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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Our first ceremonial

          3  is from Council Member Gale Brewer, and we're very

          4  excited because she has folks here from one of our

          5  favorite colleges, John Jay. And John Jay, I just

          6  want to make sure all of you guys know, has been a

          7  huge help to us in the City Council. Your President

          8  participated in a Nightlife Safety Summit and Task

          9  Force and Working Group we had. We held the Summit

         10  at John Jay. He was really instrumental, he and the

         11  other staff at John Jay, in helping us come up with

         12  some very, we think, important legislation. So, we

         13  want to thank you all for being a part of that.

         14  Great institution, but you've done something

         15  additionally significant, and let me let Gale tell

         16  all of us about that.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much, Council Member Quinn, and also Speaker Quinn,

         19  and more importantly, just to the south of John Jay,

         20  that's extremely important to all of us.

         21                 I'm here to honor the John Jay

         22  Baseball Team, that's called the Bloodhounds. Their

         23  colors are blue and gold. Their coach, since 2002,

         24  and he's very well known, is Dan Polumbo. They won

         25  the City University of New York Athletic Conference
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          2  Championship in May 2007. They beat Robert Jackson's

          3  City College.

          4                 The team also does community service.

          5  They host many, many events for young people in the

          6  neighborhood. The players are academically winners,

          7  as well, with an average GPA of 3.2. They'll talk

          8  about their incredible season record they have,

          9  championship record. Sixteen wins and two losses.

         10  They've been to Italy as part of a goodwill trip. I

         11  want to say that this is a very special honor for

         12  me. I'm a big supporter of John Jay, as I think the

         13  entire City Council is. Certainly we have two

         14  graduates who are members of the City Council, and

         15  this is a college that is growing exponentially. I

         16  think the buildings are broken in terms of they need

         17  so much more space, and luckily there is more space

         18  being provided. Great leadership from Jeremy Travis.

         19  And now I'd like to turn it over to the coach, who

         20  is not only the coach of this team but has been

         21  widely acclaimed. And we're so delighted to have all

         22  of its players. We congratulate John Jay and we

         23  congratulate Coach Polumbo.

         24                 COACH POLUMBO: Thank you very much. I

         25  just want to thank you, Councilwoman Brewer and the
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          2  entire City Council for this unbelievable honor. It

          3  was a lot more than winning a baseball championship,

          4  the thing that we're so proud of with these young

          5  men is the work that they do - the community

          6  service, the charity work, and like you said, the

          7  fact that their GPA's are able to stay as high as

          8  they are, considering that we are a City school and

          9  we travel, it's a commuter school, and our field is

         10  an hour away, it makes it a lot harder. But to be

         11  able to do what these guys do makes it very, very

         12  easy for me. And this is an unbelievable honor that

         13  we're all so very, very proud of and we'd like to

         14  thank everybody for it again. Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Does one of

         16  the team mates want to speak and then we'll have a

         17  reading of the proclamation.

         18                 MR. PEREZ: My name is Sean Perez, and

         19  I'm an Assistant Coach for Coach Polumbo, and I

         20  played with him for four years before I graduated at

         21  John Jay, I was the Captain for three, and

         22  unfortunately I wasn't there to win when I was

         23  playing but I was there to help him guide these

         24  young guys to win a championship, and I'll be

         25  following him for four more years to help them guide
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          2  them to championships and continue our success.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: If the clerk would

          4  please read the proclamation.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

          6  York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to honor the John Jay

          9  College of Criminal Justice's baseball team for its

         10  contributions to both the West Side Community and

         11  CUNY athletics; and

         12                 Whereas: Under the guidance of Coach

         13  Dan Polumbo, the John Jay College of Criminal

         14  Justice Baseball Team has achieved the best CUNY

         15  regular season record for the past two consecutive

         16  years. In 2007, the team also achieved the rank of

         17  CUNY champions, a much deserved total; and,

         18  therefore

         19                 Be It Known: The Council of the City

         20  of New York honors the John Jay College of Criminal

         21  Justice Baseball Team for its athletic and personal

         22  achievements, both as CUNY champs and active

         23  community members.

         24                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         25  Entire Council; Gale A. Brewer, Council Member 6th
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          2  District.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Congratulations.

          4                 The next is going to be presented by

          5  Council Member Eric Gioia to the Queens Robbery

          6  Squad. And let me ask the guys from the Queens

          7  Library Squad to come up, and let me give the mic

          8  over to Council Member Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         10  Madam Speaker. And thank you, for making today

         11  happen.

         12                 You know, many of us grew up

         13  watching, I don't know, Barnaby Jones, Kojak,

         14  Starsky and Hutch - these guys are the real deal.

         15  And I'm happy to say no one does look like Kojak,

         16  but these guys are the real deal, and we really owe

         17  them a great debt of gratitude for all they do to

         18  make New York City safe.

         19                 Many of you remember a few months

         20  back there was a terrible story, which they may talk

         21  about or read in the proclamation, where there was a

         22  rash of robberies in Queens, in fact --

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we could just ask

         24  folks to be quiet for a second, I know we had a

         25  little bit of a break in between ceremonials, but
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          2  this is a very important ceremonial honoring some

          3  outstanding members of our Police Department and did

          4  some great work on behalf of the residents of

          5  Queens.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

          7  Madam Speaker. Many of us read or saw on TV that

          8  among these string of robberies was a terribly

          9  heinous crime where there was a 101-year-old woman

         10  who was not only robbed but beaten, and these

         11  gentlemen really went above and beyond, hundreds and

         12  hundreds of leads, they didn't stop, they showed

         13  courage and determination and I'm happy to say that

         14  the assailant was arrested on I think April 27th and

         15  arraigned and charged with seven different counts,

         16  felony counts, and with that I'm proud to bring them

         17  down here, and give them these proclamations. Thank

         18  you.

         19                 I will ask the clerk to read the

         20  proc, and then we'll hear some words and take some

         21  pictures.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         23  York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council, City of New

         25  York, is pleased and proud to honor the Queens

                                                            10

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Robbery Squad of the New York City Police Department

          3  for their efforts in apprehending the individuals

          4  suspected of mugging two elderly women; and

          5                 Whereas: In the early afternoon of

          6  March 4th, 2007, Rose Mirat, and Alize Solange were

          7  both victims of a violent robbery at their

          8  respective residences in Queens; and

          9                 Whereas: The robbery of Ms. Mirat, a

         10  101-year-old woman, was captured on video and

         11  broadcast all over the nation; and

         12                 Whereas: On April 27th, 2007, the

         13  perpetrator was arrested and positively identified

         14  by the two remaining victims. He has been charged

         15  with six counts of robbery and seven counts of

         16  burglary, as well as several other charges; now,

         17  therefore

         18                 Be It Known: The Council of the City

         19  of New York honors the Queens Robbery Squad.

