Senior Manager-Meetings and Special  

Events 

Governance 

Association of International Certified Professional Accountants 

1211 Avenue of the Americas – 19th Floor 

New York, NY  10036 

P: +1.212.596.6143 | M: +1.908.723.6666 | VFAX: +1.919-419-4722 
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Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Dear Folks, 
 

Could I ask you to do the following: 
 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

I hope you will take all of the above into consideration and do support Seniors! 
 

Wishing you a wonderful day, 
Natella Vaidman 

20 Wateside Plaza #6F 

NY NY 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Please support rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Marcia Markland 

  



From: William Poindexter 

Subject: Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & 

Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, 
exclude retirement distributions.  
 

  



Waterside Seniors 

Hello, 
 
A note of appreciation (from my mother, copied on this mail) for your support of us longtime tenants of 

Waterside Plaza.  My mother is a retired school teacher (who taught next door to the Plaza) in her 

eighties.  She has lived in the same apartment, which she now shares with her grand daughter, for 40 

years!   Without your support of this agreement with Waterside, she would not be able (financially) to age 

in place as she would like. 

 She supports passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. 

However, she believes that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

  

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

  

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

  

Thank you for your support with this !! 

  

Winston (for Anne Zacharia Bldg 10/Apt 9F) 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

To all concerned, 
 
 
My wife Laura and I have lived at Waterside for over twenty years. We raised both of our children in this wonderful, safe community and 
would like to continue living here in our retirement which will start in 3-4 years. 
 
We strongly support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, we 
believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 
Thank you for your consideration of these issues, 
Steve Sanford 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does.  Not eliminating this provision is age 

discriminatory against tenants over 70 1/2 years old, who, unlike younger tenants, are 
required by law to pay the RMD, which may keep us from being able to benefit from this 

deal and stay in our homes. 
 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

 



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

As a Waterside Plaza “settling tenant,” I support passage of the extension of the Platform Lease 

that the City has with Waterside Plaza. The proposed rent freeze and the retirement rent reset 

proposals provide Waterside Plaza settling tenants with a progressive - and justified – 

resolution, consistent with public policy. The deal must encompass three modifications, 

however, to fulfill that objective. 
  
  
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
  
In endorsing the rent freeze and the retirement rent reset, HPD is at the same time seeking to 

limit the reset window to the end of 2019.  
  
I am actively self-employed, and urge that the settlement include a retirement reset over a 

horizon of 2-8 years.  

 

 
By HPD’s utilization of that one and only (2019) cut-off date, it is requiring settling tenants to 

limit their lifestyle and crucial financial planning choices to narrowly-confined parameters. If 

there exists a public policy to accommodate an agreement that permits a settling tenant to 

participate in a retirement reset, it appears counter-intuitive to simultaneously limit that policy 

to such a narrow time horizon. 
  
Why is HPD taking this position? HPD appears to be asserting at least two reasons:  
(a)  HPD may not want to be saddled with administrative/financial impacts going forward. 
HPD is reluctant to commit itself to accommodate a flow of such applications without a specific 

end-date. The settling tenants, however, consist of a finite number of specific applicants. Our 

numbers will not increase. Our identities will not change.  
We will in any event be participating in the initial certification process to qualify for the rent 

freeze, including the filling out of data accurate as of that date. If we were to preliminarily 

estimate our retirement income, perhaps the tenant (or, HPD) can hold such applications in 

escrow until a date that moves significantly out far enough to allow more of those individuals to 

benefit from the reset. Their numbers would not be increasing, and the necessary initial 

screenings would have been accomplished at the outset of the process. 
(b)  HPD may not want (or be ready) to set a precedent for this program on a city-wide 

basis. 
As Councilman Keith Powers so well noted at the January 14th  meeting Land Use Committee 

meeting, the experience of Waterside tenants is unique and not necessarily applicable to any 

other group in the city. Many settling tenants believed that Waterside Plaza would fall under 

rent stabilization upon withdrawal from the Mitchell-Lama program. 
The “Rider to Lease” that I signed in 1996 (copy attached) unambiguously assured us (at 

second paragraph) that upon leaving the Mitchel Lama program our apartments would be 



protected by the rent stabilization laws. I relied upon this in signing the lease, and in remaining 

a resident at Waterside, at a time when the market was soft.  
  
