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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We have some

          3  ceremonials, the first of which is that today is

          4  Victor, our great City Clerk, former Council

          5  Member's 62nd birthday. So, I want to say happy

          6  birthday to Victor Robles.

          7                 Is Donna DeCostanzo here? All right,

          8  well, for folks who don't know, Donna DeCostanzo,

          9  who has been a terrific lawyer to our Environmental

         10  Protection Committee, is going to be leaving us to

         11  go to the NRDC, and this is her last Stated Meeting,

         12  so maybe we could get her to come over from 250, so

         13  we could all say congratulations.

         14                 And then if I could ask our Finance

         15  Director Mike Keogh to come up. Okay, now, Mike is

         16  going to open this present from the Speaker's

         17  Office. Now, it's a little bit of an inside joke,

         18  but Mike, every time he would come in with news that

         19  I didn't like on the budget, he would say every

         20  single time, "Don't worry about it. It's okay," and

         21  then use this odd phrase, he would say, "It's okay

         22  because I'm going to posit a construct that will fix

         23  it." So, by the end of the budget process, he would

         24  come in the office and we'd say, "Are you here to

         25  posit another (bleeping) construct?" So, that word
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          2  defined FY '08 for all of us in the Speaker's

          3  Office. So, therefore, that is the backdrop and

          4  inside joke to this gift to Mike Keogh, which we

          5  want to stand as a thank you to him, and everyone in

          6  Finance.

          7                 It says "FY '08 Posit The Construct."

          8  So, wear it well into FY '09 and FY '10.

          9                 MR. KEOGH: Thank you so much.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: And now we'll start

         11  the meeting.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Recessed

         13  meeting of June 5th will come to order, please.

         14                 All rise.

         15                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Eugene.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Ignizio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: If I could ask my

         25  colleagues to rise for a moment, please. As we
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          2  prepare to vote on today's budget, we sadly have

          3  another New York member of our Armed Forces to

          4  mourn. Army Sergeant Camel Watt, 21, of East New

          5  York, Brooklyn. He lived on the border of Council

          6  Member Dilan, and Council Member Barron's District.

          7  He died on June 3rd of wounds suffered when an

          8  improvised explosive device detonated near his

          9  vehicle. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 7th

         10  Field Artillery Regiment, based out of Germany.

         11                 At the age of six he emigrated with

         12  his family from Manchester, Jamaica, to the United

         13  States. He graduated from the Automotive High School

         14  in Brooklyn and passed up his college scholarship to

         15  join the military.

         16                 In calls to his family, his brother

         17  recalled, "He'd just say he was delivering food and

         18  stuff to the people because they had nothing." He

         19  said he was just over there helping the Iraqis.

         20                 At the time of his death, Sergeant

         21  Watt was looking forward to finishing his tour of

         22  duty and enrolling in the University of Maine, where

         23  he was accepted two days before his death.

         24                 Sergeant Watt is survived by his

         25  father, Clifton, his mother, Naomi, two sisters and
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          2  three brothers.

          3                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Madam

          5  Public Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

          7  Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 650. Setting forth

          9  the maximum amount of debt and reserves for Capital

         10  projects for Fiscal 2008 and the ensuing three

         11  fiscal years.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, Ordered,

         13  Printed and Filed.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 651. Expense Revenue

         15  Contract Budget. Fiscal Year 2008.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 652. Executive

         18  Capital Budget for Fiscal Year 2008.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 653. Proposed City

         21  Fiscal Year 2008 Community Development Program.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 654. Submitting the

         24  Ten-Year Capital Strategy.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, Ordered,
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          2  Printed and Filed.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 655.

          4  Hudson River Park Act.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal

          6  Legislation.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

          8  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 656. Submitting

         10  proposed 2007 amendment to the 2005-2009 Five-Year

         11  Capital Plan.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 657.

         14  Transfer of City funds between various agencies,

         15  Fiscal Year 2007.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 658.

         18  Appropriate new revenues, Fiscal Year 2007.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         21  and Communications.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         24  Call-Ups.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          3  Communication from the Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: And just before I talk

          5  about the matters we're voting on today, I know that

          6  Donna DeCostanzo has arrived, and we were talking

          7  about you in your absence, but we'll do it again

          8  with you here.

          9                 I think, as everybody knows, but in

         10  particular, Chairperson Gennaro, Donna has been for

         11  quite some time the Counsel to our Environmental

         12  Protection Committee. And she is kind of morphed

         13  into one person, a little like Brangelina, with Dan,

         14  our Environmental leaders in the Council, and Donna

         15  has really done an amazing job for us in the City

         16  Council. I think with Jim and Donna and Dan and Mike

         17  McMahon, we would be hard-pressed to find a local

         18  legislature anywhere in the country that is greener

         19  than we are and pushing the envelope more than we

         20  are. And although we like to think we have all the

         21  ideas, the truth is, a great many of the ideas come

         22  from the staff, and a great, great many of the ideas

         23  we have done on environmental issues have come from

         24  Dan and from Donna. And although we are really,

         25  really, really, really sad to lose Donna, and when I
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          2  heard she was leaving I wanted to kind of throw

          3  myself in front of the bus to stop her, but it's a

          4  really great opportunity for her. She's going to go

          5  work for our partner in the Environmental Movement,

          6  the NRDC.

          7                 I was just telling somebody today

          8  when they said, "You're kidding?" I said, I know but

          9  this is good. This is the kind of a move where Donna

         10  goes from this to this and some days she'll be back

         11  testifying here as the DEP Commissioner.

         12                 So, I want to thank you on behalf of

         13  all of us, and more importantly, on behalf of future

         14  generations, in all sincerity, for everything you've

         15  done to protect our City and really for everything

         16  you've done to make it clear to people that being an

         17  urban resident, being a New Yorker, doesn't mean you

         18  can't be an environmentalist and that there really

         19  is a true thing as an urban environmentalist, and

         20  you are our role model for that. So, thank you so

         21  much, and we wish you the best of luck.

         22                 And everybody is going to have to be

         23  really nice to Dan. And I want to call quickly on

         24  our Environmental Protection Chair, Jim Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Speaker. It's very, very traumatic losing

          3  Donna. The Speaker wanted to throw herself in front

          4  of a bus, I want to throw myself in front of a

          5  train. But our loss is the gain of the NRDC. We wish

          6  Donna nothing but the best. She's absolutely

          7  terrific. She's been a real, real pleasure to work

          8  with. Saying that she's a pleasure to work with

          9  doesn't really do justice to what it's really like

         10  to work with her. And on behalf of everyone on the

         11  Committee, anyone who has ever testified before the

         12  Committee, we're very, very sad that she's leaving.

         13  We're very, very happy that you're going to continue

         14  to do such wonderful things. So, thank you. God

         15  bless you and stay close, okay? Thank you. Thank

         16  you, Donna.

         17                 How about a big round of applause for

         18  Donna? One more. One more. Thank you. And Dan, don't

         19  get any ideas, okay? We love you here, okay? Okay.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. I want to

         21  thank everybody for their indulgence in that matter.

         22  But this is Donna's last Stated Meeting. Her party

         23  is next week, so see Barbara for the date.

         24                 Today we're voting on a number of

         25  very important things, one of which is the budget,
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          2  which we'll get to in a minute. But the other thing

          3  we're voting on today, which relates to Donna and

          4  Chairperson Gennaro, is the siting of a school in

          5  Chairperson Gennaro's district, the Gateway School.

          6                 You remember that this matter was

          7  scheduled to have been voted on last week, but we

          8  had it withdrawn to be refiled to vote on for

          9  today's meeting. And in a way, this is a little bit

         10  of "Deja vu all over again" in a good way, as it

         11  relates to the example that was set by Council

         12  Member Arroyo around the school siting in her

         13  district.

