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INTRODUCTION
On November 27, 2018, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold a hearing on Oversight: Sidewalks and Curbs in New York City and on the following legislation that includes, Int. No. 131 in relation to curb cuts, Int. No. 285 in relation to requiring the department of transportation to clean and maintain all medians at least once a year and to create a web-based tracking system, Int. No. 327 in relation to requiring curb extensions at certain dangerous intersections, Int. No. 329 in relation to the condition of bridges, sidewalks and ferries, Int. No. 330 in relation to requiring the department of transportation to report a list of all the sidewalks under its jurisdiction, Int. No. 438 in relation to authorizing the painting of curb cuts, Int. No. 953 in relation to placing greater regulations and restraints on the creation of driveway curb cuts, and providing local community board notification, Int. No. 939 in relation to prohibiting the New York City police department from issuing a violation to a vehicle for illegally parking in a driveway without first confirming the legality of such driveway, Int. No. 1015 in relation to requiring the department of buildings to notify police precincts of complaints regarding illegal curb cuts, Preconsidered Int. No. in relation to the curbs adjacent to a fire hydrant or bus stop, and Res. No. 103 calling upon the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to widen the George Washington Bridge's sidewalk.  The Committee expects to hear from the Department of Transportation (DOT), Department of Buildings (DOB), stakeholders and members of the public. 
BACKGROUND
Curbs and Parking 

Curb Cuts 
 A curb cut is a dip in the sidewalk that enables a vehicle to drive to a driveway, garage, or a parking lot, loading dock or a drive-through.
 In order to install a curb cut, a property owner must request an assessment from the Department of Buildings (DOB) before a work permit can be issued.
 DOB must approve the proposed plans to confirm that they meet the City’s design, safety and zoning standards.
  Applications can be submitted through DOB’s web portal DOB Now: Build. Once an application is approved, the applicant must file for all the necessary construction permits, which include specific sidewalk and curb permits issued by DOT.
  The curb cuts must be installed according to DOT’s specifications.
 Curb cuts must meet technical requirements such as being 7 feet away from trees, hydrants, street signs, utility poles and 10 feet away from phone booths.
  The parking space must be a minimum dimension of 8.5 feet by 18 feet, and the location can either be in the front, side or rear of a property, but the specific location can vary by zoning district.

On street parking is scarce in New York City, which can make having a driveway all the more valuable to a property owner.  However, creating more driveways further reduces public on-street parking.  Prior to 2010, a person could pave over their front yard and install a curb cut, but this led to community complaints about the decreasing availability of on street parking and deteriorating aesthetic of the neighborhood.
  In 2010, the Council approved the changes to the City’s Zoning Resolution in relation to curb cut requirements.
 The changes prohibit parking in front yards in single and two family home districts and in lots that are less than 40 feet wide in row house districts.
  The Council also authorized the City to reject a curb cut that would be “inconsistent with character of the streetscape.”
  In 2015, DOB issued 1,593 curb cut permits, which was a significant decrease from 10 years earlier when the DOB issued 5,257 curb cut permits.
  

In general, parking in front of a legal driveway is illegal in New York City and can lead to a $95 fine, and yet, in some areas of the city drivers will park in front of curb cuts and block access to a person’s driveway. In response, some homeowners in parts of Queens have taken to posting ‘No Parking’ signs in their driveways, or painting their curbs bright colors to indicate whether the curb cut begins and ends.
  According to DOT, curb painting is prohibited.

Illegal Driveways 
While the curb adjacent to an individual’s property may be cut to allow for parking, the curb is part of the roadway and is still considered the City’s property, so any unauthorized curb cut is not permissible and an individual is subject to civil and criminal penalties.
  If curb cuts are illegally installed, both the contractor who completes the work and the homeowner who hired the contractor can face various fines and civil penalties.
  Additionally, illegal curb cuts must be corrected, which adds an additional cost for the home or building owner.  The City will take complaints on any curbs that are reported to be damaged, illegally painted or illegally cut.
   In some areas, homeowners will create curb cuts or just drive over the small curbs and park on their lawns.
  These homeowners will then get boxed into their driveways when someone parks along the curb and the person who technically parked legally can get a ticket.
  This has prompted outrage from communities across the City because the New York City Police Department (NYPD) officers have no way of knowing whether or not a curb was legally installed, and so the person who parked in front of the driveway receives a ticket.

