MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE:  A LOCAL LAW to amend the New York city charter, in relation to authorizing the department of transportation to extend the expiration date of the operating authority of certain unsubsidized private bus services 

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
This local law would amend subdivision b of section 378 of the New York City Charter to authorize the department of transportation to extend the expiration date of the operating authority of certain unsubsidized private bus services until June 30, 2009.  
REASONS FOR SUPPORT:

The franchise contracts of two private bus companies that do not receive a subsidy from the City are set to expire on June 30 of this year:  Private One of New York, LLC, d.b.a., New York Airport Service (NYAS) and Private Transportation Corp.  NYAS transports passengers between Manhattan and LaGuardia and Kennedy Airports and between the two airports.  Private Transportation Corp. (Bus Route B-110) transports passengers between Williamsburg and Borough Park in Brooklyn.  

The Mayor has determined that there is a need to extend the operating authority of these bus companies in order to promote the public interest, enhance the health, welfare and safety of the public and stimulate commerce by ensuring the continued availability of unsubsidized private bus service and enhancing the City’s transportation network.  

The Department of Transportation, with the approval of the Franchise and Concession Review Committee, is authorized to extend the operating authority of these non-subsidized, private bus companies until June 30, 2008, pursuant to Local Law 30 of 2007.  This local law would allow for an extension of the operating authority of these non-subsidized bus companies until June 30, 2009 while the City undertakes a process to award new franchises for the service currently provided by such companies.   The City Council has passed an authorizing resolution for this purpose. 
Accordingly, the Mayor urges the earliest possible favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted,









Eddie Bautista
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