         14                 There were some concerns about this

         15  school siting, concerns from a neighborhood

         16  perspective as it related to parking and congestion,

         17  some concerns as it related to what the level of

         18  clean-up would be on the site to make sure that this

         19  school, when it built, was a school that was really

         20  safe for kids. But of course, there was also a

         21  desire, particularly in the Borough of Queens, which

         22  is incredibly overcrowded, to make sure we added new

         23  school seats that are desperately needed. And I'm

         24  very happy to report that the week's time we took,

         25  we used that to find further compromise, and to come
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          2  up with a position which is supported by Chairperson

          3  Gennaro and now by the Local Community Board, who

          4  had originally stood in opposition. And I think this

          5  is a great example of what can happen when the

          6  Council member, the Speaker's Office, the Mayor's

          7  Office and the Local Community Board work together.

          8                 I want to congratulate Chairperson

          9  Gennaro on this. I also really want to thank the

         10  Chair of our Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz, also

         11  the Chair of our Siting Committee, Jessica Lappin.

         12  Both Jessica and Melinda worked very, very hard on

         13  this matter with Jim, worked very hard to make sure

         14  the community's needs and the environmental issues

         15  were addressed in a very, very specific way.

         16                 I also want to thank Gale Benjamin

         17  and the rest of our Land Use staff. I in particular

         18  want to thank my Chief of Staff, Chuck Meara, who

         19  has now developed a specialty he wished he never

         20  had, which is siting schools that have environmental

         21  challenges. And once you do it once, you're going to

         22  have to do it for the rest of your life in

         23  government.

         24                 And I, finally, before calling on

         25  Chairperson Gennaro, also want to thank Haeda
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          2  Mihaltses and Deputy Mayor Dennis Walcott, who

          3  worked very hard to make sure that we were able to

          4  re-site this school in a responsible and

          5  environmentally appropriate way. But I want to call

          6  on Chairperson Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          8  Madam Speaker.

          9                 I really want to thank you in a very

         10  special way, Madam Speaker, because when we, last

         11  week or two weeks ago when we were faced with this

         12  and we had no support from the community, we had no

         13  local official who was in support, we knew that the

         14  items that separated us were resolvable, but we

         15  weren't ready to go forward, and in the last couple

         16  of weeks we've reached a position where the entire

         17  community board voted in favor of this. Every single

         18  person, all of the elected officials are on board,

         19  and the people who have been very concerned about

         20  this school, who have been leading protests about

         21  this in the neighborhood, came in yesterday to this

         22  body and signed up and testified in support of this

         23  school. It's like a Frank Kapper movie, so all of

         24  our siting should end up this well. So, I just want

         25  to thank you again, in a special way, Madam Speaker.
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          2  And as you mentioned, Council Member Katz, Council

          3  Member Lappin, who were absolutely terrific. Council

          4  Member Comrie and Weprin kept checking in with me

          5  all the time, too, making sure that we were doing

          6  okay and giving us their support. Chuck Meara, as

          7  the Speaker had said, was very, very helpful, helped

          8  to calm me down on many occasions. Thank you, Chuck.

          9  You're getting very good at that. Gail Benjamin from

         10  the Land Use Division, all the Land Use staff, all

         11  my colleagues on the Council, we did kind of shut

         12  down the Council the other day, but we did it for a

         13  good cause and we came to this great place where we

         14  are today. So, notwithstanding the fact that we all

         15  had to wait around, we're here in a much, much

         16  better place, and the folks from the community to

         17  numerous dimension, but they're all absolutely

         18  wonderful. And I want to thank also, as the Speaker

         19  did, the Mayor's people going up to Mayor Bloomberg

         20  who, on the day last week signed off on having this,

         21  and Deputy Mayor Walcott, Sharon Greenberger,

         22  Lorraine Grillo, Kendrick Ou, Russ Holden, Erin

         23  Stevens, Haeda, everyone that worked so well with us

         24  to make sure that we could come to a point where

         25  this wonderful school will be sited, where it will
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          2  be welcome, and where it will provide a great

          3  opportunity for kids who we want to learn about the

          4  health sciences.

          5                 So, thank you, once again, Madam

          6  Speaker. And thank all of my colleagues for seeing

          7  us through on this.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

          9                 We are also voting today on a number

         10  of Home Rule Messages, and other SLRs, relating to

         11  matters in the budget and actions that we're urging

         12  the State Legislature to take.

         13                 One in particular I want to note, and

         14  I want to thank my colleagues for their support on

         15  this, is the siting of a part of the Solid Waste

         16  Management Plan in my district, on the Gansevoort

         17  Peninsula. I think it's important that we have a

         18  recycling MTS there, to make sure that the garbage

         19  plan that we passed last summer goes into place.

         20  It's a plan that's fair, finally, for all five

         21  boroughs. It's a plan that makes sure no borough,

         22  whether it's Staten Island or the Bronx or Brooklyn

         23  or anywhere else, has to bear the burden of every

         24  borough's garbage. And I thank you in joining with

         25  me in sending this message to the State Legislature.
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          2                 The bad news is that we may have

          3  other -- the good news is we're voting on the budget

          4  earlier this year. The bad news is we might have

          5  additional Home Rules and Messages we need to send

          6  to Albany next week. So, I just might want to let my

          7  colleagues know, there may be the need for an

          8  additional Stated Council Meeting next week if the

          9  need for additional Home Rule Messages arise

         10  relating to matters in Albany, since next week is

         11  the end of their session.

         12                 So, we'll try and give folks as much

         13  notice as we possibly can on that, but just wanted

         14  to give everybody a heads-up on that. So, this

         15  meeting will stand in recess at the end of today,

         16  not in adjournment.

         17                 Now, that said, as we all know, we

         18  are voting on today's budget. And I just want to say

         19  a couple of things about the budget before I say

         20  some thank yous and then call on our Finance Chair.

         21                 This is a budget we all should be

         22  extraordinarily proud of. It's a budget that

         23  recognizes there is a surplus in the City right now,

         24  but also recognizes that as we've said before, a

         25  surplus that you have today, as we sadly have seen,

                                                            22

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  can be gone tomorrow.

          3                 We are a City that's lucky to have

          4  extra money in our budget right now. We're a City

          5  whose budget is not diversified, a budget that's

          6  driven largely, almost exclusively, by the actions

          7  of two industries, Wall Street and the Real Estate

          8  industry. An industry, Wall Street, where we don't

          9  have much power to stimulate it, if it takes a turn

         10  for the worse. This puts an obligation on us to act

         11  as prudently and responsibly as we possibly can. And

         12  as I said the night we did the hand shake on the

         13  budget, other Mayors, other City Councils at other

         14  times might have sought to spend our entire surplus.

         15  We didn't do that. We made a payment of over $2

         16  billion to pay down future debt. We made another

         17  payment into our Health Care Trust Fund, to begin to

         18  pay the bill that we owe our City workers in making

         19  sure that they have the health care coverage they

         20  deserve when they are retired.

         21                 But in addition to planning for the

         22  future and acting in a fiscally prudent way, a way

         23  that embraces the posture as a steward of the

         24  taxpayers' dollars, we also recognize the

         25  contribution that taxpayers have made to bringing us
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          2  to this day where we have the surplus, and we began

          3  the process of rolling back the property tax

          4  increase we were forced to do after September 11th.

          5                 The Mayor took a step in his State of

          6  the City where he proposed a five percent property

          7  tax reduction, and we, and the Mayor, recognizing

          8  extra revenues, were able to take that further, to a

          9  seven percent rate reduction, coupled with the way

         10  we did the Cap Bill this year, which we owe Nadine a

         11  great deal of thanks for, that, coupled together in

         12  addition with the $400 rebate, will create a

         13  situation for the first time in a long time, even in

         14  other years where we had not raised property taxes

         15  people saw the actual bill they pay go up, which is

         16  actually what somebody cares about, what the bill

         17  they pay is, this year we have taken great,

         18  thoughtful and strategic steps to make sure that New

         19  Yorkers' property tax bills do not go up. It's a way

         20  to start paying people back the help that they had

         21  given us after September 11th.

