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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We have two

          3  ceremonials today. The first ceremonial, let me turn

          4  the mic over to our Assistant Majority Leader, Leroy

          5  Comrie, and we will go from there.

          6                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Thank

          7  you, Speaker Quinn.

          8                 Good afternoon, everyone. It is my

          9  honor today to have Dr. Ian Smith here this

         10  afternoon in the Council Chambers.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Can we get a little

         12  quiet in the Chambers in the back? If we could just

         13  take any side conversations outside, please?

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: As you

         16  know, about a month ago I announced here in the

         17  Chambers that I was doing a lifestyle change to try

         18  to frankly save my life, to do what's necessary to

         19  change my diet and my eating habits, to give up

         20  Pepsi's that I've been mainlining and give up all

         21  the other bad food.

         22                 And Dr. Ian Smith, who is a national

         23  personality in his own right, has started a national

         24  challenge --

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: But no one is a bigger
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          2  national personality than you, Leroy.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Oh, it's nice

          4  to be loved in your own neighborhood, right? But

          5  he's a person who started the 50 million pound

          6  challenge, which is a national program focusing on

          7  the African-American community, but I actually

          8  around the entire country to get people to adopt

          9  better lifestyles, better eating habits and a better

         10  diet, and he has joined this challenge. We have some

         11  members of Team Comrie here, including Speaker

         12  Quinn, including Vinnie, who has already adopted

         13  your diet earlier and lost 35 pounds before. Council

         14  Member Tom White has joined, Council Member Inez

         15  Dickens has joined, and many other people have

         16  joined and they're here today.

         17                 So, we've been honored. You know, he

         18  has fit his first million of the 50 million

         19  challenge, so it started in the last couple of

         20  weeks, and also with State Farm, who is his national

         21  sponsor, and I'll have them come forward while the

         22  clerk reads the proclamation.

         23                 Oh, sorry.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: No, I just wanted to

         25  say one thing before we read the Proclamation. Well,
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          2  I just want to say two or three quick things. First

          3  is, you know, when Leroy announced that he was doing

          4  this, almost every single member of the City Council

          5  had something supportive to say that day on the

          6  floor. So, helping Leroy get as healthy as he can

          7  possibly be, so he can be around as long as he can

          8  possibly be to help all of us, to help his wife, his

          9  beautiful children, that may be the only thing there

         10  is true unanimity about in the New York City

         11  Council, and that is because, I know I speak for our

         12  Whip, but as Dickens, and all the other Council

         13  members, when I say there is no Council member more

         14  loved than Leroy Comrie.

         15                 So, Dr. Smith, we want to thank you

         16  for what you're doing for New York, what you're

         17  doing for the African-American community, what

         18  you're doing for our country, but mostly we want to

         19  thank you for what you're doing to help Leroy

         20  Comrie.

         21                 And if I could ask the clerk to read

         22  the proclamation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         24  York, Proclamation.

         25                 Whereas: Dr. Ian Smith, a New York
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          2  physician and best-selling author has teamed up with

          3  a remarkable group of African-American leaders and

          4  State Farm Insurance Company to launch the 50

          5  million pound challenge, an unprecedented campaign

          6  and commitment by the African-American community, to

          7  join hands and help people take control of their

          8  lives and health; and

          9                 Whereas: The 50 million pound

         10  challenge is on one of the largest African-American

         11  health initiatives ever undertaken and aims to reach

         12  its ambitious goal by making it easier for millions

         13  of people to get fit, lose weight and turn back the

         14  epidemic of deadly weight-related diseases that

         15  threaten half of all Americans today, and

         16  particularly plagues the African-American community

         17  with high rates of heart disease, stroke, diabetes,

         18  cancer and other related illnesses; now, therefore,

         19                 Be It Known: The Council of the City

         20  of New York honors Dr. Ian Smith.

         21                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         22  Entire Council; Leroy Comrie, Deputy Majority

         23  Leader, Council Member 27th District, Brooklyn.

         24                 DR. SMITH: Thank you very much.

         25                 I just want to say that I'm very
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          2  grateful to Councilman Comrie and his office, who

          3  contacted us. I thought it was a joke when I heard

          4  that he wanted to join us. So, I sent the message to

          5  my team and they said, no, he's serious, he wants to

          6  do this. I'm very grateful that you decided to trust

          7  us to do this.

          8                 I want to thank New York City. This

          9  is a home City. I love New York City. I've been

         10  around the country and I'm always happy to come

         11  back.

         12                 I want to thank the young men and

         13  women on the balcony for being here, and Speaker

         14  Quinn, I'm a fan of yours. I read about you

         15  everyday, and keep fighting the good fight. We need

         16  to lose weight. We need to be healthy and it's not

         17  just black America, it's all America. So, all the

         18  things I say on Celebrity Fit Club, I'm trying to

         19  make it free to the rest of the country. So, thank

         20  you all for joining. And we'll be here when we hit 5

         21  million and 10 million and 25 million.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 Oh, and one last thing, sorry. You

         24  talk about corporate citizenship. Corporate

         25  citizenship. All of this is available. This is a
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          2  free campaign for anyone who wants to join. And we

          3  give away everything free - diet plan, exercise

          4  plan. It's due to one sponsor, State Farm. And I

          5  have to thank State Farm for stepping up to the

          6  plate and saying it mattered, and being the good

          7  neighbor like they always are.

          8                 So, State Farm, thank you very much.

          9                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you.

         10                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: I just

         11  want to say for all the members, there's a starter

         12  kit in the bag actually, to let you know about the

         13  details of the 50 million pound challenge. We vetted

         14  it, it's cool. I know you can't lose any more, R.J.,

         15  but we vetted it. I want to thank Gary and all of

         16  the staff, and I really want to thank Dr. Ian about

         17  putting me on as personal challenge. And it will

         18  take a village to help me lose weight. Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: It will take all of us

         20  together, but Leroy, you've got to give yourself a

         21  pat on the back, because you are doing great. I

         22  think we all can see that and you need to be

         23  encouraged by yourself about how well you do.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS:

         25  Congratulations.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, everybody.

          3  And our next ceremonial is with Council Member Al --

          4  oh, there he is. Council Member Al Vann.

          5                 And I just want to say, we recognize

          6  it's a little hot in here, we're trying to get a

          7  little air on.

          8                 And let me give the mic over to Al

          9  Vann. You know, it wasn't planned, but I think it

         10  was great to have these two ceremonies together on

         11  one day to share good information with each other.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         13  Madam Speaker. If I could ask the principal and all

         14  the Bedford Academy staff and administrators and

         15  teachers who are here, if you will join me up front.

         16                 I am really very proud and very

         17  honored that the Bedford Academy just happens to be

         18  located in Bedford Stuyvesant in the district that I

         19  represent, but this is not a Bedford Stuyvesant

         20  story. It's not even a Brooklyn story. It's beyond

         21  even New York City, what we're celebrating today and

         22  what it represents. Time would not permit a full

         23  understanding of what the Bedford Academy

         24  Institution and those people you see before you have

         25  achieved, and, of course, it could not have been
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          2  possible without the students of Bedford Academy who

          3  are present.

          4                 I said to the Madam Speaker, you are

          5  aware of the new report card, if you will, that the

          6  Chancellor of the Department of Education brought

          7  into play, and there were only two schools that

          8  scored above 100 on that report card. And one of the

          9  schools is the Bedford Academy.

         10                 Now, let me tell you what's so great

         11  about that. We have a lot of respect and we

         12  appreciate the work that is done at Stuyvesant High

         13  School at Science High School, of Brooklyn Tech and

         14  all the others. They do an excellent job. We send

         15  them our better students and they continue to keep

         16  them better students, and they ought to be commended

         17  for that. And then there is this outstanding thing

         18  that occurred on the way to City Hall. There is a

         19  little school that you don't have to take an exam to

         20  get into. All of their students are not level four,

         21  they may be level three, they may be level two. All

         22  of them don't have the kind of support system that

         23  you find with most students who go to schools that I

         24  mentioned, and for the Board of Ed to evaluate all

         25  of those schools, and to say, Bedford Academy, you
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          2  move your students higher and further than any other

          3  school in the City of New York, is a magnificent

          4  achievement. Magnificent. Magnificent.

          5                 And here is what it does: Beyond the

          6  students who attend that school, it verifies to the

          7  family, but it acclaims to the world that if you are

          8  prepared, as you are prepared, and if you care, as

          9  you have demonstrated you care, then that means that

         10  you are dedicated, and if you are dedicated to your

         11  profession, you're committed to your students, then

         12  they will excel.  No matter where they come from,

         13  they would excel, and you would have demonstrated

         14  that to the world, we can educate, we can excel.

         15                 So, this City Council is honored to

         16  have this opportunity to make this proclamation.

