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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: All right, we didn't

          3  want to rush to it or anything, but we're very

          4  excited about Mike Nelson's ceremonial, so let me

          5  give the mic. over to Mike.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Speaker.

          8                 Today we have a very, very, very

          9  special honoree. You know, the term hero generally

         10  is used like raindrops from the sky, but when you

         11  have a real hero, somebody who you only wish if you

         12  were on a subway train or anywheres, that there was

         13  an Hassan Askari there with you, you'll know what I

         14  mean.

         15                 Many of you may remember this, it was

         16  a headline last week. There were some people who

         17  were being beaten up on a train for various reasons,

         18  we'll let the Brooklyn DA's office sort them out. We

         19  won't do it on the Council floor, but it appeared to

         20  be some sort of a bias incident. It appeared to be,

         21  and people were beating up on Walter Adler and his

         22  girlfriend and other friends. Hassan Askari heard

         23  this. By the way, they were saying bad things about

         24  Chanukah, it happened to be. And this Muslim young

         25  man, Hassan Askari, saw people getting beaten up. I
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          2  don't think it mattered to him who they were, but he

          3  saw people being assaulted and that was enough for

          4  him. He leaped into action and possibly saved the

          5  lives of these other people as well, saved strangers

          6  without regard to what their religion, their race or

          7  anything was.

          8                 This is the best holiday story since

          9  I think It's A Wonderful Life. It's the right time

         10  for it. Some people are calling it "a Chanukah

         11  miracle," some people are calling it "a Christmas

         12  miracle," but it's a human miracle that happened.

         13  It's a wonderful story. The whole world could look

         14  at this, this holiday miracle we had, and I would

         15  like to bring up the hero, our hero, New York City's

         16  hero, and the world's hero, Hassan Askari.

         17                 Hassan. And Walter, would you join

         18  us.

         19                 Walter, would you say a few words,

         20  and mention the other people who are here.

         21                 MR. ADLER: I would like to thank the

         22  City Council for having us here today. It's truly an

         23  honor. We'd like to thank the ADL who came to our

         24  defense early in the beginning.

         25                 The fact that something like this
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          2  happened is a testimony to the strength of New York

          3  City, where race and religion and sexual orientation

          4  gets left at the City limits, as far as who is

          5  protected and represented. So, thank you, Michael

          6  Nelson, who initiated this initiative for us, and

          7  thank you, to Speaker Quinn, and thank you to

          8  everyone else. But we would say one last thing: We

          9  are a product of the CUNY system. Every single one

         10  of the attackees. And therefore, before I just pass

         11  this off to Hassan for two seconds, I would like to

         12  say that it's this educational system that allows

         13  immigrants, regardless of their race, religion, New

         14  Yorkers like me of four generations, to intermix, so

         15  that these things do become startling and offensive,

         16  whether it's Jews or Muslims, whether it's gays,

         17  blacks, Puerto Ricans or any of the many people your

         18  districts represent.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 MR. ASKARI: I want to thank the

         21  Council, and I would like to thank Councilman

         22  Michael Nelson for letting this all happen, and I

         23  appreciate this honor. Thank you so very much.

         24                 And as far as everything goes, I did

         25  what I think most New Yorkers would do and I think
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          2  what anybody would do, in fact, and I thank you

          3  greatly for this honor, everyone. Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

          6                 And if you go on Deal or No Deal, if

          7  they offer you 300,000, take it, all right? And also

          8  Mo Rasvi (phonetic) is here as well for support from

          9  the Pakistani community, and Sally Goodgold, of

         10  course, the Jewish Community Relations Council.

         11  We're all in this together and everybody wants to

         12  show it as well.

         13                 Thank you, Speaker Quinn, for this

         14  tonight.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

         16  much. Thank you all.

         17                 Oh, and if the Clerk could read the

         18  Proc, please.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         20  York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: On December 7, 2007, a young

         22  Jewish man, Walter Adler, and three friends boarded

         23  the Brooklyn-bound Q Train at Canal Street, carrying

         24  Menorahs and dreidels as they celebrated the fourth

         25  night of Chanukah, but after they said "Happy
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          2  Chanukah" to a group of fellow passengers yelling

          3  "Merry Christmas," a melee erupted. Nearly a dozen

          4  assailants attacked Mr. Adler and his friends with

          5  anti-Semitic vitriol and spit, as well as repeated

          6  fists. One knife-wielding individual threatened them

          7  with even more lethal injuries; and

          8                 Whereas: This hate-fueled fracas

          9  happened before many other passengers but it was

         10  only interrupted by the valiant efforts of Hassan

         11  Askari who risked his own life to save the life of a

         12  complete stranger. Mr. Askari defended a fellow New

         13  Yorker despite the inevitable injuries he sustained

         14  and the probability of more dire consequences.

         15  Because of Mr. Askari's brave intervention, Mr.

         16  Adler managed to pull the train's emergency brake

         17  moments before they arrived at the DeKalb Station,

         18  allowing police officers the opportunity to come

         19  aboard and make arrests; now, therefore,

         20                 Be it known, that the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors Hassan

         22  Askari, for his bravery on December 7, 2007.

         23                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         24  Entire Council; Council Member Michael Nelson,

         25  Brooklyn; Council Member Eric Gioia, Queens; Council
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          2  Member Lew Fidler, Brooklyn; Council Member Domenic

          3  Recchia, Brooklyn; Council Member Simcha Felder,

          4  Brooklyn.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

          6  much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I call

          8  together the Stated Meeting of December 19th, 2007.

          9  All rise.

         10                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 Roll call. Quiet, please.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Still here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         21  quorum.

         22                 Invocation will be done by Reverend

         23  Sheldon Williams.

         24                 All rise.

         25                 REVEREND WILLIAMS: Let us pray.
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          2                 Our Father and our God, we thank You

          3  and we praise You for this day. We thank You and we

          4  praise You for another opportunity to come and to

          5  meet together as one.

          6                 We just pray that You would be with

          7  all of these Council members, Lord; that you would

          8  bless them in a special way and help them, give them

          9  the wisdom and knowledge necessary to make the

         10  decisions that need to be made.

         11                 We also pray that You would bless

         12  their constituents and all of those who they

         13  represent; help them to be blessed by their efforts,

         14  Lord; and just use them as Your instrument, so that

         15  they may further do your will and service.

