






















































Testimony Of New York State Senator Leroy Comrie Before The 

New York City Council | Committee On Transportation 

October 29th, 2018 

 

Good Morning, Chair Rodriguez and members of the Committee on Transportation; I 

wholeheartedly commend you for taking up one of the most essential quality of life issues in 

our City—parking and the regulations that govern it.    

 

Some people may think we have too many parking restrictions and regulations already on the 

books; however, for the hardworking families of my Borough of Queens who have some of 

the longest commute times in the nation, when they come home to find tractor-trailers, or 

commercial vehicles, or school buses taking up whole blocks of public parking—and they 

can’t effectively or safely drop off their children, or bring in groceries, or get inside on a cold 

evening—we know that no matter how many regulations we have in place—they are not 

working to effectively benefit our constituents.   

 

The truth of the matter is that under the current parking regulation structure commercial 

vehicles have little to no disincentive to blatantly disregard the law and park wherever they 

like, in particular they have been queueing up like convoys on every available space 

throughout our neighborhoods, especially by our school and parks.  They stay well past the 

legal 3 hour limit, most stay overnight, some set up shop for days on end.   

 

In addition to reducing the overall stock of scarce parking spaces for our hardworking 

residents who often have to own cars because the MTA has underfunded public 

transportation in Queens since its very inception, these commercial vehicles often idle their 

engines, and fill the neighborhood with harmful emissions.   

 

The situation is not only frustrating but it is a bread and butter quality of life issue that has 

real world public health impacts.  I’m heartened the Council is seeking to address it.      

 

I’m here specifically to testify in the strongest possible support of two Introductions on the 

agenda by my great colleague, friend and champion of our Southeast Queens constituents—I. 

Daneek Miller.  Council Member Miller has wisely sponsored two pieces of legislation (both 

of which impressively enjoy the co-sponsorship of 32 colleagues)—known collectively as the 

Commercial Truck Abuse Act—that seek to get at the heart of the problem of commercial 

vehicles clogging our streets.     

 



 Introduction 1010 would increase the fines on commercial vehicles that park overnight 

on a residential street—a first violation would now be $400, and subsequent violations 

within a six-month period are raised to $800.  These figures represent a near-doubling 

of existing fines and send a message that violators would be foolish to add fines to their 

cost of doing business.   

 

 Introduction 1011 would halve the amount of time that commercial vehicles are 

allowed to park on residential streets from three hours to 90 minutes.  This is time 

sufficient to conduct business but to also sends a strong message that residential streets 

are off limits to parking and idling unrelated to the delivery and transportation of 

goods.     

 

I commend and congratulate Council Member Miller for his tenacious work on this issue and 

I pledge to him that I will continue to work tirelessly to pass companion bills that I carry in 

the New York State Senate—Senate Bill 5465 (Comrie) | Assembly Bill 8363 (Vanel) which 

closely mirrors Intro 1010 and Senate Bill 8429 (Comrie) which would punish commercial 

vehicles that intentionally remove identification makers, such as registration stickers, license 

plates, and VIN numbers in order to attempt to evade ticketing for underlying offenses, such 

as illegal parking. 

 

Conclusively, I urge the Committee and the entire Council to move swiftly to pass Intros 1010 

and 1011 and to send the strongest possible message to commercial vehicles that they can no 

longer abuse our communities with their unwanted, harmful and illegal presence.   

 

Thank You.    

 

 

 
 
  



 

 

 

October 26, 2018 

 

Good Morning Chairman and Committee Members.  I am Sandra Tullock, Chair of Traffic and Safety, 

Addisleigh Park Civic Organization.  I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity to present this 

written testimony regarding Councilman Miller’s two “Commercial Truck Act” 1010 & 1011 which I fully 

support. 

Before I give my testimony, I would like to provide you with a brief history about Addisleigh Park Civic 

Organization, (APCO) and the residents of Addisleigh Park Community.  Perhaps after reading this you 

will begin to understand why the homeowners of this community are so passionate, protective, and 

proud of our small historic neighborhood. 

The mission of the Addisleigh Park Civic Organization is to engage in or support 

activity that: 1) encourages the greatest sense of community among its 

residents: and 2) serves to protect the value of homes in this historically unique 

neighborhood. 

