Int. No. 395

By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Foster, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Mendez, Nelson, Seabrook, Weprin, Mark-Viverito, Lappin, McMahon, Liu, White Jr., Recchia Jr., Vallone Jr., Vacca, Martinez, Gioia, Garodnick, Rivera, Monserrate and Comrie

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the creation and implementation of a comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan for the city of New York.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of the New York city charter is amended by adding thereto a new section 20 to read as follows:


§20. Comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan.  a.  By September 15, 2006, the mayor shall designate a person within the office of the mayor to implement the provisions of this section so as to achieve environmental sustainability in New York city. For the purposes of this section, “environmental sustainability” shall mean a state in which human priorities of social and economic development do not conflict with the protection and functioning of the natural environment.  


b.  (1) The person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall, no later than March 15, 2008, complete and provide to the mayor, the speaker of the council and the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan advisory committee created pursuant to subdivision c of this section, and post on the city’s website, a comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan for the city of New York, which shall take into consideration sustainable economic and social development.  Such plan shall contain, at a minimum:


(i) goals for substantially furthering the city’s environmental sustainability associated with, at a minimum, the following categories: climate protection, air quality, energy efficiency and conservation, water quality, waste reduction and recycling, toxins and hazardous materials, transportation, and open space, land use and natural resources;

(ii) for each goal adopted pursuant to subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, measurable indicators of environmental sustainability, and 5-year, 10-year and 20-year targets for each indicator;  

(iii) for each indicator identified pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph, an identification of policies and practices that the city will implement to meet each associated target, including, but not limited to, any new programs, policies or rules deemed necessary or useful to meet such targets, as well as a schedule, including interim milestones, for the implementation of such policies and practices, in addition to  identifying any legislative proposals that would be necessary or useful to meet such targets; 


(iv) a review of the city, state and federal policies and practices, including the city’s public funding, to identify such policies and practices that may adversely affect or may be used to enhance the city’s ability to meet the targets established pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph; and


(v) a response to the advisory committee’s recommendations and comments regarding the draft comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan, submitted pursuant to paragraph four of subdivision c of this section.


(2) The person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall, no later than November 15, 2009, and no later than November 15 of every year thereafter, report on a citywide basis the progress made during the previous fiscal year, and the overall progress made, towards achieving the goals and targets adopted pursuant to subparagraphs (i) and (ii), respectively, of paragraph one of this subdivision, and, where relevant and appropriate, shall report on such progress with respect to specific communities or zip code areas.


(3) The person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall, no later than November 15, 2013, November 15, 2018, November 15, 2023 and November 15, 2028, respectively, publish a comprehensive review of the city’s implementation and execution of the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan, which shall include, at a minimum:


(i) whether the targets adopted pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of paragraph one of this subdivision have been met, and for any target that has not been met, the reason why such target has not been met and policies or practices that the city will implement to meet such target; 



(ii) new or revised indicators that will be incorporated into the plan, in addition to new or revised policies or practices that the city will implement to meet the associated targets; 



(iii) any new or revised categories, goals or targets that will be incorporated into such plan, including, where a category, goal or target is being revised, an explanation of the need for such revision; and



(iv) costs and cost savings associated with policies and practices that the city has implemented to meet the targets set forth in the plan.



c. A comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan advisory committee shall be established, which shall provide recommendations to the person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section regarding the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan.
(1) Such advisory committee shall be comprised of thirteen members, six of whom shall be appointed by the speaker of the council and seven by the mayor.  Members shall not be employees of the city of New York, shall be appointed within forty-five days after the effective date of this section and shall serve without compensation.  Such members shall be selected so as to achieve a broad range of expertise on issues related to environmental sustainability and shall include environmental and public health experts, economists and representatives of business interests, community-based organizations and environmental organizations.  The chairperson shall be elected by the members of the advisory committee from amongst such members.  Any vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment for the remainder of the unexpired term.  The person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section, or such city agency or office as deemed appropriate, may provide staff to assist such advisory committee. The advisory committee shall be deemed established upon the appointment of six of its members and any action taken within the scope of its authority shall be deemed an action of the advisory committee.  

(2) Members of the advisory committee shall serve until three months after the date upon 

which the person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section completes the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan, after which time the committee shall cease to exist. 

(3) No later than March 15, 2007, the chairperson of the advisory committee shall submit 

a report containing preliminary recommendations to the person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section, the mayor and the speaker of the council regarding the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan, which shall include, but not be limited to, appropriate categories, goals, indicators and targets that the city should adopt in the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan, as well as policies and practices that the city should implement to help achieve such targets.  

(4) The advisory committee shall submit recommendations and comments regarding the draft comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan, including any recommended changes to such draft plan, to the person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section, the mayor and the speaker of the council.

d.  (1) No later than September 15, 2007, the person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall complete and submit to the mayor, the speaker of the council and the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan advisory committee, in draft form, the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan, and shall post such draft plan on the city’s website.  

(2) The draft plan shall include a response to each preliminary recommendation of the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan advisory committee, submitted pursuant to paragraph three of subdivision c of this section, and where any recommendation has not been incorporated into the draft plan, a reason for such omission.


(3) The person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section, in coordination with the comprehensive environmental sustainability action plan advisory committee, shall conduct at least one public hearing in each borough of the city to accept public testimony on the draft plan, which hearings shall be held at such times as will maximize the opportunity for members of the general public to participate.  The general public shall be made aware of such hearings through public notice, which shall include, but not be limited to, advertisements in local newspapers, information placed on relevant websites, and through correspondence to each community board in the borough where the hearing will be held.  


(4) The person designated by the mayor pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall accept written comments on the draft plan for ninety days following its submission as required by paragraph one of this subdivision.


§2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon its enactment into law.
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