         16                 We ask that You would bless this

         17  meeting and use it that You might be uplifted;

         18                 The God, and creator of all, amen.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         20  spread the Invocation, by Council Member Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

         22  President, I would like to take this time to spread

         23  the Invocation, and also to thank one of my

         24  constituents and colleagues, Reverend Williams for

         25  being here and presenting this Invocation, the
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          2  eloquent and debonair distinguished minister from

          3  Co-Op City.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I move that the minutes of the Stated

          9  Meeting of October 29th and November 15th, 2007 be

         10  adopted as printed.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         15  Communication from City and County and Borough

         16  Offices.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 886 through M 908 on

         18  page four, base station applications.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         21  and Communications.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         24  Call-Ups.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 909.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we could have a

          3  roll call on the Land Use Call-Ups, please.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Present and

         18  yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I vote aye on

         25  all Land Use items, and I request unanimous
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          2  permission to vote aye on all general order calendar

          3  items.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye, and

         13  with permission to vote aye on all items on the

         14  General Order Call-Ups.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thanks. I vote

         17  aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes. And I'd

         12  like to vote on all items on today's agenda.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         15  much. I vote aye on all Land Use items and all items

         16  on the coupled General Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         20  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         21  affirmative, zero negative.

         22                 Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         24                 We are voting on a couple of

         25  different important items today. The first is Intro.
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          2  656, which is a piece of legislation that deals with

          3  the sale of water liens and tax liens in the City.

          4                 A lot of our Council staff and

          5  colleagues have worked on this. I want to thank

          6  Council Members Weprin, Gennaro, Fidler, Yassky,

          7  James and Liu, in particular, for their work on this

          8  issue. I also want to thank Ramon Martinez, Mike

          9  Keogh, Nadine Felton, Dan Avery, Tanisha Turnbull,

         10  Anne Brown, John Rosenberg, Latonia McKinney and

         11  Shadawn Smith for their work on this piece of

         12  legislation.

         13                 You might wonder why so many people

         14  were involved for a couple of reasons: One, it was

         15  very important to us in the City Council that we

         16  worked closely with the Mayor's Office to do

         17  everything we could to try to prevent the potential

         18  of as much as an 18 percent increase in water rates.

         19                 We also wanted to make sure that that

         20  percentage of New Yorkers, perhaps as much as 15

         21  percent of people who are deadbeats and haven't been

         22  paying their water bills and could be paying their

         23  water bills, that they were -- collection was sought

         24  against them, enforcement was brought to bear

         25  against them, and the money that they owe the City
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          2  was brought into the City's coffers.

          3                 We also wanted to make sure that

          4  those folks out there who had been incorrectly and

          5  wrongly billed by the Department of Environmental

          6  Protection were folks who were in tenuous situations

          7  for whom a water lien sale really would have made

          8  their lives worse and put them in potential maybe

          9  even of losing their home that we found a way to do

         10  this lien sale without putting them in harm's way.

         11  So, many people were thanked because this

         12  legislation really does accomplish all of those

         13  goals, through the work with the Department of

         14  Environmental Protection and the Mayor's Office, the

         15  Department of Environmental Protection has redone

         16  their billing practices. They're setting up an

         17  ombudsperson's office so people have a place to go

         18  if they think their bill is wrong.

         19                 We believe all of those vulnerable

         20  New Yorkers that I talked about have been carved out

         21  and will not be part of the lien sales, and this

         22  action together will make sure that the water rates

         23  will not go up this year. So, this is an action

         24  together with the Mayor we should be very, very

         25  proud of because it protects New Yorkers and
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          2  protects the City's revenue in a very, very

          3  important way.

          4                 I want to call on the two Council

          5  members who are most involved in this issue to speak

          6  briefly. First, the Chair of our Finance Committee,

          7  David Weprin, and then the Chair of our

          8  Environmental Protection Committee, Jim Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         10  Madam Speaker.

         11                 This legislation incorporates new

         12  protections and ensures that the City's most

         13  vulnerable population, low-income seniors, disabled

         14  persons and other low-income owners, as well as

         15  single-family homeowners will be exempt from

         16  stand-alone water lien sales.

         17                 Most importantly, the proposed

         18  legislation, as the Speaker mentioned, would

         19  circumvent the need for an 18 percent mid-year rate

         20  increase, thus saving the City taxpayers

         21  approximately $63 for a single-family home. Without

         22  this legislation, the Water Board was prepared to

         23  vote this Friday, two days from now, for a rate

         24  increase that would have taken effect January 1st.

         25                 I do believe that stand-alone lien
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          2  sales provide the Department with an effective

          3  enforcement tool and put this City of New York on

          4  par with other cities, such as Boston and Chicago,

          5  which use stand-alone water lien sales as an

          6  enforcement method to achieve revenue collection at

          7  rates at more than 95 percent, a much higher rate

          8  than the City's current collection of 85 percent.

          9                 This authority will also allow DEP to

         10  be able to increase revenue collections, while at

         11  the same time ensuring that property owners who pay

         12  off their property tax bill but not sewer and water

         13  charges, because in the past they assumed that DEP

         14  will not crack down on them, will no longer be able

         15  to take advantage of DEP's lenient policies.

         16  Instead, these owners will now be required to pay

         17  their fair share and help ensure water rates remain

         18  as low as possible for everyone.

         19                 Our work is not yet done. The

         20  Memorandum of Understanding was the first step. We

         21  must look at the overall picture and work together

         22  as we have with the water lien issue and continue

         23  the dialogue with the Speaker's Office, the Mayor's

         24  Office and DEP, so we can provide the necessary

         25  support to DEP and the Water Board as they go
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          2  through this transition.

          3                 I look forward to seeing this

          4  legislation pass today. Thank you.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Chairperson Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          7  Madam Speaker. I want to thank you in a special way

          8  for you and your team, what you did to bring us to

          9  this day. I want to thank Mike Keogh in a special

         10  way. Also Ramon and many others on the staff who

         11  worked a lot of late nights to get this done. Also,

         12  Chairman Weprin and the other Council members who

         13  were so active on this. And as the Speaker and David

         14  Weprin had said, this accomplishes some very, very

         15  good things, in that we avoid not only the 18

         16  percent increase, the mid-year increase this year,

         17  but this will bring down water rates as far as the

         18  eye can see because we're no longer going to have a

         19  situation where the 85 percent of the people pay

         20  will be carrying the 15 percent who don't.

         21                 For those of you who are still

         22  concerned about DEP's water bill accuracy, the City

         23  Council, as David said and the Speaker said, will

         24  continue to monitor DEP's accuracy to make sure that

         25  people who owe water bills actually owe the bills

                                                            26

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  and it's not just some DEP mistake. And I don't want

          3  to get too far ahead of myself but this leaves one

          4  more important battle to fight, which I've mentioned

          5  many times, which is the Water Board still pays a

          6  rental payment to the City of New York. Some of that

          7  rental payment goes into the City's General Fund,

          8  that will total $76 million in this fiscal year.

          9  That will be $300 million in the next couple of

         10  years, so that's a very important piece of business

         11  that we have to get to, but certainly what we're

         12  doing today is a great, great step forward and, you

         13  know, clears the way for us to focus on that battle,

         14  which hopefully we will fight and prevail in the

         15  next six months on that.

