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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I wish I could

          3  say good morning, as my statement says, but I will

          4  say good afternoon. I apologize for the delay.

          5                 My name is David Weprin, I chair the

          6  Finance Committee. Today we have several items on

          7  our agenda and we'll be voting on three pieces of

          8  legislation.

          9                 We have a number of members here and

         10  more members coming shortly, but let me introduce

         11  the members that are here now.

         12                 We have Council Member Bill DeBlasio

         13  from Brooklyn, Council Member Helen Sears from

         14  Queens, Council Member David Yassky from Brooklyn,

         15  Council Member Jim Gennaro from Queens, and Council

         16  Member Oliver Koppell from the Bronx and Council

         17  Member Eric Gioia from Queens.

         18                 The first item on our agenda is

         19  Intro. 597-A, which would bring two bodies, the Tax

         20  Commission and the Tax Appeals Tribunal under the

         21  umbrella of the Office of Administrative Tax

         22  Appeals.

         23                 If you remember, this past September

         24  19th, this Committee had a hearing on Intro. 597 and

         25  I, along with some of my colleagues, expressed
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          2  concern about a number of provisions in the bill,

          3  particularly the qualifications for who can review

          4  and correct real property tax assessments and the

          5  residency requirement for Tax Commissioners.

          6                 I am pleased to say that after many

          7  discussions with the Administration, the amended

          8  intro addresses these concerns.

          9                 Specifically, Section 3 of the bill

         10  allows the Commission to only designate persons with

         11  real estate or real estate law experience consistent

         12  with State Law requirements to act upon

         13  applications.

         14                 This provision is very important,

         15  because as you know, the previous version of the

         16  bill permitted the Commission to designate any

         17  individual to act upon applications and enter

         18  someone's home to ascertain the character of the

         19  property.

         20                 Now the law mandates that only

         21  Commissioners, assessors and individuals with

         22  qualifications relevant to the review of property

         23  tax assessments can act on applications, which is a

         24  very good thing.

         25                 Also, the new bill preserves a
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          2  current requirement that only the President and the

          3  Commissioners have the right to enter one's home to

          4  ascertain its character and preserve the borough

          5  requirement meaning at least one Commissioner must

          6  be from each borough.

          7                 I would like to thank the

          8  Administration, and in particular, Chair Glen

          9  Newman, who is in the audience in the second row,

         10  for addressing the Council's concerns and come up

         11  with a bill that we can all support.

         12                 Commissioner Newman will also be

         13  available to answer any questions as we proceed.

         14                 The second item on our agenda is

         15  Intro. 635, which establishes a Southern Boulevard

         16  BID in Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo's

         17  district, who supports the creation of this BID.

         18                 Resolution 1088, adopted by this

         19  Committee on October 17th of this year, said today

         20  is the first hearing date so that we may hear from

         21  those who may be affected by the establishment of

         22  the BID.

         23                 After we hear from all witnesses

         24  relating to the BID, we will adjourn the hearing for

         25  30 days and we will not vote on the BID until the
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          2  30-day adjournment period has passed, which will

          3  give property owners objecting to the establishment

          4  of the BID enough time to do so.

          5                 In the absence of significant

          6  objections, if the Committee and the Council can

          7  answer the following four questions affirmatively,

          8  it may adopt a local law establishing the BID. The

          9  four questions we must be prepared to answer are:

         10                 1) Were all notices of hearings for

         11  all hearings required to be held published and

         12  mailed as required by law and otherwise sufficient?

         13                 2) Does all the real property within

         14  the district's boundaries benefit from the

         15  establishment of the district, except as otherwise

         16  provided by the law?

         17                 3) Is all real property benefitted by

         18  the district included within the district? And

         19                 4) Is the establishment of the

         20  district in the best interest of the public?

         21                 If the Committee finds in the

         22  affirmative on these four questions, and a number of

         23  objections required to prevent the creation of the

         24  BID are not filed, then the legislation can be

         25  adopted.
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          2                 The Comptroller, Bill Thompson, has

          3  submitted a letter of support for the establishment

          4  of this BID.

