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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Ladies and

          3  gentlemen, please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

          4                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: We have a quorum.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         14  quorum.

         15                 All rise for the invocation.

         16                 Reverend Jason Radmacher.

         17                 REVEREND RADMACHER: Let us pray.

         18                 Eternal God, open our eyes that we

         19  may see the needs of others; open our ears that we

         20  may hear their cries for justice; open our hearts

         21  that they need not be without comfort.

         22                 Let us not be afraid to defend the

         23  weak because the agendas of the strong, nor afraid

         24  to defend the poor because of the agendas of the

         25  rich.
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          2                 Show us where love and hope and faith

          3  are needed in this City, and use this Council to

          4  bring them to those places;

          5                 and, so, open our eyes and our ears,

          6  that this day we may do some work for Thy common

          7  good. Amen.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          9  spread the Invocation.

         10                 Council Member Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         12  Advocate, the United Methodist Church under the

         13  leadership of Reverend Madmacher is renown for its

         14  wonderful Wednesdays, but under the Reverend's

         15  leadership, truly this church does wonderful work

         16  for the entire community every day of the week. So,

         17  it's therefore my pleasure to spread to move the

         18  invocation upon the minutes of this Assembly.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And if I

         20  could ask my colleagues to again rise for a moment?

         21                 Thank you. On October 14th,

         22  12-year-old Omar Rivera, a seventh grade student at

         23  Canarsie's IS 211 passed away from a staff infection

         24  mersa.

         25                 Omar lived in the Bayview Houses in
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          2  Brooklyn. His friends recalled him as a fun-loving

          3  12-year-old. He hoped to get an X Box 360 for

          4  Christmas, and looked forward to dressing up as

          5  Jason from the Friday the 13th movies for Halloween.

          6                 He was a typical New York City child

          7  but his death has touched the hearts of all New

          8  Yorkers and our prayers and thoughts go out to his

          9  entire family.

         10                 At our last Stated Meeting, we had a

         11  moment of Silence for Carol Anne Gotbaum, and we are

         12  so happy that our wonderful 52nd Council Member and

         13  Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum is back with us today,

         14  and I just wanted us to take another moment to keep

         15  Betsy and Victor, Noah, their three beautiful

         16  children, in our hearts and remember Carol Anne

         17  today.

         18                 I didn't have the pleasure of knowing

         19  Betsy's daughter-in-law, but I have heard so much

         20  about her, and she certainly was a woman who loved

         21  her family, loved her children, who worked very,

         22  very hard to make sure her children were happy and

         23  well taken care of. They were clearly always her

         24  first priority. She was someone who was quite

         25  accomplished in the world of fashion and a really
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          2  accomplished businesswoman, and she is someone whose

          3  life is something that we should really remember and

          4  celebrate and try to, in our daily lives, remember

          5  that commitment to family and love of children that

          6  she really clearly embodied.

          7                 Obviously, her death in that it

          8  happened and how it happened was tragic. And we

          9  should also try to learn from that. Something that

         10  her husband said at the funeral is that we should

         11  all think a little bit harder and a little bit

         12  deeper about how we treat people when they are in

         13  need of help. And how sometimes we act, when we see

         14  a stranger who is in need of help, and maybe try to

         15  remember that Carol Anne was in need of help that

         16  day and we should all try in her memory to give that

         17  help to people when we see them in need. But most of

         18  all, we should remember a vibrant and wonderful

         19  woman who was the mother of three wonderful little

         20  children and someone whose whole life was about

         21  making sure those kids could grow up happy, healthy,

         22  and as competent and capable as they possibly could

         23  be.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker.
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          2                 And thank you all for your words of

          3  kindness and sympathy to our family.

          4                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          7  papers from the Mayor.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 849. Submitting Page

          9  Ayres Cowley to the Landmarks Preservation

         10  Commission.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we could have

         12  quiet, please.

         13                 Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         15  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         18  and Communications.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         21  Call-Ups.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 850.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Roll call. If we could

         24  now have a roll call on the Land Use Call-Ups,

         25  please.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Present and

         20  aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here. Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on all

         23  the Land Use Call-Ups, and request unanimous consent

         24  to vote in the affirmative on all the items on

         25  today's agenda and on the resolutions. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all Land

          8  Use Call-Ups and request permission to vote on

          9  today's General Order Calendar and all resolutions.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

         18  President. I'd like to vote aye on all Land Use

         19  Call-Ups, and also with unanimous consent to vote on

         20  all General Coupled Orders and resolutions.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         20  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 45 in the

         21  affirmative, zero in the negative.

         22                 Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         24                 First, before I speak of any of the

         25  legislation or Land Use actions we're taking today,
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          2  I want to congratulate a member of the City Council

          3  family for a promotion that he received on Friday,

          4  Police Officer Tony Buzzio (phonetic), who is now

          5  embarrassed in the corner, step forward. Sorry.