         16                 But, again, so I will close where I

         17  began by thanking the Speaker and her team in a

         18  very, very special way, and thanking the

         19  Administration for working with us in a very

         20  concerted way to make sure that we got to this good

         21  day.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         24  Chairperson Gennaro.

         25                 We're also voting today on Intro.
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          2  613-A. And you know, as we all know, there's lots of

          3  building going on in all the boroughs in our City,

          4  from Staten Island to the Bronx, and that building

          5  and that development can be a very good thing. But

          6  we need to make sure that when building and

          7  development occurs, it's regulated appropriately.

          8                 Over the summer there was a situation

          9  in Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito's district

         10  where building was going on, where blasting was

         11  occurring as part of the excavation process to build

         12  a building.

         13                 When that blasting was occurring,

         14  there was a retaining wall that collapsed. It was a

         15  potentially very dangerous situation for that

         16  neighborhood. Thank goodness, there were no serious

         17  injuries involved. But that really wasn't the point.

         18  The point was, why had this collapse occurred in the

         19  middle of a residential neighborhood?

         20                 So, in response to that, my office,

         21  Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito's office, the

         22  community, the real estate industry came together

         23  and said how can we better govern the act of

         24  blasting in the City of New York? How can we create

         25  tougher, clearer regulations that will make sure
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          2  that when this occurs, it's done in the most safe

          3  way possible, and how can we make sure it's done in

          4  a way that the right folks in the neighborhood,

          5  neighbors, et cetera, get notified before it occurs?

          6                 And 613-A really strikes that

          7  balance. It tightens up regulations around blasting

          8  in the City. Before this bill you could get a

          9  blasting permit today, it would be good for three

         10  years. That is obviously something that is way too

         11  much latitude and I think 613-A will move us towards

         12  a place in the City where hopefully we'll never see

         13  dangerous situations like what we saw last summer,

         14  and I really want to thank the Chair of the Housing

         15  Committee, Council Member Dilan, for working on this

         16  issue. His Committee is maybe busier than he thought

         17  it was going to be, but they're constantly taking

         18  action that's important for the City. But I really

         19  in particular want to congratulate Melissa for her

         20  really important efforts here protecting the

         21  neighborhoods of our City. I want to congratulate

         22  her on her first piece of legislation that she's

         23  passing where she is the prime sponsor, and ask to

         24  call on her to comment on 613-A, and if we can get a

         25  little quiet, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Thank

          3  you, Madam Speaker. And I know it's been a very long

          4  day so I will be extremely brief.

          5                 But you know, the legislation we are

          6  voting on today will undoubtedly improve the safety

          7  and security of residents and community institutions

          8  and all those they serve - I'm talking about

          9  schools, health clinics, hospitals in the

         10  surrounding neighborhoods throughout the City where

         11  construction is happening and blasting being

         12  utilized - by improving inter-agency communication,

         13  delineating a protocol for the permitting and use of

         14  explosives, and the creation of a notification

         15  system to alert those in the immediate area days in

         16  advance when and for what period of time the use of

         17  explosives will occur.

         18                 I do want to thank, on behalf of my

         19  constituents, the Speaker, Christine Quinn, for her

         20  quick response and unwaivering commitment to see

         21  this legislation enacted.

         22                 And furthermore, it's indicative and

         23  sends a clear message that as a Council we are

         24  committed to ensuring the safety of all New Yorkers.

         25                 I'm sure all of us in this room
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          2  believe that development should never compromise the

          3  safety of any New Yorker, and at a time when

          4  development appears to overrun our neighborhoods and

          5  inconvenience our lives, it is our responsibility as

          6  legislators to ensure that development is as

          7  responsible, safe and accountable as possible. This

          8  legislation gets us one step closer to that goal.

          9                 So, for that, again, I want to thank

         10  you, Madam Speaker. I want to thank Erik Dilan. I

         11  want to thank, in particular, Rob Newman, and my

         12  constituents that really took an active role in the

         13  drafting of this legislation and providing their

         14  input.

         15                 So, I obviously encourage everyone to

         16  vote in favor of this. Thank you very much.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And I, too,

         18  want to thank Rob Newman and Terzah Nasser and Jeff

         19  Haberman and Camilla, who have also worked on this

         20  piece of legislation.

         21                 We're also voting today on Intro.

         22  562-A. It's a piece of legislation that was drafted

         23  by our Public Safety Chair and passed through his

         24  Committee. It's a bill that will really strengthen

         25  the laws as it relates to serial acts of public
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          2  lewdness in the City. It's a piece of legislation

          3  that we all hope, when it's passed into law, will be

          4  a real deterrent, to prevent repeated acts of public

          5  lewdness in our City and to protect children, and

          6  others from the damaging effects and trauma that can

          7  occur when they are the focus of publicly lewd acts.

          8  And I want to thank our Chair for working long and

          9  hard with my office on this legislation and I will

         10  call on Chairperson Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you. I

         12  had an eloquent speech about this great bill, but

         13  the staff who worked so hard on it has a party

         14  tonight, so I'll forego that and thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         16  and I know the staff will appreciate that more than

         17  us opining on their work.

         18                 Lastly, we are voting on the Land Use

         19  action today relevant to the rezoning of parts of

         20  West Harlem and Manhattanville, a very important

         21  17-acre rezoning that will allow Columbia University

         22  to expand in our City, create the opportunity for

         23  Columbia University to become an even greater

         24  University and an institution of higher education in

         25  our City.
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          2                 It's a rezoning that in addition to

          3  helping us solidify New York City as one of the

          4  higher education capitals of the world, it is also a

          5  rezoning that will facilitate the creation of 6,000

          6  additional and new permanent jobs in Northern

          7  Manhattan. That is something that is a benefit to

          8  our City at any time, but given the dark economic

          9  times that are on the horizon, that is something

         10  that is incredibly important right now.

         11                 A lot of folks have worked long and

         12  hard on this action. I want to thank, first of all,

         13  the Chair of our Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz,

         14  the Subcommittee Chair, Dan Garodnick. I want to

         15  thank Gail Benjamin, Alonzo Carr, Ramon Martinez and

         16  Chuck Meara who worked on this issue.

         17                 I in particular want to thank the two

         18  Council members whose districts are impacted by the

         19  rezoning, Council Member Robert Jackson, our

         20  Majority Whip Inez Dickens. I also want to thank our

         21  Borough President of Manhattan, Scott Stringer. This

         22  is an issue that has been under discussion in the

         23  public domain through the ULURP process for almost

         24  two years. It's an item where there was eight hours

         25  of hearings last week. It's an important moment
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          2  where we in the City Council can solidify an

          3  institution that's given a great deal to the City,

          4  an institution which has the ability, if it expands,

          5  to give more to our City, but also to give more to

          6  this City, State, country and world, through

          7  training people in various fields. And, also, as I

          8  said, an opportunity to bring 6,000 new permanent

          9  jobs to Northern Manhattan, something that is

         10  desperately needed.