 DOB indicates that a person can search DOB’s Buildings Information System and search for properties by the house number to determine if a curb cut permit was attained.
  A complaint can be made through DOB complaint system for a suspected illegal curb.
  
Parking Near Fire Hydrants and Bus Stops

New York City regulations govern where vehicles can stop, stand, and park in the city.  There are three types of signage that indicate parking rules including:
 

· Parking prohibited signs, which permit temporarily picking up or dropping off passengers whether the vehicle is attended or unattended; 

· Standing prohibited signs, which indicate that a vehicle cannot stop at the curb, attended or unattended, except for dropping off passengers; and 

· Stopping prohibited signs, which indicate that no one can stop a vehicle for any reason.

 
 In the case of fire hydrants, from sunrise to sunset, standing is permitted (so long as street signage indicates) as long as the driver can quickly move the vehicle, but at all other times parking, stopping, and standing within 15 feet on either side of a fire hydrant is prohibited.
  Many drivers are not aware of the distance they are prohibited from parking in relation to a fire hydrant.
  Further, vehicles are not permitted to park or stand at a bus stop, unless they are dropping passengers off.
   If an individual were to leave a vehicle parked in these locations they could face a fine of $115.
 Signs on the street may identify where parking is prohibited, but these signs may not be visible at all times. 

California state law permits localities to paint the curbs along “no parking” zones red to ensure that no vehicle parks in prohibited spots.
 California state law has several curb color designations that indicate various parking regulations.
  Reports from California have indicated that fraudulent curb painting has been an issue in some California cities.

Curb Extensions and Medians  
New York City parking rules allow for parking immediately adjacent to intersections so long as the crosswalk is not blocked.
 This creates a situation in which a pedestrian does not have a full view of vehicles approaching while crossing the street, and vice versa. Other cities utilize a scheme that provides open-sight lines, otherwise known as daylighting, by prohibiting parking within a certain number of feet of crosswalks.
  DOT recognizes the benefits of daylighting by installing curb extensions, which are sometimes known as neckdowns because they can enhance pedestrian safety by reducing crossing distances.
  They also relieve sidewalk crowding, and can provide additional space for seating, plants, and furniture.
  When used at corners, they can slow turning vehicles and emphasize the right-of-way of pedestrians.
  DOT does acknowledge that it is only viable on streets with existing parking lanes.
  In addition to curb extensions, medians are another street safety device that DOT will install at some roadways.
  Medians, or pedestrian safety islands, can be used to separate traffic lanes or traffic directions, particularly on wide roadways.
  In certain circumstances, medians can have trees or plantings included in the barrier.  Pedestrians and cyclists can also have access to gaps in the median.

Sidewalks and Other Crossings  
Sidewalk Jurisdiction


In New York City, there are approximately 12,750 miles of sidewalks.
 The responsibility to maintain and repair a sidewalk, including clearing it of snow and ice in the winter, generally falls to the owner of the property abutting it.
 If a sidewalk abutting private property is need of repair, the City will issue the owner a notice of violation in order to encourage them to perform the necessary repairs.
 If the repairs cited in the violation are not performed in a timely manner, the City may hire a private contractor to make the repairs and then bill the property owner for the cost of the work.
 Some residential property owners may also be eligible for the Expedited Sidewalk Repair program. Under this program, DOT will make the necessary repairs and then bill the owner.
 One of the advantages of this program is that since the city is performing and overseeing the work, no further inspection is necessary once the repairs are completed.
  

During inclement weather, a property owner may receive a summons for failing to clear sidewalks of any snow and ice accumulations within the timeframes set by the city.
 The fines associated with these summonses can range from $100 to $150 for a first offense to $250 to $350 for a third or subsequent offense.
 In 2017, the city issued 11,500 violations to property owners for failing to remove the snow or ice form sidewalks. Following is the City’s current guidelines for snow and ice removal.
 If snowfall ends:

· Between 7 AM and 4:59 PM, sidewalks must be cleared within 4 hours.

· Between 5 PM and 8:59 PM, sidewalks must be cleared within 14 hours.