For reasons beyond the current debate, that opportunity never occurred. Upon the withdrawal 

from Mitchell Lama our apartments were subject to two years of rent increases of 9%, followed 

by several years at 7 ½ percent, until the rate was lowered to 4 ½ percent (as part of a trade-off 

negotiated between management and Waterside Tenants Association with the input of elected 

officials). The plan had been to gradually reach market rates. 
  
  
2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
  
As noted by the Waterside Tenants Association, no federal money is used to fund this deal, 

therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude retirement account 

distributions as SCRIE does. 
  
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
  
As advocated by the Waterside Tenants Association, HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 

guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
  
  
Thank you for your consideration on these issues. 
Jay Maller 
20 Waterside Plaza #12C 
New York, NY 10010 
 





Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 
 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

 

From: Jerry <jmariani50@gmail.com> 
 
  

mailto:jmariani50@gmail.com


Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for 
the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
I have lived at Waterside for over forty years and the extension of the rent reset is very important me and my family. 
Very sincerely yours, 
James Boucher  

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 
 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
From: Nancy Di Paolo 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
I founded the Senior Network at Waterside for the purpose of bringing the seniors together for social programs which 

improve our aging in place.  I thoroughly support the proposals regarding the rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical 

deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Jean and Toshiyuki Furuyama 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Please support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Jay Sanders 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Dear Sirs/Madams 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe 

that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 

affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 

cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing 

lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 

retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation  

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 

pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

 

Phillip Repasky 

20 Waterside Plaza 29K  

 

  



Waterside Seniors 
 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of 
these individuals. However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high 
degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 
senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 
2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation No federal money is used to fund this deal, 
therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation We believe HPD should follow the HUD 
4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
 
Personal Statement:  I have been a resident at Waterside Plaza for almost 43 years and I have been retired for several 
years and I am in my late 70’s.  Obviously I am very happy and settled here and the proposed Extension of the Platform 
Lease would provide me with security and the peace of mind of not having to contemplate moving. 
 
Thank you for considering this, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Nicholson 
Building 30 
Waterside Plaza 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 
 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
From: Dr Richard D. Ronga 

  



Waterside Seniors 
 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of 
these individuals. However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high 
degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 
senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 
2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation No federal money is used to fund this deal, 
therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation We believe HPD should follow the HUD 
4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
 
Personal Statement:  I have been a resident at Waterside Plaza for almost 43 years and I have been retired for several 
years and I am in my late 70’s.  Obviously I am very happy and settled here and the proposed Extension of the Platform 
Lease would provide me with security and the peace of mind of not having to contemplate moving. 
 
Thank you for considering this, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Nicholson 
Building 30 
Waterside Plaza 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 
 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
 
This is essential to the well being of seniors who are living on a fixed income. 
 
Many thanks for your efforts on our behalf. 
 
Clarice Levin 
40 Waterside Pl 

 

  



I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
Waterside has been our home for over 30 years. Please pass this with the modifications. so my husband and I can stay 
here. we don't want to move, and even if we did there are few affordable places anymore in Manhattan that we can 
move to. Thank you. 
 
Miriam Applebaum and Jeff Nelson 

 

  



Support with rent reset extension 2-10 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  
 
 
 
I have lived at Waterside since 1979 age 11. At 52 now, Id like the reset to extend at least 10 years, or, long enough to 
accommodate people like me, a 40 year tenant that might slip through the cracks.I won't retire in the 8 year window.  My 
rent was doubled in one day some time ago ( I did not know at the time that was no allowed), and I am now almost at 
market rate with no upgrades to my apartment. Waterside is still my home and I'd love to be able to age in place. It is the 
first home I had since moving to The U.S , and I don't know where I'd find a sense of community like that elsewhere in the 
city. It is my anchor. I don't want to be forced out because of escalating rents. I understand mine is a special case, but we 
are individuals that make up the whole. I am willing to give back to the community however I can. I am a coach that can 
help seniors with fitness etc, I've always seen myself here, I don't want to go elsewhere. Thank You 
 