         11                 So, I want to thank everyone who has

         12  worked long and hard to move this item forward today

         13  so we can pass it and make sure that Columbia

         14  University can appropriately expand in Northern

         15  Manhattan.

         16                 I first want to call on the Chair of

         17  our Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz, and then we'll

         18  hear from the two Council members whose districts

         19  are impacted.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         21  Speaker. And thank you for your leadership, in

         22  addition to the great staff that you had work on

         23  this, on this project.

         24                 In the last six years, Madam Speaker,

         25  and my colleagues, I'm not sure there has ever been
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          2  a perfect Land Use application that went through

          3  this Council. Every single application that we have,

          4  one must look at it and balance it out and see what

          5  is the best answer for the City of New York. This

          6  application is one of those.

          7                 There was so much discussion, so much

          8  community input, so much work done by the Council

          9  members whose district this is in. An eight-hour

         10  hearing by Dan Garodnick's Committee, an eight-hour

         11  hearing by Tony Avella's Committee. It was one of

         12  the most spoken projects the Council has had.

         13                 So, in the end, balancing out all of

         14  the issues that have come up through the hearings,

         15  through the six-months of City time that the City

         16  Planning Commission looked at this, the community

         17  board looked at this, the Borough President voted on

         18  this, back to the City Planning Commission, then

         19  came back to the Council, and in the two years that

         20  the Council members who live in this district have

         21  been working on this, I believe that it is the best

         22  project that we are going to have for the City of

         23  New York.

         24                 As you said, Madam Speaker, it will

         25  be 6,000 new jobs, it will be 650 new jobs with
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          2  retail, restaurant and other organizations. There

          3  will be 1,300 construction jobs for the next 25

          4  years. There will be two schools that would be built

          5  on this property.

          6                 This project's official applications,

          7  for the record, are an amendment to the special

          8  Manhattanville mixed use district, establishing a

          9  special district in the Borough of Manhattan,

         10  Community Board 9 and modifying related regulations.

         11  It is also a rezoning of M1-1, M1-2, M2-3, and M3-1

         12  districts, to C6-1, C6-2 and R8A C1-4 districts.

         13                 This is an application that will

         14  produce new program space for academic research,

         15  academic instruction, recreational use, housing for

         16  graduate students, faculty and other employees, and

         17  162,000 square feet of retail above-grade and many,

         18  many more things on the campus of New York.

         19                 In balancing this, I believe it's the

         20  right project for the right time. I think it will be

         21  a help in the economic activity of this City, and,

         22  Madam Speaker, I recommend a yes vote.

         23                 I want to thank also, Gail, Carol,

         24  Christian and Alonzo, and especially the two members

         25  whose district this is in, Jackson and Council
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          2  Member Dickens, for all the hard work that they did.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

          4  Chairperson Katz.

          5                 Council Member Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          7  Madam Chair.

          8                 Let me just say to all of my

          9  colleagues that I want to thank all of the --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, I can't hear him.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes, if we could have

         13  quiet in the Chambers.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: I'd like to

         17  thank all of my colleagues and the staff that have

         18  worked on this particular matter. Obviously Gail

         19  Benjamin, and Alonzo and Ramon, and Speaker, all the

         20  other staff that have been involved, this has been a

         21  long, long process. And as Melinda Katz has laid out

         22  all the particular details, I must say that there

         23  are people that agree, people that disagree. That's

         24  part of the democratic process that we have in the

         25  United States of America. And I say that concerning
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          2  this Land Use process, for me it goes back even more

          3  than two years. It goes back approximately four

          4  years when this whole issue came up in Community

          5  Board 9, and subsequently, Madam Speaker, as your

          6  tenure as the Speaker of the City Council, I think

          7  that's one of the reasons why going back I requested

          8  to be on the Land Use Committee and requested your

          9  assistance and being on the Subcommittee for Zoning

         10  and Franchises. Because I know what this means for

         11  the community that I represent. There are tens of

         12  thousands of people that are unemployed, that need a

         13  job, that need affordable housing, that need a

         14  quality education, and I'm hoping that as a result

         15  of the actions here today, thousands of jobs will be

         16  attained for people that we represent, and the end

         17  result will be a win/win situation, both for the

         18  community and for Columbia University, a world

         19  renown institution.

         20                 Thank you very much to all.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Council Member Inez

         22  Dickens.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         24  please.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you so
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          2  much.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: And let me just say,

          4  we're going to have quiet in the Chambers, so we'll

          5  issue a warning. After we issue one warning, if

          6  there remains outbursts in the Chambers, the people

          7  who are making the outbursts will be removed from

          8  the Chambers. So, please, let's conduct these

          9  proceedings, whether you're in agreement or

         10  disagreement, in an appropriate and dignified

         11  manner.

         12                 Council Member Dickens.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

         14  Madam Speaker.

         15                 I ask my colleagues to vote yes in

         16  support of the rezoning, map changes and the 197-A

         17  plan for the Manhattanville community of West

         18  Harlem. This allows for the expansion of Columbia

         19  that will benefit the greater Harlem community,

         20  create sorely needed retail opportunities for the

         21  small business community, as well as the 6,000

         22  permanent jobs.

         23                 This is a community that has been

         24  devastated for years. This is a community that has

         25  been left without the benefit of any support, other
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          2  than for the residents who have cast their buckets

          3  down and stayed in the community to try to support

          4  it.

          5                 While I know that in the past

          6  Columbia has not been the best neighbor, I believe

          7  that this is a good faith effort that demonstrates

          8  their commitment to nurture the growth, to help to

          9  better my neighborhood.

         10                 While one may disagree with the

         11  details of change, I believe that this plan

         12  represents a reasonable commitment for a new

         13  beginning. This has been and will continue to be a

         14  difficult process. It is a long road ahead. We will

         15  continue to work together committed to effect a

         16  strong partnership that will allow the residents of

         17  the Upper West Side and the Harlem community to

         18  enjoy the landscape that they, the residents, have

         19  so heavily invested in over the years.

         20                 I want to thank the Speaker and her

         21  staff. I want to thank the Chairs of Land Use and

         22  the Subcommittees, Katz, Avella and Garodnick, for

         23  the many hours of testimony that they listened to,

         24  because that's what we're here to do, to listen to

         25  the public.
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          2                 We may not all agree, and it is often

          3  difficult. We cannot be everything to every one or

          4  every group, but we try to do the very best we can

          5  for our community.

