MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE: A Local Law to amend the charter of the city of New York in relation to appealing decisions of the Board of Standards and Appeals granting or denying variances pursuant to the zoning resolution of the city of New York.

TYPE OF LEGISLATION: Local Law

SPONSORED BY: Council Member Avella

REASONS FOR SUPPORT:  This bill would re-establish the review process over variance and special permit decisions that was previously held by the former Board of Estimate.  The City Council now has the authority, through the Charter’s “call-up” mechanism, to assert jurisdiction over special permits granted by the City Planning Commission.  Currently, there is no review of such actions taken by the Board of Standards and Appeals (“BSA”), save that of litigation

This bill will establish a much-needed check on the BSA and will serve to restore balance to this area of land use decision-making.  The legislation also limits the scope of Council review to the “sufficiency of the evidence” thus ensuring that legitimate decisions regarding such variances and special permits will not be overturned except for valid reasons.