         20                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         21  Entire Council; Eric M. Gioia, Council Member, 26th

         22  District.

         23                 OFFICER SMITH: Hello. I'm William

         24  Smith. I'm the Commanding Officer of the Queens

         25  Robbery Squad. I've had the pleasure for the last
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          2  year working with the fine gentlemen of the Robbery

          3  Squad. I think everybody knows when they saw the

          4  images of Rose Mirat getting beaten in that foyer,

          5  it was disturbing not only in the City but it became

          6  a country-wide epidemic, I want to say, who was

          7  doing this? It was very hard for us to find out who

          8  it was. These guys didn't give up. It was a

          9  seven-week investigation of looking at leads, crime

         10  stopper tips, and when I received a phone call one

         11  night from Sergeant Kearns and Detective Alger, when

         12  they identified him through just a photo manager

         13  picture that we look at, which is very hard to do,

         14  they were able to link other robberies to Jack

         15  Rhodes and to bring him in and to find him. We had a

         16  one-week search for Jack Rhodes, we found him in

         17  Brooklyn, where he would be on the run. Without the

         18  help of Queens Robbery, Central Robbery, and all our

         19  resources to find this, it would never have probably

         20  came about. But I'm proud to be their commanding

         21  officer, and especially Sergeant Kearns and

         22  Detective Alger deserve everything they received.

         23  That's it. Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         25  guys. And thank you, once again, for all you do to
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          2  make our City safe, and God bless you.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we can get a good

          4  picture, if the folks could step forward, and if the

          5  Council members could bunch in together.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I call the

          7  Recessed Meeting of August 6th to order, held today

          8  on August 22nd. Roll call.

          9                 CLERK: Addabbo.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 CLERK: Arroyo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         13                 CLERK: Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         15                 CLERK: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         17                 CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here. I just

         19  want to get some clarity. This is for the recessed

         20  meeting, so I can vote aye on all?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You have to

         22  vote at the beginning of the next one.

         23                 He can vote now? Oh, sorry, Charles.

         24  Sorry.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: So, I'd like
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          2  to vote aye on all General Order items for that

          3  meeting and be marked present. Aye.

          4                 CLERK: Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          6                 CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          8                 CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         10                 CLERK: Dickens.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         12                 CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         14                 CLERK: Eugene.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

         16                 CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         18                 CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         20                 CLERK: Foster.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CLERK: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         24                 CLERK: Garodnick.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.
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          2                 CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here. And I

          4  wish to vote yes on all the items for the meeting of

          5  August 6th.

          6                 CLERK: Gentile.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here. And I'd

          8  also like to vote aye on all items on the calendar

          9  of August 6th.

         10                 CLERK: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         12                 CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         14                 CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CLERK: Ignizio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         18                 CLERK: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         22                 CLERK: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yes, Madam

         24  Public Advocate, I'd like to request unanimous

         25  consent to vote on all items on the August 6th
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          2  calendar.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, here, and I'd like to request consent to

         10  vote aye on the August 6th calendar.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you. Aye.

         13                 CLERK: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         15                 CLERK: Lappin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         17                 CLERK: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here. And may I

         19  request unanimous consent to vote on all items for

         20  the August 6th meeting?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you. I vote

         23  aye.

         24                 CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.
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          2                 CLERK: Martinez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Present, and

          4  I would like unanimous consent to vote aye on all

          5  items.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Present. And

          9  I, too, Madam Public Advocate, request unanimous

         10  consent to vote aye on all matters on the August 6th

         11  calendar.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 CLERK: Mealy.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         17                 CLERK: Mendez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         19                 CLERK: Monserrate.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes,

         21  present, and I vote aye on all the items on the

         22  agenda.

         23                 CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here. And I

         25  request unanimous permission to vote aye on all Land
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          2  Use Call-Up items for today's meeting, and all

          3  General Order Calendar items. Land Use. I have to

          4  wait til the next. Okay, thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          7                 CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          9                 CLERK: Reyna.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         11                 CLERK: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here. Madam

         13  Public Advocate, I request unanimous consent to vote

         14  on the August 6th meeting?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye on

         17  all issues. Thank you.

         18                 CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Present. And

         20  aye on all.

         21                 CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Present. And

         23  aye on all.

         24                 CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.
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          2                 CLERK: Vacca.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          4                 CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          6                 CLERK: Vann.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CLERK: White.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         12                 CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I request

         14  unanimous consent to vote on the items on the August

         15  6th calendar.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         18  all items.

         19                 CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         21                 CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         23                 CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         25                 CLERK: We have a quorum.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We will now

          3  adjourn the recessed meeting of August 6th, and go

          4  to the Stated Meeting of August 22nd.

          5                 Roll call.

          6                 Quiet, please.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         16  please.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Hello, aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here. And I

          7  hope it is the appropriate time, I request unanimous

          8  permission to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Up items

          9  and all General Order Calendar items.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes, here.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         21  quorum.

         22                 All rise for the Pledge of Allegiance

         23  and the Invocation.

         24                 (Pledge of Allegiance observed.)

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Remain
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          2  standing for the Invocation, please.

          3                 REVEREND WATERMAN: Let us bow our

          4  heads.

          5                 Almighty God and protector and

          6  preserver of all, you have come to us in many forms,

          7  yet you remain formless as our one God;

          8                 we call You by many names; we call

          9  You "our Father," "God," "Lord," "Jehovah" "LOM,"

         10  "Allah," "Yaway." Some even call You by Your son's

         11  name "Jesus Christ." Yet, You are without form,

         12  without color, without expression and without

         13  attributes; You are unlimited and profound, beyond

         14  imaginations and conceptions, eternal and

         15  imperishable; none can see You but with eyes Divine;

         16                 You always were, You always are, You

         17  always will be. You are everywhere. You are

         18  everything. You are our Creator, the Lord of Lords;

         19  knower of all, You are the knower of past, present

         20  and future; you are merciful;

         21                 we pray to You in many forms. We pray

         22  by our bodies, minds and souls. Bless each Council

         23  City Member with the strength and knowledge and

         24  wisdom, in ever so many forms we see, You reside in

         25  every one of us, and protect us in every form, we
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          2  pray. Bless the Council member with the power and

          3  effort to think of You and the responsibility of our

          4  community that You have placed in their hands. Give

          5  the City Council the strength to walk together in

          6  solidarity with each other, and then with all the

          7  poor and suffering, rich and healthy, men, women and

          8  children of all nationalities and cultures; to

          9  analyze the root cause of their distress, and to

         10  work with each other to transform unjust systems and

         11  create social, political, economic culture and

         12  spiritual systems of well-being for our community. I

         13  pray that you may get the glory out of each member's

         14  life, in the name that we all know, amen.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         16  spread the Invocation by Council Member James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Motion to

         18  spread the invocation by the very Reverend Robert

         19  Waterman, Pastor of Antioch Baptist Church, in full

         20  upon the record. Amen.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

         22  Member James.

         23                 If I could ask my colleagues to

         24  please rise again. Today I'm going to sadly note the

         25  passing of five New Yorkers, ranging in age from 33
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          2  to 105. They span many generations, but each one

          3  through their sacrifice, bravery, philanthropy and

          4  personalities, has left an indelible mark that will

          5  not soon be forgotten by the residents of our great

          6  City.

          7                 First, sadly, on August 18th, 2007,

          8  Firefighters Robert Badia, 53, of West Brighton,

          9  Staten Island, and lived in Council Member Oddo's

         10  district; and Firefighter Joseph Graffanino, two

         11  days shy of his 34th birthday, who lived in Dyker

         12  Heights in Council Member Gentile's district, both

         13  of them tragically lost their lives while battling a

         14  blaze in the partially demolished Deutche Bank

         15  building next to Ground Zero. Their deaths were due

         16  to cardiac arrests brought on by carbon monoxide

         17  poisoning when their oxygen tanks ran out.