          6                 My colleague, Council Member Jackson,

          7  although you have worked so hard and you often were

          8  down about this, you persevered, you stayed the

          9  course, you fought for what was better for the

         10  community at large, and not to just a few.

         11                 So, I want to say thank you. We share

         12  the community, although the benefits are in your

         13  district, but the community at large is what will

         14  benefit. So, I want to thank you.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Speaker. And thank

         16  you to my colleagues, and blessed, blessed holiday

         17  and Happy New Year.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

         19  Member Dickens.

         20                 The last comment I want to make in

         21  Communications from the Speaker is to let folks

         22  know, sadly, that Dan Avery, who is the Policy

         23  Analyst to our Environmental Protection Committee --

         24  where is Dan? He was here a few minutes ago. He

         25  might have figured out that he was going to get
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          2  talked about and left, but I hope not. Is Dan still

          3  here? He's gone. Let's just give us one second and

          4  see if we can get Dan.

          5                 Dan is leaving the Council to head

          6  the Sustainability Office at the New York Botanical

          7  Gardens. So, I want to wish Dan the best. This now

          8  means we hate the New York Botanical Gardens, but

          9  that's okay, it's their decision. But I really want

         10  to wish him the best of luck at the Botanical

         11  Gardens. You know, Dan and Donna have been our

         12  environmental dream team here, the dynamic

         13  environmental duo for quite some time, and we have

         14  been, although we wish Dan could stay with us longer

         15  than three years, this is obviously a really great

         16  opportunity for him, and I know I speak for myself

         17  and our Environmental Protection Chair when I say

         18  thank you, and say that there are a long list of

         19  things, from the Solid Waste Management Plan, from

         20  the Carbon Reduction legislation we passed last

         21  week, to initiatives on green roofs and stormwater

         22  runoff, and such a long list of things that would

         23  never have happened if it wasn't for Dan's hard

         24  work. And Dan is somebody who, I've talked to him

         25  late at night here, early in the morning, on
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          2  weekends. I have never had a situation where we have

          3  said we need to get this done and Dan Avery has ever

          4  said, no, I can't do it; no, I have a conflict; no,

          5  I have to get home; no, I planned on taking that day

          6  off. If there was an effort to do something, which

          7  is in the best interests of the New York City

          8  Council and the best interest of the environment of

          9  the City of New York, Dan always said yes. More

         10  often than not they were Dan's ideas that he was

         11  then going to implement. So, I really want to thank

         12  you so much, Dan, wish you the best of luck, and say

         13  we hope you continue to come up with good ideas at

         14  the Botanical Gardens which we can continue to steal

         15  from you and call them our own.

         16                 But thank you so much. You've done

         17  much to make this Council and this City a better and

         18  greener place.

         19                 MR. AVERY: (Not using the microphone.

         20  Inaudible.)

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Dan. And

         22  that concludes Communications from the Speaker,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of General Orders.
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          2                 Council Member Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

          4  much, Madam Chair.

          5                 First, I rise to say on M 854, the

          6  appointment of Shirley McRae to the Rules -- to the

          7  Planning Commission, while I am going to support

          8  that, I want to offer a critical support because of

          9  her role in Community Board 2 in the firing of Olah

         10  Alobi (phonetic), who was a District Manager then,

         11  and she was a very fine District Manager and they

         12  inappropriately fired her, and she had to go to

         13  court to actually win her seat back.

         14                 So, while I think because she is an

         15  African-American woman, and the Commission does need

         16  more people of color, I'm going to support her with

         17  critical support, and I hope that she is more

         18  independent in her thinking.

         19                 As far as Columbia University is

         20  concerned, I think they are a notorious realtor in

         21  Harlem. I think they have displaced the project,

         22  even though they didn't use eminent domain for about

         23  400 some odd residents, there is the threat,

         24  according to their numbers, of another 4,700

         25  possible at-risk residents. And when they use vague
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          2  terms like that, it concerns me.

          3                 I think the 197-A plan of the

          4  Planning Board, who does not support Columbia

          5  University, is the plan that we should be going

          6  forth with, and this body should never, ever support

          7  anybody that uses the threat of eminent domain or

          8  the actual use of eminent domain on those who are in

          9  the commercial business, the retailers which it

         10  could still be used. And I think that we should have

         11  prolonged the process just for another month and

         12  voted in January. There are a few community members

         13  who had more to say to respond to the huge hearing

         14  of 80 people and of all of the information that came

         15  out, not even all the Council members have all the

         16  information.

         17                 So, I'm voting no, and encouraging

         18  all of my colleagues to vote no. Don't trust

         19  Columbia University.

         20                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Quiet,

         21  please. Quiet, please.

         22                 Council member Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Mr. Whip; is

         24  that right?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Not anymore.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: No more?

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Deputy Majority

          4  Leader.

          5                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Deputy

          6  Majority Leader. Whatever, whatever.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: On, Mr.

          8  Deputy Majority, I just want to ask for unanimous

          9  consent, I have an emergency in my district that I

         10  have to go to, to vote aye on all items before the

         11  Council.

         12                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: So

         13  ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         15                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Seeing

         16  no others, then we can call the roll.

         17                 Who? What? Council Member Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

         19  What was your title again, I'm sorry?

         20                 I rise also to talk about the

         21  Columbia expansion, and I'm not going to repeat all

         22  the comments I made as Chair of the Subcommittee on

         23  Zoning and Franchises, but I do want to make just a

         24  couple of quick points.

         25                 One, we are rushing the vote on this.
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          2  We do have time under the ULURP clock and we should

          3  have taken it and given the community, the community

          4  board, and the property owners every opportunity to

          5  negotiate with Columbia.

          6                 Two, eminent domain is on the table.

          7  And when we approve this today, we set the precedent

          8  that any large institution that has political

          9  influence, any developer can come to a property

         10  owner and say, I have a better use for your

         11  property. Every property owner in this City should

         12  worry if we do this today.

         13                 And lastly, again, I'm not going to

         14  repeat all the comments I made earlier, but lastly,

         15  just to comment on the fact of the number of jobs

         16  that has been stated it will create. I understand

         17  that those jobs could have been created without any

         18  of the rezoning that is being approved today.

         19                 Columbia has enough property to do

         20  that. And as I've said in the past, and many of you

         21  have agreed with me, we are not doing real

         22  affordable housing in this City. If this Columbia

         23  proposal includes the same formula that we're doing

         24  in other neighborhoods, the people in West Harlem

         25  are not going to be able to afford the housing.
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          2  Let's do something that really helps the people of

          3  this community. I would urge my colleagues to vote

          4  no on this application.

          5                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

          6  Council Member Oddo.

          7                 Quiet, please.

          8                 Council Member Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I'm not going to

         10  speak. I just would like to take a moment to welcome

         11  back home to the Chambers a former colleague, who is

         12  now currently the Clerk of Richmond County, and

         13  that's our good friend Steve Fiala in the back.

