Int. No. 4

By Council Members, Avella, Fidler, Gennaro, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Palma, Recchia Jr., Stewart, White, Mendez and Oddo

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of sprinkler systems in student housing.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 27-954 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision bb to read as follows:

(bb) Regardless of occupancy group classification, on and after January first, two thousand six, in every rooming unit or dwelling unit occupied as student housing, there shall be one or more operational sprinkler heads.  Such sprinkler heads shall be installed in accordance with the rules of the department.  For the purposes of this subdivision “student housing” shall mean housing for students located within the city of New York, that is under the supervision or control of any private school, public school, or institution for higher education authorized to confer degrees by law or by the board of regents, and shall include, but not be limited to, a dormitory at any educational institution including all institutions and statutory or contract colleges under the jurisdiction of the city university of New York.  The provisions of this subdivision shall apply retroactively to any existing rooming unit or dwelling unit occupied for student housing.

§2.  Article 4 of subchapter 3 of chapter 2 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 27-2076.1 to read as follows:

§27-2076.1  Prohibited student occupancies.  No student shall be referred to, placed in occupancy or authorized to reside in a rooming unit or dwelling unit by any private school, public school, or institution of higher education authorized to confer degrees by law or by the board of regents, including any institution and statutory or contract college under the jurisdiction of the city university of New York, if such rooming unit or dwelling unit is not equipped with one or more operational sprinklers.  Any such referral, placement or authorization shall subject the private school, public school or institution of higher education, as well as the owner of the rooming unit or dwelling unit, if different, to a civil penalty of two thousand dollars for each referral, placement or authorization, and shall subject such owner to an additional civil penalty of ten dollars per day for each day that each such violation remains uncorrected, in addition to any other penalties that may be imposed by law.

§3.  This local law shall take effect July 1, 2006, except that the commissioner of buildings and the commissioner of housing preservation and development shall take all actions necessary, including the promulgation of rules, to implement this local law on or before the date upon which it shall take effect.
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