         22                 Now, we had hoped we would also be

         23  able to do that in another form. Through the

         24  Renters' Tax Credit. We weren't able to achieve that

         25  this year. But sometimes it takes more than a year.
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          2  Last year we proposed cuts to small businesses, cuts

          3  to the taxes small businesses pay. We proposed a cut

          4  to the Unincorporated Business Tax, we proposed a

          5  cut to S Corporation taxes. That didn't happen last

          6  year. But we weren't daunted. We knew it was the

          7  right thing to do to fight for small businesses,

          8  just like we know fighting for renters' tax credit

          9  is the right thing to do. And the good news is, we

         10  spent that year well, we gained the Mayor's support.

         11  The budget you vote on today will reduce the taxes

         12  of small businesses by close to $30 million through

         13  changes in the Unincorporated Business Tax Credit.

         14                 And we'll continue to fight in the

         15  week we have left to move Albany to eliminate the

         16  double taxation that S Corporations and small

         17  businesses structured as S Corporations feel, which

         18  could bring over $80 million more in tax reliefs to

         19  small businesses in this City. We will follow that

         20  model with the renters' tax credit and we will

         21  continue the fight to make sure that renters get the

         22  relief that they deserve, as well.

         23                 Now, in addition to acting prudently,

         24  in addition to starting to pay our debt back to

         25  taxpayers, we also took important steps in this

                                                            25

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  budget to make sure City services are at the level

          3  they should be. We continued our campaign to bring

          4  more full-time pre-kindergarten to the City of New

          5  York. We continued our campaign to end hunger in the

          6  City of New York. We continued and expanded our

          7  efforts to serve people with HIV and AIDS in this

          8  City, and the other health issues which we battle,

          9  like obesity and diabetes. But perhaps most

         10  significantly, we did something I think remarkable

         11  in this year's budget: we had original talked about

         12  in the Council's budget response phasing in the

         13  sixth day of library services over the three years,

         14  but instead, working with the Mayor, we want a bit

         15  further this year. We're not going to phase six-day

         16  library service in over three years. We're going to

         17  go back to six-day library service immediately. Come

         18  the beginning of the fiscal year, come the first

         19  Saturday in July, you should go to the branches in

         20  your district because they will be open, and New

         21  Yorkers will be there in libraries, getting books,

         22  using computers, learning what they need to learn,

         23  using those libraries, as what we know they have

         24  become - important community centers.

         25                 So, I want to thank everyone in the
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          2  Council who helped get us to this point today,

          3  earlier than we've been since 2001. I think this is

          4  a budget we should all be incredibly, incredibly

          5  proud of.

          6                 I, in particular, want to thank the

          7  members of my leadership team. I want to thank our

          8  Majority Leader Joel Rivera; our Whip, Inez Dickens,

          9  who keeps us in line, and that ain't easy; our

         10  Deputy Majority Leader Leroy Comrie; our Assistant

         11  Majority Leaders Bill DeBlasio and Lew Fidler; and

         12  of course, our Finance Chair David Weprin.

         13                 I also want to thank every member of

         14  the budget negotiating team. We all came out of the

         15  room alive, which in and of itself would be an

         16  accomplishment, but I think we all came out, not

         17  just alive, but even more united as a budget

         18  negotiating team.

         19                 Of course, we all know that we're

         20  only able to get things like this done because of

         21  the help of the really great staff we have. I want

         22  to start by thanking the staff in the Speaker's

         23  Office, my Chief of Staff Chuck Meara; my First

         24  Deputy Chief of Staff Ramon Martinez. Is Ramon even

         25  in the room? This is the time when Ramon usually
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          2  hides, when he's getting thanked. He's out there

          3  taking money away from somebody, I'm sure. Ramon,

          4  you missed your thank you.

          5                 I also want to thank Barbara and

          6  Maggie in our office, and all of the other staff in

          7  the office who take care of everything for

          8  everybody. Phyllis and Anna and Crystal do a great

          9  job, but Maggie and Barbara were here at least three

         10  nights this week way past, back into the double

         11  digits of the hour, so I thank them very much.

         12                 I also want to thank Samara and the

         13  folks who work with her who have done scheduling,

         14  rescheduling and unscheduling for all of us. I want

         15  to thank Samara and Danielle and Matt, and their

         16  intern Scott, who probably never thought there was

         17  so much phone calling that was involved in

         18  government, but thank you for keeping us on

         19  schedule.

         20                 I also want to thank our Finance

         21  team. We are really blessed with I think the

         22  greatest Finance staff any municipal legislature

         23  could possibly have. I want to thank all of them, in

         24  particular the ones we don't see a lot who stay over

         25  at 250 Broadway doing all the technical work.
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          2  They're really enormously helpful. I, in particular,

          3  want to thank the man with the tee-shirt, Mike

          4  Keogh, for positing all those constructs, and truth

          5  be told, Mike is the one who saw the possibility for

          6  six-day service in one year, and encouraged all of

          7  us to grab it and run with it. So, thank you very,

          8  very much, Mike, for a second great budget.

          9                 I want to thank Staci Emanuel, who

         10  knows where everything is in the budget, whenever

         11  you ask her. I don't know where Staci is.

         12                 I want to thank Pablo and his whole

         13  revenue team, where they have taught us more than

         14  they ever would have thought they would have to

         15  teach elected officials about the economy and

         16  revenue, but thank you guys very much.

         17                 I want to thank our Finance

         18  Nutritionist and Capital Deputy Director, Jeff

         19  Rodus, for all of his work and his love of all of

         20  our cultural institutions. I want to thank Andy

         21  Grossman and Veronica McNeil and Jonathan Rosenberg,

         22  and Nadine Felton, and Ray Majeski and Latanya

         23  McKinney, and Anne Brown and Scott Crowley, and the

         24  entire Division for being really great, great staff,

         25  thoughtful, and these folks are, in the best sense
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          2  of the word, true public servants, and we are lucky

          3  to have them. And on behalf of all of us in the

          4  Council, and behalf of the Finance Division, I also

          5  want to thank OMB and Deputy Mayor Schueller and

          6  Mark Page and everyone who worked on it. But I just

          7  want to end by asking my colleagues if they wouldn't

          8  mind standing on their feet and giving a standing

          9  ovation to our Finance staff.

         10                 Thank you. And now I want to call on

         11  our Finance Chair David Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         13  Speaker Christine Quinn, for your outstanding

         14  leadership throughout this entire budget process,

         15  and I think you deserve a round of applause.

         16                 I would also like to thank our

         17  Director of the Finance Division, Mike Keogh, and

         18  our incredible Finance Division staff. I'm not going

         19  to go through the names again, as the Speaker did,

         20  but I also want to thank my colleagues on the Budget

         21  Negotiating Team for all their hard work.

         22                 I was actually expecting to make this

         23  speech a few weeks from now, but thanks to all of

         24  you, we can all enjoy a few less hours crunching

         25  numbers and a few extra nights and weekends with our
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          2  families.

          3                 Throughout this year's budget the

          4  Council was able to meet both the current and future

          5  needs of New Yorkers. With innovative, long-term

          6  planning and fiscal responsibility, this year's

          7  budget will enhance many City services while

          8  reducing the burden on homeowners. While reducing

          9  long-term debt in Fiscal Year 2009 and 2010, this

         10  budget will address future outyear budget gaps. The

         11  seven percent across-the-board property tax cut, as

         12  the Speaker mentioned, will ensure that people's tax

         13  bills will not be higher than the year, and coupled

         14  with the $400 rebate, residents will see a

         15  significant net increase from last year's bills.

         16                 We have also made great strides in

         17  ending the annual budget dance by securing more

         18  consistent funding for many key programs and

         19  services.

         20                 This year we have added three more

         21  vital areas to the list of baselined items, as well

         22  as guaranteeing a minimum of six-day-a-week library

         23  service in all of the more than 200 branches

         24  Citywide.

         25                 The elimination of sales tax on
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          2  clothing and shoes is another important victory of

          3  this year's budget, and one that I am confident will

          4  mean huge benefits for both consumers and small

          5  businesses.