          6                 Tony Buzzio, who is a terrific member

          7  of our police detail here in the City Council was

          8  promoted on Friday to the rank of detective.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I can't see

         10  him. I can't see him.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: I think I'm going to

         12  need you to step forward, detective, because council

         13  Member Felder can't see you, and we wouldn't want

         14  him to be upset at all.

         15                 And what that means is that everyone

         16  in the Council is very proud of you for this

         17  promotion, which is not an easy one to get, and it

         18  means that everyone in the Council will continue to

         19  call you "Buzz." Not Detective Buzz, not Police

         20  Officer Buzz, just Buzz. So, congratulations. We're

         21  all very proud of you.

         22                 Today we are not forced to vote on

         23  Buzz's promotion, though we would all vote in

         24  support, but we are voting on a matter out of our

         25  Civil Service and Labor Committee and I want to
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          2  thank Chairperson Addabbo for his work on Intro.

          3  369-A. This bill will expand the number of

          4  individuals who are designated to come together and

          5  act as the Fire Department's Pension Fund Medical

          6  Board. This Board, among other things, makes

          7  determination about whether disability status will

          8  be granted to members of the FDNY who have applied

          9  for it.

         10                 Sadly, post 9/11, the number of

         11  requests to be classified as disabled to get

         12  disability pay put before this Board, put before the

         13  FDNY has significantly increased. This sad increase

         14  and request for disability has caused a situation

         15  where requests now are taking at some point over a

         16  year to be processed by the Board.

         17                 This bill will allow other

         18  individuals to be designated to come together as

         19  medical pension review boards for the Fire

         20  Department so they can make determinations on these

         21  requests, and these members of our Fire Department

         22  and their family will not have to wait so terribly

         23  long to get an answer to this very sad, but

         24  important question, on behalf of themselves and

         25  their family. We are taking up this action at the
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          2  request of the Mayor and I want to thank the Mayor

          3  and his staff for bringing this piece of legislation

          4  to us, and I want to again thank the Chair of our

          5  Civil Service and Labor Committee for acting on it

          6  and call on Chairperson Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

          8  Madam Speaker. And I'm also thankful to the

          9  Administration for working any issues out with the

         10  two unions involved, both the UFOA and the UFA.

         11                 So, again, for the current membership

         12  of the FDNY for the future members of the FDNY and

         13  their families, I think this is a great step toward

         14  efficiency dealing with the backlog and delay in the

         15  disability retirement applications.

         16                 So, thank you much, very much, Madam

         17  Speaker.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         19  Chairperson Addabbo.

         20                 We are voting on three important Land

         21  Use actions today. And let me first start with a

         22  historic district designation we are doing today.

         23                 We are going to vote today, I hope,

         24  and I believe we will, to designate Sunnyside

         25  Gardens as a historic landmarked district in the
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          2  Borough of Queens.

          3                 This, once it goes into effect, will

          4  be the largest historic district in the Borough of

          5  Queens. It will be a very important action, one, to

          6  continue the Council's leadership in making sure

          7  that parts of the City beyond Lower Manhattan are

          8  getting the attention they deserve from the

          9  Landmarks Preservation Commission. But it also, in

         10  and of itself, will preserve a very unique

         11  neighborhood, Sunnyside Gardens.

         12                 Sunnyside Gardens is one of those

         13  neighborhoods when you get there, you really

         14  understand the concept that preservationists use

         15  when they talk about a sense of place. It is a

         16  neighborhood of low-rise neighborhoods, with shared

         17  gardens through the backyard. It is a long-time

         18  middle class working class neighborhood in our City.

         19  It's one of the first planned communities developed

         20  after the World War 1 in our City, and it's a

         21  neighborhood that deserves protecting, given the

         22  tremendous development pressures from Manhattan and

         23  other parts of Queens and I couldn't be more excited

         24  than I am about moving this important district

         25  forward.
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          2                 I want to thank everyone in the

          3  neighborhood who worked so hard to get us to this

          4  day. This really was an effort put forward by

          5  neighborhood activists in Sunnyside, and they

          6  deserve a tremendous amount of credit. Many of them

          7  were in the balcony with us today.