         17                 Madam Speaker, Regent Sanford is in

         18  the house, and we would not be honorable and do the

         19  proper thing if we didn't ask the Regent Sanford,

         20  Dr. Adelaide Sanford, if she would come forward and

         21  make comments at this time. She is very, very

         22  familiar with Bedford Academy.

         23                 DR. SANFORD: Thank you, Assemblyman

         24  Vann (sic).

         25                 I wish that the world was really
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          2  honest about wanting to educate all of the children.

          3  When I first me Mr. George Leonard, he was working

          4  with fifth grade students, some in special education

          5  classes, and they all passed the high school biology

          6  regent. That goes back about 15 years or so. And the

          7  person who was in charge of that program, Science

          8  Skill Center, was a person who became a

          9  superintendent, Michael Johnson, in District 29.

         10                 Unfortunately, he was dismissed with

         11  five or six other males of African ancestry, at the

         12  time that the new regime came in. So, there is a

         13  logic and a history behind what happened at Bedford

         14  Academy.

         15                 For, you see, originally Bedford

         16  Academy was to access some of the extra monies that

         17  were available for small schools, but Bedford

         18  Academy didn't get it.

         19                 So, you see, it is not just that they

         20  achieved, but they achieved in spite of being

         21  rejected, in spite of being dismissive from the

         22  power structure. And so the message is not just that

         23  they excel, but the message to all under-served

         24  people is that no one defies your potential and your

         25  capability. So, the stones that were rejected became
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          2  the cornerstone of the building.

          3                 So, Bedford Academy, without the

          4  extra funds that were given to encourage and

          5  enhance, because of the leadership of Dr. Lester

          6  Young and Roger Green. They insisted that George

          7  Leonard be the principal there, in spite of the

          8  system not wanting him.

          9                 It is important that we understand

         10  what that symbolizes.  And why was Michael Johnson,

         11  who headed the Science Skill Center, where Mr.

         12  Leonard excelled, why is he no longer a part of this

         13  system?

         14                 Let's not lose George Leonard. There

         15  will be all kinds of forces out there to disprove

         16  that he could do what he has done, and other

         17  principals who are excelling better, not being

         18  acclaimed. So, let the Council, the Education

         19  Committee of the Council, and the Higher Education

         20  Committee of the Council, make sure that the

         21  organized system of education, not only gives him

         22  what is due, but that he is protected from the

         23  onslaught that will develop because of his

         24  unparalleled success.

         25                 I am surprised that you asked me, but
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          2  I must speak the truth so that the people will

          3  understand the significance of what has happened at

          4  Bedford Academy and protect him and the staff and

          5  the students so that they are not wiped out because

          6  they have achieved, not because of, but in spite of

          7  the support of the educational community.

          8                 Thank you so much.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you.

         10                 Okay, the proclamation will be read.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         12  York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

         14  custom of the New York City Council to honor those

         15  institutions that have made positive contributions

         16  to the City, and today we are proud to honor Bedford

         17  Academy High School for its commitment to providing

         18  a high quality educational experience for students

         19  in the Bedford Stuyvesant community; and

         20                 Whereas: Bedford Academy High School

         21  has a 90 percent plus passing rate on all New York

         22  State Regents exams, as well as a 90 percent plus

         23  graduation and attendance rates; and

         24                 Whereas: Bedford Academy High School

         25  has an exemplary score on the New York City
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          2  Department of Education progress report indicating

          3  it as being one of the best schools in the City of

          4  New York; and now, therefore,

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors Bedford Academy High School

          7  for its standing academic achievements and

          8  extraordinary contributions to the City and to the

          9  community.

         10                 Council Member Christine C. Quinn,

         11  Speaker for the Entire Council; Albert Vann, Council

         12  Member, 36th District, Brooklyn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Mr. George

         14  Leonard. Let's hear it for the principal of the

         15  Bedford Academy.

         16                 MR. LEONARD: Thank you so much. I

         17  want to thank the City Council for this great honor.

         18  This proclamation means more than you can know.

         19                 Bedford Academy is a family. Is more

         20  than just a school. And we have so many people to

         21  thank. And we accept this recognition because it

         22  means so much to the students. And I accept this in

         23  honor of the students who should be in class, but

         24  this is a great experience for them. They would

         25  never have the opportunity to come to a place like
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          2  this and understand what really goes on in New York

          3  City.

          4                 So, I say to the students, we love

          5  you. We want you to be the best that you can be. And

          6  because we have tunnelvision with what we do at

          7  Bedford Academy, while we were doing that, we ended

          8  up becoming number one.

          9                 The rating is important, but what's

         10  more important for us is that these students excel,

         11  and that these students don't just enter college,

         12  they complete college, and then grad school, and

         13  then post grad, because there is life after high

         14  school.

         15                 So, in order to do a great job, it's

         16  more than just accepting it as a 9:00 to 5:00. We're

         17  in that building until 8:00 p.m. Because it's a

         18  commitment. People should not go into education, if

         19  they feel that it's a job. Because if you take on

         20  that type of mindset, you will not do a great job in

         21  education. New York needs to do better in this area.

         22  And under this new regime where they have the

         23  ratings dealing with how you take a low achiever and

         24  make them into a high achiever before they leave.

         25  That's why our score was so high.
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          2                 Eighty percent of our graduating

          3  class last year were levels ones and twos, and some

          4  of them will go around saying that I have special

          5  needs. I mean, that's in her head. But that student

          6  who said that she had special needs is now in

          7  college, and she graduated with an advanced Regents

          8  diploma. So, I guess she doesn't have special needs

          9  anymore.

         10                 All it takes is take your time, work

         11  with the student and love what you do.

         12                 I want to thank Dr. Lester Young for

         13  believing in me and giving me the opportunity to be

         14  the principal of this great institution.

         15                 I want to thank Dr. Adelaide Sanford,

         16  who has been following my career from the early

         17  eighties to now. She's always been there for me, has

         18  always encouraged me, has been my inspiration, and I

         19  love her to death. And I will not let her down.

         20                 The staff of Bedford Academy. No man

         21  is an island, no woman is an island. The staff of

         22  Bedford Academy, I'm very hard on them. I'm

         23  surprised to hear -- I'm very hard on them and they

         24  work tirelessly and they are unselfish. They are the

         25  best staff that I could ever have. And, you know, I
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          2  want you to recognize them, and I want you to see

          3  them, because it's hard to see them with this group.

          4  So, if we just step forward just one step so they

          5  could see the Bedford Academy staff. So, when I'm

          6  there at 8:00 p.m., they are also there.

          7                 I'd like to recognize John Rappaport,

          8  the Director of the Y. The YMCA is our partner.

          9  Raise your hand higher than that, John. And because

         10  of our partnership with the YMCA, and this is the

         11  first that a school has a partnership with the Y,

         12  our students have physical education in the Y, and

         13  it's a modern facility. And a person un-named who

         14  came to see the school said this is for the

         15  privileged, because the equipment is just high tech,

         16  and for students to have phys.ed in an institution

         17  like that, and in a school that loves them like

         18  Bedford Academy, this is why we're number one,

         19  because the students know that we care about them,

         20  and the students always know when you're faking the

         21  funk. They know. They can read adults like they're

         22  reading a fellow, or reading some kind of

         23  manuscript. You cannot take children for granted.

         24  They read us, they know us. So, if you're able to

         25  take their energy and redirect it to empower them
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          2  academically, it's a win/win. And that's what we do,

          3  we respect them but we are hard on them every day,

          4  no excuses. Failure is not an option.

          5                 I would also like to thank my

          6  parents, my PTA president. Let people see who you

          7  are. She's great. Dr. Smith, our network leader. We

          8  have a lot of soldiers that work with us with this

          9  battle. I'm getting nudge for a reason.

         10                 I'd like to have you meet the person

         11  who is probably the real principal of the school,

         12  and that's my wife, Mrs. Leonard. And the only time

         13  she sees me is when she comes to the school, so I

         14  know I have to work on that.

         15                 So, with that being said, because I'm

         16  not sure how much time I have, I would like to thank

         17  all of the elected officials for being there for us

         18  - Al Vann, Tish James. You have been there for us.

         19  We appreciate it. We are number one and we will

         20  strive for number one next year and the year after

         21  until they change the ratings. And when they do

         22  that, we will still be number one. Thank you.

         23                 To my students.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, all.

         25  Congratulations.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise.

          3  All rise, please.

          4                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Present.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

                                                            25

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         13  quorum present.

         14                 All rise for the invocation by

         15  Reverend William Grant.

         16                 Quiet, please.

         17                 REVEREND GRANT: Madam Speaker, and

         18  Member James, who have been so devoted to the

         19  students of the Pride Program in Brooklyn, member

         20  Gerson, who has been a leader of the recovery in the

         21  9/11 community, my brothers and sisters, as we enter

         22  the season of our great national holiday of

         23  Thanksgiving, let us give thanks for this City of

         24  New York, which has in its history the strong and

         25  enduring care for the poor, for the elderly, for the
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          2  homeless, the hungry and the needy.