         14  Steven, welcome home.

         15                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Is

         16  there no other people that would like to speak?

         17                 We'll have Report of Standing

         18  Committees.

         19                 Report of Special Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Report

         22  of Standing Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Finance.

         25                 Intro. 635. Southern Boulevard
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          2  Business Improvement District.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 656. Sale of

          6  tax liens.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 641

         10  and Reso 1192. Report of Housing Program.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         15                 Intro. 651-A. Campaign Finance.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         17  General Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         19  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         20                 Intro. 613-A. Use of explosives.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         22  General Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Land Use.

         25                 LU 563 and Reso 1193, through LU 594
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          2  and Reso 1195, on page six, UDAAPs and ULURPs.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 616 and Reso 1196,

          6  and 619 and Reso 1197, in rem actions.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 619 and Reso 1198.

         10  UDAAP, Manhattan.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 628 and Reso 1199.

         14  Enclosed sidewalk cafe.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 632 and Reso 1200,

         18  through LU 635 and Reso 1202. Various ULURPS.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Public Safety.

         23                 Intro. 562-A, public lewdness.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         25  General Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          4                 M 854 and Reso 1203. Approving the

          5  appointment of Shirley McRae, City Planning

          6  Commission.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         12  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 At this point I ask for a roll call

         16  on all items that have been coupled on the General

         17  Order Calendar, please.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on

         24  everything, except Land Use No. 634 and Reso 1201;

         25  and Land Use No. 635, Reso 1202, I vote no.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye on

          6  all items, except for Land Use Reso 634 -- I mean,

          7  LU 634 and Reso 1201, Columbia, and LU 635 and Reso

          8  1202, also Columbia, I vote no.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

         11  explain a couple of things, if I can.

         12                 One is that regarding that Columbia

         13  vote, I know that there was much discussion today. I

         14  know these sponsors had to move quickly, but I just

         15  want to say that as somebody who tries to get as

         16  much information as possible without much

         17  information, I wish I could have had a little bit

         18  more time to be able to listen to the back and forth

         19  that Democratic Caucus usually provides.

         20                 Number two, I want to thank the

         21  Borough President, because he did have a very good

         22  discussion.

         23                 And number three, having both the

         24  Time Warner Center and 50 years ago Lincoln Center

         25  in my district, the job situation is such that at
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          2  the beginning there are wonderful jobs, but somebody

          3  has to pay a whole lot of attention to make sure

          4  that the community continues to get those jobs. And

          5  I know that eminent domain is a real challenge.

          6                 I want to thank Jordy Reyes, Home

          7  Block of Board 9 (phonetic). I can't talk much more.

          8  I vote aye, but with much concern. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: I would like

         13  to ask unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use

         14  Call-Ups. I vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups. Aye

         15  on all coupled General Order matters, and I would

         16  like to wish everyone very happy holidays.

         17                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: So

         18  ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: The proper

         23  title for you today, sir, is Mr. President Pro-Tem.

         24                 May I have a brief moment to explain

         25  my vote?
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          2                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Yes,

          3  you may.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Just very

          5  briefly, I would like to congratulate my colleague,

          6  Melissa Mark-Viverito on her first bill, the

          7  blasting bill. And on the 197-A, I'm very conflicted

          8  but in the end the constituents of Harlem sent to

          9  this institution Robert Jackson and Inez Dickens, I

         10  trust their judgment and their decision so that

         11  leans me to stick with them, so I vote aye on all,

         12  except for Intro. 651-A, which I vote no. Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Pass.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

         21  excused to explain my vote? Yes? Thank you.

         22                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Yes.

         23  Yes. I'm sorry.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Okay. Yes,

         25  thank you.
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          2                 Having been familiar with an

          3  organization that has been unfriendly towards a

          4  community and then once they want something makes

          5  all the promises in the world, I'm always suspect.

          6  But in deference to Council Member Dickens, who I

          7  spoke to, I am voting aye on all, except Land Use

          8  634 and Reso 1201, and Land Use 635 and Reso 1202,

          9  of which I abstain, because if it's not good enough

         10  for my community when I voted against an

         11  organization doing what they'd like and giving us

         12  crumbs, then I don't think I'm in a position to say

         13  yes for another community.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote, Mr. Acting Public

         25  Advocate?
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          2                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Yes.

          3  Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

          5  much.

          6                 I vote aye on all, but as a Council

          7  Member who represents some of our City's other

          8  finest institutions of highest learning, which have

          9  had and will have numerous Land Use issues before

         10  this body, though I'm a proud graduate of the one

         11  whose application is before us today, but I feel

         12  compelled to make the point that while voting aye, I

         13  do not look to this vote as precedent setting with

         14  respect to any other communities or any other

         15  institutions, but rather as an acknowledgment that

         16  under the very able leadership of our colleagues,

         17  Council Member Dickens and Jackson, the particulars,

         18  and with the able leadership of our Land Use Chair,

         19  Melinda Katz, the particulars of this application

         20  and the specifics have been worked out to the

         21  satisfaction of the specific needs and interests of

         22  the impacted community, and therefore, this should

         23  be viewed as a singular approval which does not set

         24  a precedent going forward.

         25                 As I said, I vote aye on all. Thank
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          2  you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'd like to

          5  vote yes on all, with the exceptions of Land Use 634

          6  and Reso 1201, and Land Use 635 and Reso 1202, on

          7  which I abstain. I'd like to wish everyone a very

          8  happy and blessed holiday and Happy New Year, Mr.

          9  President Pro-tem. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: No on 651-A;

         14  no on 634 and companion Resolution 1201; no on 635

         15  and companion Resolution 1202. And a happy holidays

         16  to all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         21  excused to explain my vote?

         22                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: According to a

         24  recent newspaper today, two more members of the West

         25  Harlem Local Development Corporation quit, a Board
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          2  chosen to represent the community in talks with

          3  Columbia, they quit in protest over the rushed

          4  process.

          5                 Last month three LDC Board members

          6  resigned in order to criticize the secret

          7  negotiations, which they say were designed to buy

          8  the community's acquiescence.

          9                 This process has minimized the

         10  community's 197-A plan and the input of Manhattan's

         11  Community Board 9.

         12                 We need to support and put forward

         13  community planning. We need to stop making a mockery

         14  of the City Charter and our Community Boards.

         15                 Columbia University's proposed

         16  rezoning will forever, forever change the character

         17  of that community.

         18                 Columbia University has an obligation

         19  to develop and expand in a manner that is

         20  compatible, with the interest of West Harlem, such

         21  is not the case today.

