Int. No. 574

By Council Members Palma, Brewer, James, Koppell, Martinez, Vacca and Mark-Viverito

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the abolition of fees for certified birth certificates for any person who is being released from a New York state correctional facility, after any duration, and any person who is being released from a New York city jail after at least ninety consecutive days of incarceration.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subdivision (c) of section 558 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:


(c) The board of health may embrace in the health code all matters and subjects to which the power and authority of the department extends. The board of health shall prescribe in the health code the persons who shall be required to keep a registry of birth, fetal deaths, and deaths occurring in the city and file certifications thereof with the department and the form and manner in which such registry shall be kept and certificates filed, and, it shall provide for the recording of births which have not been recorded in accordance with law, for the change or alteration of any birth, fetal death or death certificate upon proof satisfactory,  to  the  commissioner,  for  the  examination  and issuance  of transcripts of such certificates and for fees to be charged therefore, with the exception that the board of health shall be authorized to issue, free of charge, one certified copy of a birth certificate which shall be issued to any person who was born in the city of New York being released from a New York state correctional facility after any period of incarceration, and any person who was born in the city of New York being released from a New York city jail who has been imprisoned for at least ninety consecutive days.  

§ 2.   Section 17-169 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision (d), to read as follows:

d. Any person who was born in the city of New York and is being released from a New York state correctional facility, after any duration, and any person who was born in the city of New York and is being released from a New York city jail after at least ninety consecutive days of incarceration, shall be issued free of charge by the department, upon request, a certified copy of their birth certificate to be used for any lawful purpose, providing however that no one shall receive more than one free birth certificate within any five year period.

§3.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment.
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