          6                 Aside from the cuts to property

          7  taxes, this budget provides an increase in support

          8  services that include additional funding for the

          9  Health Care Trust Fund, which will allow CUNY --

         10  this budget also provides funds which will allow

         11  CUNY to retain full-time faculty, and hire more

         12  professors, expand the Immigrant Opportunity

         13  Initiative, deal with a new Drop-out and Obesity

         14  Prevention Initiative, increase Citywide legal

         15  services and funding to better the quality of lives

         16  for autistic children and their families.

         17                 Even with all these victories to be

         18  proud of, perhaps the most significant victory of

         19  this budget was the way which Speaker Quinn was able

         20  to reform the budget process.

         21                 Under her leadership, this budget has

         22  become more responsive and responsible to a wider

         23  range of New Yorkers than in any year passed. And I

         24  know this is my sixth year as Finance Chair.

         25                 We have expanded our process to
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          2  include year-round budget meetings, allowing for

          3  better long-term planning, and we hosted community

          4  conversations in neighborhoods in all five boroughs

          5  to give every day New Yorkers a chance to tell us

          6  what their communities needed.

          7                 This was the first time that we

          8  brought the budget to the people, and I believe it

          9  was an overwhelming success, making sure that New

         10  Yorkers' priorities were our priorities.

         11                 Working with the Administration, we

         12  have increased transparency in the ways New York

         13  City spends your dollars. Starting this year, in an

         14  effort to further increase transparency, Council

         15  members will have their names attached to any items

         16  they fund, making this one of the most open budgets

         17  in the entire nation.

         18                 This budget shows, once again, that

         19  this Council, under your leadership, Madam Speaker,

         20  can come together for the benefit of all New

         21  Yorkers.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: And that concludes

         24  Communication from the Speaker.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion
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          2  of General Orders.

          3                 Council Member Gerson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes, Madam

          5  Public Advocate, with sincere appreciation and

          6  gratitude to our Speaker, and to each of the persons

          7  named by the Speaker, and to all of my colleagues, I

          8  need to ask permission of all of my colleagues at

          9  this time to vote aye on all matters before us

         10  today.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you. I

         13  vote aye on all. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, permit me to state the obvious. This is a

         18  great day for libraries. A great day for the

         19  proposition that government can do good and in doing

         20  good it can help many, many people.

         21                 With this budget, as we create the

         22  funding for six-day service in every library, in

         23  every community, in every borough of New York City

         24  beginning July 1st, we in this body, in agreement

         25  with the Mayor, will open up new avenues of hope,
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          2  opportunity and the sheer pleasure of learning to

          3  more and more New Yorkers.

          4                 As Chair of the Subcommittee on

          5  Libraries, I have toured many of the libraries in

          6  all three systems, and what I found in every

          7  community, even during my visits in the middle of

          8  the summer, were libraries filled with people of all

          9  generations using every resource provided them.

         10  Indeed, many of those libraries had people lined up,

         11  waiting to check out material or use the facility in

         12  some way. And every person I spoke with had the same

         13  message: keep libraries open longer. With over 200

         14  branches throughout the five boroughs, including new

         15  branches that have opened in Cambria Heights, in

         16  SoHo, and even just today, a new opening in Long

         17  Island City, providing six-day service is a daunting

         18  task, and, so, in making it a reality, I

         19  congratulate and thank Speaker Christine Quinn for

         20  her vision, her advocacy, her steadfastness in

         21  making sure it happened in one year and not three

         22  years, and for her staff in staying the course. And

         23  kudos and thanks, too, to Cultural Chair Domenic

         24  Recchia, Jr., who never gave up fighting to make

         25  sure this day happened.
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          2                 With the cooperation and agreement

          3  with the Mayor, Speaker Quinn, Chairman Recchia, and

          4  every one of us today can stand tall, as we now are

          5  comparable in the number of hours of service with

          6  library systems in other large American cities.

          7  That's the first time since 9/11 that we have been

          8  in such company. And the funding today also means

          9  more jobs, newer books and more resources for all

         10  libraries in the five boroughs.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         12  Council Member.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I appreciate

         14  that. And let me just say, see you in the libraries.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Chair.

         19                 Let me say to my colleagues today,

         20  while there are some great strides that are made in

         21  this budget to end the budget dance, and while in

         22  fact in fact the libraries, the culturals, some good

         23  things happened, but honesty compels me to say when

         24  we live in a City that has the fourth largest budget

         25  in the nation, only the national budget of 2.7
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          2  trillion and the State budget of California, and the

          3  State budget of New York State are the only three

          4  budgets larger than the budget in New York City.

          5  Fifty-nine billion dollars, and over the last three

          6  or four years we have 40 to 50 billion dollars, the

          7  South Bronx shouldn't have 42 percent poverty.

          8  Harlem shouldn't have 31 percent poverty. Central

          9  Brooklyn shouldn't have 29, 30 percent poverty. We

         10  shouldn't be carrying stickies around to try to

         11  compete with each other to keep valuable programs

         12  when we have a surplus. We have to end the budget

         13  dance immediately, not gradually. And I think it's

         14  time for us to say Hepatitis C is a serious problem,

         15  HIV-AIDS is a serious problem, and in the last three

         16  or four years, if Bruce Ratner can get $205 million

         17  and George Steinbrenner can get 105 to 108 million

         18  dollars, certainly they don't need this money.

         19  Ratner's money will go as high as 2 billion. We have

         20  to let more of that money trickle down to the

         21  neighborhoods that are in the greatest of needs,

         22  particularly communities of color.

         23                 So, while we've made great strides,

         24  and I think we went in the right direction in some

         25  areas, we are not there yet. We have to have the
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          2  money trickle down to the hood. Thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair.

          7                 First I'd like to thank the Speaker,

          8  the leadership and everyone, for making sure that

          9  we're not having this vote at midnight. I think that

         10  pizza doesn't taste the same at midnight as it does

         11  at 1:00 in the afternoon.

         12                 So, I want to say thank you to all

         13  the Finance staff, the Central staff, the budget

         14  negotiation team, the leadership team, for bringing

         15  us to this place.

         16                 Some of you might remember and recall

         17  that last year I introduced a bill calling for much

         18  greater transparency to the budgetary process, and

         19  though we are not exactly where that bill would have

         20  brought us to, I do have to acknowledge that we have

         21  taken important strides towards that, and I have to

         22  recognize the leadership of this moving in that

         23  direction.

         24                 I also want to thank all my

         25  colleagues for working together tirelessly to
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          2  support important initiatives, particularly the

          3  Autism Initiative, which is extremely important for

          4  thousands and thousands of families here in the City

          5  of New York. I would like to thank my colleagues for

          6  supporting, and obviously, for the first time in the

          7  history of the City Council, a Veterans Initiative

          8  to provide services for our returning vets. I would

          9  like to say thank you to you all, and I look forward

         10  to working with you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 Obviously, after a long and grueling

         16  process, a lot of us would love to get back to our

         17  districts, get back to our families, but I did want

         18  to take a moment to say that I thought this was an

         19  extraordinary process this year. Everyone should be

         20  very proud of how this budget was handled. We owe a

         21  great debt to the staff and to each other as

         22  members, and obviously, to the Speaker for her

         23  leadership. I think the Speaker over the last few

         24  years has helped us to approach the budget in a more

         25  open fashion, and I have to tell you, the Budget
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          2  Negotiating Team, which I have the honor of serving

          3  on, really approached that challenge I think in an

          4  extremely positive way this year, and the thing that

          5  struck me was, we have so many restorations and so

          6  many new initiatives that talk about the needs of

          7  the most vulnerable New Yorkers. These are not

          8  initiatives or restorations that have huge and

          9  powerful political constituencies, and lots of big

         10  donors behind them. There are the areas where we

         11  need to do more work, they're the areas where

         12  government isn't doing enough, they're the places in

         13  the budget where people were not being served who

         14  really were in profound need. And I was struck at

         15  how the Budget Negotiating Team time and time again

         16  prioritized the areas of greatest need. And I think

         17  that says something very powerful about this Council

         18  and about the virtue of a more open process.

