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Good morning, Chair Avella, Chair Katz, City Council Members, Ladies and Gentlemen.

My name is John Young, and | am the Director of the Queens Office of the Department of City
Planning. On behalf of City Planning Director, Amanda Burden, | am very pleased to be here this
morning to present the Department’s efforts to update zoning designations for 220 blocks in the
Laurelton neighborhood in southeast Queens. | am joined by Liz Errico who will present our

rezoning proposal to you.

The Laurelion rezoning proposal is a comprehensive effort to provide zoning designations that
more closely match building patterns and will ensure more predictable and orderly development. It
will complement rezonings that the City Council has adopted for two adjacent communities —
Brookville, which was rezoned in 2004, and Cambria Heights, rezoned in 2005. This rezoning is
the 30" one that City Planning has sponsored since 2002 to protect the character of Queens’
cherished neighborhoods and build on the borough’s strengths. With the Laurelton rezoning,

more the 3,900 blocks will have been rezoned in Queens, or more than one-quarter of the

borough.

As you learn in today’s hearing, if you are not already aware, Laurelton is a very well-tended and
beloved Queens community, and its desirability has in recent years caused a worrisome increase
in new development, since much of it has been out-of-context with traditional building types and
density. For this proposal, the Department has developed a carefully delineated rezoning strategy
to ensure that future housing more closely corresponds to established development patterns of
one- or two-family residences that predominate in most of the neighborhood, while allowing
moderate density, mixed-use developments to strengthen a portion of the community’s main street
— Merrick Boulevard — where residential use is currently prohibited. The proposal will also update
commercial overlay designations to ensure that non-residential uses do not encroach on

residential block portions. This contextual rezoning is consistent with many of the Department’s



recent rezoning efforts to support orderly growth that curbs inappropriate development and

provides for targeted future development opportunities to strategicaily spur reinvestment.

Protecting the low-density and appealing qualities of the Laurelton neighborhood has been an
important goal for its many very committed civic groups, including the Concerned Citizens of
Laurelton and the Federated Blocks of Laurelton, as well Community Board 13 and local elected
officials. It has been the Department's privilege to have worked closely and intensively with them
for more than three years to shape and refine this proposal. We know it has taken a considerable
effort to reach this point, with substantial discussion and debate, but we could not have made it
here without their contributions. Likewise Councilmember James Sanders Jr. has provided
valuable leadership and advocacy during the rezoning process, and we are very grateful for his

partnership in achieving consensus on the proposal.

Following the June 2™ certification of the proposal, we are very pleased with the support received
from Community Board 13, as well as Borough President Helen Marshall, and thank them for
expediting their reviews of the proposal. We know how important it is for the community

stakeholders that the rezoning proposal be implemented as quickly as possible.

We hope that you, too, will support this well-considered rezoning initiative to reinforce the built

character and development patterns of the highly prized Laurelton neighborhood.

Now Liz will review the details of the proposal.



o7

ST

SCRNSE g
. @/Z\A 5000@

LAt

Ii:] 1-Family Detached /

2-Family Detached

1-2 Family Semi-detached
1-2 Family Attached

2 Multi-family Apartment

[ ] Mixed Use
Commercia¥/Retail

E;: Public Facilities

E::] Open Space/Recreation
| Industrial/Marmifacturing
(] Transportation/Utility

Parking

Vacant Land

Alunoo nesseypy

LB Existing Zoning
[~/ Proposed C1-3

QQ Proposed C2-3
®®A< 7 XA 2

e oy Plamning Laurelton Rezoning
4ntanze ueens Office 4 . u "
L AR Existing Zoning




radlh\

i

NN\
WA

> R
\\> BTN/

T

TR

i

|

Ve

“U@

[ ] 1-Family Detached
2-Family Detached
1-2 Family Semi-detached
-2 Family Attached
Multi-family Apartment
Mixed Use

