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SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HOUSING
Hon. Rosie Mendez, Chair
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PROPOSED RES. NO. 96-A:
By Council Members Vallone Jr., Fidler, Gentile, Mendez, Nelson, Weprin, Dilan and Oddo.

TITLE:
Resolution calling upon the Congress and President of the United States to provide a specific allocation of funding for video security systems at New York City Housing Authority developments.

ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:
Today the Subcommittee will conduct a hearing on Proposed Res. No. 96-A that calls upon President George W. Bush and Congress to allocate funding for video security cameras at New York City Housing Authority developments.

NYCHA is the largest public housing authority in North America with 344 developments spread throughout the City.
  Nearly 415,000 authorized residents live in almost 180,000 apartments.  These numbers represent 8.6% of the City’s rental apartments and 5.1% of the City’s population.
  The majority of developments are almost evenly distributed in Manhattan (with 103), Brooklyn (with 101) and the Bronx (with 98), while Queens has 26 developments and Staten Island has 11.
  Currently, there are approximately 138,000 families on the waiting list for an apartment.

Video Cameras in New York City Housing Authority Developments

Currently there are 28 developments that have closed circuit television systems and another fifteen that have a Video Interactive Patrol Response Enforcement system (VIPER).
  Some residents and Council Members feel that the installation of video cameras at developments will lead to a decrease in crime.  Congress has previously allocated money to pay for video cameras at bodegas and some advocates and tenant leaders believe that NYCHA has a great need for crime deterring camera equipment as well.

Additionally, in mid-April 2006, NYCHA formally announced its complete proposal to close a budget gap of $168 million.
  The budget deficit may make it unlikely that NYCHA will be able to install additional cameras at other developments without additional outside funding.

Conclusion 

The purpose of this hearing is to continue gathering information with respect to how the New York City Police Department (NYPD) and NYCHA view the use of video cameras. The Council intends to explore the impact of the these devices upon the amount of crime committed within NYCHA developments and explore how NYCHA and the NYPD safeguard civil liberties with respect to the use of cameras.  To effectuate this goal, the Subcommittee expects to hear testimony from NYCHA tenants and officials, NYPD officials, advocacy groups, such as the Legal Aid Society and the Community Service Society, and tenant associations, such as PHROLES (Public Housing Residents of the Lower East Side), the NYC Public Housing Resident Alliance and Community Voices Heard and the New York Civil Liberties Union.

� New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA), “NYCHA’s Fact Sheet,” http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/downloads/pdf/factsheet.pdf (revised as of July 26, 2006). 


� Id.


� Id. 


� Id. 


� See NYCHA’s December 2005 Journal, available at � HYPERLINK "http://home2.nyc.gov/html/nycha/downloads/pdf/j05dece.pdf" ��http://home2.nyc.gov/html/nycha/downloads/pdf/j05dece.pdf�. Last accessed on 2 November, 2006.


� See Testimony by Tino Hernandez, NYCHA Chairman, before the Committee on Housing and Buildings’ and Subcommittee on Public Housing’s preliminary budget hearing, held 8 March 2006 at page 231 of transcript. NYCHA’s plan to increase fees later incorporated into the PPPH was announced in mid-February.
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