         18                 Firefighter Badia, a 23-year veteran

         19  and Firefighter Graffanino, an eight-year veteran

         20  were assigned to Engine 24, Ladder Company 5 of

         21  Battalion 2, located just two blocks south of

         22  Houston Street on Sixth Avenue, in my district. This

         23  firehouse, which lost 11 firefighters on 9/11, also

         24  lost three firefighters, including their Captain

         25  John Drennan, in a March 1994 fire. Firefighter
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          2  Badia was there and saw it all. Firefighter

          3  Graffanino, who had worked at the Brooklyn firehouse

          4  behind his home, where as a child he hung out day

          5  and night, transferred to Ladder Company 5 after

          6  September 11th to replace one of their lost

          7  firefighters.

          8                 Both of their deaths in this building

          9  brings back so many of the horrible images of

         10  September 11th and so much of the loss that occurred

         11  on that day.

         12                 Firefighter Robert Badia's sister

         13  said her brother was always the protective older

         14  brother who looked out for his family, as well as

         15  for his fellow firefighters. In our hearts we know

         16  that Bobbie died doing what he loved. "If you knew

         17  him, you loved him," she said, "it's that simple."

         18                 His brother Ed said, "It's kind of

         19  hard to lose your brother in such a tragic way."

         20  Firefighter Badia's funeral service will be held on

         21  Friday at St. Patrick's Cathedral. He will be buried

         22  at St. Peter's Cemetery on Staten Island, next to

         23  the Borough's firefighters who died on September

         24  11th.

         25                 Firefighter Badia leaves behind two
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          2  brothers and two sisters, nieces, nephews, grand

          3  nieces and his girlfriend.

          4                 Firefighter Joseph Graffanino's

          5  mother Rosemary, who lost her only son, said "I lost

          6  my best friend." Joseph lived with his wife Linda

          7  and their two children, Mia who is four and Joseph

          8  Jr., who is just under one year's old. They lived

          9  only a block away from his parents.

         10                 When he was first assigned to his

         11  dream firehouse behind his family's home, he would

         12  jump over the same five-foot fence he jumped over as

         13  a child, this time to borrow eggs and milk, whenever

         14  his buddies needed a hot meal between runs, but

         15  didn't feel like going to the store for groceries.

         16                 Joseph was a devoted husband and

         17  father whose four-year-old daughter could always

         18  been seen on his shoulders as he walked in the

         19  neighborhood.

         20                 Although only 33 years old, he was

         21  dubbed the Mayor of Dyker Heights by his neighbors

         22  because of his great personality, ready smile, and

         23  willingness to always help others. Firefighter

         24  Graffanino's funeral will be held on Thursday at St.

         25  Ephrams Church in Brooklyn and his burial will be at
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          2  Greenwood Cemetery.

          3                 Firefighters Badia and Graffanino

          4  were the second and third firefighters to die in the

          5  line of duty this year. Just as the summer began,

          6  Firefighter Daniel Pujack lost his life fighting a

          7  fire in Brooklyn. To date, 1,137 New York City

          8  firefighters have made the supreme sacrifice. They

          9  are truly New York's bravest and they will never be

         10  forgotten by the New York City Council.

         11                 On August 6th, Army Colonel Juan Al

         12  Kantara, 22, of Washington Heights in Council Member

         13  Martinez's district was killed in Iraq, along with

         14  three fellow soldiers when an improvised explosive

         15  device detonated in a house they were searched. He

         16  was assigned to the First Battalion, 23rd Infantry

         17  Regiment based out of Fort Lewis, Washington.

         18                 After his father's death, his family

         19  had emigrated from Dominican Republic to the United

         20  States when he was five. Corporal Kantara joined the

         21  military after graduating from Edward Reynolds West

         22  Side High School. Corporal Al Kantara hoped to

         23  follow his sister's footsteps and join the NYPD

         24  after his Army service was completed. His sister is

         25  now a rookie police officer assigned to the 32nd
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          2  Precinct in Harlem.

          3                 He was supposed to return home on

          4  June 28th, but his tour of duty was extended by four

          5  months. As a result, he was not home on June 29th

          6  when his fiance' gave birth to their now

          7  six-week-old daughter. His request for leave to see

          8  his newborn daughter had been turned down. He is

          9  survived by his mother Maria, his fiance', his

         10  sisters and, of course, his daughter.

         11                 With help from Congressmember Charlie

         12  Rengal, his 93-year-old grandmother was allowed to

         13  travel, without proper identification, from the

         14  Dominican Republic to New York for his funeral, and

         15  we want to thank Chairman Rengal for making sure

         16  that was able to occur.

         17                 On August 13th, Brooke Aster, 105,

         18  spent her evenings in long gowns and diamonds while

         19  attending parties and benefits but who spent four

         20  decades giving away in a very generous and

         21  philanthropic way, her late husband's money to so

         22  many cultural institutions in our City and to so

         23  many organizations which serve New York City's less

         24  fortunate. She passed away at her home in

         25  Westchester.
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          2                 Brooke Aster took up her

          3  philanthropic passion after her third husband,

          4  Vincent Aster, heir to the Fern Real Estate fortune

          5  of John Jacob Aster died in 1959. Vincent Aster left

          6  Brooke $60 million personally and an equal amount

          7  for the foundation for the "Alleviation of Human

          8  Suffering." Her husband told her, "You'll have fun."

          9  And so she did. Brooke Aster decided that because of

         10  the Aster fortune had been made in New York real

         11  estate, the money should be spent in support of New

         12  Yorkers. Brooke Aster donated and served on the

         13  board of countless New York institutions, including

         14  the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Museum of

         15  Natural History, Cooper Hewitt, the New York Public

         16  Library, the Morgan Library, the Girls and Boys

         17  Clubs, numerous institutions for senior citizens,

         18  our zoo, the Botanical Garden, and so many other

         19  programs which served New York's less fortunate.

         20                 Her grant to the Animal Medical

         21  Center was to care for the pets of senior citizens.

         22  "Old people have pets," she said. "It's a wonderful

         23  place. When I'm sick, that's where I want them to

         24  take me."

         25                 Many of her Foundation's projects
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          2  involved necessities the public would never hear

          3  about - new windows for Bronx Nursing Home, fire

          4  escapes for homeless residents, a boiler for the

          5  Williamsburg Youth Center, Vest Pocket Parks around

          6  the City, and community-based development projects

          7  and job programs.

          8                 She always like to quote playwright

          9  Thorton Wilder, who wrote in his play The Matchmaker

         10   "Money is like manure, it's not worth a thing

         11  unless you spread it around."

         12                 In 1996, the Landmarks Conservancy

         13  named Brooke Aster a living landmark, stating that,

         14  "A list of the City's monument is incomplete

         15  without her name alongside of it."

         16                 Lastly, I want to note the passing of

         17  another New York institution, The Scooter, Phil

         18  Rizzuto. He also passed away on August 13th at the

         19  age of 89. Born in Brooklyn, he moved to Queens at

         20  age 12, graduated from Richmond Hill High School,

         21  and played his entire 13-year shortstop career,

         22  interrupted with three years for service in World

         23  War II, played all of that for the Yankees. He

         24  played on seven World Championship Teams, five All

         25  Star Teams, and in 1950 was named "The American

                                                            33

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  League MVP." In 1994 he was elected to the Baseball

          3  Hall of Fame. When he first tried out for the

          4  Dodgers, the New York Giants, he was told that 5'6"

          5  was just too small. But most vivid was Dodger

          6  manager Casey Stengall telling him, "Listen, kid,

          7  you better go get a shoeshine box, that's the only

          8  way you're going to make a living." But Phil

          9  persisted and in 1994 batted 307 in his rookie

         10  season for the Yankees. In August 1956 he was

         11  devastated when he was released by the Yankees in

         12  mid-season, but quickly rebounded and moved on over

         13  to the broadcast booth where even after being told

         14  by Howard Cosell "You'll never last, you look like

         15  George Burns and you sound like Groucho Marks,"

         16  Scooter lasted for 40 years. His famous "Holy Cow"

         17  expression was adopted by High School baseball's

         18  coach's suggestion to replace profanity.