ommercial/Retail

[ ] Public Facilities

[:} Open Space/Recreation
industrial/Manufaciuring
Transportation/Utility

Parking
Vacant Land

Proposed Zoning

7 —

1 =4

iGN

Existing Zoning
Proposed C1-3
B Proposed G2-3

2 AL

8l

Laurelton Rezoning

June, 2008

Proposed Zoning
And Land Use




B0UBMO][Z DB %0 SapnjoLy ,

n Buijjam Bunjem Buljiem Buljjom Bupe
S ,_o.__o%m Buiiemp Jed | | Buijemp Jed | wod || Bunempued | | Buiempied | | perelen-esn od s .“_ogw _oemuc%m
08 < $10] 10}
0P e i 8°be1 | s 8°bo1 1:as
: o.w.v .,w.o_ F'lbel 1 :as uiw g ‘[ejol L uiw G ‘lejol uni G ‘jelo) | palinbey uw | ulw g ‘rerol pleA
4o panbe. ujw QL "baig | Sl EL £l “balg &1 "baig SUON S ‘[B101 £ 1 £1 “ba1g | 8pIS WU
pa 8 “'bal z eg “bal g 12q “bal z 18q
BLON
syidep “[pe g syydap “[pe . ‘ . . ) ‘
yeq eq1snw |z '1eq 6q 1snuw Xew 0g 10| Xew 0g 10| | XBW 0z 10| pesinbey pIEA
_ . Wwaoelpe | yim Sl jusoelpe | yum | Juadtelpe | yum Sl Gl
tdep '.g< tdep *g< dnsui7 ‘.0t dn su Lot dnauinig) BUON o1 LNty
s fpe § 16 ‘peylg T T T
10| Ybnos
g louaul o i i i o 0G1 oney
-409 S10] %GS %GE %08 %GE soeds Usd abeionog 107
lauioo-2409
sugd aue|d Wby
OF e G GE G GE ainsodxe SE 9insodxa Buipng “Xew
s M3 i
WhieH
Or e Je i i A2 - e Kerd llemieans
Xew
BYIo g1 ByYIo 81 1BYIO 81 i BYo 81 LM 10 Ul
184 S2 100 7 SE 190 O 52 OF 190 Ob Ov UIPIM 10T Uiy
1BU10 004° 1 U0 00L°L ‘ 210 002°} . ‘ i 1OUID 004t , 199} alenbs U
190 6262 190 66 Geee 180 008'C e 0os’e g oogg | O08¢E BlY 107 ‘UIN
) . . ) . . i . . (dvd) oney
02 80 90 +9°0 90 G0 0t 90 g0 2oy J00L]
-o%bﬁmmmmc Alwe SO
sadA | Alluied -om1 Apuweg-om ] Jo 0 mw_p omw.mn_o -o__,_._.,.r @M__m Allwed -auQ [BIDJBLILLON sadAt Apwe4-auQy s85N
Buisnoy 1w pue -suQ |Iv -8U0) payorlaq weg -8UQ poYoEIaq payorela(] Aneay pue BuISNOH |y psyorlaQ papwiad
: aAllowomny
10 payselaq
asd ard Xey L-gY vEH veu 1-80 Z-g4H rA%) Jousiq Buiuoz

s)oLisig pasodold

ti

v

sioLasIq bunsixg

800¢ ‘sunp

Heys uosiiedw o bujuoz uoydine







o
L »/wm S

mwwm . : m@ Wx
. ﬁww W -
e o - > mmw%wm,mw »v
5 .
2 3 %

vxmmw . Mww
@ : S

. ‘ .
o % ok o
Lo
¢ MW,WMM Amw,w Nww.

L L ../.& M//NW; . /WW .

s BB

’ O e . C

(o X ///« < M%WWW

7 o
% ﬁ.,\ﬂ. D, wywwgyﬁﬁ N Wv ’ - ,M@»v \ww




.

et
L

|
.

-
i .
.
. .

S

- m// ,w\,

- i’tfﬁ%.

-~

i
e

i

5 \.v,&% »w\\wu WMW@,@W.W ,
o

L

/Q\x

o

o

o

g

.23/%3\

e
e
i

. - , AW»%WMM 3 % 55
m&%%ww%%%%%ﬁ%ﬂ - ‘ Mw,w/ww \

. .
i

v

i
Sk




S

G

o

.

Mwwa .

i

G

m. m
NV\% i

52 Zerescancanma

.
N

A

n;

9 mmw
VMWMMMM\,\WMM :
Mﬁfww .
M/‘W..Vu... : : : /»Mm..

ey




.

-

- W,?&M
e

ok

i
e

&