· Between 9 PM and 6:59 AM, sidewalks must be cleared by 11 AM.
However, in the case of property that is government-owned, including sidewalks on bridges and overpasses, unsafe conditions, such as cracks and snow build-up, are often not addressed in a timely manner, and when local communities raise concerns regarding such conditions they often find themselves faced with interagency jurisdictional disputes. For example, after a snowstorm in February 2014, residents of Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn complained about various sidewalks near subway facilities not being cleared and expressed frustration with the ensuing lack of clarity from the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), Department of Sanitation, and DOT regarding which agency was responsible.
 Residents of Middle Village, Queens had similar complaints regarding City-owned property after a snowstorm in 2010.
 
Sidewalks on Bridges and Overpasses


Currently, there are 765 non-movable bridges that are owned, operated, and maintained by DOT,
 including the Brooklyn Bridge, the Manhattan Bridge, the Williamsburg Bridge and the Ed Koch Queensboro Bridge.
 There are also 24 movable bridges under the jurisdiction of DOT.
 Some bridges in New York City do not fall under the jurisdiction of DOT. For example, the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge falls under the jurisdiction of the State’s MTA Bridges and Tunnels, and the George Washington Bridge falls under the jurisdiction of the bi-state Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.
 DOT also owns and operates the Staten Island Ferry.
 It also works with other agencies and private operators to provide ferry service for commuting, sightseeing and touring.
 


Like most of New York City’s aging infrastructure, some of the city’s bridges are in need of major capital improvements. In 2017, there were 144 crossings that were considered structurally deficient.
 As part of Mayor de Blasio’s Ten-Year Capital Strategy released in April 2017, the city will allocate $51.3 billion to maintain infrastructure in a state of good repair, including $7.9 billion to repair more than 80 bridges, among them the four East River crossings.
 In addition, $506.8 million was allocated to reconstruct sidewalks and another $804 million was set aside to install and reconstruct pedestrian ramps.
 

With many more people opting to either bike or walk to work over the past several years, it is imperative that the sidewalks and walkways on bridges and overpasses are properly maintained and repaired in a timely manner. In 2016, approximately 11% of New Yorkers were either walking or biking to work.
  

Currently, the City Charter mandates DOT to issue an Annual Bridges and Tunnels Condition report.
 The report focuses on providing information on the improvements and innovations that were made during the year by DOT’s Division of Bridges.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 131

Section one of Int. No. 131 amends section 3202.2.2.4.1 of the Building Code by requiring the Commissioner of Transportation to order the property owner to discontinue the use of a driveway and restore the curb and sidewalk in accordance with the standards of the Department of Transportation (DOT) where a curb cut is inconsistent with any requirement of the Building Code or the New York City Zoning Resolution.


Section two of Int. No. 131 amends section 28-104.8.1 of the Administrative Code by adding a new item five, which would require construction permit applications to include a statement certifying (i) that, where the proposed construction would cause any abutting curb cut to be in noncompliance with any requirement in the Zoning Resolution or in the Administrative Code, construction documents include plans to restore the curb and sidewalk of such curb cuts as required by DOT, or (ii) that the proposed construction would not render any curb cut abutting the property to be in noncompliance with the Zoning Resolution or the Administrative Code.

Section three of Int. No. 131 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 285

Section one of Int. No. 285 amends subchapter 1 of chapter 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-160. Subdivision a of the new section would define “median” as the raised area that separates lanes of traffic on a roadway. Subdivision b of the new section would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to clean and maintain all medians at least once a year.  Subdivision b would further provide that it shall not be construed to conflict with or lessen the Department of Parks and Recreation’s responsibility for maintaining trees and vegetation on medians, pursuant to section 18-104 of the Administrative Code, or with the Department of Sanitation’s responsibility for maintaining such medians during snowfall or the formation of ice, pursuant to section 16-124 of the Administrative Code. Subdivision c of the new section would require DOT to create a web-based system to track its progress in the annual cleaning and maintaining of medians.


Section two of Int. No. 285 would provide that this local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.


ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 327

Section one of Int. No. 327 amends subchapter 3 of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-197.3. This new section would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to establish a curb extensions program.  As part of such program, DOT would be required to identify intersections or parts thereof without curb extensions where such extensions may be implemented that reflect the greatest danger for pedestrians, based upon the incidence of traffic crashes involving pedestrians occurring at such intersections.  Additionally, beginning in 2019, the Department would be required to annually implement curb extensions on all or part of a minimum of five intersections in each borough identified by DOT as part of such program. For the purposes of this new section, the term “curb extension” would be defined as an expansion of the curb line into the lane of the roadway adjacent to the curb for at least 15 feet closest to a corner or mid-block where pedestrians are permitted to cross the roadway.