 
Natalie Dorset 
 
 
Natalie Dorset  
Assistant Prop Master 
"The Village" 
NBC/Universal Television 
44 Eagle Street, 3rd floor Prop Dept 
Brooklyn, NY 11222 
917 312-3938 c 
347 338-1794 xt 144 o 

 

  



Dear Land Use, HPD, Keith Powers, 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. 
However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a 
high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than 
dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 
62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Fabrizio 

Waterside Plaza resident of 25 years 
--  

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Marleen Schussler  

  



I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
Carol B. Remo 
10/#16H 

 

  



Noreen Fabrizio 

 

Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

 

 

  



Dear Sirs, 

 

My wife and and met at a party at Waterside thirty-one years ago and now with our son, continue to enjoy the 

fine development that it is! 

Not expecting to be able to afford the rent upon retirement, we were in the sad process of planning the last third 

of our lives outside of Waterside  and indeed the city that we have loved much of our adult lives. 

 

Most thankful for the opportunity presented to us by the landlord and the pertinent city departments, we would 

be far better off if we had the option to work for the next few years; in the process, be meaningful tax-payers 

and avoid being a burden to the city and state of New York. 

 
To that extent, we support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with 
Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. 
However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a 
high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than 
dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory 
flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 
62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
 
Sincerely hoping for your support and understanding, 
 
Xerxes D Bhappu 
20 Waterside Plaza, #12J 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 

Yours truly, 
 
Siba Kumar Das 
10 Waterside Plaza 
Apt 37D 
New York, NY 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

It is truly urgent that our WTA resolution have your support, so that tenants like myself, now 91 years old, be 

able to remain here to "Age-in-Place".  This would offer me peace of mind, knowing that I shall not have to 

move. 

 

Thank you.   

 

Sydelle Protas 

 

  



Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 

Thank you. 

Julianne Turner 

10 Waterside Plaza, Apt. 28-B 

New York, N.Y. 10010 

 

  



Waterside Seniors 

 
Sonia and Zachary Glazer 
 
10 Waterside Plaza  Apt. 21J 
 
New York,NY 10010 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
My husband and I have lived and worked in NYC our entire lives. We have lived at Waterside Plaza for 30 years and this 
is where we raised our daughter. We are all products of the NYC school system and I taught in the NYC school system in 
Washington Heights for 35 years. My husband worked for NYS Workers Compensation for more than 30 years. Now we 
are retired and living solely on our pensions and social security. 
 
We were so happy to hear that NYC and Waterside Plaza were working on a plan to help seniors age in place. As you 
know the 165% AMI is $120,615 for one person and for 2 people, it's $137,775. If my husband and I were single and 
living alone, we would be eligible for a rent freeze but our joint income is approximately $10,000 too high so we are 
ineligible. The only option we have is to get divorced and I move in with a friend of mine in Staten Island. Once my 
husband is certified, we remarry and I move back in. This seems like a crazy plan for a 70 year old woman but I am 
stymied! Since you are not getting Federal funds for this plan, is there, perhaps, a more humane way for you to 
determine who stays and who will eventually be priced out? 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sonia Glazer 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Alexandra Panyuta 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  

 

 

mar Bal ballmarga2014@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:ballmarga2014@gmail.com


Dear Members of the Land Use Committee, and Local Representatives, 

 

My wife and I live at Waterside Plaza. We are in our 70s (she has Parkinson's disease), and have recently retired 

from careers in education. We urge you to strongly support the Extension of the Platform Lease that NYC has 

with Waterside Plaza so that we may securely and affordably continue to live at Waterside.  

 

This is not just selfish - we feel that as former teachers we add to the mix of highly-educated citizens that makes 

New York City so attractive to young and energetic workers from around the world seeking jobs at employers 

such as Amazon, Google, and others.  

 

Several of our friends will retire in the next few years, so we support the NYC-Waterside plan extending the 

rent reset for 2-8 yrs, permitting medical deductions and excluding retirement distributions from income 

calculation.  

