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Oversight: The Role of Sheriffs in New York City
INTRODUCTION

On Wednesday, December 12, 2007, the Committee on Civil Service and Labor, chaired by Council Member Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr., and the Committee on Finance, chaired by Council Member David I. Weprin, will hold a hearing to review of the role of sheriffs in New York City.  Invited to testify are representatives from the Department of Finance, the Office of the Sheriff, and the Deputy Sheriffs Association.

BACKGROUND

The New York City Department of Finance (DOF) collects revenues for the City, encourages compliance with City tax and other revenue laws, values all real property in the City, provides a forum for the public to dispute tax and parking violation liability, and maintains property records.
 Currently there are 15 divisions within the DOF: Adjudication, Audit, City Register, Collections, Communications and Customer Service, Employee Services, Executive, Finance Information Technology, Legal Affairs, Payment Operations, Property, Sheriff, Tax Enforcement, Tax Policy, and Treasury.
   
The Office of the Sheriff is the civil law enforcement office for the City of New York and existed as a separate office apart from the DOF until 1995. It was established on January 1, 1942 pursuant to Chapter 44 of the New York City Charter.
  This provision abolished the county office of the sheriff in each of the five counties within the city and transferred all functions, powers and duties of the formerly elected sheriffs to a single, citywide sheriff, to be appointed by the Mayor.
  In 1995, the New York City Council enacted Local Law 53, which repealed Chapter 44 of the City Charter, and consolidated the Office of the City Sheriff into the New York City Department of Finance.
 

The Office of the Sheriff is currently organized into six divisions: Auto Theft Unit, Auctions Unit, Law Enforcement Bureau, Patrol Bureau, Warrant Division, and an Administrative Division which coordinates and controls the activities of the various bureaus and units.
 The Administrative Division is composed of the Sheriff and staff officers.
 Each Division is headed by an Under Sheriff and has a complement of Deputy Sheriffs to perform necessary field duties.
 There is a clerical support force to attend to the keeping of proper records, and an attorney to assist in the handling of legal problems.

Although the Mayor appoints the Sheriff, Deputy Sheriffs are civil servants.  Deputy Sheriffs enforce court orders and judgments, including the service of process, property and income executions, evictions, and arrests.
 They assist in the collection of parking violation judgment debt by towing cars, and, by auctioning the towed cars, if their respective owners do not pay the judgment debt and redeem the vehicles.

Sheriffs play an important role in the City’s justice system as the enforcement entity for civil judgments.  The enforcement of judgments, in a quick and efficient manner, is one of many important elements of a well-managed and fair City, and the City has an interest in ensuring that the duties of sheriffs are being performed in a competent manner. Today the Committee looks forward to hearing more about the role of the sheriffs in the City and their duties and responsibilities.
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