         19                 Former Yankee Center Fielder, and now

         20  announcer Bobbie Mercer, who himself is now battling

         21  a very debilitating disease, recalled Phil Rizzuto's

         22  endearing New York personality this way: "Mercer was

         23  very early in his TV career when Rizzuto asked me if

         24  I wanted a cup of coffee. He got up in between

         25  innings to get the coffee and never came back." I
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          2  had never done play-by-play before and there were

          3  three innings left. The next day Phil shows up with

          4  the cup of coffee, and says, 'here's your coffee,

          5  kid.'".

          6                 Phil Scooter Rizzuto, who was

          7  learning of Pope Paul's death, said on the air,

          8  "Well, that kind of puts a damper on even a Yankee

          9  win," was a New Yorker through and through and will

         10  be missed by fans of all teams.

         11                 Before being lured back to broadcast

         12  some games in 1996, Phil abruptly quit broadcasting

         13  Yankee games in 1995 over a despondency and guilt at

         14  staying at Boston to call a game instead of

         15  attending Micky Mantle's funeral in Dallas.

         16  Ironically, he passed away 12 years to the day of

         17  his great fellow team mate friend and Hall of Famer

         18  Micky Mantle.

         19                 These were a long number of

         20  remembrances, sadly we have a few other New Yorkers

         21  to remember and I first want to call on our Majority

         22  Whip Inez Dickens to commemorate two New Yorkers who

         23  we've recently lost, and then Council Member Larry

         24  Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you.
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          2  Thank you, Madam Speaker.

          3                 The cultural world lost two giants in

          4  the last few days, Max Roche, a be-bop, hard-bop,

          5  percussionist drummer and composer, who worked with

          6  many of the great jazz musicians, such as Dizzy

          7  Gillespie, Charlie Parker, Miles Davis, Duke

          8  Ellington, Charles Mingis, Sony Rollins and Clifford

          9  Brown.

         10                 Mr. Roche also led his own groups and

         11  made many numerous musical statements relating to

         12  the Civil Rights movements of the African-Americans.

         13  He is generally considered to be one of the greatest

         14  drummers in the history of jazz.

         15                 We've also lost John Lucciani, who

         16  was born on the Island of Tortola, but raised in St.

         17  Thomas and moved to New York and was greatly

         18  inspired by Nat King Cole. He sought and ultimately

         19  wrote the album Richeda, containing the popular

         20  toons Would You Believe In Me? and Lady Love.  One

         21  of his releases that spanned the years between the

         22  seventies and the nineties, which was the 1982s

         23  Romantico.  A few months after his 17-year-old

         24  daughter Dahlia was killed on Flight 800 --

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Inez, just hold on for
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          2  one second.

          3                 If everybody in the back row could

          4  please step to the front. Let the officers and the

          5  staff take care of it. If everybody would just step

          6  out of the back row, please. Thank you very much.

          7                 We're going to stand in recess, if

          8  the Council members and others would go downstairs

          9  to the lounge and we'll regroup as soon as the woman

         10  has been taken care of.

         11                 So, I'm going to ask folks to please,

         12  no one exit through the back door, though, please?

         13  Just exit through the side doors, please. Thank you

         14  very much. We'll stand in recess. Do not exit

         15  through the back doors. Exit out the side doors,

         16  please.

         17                 (Recess taken.)

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Just as folks return

         19  to their seats, if I could get folks' attention for

         20  just one second? I just want to thank everyone for

         21  their patience. The young woman who fainted is an

         22  intern for the Black Latino and Asian Caucus. It

         23  appears as though it's nothing serious but EMS came

         24  and she has been taken to a hospital to be checked

         25  out, but it appears as though everything is okay. I
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          2  want to thank everybody who helped us take care of

          3  her after she fainted, and if I could now call on

          4  Council Member Seabrook.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: If everybody

          6  could please rise for the moment of silence.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          8  very much, Madam Speaker.

          9                 Today as we have this moment of

         10  silence and all Council members certainly have a

         11  staff person, one who has gone above and beyond the

         12  call of duty for many, many years, and on Sunday

         13  night, the passing of my Director from my Co-Op City

         14  Office, Ms. Terry Screne, passed away. And Terry had

         15  been with me when I was in the State Legislature, as

         16  well, and you could not find a more dedicated

         17  individual who appreciated her job and did her job

         18  very well. And there was never a time that you could

         19  call and anybody would call, she would be there. She

         20  was never, ever late to get to work. Never. And the

         21  only time she was late coming down to 250 Broadway,

         22  she said it wasn't my fault, it was Access-A-Ride's

         23  fault that they didn't get me here on time.

         24                 Well, that was the individual that

         25  Terry Screne did so much, and as she was working on
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          2  her last project, a back to school program for kids

          3  that we were going to give them school supplies, she

          4  called me, I was on vacation, and she called me on

          5  Friday, and said, you know, we have everything, but

          6  you've got to make sure that you get these flyers

          7  printed up, and you've got to call Diana to get all

          8  of these things done, and that's the last that I

          9  heard, she was constantly on the job. I'm certain

         10  that all of you have that type of staff person and

         11  someone who is so dedicated and I was so dependent

         12  on. I never made a doctor's appointment, that she

         13  said, you've got a doctor's appointment and you're

         14  late. You've got a dental appointment and you're

         15  late. You've got to be on time. And that was the

         16  type of person that she was, and she would call and

         17  my wife said, you got all these wives around here,

         18  they just call and boss you, and I say, I just

         19  follow.

         20                 But Terry is certainly going to be

         21  missed. She was loved by so many and her proudest

         22  moment was, the fireman who had passed away in our

         23  district, and she put together the program for all

         24  of the firemen that passed away in the Northeast

         25  Bronx, that she would be the person because her
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          2  husband was a fireman who passed away as well. She

          3  gave a lot to all of us and she will certainly be

          4  missed. And in light of Max Roche, who was a friend

          5  who I knew who had been with us with the Black and

          6  Puerto Rican Caucus, participating, a dedicated

          7  individual that really was my hero, and to have Max

          8  to pass, and certainly John Lucciani who passed

          9  away, and the opportunity to be in his friendship

         10  and to be with him as well, a fantastic individual,

         11  John, who lost is daughter also during 9/11 in the

         12  plane crash that was there, he and Herbie Hancock

         13  lost their daughter there, so John will be truly

         14  missed, so that's a helluva combination going to

         15  Heaven at one time.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

         18  Member Seabrook.

         19                 Thank you, Majority Leader Rivera.

         20  Before we begin the rest of the meeting, I just want

         21  to single out Kenny Freed, who works in our Computer

         22  Services Division. Where is Kenny? Kenny step

         23  forward. Kenny is also a volunteer with the Hotsola

         24  Ambulance Crew and he was very, very helpful in the

         25  situation we just had, he was right on the scene
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          2  right away. I just want to thank you, Kenny, for

          3  being helpful to us in the Council in computers and

          4  in health care. So, thank you very much, Kenny.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          6  very much, Madam Speaker.

