The Society of the
Citizens of Pozzallo United, Inc.

a 501(c}(3) Non-Profit Organization founded December 12 1919

504 Henry Street Brooklyn, New York 11231
Tel: 718-625-9295

Email: webmaster@pozzallo-usa.org
\

January 14, 2009

In the interest of preserving NYC's rich cultural and immigrant history for
future generations we, the Society of the Citizens of Pozzallo, respectfully
request that the City of New York Co-Name Henry Street, from Sackett to
Union Streets, “Citizens of Pozzallo Way” in honor of the many

accomplishments the people of Pozzallo have made during their immigration

to Brooklyn, New York City and the Country.

After over a century of time many of the Italian Immigrants from the town
of Pozzallo have helped to make South Brooklyn, NYC and the United
States a better place for all to live. Some of these outstanding individuals

_include War Heroes, Heroes of September 11“‘, Entrepreneurs, Artists,

Football Hall of Famers, Sculptors, Politicians and even a citizen for whom
the Vatican has started the process towards sainthood (beatification).

It is the feeling of the Society of the Citizens of Pozzallo, who have been
located on Henry Street for almost 90 years, that a truly fair tribute to all
these individuals should be done collectively, as not to overshadow one
individual over another. For this reason the name of “Citizens of Pozzallo”
collectively refers to the one thing that all of these outstanding “Citizens”
have in common — their connection to the city of Pozzallo.

W reprét that our urganization was not afforded the oppertunity on ‘twe -
different occasions to present our pej[ition and respond to questions
regarding our request and we appreciate that we now have been given this
opportunity to address you in writing.



‘We began this process with the help of both the Brooklyn Borough President
Marty Markowitz and Councilmember Bill DeBlasio before the new
guidelines for sireet co-naming were issued. However, we feel that our
request does conform to the recent changes in policy of the city council
regarding street co-naming, as well as those of the DOT (both have been
provided for you). You will also find that while Community Board 6 has
only approved street co-naming for individuals, groups and organizations are
allowed within the city’s guidelines. Examples of'such are Abolitionist Place .
on Duffield Street, Avenue of the Immigrants on Allen Street and Court
Officer Memorlal Way, which is in honor of 4 court officers, on Lafayette
Street.

We are not asking for a street to be named in honor of every person from
Pozzallo Italy nor are we asking for a street to be named after our city. We
are asking that the outstanding individuals who have come from Pozzallo .
and whose enduring or lasting interest to large segments of the City’s
population or those who have undertaken an act or acts of enduring or
lasting interest to this community and have reflected on the city of New
York positively, be recognized by their connection as “Citizens of Pozzallo”.

Please find attached copies of the new rules issued by the city council
regarding street co-naming, the DOT rules for co-naming, a sample of six
short bios of the outstanding Citizens of Pozzallo, a letter of endorsement
from the Brooklyn Borough President, our organizationi’s mission statement,
photo of our society located on Henry Street, and a petition of 203
51gna1:ures 47 of which are from Henry Street residents in support of the co-
* nammg

Thank you for your consideration.

f/é) el

Franco Ficili —President
The Society of the Citizens of Pozzallo :



A sampling of some of those individuals of Pozzallo decent that
we wish to honor:

gPejcgr_ Joseph Sigo@was awarded the Merchant Marine Distinguished Service Medal for
meritorious service in the line of duty while serving as Master of SS Gulfprince in 1942.
Sigona was responsible for the 71.000 bbls of crude oil, 8 officers, 34 crewmen on there
way to New York City. After being attacked by a submarine one early morning Sigona
steamed ahead with the enemy craft in pursuit. Captain Sigona kept his ship zigzagging,
and by adroit maneuvers, caused two torpedoes to pass harmlessly astern and two others
ahead. The ship outdistanced the submarine and escaped without damage to herself or
injury to any of her crew. Peter Joseph Sigona was born in Pozzallo Sicily before
immigrating to the South Brooklyn neighborhood of New York City.