          3                 Our predecessors, members of Council,

          4  religious leaders, community leaders, open their

          5  hearts and committed private and government

          6  resources to their relief, leading this nation and

          7  the world in caring for the poorest of poor.

          8                 In this, they were guided by their

          9  notion of transcendence, described by the great

         10  works of inspiration brought from other lands by

         11  immigrants, or originated here in our own City and

         12  nation; by however you name it, and find it in your

         13  own heart today, we invoke that living transcendent

         14  presence. May it settle ever deeper in our hearts

         15  and minds; may it reside in this Chamber today and

         16  may it guide your deliberations onto the paths of

         17  truth, justice, peace and transformation.

         18                 "City of hurried and sparkling

         19  waters," Walt Whitman said of New York in 1860; City

         20  of spires and masts, City nestled in bays, my City,

         21  today we give thanks for this City and ask for the

         22  strength, the wisdom and guidance to continue to

         23  build it as the City for all. And may those gathered

         24  say amen.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to
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          2  spread the invocation by Council Member Gerson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, it is with great privilege and honor that

          5  I move to spread this invocation in full upon the

          6  record.

          7                 The Reverend, and the Tribeca

          8  Spiritual Center he leads, has been indispensable in

          9  sustaining the spirit of Lower Manhattan in our

         10  special time of need in the aftermath of 9/11 and

         11  this Reverend's continued spiritual leadership and

         12  guidance enolguls (phonetic) all of us, people of

         13  all faiths and all backgrounds --

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: So, it's with

         17  pleasure that I move to spread this invocation.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: If I could please ask

         20  my colleagues to rise again.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 On October 29th, Green Beret Major

         23  Jeffrey Colero, 34, of Queens Village in Council

         24  Member David Weprin's district died in Afghanistan

         25  when an improvised explosive device detonated while
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          2  he was on dismounted patrol. He was assigned to the

          3  1st Battalion, 20th Special Forces Group, based out

          4  of Springfield Massachusetts.

          5                 During his service, Major Colero

          6  received over 20 medal citations and awards. He was

          7  born in Puerto Rico and moved to Queens at the age

          8  of one. He attended Incarnation Elementary School

          9  and St. Francis Prep. He earned a degree in

         10  mechanical engineering at Renselier Polytechnic

         11  Institute.

         12                 Major Colero leaves behind his father

         13  Raymond, his mother Rosalie, and his brother Dennis,

         14  his sisters Irene and Joyce, and his fiance' Alison.

         15                 His parents said that the death of

         16  their "baby" was almost too hard to take. They said,

         17  quote, "the only consultation is that he really

         18  believed in what the men over there were doing."

         19                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         22  the Minutes.

         23                 Council Member Vacca.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I move to adopt

         25  the minutes.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          6  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          9  and Communications.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         12  Call-Ups.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 851 and 852.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on a call-up

         15  Land Use vote.

         16                 And if we could now ask for a vote on

         17  all the Land Use Call-Ups, please.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present. Aye

          8  on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Present. Aye

         13  on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes.

                                                            31

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I vote aye

         16  on all and I request unanimous consent to vote in

         17  the affirmative on all the items on today's General

         18  Order calendar and new resolutions, I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye. Present.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I wanted to

          3  request to vote with unanimous consent aye on all

          4  General Order calendar. Something like that.

          5                 Madam Chair?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I request unanimous consent to vote on all

          8  Land Use Call-Ups. All of the coupled General Orders

          9  and also the resolutions.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         12  all of those items.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         20  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         21  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         22                 Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         24                 First I want to say that Council

         25  Member Diana Reyna is not with us today. She is, we
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          2  hope as we speak, delivering her second baby, but we

          3  will update folks as we have more information on

          4  Diana and the baby. We shall keep her in our

          5  thoughts and prayers this afternoon.

          6                 I also wanted to congratulate Council

          7  Members Ignizio and Dr. Eugene for their stunning,

          8  hard-fought, neck-and-neck, up-to-the-wire victories

          9  at last week's Election Day.

         10                 Vinnie and Dr. Eugene, we want to say

         11  congratulations.

         12                 In other Council good news, one of

         13  our last Stated Meetings we were lucky enough to

         14  congratulate Tony Buzzio, a member of our detail, in

         15  getting promoted from Police Officer to detective.

         16                 Some of you know that Kelly Burke

         17  usually stands over by the Statue of Thomas

         18  Jefferson where Ray is now standing. She is hiding

         19  today in the balcony because she was last week also

         20  promoted from the rank of police officer to the rank

         21  of detective. So, although she's hiding, we want to

         22  give Kelly Burke a round of applause.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Where is she?

         24  Where is she, Madam Speaker? Where exactly is she?

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: In the balcony. I
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          2  tried to order her that her post had been changed.

          3  Apparently I was outranked on that by actually

          4  members of the police force who she posted up there

          5  today. So, we want to really give a round of

          6  congratulations.

          7                 So, thank you, Kelly.

          8                 Before I talk about the legislation

          9  today, I also want to let my colleagues know

         10  yesterday a few of us participated in a press event

         11  with Stop-n-Shop, where we were thanking Stop-n-Shop

         12  for donating 500 turkeys to New York City's Food

         13  Bank, and it was very important, because I think

         14  most folks know our Food Banks are short on food in

         15  general, and may not have enough food to get folks

         16  who are on emergency food programs through next

         17  week's holiday season.

         18                 Now, it's great news that Stop-n-Shop

         19  did that. Even better news is folks who heard this

         20  on the radio or saw it on television, well the phone

         21  has been ringing off the hook in the Speaker's

         22  Office today of other people coming who are donating

         23  more turkeys. So, I just wanted to thank everybody

         24  who has been a part of this effort, and let you know

         25  it's reaping even more for our food banks.
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          2                 We're also voting on a number of

          3  pieces of legislation today. First we're voting on

          4  Intro. 525 and 526. I want to thank Chairperson Erik

          5  Dilan in the Housing and Buildings Committee. It

          6  seems there is rarely a meeting where there isn't a

          7  Housing and Buildings issue, Erik. But, again, I

          8  want to thank you for moving these two important

          9  pieces of legislation.

         10                 I also want to thank Camilla Shabeeb

         11  (phonetic), David Pechefsky, Anthony Brita, Ben

         12  Goodman and Terzah Nasser of the staff who worked on

         13  these.

         14                 These two bills will extend the J-51

         15  tax abatement program until 2011. I think as we all

         16  know, J-51 for 50 years has been an important part

         17  of the City's tool box of preserving affordable

         18  housing in the City of New York.

         19                 It's a targeted tax break program

         20  that allows owners to keep rents down, make them

         21  more affordable to New Yorkers.

         22                 We're following the action of the

         23  State Legislature in extending J-51 and keeping that

         24  really important program in place that has done a

         25  great deal to help us preserve affordable housing,

                                                            38

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  you know, as we move to create more units, which we

          3  need to do, we also need to make sure in all of the

          4  neighborhoods in our City, from Staten Island to the

          5  Bronx, that we don't lose one affordable unit while

          6  we're simultaneously focused on creating new ones.

          7                 And, again, I want to thank all the

          8  staff, but in particular the Chair of our Committee,

          9  for bringing these two bills to us today.

         10                 We're also voting today on Intro.

         11  626, which is a piece of legislation that deals with

         12  a regionally significant project on the issue of

         13  that and the Empire Zone in Jamaica.

         14                 I want to thank Jeff Haberman and

         15  John Smith for their work on this issue. I want to

         16  thank the Chair of our Economic Development

         17  Committee for his work on this issue, and in

         18  particular Council Member Leroy Comrie, who brought

         19  to our attention that there was a business just two

         20  miles away from the Empire Zone in Jamaica, a

         21  business, Bimis LLC (phonetic), that really deserved

         22  the credits and benefits of an Empire Zone and

         23  through the provision that exists in Empire Zone

         24  regional significant projects, we can in essence

         25  annex that building to the Empire Zone, although
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          2  it's slightly outside of it. In doing this that

          3  business will benefit, a business that is employing

          4  folks, in particular employing a significant number

          5  of hard-to-employ people, that business will now be

          6  required to increase the net numbers of jobs it has,

          7  as well as make capital commitments. We follow in

          8  doing this on approval that was also granted by the

          9  Empire State Development Corporation, and I think

         10  we'll do a lot to support this business and support

         11  the expansion of appropriate and helpful economic

         12  development in Queens. And I again want to thank

         13  Council Member White for his work and Council Member

         14  Comrie, and call on Council Member Leroy Comrie. Or

         15  maybe not. Talk amongst yourselves. Leroy appears to

         16  be on the phone. He's taking press calls about Dr.