          7                 Adoption of the minutes. Council

          8  Member Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Mr. Acting

         10  Public Advocate, I make a motion that the minutes of

         11  the Stated Meeting of June 5th and June 15th, 2007

         12  be adopted as printed.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         14                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 758. Mayor's veto

         16  and disapproval message of Introductory No. 351-A.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Public safety.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         19  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 759. Quarterly

         21  report. Children's Services.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, Ordered,

         23  Printed and Filed.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 760 through M 784 on

         25  page five, base station license applications
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          2  renewals, relocations, and ownership changes.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 785 and 786,

          5  Third-Party Transfer Program, Queens.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

          8  Communications.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

         11  Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 787 through M 790 on

         13  page six.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: These are all coupled

         15  on a Land Use Call-Up vote. And if we could now have

         16  a roll call on the Land Use Call-Ups, please.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Mr. Chair, I

          3  request unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use

          4  Call-Up items and all General Order Calendar items.

          5  I do have something I must prepare for, so I would

          6  appreciate that.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all

         13  and I request unanimous consent to vote on all

         14  coupled General Orders, on which I vote aye.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         11  explain my vote, please?

         12                 I wish to thank the Chairs of the

         13  Zoning and Franchise and Land Use for the work that

         14  they did and the Land Use staff --

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Council Member Sears,

         16  this is just the Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Yes, I vote aye

          6  on all Land Use Call-Ups and ask for unanimous

          7  consent to vote on all coupled General Orders.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Today's Land

         19  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         20  affirmative and zero in the negative.

         21                 Communication from the Speaker.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. We are

         23  voting on a couple of important pieces of

         24  legislation today. One a bill, Intro. 110-A, that

         25  was introduced and shepherded through our Sanitation
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          2  Solid Waste Committee by Staten Island's own Mike

          3  McMahon.

          4                 I want to thank the Chairperson for

          5  this bill. This is an important bill which tries to

          6  deal with the problem of New Yorkers placing garbage

          7  in litter baskets that is actually residential or

          8  business-related garbage. Litter baskets are there

          9  to help us keep our streets clean, they're not

         10  appropriate places for people to put their household

         11  waste or their waste from their offices or their

         12  workplace.

         13                 So, this bill will, among other

         14  things, raise the penalties and fines for

         15  inappropriately dumping garbage in a litter basket.

         16  Right now the Department of Sanitation thinks that

         17  there is as much as 20 percent of the garbage in

         18  liter baskets is garbage from residences or from

         19  businesses, this will significantly help us stop the

         20  terrible overflow we often see on street corners

         21  throughout our City and I want to thank, again,

         22  Chairperson McMahon for this bill.

         23                 We're also voting on a bill, Intro.

         24  570-A that Council Member James has led through our

         25  Contracts Committee. It's a bill that's been
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          2  introduced by the request of the Mayor and we were

          3  happy to receive and pass this bill at the Mayor's

          4  request. It's a common sense piece of legislation

          5  that will now require that when the City pays

          6  contractors payments of $25,000 or more, that that

          7  is done electronically. Certainly makes sense to cut

          8  through some of the red tape, eliminate some of the

          9  paper we're using and do these type of electronic

         10  payments on a regular basis, and I want to call on

         11  the Chair of our Contracts Committee, Council Member

         12  James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you,

         14  Madam Speaker.

         15                 Proposed Intro. No. 570-A amends the

         16  Administrative Code of the City of New York to

         17  require all payments made by the Department of

         18  Finance to contracts to be made by electronic funds

         19  transfer. The bill assures that payments made to

         20  City contractors are made quickly, thereby doing

         21  business with the City of New York more efficient

         22  and more business friendly.

         23                 This bill yields significant savings

         24  for the City in that it no longer has to pay for

         25  costs in relation to the over 800,000 paper checks

                                                            49

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the City issues to pay vendors each year, and the

          3  bill also reduces fraud by eliminating the potential

          4  for check forging.

          5                 This bill would apply to contracts

          6  entered into or after January 1st, 2008 that are

          7  valued at an amount greater than $25,000 and

          8  payments must be made by electric funds transfer,

          9  unless another method has been determined by the

         10  Commissioner of Finance to be appropriate.

         11                 I thank the Mayor of the City of New

         12  York for introducing this bill and the Speaker for

         13  its support and all my colleagues in City Council.

         14  Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. Chairperson

         16  James, is this first bill you've passed as Chair of

         17  the Contracts Committee?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Yes, Ma'am.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Well, congratulations.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I also want to

         22  call, not a legislative but a governmental matter,

         23  on Council Member Gale Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         25  very much. I am here to bring good news for Bruce
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          2  Lai, who has been our Chief of Staff in my office,

          3  and is now going to be Chief of Staff for the

          4  Department of Education's Chief Information

          5  Technology Officer. That means that Bruce Lai will

          6  be in charge of technology for the New York City

          7  Department of Education. He will need broad

          8  shoulders and thick skin, great intelligence, great

          9  capacity to manage and a great personality. He's a

         10  graduate of Williams. He's a graduate of the Kennedy

         11  School at Harvard. He's brilliant. We will miss him

         12  tremendously. He was not only in my office, he was

         13  the Policy Analyst for the Committee on Technology,

         14  before that he was at HRA in their Technology

         15  Department. He will be greatly missed. He is a

         16  friend, and I wish we could all wish him well. Bruce

         17  Lai.

         18                 Thank you very much. And he has been

         19  the 40 interns per semester, he's been in charge.

         20  Mary Penesi, who is an honors college student at

         21  Brickland College is here today, and Scott Seiden

         22  who is a senior year, 18 years old today, Columbia

         23  Grammar. Thank you very much.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

         25  Member Brewer. And that concludes Communication from
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          2  the Speaker.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion of

          4  General Orders.

          5                 Seeing no one, we're going to move on

          6  to Reports of Special Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Reports of

          9  Standing Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         11  Committee on Economic Development.

         12                 Intro. 603-A. Technical corrections

         13  to the Brooklyn Navy Yard, North Brooklyn Empire

         14  Zone.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         16  General Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         18  Committee on Finance.

         19                 Intro. 585. Sunnyside Business

         20  Improvement District.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 529,

         24  and Reso 1009 and LU 530 and Reso 1010.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          4  Committee on Land Use.

          5                 LU 418 and Reso 1011 and LU 419 and

          6  Reso 1012.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 443 and Reso 1013.

         10  UDAAP.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 498 through LU 502

         14  on page eight.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved in

         16  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         17  Commission pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) of the Rules of

         18  the Council and section 197-(d) of the New York City

         19  Charter.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 503 and Reso 1014.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 504 and Reso 1015

         24  through LU 512 and Reso 1020, various UDAAPs.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 513 and Reso 1021

          4  to LU 515 and Reso 1023, unenclosed sidewalk cafe.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 516 and Reso 1024.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 520 and LU 521.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

         12  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         13  Commission, pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) of the Rules

         14  of the Council and Section 197-(d) of the New York

         15  City Charter.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 522 and Reso 1025

         17  to LU 527 and Reso 1027, various ULURPs.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 528 and Reso 1028.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         25                 M 745 and Reso 1029. Approving the
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          2  appointment of Juan Carlos Polanco, Bronx County

          3  Republican Commissioner of Elections.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 791

          7  and Reso 1030. Approving the appointment of

          8  Honorable Gale A. Brewer, New York City Commission

          9  on Public Information and Communication.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         13  1031. Membership change to a certain committee.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         17  Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management.