Santo Matarazzo/lived on Union Street for over 50 years after immigrating to Brooklyn
from Pozzallo. Mr. Matarazzo brought with him from Sicily his talents as a master
sculptor. Working on art productions and reproductions he was responsible for many
pieces including the giant glob which now graces the grand hall of Ellis Island. Santo
soon became known as “Mr. Brownstone™ for his work in Brownstone restoration and
rehabilitation throughout Brooklyn. When his age no longer permitted him to climb
ladders and do his restoration work Santo turned to sculpting famous individuals
including a bronze statue of William Floyd, signer of the Declaration of Independence,
which stands in Brookhaven Long Island. At the time of his death Mr. Matarazzo was
acclaimed by publications such as the New York Times and remembered for his lasting
influence in Carroll Gardens in the local papers.

< Joseph Agnelloyas a 35 year old member of Ladder 118 of the New York City Fire
Department on the morning of September 11™ 2001, Sadly Joseph was among those
valiant heroes that were lost to us that morning. A proud son of Pozzallo Joseph Agnello
defined what it means to be a hero on the morning of September 11" and will be
remembered as such for all time.

@as the definitive Marvel superhero comics artist and co-author with Stan

Leeof HoW to Draw Comics the Marvel Way (1976). Of all the fictional characters he
drew, he was most renowned for his depictions of Conan the Barbarian and the Silver
Surfer, which he made his own. The son of a barber from Pozzallo, John was raised by
his parents in South Brooklyn and graduated Pratt Institute. Buscema’s visual storytelling
abilities proved highly accomplished: from the 1970s onward his archetypal style, at once
sinewy and elegant, became synonymous with Marvel “look™. Over the next three
decades, at one time or other, he was to illustrate almost every title the company
published, including Thor, Spider-Man, The Fantastic Four and The Avengers. But it was

f with two experimental series i particular that his name became associated: Silver Suifer
and Conan the Barbarian. In the 1970’s, Buscema founded his own art school, teaching a
small group of students the Buscema style in a New York City hotel. Time and time
again John worked to share his talents with future artist and train the young in the
profession of illustration. :




Giorgio La Pira s an Ttalian politician who served as mayor of Florence. He was born
in Pozzallo Sicily to a modest family in 1904. La Pira viewed peace as the only way to
solve the world’s conflicts. From 1971 to 1973 La Pira traveled to New York to protest
the military actions in Viatnam, calling for peace. La Pira was invited to Paris for the
ceremony at the conclusion of the Peace Accords in Vietnam as a result of
efforts. Until his death in 1977, La Pira promoted issues such as disarmament, the
importance of third world development, and tolerance among world religions. In 1986,
the Catholic Church began the process of Giorgio La Pira’s beatification which has lead
to his current cause for Sainthood.

C@ By expanding a small venture into a multi-million dollar business Piero
Selvaggio has been able to bring the food of Italy, with authenticity and style, to the

United States. Immigrating from Pozzallo Sicily to Brooklyn at the age of 18. Working
his way through the restaurant industry, Piero opened his own restaurant Selvaggio and
Valentino. In 1997 his restaurant was rated #1 in Wine Spectator’s list of “America’s 10
Best Italian Restaurants”, was voted “America’s Top Table” among Gourmet magazine’s
readers and was rated #1 by Ruth Reichl, then the restaurant critic of the New York
Times, who praised the restanrant as the best Italian restaurant in America. Piero has been
seen and heard regularly on radio and television shows as a leading source in the field of
Italian foods and wines. Piero is well known for participating in charity events always
keeping his ties with Italy through food, culture, events and activities, finding every
opportunity to be a chef or guest at significant Italian events.
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OFFICE OF THE BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT

MARTY MARKOWITZ
President

June 13, 2008

Honorable Bill de Blasio

Member of the New York City Council
2907 Fort Hamilton Pkwy

Brooklyn, New York 11218

Dear Councﬂ Membet de Blasio:

1 support the efforts of the Society of the Citizens of Pozzallo to have Henry Street from
Sackett Street to Union Street co-named “Citizens of Pozzallo Way.” The Italian
immigrants from the beach town of Pozzallo, Slcﬂy, have long added to the very fabric of
Carroll Gardens and all of Brooklyn. In recognizing the great people of Pozzallo and all
they have contributed in the areas of shipping, masonry, construction, the arts and all
aspects of Brooklyn life I hope that you will endorse this co-naming.