          5                 Next we have proposed Resolution

          6  1089-A which sets the date for a hearing on a local

          7  law authorizing budget increases for ten BIDs and

          8  one special assessment district.

          9                 The following BIDs have requested

         10  increases:

         11                 - The Times Square BID in Speaker

         12  Quinn's district.

         13                 - The 34th Street BID in Speaker

         14  Quinn's district.

         15                 - The Lower East Side BID in Council

         16  Member Gerson's district.

         17                 - The Fifth Avenue and the Fashion

         18  Center BID in the Speaker's district.

         19                 - The Grand Street BID in Council

         20  Member Reyna's district.

         21                 - The 125th Street BID in Council

         22  Member Inez Dickens's district.

         23                 - The White Plains Road BID in

         24  Council Member Jimmy Vacca's district.

         25                 - The East Mid-Manhattan BID in
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          2  Council Member Garodnick's district.

          3                 - the Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn BID in

          4  Council Member Tish James's district; and

          5                 - The Fulton Mall Special Assessment

          6  District in Council Member David Yassky's district.

          7                 I am told that the Council Members in

          8  these particular districts support the expenditure

          9  increases.

         10                 The statute authorizing the

         11  establishment of BIDs and amendments to the plans by

         12  which they operate, provides that the Council may,

         13  by local law, authorize increases to a BID and BID's

         14  annual budget.

         15                 The statute also requires notice to

         16  be given by publication.

         17                 However, in the past, in addition to

         18  the notices required by law, we also ask the

         19  Department of Small Business Services to send

         20  notices by mail to all property owners in the BIDs,

         21  when the BID is seeking an increase in its budget.

         22  We will do the same in this case.

         23                 Resolution No. 1089-A sets November

         24  28th, the next scheduled Stated Meeting, at 11:00

         25  a.m. here in the Committee Room as the date and time
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          2  of the hearing for the ten BIDs, and the Special

          3  Assessment District.

          4                 Also, before we move on to the next

          5  piece of legislation, Council Member Inez Dickens

          6  has submitted a letter, which I will incorporate

          7  into the record. It's support for the expenditure

          8  increase for the 125th Street BID.

          9                 The final piece of legislation we

         10  will be considering, the preconsidered resolution

         11  relating to the State's Children's Health Insurance

         12  Program, otherwise known as "SCHIP," which was

         13  enacted by Congress in 1997.

         14                 SCHIP provides affordable health

         15  coverage for children in families that are not

         16  eligible for Medicaid, and cannot afford to buy

         17  private health insurance.

         18                 The federal program gives states

         19  broad discretion in determining the family income

         20  eligibility, which cannot exceed a certain amount.

         21                 In New York, the family income level

         22  cannot exceed 250 percent of the federal poverty

         23  level. In order to expand coverage to more children,

         24  New York has sought to increase coverage to children

         25  of family households which income do not exceed 400
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          2  percent of the federal poverty level.

          3                 In August, however, the U.S.

          4  Department of Health and Human Services, or HHS,

          5  issued an advisory letter restricting State's

          6  discretion to set income caps for families that

          7  receive insurance through the federal SCHIP program.

          8                 New York, along with other states,

          9  seeking to increase the program income threshold,

         10  filed suit against HHS alleging that the guidance in

         11  the letter constitutes a new rule that would

         12  essentially deny needy children health insurance by

         13  precluding states from including children from

         14  families whose incomes are above 250 percent of the

         15  federal poverty level.

         16                 Because New York City has over

         17  160,000 children who rely on SCHIP for health care,

         18  the outcome of the lawsuit has serious implications

         19  for us and our children.

         20                 The resolution before us today

         21  endorses Speaker Quinn's decision to file on behalf

         22  of the Council an amicus brief in support of the

         23  plaintiffs in the litigation between several states

         24  and the federal government captioned New York versus

         25  New York Department of Health and Human Services.
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          2                 For the purpose of supporting the

          3  wide latitude granted to states by SCHIP to set

          4  their own income rules for SCHIP eligibility.