 

Thank you very much. 

 

Sincerely and respectfully, 

Dr. and Mrs. Geoffrey C. Berresford 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 
 I gave my verbal testimony at the 1/14/019 hearing to support passage of Extension of the Platform 

Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that three modifications should be made 

to the deal. 
  
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 
2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
  
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
  
Sincerely, 
Norma Davis. 
 
I am also  copying below the letter I sent to Mayor De Blasio today, 1.17.2019 
 

.Dear Mayor De Blasio, 

I am writing to encourage your support of the Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside 

Plaza. I am impressed by your willingness to create more affordable housing for the low to moderate income 

tenants of New York City, better than any Mayor of New York since the ‘70’s. 
I have been a tenant of 40 Waterside Plaza for 44 years, since the building went up in 1974. We were a family 

of 4 then, happy to move from a tiny 1bedroom apt., to live in a wonderful new apartment. Over the years, the 

husband left but my 2 children stayed here at Waterside until they went off to college. I moved down into 

smaller apartments as each child went off, so that I could manage the rent and stay here.  I worked full time as a 

medical laboratory technologist, sometimes at more than one job, to support us. Ten years ago I retired at age 

sixty six and went on Social Security. Sadly, I realized my rent for my 1bedroom apt., would soon equal the 

Social Security amount I receive every month.  I would have had to use up my modest savings to stay and ask 

my family to help.  I was fortunate to be offered freelance part time work in New York Presbyterian Hospital, 

so even though I was officially retired I am now also working. I am thankful that my health and mental abilities 

still allow me to do this, but I am aware that may change any day now. I cannot afford to retire totally in 2019 

and pay my rent.  
My current 2019 Social Security amounts to LESS than my 2019 monthly rent. 
I have been deeply involved with my community at Waterside since I arrived. When the Settlement Agreement 

was reached to help the tenants stay on (when Waterside went private), I was one of the four Waterside Tenants 

Association executives representing the tenants.  I represented mostly those tenants in North Waterside (40 

Building) who were both Mitchell- Lama and Federally subsidized and most desperately in need to stay. I was 

so happy to be able to live on into my senior years with all my friends and neighbors, not realizing that all the 

annual rent increases would add up to the rent increasing to more than double and that I faced a move out unless 

something could be done to help us “age in place”.   
I am so grateful to our Waterside Tenants Association President, Janet Handel and the owners of Waterside and 

HPD who have worked so hard to make the “Rent Freeze/Rent Rebate” program for those of us Settling Tenants 

who have struggled long and hard to stay here.  
Sincerely, 
 Norma Davis 
40 Waterside Plaza, Apt. 15H. 
New York, NY 10010 



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Sydelle Protas  

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Good morning, 

 

I am writing to express my support for passage of the Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has 

with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation  

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

 

Thank you very much for your consideration and support. 

 

docaneul@aol.com 

 

  

mailto:docaneul@aol.com


Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 

Richard Goldstein 

 

  



Greetings 
 
I have lived in the same apartment at Waterside continuously for the past 42 years since I came to NYC in the 1970's.  I 
met my wife here and we had two daughters born at NYU hospital just across the FDR on First Avenue.  Our children 
were raised here and in fact their introduction to organized "learning" was right here at Waterside at the Bellevue South 
Nursery School.  We love Waterside -- it is the only home we have ever known for over 40 years.   Unfortunately, when 
my wife and I are able to retire we will no longer be able to afford to live in our home at Waterside without a rent 
reset.  Even though we are of retirement age now, we can’t retire by 2019 and must work for another 7-8 years to meet 
our current financial obligations.  The proposed Waterside deal is a wonderful step in the right direction for providing 
affordable housing and aging in place for some of the settling tenants who are able to retire by 2019. However, it is 
essential to expand the time frame during which retirement rent reset certification will occur, so that those of us in the 
class of settling tenants who must continue to work past 2019 may also have an equal opportunity to qualify for a 
retirement rent reset at the time when we can actually stop working and retire. This is consistent with the spirit of the 
program, has no downside and serves the needs of those the program is intended to help -- it is the right thing to do. 
 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all affected 
tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty. Also, it is cheaper for the 
City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 
waiting list of 200,000. 
 