         22                 And lastly, from Queens to Brooklyn,

         23  from the proposed Atlantic Yards to Coney Island,

         24  and West Harlem today is just yet another example of

         25  the threat and/or, I would argue, the abuse of
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          2  eminent domain. Your house today, my house tomorrow.

          3  Your business is not your own. This is the Columbia

          4  University -- excuse me. The Columbia University and

          5  the community would be much better served were they

          6  to integrate rather than dominate, swallow,

          7  subjugate or control the neighboring community.

          8                 And, so, I say, let the market

          9  control, let them negotiate with residents, let them

         10  negotiate with businesses, without the undue

         11  influence, the undue pressure of

         12  government-sponsored threats, politely referred to

         13  as "eminent domain."

         14                 And I say to the residents, don't

         15  worry, you'll join Brooklyn and we'll see them in

         16  court.

         17                 I vote yes on everything; and I vote

         18  no on Reso 634, LU 634, Reso 1201; LU 635, Reso

         19  1202, on those I vote no. Everything else, I vote

         20  aye.

         21                 I congratulate Shirley McRae today on

         22  her appointment to the Planning Board, and I just

         23  want to thank this Speaker and all the staff for

         24  working with us with respect to the lien sales. I

         25  was glad we were able to negotiate out those
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          2  homeowners who are low income and senior citizens.

          3                 I thank you very much, and everyone

          4  have a happy holiday.

          5                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Quiet,

          6  please. Quiet, please.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz. Council Member

          8  Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: On 651-A I

         12  vote no; on 613-A, I abstain. On all other matters

         13  on the General Order calendar, I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: With a big

         16  congratulations to Council Member Mark-Viverito, I

         17  vote yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Could I

         22  please be excused to explain my vote?

         23                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Being

         25  an alum of Columbia University, I'm quite familiar
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          2  with the fact that they don't have a very good

          3  reputation in the community.

          4                 Having said that, I do have complete

          5  confidence and faith in the time and the effort that

          6  have been put in by our two colleagues, and out of

          7  respect for those efforts, I will vote aye on this

          8  project.

          9                 So, having said that, I vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I vote aye on

         15  all, and I abstain on Land Use matters 634 and 635

         16  and Reso 1201 and 1202.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes, I

         19  vote no on 651-A, and I abstain on LU 632, 634, 635

         20  and the accompanying resolutions, and I vote

         21  affirmative on the rest.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I apologize, I
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          2  request unanimous consent to vote yes on all Land

          3  Use Call-Ups.

          4                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: So

          5  ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I vote aye on all

          7  Land Use Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: With

         14  congratulations to Jackson and Dickens, I vote aye

         15  on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

         20  temporarily excused, Mr. Grand --

         21                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: So

         22  ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         24                 I, too, have some serious problems

         25  with the way eminent domain was used in this matter,
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          2  but out of deference to Council Members Jackson,

          3  Dickens and Katz, I will abstain on 634, Land Use

          4  635 and Resos 1201, 1202; and vote aye on the rest.

          5  Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: May I be excused

          8  to explain my vote?

          9                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Sure.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, I had to

         11  leave the room for a moment and I was unclear to

         12  whether or not 656 had been coupled on General

         13  Orders. It has been? It has been.

         14                 Having said that, I'd like to be

         15  recorded in the no in Intro. 656. I'm under the

         16  impression that my community which is really

         17  overwhelmed with predatory lenders, that many of our

         18  two- and three- and four-family homes, the

         19  homeowners are really overwhelmed in trying to meet

         20  their payments, having averted the lien sale, which

         21  is why many of them got involved in predatory

         22  lending in the first place, and, so, they're having

         23  a very difficult time trying to maintain their

         24  houses with the existing revenue that they have, and

         25  information from those who are developing homes in
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          2  the community indicate that any additional lien,

          3  water lien or any other additional lien, including

          4  increased fuel costs, will be devastating. So, to

          5  protect my community as best I can, I vote no on

          6  Intro. 656.

          7                 To support, I vote aye on the other

          8  items. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: May I request

         13  unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use items?

         14                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: So

         15  ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I abstain on LU

         17  632 and its companion Resolution 1200. I abstain

         18  from LU 634, Resolution 1201; and I abstain from LU

         19  635 and Reso -- oh -- and I abstain on 635 and Reso

         20  1202, and I vote aye on all coupled General Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         23  all. I just want to say on the Columbia item, you

         24  know, I congratulate my colleagues, Council Member

         25  Dickens and Jackson and of course the Speaker --
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          2                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Quiet,

          3  please. Quiet, please.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: -- And the

          5  Land Use Chair.

          6                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: I know

          7  it's late but he needs to be heard.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I do need to

          9  be heard. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         10                 And the product I think is excellent

         11  for the City to have Columbia be able to grow.

         12                 I just do want to register my

         13  concerns for future things with the process of

         14  community benefits agreements, kind of replacing

         15  ULURPs. And I understand that here the Council and

         16  the Speaker I think played an extremely useful role

         17  in pushing this process forward, but I think that we

         18  as an institution should think through whether

         19  that's a good way to go, because I do worry about

         20  it, replacing what is a very solid Land Use process

         21  and for future items, so I just want to register

         22  that concern. And as well, with having kind of a

         23  threat of eminent domain being used by, you know, to

         24  push something forward, I'd like to see that in the

         25  future the Administration very, very much more
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          2  reluctant to start with that.

          3                 So, I just want to register those

          4  items. And I want to, on the water lien side, I just

          5  want to thank the Speaker and the Finance Chair and

          6  Mike Keogh, the Finance Director, for, particularly

          7  for including the provision about relief from lien

          8  sales for low-income seniors. I think that will

          9  prove to be very important to some very distressed

         10  folks. So, I just want to thank them for doing that.

         11  Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I know it's

         14  late, and the amount of greenhouse gases that have

         15  been emitted in this room already is extraordinary,

         16  but I do have to ask permission to explain my vote?

         17                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: So

         18  ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First, I want

         20  to say that the Land Use planning and policy aspects

         21  of the Columbia project I believe are all good, and

         22  the work that's been done by the Speaker, Council

         23  Members Jackson, Dickens and Katz is extraordinary.

         24                 But for reasons that haven't been

         25  discussed yet on this floor today, and as a matter
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          2  of very, very deep conscience, I cannot vote for it.

          3                 Some people believe that a college

          4  campus is a place where there should be an open and

          5  free discourse of all ideas. I don't exactly agree

          6  with that.