          5                 We will now hear from Assistant

          6  Commissioner Jeremy Waldrup from the Department of

          7  Small Business Services, regarding the establishment

          8  of the Southern Boulevard BID and the expenditure

          9  increase for the ten BIDs and Special Assessment

         10  District.

         11                 Commissioner Waldrup.

         12                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WALDRUP: Thank

         13  you. Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and members of

         14  the Finance Committee. I am Jeremy Waldrup,

         15  Assistant Commissioner at the Department of Small

         16  Business Services.

         17                 SBS supports the establishment of the

         18  Southern Boulevard Business Improvement District in

         19  the Borough of the Bronx.

         20                 Geographically, the proposed Southern

         21  Boulevard BID includes properties on Southern

         22  Boulevard, between East 163rd Street and East 167th

         23  Street, Westchester Avenue between Fox Street and

         24  Hoe Avenue (phonetic).

         25                 Services to be provided in the
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          2  Southern Boulevard BID include sidewalk sweeping,

          3  maintenance, graffiti removal, marketing promotion

          4  of the local area, supplemental security

          5  administration and other services as may be required

          6  for the promotion and enhancement of the district.

          7                 The Southern Boulevard District

          8  Management Association will manage the district and

          9  the budget for the first year of operation will be

         10  $200,000.

         11                 As required by law, the Southern

         12  Boulevard BID Steering Committee mailed the summary

         13  of the City Council resolution to each owner of real

         14  property within the proposed district at the address

         15  shown in the latest City assessment roll to such

         16  other persons as registered to the City to receive

         17  tax bills concerning real property within the

         18  district and to tenants of each building within the

         19  proposed district.

         20                 In addition, SBS arranged for the

         21  publication of a copy of the summary of the

         22  resolution at least once in the City Record.

         23                 In addition, SBS supports the City

         24  Council resolution setting the date, time and place

         25  for the public hearing concerning an increase in the
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          2  amount to be expended in 11 Business Improvement

          3  Districts.

          4                 The 11 BIDs will arrange for the

          5  publication of a notice of the public hearing at

          6  least once in a local newspaper having general

          7  circulation in the district specifying the time and

          8  place of the public hearing, saving the purpose of

          9  the amount to be expended annually.

         10                 In addition, they will mail notices

         11  to property owners providing them information about

         12  the public hearing, as well as reasons for the

         13  requested assessment increase.

         14                 The 11 BIDs requesting increases of

         15  annual expenditures desire to further expand and

         16  reinforce existing supplemental services currently

         17  provided in their district.

         18                 The BIDs wish to increase the amount

         19  to be expended annually, beginning on July 1st, 2007

         20  as follows:

         21                 - Times Square, $10,400,000.

         22                 - 34th Street, $9,216,000.

         23                 - Fifth Avenue, two-million,

         24  five-hundred thousand, five-hundred sixty-two

         25  thousand (sic).
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          2                 - Fashion Center, $5 million.

          3                 - Grand Street, $181,168.

          4                 - 125th Street, $719,766.

          5                 - White Plains Road, $110,000.

          6                 - East Midtown, $2,200,000.

          7                 - Lower East Side, $245,200; and

          8                 - Myrtle Avenue, $350,000; and

          9  lastly,

         10                 - Fulton Mall, $1,501,500.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you,

         13  Commissioner Waldrup.

         14                 We've been joined by Council Member

         15  Albert Vann. Actually, I should say rejoined,

         16  because he was one of the first members here at the

         17  time of the original meeting at 11:00. I appreciate

         18  that, Council Member Vann.

         19                 And Council Member Gale Brewer from

         20  Manhattan.

         21                 Any questions for Commissioner

         22  Waldrup?

         23                 Council Member Eric Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Good morning,

         25  Commissioner. Good afternoon, actually.
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          2                 You may not know this off the top of

          3  your head, in which case that is fine, you can get

          4  back.

          5                 I'm a big fan of BIDs, as you know,

          6  and I'm happy to see that expanding throughout the

          7  City, particularly in my district we have two now,

          8  Sunnyside and in Long Island City. What I wonder as

          9  I look at a lot of the workers who are cleaning up

         10  in the BIDs is how much money they make. And,

         11  obviously, minimum wage laws apply but there is no

         12  living wage for them, right?