It is my understanding that the Society of the Citizens of Pozzallo have obtained the
necessary signatures from the residents of the above identified block in supportof their>
efforts. Furthermore, the records of my office to date show no objections from the
community or the immediate block regarding this co-naming.

Thank you for your consideration. You may contact Mr. John Heyer, of my office, at
(718) 802-3859, with any questions regarding this issue.

,S/Hl)cerely, ‘ | ,
/ fz/,ww —
Marty Markowﬂz -

MM/jih

Brockiynt Borough Hall 209 Joralemon Street  Brooklyn, New York 11201 718/802-3700 ~ Fax 718/802-3616  www.brooklyn-usa.org



THE COUNCIL
OF
- THE CITY OF NEW YORE
INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION
250 Breacway, 14" Floor
Mew Yorlk, MN.Y. 10087

To: All Members

Ff’om: Robert Newman, Legislative Director

Subject:  Standards and Procedure for Street Co-naming
Date: August. 12, 2008

Attached please find the Council’s Standards and Procedure for Street Co-naming. The
new Standards and Procedure were established in consultation with the Speaker's
Leadership Team, the Rules Reform Working Group, the Democratic Caucus and
Council Member Helen Foster, Chair of the Parks and Recreation Committee. It is
anticipated that the first omnibus biil drafted under the new procedure will be
introduced and considered by the Council by the end of September. To expedite the
process for the first omnibus bill, we will include only those propesed co-names for
which Members currently have pending LS requests. We anticipate considering a
second bill by December of 2008.

i you' have any questions about the new Standards and Procedure, please call Lyle
Frank, Counsel to the Parks and Recreation Commitiee at 212-788-91 88_.
-  Standards for Council Consideration of Street Co-naming. .
Subjects Must Be either:
Individuals who are:
1. Deceased,

2. New York City residents or natives or mdi\nduais of particular importance to New York
City; .

3. Of enduring or lasting interest to large segments of the City’s population or have
undertaken an act or acts of enduring or lasting interest to their community; and

/

4. Whose importance to the City or whose enduring interest is a result of exemplary acts
or achievements which reflect positively on the City. Or

Organizations:



1. Of particular importance to New York City;

M

{f enduring or lasting interest to large segmenis of the City’s population that have
undertaken acts of enduring or lasting interest; and

3. Whose importance to the Ciiy or whose enduring interest is a resuit of exemplary acls
or achievements which reflect positively on the City.

Process for street co-naming

Member would submit an LS request for a proposed sireet co-naming and would be required
to submit significant background inforrmation regarding the subject of the co-naming, including
any negative information of which the member is aware. Members would be strongly urged to
have Community Board approval of the proposed co-naming prior to submitting the LS
request.

Central Staff would do a background analysis of the candidate that would consist of a review
of the submitted information and Lexis/Nexis, Google or other Internet-based searches, as
well as consultation with City historians or other experts when necessary. Staff would also
confirm the district(s) affected by the proposed street co-naming. Staff would produce a
memo outlining the results of the background analysis that would include all positive and
negative/problematic information on the proposed co-naming subject and may flag such
subject as in need of further consideration. Staff may only flag a proposed co-naming subject
for further review if s/ne has first consulted the sponsoring member.

The background analysis as well as all relevant vetting information submitted by sponsoring
Member would be forwarded to all Council members. Members would have no more than
twenty-one days within which fo comment on any proposed co-naming.

