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INT. NO. 215 



By Council Members Gentile, Barron,

James, Nelson and Palma

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Section 16-324 by adding subdivision (e).

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to 

improper disposal of recyclable material at    one- and two-family dwellings

BACKGROUND  

Under the current law, New York City households are required to separate out trash, paper, and metal/plastic/glass for sidewalk pickup.  The Department of Sanitation (DOS) removes each of these three categories of materials and disposes of it as appropriate, with trash going to landfills and incinerators outside the City, paper going to paper recycling facilities including VISY Paper on Staten Island, and metal/plastic/glass going to Hugo Neu Simms for processing and recycling.  Those households that improperly sort these materials by, for example, placing recyclable materials in the trash receptacle, are subject to fines imposed by DOS.  Int. No. 215 would require that at least five items must be improperly sorted before a violation can be issued to the owner or occupants of a one- or two-family dwelling.

THE PROVISIONS OF Int. No. 215
Section one of Int. No. 215 would add a new subdivision (c) to section 16-324 of the Administrative Code, as created by local law 19 of 1989.  This new subdivision (c) would require that, for a violation to be issued to a one- or two-family dwelling for the improper disposal of household waste, an enforcement agent would have to identify a minimum of five items of recyclable, non-recyclable, or missorted recyclable material in an incorrect receptacle.

Section two states that this law would take effect immediately.

Intent and analysis

Under the current law a fine can be issued for even a single improperly sorted item, which means that it is possible for households to receive notices of violations and fines or penalties because a passersby improperly places an item in that household’s receptacles, or because of a simple mistake or misunderstanding of the sometimes complex recycling rules.  Such violations and penalties improperly impact households that, in the former case, are sorting items properly, or, in the latter case, are taking reasonable actions to sort items and should not be punished for minor mistakes.  

According to testimony by DOS on June 7, 2005, before the City Council, to avoid such fines DOS follows an internal rule that there must be at least five missorted items in a household’s receptacles before DOS issues a ticket.  Int. No. 215 would codify this internal policy for one- and two-family dwellings, thus insuring greater fairness in the issuing of violations for the improper disposal of household waste.
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