2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation No federal money is used to fund this deal, 
therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation We believe HPD should follow the HUD 
4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 
 
Thank you 
 
Richard Cunningham 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
   
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of 
these individuals. However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high 
degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 
senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 
 
2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation No federal money is used to fund this deal, 
therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation We believe HPD should follow the HUD 
4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

Rita Irons 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Mcwilner mcwilner@gmail.com 
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Waterside-Re 1/14/2019 -planning, Disposition & Concessions. 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deduction, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Iris Solis 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I have lived at Waterside for over 30 years.  I have raised my children here and hope to be able to enjoy my 
grandchildren at the place where there fathers grew up.  Waterside is my home and I am afraid that if the Retirement 
Reset does not have another phase 6-8 years down the road, I will be forced to move someplace more affordable..    
 
I believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 
 
 
Please consider these modifications. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
A happy and long term settling Tenant at Waterside Plaza, 
 
Susan Shapiro 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  Really, 

retirement distributions?  the middle class has gotten no relief.  as someone who has worked full time for almost 

40 years and not able to retire at this time, it would be helpful if you could secure our future by extending the 

rent reset as described below.  Thank you for your time. 

Anastasia Stekas 

 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I believe that 
three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 

Anastasia Stekas 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

We have lived at Waterside since 1983 and would be harmed if we could not continue to do so. Our household 

currently has 3 registered voters but 2 others would be negatively affected if we could not. 

Accordingly we strongly support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement 

distributions,  passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza.  

We urge as fervently as possible  that three modifications should please  be made to the deal. 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 

affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 

cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing 

lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000.  

It does not affect us directly but it would be simple justice not to discriminate against slightly younger tenants 

who still have to work. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 

retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 

pages 5-46 through 5-49). 

 

Roger Maconick 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
Thanks so much for your help! 
Jeannette Krauss 
20 Waterside Plaza 
NY, NY. 10010 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concession 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 
believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it 
is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable 
housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 
exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 
pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

 

 

 

 

Irene Narissi 

  



Waterside Seniors 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions.  
 
I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I  suggest that 
three modifications be made to the deal. 
 
 (1) Extend retirement reset 2-8 years so that seniors who are still working and cannot retire this year will not be forced 
from their homes. 
 
(2) Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation so that seniors are not unfairly targeted. SInce no 
federal money is used to fund this deal, I believe that HPD has the flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions, 
as SCRIE does. 
 
(3) Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation as per HUD guideline permitting 
Adjusted Income for those  62+. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sandra Fried 
Waterside Tenant 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 
believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it 
is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable 
housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 
exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See 
pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry jmariani50@gmail.com 
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Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Please support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 

Jay Sanders 

 

  



   
 

 
 

New York City Council 
Committee on Education Hearing 
January 16, 2019 
 

Sexuality Education Alliance of New York City 
Testimony on Proposed Bills Related to Sexual Health Education: 

T2019-3611 and Res 0716-2019 
 

On behalf of the National Council of Jewish Women New York (NCJW NY), I am pleased to express our support 
for Councilmember Cumbo’s bill T2019-3611 and Councilmember Levin’s resolution 0716-2019, and to offer 
suggestions for strengthening these proposals. 
 
NCJW NY is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action. 
Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW NY strives for social justice by improving the quality of life for women, 
children, and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.  
 
Comprehensive sexuality education plays a vital role in preventing sexual assault and dating violence, 
decreasing the rates of sexually transmitted infection and unplanned pregnancy, improving children's health 
and body image, and eradicating bullying and harassment. However, the sexuality education our city’s 
students currently receive is woefully inadequate. These proposals will help address this urgent issue.  
 
We support bill T2019-3611. New York City students are supposed to receive sexuality education in their 
health class; however, reports suggest that many schools fail to provide it. In a recent survey by the New York 
Civil Liberties Union, only 25% of youth reported having received any sex education.1 In another survey, 
approximately 1 out of 3 students from Bronx high schools said they had never received sex education, or 
were “unsure if they have.” Of the students that said they had received sex education, a third said they 
received only one or two lessons total.2 Fewer than two thirds of students said they learned about healthy 
relationships, and just 37 percent learned communication skills when it comes to sex.  
 