         17  Smith. He's on his way.

         18                 We were going to start chanting RSP

         19  until you got here, Leroy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Sorry.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: That's okay.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm pleased

         23  today, and I want to thank all of the Council,

         24  Speaker Quinn, Bob Newman, Jim Caras, all of the

         25  people in the Speaker's Office for recognizing this
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          2  historic point.

          3                 This will be the first regionally

          4  significant project designated within New York City,

          5  although there have been over 50 projects that have

          6  already been designated around the State.

          7                 This will allow a Brooklyn boy, a

          8  person from New York City that has developed a

          9  business that will focus on manufacturing, which is

         10  also almost a lost art in New York City. He's

         11  already focused on over 20 percent of his employees

         12  are coming from difficult-to-employ categories. He's

         13  also going to be guaranteeing at least 50 new jobs

         14  and expanding a plant that actually could really be

         15  easily located along I 95 because he's doing

         16  business in Philadelphia and Boston, but this is a

         17  Brooklyn boy who wanted to stay in New York City,

         18  and I think it's great that New York City is giving

         19  him an opportunity to expand his business.

         20                 Bimis has been vetted by the Jamaica

         21  Zone Board, by the Department of Small Business

         22  Services, by the New York State Department of Small

         23  Business, and this is a regionally significant

         24  project, which hopefully will be the start of

         25  identifying other businesses that we want to keep in
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          2  the City and giving them the necessary benefits, so

          3  that they can elect to stay in the City, hire

          4  difficult-to-employ categories and maintain a

          5  City-owned business.

          6                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Leroy.

          8                 We are also voting in our Finance

          9  Committee today on Intro -- have voted, excuse me,

         10  in our Finance Committee today on Intro. 597-A. I

         11  want to thank Nadine Felton and Ann Brown for their

         12  work on this.

         13                 I think 597-A is an important piece

         14  of legislation dealing with a tax appeal tribunal

         15  and other entities in the City that deal with tax

         16  issues, and it basically --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         18  please.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: -- Takes two entities

         20  that were somewhat duplicative and brings them

         21  together in a way that I think is efficient and

         22  smart, but does it in a way with really the

         23  principles of good government in mind so we make

         24  sure that too much power isn't invested in any one

         25  person. It is something that I hope will make the
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          2  responsibilities of these entities ones that are

          3  delivered more efficiently and more effectively, and

          4  I want to call on the Chair of our Finance

          5  Committee, David Weprin, to speak.

          6                 This bill was done in conjunction

          7  with the Mayor. We want to thank the Mayor's Office

          8  for working with us on this and bringing this issue

          9  to our attention.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         11  Madam Speaker. And I particularly want to add my

         12  thanks to Commissioner Glen Newman, who spent a full

         13  day with us on September 9th. I think we had an all

         14  day hearing. He was there to answer questions. There

         15  were a number of objections that were raised to the

         16  original bill, and working closely with Commissioner

         17  Newman and the Administration, we were able to

         18  address those issues.

         19                 First of all, under the initial bill

         20  the Commissioner was permitted to designate any

         21  individual to act upon applications. Under the

         22  revised 597-A, the Commission could only designate

         23  persons with real estate or real estate law

         24  experience.

         25                 Another requirement, another issue
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          2  that was raised at the hearing, which is now

          3  addressed, preserves the current requirement that

          4  only the President and the Commissioner have the

          5  right to enter one's home to ascertain its

          6  character.

          7                 And, finally, an issue that Council

          8  Member Lew Fidler raised during that hearing on

          9  September 19th about having representation of all

         10  five boroughs on the Commission, we know preserve

         11  the borough requirement that one Commissioner must

         12  be from each borough.

         13                 It makes sense to do this merger in

         14  the sense economy of scale, it is much more

         15  efficient for both the litigant, as well as the

         16  tribunal, and I urge my colleagues to vote for it.

         17  Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         19  Chairperson Weprin.

         20                 Next I want to mention, although it's

         21  a resolution, I don't want to mention it now, a

         22  resolution that we're voting on today regarding an

         23  amicus brief that the Council is going to, if the

         24  resolution is passed, sign onto.

         25                 It's an amicus brief responding to
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          2  President Bush's interfering with New York State and

          3  other State's attempts to expand their public health

          4  insurance programs which seek to make sure that

          5  low-income, uninsured children have health care that

          6  will connect them to primary and preventive care.

          7                 The issue of Child Health Plus and

          8  Family Health Plus are issues we've long worked on

          9  in this City Council, hoping for a Governor who

         10  would take up our charge of expanding Child Health

         11  Plus to more children, offering it to more children

         12  in the State. That has happened. Now President Bush

         13  has sought to block that, both in New York State and

         14  in other states.  New York State and numerous other

         15  ones have brought forth a lawsuit to try to get the

         16  President out of our way as it relates to covering

         17  health care for low-income children, and I'm proud

         18  that we're going to pass this resolution today and

         19  sign on and do an amicus brief in support of the

         20  State's action and I want to call on our Health

         21  Committee Chair to speak about it, and I want to

         22  thank David Weprin, who allowed us to move this

         23  quickly through his Finance Committee because we

         24  were timebound.

         25                 Chairperson Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          3  much, Madam Speaker.

          4                 Everyone has been hearing about the

          5  issue in the federal government over the past couple

          6  of months and primarily what it would do is allow

          7  for more children in State of New York and in the

          8  entire nation to qualify for low-cost and no-cost

          9  health insurance. And we know that health insurance

         10  is, it should be primary. It should not be something

         11  that gets heavily debated in government. It should

         12  be a no-brainer.

         13                 But I want to thank you, Madam

         14  Speaker, for, you know, putting forward this amicus

         15  brief and the resolution because we need to ensure

         16  that our children, our number one investments, our

         17  future, you know, gets the best quality health care

         18  that the government can provide.

         19                 And this is not to cover everyone

         20  with health insurance, even though some of us may

         21  agree or some of us may disagree with that. This is

         22  about making sure that low-income children, and we

         23  know that even the low-income, middle-income

         24  families qualify, should qualify, would have access

         25  to this health care.
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          2                 So, I want to thank you, Madam

          3  Speaker, and I want to thank the body for pushing

          4  forward this resolution.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

          6                 We're also voting on a number of Land

          7  Use actions today. We want to hear from Council

          8  Member Alan Gerson on one of them, 50 West Street.

          9                 I want to thank our Land Use Chair

         10  Melinda Katz, and also all of our Subcommittee

         11  chairs and Land Use staff for their work on this,

         12  but also their work on the other Land Use actions

         13  we're voting on today, and I think that what's been

         14  developed or worked out with 50 West Street is

         15  something that is going to bring exciting, open

         16  space and other positive developments to Lower

         17  Manhattan.

         18                 I want to call on Council Member Alan

         19  Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         21  much, Madam Speaker. And you're absolutely correct,

         22  50 West Street is a precedent-setting,

         23  extraordinarily exciting development. Today we are

         24  voting on several technical pieces of legislation

         25  which will facilitate. I want to focus on the
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          2  underlying project for a brief moment.

          3                 150 West Street is complete. It will

          4  be a magnificent, iconic addition to the skyline of

          5  Lower Manhattan and our entire City.

          6                 But just as important as the physical

          7  --

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          9  please.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Just as

         11  important as the physical benefit is the way this is

         12  being done to provide a number of critical community

         13  benefit. With this development we will be creating

         14  an open space plaza that will allow, enable folks to

         15  go for the first time back and forth between Battery

         16  Park City and the Battery Park City waterfront and

         17  the Central Park, the Wall Street part of Lower

         18  Manhattan.

         19                 At the same time with this

         20  development we are making extraordinary

         21  contributions to local schools which this

         22  development will of course provide additional

         23  students to attend and due to the arrangements put

         24  in place by the developer, these schools will have

         25  state-of-the-art advanced computer facilities and
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          2  scientific support.

          3                 But finally, there are so many good

          4  aspects of this project, but one of the most

          5  important precedent setting is that with this

          6  development we care creating a Lower Manhattan

          7  affordable housing preservation trust fund. This

          8  fund will enable us to fulfill the promise we all

          9  made that as we rebuild Lower Manhattan, we will do

         10  it in a way that's affordable to the people, the

         11  firefighters, the police officers, the teachers, the

         12  laborers, everyone who rescued Lower Manhattan in

         13  our time of need.

         14                 This fund will help make that happen,

         15  and we are starting out as a result of this

         16  development with an account of approximately $5

         17  million in this affordable housing preservation

         18  trust fund to which we expect significant addition

         19  almost immediately.

         20                 I want to thank, Madam Speaker, your

         21  leadership, that of Chair Katz, that of Chair

         22  Avella, all of the members of the Subcommittee and

         23  the full Land Use Committee, for your support in our

         24  efforts.