          8                 I also want to thank the Chair of our

          9  Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz, the Chair of our

         10  Subcommittee Jessica Lappin and all of the staff in

         11  Land Use and also the local Council Member, Eric

         12  Gioia, for his leadership on this effort.

         13                 And let me start by calling on

         14  Chairperson Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: As the Speaker

         16  said, Sunnyside Gardens Historic District was a long

         17  time coming and worked very hard on by Councilman

         18  Gioia for awhile and the community, and we are

         19  thankful to this great joint effort between the

         20  community, the Subcommittee Chair Jessica Lappin,

         21  Eric Gioia, and really the Landmarks Preservation

         22  Commission. From the day that we got elected, those

         23  of us in Queens have been talking about and

         24  advocating for more historic districts in the

         25  Borough of Queens. It has been one of the bones of
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          2  contention for many, many years, and we need to

          3  thank the Landmarks Commission for actually hearing

          4  us on that. And also the fact that the Landmarks

          5  Preservation Commission came up with a first-ever

          6  homeowners guide so that there will be some actual

          7  consistency and standardized, as we go forward it

          8  will be standardized, and we look forward to that,

          9  and this is the first time the Landmarks Commission

         10  has done that.

         11                 Once again, we thank the Commission.

         12  We thank the Speaker and all of the work that her

         13  office did by making sure that we get here today.

         14  And we look forward to many more historic districts

         15  as well in the Borough of Queens.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         18  Chairperson Katz. And I want to echo your thanks of

         19  the Landmarks Preservation Commission and their

         20  staff.

         21                 I also want to thank Gale Benjamin

         22  and everyone in the Land Use Division, and also

         23  Deidra Ferrick, who worked hard to make sure this

         24  district moved forward in an appropriate way.

         25                 I want to call on the Chair of our
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          2  Subcommittee Jessica Lappin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you,

          4  Madam Chair.

          5                 I just wanted to, the Speaker has

          6  already discussed the history and the beauty of this

          7  neighborhood, and it is a great community. I'm glad

          8  we are protecting it today. I wanted to congratulate

          9  Council Member Gioia, who has worked very hard,

         10  shown a lot of leadership during the designation

         11  process, and I know he will continue to work to

         12  bring the community together after the vote today.

         13                 I wanted to mention District Leader

         14  Deidra Feerick, who also worked with the Commission

         15  and with the community to get the Landmarks

         16  Commission to help devise these rules, and to bring

         17  them into the community to hold office hours, which

         18  I think is very important.

         19                 And to the community who is here

         20  today, congratulations. You worked very hard for a

         21  very long time, and your advocacy should be

         22  recognized.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Council Member Gioia.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker, and thank you so much for all the
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          2  leadership you have shown on this.

          3                 Thank you, as well, Chairwoman

          4  Lappin, and Chairwoman Katz. It has been an absolute

          5  pleasure working with you on this incredibly

          6  important matter for the City. And I also want to

          7  thank Chairman Tierney, who also has really been

          8  wonderful.

          9                 I especially want to thank the people

         10  in the neighborhood. Sometimes in government you

         11  have things coming from the top down. Well, this

         12  really has been from the people on up. I saw Herb

         13  Reynolds up in the balcony and a number of my other

         14  neighbors from Sunnyside. This has been something

         15  that the neighborhood has worked on tirelessly for

         16  years. In fact, on and off for decades, but in force

         17  for the past few years. And it's a neighborhood I

         18  know quite well. I grew up on 59th Street, and my

         19  family has been in the neighborhood a little over a

         20  century, and I actually live on 49th Street. And I

         21  am just so thrilled because today, and by the way, I

         22  should note that it was 83 years ago to this day

         23  that the first batch of homes went on sale in

         24  Sunnyside Gardens.

         25                 Now, the gardens were conceived as a
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          2  utopian community with a new model for affordable

          3  housing, for working and middle class people, and

          4  today our City takes an important step. What we say

          5  is, you don't have to live in a landmark -- pardon

          6  me -- you don't have to live in a mansion to be

          7  landmarked, that middle-class housing should be and

          8  must be preserved in our City.

          9                 What is so special about Sunnyside is

         10  that just a few miles away from Manhattan, when you

         11  walk around on these tree-line streets, you realize

         12  that it's only a quarter of the neighborhood is

         13  actually buildings. The rest are parks and gardens

         14  and it is extraordinary.

         15                 The only thing I regret in all of

         16  this is that all the publicity Sunnyside is getting,

         17  I think we're going to have tens of thousands of

         18  people trying to move in our neighborhood right now

         19  and we like our little village of a neighborhood.

         20                 I also want to particularly thank

         21  Deidre Feerick, who has been a great advocate in

         22  this entire process, and because of her the product

         23  is better.

         24                 For the first time ever, City

         25  Planning, rather Landmarks Commission, will come out
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          2  and do office hours in the neighborhood, and that is

          3  vitally important, not only for our neighborhood,

          4  but for the entire City, because as we now move out

          5  to the other boroughs, the four other boroughs and

          6  begin to landmark, it's not as easy for folks to get

          7  on the 4 Train and come on down to City Hall, or

          8  downtown and get their answers.