         18  Intro. 110-A. Fines for dumping household and

         19  commercial refuse into public litter baskets.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         21  General Orders.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General Order

         23  Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 570-A, payments

         25  to City contractors by electronic funds transfer.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          5  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 At this point I ask for a roll call

          9  on all items that have been coupled on the General

         10  Order calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye, and thank

         21  you for your support.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I'd like to

          6  vote aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         13  briefly excused to explain my vote?

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First, I'd

         16  like to take advantage of this opportunity to

         17  introduce five interns who have worked with me

         18  during the summer that are here today, Chantal

         19  Sewel, Morgan Eisen, Daniella Karazaro, Lee Ling Su

         20  and Jennifer Wilcox, and I want to thank them for

         21  the terrific job that they've all done for me.

         22                 Yes, you can applaud, they deserve

         23  it. And for those of you who are interested,

         24  Jennifer who will be leaving to go back to Brooklyn

         25  Law School, and unfortunately will go to work for
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          2  Seri Casera at the same time, has issued a report

          3  for me that I would share with all of you on

          4  Alternatives to Gasoline Combustion Engines.

          5  Something that would do far more to clean the air in

          6  the City of New York than 100 congestion pricing

          7  plans. So, if anyone wants that, please let me know,

          8  I'll be happy to do it.

          9                 On the General Order Calendar, I vote

         10  aye on all with the exception of LU 528 and Reso

         11  1028. I am concerned that the Five-year Capital Plan

         12  for the Department of Education, which it intends to

         13  create 65,000 new seats, and many of us feel doesn't

         14  go far enough in terms of being able to reduce class

         15  size, has only sited 48,000 of those seats, and some

         16  of those seats are in Northern Manhattan. And this

         17  LU takes an abandoned school building and turns it

         18  over to residential use, and I just have a problem

         19  with that, and a problem, because I know that land

         20  is not exactly available in Northern Manhattan for

         21  new school sites. And, so, I think it's a little

         22  hypocritical of us to be talking about reducing

         23  class size, and creating new capacity and then

         24  abandoning a school building.

         25                 So, I vote aye on all, and no on LU
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          2  528 and Reso 1028.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Chair Katz had

         16  asked me to prepare a very lengthy oration to

         17  explain my vote. Thank you, I'll add. But in the

         18  interest of time, I just want to thank the Land Use

         19  Committee for their indulgence and their support on

         20  the Rivington Street Sidewalk Cafe on which we're

         21  voting today. I need to note for the record that the

         22  closure times upon which we have agreed announced at

         23  the Committee hearing early are actual closure times

         24  at which the sidewalk cafe will be shut down and

         25  anyone still there will be asked to relocate to
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          2  indoors or to leave.

          3                 This is I think this is a model

          4  community friendly agreement which respects the

          5  rights of the owners and recognizes the Land Use

          6  provisions of the area impacted, but also recognizes

          7  the imperatives to preserve congestion-free

          8  sidewalks and to protect the peace and quiet of the

          9  residents of the Lower East Side Community. I thank

         10  again the Committee and I vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

          5  all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Permission

          8  to explain my vote?

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I vote aye

         11  on all, and I want to commend the body on Intro.

         12  110-A, the increase of fines for the dumping of

         13  household garbage in our wastebaskets in the street

         14  is a major problem in our communities, and I know

         15  that many of our colleagues, like myself, have

         16  started an initiative of putting new trash cans in

         17  our corners, and I think that this legislation would

         18  address a critical issue in terms of the dumping in

         19  our streets, particularly the household garbage that

         20  attract many of the rats which are a problem in many

         21  of our streets.

         22                 I vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye. I also

          9  would like to thank my intern, Antonia Colon, who

         10  worked with me this summer, and she did an excellent

         11  job and I want to thank her for her work and she's

         12  going back to college, I wish her the best of luck.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         23  And I would like my colleagues to join me in

         24  welcoming Mark Colin to my staff. Mark, would you

         25  please stand up?
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on

         17  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         18  vote of 43 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         19  and zero abstentions. With the exception of Land Use

         20  528 and Resolution 1028, which was adopted by 42 in

         21  the affirmative, one in the negative and zero

         22  abstentions.

         23                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         24  adopted by a vote of 43 in the affirmative, and zero

         25  in the negative.
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          2                 Introduction and Reading of the

          3  Bills.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

          5  to the committees as indicated on the agenda.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion of

          7  resolutions.

          8                 Seeing there are no discussions on

          9  the resolutions, I call for a vote on the

         10  resolutions.

         11                 There are no resolutions for today,

         12  so General Discussion.

         13                 Council Member Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Thank

         15  you. I wanted to urge my colleagues to sign onto

         16  Intro. 613. Just to give some context that July

         17  25th, a retaining wall at a major construction site

         18  on Columbus Avenue between 97th and 100th Streets

         19  collapsed, leading to the evacuation of 288

         20  apartments in an adjacent building, and many of you

         21  may have recalled hearing about this in the news.

         22  One can only imagine the fear and mass confusion

         23  created by this incident, particularly among those

         24  who had to quickly be escorted out of their homes by

         25  City officials out of concern that structural
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          2  integrity of the building had been compromised.

          3                 Many of these residents were elderly.

          4  Luckily, no one was seriously injured or hurt.

          5  Although the final cause has yet to be determined by

          6  the Department of Buildings, it is believed, at

          7  least by me and many others, the multiple explosions

          8  and blastings that occurred continuously on that day

          9  and on preceding days contributed to the collapse of

         10  the retaining wall of a building bordering this

         11  construction site.

         12                 Intro. 613 being introduced today

         13  will undoubtedly improve the safety and security of

         14  residents and community institutions and all those

         15  they serve. By improving agency communication,

         16  delineating a protocol for the permitting and use of

         17  explosives and the creation of a notification system

         18  to alert those in the immediate area days in advance

         19  when and for what period of time the use of

         20  explosives will occur.

         21                 On behalf of my constituents, I want

         22  to extend my thanks and gratitude to Speaker Quinn

         23  for her quick response and unwaivering commitment to

         24  see this legislation drafted, the assistance and

         25  support extended by my office to my constituents and
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          2  to me, the moment you became aware of the accident

          3  at 808 Columbus is greatly appreciated.

          4                 Furthermore, your support of this

          5  legislation sends a clear message that as a Council

          6  we are committed to ensuring the safety of all New

          7  Yorkers by strengthening our existing laws.

          8                 I am sure all of us in this room

          9  believe that the development should never compromise

         10  the safety of any New Yorker, and at a time when

         11  development appears to overrun our neighborhoods and

         12  inconvenience our lives, it is our responsibility as

         13  legislators to ensure that development is as

         14  responsible, safe and accountable as possible.

         15                 This legislation gets us one step

         16  further to that goal, and I ask my colleagues to

         17  sign on. Thank you.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         19  Council Member James.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Today Council

         21  Member Eugene, Council Member Comrie, Council Member

         22  Stewart, myself and other elected officials in the

         23  Borough of Brooklyn came together to announce at

         24  Borough Hall a coordinated relief effort to assist

         25  hurricane affected areas of the Caribbean. The
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          2  massive tornado ravaged many parts of the Caribbean,

          3  including Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic,

          4  Guadelupe, Haiti, Jamaica, Martinque, Mexico and St.

          5  Lucia. Initial estimates put the damage at between

          6  $1.5-$3 billion in United States dollars. Governor

          7  of the State of New York has set aside an armory in

          8  the Borough of Brooklyn and Crown Heights at Bedford

          9  and Union and Montgomery for all coordinated

         10  efforts, and the plan will assist with basic human

         11  needs and supplies to those who need it the most,

         12  and for those individuals in the Caribbean to

         13  rebuild their lives and homes.