Section two of Int. No. 327 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 329

Section one of Int. No. 329 amends subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-159. This new section would require the Department of Transportation, on or before March 31, 2018 and annually on or before March 31 thereafter, to submit to the Speaker of the Council and post on the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) website a report detailing the condition of bridges that are greater than one quarter mile in length that are under the jurisdiction of DOT. Further, the report would include the conditions of all sidewalks under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Department whose repair would be required by DOT by law, as well as the condition of all ferries under its jurisdiction. In addition, DOT would be required to detail the standards used to determine the condition of such bridges, sidewalks and ferries. Finally, this new section would define “bridge” for purposes of such section as a span that includes a roadway for use by motor vehicles, that is located above another surface.


Section two of Int. No. 329 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 330

Section one of Int. No. 330 amends subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-154.1. This new section would require the Department of Transportation (DOT), on or before March 1, 2019, to provide a list of sidewalk locations for which it is responsible for removing snow or otherwise making repairs. Additionally, such list would be required to be updated on DOT’s website promptly as any such locations change, but no more than 30 days after any such change.


Section two of Int. No. 330 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 438

Section one of Int. No. 438 amends section 19-111 of the Administrative Code by adding curb cuts to the section title and adding a new subdivision b to that section. This new subdivision would provide that, notwithstanding any other law, rule, or regulation, it shall be lawful for a property owner to paint a curb cut that was authorized pursuant to a permit from the Department of Transportation. Further, this subdivision would establish that section 19-111 shall not be construed to allow the painting of any curb for the purpose of unlawfully reserving parking. Further, this new subdivision would define “curb cut” for purposes of this section to mean a break in a curb to allow access from the roadway and across the sidewalk to a legal parking space within the property line.

Section two of Int. No. 438 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 939

Section one of Int. No. 939 amends title 14 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 14-176. This new section would provide that the Police Department shall not issue a violation to a vehicle for illegally parking in a driveway, pursuant to section 4-08 of title 34 of the Rules of the City of New York, unless an officer first confirms that such driveway was legally constructed or modified.


Section two of Int. No. 939 would provide that this local law takes effect 6 months after it becomes law.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 953

Section one of Int. No. 953 would amend the Administrative Code by adding new subdivisions h and i to section 19-147. The new subdivision h would establish that, if a curb cut is created without a permit from the Department of Transportation, the Commissioner shall order the owner or owners of the property benefited by such curb cut to correct the violation by either restoring the curb to its proper condition or by obtaining the proper work permits and final sign-off from DOT within 30 days of the issuance of the violation. Failure to correct the violation of a curb pursuant to an order of the commissioner within the time designated in the violation shall be a continuing violation until such time as the curb is corrected to the satisfaction of the department.  Further, subdivision h would define the term “curb cut” for purposes of section 19-147 as a break in a curb to allow access from the roadway and across the sidewalk to a legal parking space within the property line.

The new subdivision i would establish that, notwithstanding any other provisions of law, within six months of DOT becoming aware of an illegal curb cut, DOT shall restore the curb to its original condition, unless the owner restores such curb cut, and DOT shall recover the cost of restoring the curb from the owner of any property that benefited from the illegal curb cut, the person responsible for creating the illegal curb cut, or all of such persons. Additionally, the recovery of such costs would be in addition to any civil penalty imposed in accordance with subdivision h of section 19-147.

Section two of Int. No. 953 would amend article 108 of title 28 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 28-108.4. This new section would require DOT, within seven days of receipt of each new application for a permit to create a curb cut, to notify the community board of the community district within which the proposed curb cut would be created of such application. The community board would have 60 days from the date of notification to submit comments and recommendations to the department with respect to such application. DOT would then have to consider these comments and recommendations in its decision to grant or deny a permit for a curb cut and shall inspect any location proposed as the location of a curb cut prior to the issuance of a permit to create a curb cut. This new section would also define “curb cut” for purposes of this section as a break in the curb to allow access from the roadway and across the sidewalk to a legal parking space within the property line.


