Staff:

Scheherazade Salimi, Counsel




Jennifer Culp, Legislative Policy Analyst



Jan Atwell, Legislative Policy Analyst



Regina Poreda, Financial Analyst

Anthony Hogrebe, Press Officer



[image: image1.png]



T H E C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

ROBERT NEWMAN, LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

Robert Jackson- Chairperson

April 11, 2007

	Int. no. 554
	By Council Members Vacca, Brewer, Foster, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Mealy, Nelson, Palma, Seabrook, Vann and Weprin.  



	Title:
	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to school bus safety.



	Administrative Code:
	Amends sections 19-601, 19-602, subdivisions a and b of section 19-603 and section 19-604, re-numbers section 19-607 and adds a new section 19-607 of chapter six of title nineteen of the administrative code.


On April 11, 2007, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Robert Jackson, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 554, a bill that would amend the New York City Administrative Code, in relation to school bus safety.  The New York City Department of Education (“DOE”), union leaders, advocates and parents are expected to testify.
Background


On March 18, 2007, the New York Daily News ran an investigative series that detailed a history of serious problems on New York City school buses, including wide-ranging allegations of physical and sexual abuse of students by other students.  These allegations have called into question the level of supervision of conduct on school buses, as well as the adequacy of mechanisms in place to monitor such conduct.  Int. No. 544 would address important gaps in these areas by requiring monitors and security cameras on all school buses. 
Section 1 of Int. No. 554 would amend section 19-601 of chapter six of title nineteen of the City’s Administrative Code, which sets forth the declaration and findings of that chapter, by changing references to “handicapped” children to children “with disabilities,” by replacing the term “escort” with the term “attendants,” and by adding a description of the legislative intent of the amendments contained in Int. No. 554.  

Section 2 of Int. No. 554 would amend section 19-602 of the City’s Administrative Code by changing references to “handicapped” children to children “with disabilities”.  Section 2 would also delete the term “or other motor vehicles” from section 19-602 and would add the word “school” before “buses”.  

Section 3 of Int. No. 554 would amend subdivisions a and b of section 19-603 of the City’s Administrative Code by replacing the term “Escort” with “School bus attendants and monitors” in the section title for subdivision a and by replacing the term “escort” with “attendant who meets qualification and training requirements established pursuant to regulations of the Commissioner of the State Department of Education” in the body of subdivision a.  Section 3 would also delete the term “and other motor vehicles” and add the word “school” before “buses” in the first sentence of subdivision a, and would change references to “handicapped” children to children “with disabilities” and “escort” to “attendant” in that subdivision.  

With regard to subdivision b of section 19-603, section 3 would attach the existing subdivision b to subdivision a, and would add a new subdivision b that states the following: “[a]ll school buses transporting children to and from school in the city that do not have to meet the requirements of subdivision a of this section shall be staffed, in addition to the driver thereof, with a monitor who meets qualification and training requirements established pursuant to regulations of the commissioner of the state department of education.  It shall be the duty and responsibility of such monitor to supervise such children and to assist such children on and off each bus to an area of safety.”

Section 4 of Int. No. 554 would amend section 19-604 of the City’s Administrative Code by changing the reference to “handicapped” children to children “with disabilities” and by adding the word “school” before “buses.”

 Section 5 of Int. No. 554 would re-number section 19-607 of the City’s Administrative Code as section 19-608, and would add a new section 19-607 that provides that all school buses transporting children to and from school in the City must be equipped with security cameras approved by the Chancellor of the DOE in consultation with the Police Department.  This new section would also provide that such cameras must be in continuous operation while any such bus is transporting any child to and from school.  In addition, new section 19-607 would require that the DOE ensure the proper maintenance of such cameras and that the recordings of such cameras are (i) indexed by dates and times, (ii) preserved for a minimum of sixty days and (iii) stored in a locked receptacle located in a controlled access area to which only authorized personnel have access.  Finally, new section 19-607 would also require that the DOE ensure that recordings of cameras pursuant to such section be made available promptly upon request to government agencies acting in furtherance of a criminal investigation or civil or administrative law enforcement purposes and not be disseminated for any other purpose. 
Section 6 of Int. No. 554 would provide that this local law would take effect immediately and must be fully implemented by September 1, 2008. 
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