Existing reporting requirements under Local Law 14 require the Department of Education (DOE) to report 
annually on the provision of health education, but no reporting is required on sex education specifically. This 
makes it impossible to know whether students are receiving the sex education they need and to which they 
are legally entitled.  
 
This bill will help address the problem by requiring reporting on sex education specifically. It will enable 
parents, city officials, and advocates to better understand which schools are meeting their legal obligations to 
provide sex education, and take action to address noncompliance.  
                                                 
1 LGBTQ Sex Ed & Safety: A Survey of New York City High School Students. New York Civil Liberties Union, 2016. 

https://www.nyclu.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/20170320-nyclu-lgbt-ed-safety-survey.pdf  

2
 Survey results from “C2P Bronx”; Connect to Protect Bronxworks Sexual Health Education Survey.  

 

https://www.nyclu.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/20170320-nyclu-lgbt-ed-safety-survey.pdf


 
We have already seen the influence of releasing such data: Data released in prior years under Local Law 14 has 
revealed the clear failure of many schools to provide the mandatory semesters of health education. In 
response, the DOE launched a $24 million initiative, Health Ed Works, to improve health education and 
increase compliance. (It is unclear how, if at all, this initiative will impact sex education, because the DOE once 
again addressed health education without any public discussion of sex education specifically.) 
 
Hiding sex education behind health education obscures schools' noncompliance, and impedes efforts to 
ensure students get the information they need to live safe, healthy lives. It will be impossible to properly 
address sex education concerns without clear, specific data. Passing bill T2019-3611 will help us see and solve 
the problem of inadequate sex education in NYC schools. 
 
In order to ensure this bill serves its intended purpose, we recommend three changes:  

1. Section 21-966(b) should be revised to include elementary schools in each reporting requirement. 
Students in grades K-5 are supposed to receive health education each year, including 5 HIV/AIDS 
lessons per year. Because health education in middle and high school builds upon learning standards 
from elementary education, it is important to capture data on health education, including sexual 
health education, in grades K-5. Further, should the Department of Education implement the Sexual 
Health Task Force’s recommendations as urged by resolution 0716-2019, elementary schools will be 
required to provide age-appropriate sexual health education. Tracking compliance with these 
requirements at the elementary level is essential to ensuring students receive the sexual health 
education they need throughout their adolescence.  

2. Section 21-966(b)(6) should be revised to include: the number of teachers who are not certified health 
instructors but did teach health education, and the number of teachers who have attended 0 DOE 
trainings on health and/or sexual health education in the last two years but did provide health 
education. Our members report that schools often assign teachers to health education who have zero 
training and are not certified. This significantly affects its quality and efficacy. Data on which schools 
assign under-prepared teachers to health will help stakeholders address this problem.  

3. Section 21-966(b)(4)(iii) should require schools to report whether they include any measure of student 
satisfaction in assessing the efficacy of their health education curriculum. Assessing student 
satisfaction or comfort can help measure the curriculum’s cultural competency and LGBTQ inclusivity.  

 
We also support resolution 0716-2019, calling on Mayor de Blasio and the Department of Education to 
implement the recommendations of the Sexual Health Task Force. Research demonstrates that early and 
ongoing sexual health education is far more effective in changing norms, attitudes, and behaviors than one-off 
lessons.3 Thus, NYC students need a mandate requiring comprehensive, age-appropriate sexuality education 
that begins in Kindergarten and occurs regularly through the end of high school, is taught by qualified 
educators, and is consistent with the National Sexuality Education Standards. The DOE must also improve its 
enforcement mechanisms to ensure schools are held accountable. The Task Force's recommendations outline 
concrete steps the city must take to ensure students get the education they need and deserve. It is urgent that 
the Mayor and Department of Education implement these recommendations. 
 
