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Good morning Chair Reyna and members of the Rules, Privileges and Elections Committee.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. My name is Chris Keeley, Associate Director
of Common Cause/New York and I am joined by Andrea Senteno, Program Associate of
Citizens Union, and we are hete on behalf of the New York State Coalition for Voter
Patticipation and Fair Flections. We thank you for the opportunity to speak today regarding
appointment hearings for Commissioners of the Board of Elections in the City of New
York. Below as out testimony we would like to read a copy of the letter that our coalition
prepared and forwarded to the committee for yout consideration.

As 2008 is now behind us, preparations are being made at all levels of government for the
new yeat. Here in New York City, district leaders of the major patties have submitted the
names of commissioners to be appointed (or teappointed) to the Boatd of Flections of the
City of New Yotk (City Board) before the expiration of the commissioners™ terms at the end
of the last month. Pursuant to New York State Election Law, the New York City Council is
responsible for appointing election commissionets from these party recommendations, and
the Rules, Privileges & Elections Committee is ‘responsible for the initial consideration of
nominees and approving theit nomination before conslderatlon and approval by a full vote
of the City Council.

The New York State Citizens Coalition for Voter Participation and Fair Elections (Coalition)
' is a2 nonpartisan ad-hoc coalition dedicated: to enfranchising the electorate and improving the
.conduct of elections. Our organizations, many of which intetact regularly with the State and
City Boards, recognize the importance of election commissioners at the state level, and,
‘more importantly, at the local level in ensuting greater access to the polls, accurate and
secure vote counts, and thorough and timely voter education. We believe that the Rules
Committee members’ role in vetting these nominees and determining whether they ate
qualified to run our ‘election system is im‘pottant and should receive increased attention.

Given the significant tole that City Board commissioners play in the clty’ s electoral process
and the administration of elections, the pubhc and the Coalition knows vety little about City
Board commissioners, their election experience and positions on city election issues. The
approval hearings held by the Rules Committee present councilmembers and votets with the
greatest oppertunity to.learn more about the nominees;.not enly. theit views. on.clection. .
issues, but also their background and knowledge about tunning an agency and administering -
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elections. The Coalition urges you and your co]leagues to use the upcoming nomination
hea_nngs as 4 way to gain better insight into the candidates and create a tecord of theit
: comnmrnent to upholdmg the integrity of our votes.

Along those ]ines we would like to offer alist of recoﬁjmended questions or discussion
areas that would be televant to explore with nominees durmg yout proceedings. We
_encourage you 'and the Comhittee t6 use; ‘thie.follewiti fecommendations o g4 Hetter |
knowledge about each nominee and tbejr qua]lﬁcatlons for the Jmportant position to which
they have been norn.tnated

1. Previous experience in particular, voting-rights, election-related experience and

auditing expetience; '

Goals and priorities for election refortn in the city;

Priorities fot improving the curtent Crty Board structure or practices;

Knowledge of the current City Board structure and commissioner’s responsibilities;

Experience with community outteach and public education and demonstrated

willingness to work with community representatives to ensute appropnate outreach

and education formats;

6. Familiarity with current voting rights and elecuon administration issues, including,
but not limited to, machine selection, the voter database, poll worker recruitment
and training, requirements under the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (IHHAVA) and
other federal voting rights requitements, and preparation for the upcoming elections;

7. Specify how the City Board can utilize innovative technology to expand its voter
education and outreach;

8. Some form of disclosure of conflicts of interest - i.e. relationship to county patty
organization and election-related activities on behalf of specific candidates;

9. Whether the nominee would support making the City Board more transparent and
accountable to the public through webcasting their meetings, agreeing to be placed in
the Mayor’s Management Repotts or other measutes;

10. As the Board moves towatds replacing its stock of lever machines for the upcoming
2009 elections, their thoughts on what voting system should take its place;

11. Experience with computers, especially with respect to vulnerabilities and security
issues; and

12. Thoughts about procedures that will assute the public that the selection and
management of a new voting system for the city and protocols for mandated post-
election audits will be transparent and thorough enough to ensure public conﬁdence
and protect the mtegnty of the election process.

W

We would also urge the committee to request a written statement from each nominee
detailing their thoughts on the above issues that would be forwarded to the committee and
made public befote your confirmation heatings. We believe this will both underscore the
renewed importance of the Commissioners’ role in electton administration and help hold
them accountable throughout thelr possfble terms.

Out groups appreciate yout consrderatlon of these recormnendatlons and hope:that you will
incorporate thetn into your protocol for future nomination heatings for City Board
eomnnssmners We welcombe the opportumty to Work with you and your colleagues towards
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achieving meaningful election reform, and look forwazd to partnering with you in the future

on this and other important issues.
Signatots

Asian American Legal Defense and
Education Fund

Margaret Fung, Executive Director

99 Hudson Street-12F

New York, NY 10013-2815

Center for Independence of the
Disabled, NY

Susan M. Dooha, Executive Director
841 Broadway, Suite 301

New York, NY 10003

Citizens Union

Dick Dadey, Executive Director
299 Broadway, Suite 700

New York, NY 10007

Common Cause/New York
Susan Lerner, Executive Ditector
155 6™ Avenue, 4™ Floot

New York, NY 10013

Demos

Miles Rapoport, President
220 Fifth Avenue, 5™ Fl.,
New York, NY 10001

E-Voter Project
Howard Stanislevic, Founder
New York, NY

The League of Women Voters of the
City of New York :

Gladys Krasner, Co-Chair

Adrienne Kivelson, Election Specialist
150 Broadway, 14th Floor

New York, N.Y. 10038 ’

New Yotk Civil Liberties Union
Palyn Hung, Staff Attomey-

125 Broad Street

New Yotk, NY 10004

The New York Immigration Coalition
Alan Kaplan, Civic and Electoral
Participation Programs Coordinator
137-139 West 25th Street, 12th Floor
New York, NY 10001

New York Public Interest Research
Group, Inc.

Neal Rosenstein, Government Reform
Coordinator

9 Murray Street, 3rd Floor

New York, NY 10007

New York Statewide Senior Action
Council

 Pearl Reeves

Professional Staff Congress
(PSC)/CUNY

Ron Hayduk

61 Broadway, 15® Floor
New York, N.Y. 10006

Task Force on Election Integrity of
Community Church of New York
Teresa Hommel, Chairwoman

‘Women's City Club of New York

Barbara Zucker, Vice President for Public
Policy

Marjorie Kelleher Shea, Elections
Specialist

307 Seventh Avenue, #1403

New York, NY 10001
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