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COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Good
afternoon, I'm Councilmember Helen Diane Foster,
Chair of the Parks and Recreation Committee. We
are having a hearing, we're voting on--oh, we're
not? Okay, we are having a hearing on proposed
intro 931-A. We will actually vote on the 11 th
before the stated. It is the amendment to 931, is
that instead of Count--excuse me, Count Basie
Place, which is now located between Edgecombe
Avenue and St. Nicholas on West 160 h Street, it
will now be known as Constance Bakely, Baker
Motley Place, and it will replace Count Basie
Place. And it's gone through the community board
and we will vote on that on Tuesday. And |
believe John Heyer, and you will be speaking on
the street renaming? Okay, please have a seat.

[pause] Okay. You may get started. Say your
name for the record, please.

JOHN HEYER: Very good, okay, good.
John Heyer, representing the Society of the
Citizens of Pozzallo. And we are here, along with
the President of the Society, as well as a few
members of the community. Community member Buddy

Scotto as well as a few business leaders, to just
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introduce and show our support for the co-naming
of Henry Street, between Sacket and Union Streets,
in Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn, to the Citizens of

the People of Pozzallo. The reason for this is,

not so much to talk about the citizens that are
currently in this, the town of Pozzallo, but more

so the people that have immigrated to Brooklyn, as
well as all of New York City and the country, in
order to show a heritage link in the community,
which has gone through some change, but also
remains a staple of the Citizens of Pozzallo,

since their society, a not-for-profit 501(c)(3)
organization, is currently home there, and has

been home there since 1919. Now, among the people
that we distinguish in our proposal, which | will
definitely give to you, are people that were

September 11 ™

victims, that were heroic people
that were firefighters. We also have people that
were heroic in World War Il, naval officers. We

go all the way down to people like Santo
Matarazzo, who was a gentleman from the
neighborhood, who helped revive the restoration of

brownstones. He was a plasterer, a sculptor, and

even sculpted a few items that are found today in
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Ellis Island, as well as other parts throughout

the city. So we really have a full range of
different types of people that could all be

brought under the auspices of the Citizens of
Pozzallo. And so in order to distinguish and
recognize each one of them, while not picking one
over the other, we thought that it would be

fitting to instead recognize the citizens of
Pozzallo as a whole. And so for that, we would
like to say thank you. We also have the
recommendation or the support of the community
board, Community Board Six, as well as
Councilmember De Blasio, and the borough
president's office, as well. So, based on that,

if you have questions, thank you; if not, we
appreciate it.

CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you very
much. And as | said, we'll be voting on this on
the 11 ™ and thank you for taking the time to come
out and talk about the rich history. There being
no more testimony--There's one more. No, that's
for the 1:00 o'clock portion of it. Thank you.
There being no more testimony, Parks and

Recreation, this section of it, is closed, and we
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will re-adjourn for the joint committee meeting at

1:00 o'clock. Thank you.
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