         19                 I think some people would have said

         20  in the beginning that a lot of the things that got

         21  funded over the years more quietly would go by the

         22  wayside when political considerations came into

         23  play, but it was quite the opposite. When people

         24  were given an open opportunity, the members of the

         25  Budget Negotiating Team responded focusing on the
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          2  most vulnerable New Yorkers time and time again. So

          3  I think everyone should be very proud of that

          4  achievement. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Recchia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I want to

          8  stand up and rise, and I just have to say a few

          9  words about the new process in the Cultural Affairs'

         10  budget. It's a process that I had no idea, I don't

         11  think the Speaker realized, how much work is going

         12  into this. And I have to stand up and rise, first of

         13  all, to thank the staff. First, to start off with

         14  the Finance staff. I want to thank Mike Keogh, Scott

         15  Crowley, and of course, Jake Herring, for always

         16  being there, in working with us in this process.

         17                 I also have to thank Jeff Rodus for

         18  his outstanding information, always there. But also,

         19  the Cultural Affairs' staff, Josh Nachowitz, Mari de

         20  Pedro, Danielle Picaro and Karen Becker.

         21                 This great day for the libraries --

         22  let's give a round of applause for the staff,

         23  because as we are here doing this, the staff is

         24  working on panels, because we have to keep them

         25  going. The final decisions will be made in another

                                                            41

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  week, and we will have all of the information. For

          3  those of you who think that groups were left out,

          4  because their names are not in the book, we'll have

          5  those results shortly, about another week to a week

          6  and a half. I just want to thank the staff and I

          7  want to thank my colleague, Vinnie Gentile, for the

          8  six-day libraries and working with me in getting

          9  that passed.

         10                 And, of course, in the Department of

         11  Cultural Affairs, Commissioner Kate Levin, Deputy

         12  Mayor Patty Harris, Tim Thayer and Jamie, thank you

         13  very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you. And

         17  before I make a comment on the budget, I just want

         18  to call everyone's attention to preconsidered SLR

         19  76, which deals with common driveways. And many of

         20  us have had problems with issues relating to common

         21  driveways in our neighborhoods. It is on today's

         22  agenda, I urge a yes vote, and I want to thank

         23  Chairwoman Baez for moving it so expeditiously when

         24  Albany indicated they might actually move to pass

         25  the bill.
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          2                 As to the budget, I want to start by

          3  thanking Herb Berman for leaving us Jeff Rodus, and

          4  I want to thank, of course, the entire Finance

          5  staff, Mike Keogh, Scott Crowley, Staci Emanuel. Of

          6  course, Chuck and Ramon.

          7                 But I also want to thank the Speaker.

          8  When I talked to my colleagues who work up in

          9  Albany, they are amazed how democratic our process

         10  is. It is another world. And I think we have proven

         11  that the democratic process can leave a fabulous

         12  result. And the two results that I want to call

         13  attention to are, you know, one, everyone has been

         14  talking about the tax cut. It is a promise that many

         15  of us made in 2002, that we would roll that tax rate

         16  back and it's a promise that we kept.

         17                 The other is something that I have

         18  commented on 100 times on this floor and I get kind

         19  of emotional about it: it is the children who sleep

         20  on the streets of the City of New York without a

         21  shelter bed. They have no lobbyists. They have no

         22  one who comes around. And, yet, this Council has

         23  managed not only to restore $2.6 million of funding

         24  for shelter beds, but add $2 million to it. And I

         25  just want to thank every one of you for that.
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          2                 We have a long way to go, but it is

          3  something that really, really changes people's

          4  lives. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Martinez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          8  Madam Chair.

          9                 I want to speak and congratulate, as

         10  the Speaker did, staff for the phenomenal work that

         11  they did. But particularly, I want to highlight in

         12  this budget the work that we did in ensuring the

         13  funding for Legal Services for all New Yorkers in

         14  the City of New York.

         15                 As many of my colleagues could

         16  appreciate, and I want to thank the members of the

         17  budget negotiation for understanding the need for

         18  these critical services, in ensuring that we bring

         19  Legal Services, particularly Legal Aid in the

         20  Criminal Defense Division to par to deal with the

         21  increasing caseloads throughout the City of New

         22  York. But particularly, we did a phenomenal job in

         23  ensuring that we also increase the funding for the

         24  civil legal services also throughout the City of New

         25  York, and this budget really reflects the true needs
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          2  of all New Yorkers, particularly those New Yorkers

          3  that are suffering and may sometimes end up in

          4  court. Either it's criminal, housing, civil, this

          5  budget addresses the need to ensure that all New

          6  York, when they walk into a City court, they will

          7  have legal representation. I want to thank

          8  particularly Andy for the work that he did in

          9  ensuring that we got the right formula to ensure

         10  that we got the funding for all our Legal Services.

         11                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         15  certainly want to thank the staff, the Speaker,

         16  Council Member Recchia, because I have so many

         17  culturals, but particularly Dan Garodnick, Co-chair

         18  of Manhattan and the entire Manhattan Delegation. I

         19  know each delegation has its own method of

         20  operating. We had four or five days, led by Andrew

         21  Sullivan and Shula Warren of the staff, of hearings

         22  with the non-profits. I think that means a great

         23  deal to those community groups, and because they

         24  begin to see how the budget operates, and we, in

         25  turn, spend the time explaining it.
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          2                 So, in the end, I think you end up

          3  with better members of the Budget Negotiating Team,

          4  and in the end with a better budget. So, I'm here to

          5  thank everyone, but in particular, the members of

          6  the Manhattan Delegation. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          8  nobody else, we will move on.

          9                 Report of Special Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay,

         12  Council Member Jackson. Excuse us.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         14  Madam Chair. I didn't want to let this opportunity

         15  to go by to say as the Chair of the Education

         16  Committee, as you know, I've been fighting to ensure

         17  that our children, not only receive an adequate

         18  education, but an excellent education, and in order

         19  to receive that excellent education, it takes a lot

         20  of resources and a lot of people involved.

         21                 And let me just say that I, as the

         22  Chair of the Education, put forward several

         23  initiatives. One, Teachers' Choice, where teachers

         24  have the opportunity to buy goods and equipment that

         25  they need in the school in order to do their jobs
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          2  well. And I'm happy to say that that was funded this

          3  year.

          4                 Number two, drop-out prevention

          5  intervention. New York City students are dropping

          6  out in record numbers, and this year we put forward

          7  an initiative, and I'm glad to say that $5.63

          8  million was allocated to community groups to work on

          9  increasing the graduation rate and decreasing the

         10  drop-out rate.

         11                 And number three, the new Century

         12  schools, which are 39 schools that are

         13  partnershipped with community-based organizations,

         14  they will have the money to continue that

         15  partnership in order to continue to have a

         16  graduation rate of 80 percent.

         17                 Speaker Quinn, and Chuck, and all the

         18  other staff, you may think that I was, you know,

         19  getting emotional, and the Budget Negotiating Team,

         20  but overall, I must say that on behalf of the

         21  children of New York City, I'm very, very pleased

         22  with the end result, and I want to thank all of you

         23  for being very patient with me with my impatience,

         24  as far as to ensure that our children receive, not

         25  an adequate education, but a great education.
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          2                 And finally, as the Co-chair of the

          3  Black, Latino and Asian Caucus, let me just say that

          4  I am proud to be a member of this body, and I want

          5  to thank all of the staff and the leadership for

          6  working to ensure that we have a budget we can all

          7  be happy with.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          9  Council Member.

         10                 Council Member Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I would just like to publicly thank

         14  the Speaker, Speaker Quinn, Chuck and Ramon and the

         15  entire staff, and my Immigration Counsel, Jeannine

         16  Ventura, and also from the Press, Angel. I don't

         17  know if you guys know about Angel, a great guy.

         18                 I also want to thank the folks from

         19  Finance, Jeff and Staci, for helping me understand

         20  the budget process and also to strongly have my

         21  colleagues' support the Black Male Initiative, the

         22  IOI Initiative, the Adult Literacy Initiative, and

         23  also the Legal Services that we have just passed in

         24  this budget.