         14                 The focal point of the plan is the

         15  designation Caribbean Hurricane Relief Week, which

         16  will run August 27th through Labor Day September

         17  3rd. During this week, an intensive charitable drive

         18  will commence soliciting monetary donations, as well

         19  as other needed goods.

         20                 I want to thank all of my colleagues

         21  who came out today, as well as the Borough President

         22  of the Great Borough of Brooklyn in this coordinated

         23  effort to alleve (sic) the suffering in the

         24  Caribbean region. One does not need to be from the

         25  Caribbean to recognize human suffering, and I urge
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          2  all of my colleagues to join in this effort.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          5  Member Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Acting Public Advocate. I want to call my

          8  colleagues' attention to Intro. 611, 611 being put

          9  forward by myself and Councilman David Weprin. It

         10  has to do with making it unlawful to smoke in a car

         11  while there are minors present in the car. Many of

         12  us know that there are about 300,000 kids in New

         13  York City that have asthma, and a trigger for asthma

         14  would be an exposure to cigarette smoke at early

         15  ages, and if you believe we have to do everything we

         16  can to fight a war on asthma, then perhaps you'll

         17  help us out by coming on as a co-sponsor of this

         18  bill, Intro. 611 being put forward by myself and

         19  Councilman David Weprin. Thank you, Mr. Acting

         20  Public Advocate.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         22  Council Member Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         24  Councilman Rivera.

         25                 About six weeks before PlaNYC came
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          2  out and proposed congestion pricing, I introduced a

          3  resolution here indicating that in my view

          4  congestion pricing shouldn't even be considered, and

          5  I was wrong to do that, because quite frankly, even

          6  though I absolutely oppose congestion pricing, the

          7  proposals raised important questions about traffic

          8  in this City and maybe even more importantly about

          9  clean air in our City. Unfortunately, the Commission

         10  that's just been established to study this question

         11  has made an equally bad blunder.

         12                 This Commission is a sham. It is a

         13  foregone conclusion that this Commission is not

         14  going to consider viable alternatives to congestion

         15  pricing. The members of this Commission have signed,

         16  sealed and delivered Mike Bloomberg's plan, and I

         17  don't believe for one minute that they are going to

         18  consider anything that doesn't include Mike

         19  Bloomberg's plan.

         20                 I want to state for the record that I

         21  think congestion pricing is morally wrong, that you

         22  cannot take the central business district of your

         23  City and decide who can come and who can go by who

         24  can afford it. And I'm going to continue to say

         25  that, and I'm going to continue to look for
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          2  alternatives to congestion pricing. So, I would

          3  invite anyone who would like to send to me, whether

          4  members of this Council, members of the public,

          5  anybody, alternatives to congestion pricing that

          6  will both address congestion in this City and how we

          7  can clean our air. There are far bolder things that

          8  we can do without being economically discriminatory

          9  and causing this to be truly a tale of two cities.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you,

         11  Council Member DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you. I

         13  just want to note three pieces of legislation that

         14  I've introduced today and urge my colleagues to

         15  support them. The first is Intro. 109, which would

         16  prohibit City agencies from using styrofoam products

         17  and also prohibit local private sector restaurants

         18  or food service industry from using styrofoam. I

         19  think everyone here knows that styrofoam is not

         20  biodegradable, is a petroleum-based product, is a

         21  danger to our environment. In fact, what's shocking

         22  is to find out that the City of New York currently

         23  is paying good money to use literally hundreds of

         24  millions styrofoam items each year, which go into

         25  our waste stream and hurt our environment. We need
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          2  to move away from that.

          3                 So, that's Intro. 109. Related is

          4  Reso 996, which calls specifically upon Department

          5  of Education to stop use of styrofoam. I learned

          6  from parents in a school in my own district of the

          7  huge number of styrofoam trays we throw out in our

          8  cafeterias each year. Department of Education

          9  confirmed to be 153 million individual styrofoam

         10  trays we discard each year from our Department of

         11  Education schools in New York City, no one doubts

         12  this is a dangerous substance, and there are other

         13  alternatives that we can move to that are

         14  biodegradable, so we're hoping the DOE will hear our

         15  call on that.

         16                 And lastly, a resolution that I'll be

         17  coming to all of you about in the near future, which

         18  we're introducing today, calling upon the New York

         19  Legislature to pass legislation increasing the

         20  penalty for assaults on registered nurses or

         21  licensed practical nurses. This is unfortunately a

         22  growing problem in our over-taxed health system. I'm

         23  sure Chair Rivera knows this as well, that given the

         24  difficulties and the tensions, sometimes patients

         25  and family members take those tensions out even
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          2  physically on health personnel, and nurses are often

          3  the front line and we need to do more to make clear

          4  how unacceptable that is. So, that resolution would

          5  be very helpful and I'll come to all of you asking

          6  for your support. Thank you.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          8  Member Mealy.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Yes. My

         10  colleagues, I rise today to speak about Intro. 614

         11  that I'm introducing today which will require all

         12  potholes to be repaired within three days of they

         13  being reported to 3-1-1.

         14                 Potholes are a serious safety issue

         15  in our communities, endangering properties,

         16  pedestrians and drivers. They also give rise to

         17  liabilities and lawsuits, and are concrete dilemmas

         18  that our constituents can see every day.

         19                 When repairs drag on for time and

         20  time, constituents become disgusted, often shoving

         21  objects into the potholes, that can make things

         22  worse. Our communities require a quick turn-around

         23  from the time they report a problem to its repairs.

         24  This is a common sense approach that gives a

         25  concrete timetable people can rely on.
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          2                 While I applaud the Mayor's new

          3  initiative to have agents on the street, cataloguing

          4  street defects, but there has been no indication

          5  from his office on how this information will be

          6  used.

          7                 We need to have a defined policy on

          8  the books that provides a timetable for repairs of

          9  the public streets. With this, a concrete plan of

         10  action on the books, our constituents can come to

         11  rely on these timetables, and that our government is

         12  responsible to their concern.

         13                 And I also would like to stand here

         14  and ask my colleagues to look forward to me coming

         15  to you for your support in regards to an issue I'm

         16  having in my community, in which 26 constituents of

         17  mine is being disfranchised (sic) and having their

         18  own cooperative ownership in housing, and I hope HPD

         19  can understand that it is the community right to

         20  come a cooperative owner of their building, as long

         21  as they did what was properly to be done, I feel it

         22  should not be snatched from under them from when the

         23  timetable came for them to become cooperative

         24  owners. And I will be addressing everyone soon.

         25  Thank you.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

          3                 Council Member Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: My colleagues,

          5  I want to bring your attention to three matters.

          6  Clearly, the devastation from the hurricane that has

          7  affected the Caribbean is a cause for people to do

          8  some monetary donations and a charitable drive for

          9  the nations in the Caribbean that have been

         10  affected. And I would please ask you to link up with

         11  those consulates and with Congresswoman Yvette

         12  Clarke and Councilwoman Tish James and myself who

         13  are all going to be doing relief efforts for

         14  Hurricane Dean and to admonish people that this is

         15  not an opportunity for a clothes drive, but it's a

         16  real need to provide real items for the nations and

         17  the Caribbean that have suffered over $3 billion in

         18  losses and counting so far.