Once again, we appreciate the leadership of Councilmembers Treyger, Cumbo, and Levin and each of the 
Councilmembers who have supported these proposals. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  
 

                                                 
3

 International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education. United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization. December 2009. 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001832/183281e.pdf 
 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001832/183281e.pdf


 
 
 
 
Aviva Zadoff 

Director of Advocacy and Volunteer Engagement  

National Council of Jewish Women New York  

241 W. 72nd St.  New York, NY 10023 

Direct Line: 646.884.9466 

 

 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, I 

believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does.  Not eliminating this provision is age 
discriminatory against tenants over 70 1/2 years old, who, unlike younger tenants, are 

required by law to pay the RMD, which may keep us from being able to benefit from this 
deal and stay in our homes. 
 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

Mel Ehrlich 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

To all concerned, 
 
 
My wife Laura and I have lived at Waterside for over twenty years. We raised both of our children in this wonderful, safe community and 
would like to continue living here in our retirement which will start in 3-4 years. 
 
We strongly support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. However, we 
believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 
 
made to the deal. 
 
1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 
HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, since all 
affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is 
cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery 
which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 
No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to exclude 
retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 
 
3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   
We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. (See pages 5-46 
through 5-49) 

 
Thank you for your consideration of these issues, 
Steve Sanford 

 

  



Waterside Seniors 

Hello, 
 
A note of appreciation (from my mother, copied on this mail) for your support of us longtime tenants of 

Waterside Plaza.  My mother is a retired school teacher (who taught next door to the Plaza) in her 

eighties.  She has lived in the same apartment, which she now shares with her grand daughter, for 40 

years!   Without your support of this agreement with Waterside, she would not be able (financially) to age 

in place as she would like. 

 She supports passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. 

However, she believes that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

  

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

  

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

  

Thank you for your support with this !! 

  

Winston (for Anne Zacharia Bldg 10/Apt 9F) 
 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Please support rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Marcia Markland  

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

Dear Folks, 
 

Could I ask you to do the following: 
 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. However, 

since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known with a high degree of 

certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in place rather than dumping them into the 

senior affordable housing lottery which has a waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory flexibility to 

exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for those 62+. 

(See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

I hope you will take all of the above into consideration and do support Seniors! 
 

Wishing you a wonderful day, 

Natella Vaidman 

20 Wateside Plaza #6F 

NY NY 10010 

 

  



Waterside Plaza Aging in Place 

As a long time resident at Waterside who fortunately is retired and can take advantage to benefit from the Aging 

in Place program I ask that you extend the same benefit to my fellow settling tenants who will retire in the 

future. 

 

Mark Harris  

 

20 Waterside Plaza 

 

  



From: Dorene Watkins  

 

Subject: Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 

 



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
 

Rochelle Meyer 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

 Dear Mayor, 

 

  

I support passage of Extension of the Platform Lease that the City has with Waterside Plaza. 

However, I believe that three modifications should be made to the deal. 

 

1. Extend retirement rent reset 2-8 years 

HPD stated that there was too much uncertainty with regard to income of these individuals. 

However, since all affected tenants are in their 60s or older, retirement income is known 

with a high degree of certainty.  Also, it is cheaper for the City to keep these seniors in 

place rather than dumping them into the senior affordable housing lottery which has a 

waiting list of 200,000. 

2. Exclude retirement account distributions from income calculation 

No federal money is used to fund this deal, therefore we believe that HPD has the statutory 

flexibility to exclude retirement account distributions as SCRIE does. 

 

3. Permit deduction of out of pocket medical expenses from income calculation   

We believe HPD should follow the HUD 4350.3 guidelines re permitting Adjusted Income for 

those 62+. (See pages 5-46 through 5-49) 

 

 

Sincerely 

 

Jean Marc Perez 

61 years old 

waterside plaza tenant 

 

  



Waterside - Re 1/14/2019 - Planning, Dispositions, & Concessions 

 

Support with rent reset extension 2-8 yrs, medical deductions, exclude retirement distributions. 
 
Best, 
 
Brendan & Cynthia A. Carney 
30 Waterside Plaza, 7H 
New York, NY 10010 
 




















































