         25                 I want to acknowledge the role of our
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          2  colleagues on the other side of City Hall, Dan

          3  Doctoroff and Economic Development Corporation,

          4  especially Jim Whelan, Josh Wolloch, Brian Murphy

          5  and Rebecca Asser from EDC, the Borough President

          6  Scott Stringer, Community Board 1, and Speaker

          7  Sheldon Silver for their roles. This is a true Lower

          8  Manhattan team effort.

          9                 In closing, I want to especially

         10  thank two folks who are present with us today. The

         11  newest, well they're actually long-time neighbors of

         12  Lower Manhattan, and they really demonstrated a

         13  neighborhood commitment, Francis Greenberger and

         14  Phillip Joshaway (phonetic) of Time Equities, the

         15  developer of this exciting project who have proven

         16  that developers can and do recognize the communities

         17  and proceed with the community consciousness for the

         18  communities in which they will develop.

         19                 Thank you very much, time Equities.

         20  Thank you very much, my colleagues, and Madam

         21  Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         23                 Thank you. And finally, we have two

         24  Rules appointments today.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,
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          2  please.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: We also have a set of

          4  rules which implement the changes to what ads City

          5  Council members can and cannot place with government

          6  funds. We will hear from the Acting Chair of the

          7  Rules Committee, Inez Dickens, in one sec.

          8                 But I want to, as it relates to the

          9  changes in the advertising rules, thank Dan

         10  Garodnick and David Yassky, who are the chairs of

         11  our Rules Reform Work Group. I just want to thank

         12  David Yassky for only joking when he was walking

         13  around earlier today suggesting we have a floor

         14  amendment on this topic today, but he was only

         15  kidding, Gale Brewer and Oliver Koppell, Robert

         16  Jackson and Leroy Comrie, who are all members of our

         17  Rules Reform Workgroup. I also want to thank Liz

         18  Fine, Jim Caras, Ed O'Malley, Maura Kheety

         19  (phonetic), who worked hard on getting these rules

         20  to a place where they capture what we want to

         21  capture. And I want to call on our Acting Chair Inez

         22  Dickens, and I thank her for pinch-hitting while

         23  Diana is otherwise engaged.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker.
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          2                 Today the Rules Committee reviewed

          3  and approved a change to the rules of the Council

          4  restricting the use of City money for advertisements

          5  in print, TV, radio, local non-profit journal and

          6  other media.

          7                 The rule changes brings this Council

          8  in line with other legislative bodies. Much has been

          9  made of members of the Council using these ads to

         10  secure publicity and positive opinion in running for

         11  reelection. As many of my colleagues made clear at

         12  this morning's hearing, no Council Member was ever

         13  elected due to an advertisement. All politics is

         14  local. Reelection is secured by those elected who

         15  are committed to our communities and dedicated to

         16  service for their constituents as we all are.

         17                 All of us here today are proud of the

         18  ads that we have done in the past to support our

         19  local media. Because of the Council's

         20  advertisements, media-related businesses have

         21  thrived and local non-profits have acquired funding

         22  to provide services to our community.

         23                 However, today we take a new step

         24  towards complete transparency in City government and

         25  reaffirming the Council's role as the ultimate
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          2  guardian of public trust.

          3                 I also would like to congratulate

          4  Maria Del Toro, the new member of the City Planning

          5  Commission, and Eileen Schnock-Montanez, the member

          6  of the Board of Standard and Appeals, on their

          7  confirmation to these posts.

          8                 The Rules Committee is confident that

          9  they will carry out their new responsibilities to

         10  the public with honor, dignity and the same

         11  commitment to transparency and corporation that the

         12  Council has shown.

         13                 I, too, want to add my thanks to the

         14  working task group chaired by Council Member

         15  Garodnick who put in many, many hours and worked

         16  very, very hard to come to an end a very volatile

         17  topic.

         18                 Last, but certainly not least, I wish

         19  to extend my heartfelt congratulations on behalf of

         20  the Rules Committee, to the Chair of the Rules

         21  Committee, Council Member Diana Reyna and her family

         22  on one of two things: either the impending or the

         23  recent new addition to their family.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Speaker, for my

         25  time.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

          3                 And the final thing I want to say is,

          4  I want to congratulate Jen Culp, who I think is in

          5  the Chambers today, who is getting married next

          6  week, I believe. Where is Jen?

          7                 Oh, on Thanksgiving Day.

          8  Congratulations.

          9                 I think everyone knows Jen as an

         10  important part of our Education team. So,

         11  congratulations. Best of luck.

         12                 And that concludes Communications

         13  from the Speaker.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         15  of General Orders Calendar.

         16                 Council Member Sanders, would you

         17  like to?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes. Thank

         19  you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I have to deal with a family

         21  emergency, so I'm going to vote yes on all issues,

         22  and then I must leave.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 Anybody else for General Discussion?

         25                 Council Member Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I'd like to comment on the rules

          5  change that we just sort of talked about.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          7  please.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: In terms of

          9  prohibiting Council members from purchasing ads that

         10  are purely self-promotional.

         11                 I obviously support the resolution

         12  and the rule change, but I must say I believe it's a

         13  shame that it took two years to get this done and it

         14  was only done after Citizens' Union came out with an

         15  expose' on this matter of how much certain Council

         16  members were spending on this matter.

         17                 I introduced legislation two years

         18  ago. I just wish the Council would have taken action

         19  two years ago.

         20                 We must do a better -- we must be

         21  better at policing ourselves than we are now, and it

         22  should never come to a situation where we have to

         23  have an outside organization embarrass this body in

         24  the press before we take action.

         25                 But, again, I do support the
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          2  resolution, I just wish it had been done sooner.

          3                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Would

          5  anybody else like to speak in General Discussion?

          6                 Seeing nobody, Report of Special

          7  Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         10  Standing Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         12  Committee on Economic Development.

         13                 Intro 626. Regionally significant

         14  projects in Empire Zones.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         18  please.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         20  1146. Environmental Quality Review Act.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Finance.

         25                 Intro. 597-A. Tax appeals tribunal.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          3  General Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reso 1089-A.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          6  General Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          8  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          9                 Intro. 525. In relation to

         10  rehabilitated buildings.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 526. In

         14  relation to multiple dwellings.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         18  Committee on Land Use.

         19                 LU 506 and Reso 1154 on page 3,

         20  through LU 611 and Reso 1165 on page 4.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         25                 M 818 and Reso 1166.
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          2                 Approving the appointment of Eileen

          3  Schnock-Montanez, New York City Board of Standards

          4  and Appeals.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 819 and Reso 1167.

          8                 Approving the appointment of Maria M.

          9  Del Toro, New York City Planning Commission.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         13  1168.

         14                 Prohibiting the use of City funds for

         15  advertisements.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         19  Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reso 273-A.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Laid over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 571 and Reso 1169.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing
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          2  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 And at this point I ask for a roll

          6  call on all items that have been coupled on the

          7  General Order calendar, please.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I would like

         16  to explain my vote very quickly.

         17                 On the -- vote aye on everything.

         18  Delighted about Maria Del Toro for PC. And the Rules

         19  Committee was a wonderful process, in addition to

         20  having a good outcome, and that's to do I think with

         21  the quality of the staff and certainly colleagues

         22  and interesting discussion.

         23                 I'm going to vote aye on everything

         24  but abstain on 525 and 526. J-51 is, of course, an

         25  important program, but maybe because I'm from the
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          2  West Side, where historically it had a lot of

          3  challenges in terms of the way in which the outcomes

          4  of the residency and the units and the ongoing way

          5  in which the building -- the J-51 was administered.

          6                 Those loopholes have now been closed.

          7  HPD does a wonderful job of monitoring, but there

          8  are other loopholes to be closed by the State, one

          9  of which is that when you are moved into a building,

         10  once the J-51 has been initiated, you are no longer

         11  stabilized when the J-51 ends.

         12                 If you moved in before the J-51 was

         13  initiated, you are fine, as long as you are a

         14  resident of that unit.

         15                 Well, everything happens bad first on

         16  the West Side, and a lot of units are being, people

         17  have to leave, as long as the information is clearly

         18  written on the lease that they have to leave, or

         19  they have to pay market rent when the unit is out of

         20  J-51.

         21                 It's a loophole, and there are other

         22  ones involving J-51, and I think co-ops, condos

         23  certainly deserve an abatement, but it has to be

         24  looked at carefully.

         25                 So, I'm going to abstain just because

                                                            60

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  my historic knowledge of J-51 on 525, 526, and vote

          3  yes on everything else.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         20  briefly excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: It is

         23  refreshing to see today's BSA nominee who became an

         24  applicant for that position by finding the opening

         25  on NYC.gov, as opposed to one of our prior BSA
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          2  nominees, who found the position because she was

          3  recommended for it by the very people who practiced

          4  before the BSA. And I think that's a very, you know,

          5  wonderful thing.