Final Determination regarding proposed subjects for co-narﬁings

After the Member comment period, those subjects who have not been ftagged for further
consideration would be included in an omnibus bill. There would be no fewer than two and no
more than four such bills introduced and voted on by the Council each year.

Proposed co-namings that are flagged for further consideration would be submitted to the
Speaker’'s Leadership team for final review. In addition, if during the comment period any -
member raises opposition to a proposed co-naming, that proposed co-naming along with the
opposing member’s opposition comments would be brought before the Leadership Team for
final review. The sponsoring Member may present his/her position to the Leadership team
prior to the final review. If the Leadership team determines that such proposed co-naming did .
not meet the standard for co-naming, then it would not be included in the ofnnibus bilt but -
would, if the sponsoring Member insisted, be introduced individually in a separate bill.



40 Worth Street

New York, N.Y. 10013
Tel: 212/676-0868
Fax 212/442 7007

Jcmeﬁe SOdlk—KhGn Commrssuoner Web wWww. nyc govldot

CEREMONIAL STREET NAMING POLICY

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2003 — UPDATED SEPTEMBER 1, 2007

Local Law Ceremonial Street Naming Process

A person or group sponsors the ceremonial name.

The person or group proposes the ceremonial name to the local Community Board.

The Community Board votes on the ceremonial name.

If the board approves the ceremonial name, it is presented to the City Council Member who

represents the area for inclusion into a Council bill.

5. It is highly suggested that the Council Member designate a small block stretch for the naming
and confirm the location of the placement of the sign with DOT prior to the passage of the
bill.

6. The naming may only contain 36 characters and spaces so that it can adequately fit on a street
sign.

7. Once the City Council passes the bill, it is given to the Mayor for his signature.

DOT will only honor requests for sign installation ceremonies once a local law authorizing

the ceremonial name is signed by the Mayor and such requests must be made by the Council

Member sponsoring the naming.

9. Requests for sign installation ceremonies must be presented to DOT at least three weeks or
more in advance and DOT has final approval of this date.

10. Ceremonies should not be scheduled until the date has been confirmed by DOT.

11. DOT will install ONE street sign at DOT’s expense: In no cases will more than one sign be
installed regardless of the number of blocks named.

12. The sign will be installed at the location designated by the Council Member sponsoring the
legislation and/or the family.

13. DOT will only place the sign on an existing street light pole or pole with an existing street
name signs adhered to it.

14. DOT will have final approval of the placement of the sign.

b

&

Replica Signs

¢ DOT will manufacture one replica sign which is a street sign with the ceremonial name on one

side.
- e The family and Council Member may purchase additional replica si%ns for $32 plus shipping.and
handling. '
o DOT will not ship the additional replica signs to the family until DOT receives full payment for
the additional signs.

DIAL | Gevermment Services
211 | & information for NYC
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FOUMBED: BECERIBER 12,1919

. The Society of the Citizens of Pozzallo was founded
December 12, 1919. During its long and rich 88 year history,
~ this organization has constantly evolved and adapted to the

requirements of its times. Initially, the Society’s primary
objective was to promote fellowship and friendship
among its members and, to educate them to the American
ideals in order to transition them to the American way of life
‘and American citizenship.

Through the passage of time, the Society has evolved into
an organization with new ideals that allow it to make
contributions to the community by providing assistance
to the poor and underprivileged, by promoting the
advancement of education and by contributing to other
orgamzed institutions of saence and medical research

This past May (2007), the Soc1ety achieved a maJor
milestone by obtaining IRS approval to operate as a tax
exempt not for profit 501C-3 community service
organization. This new tax exempt organizational
designation will help improve the Society’s financial
 condition such that it can then implement plans to expand
and intensify activities in the areas of education, arts,
philanthropy, scientific research, community development
and other charitable and cultural activities that will benefit
| the community at !arge |



The Society of the Citizens of Pozzallo is a Brooklyn, New York based 501 (C) (3) Not
For Profit Organization: founded in 1519,

The mission of the Society is to provide programs and services that benefit the
community at large by way of promoting activities for the advancement of education,
culture, arts, scientific résearch, philanthropy and by making charitable contributions that
- lend assistance to the poor the afflicted and the underprivileged.

