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          1  PLANNING, DISPOSITIONS AND CONCESSIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Good morning,

          3  everyone. Welcome to the Subcommittee on Planning,

          4  Dispositions and Concessions, Subcommittee of the

          5  Land Use Committee of the New York City Council.

          6  Today's date is Wednesday, November 14th. My name is

          7  Dan Garodnick, I'm the Chair of this Subcommittee.

          8                 I'm joined today by Committee Members

          9  Sara Gonzalez of Brooklyn and Vincent Ignizio of

         10  Staten Island.

         11                 We have a very short agenda today,

         12  it's two items, Land Use No. 506 and 507.

         13                 Carol Clark of HPD I believe will be

         14  introducing the first item, Land Use 506. We'll open

         15  the hearing on that.

         16                 Non-ULURP No. 20075583 HAK. Several

         17  addresses in the Borough of Brooklyn, and in the

         18  district of Council Member Darlene Mealy.

         19                 So, Ms. Clark, if you would go ahead

         20  and introduce this item, we'd appreciate it.

         21                 MS. CLARK: Thank you, Chair

         22  Garodnick.

         23                 Yes, LU 506 consists of the proposed

         24  disposition of ten vacant City-owned lots, which are

         25  located at 84-86 92-98 110 124 Marion Street, and
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          2  17-19 Sumpter Street, under HPD's New Foundations

          3  Program.

          4                 The proposed developer, a joint

          5  venture with the Housing Partnership for Central

          6  Brooklyn, and the Community Developers, Inc., will

          7  construct 11 three-family homes for a total of 33

          8  dwelling units for sale to eligible purchasers.

          9                 Council Member Mealy has reviewed the

         10  project with us and indicated her support.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 So, the New Foundations Program, this

         14  is a sale program, and two eligible purchasers, you

         15  said?

         16                 MS. CLARK: That's right, and it's new

         17  construction.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: How do you

         19  become eligible?

         20                 How do you become eligible?

         21                 MS. CLARK: You qualify by making an

         22  application to HPD.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Are there any

         24  other qualifications?

         25                 MS. CLARK: Yes. There are income
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          2  targets which have been agreed upon in this

          3  particular instance.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: What are

          5  those?

          6                 MS. CLARK: Four of the homes, the 11

          7  homes, will be targeted for families of four who

          8  earn 63 percent of the area median income. One home

          9  is for a family that earns up to 70 percent of the

         10  area media income. And six homes are agreed upon for

         11  families of four that earn up to 99 percent of the

         12  area median income.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: And the

         14  process by which, you said it was Community

         15  Development, Inc?

         16                 MS. CLARK: That's right, Community

         17  Developers, Inc., right.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Developers,

         19  Inc. The process by which they were selected was

         20  what?

         21                 MS. CLARK: They qualified by

         22  submitting their qualifications on a New Foundations

         23  round that was published in August of 2005.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay, thank

         25  you.
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          2                 Other questions?

          3                 Okay, seeing none, we will close the

          4  hearing on Land Use 506, non-ULURP No. 20075583 HAK,

          5  and open the hearing on Land Use No. 507, non-ULURP

          6  No. 20075584 HAK. This is one address at 812 Quincy

          7  Street in Brooklyn, and it's part of the Dollar

          8  Homes Program.

          9                 Let me just backtrack for one second

         10  and ask you about 506. Did you indicate that Council

         11  Member Mealy is supportive of Land Use 506?

         12                 MS. CLARK: Yes, sir. She has

         13  indicated her support of LU 506.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay, thank

         15  you.

         16                 So, on to Land Use 507. Non-ULURP

         17  20075584, if you could go ahead and introduce that

         18  item.

         19                 MS. CLARK: Yes, and I'm joined, I

         20  might add, by Sal D'Avola, who is the Executive

         21  Director of Restored Homes. He's here to offer

         22  testimony that will follow my testimony.

         23                 LU 507 consists of the proposed

         24  moderate rehabilitation of a vacant one-family home,

         25  located, as you noted, at 812 Quincy Street under
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          2  HUD's Asset Control Area Program.

          3                 In accordance with an agreement

          4  between HPD and HUD, FHA foreclosed vacant one- to

          5  four-family houses in asset control areas are sold

          6  to Restored Homes HDFC. In collaboration with HPD,

          7  Restored Homes oversees the rehabilitation of the

          8  buildings and the marketing process, which

          9  identifies eligible purchasers.