          9                 So, Deidre, I want to thank you. To

         10  all my neighborhood residents and friends, I want to

         11  thank you. Today is a great day for Sunnyside and a

         12  great day for all of New York.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         14                 We are also voting today on an

         15  important rezoning of the Bedford Stuyvesant

         16  community in Brooklyn. It's a 206 block rezoning.

         17  It's a rezoning that was initiated by the community

         18  through the 187-A process, and it's a rezoning that

         19  will both preserve the low-rise brownstone historic

         20  nature of Bed Stuy, but also through other actions

         21  hopefully generate at least 400 units of affordable

         22  housing. I want to thank everyone in the Land Use

         23  staff for this work, their work on this issue,

         24  everyone in the Bed Stuy community for bringing this

         25  197-A forward, and in particular, the Chair of the
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          2  Committee Melinda Katz, and also Council Member Al

          3  Vann, and Council Member Darlene Mealy, both of whom

          4  have worked long and hard on this South Bed Stuy

          5  rezoning, because I hear, Al has made it very clear,

          6  there will be a North Bed Stuy Rezoning very, very

          7  soon. So, we're only starting our work today, not

          8  ending it. Let me first call on our Chairwoman

          9  Melinda Katz, and then Council Member Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I just want to

         11  echo the words of Council Member Quinn. Also, every

         12  time you have a rezoning of 206 blocks, there is

         13  always going to be a lot of neighborhood questions,

         14  some opposition, some proponents, folks in the

         15  community that have questions. And truly, it takes

         16  someone to be able to shepherd a 206-block rezoning

         17  through, and I think Council Member Vann, with his

         18  community that was intimately involved every step of

         19  the way, truly shepherded this rezoning through, and

         20  I want to congratulate all of them, the Council

         21  Member, for the work and the Council Member for the

         22  work that he did on this.

         23                 This is truly an example of a

         24  rezoning that takes everything into account. It

         25  allows for inclusionary zoning from a 4.2 or a 5.6
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          2  to be able to create affordable housing outside the

          3  Borough of Manhattan. It allows for development on

          4  stripes where it is appropriate. It protects the

          5  commercial area as well. It provides for lower scale

          6  density in areas that that's appropriate as well,

          7  and so it was a great group project and something

          8  that we'll look back on years to come and be proud

          9  of, and so I congratulate everyone involved and

         10  thank the City Planning Commission and the staff of

         11  the Land Use Committee for all of their work.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Council Member Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         14  Madam Speaker. Thank you, Chairperson Katz, Chairman

         15  Avella, all the Committee members of Land Use and

         16  Franchise, Zoning and Franchise.

         17                 You know, we vote on hundreds of

         18  these Land Use issues a year, and except perhaps for

         19  those who serve on the Subcommittee and Land Use

         20  Committee, subcommittees of Land Use, I don't know

         21  how acquainted you are with all of the issues

         22  involved there. It's pretty much a laddy-da vote,

         23  that being you respect the report coming from the

         24  Committee, you respect the members who support these

         25  issues within their respective districts. Today, I
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          2  fully understand and appreciate what each member

          3  must go through to arrive at such an issue such as

          4  this one. It's been a lot of work and I have so much

          5  respect for my community for going through this

          6  process, the many, many weeks and hours and months

          7  they spent going outreach into the community, whole

          8  new public forum, public hearings, getting input,

          9  and I have a lot of admiration for the Brooklyn

         10  Borough City Planning, because they really

         11  demonstrated a lot of professionalism, they showed a

         12  lot of sensitivity, they expressed, they showed the

         13  ability to listen to the community, and we were able

         14  to arrive at pretty much unanimous consent on what

         15  we wanted in our community, to preserve our

         16  community, to maintain the character of our

         17  community.

         18                 As I indicated earlier at the press

         19  conference, Bedford Stuyvesant has been discovered

         20  now, you know, like Columbus discovered America. We

         21  weren't there before, but now everybody know that

         22  we're there and everybody wants to see it, and they

         23  want to buy it up. And unscrupulous people come,

         24  developers, and they want to build beyond the

         25  character, but because of the act that we will take
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          2  in a few moments, it will help us to preserve the

          3  stability and maintain the character of our

          4  community going forward into the future, and be

          5  very, very appreciative of that. Let me commend

          6  Community Board 3, our Chairperson Brenda Fryson

          7  (phonetic), and Bee Jones before her. Our Land Use

          8  Co-Chairs, I think City Planning wanted to hire them

          9  up because they're very knowledgeable, they know,

         10  they know the terminology, they understand all that

         11  stuff that I don't understand, and they did an

         12  excellent job, C. Doris Pinn and Wilma Maynard. And

         13  I can't say enough about Brother Rudy Bryan, who

         14  worked at the Pratt Institute for, I guess it's

         15  economic development or something like that. He

         16  shepherded in the 97-A plan, and stayed with us

         17  throughout this entire process.