         13                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WALDRUP:

         14  Correct. Correct.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: So, do we have

         16  any idea -- my concern is, is that when you think

         17  about the BID and think about some of the biggest

         18  companies in town paying into it, but then some of

         19  their workers, it would really, I think, be tragic

         20  if the City was in some way supporting a structure

         21  that was providing workers who were working full

         22  time without benefits, a substandard wage, if they

         23  couldn't actually make ends meet. It seems to me

         24  there could be a problem there.

         25                 Could you get back to me and let me
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          2  know of the workers, what they're getting paid, what

          3  the average is, and what benefits are being

          4  provided, and maybe we can come up with some type of

          5  framework, if not in the authorizing legislation

          6  that would mandate it?

          7                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WALDRUP:

          8  Definitely, yes, we'll get back to you on that.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. To

         10  my office, not just to the Committee.

         11                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER WALDRUP: Sure.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: And you know my

         13  Chief of Staff, Zowie Epstein. Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Any further

         15  questions?

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 We also have Commissioner Newman.

         18  Commissioner Newman, do you want to come up?

         19                 Any questions for Commissioner Newman

         20  on the revised Intro. 597-A, which would bring the

         21  Tax Commission and the Tax Appeals Tribunal under

         22  the umbrella of the Office of Administrative Tax

         23  Appeal?

         24                 Any questions? Going once, going

         25  twice... Council Member Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I know we've

          3  heard from the wonderful staff here, but can you

          4  tell us why you think this is a good idea?

          5                 COMMISSIONER NEWMAN: Certainly,

          6  Council Member Brewer.

          7                 I am the head of the two agencies

          8  that are the subject of this legislation, the Tax

          9  Appeals Tribunal and the Tax Commission. The

         10  efficiencies and the enhanced effectiveness for

         11  putting those two agencies together with one budget,

         12  so if we can cross utilize resources and have staff

         13  fully engaged in adjudicating City tax disputes, is

         14  the primary reason for this legislation.

         15                 It will enhance effectiveness and

         16  efficiency. It will also, I believe, help taxpayers

         17  in understanding, not only the process, but where to

         18  go on their questions of tax disputes, both property

         19  taxes and business taxes.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I chair the

         21  Technology Committee, do you have to somehow

         22  coordinate any kind of databases or is that already

         23  done or something that even has to be addressed?

         24                 COMMISSIONER NEWMAN: The processes

         25  and the cases that come before the two agencies are
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          2  entirely different, and that process will remain

          3  separate.

          4                 We will have some integration of our

          5  local area networks and making sure that all of our

          6  employees are on the same network and have access to

          7  the same e-mail, so there will be some, although

          8  again the property tax cases follow a different path

          9  from the business tax cases.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay, thank you.

         11  Thank you, Commissioner Newman.

         12                 COMMISSIONER NEWMAN: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We have a number

         15  of people that I'm just going to call up as a panel

         16  to testify on the proposed BIDs, if they like.

         17                 If you can come up when I call your

         18  name.

         19                 Josephine Infante, forgive me if I

         20  mispronounce the name. Robert Garcia. Dr. Richard

         21  Izquierdo, and William Feldman, and anyone else that

         22  would like to come up and testify about any of the

         23  proposed BIDs or increases.

         24                 Good afternoon. The light has to be

         25  off to be on. It's a City Council thing.
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          2                 MS. INFANTE: All right, thank you.

          3  Good afternoon, everyone, and thank you for

          4  receiving us.

          5                 My name is Josephine Infante, and I'm

          6  the head of the Hunts Point Economic Development

          7  Corporation, and I was approached by the Community

          8  Board and the businesses on Southern Boulevard to

          9  help establish this BID. It's a vital step in

         10  improving the commercial environment, in what was

         11  known once as the third busiest shopping district in

         12  the Bronx.

         13                 I'm here just to fill in the blanks

         14  of our work. As you heard from our Commissioner from

         15  SBS, that the boundaries include 163rd Southern

         16  Boulevard to 167th and Southern Boulevard. That

         17  includes 134 retail stores, 59 property owners, 134

         18  merchants, and close to 800 units, and all have been

         19  sent notices at the beginning of this month to

         20  continue a process that started literally with the

         21  first conversation 2002, and actually started into

         22  action with 11 meetings in 2004/2005.