Section three of Int. No. 953 would provide that this local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1015

Section one of Int. No. 1015 amends chapter 1 of title 28 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 28-103.18.2. This new section would require the Commissioner of the Department of Buildings, within two days of receiving a complaint regarding a curb cut to which the Commissioner has not issued a permit pursuant to article 105 of chapter 1 of title 28 of the Administrative Code, to forward such complaint to the appropriate police precinct.


Section two of Int. No. 1015 would provide that this local law takes effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF PRECONSIDERED INT. NO. 

Section one of Preconsidered Int. No. amends subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-175.6. This new section would provide that notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation, any curb adjacent to a fire hydrant located on a public sidewalk or a bus stop shall be painted the color red, and such curb shall be painted the distance by which a motor vehicle is prohibited from stopping, standing or parking on either side of a fire hydrant or bus stop. Further, this new section would define “bus stop” as a location designated by signage for vehicles under the jurisdiction of the metropolitan transit authority to pick up or discharge passengers. 


Section two of Preconsidered Int. No. would provide that this local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.

ANALYSIS OF RES. NO. 103

Res. No. 103 states, among other things, that the George Washington Bridge’s heavily used paths are the only connection across the Hudson River between New York City and New Jersey for pedestrians, runners, and bicyclists, that the sidewalks do not meet federal standards, and that the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey’s planned renovation of the Bridge presents a unique opportunity to build wider sidewalks. This resolution thus calls on the Port Authority to widen the George Washington Bridge’s sidewalks.

	Int. No. 131
 
By Council Members Lander, Koo, Brannan, Holden and Ulrich
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to curb cuts
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Section 3202.2.2.4.1 of the New York city building code is amended to read as follows:
3202.2.2.4.1 Curb cut removal. Vehicular access curb cuts that can no longer serve as vehicular access across a curb or sidewalk shall be removed and the curb and sidewalk shall be restored in accordant with standards of the Department of Transportation. The commissioner may order such removal and restoration. The commissioner shall limit the length of any curb cut for the purpose of providing a driveway across such curb or sidewalk, when in the opinion of the commissioner the actual use or intended use of such driveway would endanger the public. Where the vehicular use of such driveway, in the opinion of the commissioner is dangerous to the public, or where a curb cut is inconsistent with any requirement of the building code or the New York City Zoning Resolution, the commissioner shall order the owner to discontinue use of such driveway and restore the curb and sidewalk in accordance with standards of the Department of Transportation. Upon the failure of the owner to comply with any of the orders provided for in Section 3202.2.2.4, in such cases where the restoration of such curb cuts are needed to facilitate department of transportation work, the commissioner may inform the commissioner of transportation of such failure to comply and may request the cooperation of the commissioner of transportation acting under his or her authority pursuant to section 2903(b)(7) of the New York City Charter in the enforcement of this section.
§ 2. Items 3 and 4 of section 28-104.8.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York are amended and new item 5 is added to read as follows:
3. A professional certification; [and]
4. A statement certifying compliance with the New York city energy conservation code[.]; and
5. A statement certifying (i) that, where the proposed construction would cause any abutting curb cut to be in noncompliance with any requirement in the zoning resolution or in this code, construction documents include plans to restore the curb and sidewalk of such curb cuts as required by the department of transportation, or (ii) that the proposed construction would not render any curb cut abutting the property to be in noncompliance with the zoning resolution or this code.
§ 3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
 
JW / BM
LS 1653 / Int. 396-2014
LS# 359
12/7/17 4:45 p.m.
 
 
 


	Int. No. 285
 
By Council Members Richards, Brannan, Salamanca and Holden
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to clean and maintain all medians at least once a year and to create a web-based tracking system
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 1 of Chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-160 to read as follows:
                     § 19-160 Median maintenance. a. For the purposes of this section, the term “median” means the raised area that separates lanes of traffic on a roadway.
                     b. The department shall clean and maintain all medians at least once per year. This provision shall not be construed to conflict with or lessen the department of parks and recreation’s responsibility for maintaining trees and vegetation on medians, pursuant to section 18-104, or with the department of sanitation’s responsibility for maintaining such medians during snowfall or the formation of ice, pursuant to section 16-124.
                     c. The department shall create a web-based system to track its progress in the annual cleaning and maintaining of medians.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
 
SSY
LS # 9233/ Int. no. 1441-2017
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	Int. No. 327
 