         10                 Today HPD is here seeking the

         11  Council's approval of a ten-year UDAAP tax exemption

         12  for this project at 812 Quincy Street. Council

         13  Member Mealy has been briefed but has not indicated

         14  support for this as of yet.

         15                 I do have an image of the building of

         16  the Sergeant-At-Arms wants to share it with Council

         17  Committee members.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you.

         19  Yes, we will take a look at that. Thank you, Mr.

         20  D'Avola.

         21                 MR. D'AVOLA: Good morning. My name is

         22  Salvatore D'Avola, and I'm the Executive Director of

         23  Restored Homes Housing Development Fund Corporation,

         24  a non-profit organization working in conjunction

         25  with HPD and HUD to oversee the rehabilitation and
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          2  sale of homes previously foreclosed by HUD. Working

          3  with community-based, non-profit and for-profit

          4  organizations, Restored Homes and HPD are seeking to

          5  remove blighted buildings throughout many New York

          6  City neighborhoods and provide affordable housing.

          7                 I'm here today to speak in support of

          8  Land Use No. 507, which is before the Subcommittee

          9  for approval of a ten-year tax exemption, real

         10  estate tax exemption.

         11                 Restored Homes purchased this vacant

         12  building from HUD through their Dollar Homes Asset

         13  Control Area Program with the intent to renovate the

         14  home and sell it to a qualified moderate income

         15  family interested in becoming a home owner.

         16                 The property located at 812 Quincy

         17  Street in the Bedford Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn

         18  is one of 22 buildings Restored Homes has purchased

         19  from HUD over the past year.

         20                 The other 21 buildings which are

         21  located in Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island and the

         22  Bronx have already received the City Council's

         23  authorization for a tax exemption. 812 Quincy Street

         24  is the remaining building to receive the tax

         25  exemption. The tax exemption action before the City
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          2  Council seeks to assist with maintaining the

          3  affordability of owning the homes.

          4                 I'm happy to answer any questions you

          5  may have for me. Thank you for your time.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you. You

          7  say that this is the very last property under the

          8  Dollar Homes?

          9                 MR. D'AVOLA: It is the last of the 22

         10  homes that we have purchased.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay, thank

         12  you.

         13                 And Restored Homes, this is the --

         14  just to take a step back on the asset control area

         15  interaction with Restored Homes, Restored Homes has

         16  been responsible for all of the other properties as

         17  well; is that correct?

         18                 MR. D'AVOLA: Correct.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Okay.

         20                 So, this is the last in the series of

         21  22 applications?

         22                 MR. D'AVOLA: Correct.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: And it's an

         24  application, as we understand it, for a ten-year

         25  UDAAP, and it would be for -- say one more time as
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          2  to how many people or what the home has space for,

          3  it's a one-family?

          4                 MR. D'AVOLA: This is a two-family

          5  home.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Two-family you

          7  said, okay.

          8                 Now, it's also our understanding that

          9  Council Member Mealy has not indicated her support,

         10  and so we are going to hold up on voting on this

         11  item today. It is the feeling of this Committee that

         12  we'd like to understand her views on the subject

         13  before we were to go forward one way or the other.

         14                 I don't know if there are other

         15  questions on this item from any other members of the

         16  Committee, but if not, we will close the hearing on

         17  this item, Land Use No. 507, non-ULURP No. 20075584,

         18  and for the purposes of today, we will vote only on

         19  Land Use No. 506. But we have now had a hearing on

         20  both of those items, so that's all we're voting on

         21  today, 506, one item, the Chair recommends an aye

         22  vote. It makes it really simple. I ask the Counsel

         23  to call this one.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair

         25  Garodnick.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: I vote aye.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          4  Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          7  Ignizio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: On the

          9  Chairman's recommendation, I vote aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         11  three in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         12  abstentions. The items are referred to the full Land

         13  Use Committee.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON GARODNICK: Thank you. And

         15  we will recess this Subcommittee until tomorrow at

         16  9:30 to be able to consider this last item for the

         17  purposes of a vote. With that, this Committee stands

         18  in recess. Thank you.

         19                 (Hearing concluded at 10:25 a.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified
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         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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