          6                 I vote aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I vote aye on

          9  all; and no on preconsidered Resolution 1168.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         20  excused to briefly explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate, I just want to note how proud

         24  I am to support the application of Maria Del Toro

         25  for appointment to the City Planning Commission.
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          2                 I am proud, both because of her

          3  superb qualifications, which will make her an

          4  outstanding commissioner, attendant to the needs of

          5  our communities, and also proud because she is a

          6  resident of Council District No. 1.

          7                 I also want to add to my remarks

          8  earlier that the 50 West Street development, which

          9  we will facilitate with our vote today, will be a

         10  gold LEED standard green building. It will be the

         11  first green residential building outside of Battery

         12  Park City in Lower Manhattan. And this

         13  precedent-setting green building will set the

         14  standard for residential development to come.

         15                 And, finally, to add to the folks we

         16  thanked, folks we too often take for granted, Gail

         17  Benjamin, our Director of Land Use, and the person

         18  on her team assigned to this project, Daniel

         19  DeCerbo.

         20                 I vote aye on all.

         21                 And also, Madam Public Advocate, the

         22  folks most especially I take for granted, but

         23  they're critical to all of our successes, from my

         24  office are Deputy Chief of Staff, Sire Lonial

         25  (phonetic), who really led the effort on 50 West
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          2  Street. I vote aye on all.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Didn't I just

          5  hear all of that?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I could repeat

          7  it, if you like.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, thank

          9  you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: You just did.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         13  all. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: I vote aye,

         18  but I would just like to briefly comment on the

         19  appointment to BSA, and my hope is that the BSA

         20  would be more attune --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         22  please.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: -- To dealing

         24  and working with Council members on projects in

         25  their districts.
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          2                 As is currently with Standards, I

          3  don't know if anybody else has run into these

          4  problems, but the Board of Standards and Appeals has

          5  taken a position of not actually working with

          6  Council members with regards to applications in

          7  their districts. When we can work with the proposed

          8  developer, as well as the BSA, for the community, I

          9  think it's a better situation, and I hope that she

         10  will take that, as well.

         11                 To speak to Council Member Gerson's

         12  issue about a green building coming to his district,

         13  I applaud him and the Mayor for doing so. I will

         14  take a green one, a purple one, a red one, whatever

         15  color you want, as long as it's coming to Staten

         16  Island.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, if I could just have brief leave to

         13  explain my vote.

         14                 I just want to comment and follow the

         15  comments of my colleague Vinnie Ignizio regarding

         16  Eileen Montanez, Schnock-Montanez, who is being

         17  appointed to the Board of Standards and Appeals, and

         18  is from Staten Island, and is from my district, and

         19  I just want to thank the Administration and thank

         20  the Speaker for making the Administration hear the

         21  cry that Staten Island for far too long has not been

         22  represented on this Board, and together with my

         23  colleague, Jim Oddo, we have raised this call for

         24  far too long. And we have met with her and she

         25  assures us that she will work with both the

                                                            66

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  developers and the community to have better results

          3  so that variances are not given out like free flyers

          4  to people coming off the ferry or out of the subway,

          5  that variances mean something, and that community

          6  opposition to those variances will mean something as

          7  well and something that she will consider.

          8                 But it's befuddled us all that for

          9  far too long there has not been a Staten Island

         10  voice on that Board, so we are appreciative of that.

         11  And having said that, I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         16  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         17                 I vote yes on all, and I just would

         18  like to repeat some of the comments that I said

         19  during the Rules Committee regarding the nominee for

         20  the BSA, and we have a colleague, Council Member

         21  Avella, who has actually introduced legislation to

         22  put a check on that body, and far too often in my

         23  district and in Tony's district and Mike McMahon's

         24  district, and Vinnie Ignizio's district and many

         25  other Council members, BSA is not the entity of last
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          2  resort, it's first resort. It's not a hardship, if

          3  you bought the property knowing exactly what you

          4  could put on the property. You can't buy a piece of

          5  property that's irregular shaped where you want to

          6  put a pharmacy and after the fact, after you bought

          7  it, with your eyes wide open, go to the BSA and say

          8  this is an economic hardship and we try to express

          9  that to the new nominee and appointee, and I hope

         10  that she understands that, and she helps to change

         11  the culture of an entity that many of us feel has

         12  been, frankly, out of control for too long.

         13                 I hope today is a good day, and I

         14  vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         17                 Can I have permission to vote on all

         18  Land Use Call-Ups?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          3  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          4  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

          5  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 525, which

          6  is adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero

          7  negative, one abstention; and Intro. 526 was adopted

          8  by 48 in the affirmative, zero negative, one

          9  abstention.

         10                 And Reso 1168, which was adopted by a

         11  vote of 48 in the affirmative, one in the negative,

         12  zero abstentions.

         13                 Revised Land Use Call-Up vote is 49

         14  in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

         15                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         17  to committees as indicated on the agenda.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         19  of Resolutions.

         20                 No discussion? We had it right,

         21  Chris? Sorry.

         22                 Let's vote on the resolution.

         23                 All in favor?

         24                 Opposed?

         25                 Adopted.
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          2                 General Discussion.

          3                 Council Member Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

          5  Public Advocate.

          6                 There are days, I guess, when we

          7  experience an extreme range of emotions.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          9  please.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: We began the

         11  memorial, the beginning of the Stated Meeting, and I

         12  was ecstatic because of the magnificent success one

         13  of the schools that happened to be in my district

         14  had achieved being number one among the best in New

         15  York City, and I was very ecstatic about that. Then

         16  a few minutes later I have to deal with the reality

         17  that a young 18-year-old boy was killed on Monday by

         18  New York's finest. He was 18, he was troubled, he

         19  was mentally challenged and mentally disturbed, but

         20  he's not mentally disturbed or mentally troubled now

         21  because he's dead. And it was preventable, I

         22  believe, and I think it was avoidable. That's the

         23  dream deferred.

         24                 I am reminded by the Speaker that 30

         25  years ago to this month a young teenager around 13,
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          2  14, his name was Randy Evans, he was going into his

          3  building, a housing apartment in Brownsville, and a

          4  policeman was coming down and he asked him, you

          5  know, what's going on, what are you doing, what's

          6  happening? And the policeman shot and killed him.

          7  Robert Torsney was the Policeman's name. And he

          8  claimed a disease that no one has ever heard of, and

          9  has never been able to find, some kind of motor

         10  epileptic something, it did not exist. However, he

         11  prevailed in the criminal justice system. He was not

         12  tried. He got away, so on and so forth.

         13                 A lot went down after that, and I'm

         14  not going to take time to tell about it now, but the

         15  community was enraged and we boycotted downtown, we

         16  did a lot of things. A lot of things happened. But

         17  it still was a dream deferred.

         18                 Now, Amnesty International, they

         19  maintain a manifesto date, a dateline of all men who

         20  have been killed by police in this nation. Most of

         21  them black, and Latino, as you might well imagine.

         22                 It is mind boggling, if you ever get

         23  a hold of that list, it's unbelievable, the number

         24  of young black men that were killed by police, and

         25  I'm not making the statement other than that is the

                                                            72

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  reality that we have to look at because of all the

          3  dreams that are being deferred.

          4                 A couple of years ago, Brother

          5  Stansbury in my district was shot and killed on the

          6  roof of a housing building, and Shawn Bell just a

          7  year ago. That is a year ago, Madam Speaker, when

          8  this Council got very involved after that shooting

          9  and after that killing.

         10                 We have public hearings. We had town

         11  meetings. We had forums in all boroughs. It was

         12  really a lot of activity. And things were produced.

         13  I never had seen such research. We researched. We

         14  got everything that had ever been recommended in

         15  terms of how to deal with the lack of communication

         16  between police and community, and how the police

         17  police, and so on and so forth, it was excellent.

         18                 I don't know if a lot got done. I did

         19  understand that police officers now have to take a

         20  breathalyzer after they fire their firearms. That

         21  may have come out of our efforts. I'm not certain.

         22  But clearly there is no reform of the Civilian

         23  Control Review Board, clearly there is no call for a

         24  Special Prosecutor. These are major primary things

         25  that I believe and others believe will affect how
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          2  police indeed police our communities.

          3                 And of course, I just indicated as of

          4  Monday, a family is destroyed, a community is in

          5  mourning, because yet another black teenager is

          6  dead, another dream deferred.

          7                 Madam Speaker, I don't know what it

          8  is. Maybe we don't have the answer, but I would have

          9  felt a little better if we had at least raised it to

         10  the level that we at least paid some attention to

         11  the fact that that young life is gone. I feel like

         12  it's an asterisk. You know, it's the end of the

         13  session so now I can mention the fact that this

         14  young boy is dead and he's been killed.