         18                 This has been a model of a community

         19  working together within ourselves and working with

         20  City Planning and working with all the forces that

         21  be. It's an excellent, excellent recommendation and

         22  rezoning plan, and now we're going to get started

         23  this afternoon on Bed Stuy North, as the Speaker

         24  mentioned.

         25                 Thank you, and thank you for your
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          2  vote.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

          4  Council Member Vann.

          5                 We're also voting today on an issue

          6  in Council Member Brewer's district, on West 95th

          7  Street relating to parking garages and how we deal

          8  with parking garages from a legislative perspective

          9  is something that's important, you know, in all of

         10  the boroughs from Staten Island to the Bronx, but

         11  something that is particularly significant, I know

         12  on the west side of Manhattan, and I want to call on

         13  Council Member Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         15  much. 95 West 95th Street has applied, the owners

         16  have applied for a special permit pursuant to the

         17  zoning resolution for development of a 100 space

         18  public parking garage. The proposed garage would

         19  occupy the same space as the current 98 space

         20  accessory parking garages. The number of accessory

         21  spaces would remain the same, and 57 public spaces

         22  would be added, and the garage would be attendant

         23  and valet. And therein lies the issue, this is a

         24  former Mitchell-Lama. This is a building that was a

         25  home, may he rest in peace, to Bob Willis, who is
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          2  really the Godfather of all affordable

          3  Mitchell-Lama, having gone with probably every

          4  Mitchell-Lama resident in the City of New York, to

          5  HUD or DHCR or HPD while he was alive to fight

          6  against rent increases that were not appropriate.

          7                 And this is a building where

          8  middle-income New Yorkers have had their home for

          9  37, 32, 35 years. So, it's very hard for the change.

         10  People use their cars to go to work.

         11                 But thanks to certainly Danielle

         12  DeCerbo, certainly Chair Avella, Chair Katz, Peter

         13  Goldwasser in our office, and the really

         14  unbelievable residents with great leadership in the

         15  building, we've come to an agreement that hopefully

         16  will make sense for the current residents, for the

         17  people who use wheelchairs and cars, for people who

         18  want access to the building, and for the owner. The

         19  situation in which the community board turned it

         20  down, Borough President with certain caveat approved

         21  it, and City Planning approved. Do, it's a bit of a

         22  quandary.

         23                 But I am hopeful that with

         24  discussions that are ongoing between residents and

         25  the owner, we can continue these discussions,
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          2  enforce what was suggested, and hopefully the

          3  building and the residents will be better for it.

          4  But I just say it's one more example, it's tough

          5  being in the middle-class in this City. It's tough

          6  to make these compromises when you've lived in the

          7  building for a certain way for a great deal of time.

          8                 So, my hat goes off to the residents

          9  and to all the staff members who helped put this

         10  together.

         11                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         13                 And I failed when I was discussing

         14  the Fire Department legislation to thank Elisa Chae,

         15  Rob Calendra and Terzah Nasser, as well as the

         16  Mayor's Office of Legislative Affairs for their work

         17  on this bill.

         18                 And lastly, two other things, I want

         19  to thank Chairperson Reyna for moving forward today

         20  with three appointments that we are making. And as I

         21  said in the Committee, she was committed to making

         22  sure these appointments got put through under her

         23  leadership no matter what. We again wish her and her

         24  family the best of luck as she moves forward with

         25  her second child.
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          2                 And lastly, I want to call on

          3  Chairman and sponsor of Reso 823-A, Council Member

          4  Koppell, to speak on that resolution.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

          6  Madam Speaker.

          7                 We have a resolution that has very

          8  broad support. We had a hearing, we had many people

          9  who testified. This Council has taken the lead in

         10  providing for equal rights for the disabled in a

         11  number of areas. This resolution calls on the

         12  Legislature, unfortunately, we can't do it, to make

         13  the disabled eligible for EPIC. The disabled share

         14  many characteristics with senior citizens. They are

         15  often of limited income, they have more medical

         16  problems than most others, and they deserve to get

         17  support with respect to their prescription drugs.

         18  The fact is that their medical, the prescription

         19  drug benefits under Medicare are not sufficient, and

         20  they're also not sufficient under SSD. And EPIC

         21  would be of great assistance to those of limited

         22  income and who have disabilities.

         23                 We think Albany is about ready to act

         24  on this. We think that we can give them a good push

         25  for this resolution. There are many sponsors of this
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          2  legislation in Albany from both parties, and I know

          3  my colleagues want to do everything they can to

          4  convince both the Legislature and the Governor to

          5  finally act. This has been on the agenda for a

          6  number of years, and I commend it to the Council,

          7  and I hope you'll vote for it and send up the

          8  message to Albany. Thank you.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And that

         10  concludes Communication from the Speaker.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         12  of General Orders.