Another very important mission of the Society is that of prorﬁoting and sponsoring
programs that strengthen and preserve the richness of our Italian heritage, our culture and
our traditions. '

We endeavor to meet the above objectives through direct program initiatives and by
participating as co-sponsor in programs that contribute to the attainment of the above
stated mission. '
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This petition states my support of the sireet co-naming of
Henry Strest between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzallo Way”.

L

BOUNDED DECEMBER 12, 1919

)] / N{ ")r/ Y%7 ?/ A A&, i S }qt N TQ,{/\ N féf”"’ » ﬁ)/é o
2. ’/ 7 4 / qb/[ bl §7 { Mo & J) Z?léf/t-& $7 j’*; i
3

/l 1“‘—--—-;1‘

g L v - - A Ea
”’Uﬂ & fj"— P AR o S o e A "f" 5/ izft

{"

: £ e q 3 ’./5‘1‘! ‘ﬂ; _/";J i
. i D ’; R Tel r.i‘ ' g5 2“’;‘ Easy 2%’&5 Y fhiok

e NE S e s
. E "'!E\ ‘:’gi iwg 549 !—%emm J é;?gy«”{ 'Ei_f‘f’;{ oy

enfrocet

4

5

6. Efen QAN _ Z/7/ / Gy s okt &G e e
7. Leiocds o 2ol er 50 (DT ALy £ o f EZ% J:wa ef'”j § / f’ff‘u'
8

9

, . Y / A
N S Av K)« f!f*”@”“’* 5,;; % ,,»L’x-m,» S Ay ew’“}w Jézq J7 S-‘/ o
S L LY e '

¢ - Py e ’ .
L IR I i /’ e L BV 5
e sl £ (. /éz/;f?_‘f« f..,f ff L j ,! /’-: Ear £ l) W/ ,,L S Pl et e & £ 3

k N 3 rd L aeenn - ” ~
- - ¥ + R B - & . —t - ] L r Vi

' Bl e TS £ ‘“.'T"':-“T‘ : 7 S e ”’/’“‘

10 i i RN ;‘”T,f"’g“*p Sl Era A N i x S e AT

11, i Downs 77 Mﬂiiﬂ F 3 mw., ol
12. 'W)wml-u}, i &%\k /Jn,u;,%}-A 1‘?%./ ";L,h/u “”/1/_/@'&”
13 Z,/ 44 j‘* . ‘5:{;&1\)\) g ﬁ ‘3 LE’\)‘L{J ‘ ;‘ fm“~§_.)fu(.‘i« h‘ "3,%&/{

- " LA - e s 1_4-t",'1‘. £ e R
14 G, Ut yar ; 2 !a-\ff*?"uw“ii \..';_,5_ (o e . f/’{?*/ v

\__.ﬂ e " -

1

{::-“‘ : H ’ z / /{' DN ’ . e V - : -
]‘ 5 * {‘!‘i’;;'{:" 5 ¥ ~ {g:},‘,ﬁn‘: r Jﬂj ?!-%' ‘2 g 4 ;}’r “.:3 1\‘ L W{ ‘:) L ", {,a(‘g
{ . Ve

v
17 Lo ){1 e 205 Ullod 57 %W 23]
| & “ | /




L] L] L

-]

a 2 &

\D@G\J@\'}ﬁ&.wi\)@

»—Ab-«sb-u-ay-m»%n-ar—-&h-drma
.\‘F’“E"?:‘}*P"Nt‘“‘.@

e [ ——
,&U*\ {35 EHJ* Cﬂ;gﬁ v
L’_ﬁfi’;ﬂ_;mﬂ

This petition states my support of the strest co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzailo Way”.
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This petition states my suppor? of the street co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzalls Wap™.
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m Street C @mW@miﬁg Petition

This petition states my support of the street co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Bmoklyn NCW York to "‘Cmmm of Pozzallo Way”.