          7                 I think a college campus is a place

          8  where we pursue the highest ideals, and the best

          9  ideas, and when it comes to that test, Columbia

         10  University has failed miserably.

         11                 They have invited to their campus a

         12  hate monger, a homophobe, a Holocaust denier, and

         13  they have given him a platform of credibility that I

         14  think is shameful. And I take that in the context,

         15  as some of us remember four years ago being

         16  approached by Columbia University students in

         17  Project David, who felt that as students in the

         18  Middle East Studies Department at Columbia, they

         19  could not freely express their support for Israel

         20  without being discriminated against, and denied

         21  their academic freedom, and in an action that could

         22  only put the capital Hu in Hutspa, Columbia

         23  self-investigated, self-exonerated, and issued the

         24  report during a recess period when the students who

         25  were the victims were not on campus or in town. I am
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          2  voting yes on all coupled General Orders, other than

          3  Land Use 634 and 635, Resos 1201 and 1202, on which

          4  I vote no. And I cast those votes for the students

          5  in Project David, I cast those votes for academic

          6  freedom, I cast those votes for the shackled women

          7  in Iran, for the closeted, fearful gay people in

          8  Iran, for people who oppose the politics of hate and

          9  terror, for people who abhor tyranny and for people

         10  who adore human rights.

         11                 I thank you for your indulgence, and

         12  I vote no on those items.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I have two

         15  minutes to sort of reminisce?

         16                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: So

         17  ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I'm glad I'm

         19  following Council Member Fidler, because as you

         20  know, he's one of my best friends in this body and

         21  I'm proud of what he just said.

         22                 This summer will be my 20th

         23  anniversary of graduating Fordham University, and 20

         24  years is a long time, but I remember as it was

         25  yesterday, and I remember how quickly it went. And
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          2  for those of us who were term limited and leaving

          3  this body in two years, today is sort of like the

          4  last exam of second semester of sophomore year. We

          5  have two more years of the privilege of being in

          6  this body and working together, and today I think

          7  was a good day for this body. The debate, the lively

          8  debate, even when it got a little excitable, I

          9  enjoyed it. And I just say to all my colleagues in

         10  this festive time of year, we have two more years to

         11  do what's right by this City, two more years to do

         12  what we think is right in our hearts, and two more

         13  years to hopefully have some fun together. I will be

         14  voting no on Intro 651-A, yes on all others.

         15                 Have a happy holiday and a Merry

         16  Christmas and God bless all of you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes on all. And I just

         19  want to remind folks that the Council's holiday

         20  party is starting in 15 minutes. Starting in 15

         21  minutes over at the Surrogates Court House, so I

         22  would urge everyone to head over there as soon as we

         23  wrap things up here, and a happy holidays and happy

         24  New Year to all.

         25                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:
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          2  Members, we still have a resolution to vote on, so

          3  please bear with us while we do the tally. Quiet in

          4  the room, please. We still have another item of

          5  business to vote on.

          6                 Okay, quiet, please.

          7                 All items on today's General Order

          8  calendar were adopted by a vote of 46 in the

          9  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero extensions;

         10  with the exception of Intro. 651-A, which was

         11  adopted by a vote of 41 affirmative, five negative

         12  and zero abstentions; Intro. 656, which was adopted

         13  by a vote of 45 affirmative, one negative, zero

         14  abstentions; Intro. 613-A, which was adopted by a

         15  vote of 45 affirmative, zero negative, one

         16  abstention; Land Use 632 and Resolution 1200, which

         17  was adopted by a vote of 44 affirmative, zero

         18  negative, two abstentions; and Land Use 634,

         19  Resolution 1201, and Land Use 635, Resolution 1202,

         20  which was adopted by 35 affirmative, five negative

         21  and six abstentions.

         22                 Revised Land Use Call-Up vote is 45

         23  affirmative and zero negatives -- 46 affirmative and

         24  zero negative.

         25                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

          3  to committees as indicated on the agenda.

          4                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: We

          5  have a resolution.

          6                 Quiet, please.

          7                 Discussion of Resolutions.

          8                 No. Seeing no discussions --

          9                 (Outburst in audience.)

         10                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Quiet,

         11  please. Quiet, please. Quiet, please. Can we just

         12  let them out? Quiet, please.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Get quiet in the

         14  Chambers.

         15                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Quiet,

         16  please.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Can the Sergeants

         18  please clear the balcony.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

         20  Sergeant-At-Arms, please take the people in the

         21  first row that threw down those cards.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Can the Sergeants

         23  please clear the balcony.

         24                 Council Member Comrie, please

         25  continue.
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          2                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Quiet,

          3  please.

          4                 There is no discussion on the

          5  resolution. Can we call the vote on the resolution?

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: All in favor.

          8                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: All in

          9  favor of Resolution 1004, calling upon the New York

         10  State Legislature to amend the New York State Real

         11  Property Tax with respect to properties in the City

         12  of New York to establish the declining property tax

         13  exemption on properties constructed or

         14  reconstructed, where such construction or

         15  reconstruction includes the installation of a green

         16  roof, adopted by the Committee on Finance.

         17                 All in favor?

         18                 All opposed?

         19                 General Discussion.

         20                 Council Member Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         22  Leroy. Just one moment before we go. My long-time

         23  Chief of Staff, Jeff Lebb, this is his last Stated

         24  Meeting today. He has been with me from before I was

         25  a Council member, he was a student of mine in Queens
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          2  College. I just want to recognize Jeff in a very,

          3  very special way, and I want to thank him for all

          4  his service. He's my colleague, he's my friend, he's

          5  my brother, and I love him very much and I just wish

          6  him all the best in his new venture.

          7                 If we could have a big round of

          8  applause for my Chief of Staff, Jeff Lebb, as he

          9  goes on to new things. Thank you, Jeff. God bless

         10  you, and via condios (phonetic).

         11                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

         12  Council Member Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just Mr.

         14  Acting Public Advocate, I just need to make the

         15  point that I was one who vociferously and strongly

         16  opposed the wrongful decision of the Columbia

         17  Administration to invite and host the Iranian

         18  dictator, and I stand by that.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Quiet,

         20  please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: But that

         22  decision, as wrong and as ill-advised and as immoral

         23  as I believe it was, should not have a bearing on a

         24  Land Use application that should be resolved on the

         25  basis of the long-term institutional academic merits
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          2  of the long-term community needs and merits of the

          3  particular application. And I just needed to state

          4  that for the record. In the interest of time, I will

          5  defer my comments to a future session. Thank you.

          6                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Thank

          7  you.

          8                 Council Member Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you, my

         10  leader. Let me just wish all of those, today is a

         11  Muslim holiday, it's Id, so happy Id to all of those

         12  that celebrate the holiday today. And I wish all of

         13  my colleagues and everyone peace and happiness

         14  during the holiday season, and Happy New Year in

         15  2008.

         16                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Seeing

         17  no others, I'd like to wish everyone a happy and

         18  blessed holiday season. May you all connect with

         19  your loved ones and may you all take care of each

         20  other, and we'll see you in the new year.

         21                 With that, I will call the meeting

         22  closed.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 5:55 p.m.)

         24
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