By Council Member Rodriguez
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring curb extensions at certain dangerous intersections
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-197.3 to read as follows:
§ 19-197.3 Curb extensions. The department shall establish a curb extensions program.  As part of such program, the department shall identify intersections or parts thereof without curb extensions where such extensions may be implemented that reflect the greatest danger for pedestrians, based upon the incidence of traffic crashes involving pedestrians occurring at such intersections. Commencing in 2019, the department shall annually implement curb extensions on all or part of a minimum of five intersections in each borough identified by the department as part of such program. For the purposes of this section, “curb extension” shall mean an expansion of the curb line into the lane of the roadway adjacent to the curb for at least 15 feet closest to a corner or mid-block where pedestrians are permitted to cross the roadway.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
 
 
KET-PLS
LS 4354/Int. 912-2015
LS 814
1/3/18
 
 


	Int. No. 329
 

By Council Members Rodriguez and Holden
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the condition of bridges, sidewalks and ferries.
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1.  Subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-159 to read as follows:
§19-159 Report on bridges, sidewalks and ferries.  On or before March 31, 2018 and annually on or before March 31st thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the speaker of the council and post on the department’s website a report detailing the condition of bridges that are greater than one quarter mile in length that are under the jurisdiction of the department.  In addition, such report shall include the conditions of all sidewalks under the exclusive jurisdiction of the department whose repair would be required by the department by law, as well as the condition of all ferries under the jurisdiction of the department.  The department shall as part of the report detail the standards used to determine the condition of such bridges, sidewalks and ferries.  For purposes of this section, “bridge” shall mean a span that includes a roadway for use by motor vehicles, that is located above another surface.
§ 2.  This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment into law.
 
LF/NJC
LS#1130 / Int. 454/2014
LS 797
1/5/2017
 
 


	Int. No. 330
By Council Member Rodriguez
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to report a list of all the sidewalks under its jurisdiction.
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Subchapter one of chapter one of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-154.1 to read as follows:
                     §19-154.1 Sidewalk reporting. a. On or before March 1, 2019, the department shall provide a list of sidewalk locations for which the department is responsible for removing snow or otherwise making repairs. Such list shall be updated on the department’s website promptly as any such locations change, but no more than thirty days after any such change.
                     §2.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
 
GZ/LF/NJC
LS 1131/ Int. 453/2014
LS 796
12/21/2017
 
 


Int. No. 438
 
By Council Members Constantinides and Yeger
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to authorizing the painting of curb cuts
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Section 19-111 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
      § 19-111 Curbs and curb cuts. a. All curbs for the support of sidewalks hereafter to be  laid  shall be of the material or materials, dimensions and construction required in department specifications for  such  work,  which  shall  be prescribed by the commissioner and kept on file in his or her office.
b. Notwithstanding any other law, rule, or regulation, it shall be lawful for a property owner to paint a curb cut that was authorized pursuant to a permit from the department. However, this section shall not be construed to allow the painting of any curb for the purpose of unlawfully reserving parking. For the purposes of this section the term "curb cut" shall mean break in a curb to allow access from the roadway and across the sidewalk to a legal parking space within the property line.
§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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	Int. No. 939
 
By Council Members Holden, Ampry-Samuel, Yeger and Ulrich
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the New York City police department from issuing a violation to a vehicle for illegally parking in a driveway without first confirming the legality of such driveway
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Title 14 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 14-176 to read as follows:
§14-176.  Parking Violations and Illegal Driveways.  The department shall not issue a violation to a vehicle for illegally parking in a driveway, pursuant to section 4-08 of title 34 of the rules of the city of new york, unless an officer first confirms that such driveway was legally constructed or modified. 
§2. This local law takes effect 6 months after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 953
 