         15                 But it's another, and the way that it

         16  was done, the fact that I remember Louie Baez, I

         17  think that was in 1978, maybe '79, another troubled

         18  young Puerto Rican kid, mentally disturbed. He was

         19  shot. And his mother called the police for help, and

         20  he was killed. Multiple times, 12, 13, 14 times shot

         21  and killed.  We still haven't found out how to

         22  create a system to treat mentally deranged and

         23  mentally disturbed people. That's 30 years ago we

         24  were having this problem, and we're still having

         25  that problem.
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          2                 Now, you know, I'm at a loss for

          3  words, Madam Speaker, but it's a deep-felt feeling

          4  that I have. And I have been involved in these

          5  demonstrations, you know, rallies and demonstrations

          6  and boycotts, and we've written policy papers and

          7  we've done everything we can do but the system

          8  hasn't changed. They dot the i's, they cross the t,

          9  they review their reports, they look at their

         10  procedures, they make a little change here, a little

         11  change there, but the fundamental problem remains

         12  the same, and black and Latino men are at risk in

         13  this City and in this society still. And if we can't

         14  do anything but use our voice in forums like this,

         15  we at least need to do that, at least it shows our

         16  humanity. We recognize that something is wrong, but

         17  we can't change it. That's important. That's

         18  important to me. All these dreams deferred.

         19                 I think this, you know, what happens

         20  to a dream deferred? No, I don't think it dries up

         21  like a raisin in the sun, I think it turns into a

         22  nightmare.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, I just want to join or thank my colleague,

          4  Council Member Vann, for continuing to raise the

          5  consciousness of our entire society, and I pledge,

          6  as I'm sure we all do, to work with you, Council

          7  Member Vann, not to overlook but to tackle and find

          8  the solutions which we need to find.

          9                 Thank you very, very much.

         10                 Madam Public Advocate, I wanted to

         11  rise just to follow-up my remarks earlier, not on a

         12  particular development, but on an ongoing need

         13  affecting all of our districts, and that is the

         14  preservation of affordable housing.

         15                 I spoke earlier about the

         16  establishment of a Lower Manhattan Preservation

         17  Trust Fund. Now, that is an important step for our

         18  community and for our City in the preservation of

         19  affordable housing, but we need to do much, much,

         20  much more.

         21                 Every day in this City we lose more

         22  affordable housing than we create, due to the

         23  expiration of rental Mitchell-Lama developments,

         24  project-based Section 8 developments and other

         25  similar affordable developments that were
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          2  established with a time limit after which their

          3  owners can take them out of affordability protection

          4  and literally do away with affordability of the unit

          5  and forever and in many cases throw people who have

          6  lived in those units out on the streets literally.

          7                 We must put an end to this loss of

          8  affordable housing. We need to have a Citywide

          9  Affordable Housing Preservation Trust Fund. We need

         10  to put in place programs that enables communities

         11  and residents to buy out expiring buildings to

         12  preserve them as affordable. If we do not preserve

         13  what exists, we will always be playing catch-up no

         14  matter how much new affordable units we preserve.

         15                 So, I call upon all of us to join

         16  together, and I call upon the Bloomberg

         17  Administration to once and for all, we've talked

         18  about it now long enough --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         20  Council member.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Let's put in

         22  place an effective preservation program. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I stand up
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          2  today and rise to ask my colleagues to sign on an

          3  intro dealing with the Mercer Bill today. It's a

          4  bill where two children in my district got the

          5  Mercer Staff Infection and the only reason why the

          6  school found out about it was because the parents

          7  told the school. And there have been cases of this

          8  outbreak in Staten Island and in other boroughs.

          9                 But my bill will require the health

         10  care provider, whether it's a hospital or a doctor,

         11  to notify the Department of Health, then the

         12  Department of Health would have to notify the

         13  school, so the school could take the necessary

         14  precautions in washing down the whole building and

         15  taking other measures to help students to see that

         16  this infection has not spread in the school.

         17                 So, I'm asking all of my colleagues

         18  to sign onto it. It's a bill that's very important

         19  to our City of New York.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate. And you can't take the floor

         25  and speak in such a short time after Councilman
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          2  Vann's eloquence without saying amen, and saying

          3  that in good faith I hope we can find a real

          4  solution, as opposed to just having to talk about

          5  it. And I thank Councilman Vann. His words are

          6  always passionate and stirring, and hopefully they

          7  will stir us to some real action.

          8                 Reverend Grant began our meeting this

          9  afternoon by reminding us that this is Thanksgiving

         10  season, and I will be joining a candlelight vigil

         11  this evening regarding youth homelessness in our

         12  City once again. And I would remind all of you that

         13  we still have as many as 3,000 children who sleep on

         14  the street of our City every night, and the first

         15  thing I want to do is thank the Speaker and all of

         16  my colleagues for the tremendous help that you've

         17  been in creating shelter beds for these young

         18  people, but unfortunately there are still thousands

         19  left.

         20                 So, when you sit down next Thursday

         21  at the Thanksgiving table, keep those kids in mind.

         22  And when you come back here, I want you to know that

         23  the Youth Services Committee will be conducting a

         24  series of hearings on various aspects of youth

         25  homelessness in our City. And I invite those of you
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          2  who aren't on the Committee to be part of that.

          3  Because quite frankly, this is also a problem that

          4  we talk about an awful lot, I talk about an awful

          5  lot and, quite frankly, before we leave this

          6  Council, I hope that we can eradicate youth

          7  homelessness in this City. This is the season to be

          8  thinking of them. Please do that.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Mealy.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Yes, I would

         12  like to say, my colleague Al Vann, it's always our

         13  people, our children, our youth, and at this time

         14  and age changes should have already been taken

         15  place. Just because of the color of our skin, it's

         16  open season on us. And I think that we will do

         17  something real soon, because after awhile if you

         18  hurt someone so much, they have to stand up for

         19  themselves and fight back.

         20                 Now, I just want to let the Speaker

         21  know, the Speaker of the House, that I would like to

         22  change my vote on Land Use No. 507. Could I do it on

         23  here now?

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Let us check with the

         25  Parliamentarian and we'll get back to you, Council
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          2  Member Mealy.

          3                 I don't believe you can, but let me

          4  check with the Parliamentarian.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: They said I

          6  could.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Earlier in the meeting

          8  before the vote had been called. So, we'll check

          9  with the Parliamentarian and get back to you in a

         10  minute.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: And the reason

         12  why it's a shame now, we have to start looking at

         13  HPD just as well with these dollar homes. I feel the

         14  dollar homes should be available to CBOs, that they

         15  can start programs in our district that the

         16  districts that really need them, and here it is now,

         17  they are changing the dollar homes that normally go

         18  to CBOs to developers.

         19                 So, I hope that we can start changing

         20  that because I have a lot of CBOs who need some

         21  place to stay and have a house. So, I really would

         22  love to vote no on that. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Again, I just
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          2  want to introduce Meredith Meare, who is an intern,

          3  Hunter Honors College Senior. If she would just

          4  stand up, and thank you. One of the many people in

          5  our Council who does such much work.

          6                 And second, I want to thank Council

          7  Member Gerson and Council Member Mendez. We had a

          8  great press conference today to support legislation

          9  that would support low-income seniors as they face

         10  Housing Court. I want to thank them both for their

         11  initiative and legislation that's ongoing.

         12                 And then, finally, to Council Member

         13  Vann. Thank you for your wise words, and I also want

         14  to thank Council Member, Chair of the Mental Health

         15  Committee, Oliver Koppell. Because ironically, just

         16  before the horrific incident we had a hearing that

         17  partially discussed the issue, and I know that we

         18  will have ongoing hearings on the same topic.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 As Council Member Brewer just said,

         25  actually several weeks ago, we held a hearing after
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          2  a mentally disturbed individual committed some

          3  mayhem on Madison Avenue, stabbing a woman

          4  seriously, although she is recovering, and also

          5  wounding someone who tried to restrain him.

          6                 And in that instance, there had also

          7  been calls for help which had not been

          8  satisfactorily responded to, including apparently,

          9  and I say apparently because I don't think the full

         10  facts are known, apparently a call to the police.

         11                 Council Member Vann is right to be

         12  extremely disturbed as to the way in which the

         13  incident on Monday was handled, although it's

         14  difficult to come down and blame anyone at this

         15  point.

         16                 At the same time, it would appear

         17  from what we do know that there is a need to review

         18  both the response of the police and response of

         19  others who are charged with the responsibility of

         20  responding to people who are mentally disturbed, and

         21  in the instance on Monday, it is my understanding

         22  that a crisis team, and we do have incidentally, my

         23  colleagues should know this, and probably already

         24  do, we do have these crisis response teams in all

         25  parts of the City that are supposed to respond when
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          2  a mentally disturbed person acts out and becomes a

          3  danger to himself or to others. And those crisis

          4  response teams are trained to deal with such people,

          5  but the police are also a resource, and the police

          6  should be able to respond in an appropriate manner,

          7  especially where they are dealing with someone who

          8  is mentally disturbed.