         23                 We've had a wonderful response from

         24  the community, both the business community and the

         25  community board. The proposed services, of course,
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          2  are the supplemental sanitation security maintenance

          3  marketing and promotion and holiday and seasonal

          4  decorations in a close, close concern, and look at

          5  the quality of life concerns of the area.

          6                 The formula is the lot size, and the

          7  support has been 52.3 percent of the total assessed

          8  value of all lots of the area.

          9                 I would like to introduce the Board

         10  Chair of Community Board 2 as a partner in this

         11  process.

         12                 MR. GARCIA: Thank you very much,

         13  Josephine. And good morning -- good afternoon,

         14  should I say, Chairman? Thank you very much, members

         15  of the City Council. I'm Roberto Garcia, Chairman of

         16  Bronx Community Board No. 2, and a member of the

         17  Southern Boulevard BID Steering Committee, and also

         18  I'm currently the Executive Director of the Jerome

         19  Avenue East Gunhill Road BID in the Norwood section

         20  of the Bronx.

         21                 Thank you for this opportunity to

         22  testify on behalf of the creation of the Southern

         23  Boulevard BID. The Southern Boulevard BID concept

         24  came about because of the lack of the Economic

         25  Development commercial revitalization programs along
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          2  Southern Boulevard commercial district.

          3                 Property owners, merchants, shoppers,

          4  elected officials, and the community board

          5  identified the need to improve the quality of life

          6  conditions while providing marketing and attracting

          7  customers and quality stores that would provide much

          8  needed goods and services.

          9                 Community Board No. 2, working with

         10  the Hunts Point EDC began to quickly mobilize

         11  property owners and merchants to explore the

         12  creation of the Southern Boulevard BID.

         13                 From this need we also executed a

         14  very successful demonstration pilot project, A Taste

         15  of the BID, which for a month provided sanitation

         16  services, marketing and other benefits to the

         17  commercial district, which also fostered support and

         18  demonstrated firsthand how effective a BID would be

         19  on Southern Boulevard.

         20                 As our community board continues to

         21  grow to an incredible positive transformation and

         22  renaissance that includes the creation of over 2,000

         23  units of housing, two co-op projects in the past two

         24  years, the creation of new schools, four new parks

         25  and other community amenities, residents now need a
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          2  business district they could shop at for all their

          3  needs.

          4                 Throughout the City BIDs have helped

          5  transform many struggling commercial districts into

          6  thriving vibrant and safe Business Districts. I have

          7  no doubt in my mind that the much needed Southern

          8  Boulevard BID will add to the vibrancy and positive

          9  resurgence that the Hunts Point, Longwood and

         10  Morrisania communities are witnessing.

         11                 I thank you for your attention,

         12  consideration and support for the creation of the

         13  Southern Boulevard Business Improvement District.

         14  And I would like to introduce the Chair of the BID

         15  Steering Committee, the Southern Boulevard BID

         16  Steering Committee, Mr. William Feldman.

         17                 MR. FELDMAN: Hi. My name is William

         18  Feldman, and I'm the Chairman of the Steering

         19  Committee for the Southern Boulevard area.

         20                 There's a little story about why I

         21  think it's so necessary. I was a merchant for 20

         22  years in the area, and I have been a property owner

         23  for the last 25 years, and I was able to experience

         24  the ups and downs of the area through the years, and

         25  I'm very happy that I didn't follow the advice of my

                                                            24

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2  friends who thought I was absolutely crazy when I

          3  opened a store in that area.

          4                 I have always been very involved in

          5  the area at one time I was the director of a Chamber

          6  of Commerce that we were able to establish, and the

          7  Chamber of Commerce, we acquired a piece of land

          8  that the City bought, and then we operated as a

          9  parking lot, and thanks to the revenues from the

         10  parking lot, we established a Chamber of Commerce,

         11  and then we provide some of the services that we

         12  want to provide now, which were helping with the

         13  cleaning and providing advertising and bringing some

         14  different functions to the area. Unfortunately, the

         15  parking lot was sold by the City, and then we didn't

         16  have the revenues any more to operate, so the

         17  Chamber of Commerce had to be disbanded, and we

         18  weren't able to provide those services.