By Council Members Yeger, Brannan, Holden, Gjonaj, Cohen, Maisel and Ulrich
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to placing greater regulations and restraints on the creation of driveway curb cuts, and providing local community board notification
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
                     Section 1. Section 19-147 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new subdivisions h and i to read as follows:
h. Illegal curb cuts. If a curb cut is created without a permit from the department, the commissioner shall order the owner or owners of the property benefited by such curb cut to correct the violation by either restoring the curb to its proper condition or by obtaining the proper work permits and final sign-off from the department of transportation within 30 days. Failure to correct the violation of a curb pursuant to an order of the commissioner within the time designated therein shall be a continuing violation until such time as the curb is corrected to the satisfaction of the department.  For the purposes of this section, the term “curb cut” shall mean a break in a curb to allow access from the roadway and across the sidewalk to a legal parking space within the property line. 
i.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, within six months of the department of transportation’s becoming aware of an illegal curb cut, the department of transportation shall restore the curb to its original condition, unless the owner restores such curb cut.  The department shall recover the cost of restoring the curb from the owner of any property that benefited from the illegal curb cut, the person responsible for creating the illegal curb cut, or all of such persons.  The recovery of such costs shall be in addition to any civil penalty imposed in accordance with subdivision h of this section.
§ 2. Article 108 of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007 is amended by adding a new section 28-108.4 to read as follows:
§ 28-108.4  Community Board Notification.  Within seven days of receipt of each new application for a permit to create a curb cut, the department shall notify the community board of the community district within which the proposed curb cut would be created of such application. The community board shall have 60 days from the date of notification to submit comments and recommendations to the department with respect to such application.
The department shall consider these comments and recommendations in its decision to grant or deny a permit for a curb cut and shall inspect any location proposed as the location of a curb cut prior to the issuance of a permit to create a curb cut. For the purposes of this section, the term “curb cut” means mean a break in a curb to allow access from the roadway and across the sidewalk to a legal parking space within the property line.
 § 3. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 1015
 
By Council Members Ulrich and Holden
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of buildings to notify police precincts of complaints regarding illegal curb cuts
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 28-103.18.2 to read as follows:
§ 28-103.18.2 Notification of complaints regarding curb cuts and driveways. Within two days of receiving a complaint regarding a curb cut for which the commissioner has not issued a permit pursuant to article 105 of this chapter, the commissioner shall forward such complaint to the appropriate police precinct. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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	Int. No.
 
By Council Members Deutsch and Brannan (by request of the Bronx Borough President)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the curbs adjacent to a fire hydrant or bus stop
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-175.6 as follows:
§ 19-175.6 Curbs adjacent to fire hydrants and bus stops.  a. Notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation, any curb adjacent to a fire hydrant located on a public sidewalk or a bus stop shall be painted the color red. Such curb shall be painted the distance by which a motor vehicle is prohibited from stopping, standing or parking on either side of a fire hydrant or bus stop. For purposes of this section, the term "bus stop" shall mean a location designated by signage for vehicles under the jurisdiction of the metropolitan transit authority to pick up or discharge passengers.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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	Res. No. 103
 
Resolution calling upon the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to widen the George Washington Bridge’s sidewalks. 
 
By Council Members Rodriguez and Levine
                     Whereas, The George Washington Bridge’s sidewalks are the only connection across the Hudson River between New York City and New Jersey for pedestrians, runners, and bicyclists; and
                     Whereas, The paths are heavily used, with an average of 1,700 cyclists and 900 pedestrians crossing each day; and
                     Whereas, The sidewalks are ten feet wide except where the bridge’s suspender ropes pass through, where they are less than seven feet wide; and
                     Whereas, According to Federal Highway Administration guidelines, shared-use paths should be at least ten feet wide and up to fourteen feet wide if they are heavily used; and
                     Whereas, The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey is planning an extensive renovation that will replace all of the bridge’s suspender ropes beginning in 2017 and lasting until 2024; and
                     Whereas, As part of the project, the sidewalks will be replaced and new ramps that will provide access to the sidewalks will be constructed, but the sidewalks will not be widened; and
                     Whereas, New York City has made efforts in recent years to make its roadways safer and more convenient for pedestrians and bicyclists, particularly through the Vision Zero street safety initiative and the expansion of the bicycle lane network; and
                     Whereas, The Port Authority’s own Bicycle Policy states that its goals are to integrate “improved bicycle access” and “safe bicycle lanes,” and to “promote the safe co-existence of motor vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians” at its facilities; and
                     Whereas, The width of the bridge’s sidewalks do not meet federal standards for high-use pedestrian and bicycle paths, and
                     Whereas, The planned renovation project presents a unique opportunity to build sidewalks that would be able to safely and comfortably accommodate the increasing number of pedestrians and bicyclists expected to use the bridge in the decades to come; now, therefore, be it
                     Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to widen the George Washington Bridge’s sidewalks.
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