The Addisleigh Park Civic Organization strongly advocates for the home owners 

in this triangular shaped Queens area surrounded by Sayres Avenue on the 

north, 180th Street on the east, Linden Boulevard on the south and Marne Place on the west. 

Through the consistent and persistent advocacy of APCO’S past and current leadership, in 2011 
Addisleigh Park was granted Historic designation.  APCO’s executive leadership and general members 
attribute this monumental fate to its famous jazz musician of yesteryear such as Ella Fitzgerald, Count 
Basie, Brook Benton, John Coltrane, Lean Horne, Illinois Jacquet, and Fats Waller. Sports figures Roy 
Campanella, Joe Louis and Babe Ruth. Author, activist and educator, W.E.B. Du Bois, Roy Wilkins, NAACP 
Head, Civil Rights activist, and Percy Sutton, Black Political Leader, all who once called this community 
their home. 

Since the mid-nineties to the present, this community has witnessed 18-wheel Municipal Waste Trucks, 

commercial and semi- trailer trucks, park from Friday evenings to Monday mornings throughout our 

neighborhoods.  There are incidences where they have parked at the dead end on 180 and Sayres 

Avenue for weeks on end.  When they do finally leave the location, they leave behind discarded tires 

and other garbage.  In the summer, because of the unpleasant stench emanating from these trucks, we 

are forced to keep the windows in our homes closed. Needless to say, this creates a health hazard for  



 

our seniors and family members who suffer from various respiratory illness and allergy conditions. Upon 

closer inspection, often time my neighbors and I have seen liquid substance dripping from trucks’ 

crevices. 

 On early Sunday mornings at the dead end at 180th Street and Sayres Avenue and on 110th Avenue 

between 179th Place and 180th Street is where a van will drive up and power hose wash the Municipal 

Waste Trucks parked at these locations from top to bottom.  Additionally, at this same location, another 

truck with a two-man crew, will perform tire and mechanical repairs.  This includes tire changing and 

servicing of the engine.  This loud drilling and banging generally occurs after 10PM weeknights or before 

7AM on weekends. When they are through servicing these vehicles, they leave behind dozens of old and 

worn tires haphazardly left either on the sidewalk on 110th Avenue or 180th Street and or at the dead 

end on Sayres Avenue.        

Increasing parking fines and reducing the time these 18-wheel commercial trucks and semi-trailer trucks 

can park, will alleviate the adverse impact these trucks have on our community and environment.  

 

Thank you. 

Sandra Tullock 
Chair Traffic and Safety 
Addisleigh Park Civic Organization 
917.783.2345 
 

 



October 29, 2018 
 
Good morning Chairman Rodriguez. Thank you to all of the Committee Members for 
holding today’s hearing on Intro 886.  
 
My name is Allie Feldman Taylor and I’m the president and founder of Voters For 
Animal Rights. I am speaking to today in my capacity as a professional dog walker 
and volunteer animal rescuer in Bedford-Stuyvesant and Bushwick, Brooklyn.  
 
I urge the Committee to support Intro 886 which would allow pet harbors to be placed 
on public sidewalks of commercial establishments in New York City. Having met with 
the founders of DogSpot and thoroughly evaluated the pet harbor, I believe that they 
have done an excellent job of addressing the safety and behavioral needs of urban pets 
and their caretakers. I also spoke at length with my dog walking clients who are also in 
support of the pet harbors. 
 
Pet harbors are a win-win for New York City’s dogs, pet guardians, animal rescuers, 
and local businesses. The availability of safe, convenient, affordable care for dogs 
makes it easier for New Yorkers considering adoption to make the decision to welcome 
a pet into their family – and keep them permanently. Decreasing barriers to adoption is 
one of the best ways to help more homeless animals find their forever homes.  
 
Additionally, every year numerous dogs are stolen by well-intentioned pet parents who 
stop into a store for just a minute. Pet harbors would provide a secure alternative to 
tying up a dog and leaving them unattended.  
 
Over the years, our city has evolved to because more accommodating to growing 
families with children, and now, as dogs become a part of an increasing number of New 
York City families, too, we are seeing our city policies change, with more dog-friendly 
restaurants, bars, and transportation options. I believe that pet harbors would positively 
broaden our city’s pet services, and urge the passing of Intro 886. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Allie Feldman Taylor 
786 Jefferson Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11221 