         13                 Seeing no one -- oh, Council Member

         14  Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just want to

         16  call members' attention to two rezonings that I have

         17  also, and ask them for support on their vote.

         18                 Number one is follow-up plan text for

         19  Jamaica rezoning, which is just being done to do

         20  some common sense changes to Jamaica rezoning, and

         21  also my St. Albans Hollis rezoning, which is a 317

         22  block contextual rezoning that will help protect the

         23  character of the community from overdevelopment.

         24                 I don't want to repeat all of the

         25  superlatives that the other members said about the
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          2  process. It was a very smooth process in my

          3  community. I want to thank Community Board 12. I

          4  want to thank Pratt Institute for working with

          5  Community Board 12, and I especially want to thank

          6  also the Queens City Planning Unit, Rob Holberg,

          7  Debbie Carney, and John Young, who held all of the

          8  meetings regarding this rezoning plan at their

          9  office to teach the community board and all

         10  interested parties about all of the nuances of the

         11  zoning. Again, it went very smoothly. There was just

         12  one minor change, and it's on the calendar for

         13  today. I urge a yes vote on both. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         15  nobody else, okay, Report of Special Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         18  Standing Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         20  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

         21                 Intro. 369-A. Fire Department Pension

         22  Fund Medical Board.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         24  General Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the
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          2  Committee on Land Use.

          3                 LU 534 and Reso 1119, through LU 545

          4  and Reso 1122, various ULURPs and UDAAPs.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 553 and Reso 1123.

          8                 Landmarks Preservation Commission

          9  designation.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 559 and Reso 1124

         13  through LU 569 and Reso 1129. Various UDAAPs.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LUs 570 and 571.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

         18  modifications and referred to City Planning

         19  Commission pursuant to the Rule 11.70(b) of the

         20  rules of the Council and Section 197-(d) of the New

         21  York City Charter.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 572 and Reso 1130,

         23  ULURP.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 582 and Reso 1131,

          3  through LU 590 and Reso 1134 on page five. Landmarks

          4  Preservation Commission designation.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 591 and Reso 1135.

          8  Zoning map amendment.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 597 and Reso 1136.

         12  Landmarks Preservation Commission designation.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 598 and Reso 1137.

         16  Zoning resolution amendment.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on general

         18  orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 599 and Reso 1138.

         20  Zoning map amendment.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 606 and Reso 1139.

         24  Unenclosed sidewalk cafe.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 607 and Reso 1140.

          4  Zoning Resolution amendment.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          8  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          9                 M 817 and Reso 1141, approving the

         10  reappointment of Nicholas LaPorte, New York City

         11  Civil Service Commission.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 842 and Reso 1142.

         15  Approving the redesignation of James Donlon, New

         16  York City Civilian Complaint Review Board.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 843. And Reso 1143.

         20  Approving the recommendation of Anthony Sumpter, New

         21  York City Youth Board.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reso 273-A.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Laid over.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 570 and Reso 1144

          5  and LU 580 and Reso 1145.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          9  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders, and at this point, I ask for a roll call on

         12  all of the items that have been coupled on the

         13  General Order calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

         22  excused to explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Well, I just

         25  wanted to commend Council Member Vann for the
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          2  recognition and the rezoning of Bedford Stuyvesant.

          3  However, I do want to lay caution that I hope

          4  Bedford Stuyvesant is not discovered like Columbus

          5  discovered America. Because if so, we are in

          6  trouble. Because the only he discovered was that he

          7  was lost. There were people already here, but I wish

          8  the people of Bed Stuy the greatest, and with that,

          9  I would like to proudly vote aye on all items.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Permission

         16  to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         19                 I just want to take a moment to talk

         20  about an item on the calendar that's in my district,

         21  45 Summit Street, and I want to thank the Speaker

         22  and Chair Katz, Chair Avella, and the City Planning

         23  Commission as well. This was a small, but complex,

         24  project and because everyone worked together we have

         25  preserved some local business that would not
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          2  otherwise have been preserved, but also create new

          3  housing.

          4                 And the point I want to make also is,

          5  it's a 35-unit project that we managed to get 20

          6  percent affordable housing out of, and I think it's

          7  another example of how we and the Council can create

          8  affordability, even where generally speaking the

          9  experts tell us it might not be viable.

         10                 I think because everyone worked

         11  together, we took another step forward to create

         12  affordable housing for an area of Brooklyn that is

         13  really overstressed by increasing housing costs. So,

         14  I just want to thank all of my colleagues and thank

         15  everyone involved in the process, and it's a

         16  reminder to us to look for affordable housing at

         17  every opportunity we get.

         18                 Thank you. I vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          9  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'm voting

         13  aye on all coupled General Orders. In particular, I

         14  want to point out the Sunnyside Gardens landmarking.

