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INT. NO. 29:
By:
Council Members McMahon, Comrie, Fidler, Gentile, James, Martinez, Nelson, Recchia Jr., Vacca, Mendez and Oddo.

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative of the city of New York, in relation to eliminating self-certification of plans submitted to the department of buildings.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 26 by amending section 26-208 and section 27-143.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:

On September 21, 2006, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Erik Martin Dilan, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 29, A Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to eliminating self-certification of plans submitted to the Department of Buildings.  The Council is concerned about the quality of building construction, including renovations, and the performance of individuals who certify that any building plans are in accordance with the City’s Building Code and any other applicable law.  The practice of self-certification by certain architects and engineers has sometimes led to inappropriate building practices in the City.  The Committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Buildings, other professionals and members of the general public who are concerned with this topic.

Int. No. 29

Bill section one would amend section 26-208
 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York to provide that all plan examinations and the approval of plans at the Department of Buildings be conducted by “qualified personnel” of the Department, which “qualified personnel” are deemed to be qualified engineers or architects that are experienced in building construction and design.

Bill section two would similarly amend section 27-143
 of the Administrative Code to synchronize this section with section 26-208 of the Code to also require that plan examinations and the approval of plans at the Department of Buildings be conducted by “qualified personnel” of the Department, which shall be, as mentioned above, qualified engineers or architects that are experienced in building construction and design:  Furthermore, this provision of the Code is then amended to eliminate the statutory language that permits the Commissioner to have the discretion to designate portions of the plan examination review process that undergo limited supervisory check.  The elimination of these provisions would result in a prohibition of self-certification by architects and engineers.

Bill section three would provide for the enactment of this local law shall after ninety days.

Technical correction

The title of this bill should be corrected to insert the word “code” to follow “administrative” to reflect that the “Administrative Code of the City of New York” is being amended.

� Section 26-208 of the Administrative Code contains general provisions with regards to permitting requirements for building construction.


� Section 27-143 of the Administrative Code is a Building Code provision that contains general requirements concerning the examination of application and plans submitted to the Department of Buildings.
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