         19                 But we also have a crisis right here

         20  in our City. We have an infrastructure that can't

         21  sustain a rain storm of three inches in less than

         22  two hours. We have an infrastructure that shut down

         23  a subway system that can't operate. I have residents

         24  that have been flooded four times this summer with

         25  as high as four feet of water in their basement
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          2  every time we have an intense rain in this City.

          3                 This is a problem with infrastructure

          4  that we need to address. This is a real issue that

          5  our City needs to replan for. Our City has

          6  previously planned for rain storms over a sustained

          7  period of time, as far as hours, and eight-hour

          8  days, not intense rain storms that we're now getting

          9  as a result of global warming where we're getting

         10  flash flood rains of three inches or more within a

         11  two-hour period. And the tornado on August 8th, has

         12  shown us just how perilous our structure,

         13  infrastructure system is in this City, and needs to

         14  be addressed.

         15                 I'm thankful that the Speaker's

         16  recognize this, and we'll be putting together a

         17  series of meetings around our issues of

         18  infrastructure in the fall because we really need to

         19  take a look at this.

         20                 I ran out of time but I wanted to

         21  thank all of my interns. I have seven interns this

         22  year that had been very helpful to me doing planning

         23  and policy and constituent services, and I'll have

         24  to give them a citation, since I'm way over my two

         25  minutes. Thank you.

                                                            75

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          3  very much, Council Member.

          4                 Council Member Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Leader, my

          6  colleagues, our Speaker noted the tragic passing of

          7  the two brave firefighters who perished in the

          8  Deutche Bank building. Having worked on the

          9  aftermath of this tragedy virtually nonstop, I can

         10  tell you that the Lower Manhattan community I

         11  represent remains angry, bewildered and scared as to

         12  how this tragedy could have taken place in what has

         13  got to be the most looked at, regulated abandoned

         14  building in the world. The heart of our community,

         15  along with the heart of our City is broken and we

         16  are devastated by the loss of these two brave sons

         17  of New York. We owe it to their memory, and we owe

         18  it to planning for the future, including the

         19  immediate future, because keep in mind we are just

         20  at the beginning of a tremendous amount of

         21  demolition in Lower Manhattan, the rest of this

         22  building, Fiterman Hall and many smaller buildings,

         23  so we must get to the bottom of the fundamental

         24  questions, why did the standpipe not have water? Why

         25  did it not work? Why was there so much inflammable
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          2  material left about? How did the fire start? And why

          3  was the community not better protected and notified

          4  in the aftermath.

          5                 I want to thank our Speaker. I want

          6  to thank the team, Chuck Meara, Edgar Moya, and the

          7  Central Staff for putting the resources of this

          8  Council at the immediate disposal of the community

          9  in our time once again of need. And I want to thank

         10  Council members, my colleagues, Miguel Martinez and

         11  Erik Dilan, Chairs of the Fire and the Buildings

         12  Committee for pledging their support for working

         13  together at getting these answers along with the

         14  other local officials, Speaker Silver, Congressman

         15  Nadler, Senator Connor. We together, all of us, and

         16  I know all of us as a Council, will insist that we

         17  honor the memories of the two who perished by

         18  answering the questions and making sure never again.

         19  Thank you very much.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         21                 We have Council Member Dilan, then

         22  Council Member Vacca.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Pretty much

         24  what the people of the City of New York are getting

         25  is taxation without representation when it comes to
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          2  the infrastructure problems that my colleague,

          3  Council Member Leroy Comrie spoke about. Not a

          4  single person in this Chamber has the authority to

          5  prevent the water rate hikes that our constituents

          6  that have received over the past several years.

          7  Council Member Comrie knows I, for one, have been

          8  screaming about this problem for a long time, and to

          9  Emily Lloyd's credit, she did pay attention to me. I

         10  won't say that she didn't pay attention. But they

         11  basically said that the homeowners in my district

         12  had substandard plumbing and the City's system was

         13  fine and up-to-date, and it's a shame it's taken a

         14  tornado to hit the City to find out otherwise.

         15                 So, when this body does hold

         16  oversight hearings on the subject, I certainly look

         17  forward to them. And I wanted to speak on another

         18  item that was on the Land Use Calendar today,

         19  regarding the Supportive Housing Loan Program.

         20  Initially this item I was very much opposed to

         21  because essentially what I would get in my district

         22  and what many other people have gotten for their

         23  districts was about 60 SRO-style apartments that

         24  would go to individuals from the homeless system,

         25  and the reason why I was opposed to it is because
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          2  with the amount of children and seniors that we have

          3  in our homeless shelters, clearly SRO-style

          4  apartments would do nothing to take seniors, seniors

          5  or children, specifically children, out of the

          6  homeless shelter system. I agreed to this project in

          7  the end because HPD agreed to create some units that

          8  would be suitable for children, they created some

          9  one-bedroom and two-bedroom apartments. But I

         10  believe this program needs some oversight, and I

         11  bring it up because the Operations Division has

         12  given out a notice that HPD will be doing a tour of

         13  some of these supportive housing programs.

         14                 And to sum up, I think that more can

         15  be done to take seniors and children out of the

         16  homeless shelter system if this program were done a

         17  little bit better, it may lead to less units, but we

         18  actually may get more people out of the system.

         19                 And then additionally I held a

         20  hearing on this subject jointly with Council Member

         21  Arroyo, who is the Chair of the Aging Committee,

         22  regarding assistance to get some of the elderly

         23  population out of peril and to date I have yet to

         24  receive a response from HPD. So, I'm very interested

         25  as the Commissioner continues his tours of these
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          2  programs and as we move forward. Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

          4                 Council Member Vacca.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I'd like to

          6  bring to the attention of my colleagues, Intro. 615.

          7  The impetus for Intro. 615, which I've introduced

          8  revolves around tours of senior centers I've taken

          9  over the past year and a half since coming to the

         10  Council, and in the capacity as Chair of the Senior

         11  Center Subcommittee. Bottom line is that when you

         12  prepare a meal in a senior center, you need a New

         13  York City Department of Health food handler's

         14  license. But as we attempt to increase nutritional

         15  services for senior citizens, many times we have

         16  been able to have sites in New York City separate

         17  from a senior center and senior club or a church or

         18  a hall where seniors meet and don't get a nutritious

         19  meal every day.

         20                 Well, current rules right now

         21  indicate that even when the meals are taken from one

         22  senior center to a satellite or smaller site,

         23  someone at the smaller site must have a food

         24  handler's license. It doesn't make sense because the

         25  meal is being prepared in the senior center in this
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          2  case, and it's being transported to a smaller site,

          3  giving people the nutritional meal and there is no

          4  food preparation taking place. It is going directly

          5  to the individual who gets the meal.

          6                 The same situation is now involving

          7  youth, where you have a free breakfast or free lunch

          8  program and you want to serve a youngster that other

          9  locations, who may not have access to lunch and

         10  breakfast, someone at that site must have a food

         11  handler's license.

         12                 It becomes convoluted and when you're

         13  trying to help non-profits and kids who need a

         14  nutritious meal, it just seems like an unnecessary

         15  requirement.

         16                 So, I hope that you'll consider

         17  signing onto Intro. 615. I think this will go a long

         18  way toward fulfilling one of the basic missions of

         19  the Council, which was or which is under the

         20  Speaker, to get nutrition out there to people who

         21  need it the most. Young people and seniors at every

         22  opportunity should be offered a well-balanced

         23  nutritious meal.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you
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          2  very much, Council member.

          3                 Seeing no other discussions, this

          4  meeting is adjourned.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 3:15 p.m.)
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