         15  I'm happy for the residents that sought this

         16  landmarking, and I understand that there was a

         17  significant among of opposition to it.

         18                 I do want to encourage the Landmarks

         19  Preservation Commission to look throughout Queens

         20  and to look to other communities, where there is no

         21  opposition to it, in particular Richmond Hill, where

         22  the community has been fighting for many years.

         23  Every community civic association, community board,

         24  every elected official, and all the residents in the

         25  area, all support landmarking and unfortunately the
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          2  only one who refuses to act so far is the Landmark

          3  Preservation Commission.

          4                 While I'm happy for those in

          5  Sunnyside and I think it's a step forward for those

          6  in Queens County to see some landmarking, I'm

          7  disappointed that more Queens isn't on the agenda as

          8  of yet, and I encourage the Landmarking Preservation

          9  Commission to step forward, include Richmond Hill,

         10  look at areas like Ridgewood and other communities

         11  throughout Queens County that are rich in history

         12  and deserve landmarking.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Seek

         20  permission to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups and I

         21  vote aye on that, and I vote aye on all General

         22  Order items.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

                                                            46

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: To Council

         12  Member Vann, congratulations. With Bedford

         13  Stuyvesant South, I look forward to working with you

         14  as we rezone Bedford Stuyvesant North, which will

         15  include a little part of my district.

         16                 Congratulations to the members of

         17  Community Board 3 and to members of Sunnyside,

         18  congratulations. I look forward to working with

         19  Landmarks as we go forward to landmark Walabout,

         20  Clinton Hill and Prospect Heights to protect

         21  residents against you know what project.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: With a big

          6  congratulations to the residents of Sunnyside, aye

          7  on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Borough

          3  -- Madam Borough President. Madam Public Advocate,

          4  may I have permission to vote yes on the previous

          5  Land Use Call-Ups?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote yes,

          8  and I vote aye to all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         11  explain my vote, please?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: All right. I

         14  just wanted to congratulate Councilman Gioia and the

         15  Speaker and Councilwoman Lappin and also Council

         16  Member Vann. I'm very happy when we are doing

         17  landmarking, and I fully appreciate the community's

         18  involvement in Sunnyside, because any district that

         19  comes so close to my district, as you are, and you

         20  know that Jackson Heights is an historical district,

         21  it's very welcome.

         22                 And, yes, we will become a community

         23  borough of villages, because that's what it takes.

         24  So, thank you very much. I vote aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Stewart also

          3  vote again, vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Permission to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: As to the Bed

         13  Stuy South rezoning, I failed to mention a very

         14  significant partner in this whole process, and that

         15  was the Coalition of the improvement of Bed Stuy.

         16                 These are about 20 organizations that

         17  I brought together at an earlier point, most of whom

         18  are local developers in the area. And, of course,

         19  they had a point of view that was not always

         20  consistent with that of the Community Board, but

         21  because of their, not only their own dedication to

         22  the community and sensitivity, we were able to

         23  arrive at a unanimous consent on what we should have

         24  going forward to maintain a balance and maintain the

         25  character, and they served as consultants to us and
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          2  to the community board. So, I did want to mention

          3  that fact.

          4                 They are chaired by Jim Robinson and

          5  Colvin Grannum. Colvin is the President of Bed Stuy

          6  Restoration, so we owe them a great debt of

          7  gratitude as well as community board, while they are

          8  working on this plan.

          9                 Thank you, and I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Yes, Madam

         14  President, may I be granted permission to vote on

         15  all previous Land Use items? I vote aye on all Land

         16  Use items and I vote aye on all coupled General

         17  Orders.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry, my

         19  mic is a little weird today.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          5  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          6  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero negative and

          7  zero abstentions.

          8                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

          9  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero

         10  negative.

         11                 Introduction and reading of bills.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         13  to the Committees as indicated on the agenda.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         15  of Resolutions.

         16                 This is a resolution calling on the

         17  New York State Legislature to adopt legislation for

         18  people who are receiving Social Security Disability

         19  Insurance benefits eligible for EPIC, the EPIC

         20  program.

         21                 All in favor?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Adopted.

         24                 General Discussion.

         25                 Council Member DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I just want to say today we're

          5  introducing Reso 1115, and this relates to the

          6  crisis now occurring in the nation of Burma.

          7                 We're calling upon the Boards of New

          8  York City and New York State Pension Funds to

          9  support the goals of Burma's democracy movement by

         10  introducing shareholder resolutions to pressure

         11  companies to suspend operations in Burma.

         12                 We've all seen over the last few

         13  weeks a brutal repression of a very peaceful and

         14  democratic movement in that country led by religious

         15  figures, as well as civilian political activists,

         16  and it's time for all of us to stand up and make

         17  clear to the Burma East Government that this will

         18  not be accepted by the International Community and

         19  by the business community and to start a process

         20  towards democracy.