         25                 I also want to thank my colleague and
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          2  friend, the Chair of the Brooklyn Delegation,

          3  Councilman Dilan, and the rest of the entire

          4  Brooklyn Delegation, for giving me their support as

          5  we negotiated this budget. Once again, I want to

          6  thank each and every one.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes, when are

         10  we voting?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, does

         12  that mean nobody else wants to talk?

         13                 Council Member White.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

         15  all.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All right,

         17  Report of Special Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         20  Standing Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Finance.

         23                 Preconsidered Intro. 591. Increasing

         24  the credit against the City Personal Income Tax on

         25  residents, for such residents' share of City
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          2  unincorporated business tax.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders with a Message of Necessity.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

          6  906. Computing and certifying base percentage,

          7  current percentage and current base proportion of

          8  each class of real property, Fiscal 2008.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         12  907. Computing and certifying adjusted base

         13  proportion of each class of real property, Fiscal

         14  2008.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 651 and companion

         18  Reso 908 and 909. Expense Revenue contract budget.

         19  Fiscal Year 2008.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 652 and companion

         23  Resos 910 and 911. Executive Capital Budget, Fiscal

         24  Year 2008.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 653 and Resolution

          4  912. Proposed City Fiscal Year 2008, Community

          5  Development Program.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 656 and Resolution

          9  913. Submitting proposed 2007 amendment to the

         10  2005-2009 Five-Year Capital Plan.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 657

         14  and Reso 914. Transfer of City funds between

         15  agencies.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 658

         19  and Reso 915. Appropriate new revenues Fiscal Year

         20  2007.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 659

         24  and Reso 916. Report of the Committee on Finance.

         25  Fixing the tax rate for Fiscal Year 2008.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 515 through M 525.

          5  Communications from the Mayor.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          8  Committee on Land Use. LU 387 and Reso 917. ULURP.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 404 and Reso 918,

         12  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,

         14  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 408 and Reso 919

         16  through LU 410 and Reso 921, various ULURPs.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 426 and Reso 922.

         20  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,

         22  pursuant to letter of withdrawal.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 449 and Reso 923

         24  through LU 468 and Reso 927, ULURPs, UDAAPs and

         25  Landmarks designation.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 477

          5  and Reso 928. Site selection for a new 800-seat

          6  school building.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         10  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         11                 Preconsidered SLR 73, 74 and 76.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 643. Exempting

         15  clothing and footwear sales and uses from local

         16  sales and compensating use taxes.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 655.

         20                 Authorizing a Marine Transfer

         21  Station, Environmental Education Center.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders, and at this point I ask for a roll call on

         24  all matters that have been coupled on the General

         25  Order Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you to

          4  all on the budget, and aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just wanted

         16  to once again thank all of my colleagues who

         17  supported the restoration of the CUNY projects and

         18  for the Black Male Initiative, in particular. We had

         19  2.5 million, and that will be very helpful in

         20  getting black males more involved in high education.

         21                 I want to thank all of you who

         22  supported that, and I vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I would like

         25  to explain my vote.
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          2                 First of all, before we vote, I am on

          3  the Advisory Board of the Parent JobNet, which I

          4  will give discretionary youth funds to, so I want to

          5  mention that as a disclosure statement.

          6                 Number two, I am voting no on

          7  preconsidered M 655, the Marine Transfer Station.

          8  We're trying very hard in Manhattan to come up with

          9  a comprehensive plan that fits in with Albany and

         10  New York and all the parks.

         11                 I do thank every single one of the

         12  staff members, all colleagues, and I vote aye on all

         13  other matters.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 I just want to thank all of the

         18  people who put the budget together this year, from

         19  the Speaker's staff to the Finance staff that all

         20  has been mentioned earlier. And I'm happy to vote

         21  aye on all.

         22                 I think this budget provides a lot of

         23  opportunities between the IOI money, the workforce

         24  money, the money to ensure that people can stay in

         25  school, the money to make sure that we do more for
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          2  cancer care. The first time putting together money

          3  to have an opportunity to help veterans that are

          4  returning to this City. This is a historic budget

          5  and I want to thank the budget negotiation team and

          6  all who have been involved in putting such a

          7  comprehensive budget together, recognizing our

          8  fiscal abilities, and recognizing our future fiscal

          9  realities, I'm happily voting aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: I want to

         14  take this opportunity to thank all staff, all of my

         15  colleagues, the Speaker and her staff, and to the

         16  budget negotiators for phenomenal work well done.

         17                 Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, may I have a brief moment to explain my

         21  vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: First I want to

         24  congratulate the Speaker for negotiating a timely

         25  budget. I'd like to thank the Finance staff for
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          2  somehow getting it printed over night and getting it

          3  to us before so we can get out of here early.

          4                 I know many of you haven't slept, so

          5  I want to say thank you for your sacrifice last

          6  night so we can get out of here early.

          7                 And I want to say that I'm very proud

          8  of the things that we got baselined in this budget,

          9  libraries being one of them, some things for

         10  community college, but I think as we move to the

         11  fall, there is some very serious concerns that this

         12  body needs to take a look at regarding the New York

         13  City Housing Authority. And I know that not in this

         14  budget, but I know that the Speaker and this body is

         15  committing to help NYCHA return to its form of a

         16  balanced budget sheet, it would be very nice along

         17  the way if we could get some help from the State and

         18  federal governments, largely for the federal

         19  government to just get out of the way and not let

         20  NYCHA's problems continue to become worse, and for

         21  the State to also recognize that they need to be a

         22  partner with the City in helping NYCHA through its

         23  fiscal problems.

         24                 I'm confident that this body can do

         25  it. We've balanced budgets of $3 - $4 billion before
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          2  when most of us first came here, so solving what was

          3  at the beginning of this budget process, the $250

          4  million problem for NYCHA I think is something that

          5  if the State and local governments put their heads

          6  together, it's something that we can solve.

          7                 Locally, I have to say it's good,

          8  this budget is good for my district. There's a lot

          9  of good projects for my schools. I think locally

         10  Franklin K. Lane would be a big winner, and I've

         11  called the principal. They're going to be happy. I

         12  think the other items and other districts did good

         13  as well, and I just think it's a great budget.

         14  There's some great groups in my district that are

         15  going to get funding, Ridgewood Bushwick, Cypress

         16  Hills, LDC, and I have to say, I'm especially proud

         17  of North Brooklyn Community Council. As many know,

         18  I'm a recently married man and my wife works there,

         19  and I have to do that for disclosure purposes as

         20  well, Madam Public Advocate. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council Member.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eugene.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER EUGENE: As a

         25  newly-elected City Council Member, I would like to
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          2  congratulate Speaker Quinn and all the members of

          3  the City Council, and I'm pleased and honored to

          4  vote yes on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you for

          7  giving me the opportunity to vote. I vote aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to thank the

         14  people I forgot the first time?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, so

         16  ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Okay. First I

         18  want to start by thanking Chairman of the Brooklyn

         19  Delegation, Erik Dilan, who did a terrific job in

         20  fighting for the very diverse priorities of the

         21  Brooklyn Delegation.

         22                 Second, I would be terribly remiss if

         23  I didn't thank the staff of the Youth Services

         24  Committee. There is at least $50 million in this

         25  budget of new spending for youth programs, so I want
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          2  to thank all of them, Laura Popa, Elisa Chae, Rocco

          3  D'Angelo, Jennifer Culp, Mike Benjamin, Anthony

          4  Hoegbe. You can applaud them. And I certainly want

          5  to thank my own staff, particularly Debbie Malone,

          6  who parsed through document after document.

          7                 And the last point I just want to

          8  make is that by passing this budget today, and

          9  resulting in only one property tax bill, we are

         10  saving the taxpayers of the City of New York a half

         11  a million dollars in that cost alone. So, let's do

         12  it again next year.