         19                 So, you can imagine how excited I was

         20  when I saw Josephine and the community board were

         21  starting the idea of the BID, even though I realized

         22  that it was going to cost a lot of money, because

         23  being a property owner I'm going to have to pay for

         24  part of it, but I'm very conscious how important are

         25  those services for the revitalization and for the
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          2  continuing of a vital shopping center in the area.

          3  So, that's why I support it.

          4                 Let me introduce another member who I

          5  think has been in the area for a little bit longer

          6  than me, which is Dr. Izquierdo.

          7                 DR. IZQUIERDO: Hi. Good afternoon. My

          8  name is Dr. Richard Izquierdo. Thank you for having

          9  us and hosting this hearing.

         10                 I come, I wear three hats, even

         11  though you don't see the three heads. One is as a

         12  resident, when I was ten years old, my family moved

         13  up north from East Harlem, that was in 1939, so if

         14  you do the mathematics, I've been around for close

         15  to 67, 68 years in this community.

         16                 The second hat that I wear is an

         17  owner. Back in 1949, ten years after we moved to the

         18  Bronx, dad bought a house that we still, is still in

         19  my family. And in 1967 I purchased a part of -- a

         20  building that had been abandoned for six or seven

         21  years, on Southern Boulevard, so, since 1967.

         22                 And the third hat that I wear is, if

         23  you want to call it a business, I don't like to call

         24  it a business, but as a physician, I am the owner

         25  and operator of the Multi-Medic Physician Services.
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          2                 I have gone to grammar school, I went

          3  to junior high and I went to James Monroe, which is

          4  in the area, as have my children. And if I think of

          5  a legacy that I would leave, among that legacy would

          6  be my children, who are as devoted as I am, and I

          7  have devoted most of my life (a) to prepare to do my

          8  job, and that's to make a community a better place

          9  to live in for the residents of the community.

         10                 Among the things that I have made a

         11  commitment to, I established about 35 years ago, the

         12  Urban Health Plan. This is an Article 28 diagnostic

         13  and treatment center, a non-profit organization from

         14  a gleam in my eye when I thought that we could give

         15  better health to the community. This organization

         16  has grown to a $30 million corporation with seven

         17  sites. We have six that we service six public

         18  schools, where we were just considered to be the

         19  tenth largest non-profit Hispanic institution in the

         20  United States of America.

         21                 I established the San Juan Health

         22  Center where we did medicine and later on the Urban

         23  Health Plan became my baby, the crown jewel of my

         24  achievements.

         25                 Beyond that, because I have
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          2  identified the need for better health care, right

          3  now I'm the applicant for a Charter School for

          4  Health Careers and Science for the children in the

          5  South Bronx.

          6                 My dad, just as a historical fact,

          7  was the first bodega owner in the Bronx. His bodega

          8  was established on Southern, on 163rd Street

          9  Intervale Avenue and the bodega is still there.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: You should have

         11  started a franchise. He'd be a billionaire today.

         12                 DR. IZQUIERDO: Well, unfortunately, I

         13  don't know how to make money, that's why I go the

         14  non-profit route.

         15                 I think that the community needs and

         16  deserves what the BID program brings to it.

         17                 Bill mentioned before that he's seen

         18  the ups and downs. In 68 years I certainly have seen

         19  the ups and downs, where at James Monroe, there were

         20  five or six Latinos and two African-Americans, where

         21  today we are the majority.

         22                 I've seen the ups and downs when in

         23  the seventies there was so much arson going on, the

         24  Bronx was burning. I would go through the Bronx and

         25  I'd look and I'd say, my God, what opportunity.
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          2  Where other people saw devastation, I saw

          3  opportunity for new rebuilding. And my philosophy

          4  that it's a new beginning is still intact.

          5                 I think that this would revitalize

          6  the commercial area, it would provide us with

          7  security, safety, clean, a clean environment, and

          8  quality business would be attracted to the area,

          9  would increase -- here I speak as a property owner,

         10  would increase the property values, and for the City

         11  it would increase certainly the tax base.

