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INT. NO. 806:                       
By Council Members Lappin, Brewer, Felder, Fidler, James, Sanders Jr., Garodnick and Martinez
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to light-emitting diode bulbs in street lamps.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Adds a new section 19-125.1 to title nineteen.

INTRODUCTION


On November 6, 2008, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 806.  Int. No. 806 would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to require the Department of Transportation to install light-emitting diode bulbs in all street lamps and replace those lamps that cannot accommodate light-emitting diode bulbs with lamps that do. Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”), transportation advocates and environmental advocates.
BACKGROUND
On Earth Day 2007, Mayor Michael Bloomberg announced PlaNYC 2030, a comprehensive sustainability plan for the City.
  Major goals of PlaNYC2030 include reducing City government energy usage by 10% and City carbon emissions by 30%.
  New York City government accounts for approximately 6.5% of the city’s energy usage.
 
One way that the City can become more efficient is by using light emitting diode bulbs (LED).  LEDs use less energy
 and last between 50,000 and 70,000 hours, while the currently used sodium lamps last approximately 24,000 hours.
  The City has already uses LEDs in traffic lights.
  
LEDs can also provide an energy-efficient alternative in street lighting, a major source of energy consumption.
  New York City has more than 300,000 street lamps, representing a major source of energy consumption.
  In August 2008, the Department of Transportation contracted with the Office for Visual Interaction, a lighting design group, to begin testing LEDs in street lamps.
 It is estimated that the city will reduce its power usage by 25 to 30 percent with LED street lights.
 

LED street lights have been used with success in other major cities.  For example, LED street lamps were part of a 2007 pilot program in the City of Ann Arbor, Michigan.
 Ann Arbor employed two types of LEDs, a globe fixture and a cobrahead fixture.
  Respectively, these fixtures used 50% and 80% less energy than Ann Arbor’s previous lighting fixtures.
 It was estimated that by retrofitting all of Ann Arbor street lights with LEDs, the city will be able to reduce CO2 emissions by 4% and save approximately $100 per fixture per year.
  Based on the success and benefits of the LED pilot program, Ann Arbor decided in November 2007 to fully convert all of their street lamps to LED.

ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 806 would add a new section 19-125.1 to subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 of the Administrative Code.  Subdivision a of new section 19-125.1 would define “Decorative Street Lamp” as a collectible lamp used to illuminate a street or public area, valued for its age, condition, or other unique feature. Section a would define “Light-emitting diode bulb” as a semiconductor diode that emits light when an electric current is applied. Section a would further define “Street Lamp” as a lamp, under the jurisdiction of the department, supported by a lamppost used to illuminate a street or public area. 

Subdivision b of new section 19-125.1 would require the department to install light-emitting diode bulbs in all street lamps within one year of the effective date of this local law. Subdivision b would mandate that any street lamp incapable of accommodating light-emitting diode bulbs shall be replaced with street lamps using such bulbs.  Subdivision b would exempt decorative street lamps as designated by the DOT Commissioner from the requirements of this section. 

Section two of Int. No. 806 would provide that this local law take effect thirty days after it is enacted into law.
� PlaNYC 2030, News and Events, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/html/home/home.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/html/home/home.shtml� (last visited Nov. 3, 2008).


� PlaNYC 2030- Energy Initiatives, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/html/plan/energy_reduce-consumption.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/html/plan/energy_reduce-consumption.shtml� (last visited Nov. 3, 2008).


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability, LED Lighting, � HYPERLINK "http://www.iclei-usa.org/success-stories/cool-infrastructure/led-lighting/?searchterm=LEDs" ��http://www.iclei-usa.org/success-stories/cool-infrastructure/led-lighting/?searchterm=LEDs� (last visited Nov. 3, 2008).


� New York City Dep’t of Transportation, About DOT, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/dotdoes.shtml" ��http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/dotdoes.shtml� (last visited Nov. 3, 2008).


� Taub, Eric, Lighting the Big Apple with LEDs, Aug. 20, 2008, New York Times http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/08/20/lighting-the-big-apple-with-leds/?scp=1&sq=LEDs%20in%20street%20lamps&st=cse.


�  Id.


� C40 Large Cities Climate Summit, LED Street Lighting Pilot Project Reduces Energy Use By 80%, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nycclimatesummit.com/casestudies/lighting/lighting_annArbor.html" ��http://www.nycclimatesummit.com/casestudies/lighting/lighting_annArbor.html� (last visited Nov. 3, 2008).


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� City of Ann Arbor Public Services, LED Lighting, � HYPERLINK "http://www.a2gov.org/government/publicservices/systems_planning/energy/Pages/LEDLighting.aspx" ��http://www.a2gov.org/government/publicservices/systems_planning/energy/Pages/LEDLighting.aspx� (last visited Nov. 3, 2008).





4