         13                 I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

         16  Happy Father's Day. Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: I vote no

         21  on M 655, and aye on the rest.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, I wish to speak briefly on my vote.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I just want

          3  to thank the Speaker and the Queens Delegation for

          4  pushing and getting for the Queens Hospital Center

          5  $1.7 digital mammogram, this is on the heels of the

          6  state-of-the-art PET scan that we were able to

          7  secure for them last year, making the cancer care

          8  center at Queens Hospital Center the best public

          9  hospital for cancer care, anywhere in the Northeast.

         10  It's a wonderful thing, so it's something to be very

         11  grateful for.

         12                 I also want to support my colleagues

         13  who supported the Meals-On-Wheels Initiative. It's

         14  very important that we keep that going, and thank

         15  everyone also for the green manufacturing item that

         16  we're doing to sort of move forward growing a green

         17  economy here in New York City. And a special thanks

         18  to all the Finance staff for all their great work.

         19                 I proudly vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ignizio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

          6  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: And also,

          9  Madam Chair, I'd like to notify you and all of the

         10  members of the City Council, that as the Chair of

         11  the Advisory Board of the Campaign for Fiscal

         12  Equity, CFE, I need to disclose that to you and to

         13  everyone else, knowing that they are scheduled to

         14  receive some money in this budget.

         15                 I do not receive any salary or any

         16  type of remuneration whatsoever by being the Chair

         17  of the Advisory Board of CFE, so I wanted to

         18  disclose that to everyone here today, I disclosed

         19  that to my colleagues in the Finance Committee so

         20  they would be fully aware in voting on this budget.

         21                 Secondly, I would like to just give a

         22  shout out to all of the staff of my office that have

         23  worked so hard in representing the constituents of

         24  Northern Manhattan that I represent.

         25                 Joe McNurney is my Legislative and
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          2  Budget Director. He has led a team of interns and

          3  they have done a fine, fantastic job for people of

          4  Northern Manhattan. Neil Kelly graduated from NYU

          5  this past May, and Neil is on his way to Cornell

          6  University, and he said he's coming back to be the

          7  Mayor of New York City in the Year 2033. Lilly

          8  Levine, just graduated from high school, she's off

          9  to the University of Rochester in August. Corine

         10  Abraham from Queens is a high school graduate. Egypt

         11  Shamir Nier is a sophomore at Pace University, and

         12  Zowie Becker is a sophomore, soon to be a junior, at

         13  Hunter College. So, I would like to thank all of

         14  them publicly for working on the budget on behalf of

         15  the people that I represent; and I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Chair,

         18  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: To the Speaker,

         21  thank you for this wonderful budget, but I

         22  particularly want to congratulate Mike Keogh, who

         23  went in and negotiated an initiative of mine to

         24  restore funds to ACS centers throughout the City of

         25  New York. Fourteen million dollars to ACS centers so
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          2  they will not close and they will provide

          3  additional, additional slots for children in need.

          4  And so, to Mike, thank you very much.

          5                 Again, I want to thank the

          6  Administration for restoring funds to hire

          7  additional fire marshals. I want to thank the

          8  negotiating team for restoring funds for the asthma

          9  initiative, infant mortality, food pantry. I want to

         10  thank the negotiating team, as well as Council

         11  Member Al Vann, for enhancing the faith-based AIDS

         12  Initiative for Communities of Color. I want to thank

         13  Council Member Gentile for six-day libraries. I want

         14  to thank Council Member Recchia for keeping the

         15  cultural institutions in my district harmless, and

         16  of course, I want to congratulate the Fifth Avenue

         17  Committee for receiving $2 million in capital funds

         18  to build affordable housing.

         19                 And let me join with the comments of

         20  Council Member Dilan to say we have to address the

         21  needs of the poorest of the poor in New York City,

         22  we have to address the needs of residents of public

         23  housing. We must do that as we go forward. We must

         24  do that in the budget, any budget modifications, any

         25  budget restorations and we have to put pressure on
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          2  the State and federal government to address their

          3  needs as well.

          4                 Congratulations, and I vote aye on

          5  all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, to explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I would also

         11  like to add my thank you, not only to the Speaker,

         12  who I think handled herself admirably in a difficult

         13  budget season, but also her entire staff and my

         14  entire staff. I think many of us forget how

         15  difficult we can be during budget season. And I know

         16  we think we are a cake walk, but while we are here

         17  at City Hall, our staffs in the office are also

         18  taking up a lot of the work.

         19                 I would also like to congratulate

         20  everyone on a job well done on the budget. The real

         21  estate tax issue is going to be a great win in my

         22  district, the libraries. But I would like to give a

         23  personal thank you, if I can? I am carrying the

         24  Colon Cancer Initiative and the Hepatitis B

         25  Initiative. I want to thank Councilman Oddo for
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          2  starting that so many years ago and their support,

          3  the whole Republican support on this, but what never

          4  came up in budget negotiations, or when I had

          5  discussions with people, is that colon cancer is the

          6  disease that killed my father 20 years ago last

          7  month, and so the fact that this Council can do so

          8  much in an issue that I care so deeply about out

          9  there in the City of New York to hopefully save

         10  lives, as I know many of our initiatives are doing

         11  throughout this entire City, we should be extremely

         12  proud of ourselves and I thank all of my colleagues

         13  for their support. Thank you. And by the way, I vote

         14  aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all,

         19  with the exception of preconsidered M 655.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, I want to vote aye and also again just

          4  reiterate what we find in this budget. One

          5  particular item that we have not mentioned, but I

          6  think it's a huge success for us as a Council, I

          7  mean for the very first time, the very first summer

          8  I have to say we must say a congratulations to the

          9  Chair of our Youth Services Committee and our

         10  Speaker, because summer jobs are lying based on the

         11  budget, and for the first time our kids already know

         12  where they're going to be placed, where they're

         13  going to work, and this is a huge success for us as

         14  a Council, for the kids during the summer.

         15                 And also, I just want to highlight

         16  the fact that as a result of this budget, more

         17  individuals will have alternative to incarceration

         18  program, because we have enhanced that program also.

         19                 And I could go on and on and on and

         20  on with this budget, but, again, I vote aye on all

         21  and congratulations, Madam Speaker, on the excellent

         22  job in your leadership in putting this budget

         23  together.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I request
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          2  leave to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I just want

          5  to first say I'm proud to support this budget, and I

          6  just want to note for the record that my brothers

          7  represent a wide range of organizations, and the

          8  budget we are passing today may including funding

          9  for one or more of these organizations.

         10                 I'd also like to state that I'm very

         11  proud of the budget, because we have to reflect that

         12  just five years ago, the City faced fiscal ruin, and

         13  today we are cutting taxes, opening libraries on

         14  Saturday, saving over $4 billion to guarantee a

         15  secure fiscal future for our City.

         16                 We have fought taxes and enforced

         17  fiscal prudence. I just want to say on behalf of

         18  Staten Island, the district that I represent, that

         19  this is a pretty good budget, a lot better than

         20  we've seen in the last few years that we are here,

         21  and I want to thank Speaker Quinn, who from the day

         22  that she was elected guaranteed that the people of

         23  Staten Island would be fairly represented at the

         24  table, and in particular, her favorite animals at

         25  the Staten Island Zoo, the fat little ponies would
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          2  not go hungry, and thanks to her and her great staff

          3  in the Finance Division, led by Mike Keogh and Jeff

          4  Rodus and everyone who is there, those little ponies

          5  will survive another year out there out in the

          6  ranges of Staten Island.

          7                 I also want to thank Chuck Meara and

          8  Ramon Martinez, who worked so hard with us all, and

          9  all of my colleagues, especially my colleague

         10  Domenic Recchia here, the cultural czar, and all of

         11  those who understand now that Staten Island, no

         12  matter what the issue, should get fair

         13  representation, and we're doing much better now than

         14  we have done in the past.

         15                 So, I just want to say that it's a

         16  privilege to serve here, to be with you all, and I

         17  look forward to the next few years in bringing the

         18  City to an even better place. Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Can I be able

         21  to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: I would like to

         24  say congratulations to our Speaker and our Mayor.

