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TITLE:




A Local Law to amend the New York City charter, in relation to creating military veteran resource centers where veterans can receive information on programs and services helpful to veterans.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:

Amends section 14 of the New York city charter by adding a new subdivision e.

On April 28, 2006, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Hiram Monserrate, will conduct a hearing to consider Int. No. 298, a local law that would create military veteran resource centers where veterans can receive information on programs and services helpful to veterans. Those expected to testify include Denny Meyer, President of the American Veterans for Equal Rights, Christine De Lisa, C.E.O. and founder of Staten Island Support Our Soldiers, and other veteran support groups and military veterans.

BACKGROUND


Article 17, Section 357(2) of the New York State Executive Law provides that there “may be established a city veterans’ service agency in each city.” Section 358(1) of the State Executive Law states that a local veterans’ service agency shall have power under the direction of the state veterans’ service agency, and it shall be its duty to inform military and naval authorities of the United States and which assist members of the armed forces and veterans, who are New York State residents, and their families, in relation to:

1) matters pertaining to educational training and retraining services and facilities;

2) health, medical and rehabilitation services and facilities;

3) provisions of federal, state and local laws and regulations affording special rights and privileges to members of the armed forces and war veterans and their families;

4) employment and re-employment services; and

5) other matters of similar, related or appropriate nature.

Pursuant to Section 357(2) of the New York State Executive Law, Section 14 of Chapter 

1 of the New York City Charter established the Office of Veterans’ Affairs. The powers and duties of the Office of Veterans’ Affairs are derived directly from the powers and duties local veterans’ service agencies hold as set forth in the State Executive Law, described above.

INT. NO. 298

Int. No. 298 would amend Section 14 of the New York City Charter by adding a new subdivision e.  Paragraph 1 of such proposed subdivision would provide that the Director of Veterans’ Affairs would be required to ensure that at least one veteran resource center is established and operational in each borough of New York City by no later than January 1, 2008.  Each such center would be required to be located, in accordance with all applicable law, rules and regulations, in a geographic area that is easily accessible and in close proximity to public transportation.  Each such center would be required to provide veterans with up-to-date information, free of charge, regarding (i) matters within its purview pursuant to Section 14 of the New York City Charter and State Executive Law Section 358, including but not limited to matters described in subparagraphs (a) through (d) of paragraph (1) of subdivision c of such Section 14
; (ii) housing; (iii) social services offered by public agencies and charitable and private organizations, including but not limited to the provision of specific contact information with respect to such agencies and organizations; and (iv) financial assistance and tax exemptions available to veterans.  

Paragraph 2 of proposed subdivision e would require the New York City Director of Veterans’ Affairs, beginning June 30, 2008 and every six months thereafter, to submit a report to the Mayor and the Speaker of the City Council regarding the operation of the veterans resource centers. The report would include, but not be limited to the following information, disaggregated by each such center:

1) the number of veterans utilizing such center;

2) a summary of the services offered by such center;

3) a description of the services and/or information most frequently requested by veterans utilizing such center;

4) the number of full-time and part-time staff persons working at such center;

5) the amount of funding allocated to such center; and

6) the number and general description of complaints received at such center, regarding the services offered by such center.

Section 2 of Int. No. 298 would contain a severability clause. 

Section 3 of Int. No. 298 would provide that this bill would take effect immediately upon its enactment into law.







� Section 358(1) further provides that a “local veterans’ service agency may also assist families of members of the reserve components of the armed forces and the organized militia ordered into active duty to ensure that they are made aware of and are receiving all appropriate support available to them and are placed in contact with the agencies responsible for such support, including, but not limited to, the division of military and naval affairs and other state agencies responsible for providing such support.” In addition, pursuant to Section 358(1), such agencies must also “perform such other duties as may be assigned by the state director.”





� Such subparagraphs are as follows: (a) matters pertaining to educational training and retraining services and facilities, (b) health, medical  and  rehabilitation  service  and facilities,  (c) provisions  of  federal,  state  and  local  laws and regulations affording  special rights and privileges to members of the armed forces and veterans and their  families,  and (d) employment  and re-employment  services. 
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