          9                 I don't want to bring up things, but

         10  obviously, the police can act inappropriately and,

         11  Madam Public Advocate, no one is more aware of that

         12  than you.

         13                 So, I think it is necessary for the

         14  Mayor, for the Police Department and for this

         15  Council to see how the police are trained, to see

         16  what the protocols are, to see what the procedures

         17  are, both in responding to people who are mentally

         18  disturbed, and also in responding overall to

         19  situations in which there appears to be danger but

         20  there may not be danger.

         21                 And I think it may be time to look

         22  into issues of technology and to look into certainly

         23  issues of procedure and protocols.

         24                 I know that the New York Police

         25  Department has a history of dealing effectively with
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          2  people who threaten suicide and so on, but in the

          3  instance on Monday, as well as the instance that we

          4  had the hearing about, it is fairly clear to me that

          5  at the very least, the result is not what we would

          6  want. At the very least, the result is not what we

          7  want.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council Member.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: And we need

         11  to spend time in dealing with this. And I can assure

         12  you that the Speaker has invested in me the

         13  Chairmanship of the Mental Health Committee and we

         14  will take the time to look into it further.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: And see what

         17  we can do.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I also wanted to echo the

         23  frustrations of Council Member Al Vann. You know,

         24  this month is going to be the one-year anniversary

         25  of the shooting of Shawn Bell, and I wanted to
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          2  remind the audience that there will be a candlelight

          3  vigil starting at midnight at the site where Shawn

          4  Bell was shot at Liverpool Street, and that vigil

          5  lasts until 5:00 a.m. At 6:00 a.m., there will be a

          6  memorial service for Shawn Bell at Rush Temple AME

          7  Zion at 119 48 Sutphin Boulevard, which is not far

          8  from the vigil. They will be marching in a rally

          9  from the site at the vigil to the Temple for a

         10  service. And at 10:00 a.m., the Tri-level Task

         11  Force, the Joint Legislative Task Force on Police

         12  and Community Relations that have been meeting all

         13  year, to try to find some solutions to changing the

         14  culture of the Police Department, will be meeting at

         15  10:00 a.m. in Jamaica at the Harvest Room at 90-41

         16  60th Street in Jamaica.

         17                 Clearly, dealing with the culture of

         18  the Police Department as it pertains to issues in

         19  our community is something that has been a major

         20  source of frustration, as has been so eloquently

         21  stated by Council Member Vann, and it's something

         22  that we do need to focus on, and hopefully once the

         23  Tri-level Commission has met, we will be able to

         24  take some final legislative steps that can get past

         25  this time to change that culture.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member, what are the dates of those, of the vigil

          5  and the march?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: November --

          7  the vigil actually starts at 11:00 on November 24th.

          8  The vigil will go until 5:00 a.m. on the 25th. That

          9  Saturday, November 24th, it will be at Liverpool

         10  Street, between 94th and 95th Avenue, which is the

         11  site where Shawn Bell was shot. And then it will be

         12  a 6:00 a.m. memorial service at the Rush Temple AME

         13  Zion Church at 119 49 Sutphin Boulevard, and the

         14  10:00 meeting will be at the Harvest Room, which is

         15  off Jamaica Avenue, between Jamaica and 89th Avenue

         16  at 90-40 160th Street.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         18                 Council Member Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate. I wanted to make several

         21  announcements, as Chair of the Education Committee.

         22                 For my colleagues that are not a

         23  member of the Education Committee, we held an

         24  oversight hearing yesterday on Alternative High

         25  Schools District 79, in which it was extensively
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          2  discussed and summarized by the Department of

          3  Education, and we had advocates in the field and the

          4  UFT also spoke on the matter.

          5                 Clearly we have a long way to go, as

          6  far as New York City in dealing with Alternative

          7  programs for high school students in need, and I

          8  must say that concerning GEDs, when I'm told that

          9  there are not enough seats in New York City in order

         10  for those individuals that are trying to schedule an

         11  exam and sit for a GED, where some CBOs rent a bus

         12  and drive up to Poughkeepsie so that their people

         13  can take the GED exam, and that's a shame and I

         14  think that collectively we need to deal with that

         15  particular matter.

         16                 But also, on November 27th, which is

         17  a Tuesday, at 10:00 a.m., the Education Committee

         18  along with the Health Committee will be holding an

         19  oversight hearing on the new health curriculum which

         20  is called HealthSmart, and that's an oversight

         21  hearing on Tuesday, November 27th, right here in the

         22  Chambers.

         23                 And considering the progress reports

         24  that have recently come out and a lot of discussion

         25  and controversy and disagreement with that, we are
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          2  looking to schedule a hearing on the progress

          3  reports of, in essence, the letter grades for each

          4  school, some time in December before this Council

          5  breaks for the holiday season.

          6                 So, I wanted to inform you of that so

          7  that everyone is aware of what Committee meetings

          8  and oversight hearings are coming up within the near

          9  future as far as the Education Committee.

         10                 And, finally, I know that time is up,

         11  quickly, the Black Latino and Asian Caucus held a

         12  weekend which was Priced Out of New York, The

         13  Pressures of Living in New York City. That was

         14  November 3rd, and the conference was a very, very

         15  huge success, and our Speaker Christine Quinn

         16  addressed us during lunch.

         17                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         18  Advocate.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         22  very much, Madam President.

         23                 Just for a brief moment, I would

         24  certainly like to echo the sentiments of Council

         25  Member Vann, and those issues, and I would hope that
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          2  it would motivate and stimulate all of us to take a

          3  look at what the City needs to look at as it deals

          4  with mental health and that question that no one

          5  wants to talk about and to deal with. It's a serious

          6  problem and it certainly face our communities, and

          7  those children who are the products of drugs, the

          8  products of all these Ritalin and everything else as

          9  remnants of, now the level of schizophrenia and

         10  everything else that takes place is so important

         11  that we really look at a serious problem that's

         12  within our community, and face it and deal with it,

         13  and certainly educate the Police Department as to

         14  how to deal with it.

         15                 One of the things, if you look,

         16  Oliver, they did have a crisis unit, but the crisis

         17  unit said that they had to leave because there was

         18  not enough of them and so they left.

         19                 So, I think we need to begin to put

         20  more monies into these areas to talk about the

         21  seriousness of the problem that we're actually

         22  facing so that we can actually deal with these

         23  issues and hopefully that something can be done.

         24                 Because we have to move beyond when

         25  there is a problem and the only solution is to shoot

                                                            90

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  it, and there are other ways in terms of dealing

          3  with it.

          4                 Also, a hero passed away. He was 100

          5  years of age, Congressman Augustus Hawkins, who

          6  passed away, and he was a legend in his own time. In

          7  fact, he replaced Adam Clayton Powell, who had been

          8  the Chair of Health, Education and Welfare for the

          9  House of Representatives. And Augustus Hawkins was

         10  one of a few who served in Congress as an

         11  African-American at that particular time and he

         12  served us well with a tremendous amount of

         13  distinction, class and style and he certainly will

         14  be missed, but he lived to be 100 years of age, and

         15  he was truly an outstanding legislator and

         16  humanbeing. So, I just wanted to go on the record

         17  with that.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Mendez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I would like to speak today on a bill

         24  that Council Member Alan Gerson and I are

         25  introducing today, and it would provide a right to
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          2  counsel for senior citizens who are about to lose

          3  their home in this City. So, whether you own a home

          4  or rent your home, and you are being taken to court

          5  either for an eviction proceeding or foreclosure, we

          6  think that that is, particularly with the Housing

          7  crisis, a very unique situation and that our senior

          8  citizens are most vulnerable and should be if

          9  they're low income and meet that income criteria, be

         10  provided an attorney in this City to preserve their

         11  most precious possession, their home.

         12                 So, I would like to urge my

         13  colleagues to sign onto this legislation, Intro.

         14  648. And also to say that in my district, one of my

         15  constituents several weeks ago was murdered by the

         16  police, in Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito's

         17  district, on an issue of road rage. And we are

         18  seeing where police officers are supposed to

         19  de-escalate situations and instead are escalating

         20  them. And in our case of the murder of Jason Torado,

         21  the police officer turned himself in 19 hours later

         22  and is still walking the streets and no charges have

         23  been brought.

         24                 So, we need to see more training, and

         25  we need to see more adequate resolution to these
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          2  type of cases here in this City. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Anybody

          4  else?

          5                 Seeing nobody else, the Stated

          6  Meeting of November 15th is adjourned.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 3:31 p.m.)

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            93

          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 15th day of November 2007.
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          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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