         25  And Madam Speaker, I just want to say thank you so
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          2  much for your leadership, I'm looking forward to

          3  working with you for next year, that next year be

          4  better than this year. And I just want to say thank

          5  you to my colleagues, because it's not about us,

          6  it's really about the district and in which my

          7  district needs so much, I know I am going to do much

          8  better to make sure that my district get the

          9  resources that they really desperately need.

         10                 And I really want to thank all my

         11  colleagues who kind of guided me in the right

         12  direction, and I thank you, Al Vann, and everyone.

         13  And the AIDS Initiative that I had before, I know my

         14  district will really, really be thankful to get

         15  that. So, I just want to say thank you, and I wish

         16  all my colleagues, all the men, a Happy Father's

         17  Day, and aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I vote aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         23  all. And if my mother is watching, we got the tax

         24  break, mom.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I want to

          6  congratulate Speaker Quinn, and her staff, and all

          7  the others who have done such a tremendous job, and

          8  those who were previously named, you know who you

          9  are. I don't, but you do, and that's what counts,

         10  for toiling in the vineyards for hundreds of hours,

         11  to bring this City to where it is today,

         12  congratulations. I'm Mike Nelson, I approve this

         13  message, and this budget, and I vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: May I be

         18  heard, please? I know now I've got to make some

         19  disclosures. Calm down everybody.

         20                 I'm proud to support this budget. I

         21  would just like to add for the record my wife is a

         22  volunteer for the Girl Scouts and I have supported

         23  in this budget funding for this program.

         24                 In addition, I'm proud to support our

         25  City public schools, including the school that my
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          2  three daughters attend.

          3                 Thank you very much. I vote aye.

          4                 That said, I said it all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I'd like to

          7  vote aye on all coupled General Orders and no on the

          8  Educational Capital Amendment Plan. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: A resounding

         13  yes, and kudos to the Speaker.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you to

         16  the Speaker, and to all of the budget staff, and to

         17  Mike Keogh and to Chuck Meara, but I also want to

         18  thank all my colleagues, because for the first time

         19  in the history of this Council, is an initiative

         20  approved on human trafficking, and as we do so much

         21  for children, so many of the children are those that

         22  are processed through human trafficking. So, I thank

         23  you all, and congratulations for a great budget.

         24  And the Chair of the Finance Committee, thank you,

         25  David. I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I would like

          4  to vote yes on all and I would specifically like to

          5  thank the entire budget negotiating team for a job

          6  well done, and especially for restoring the IOI and

          7  giving $2 million in enhancement. Thank you, guys.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I now realize

         10  that when your name ends with V, you must have

         11  patience. But I am pleased to vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I am amazed

         14  our great Finance staff worked so hard to get us

         15  home early, and we talk so much that they're all

         16  still here.

         17                 I'm forced like others to disclose

         18  that my father represents a wide range of

         19  organizations in the City. I've submitted a list of

         20  these clients to the Conflicts of Interest Board,

         21  and our Council, and the budget we're passing today

         22  may include funding for one of these organizations.

         23  I have no idea because I can't even figure out if

         24  mine have been funded. But I'm hoping they are,

         25  thank you. So, with that being said, I vote aye and
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          2  look forward to working, to continue to work to roll

          3  back all of this property tax increase until the

          4  entire temporary war-time tax is eliminated. Thank

          5  you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I have to

         14  publicly disclose that during budget negotiating

         15  meetings I consistently voted in favor of Lew

         16  Fidler's initiatives in the hopes of carrying favor

         17  with him to get a better baseball rotisserie trade.

         18  So, I vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. I realize I

         23  forgot a couple of folks I also wanted to thank.

         24  Again, the entire Finance Division, but in

         25  particular, I accidentally omitted thanks to Jake
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          2  Herring and David Pechefsky. David has done so much

          3  to carve an important housing initiative for us. And

          4  I want to particularly thank Erin and Rocco who work

          5  on health issues, and being a former Health Chair, I

          6  drove them crazy. I drove them crazy with 4,000

          7  questions on every little health thing. So, thank

          8  you.

          9                 And before I vote, I'm disclosing for

         10  the record that this budget includes funding for an

         11  organization I'm affiliated with, my partner Kim

         12  Katulo serves on the Board of Directors of the

         13  Hetrick Martin Institute, and I will vote in support

         14  of funding for this organization today as part of

         15  the budget. So, with that said, I vote aye on all.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         17  today's General Order calendar by a vote of 51 in

         18  the affirmative, zero negative, zero abstentions,

         19  with the exception of preconsidered M 655, which is

         20  adopted by 48 in the affirmative, five negative,

         21  zero abstentions, and 656 and Reso 913, which his

         22  adopted by 50 in the affirmative, one negative, zero

         23  abstentions.

         24                 And I now declare that the Executive

         25  Expense Revenue Contract Budget, the Executive
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          2  Capital Budget for Fiscal Year 2008, and the Capital

          3  Program for the three succeeding fiscal years all as

          4  modified in accordance with the relevant sections of

          5  the New York City Charter are hereby adopted on this

          6  15th day of June, 2007, at ten minutes at 4:00 p.m.

          7  in the afternoon.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Everyone, we have a

          9  couple of resolutions to vote on, so if I could ask

         10  folks to remain in their seats for a minute or two,

         11  I'd appreciate it.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Introduction

         13  and Reading of Bills.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         15  to the committees indicated on the agenda.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Supplemental

         17  Discussion of Resolutions.

         18                 Council Member Jackson. One minute,

         19  please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 My colleagues, I rise to ask you to

         23  support Resolution 836-A. It's an amended resolution

         24  calling upon the State Legislature to amend the

         25  Public Authorities Law in relations to siting
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          2  requirements for the New York City School

          3  Construction Authority Leasing Program.

          4                 The bottom line of this resolution,

          5  we're asking the State Legislature to pass a law to

          6  have the same type of environmental review as they

          7  do for a new school when they build a brand new

          8  school, when they lease a building, we're asking

          9  them to have that same diligence and reviewing for

         10  environmental purposes in order to safeguard

         11  children and staff that are going to go into leased

         12  facilities.

         13                 And, so, I'd like to thank the

         14  lawyers for the New York Public Interest in helping

         15  to move this forward to try to ensure that if they

         16  build a new school, or if they lease a new building

         17  or an old building, that the school is safe and

         18  clean for all of these students and staff.

         19                 Madam Chair, I would also like to

         20  give a shout out to Chelsea Rutter, the ED of the

         21  Caucus, for all the work she did on behalf of this

         22  budget process.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 Council Member Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate. I would like to draw the

          4  attention of my colleagues to Resolution 825. The

          5  reason this is so important to Queens and to the

          6  City of New York, it was the very first document

          7  given to Governor at that time Peter Stuyvesant,

          8  separating state and religion. It was the first

          9  document ever in the nation, and they're celebrating

         10  their 350th Anniversary. I would like all our

         11  colleagues to join Queens in commemorating what a

         12  momentous time that was 350 years ago to separate

         13  state an religion, and I thank you all.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         15  nobody else, all right, let's vote on the

         16  resolutions.

         17                 First we'll vote on Reso 825. All in

         18  favor?

         19                 Opposed?

         20                 Adopted.

         21                 Reso 836-A?

         22                 Opposed?

         23                 Adopted.

         24                 Reso 898?

         25                 Adopted.
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          2                 Reso 899.

          3                 Opposed?

          4                 Adopted.

          5                 Supplemental General Discussion.

          6                 Council Member Jackson, Supplemental

          7  Discussion. No? You're waiving it.

          8                 Council Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I just want to

         10  introduce two interns who are with us for the

         11  summer. George Lee, who is at Queens College, and

         12  also graduate of Regis High School; and Edna Fasu,

         13  who is at New York University, and they're terrific

         14  and I just want to say that they're here and they're

         15  wonderful, and we love interns. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Stewart.

         18                 You're finished? Okay.

         19                 Seeing nobody else, the Council is

         20  recessed on June 15th.

         21                 (Hearing recessed at 4:05 p.m.)

         22

         23

         24

         25
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