         21                 So, several companies that are

         22  invested in by New York City and New York State

         23  Pension Funds do have a presence in Burma, and we

         24  want to encourage all shareholders in those

         25  companies to introduce resolutions that will
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          2  pressure those companies to suspend operations. We

          3  believe that's a way to help foster democratic

          4  change in that nation.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Actually, I

          9  thought Council Member DeBlasio was going to be

         10  talking about his Boston Red Sox today. I think it's

         11  always a great day when Bill DeBlasio and Rudy

         12  Giuliani are on the same page.

         13                 It's a great day for Bill DeBlasio,

         14  and for us Met fans, we'll see you next year.

         15                 Actually, on a very serious note, I

         16  am sure that no one in this chamber would be

         17  surprised to hear me reiterate my opposition to the

         18  congestion pricing plan, and as you may or may not

         19  know, because it isn't all that well publicized, the

         20  Sham Commission (phonetic) will be coming to

         21  Brooklyn for its hearing at 6:00 on Thursday. It's

         22  not enough just to say no to something in fact, I

         23  think that the Congestion Pricing Plan, as

         24  ill-advised as it is, has raised two very, very

         25  important issues, and they are clean air in our City
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          2  and support for transportation and reduction of

          3  traffic congestion throughout the Metropolitan area

          4  and not just in the central business district.

          5                 And I believe that both of those

          6  issues are regional, and multi-faceted and require

          7  regional and multi-faceted solution. So, I will be

          8  proposing an alternative plan to congestion pricing.

          9  I will be dropping it off to all of you on

         10  Wednesday, I will be proposing it publicly on

         11  Thursday. That plan is ambitious, but it is also

         12  something that I think addresses the true root

         13  causes of the problems of air pollution in our City

         14  and traffic congestion. And I hope to have the

         15  opportunity to sit down and discuss it with each and

         16  every one of you, because it is my hope that we can,

         17  in fact, address both clean air and traffic

         18  congestion and mass transit throughout our City in

         19  an intelligent way that does not require the

         20  demonizing of people who need to or choose to drive

         21  a car in this City.

         22                 So, I look forward to having that

         23  dialogue with all of you. You should be getting both

         24  the plan and the back-up memos on each aspect of it

         25  on Wednesday.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

          6  rise for Intro 639, asking you to support it. This

          7  is on curb cuts. This particular bill would do two

          8  different things. First of all, it would mandate

          9  that curb cuts be reviewed by the community boards

         10  concurrently as to when the agencies are reviewing

         11  the curb cut.

         12                 And, second, I've learned from

         13  experience, curb cuts are both the purview currently

         14  of Department of Buildings, nobody knows why, and

         15  Department of Transportation. And this bill would

         16  put the curb cut issue squarely in the hands of DOT.

         17                 In my area we have curb cuts, popping

         18  up all the time, and I think that there should be

         19  more oversight.

         20                 Thank you very much. I urge you to

         21  participate and sign on Intro. 639.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I invite all of

         25  my colleagues this weekend to join members of the
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          2  Black and Hispanic and Asian Caucus to their

          3  legislative conference this weekend, starting on

          4  Friday and ending on Saturday. Our focus is on the

          5  crisis in affordable housing, and how the vast

          6  majority of our constituents are being priced out of

          7  New York City.

          8                 I urge all of you to attend, there

          9  shall be invitations in your mail, invitations in

         10  your mail and a letter which spells out the weekend.

         11                 Let me also go on to say that another

         12  sham hearing that will be scheduled Monday in

         13  Brooklyn is the MTA hearing to consider raising fare

         14  hikes which I oppose.  Until such time as the State

         15  Legislature passes the budget, we should not be in a

         16  position to increase fares.

         17                 Again, I hope to see all of my

         18  colleagues this weekend Friday at Pace College,

         19  joining the members of the Black, Hispanic and Asian

         20  Caucus as we come up with some creative and

         21  constructive solutions to address the crisis in

         22  affordable housing. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam
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          2  Public Advocate.

          3                 I have a very significant omission.

          4  The process, City Planning process for rezoning, the

          5  time frame, as you probably well know, today was the

          6  very last day that the City also had to act on this

          7  particular rezoning plan. However, the Stated

          8  Meeting was originally scheduled for tomorrow, so

          9  had it not been for the largess of our Speaker, we

         10  would have been in bad shape.

         11                 So, I would like to take this

         12  opportunity, Speaker, to thank you very much from my

         13  community, and I thank you for your largess, and

         14  very appreciative of that fact.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else -- did I miss somebody back there? Okay,

         18  the Council meeting of October 29th is ended.

         19                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25
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