         12                 I think that this is a win/win

         13  situation that it's a no-brainer that it should be

         14  approved.

         15                 Thank you very much for your time.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you

         17  gentlemen and lady.

         18                 And we've been joined by a number of

         19  colleagues. We have Council Member Vincent Gentile

         20  from Brooklyn, Council Member Lew Fidler from

         21  Brooklyn, Council Member Leroy Comrie from Queens,

         22  Council Member Joel Rivera from the Bronx. And I'm

         23  going to call for a vote. And Council Member Vincent

         24  Ignizio from Staten Island, Council Member Robert

         25  Jackson. Action Jackson.

                                                            29

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 Okay, I'm going to couple three of

          3  the items. Intro --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Mr. Chairman?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Before you

          7  move on, while the panel is still here, may I make a

          8  comment?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes. Council

         10  Member Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: First of all,

         12  I want to compliment all the members of the panel

         13  for their support for their BID and the two business

         14  people who contributed so much to the Bronx and to

         15  the City, and I note that Roberto Garcia is here and

         16  he not only serves as the Chair of this community

         17  board, as he mentioned, he's also the Executive

         18  Director of a BID, interestingly enough, that's in

         19  my district, wholly within my district, and he does

         20  a terrific job, and the BID has been very

         21  successful. And to the extent that he brings that

         22  expertise to this BID, I know they'll be successful.

         23  So, I want to welcome him and pay tribute to his

         24  work in my district, as well as to support the

         25  proposal of this new BID.
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          2                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you.

          4                 We've been joined by Council Member

          5  Jim Oddo and Council Member Peter Vallone, Jr.

          6                 I'm now going to couple Intro. 597,

          7  Intro. 635, Resolution supporting the amicus brief,

          8  and also we're going to set aside Intro. 635 for the

          9  next meeting when there will be a vote on the

         10  Southern Boulevard Business Improvement District

         11  after the sufficient time for comment has expired.

         12                 Council Member Comrie, did you have a

         13  question?

         14                 Okay, call the roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         19  much, Mr. Chairman.

         20                 I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye on

         23  all and I want to thank the panel that just spoke

         24  because it was a very important part of history, and

         25  well articulated, and certainly the SCHIP is
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          2  extremely important. One more example of lack of

          3  leadership in Washington. And I vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 16 in the

         11  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         12  abstentions, all items have been adopted.

         13                 Members, please sign the Committee

         14  reports.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I'm going to keep

         17  the roll open for a half hour for those members that

         18  are around the building to vote. Other than that,

         19  we're adjourned.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         21  Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         24  17 in the affirmative.

         25                 (Hearing concluded.)
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: The Finance

          3  Committee is back in session.

          4                 Apparently inadvertently there was

          5  amended language which was not on the members' desks

          6  when we voted and Counsel has advised us since this

          7  is a new law that could potentially be challenged by

          8  certain members of the Bar, that we want to make

          9  sure that we're voting on the amended version of

         10  597-A.

         11                 The 597-A version, I have been told

         12  by the counsel, that is now before the members, was

         13  the bill that was aged and laid on the desks, not

         14  the version which was almost the same that was on

         15  our desk when we voted. So, it's really a technical

         16  vote we're going to have, it's not a substantive

         17  vote, and we're voting on the amended 597-A, which

         18  is pretty much identical to the previous bill, but

         19  this is the actual version that aged according to

         20  the rules of the City Council.

         21                 So, if the clerk could call the vote,

         22  now that everybody is totally confused.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Having reread

          9  the amended version now, I'm fully satisfied and I

         10  vote aye.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: You can comment

         12  on the residency, if you want.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I liked the

         23  last bill better, but I will vote aye on this one.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 14 in the

          9  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

         10  the item is adopted.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We will leave the

         12  roll open until the Stated Meeting starts for those

         13  members that weren't here for the second vote.

         14                 Other than that, we're adjourned.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: The present vote

         18  stands at 18 in the affirmative, zero in the

         19  negative and no abstentions. Introduction 597-A now

         20  stands at 15 in the affirmative, zero in the

         21  negative, zero abstentions.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 1:04 p.m.)
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