* BQUNDED DECEMBER 12,1919
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@mz@ﬁ@g Petition

This petition states my suppor? of the street co-naming of
Henry Sireet between Sackett Street and Union Sireet in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzallo Way™.
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@gﬁ%ﬁ@@% @@m%@mmg Petition

This petition states my support of the street co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzalleo Way”.
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This petition states my support of the street co-naming of
Henry Strest between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzallo Way™.
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\ Street Co- W@mmg Petition

This petition states my support of the street co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzallo Way™.

EQUWDED DECEMBER 12, 1919
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Sitreet @:@m@f@mimg Petition

This petition states my suppors of the street co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzalle Way”. -

FOUNDED DECEMEER 14, 19419
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Street Co W@mmg Pefition

“This petition states my suppori of the street co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzallo Way”.
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_wf{m“ Sim@i Co-"Naming

' Petition
This petition states my support of the street co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzello Way”.

FOUNDED DECEMBER 12, 1919

Vo 2o DA Jl5 12387 BRoosin, 11227
2. ﬁ‘r@\\/\(’ g2 (%Q R 4l Yol Mewt 90 \\«?*’h i b! in>i |
3. @rdﬁ }3/L9dﬁdh MV%{WFViGR@FLW/ /%’}uiﬁ
4. B
5

oo i ;J; P P
T s

Lﬁ&ﬁh&‘?dud J“[f F 5> ,"ﬁ GAA L il el
C Fodia Cowia (4%6 REET PGV z/f/ HE?S”
6. dndweny  (oddligh, [%57- 285 fh’c’c%kt,,, N o0y
7. lm%kﬂémt )hﬂwbbﬁ_ (O fALQMMWfC&Uo %Av /@)9
8. dows Dilhle 0o ymsproders on &1 s

; ; 7

9. SOﬂl}@f}{%ﬂ\. ALL R R A RN A Y v kel Si. S wt:ju ‘
10. ol Siin 7oy Cordias BN Bh ) e
il. Oﬁhqghz@/,.-u,)ij_m A /,JM,KATM / /Oﬁimzé¢;<; 7123
12 N TR % f}vf’f 5 -Z FZRD |

/Ofm’/(¢‘“‘ (fl?fb( 4.0 ,. \}45‘/‘[5/ G /féﬁ //4’2_
A4 L é’;/\kf’ﬁ) Qél/ﬁzlé/’/”yl/c‘*,f’f‘h 26 9//5///”/% _é//oy/
'15 @wO‘mWwi\wwﬁ g0 | 5&&&-&«.i6¢ snLKLM 0[_sz
16. gupifbosco plF2ze 2 nod wﬂpf s 8T, WY Jo3/ 7
17. /HL)\' fft}\,r’] TEANTIND (2(/¢ L0 fhiew T" %/[w« NY, tzek




Y
[u—

12.
13.
14.
15.

' Sireet C@@%@‘mé@ﬁ Petition

This petition states my suppori of the street co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzallo Way”,

FOU"'{DED DECERMBER 12, 1317
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This petition states my support of the street co-naming of
Henry Street between Sackett Street and Union Street in
Brooklyn, New York to “Citizens of Pozzallo Way”.
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THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No, — % Res No.
: ¥ in faver [ in opposition

Date: ;/;/‘fj r}?
) | (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: QV}V’ /\Iévf"?f
- D
35 3 «i}om% 5/
Fa 7‘ / \ y
I represent: T s of lhaez P //é

Address: S‘ﬂ ¥ //'é’/?:;{ 5?7{'.

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-gt-Arms ‘

Address:




