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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: This Committee

          3  will come to order.  Good afternoon.  My name is

          4  Diana Reyna, and I am Chair of the Committee on

          5  Rules, Privileges and Elections.  I would like to

          6  also recognize the Rules Committee Members who are

          7  present here today, and most are on their way.  I

          8  apologize for the delay in advance.  To my left is

          9  Council Member Lew Fidler, Council Member Joel

         10  Rivera, Council Member Melinda Katz, Council Member

         11  Inez Dickens behind us, and myself.  We also have

         12  staff counsel as well as investigators that I'd like

         13  to  --  Council Member David Weprin. Thank you,

         14  Chuck.

         15                 Today before us there are five

         16  candidates for Advice and Consent Review to the New

         17  York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, one

         18  appointment and four reappointments.  They are Diana

         19  Chapin, a Queens resident who is being appointed by

         20  the Mayor to serve for the remainder of a three-year

         21  term that expires on June 28th, 2009.  Ms. Chapin

         22  will replace Thomas Pike who has been serving in a

         23  hold-over capacity since June 28th, 2000.  Pablo

         24  Vengoechea, a resident of Staten Island who is being

         25  reappointed by the Mayor to serve for the remainder
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          2  of a three-year term that expires on June 28th,

          3  2008.  Mr. Vengoechea has been serving in a

          4  hold-over capacity since June 28th, 2003.  --

          5  Council Member Leroy Comrie is right behind us

          6  juggling two committees.  He just wanted to be

          7  acknowledged.  We'll call him as soon as we're

          8  ready.  I apologize.  --  Mr. Vengoechea is a

          9  Planner and a Registered Architect.  Mr. Stephen

         10  Byrns, a Bronx resident who is being reappointed by

         11  the Mayor to serve for the remainder of a three-year

         12  term that expires June 28th, 2008.  Mr. Byrns has

         13  been serving in a hold-over capacity since June

         14  28th, 2005.  Mr. Byrns is a Registered Architect.

         15  Joan Gerner, a Queens resident who is being

         16  reappointed by the Mayor to serve for the remainder

         17  of a three-year term that expires on June 28th,

         18  2007.  Ms. Gerner has been serving in a hold-over

         19  capacity since June 28th, 2001.  Christopher Moore,

         20  a Brooklyn resident who is being reappointed by the

         21  Mayor to serve for the remainder of a three-year

         22  term that expires on June 28th, 2007.  Mr. Moore has

         23  been serving in a hold-over capacity since June

         24  28th, 2001.  Mr. Moore is LPC's Historian.

         25                 Before I ask Counsel to swear in the
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          2  first candidate, I'd like to briefly describe the

          3  functions and structure of the New York City

          4  Landmarks Preservation Commission which we know as

          5  the LPC.  The New York City Landmarks Preservation

          6  Commission, which consists of 11 members, is

          7  responsible for establishing and regulating

          8  landmarks, portions of landmarks, landmark sites,

          9  interior landmarks, scenic landmarks, and historic

         10  districts, and also regulates alterations to

         11  designated buildings. We have been joined by Council

         12  Member Oddo.  Thank you.

         13                 The Charter requires that the

         14  Commission's membership include at least three

         15  architects, one historian qualified in the field,

         16  one City planner or landscape architect, and one.

         17  No professional qualifications for the remaining

         18  members are delineated in the Charter.  By statute,

         19  the Commission's membership must have at least one

         20  resident from each of the five boroughs.

         21                 The Mayor appoints members of the

         22  Commission for staggered three- year terms.  Each

         23  member continues to serve as a Commissioner until

         24  his or her successor is appointed and qualified. The

         25  Mayor designates one of the members to serve as
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          2  Chair of the Commission, and another to serve as

          3  Vice Chair.  Both of these appointees serve until a

          4  successor is designated.  Members other than the

          5  Chair serve without compensation, but are reimbursed

          6  for expenses, necessarily incurred in the

          7  performance of their duty. The Chair's salary is

          8  currently $177,698 dollars.  The Commission appoints

          9  a full- time executive director and may employ

         10  technical experts and such other employees as may be

         11  required to perform its duties.

         12                 The Commission is required to provide

         13  opportunities for comment in advance of any hearing

         14  on a proposed designation. In addition, the

         15  Commission may at any time make recommendations to

         16  the City Planning Commission regarding amendments to

         17  the zoning resolution provisions that apply to

         18  improvements in an historic district.

         19                 The Commission's duties also include

         20  determining whether a proposed alteration or

         21  demolition affecting a landmark is consistent with

         22  the landmark's law.  In instances where the

         23  Commission determines that the proposed change

         24  complies with the law, they grant a certificate of

         25  appropriateness.  Otherwise the Commission may deny
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          2  the applicant's request.

          3                 I'd like to now welcome Ms. Chapin.

          4  Will you please raise your right hand and be sworn

          5  in by Counsel.

          6                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE: Will you

          7  swear or affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth,

          8  and nothing but the truth?

          9                 MS. CHAPIN: I do.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Ms.

         11  Chapin.  Please if you can begin with your opening

         12  testimony.

         13                 MR. CHAPIN: Thank you very much,

         14  Madam Chairman, and honorable members of the Rules

         15  Committee for the opportunity to make a brief

         16  opening statement.  I am very pleased to have been

         17  nominated to serve on the Landmarks Preservation

         18  Commission.  As someone who has served in New York

         19  City government for almost 25 years, and who now

         20  works for one of the finest libraries anywhere, I

         21  consider it an honor and privilege to become part of

         22  the process to help ensure the preservation and

         23  protection of the historic treasures of what I

         24  consider the greatest world city of our times.

         25                 During my career as Deputy Commission
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          2  of the Parks Department, I regularly reviewed

          3  landscape and architectural projects and presented

          4  to the Art Commission occasionally with Landmarks

          5  review as part of my duties.  I worked closely with

          6  local community groups and elected officials during

          7  that time, and also when I was Assistant

          8  Commissioner in charge of Community Relations and

          9  the Borough Commissioner of Queens.

         10                 I am also a founding member of the

         11  Historic House Trust and now serve on the Director's

         12  Council for the Trust.  The Trust is a non- profit

         13  group of concerned private citizens who work with

         14  the Parks Department to help protect historic houses

         15  on Parks' property and other historic buildings that

         16  are part of the trust. The Trust helps fund

         17  preservation, historic furnishings, educational

         18  programs and marketing for these historic

         19  structures.

         20                 I look forward to working with my

         21  fellow commissioners and community and legislative

         22  leaders to discover and protect the priceless

         23  heritage of New York's unique historical and

         24  architectural properties as it continues to grow.

         25  Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Ms.

          3  Chapin.  Are there any questions from the

          4  Commission?  I apologize, from the Committee?  Yes.

          5  Council Member Lew Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

          7  Madam Chair.  Ms. Chapin, I note with excitement

          8  that you're the co- founder of the Historic House

          9  Trust, and I have made this comment to commissioners

         10  and prospective commissioners along the way about

         11  the importance, not just of historic sites in the

         12  outer boroughs, but of the Dutch farmhouses in

         13  particular, which I know Historic House Trust has

         14  played a major role in.  Not that they have a need

         15  yet to be landmarks because I believe they probably

         16  are, but the hope that the Landmarks Preservation

         17  Commission can play a more proactive role with the

         18  Parks Department in seeking to link them in some

         19  kind of sensible plan for their renovation and

         20  display to New Yorkers and to people visiting our

         21  City from all over the country.  I know that's not

         22  the primary job of Landmarks Preservation

         23  Commission, but I urge that on you knowing that you

         24  have a particular background that has been

         25  extraordinarily supportive of the Wyckoff Houses and
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          2  the other Dutch farmhouses particularly in Brooklyn.

          3                 MS. CHAPIN: Thank you, Councilman.

          4  Obviously I have felt that the Historic House Trust

          5  has been able to play a very good role in advocacy

          6  and making people aware of the houses and trying to

          7  help protect them, and in my role as Landmarks I

          8  will continue to try to pursue those same goals.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Council

         10  Member. Following our next appointee is Mr.

         11  Vengoechea.

         12                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE: And do you

         13  swear or affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth,

         14  and nothing but the truth?

         15                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Yes.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Do you have an

         17  opening statement, Mr. Vengoechea?

         18                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Yes, I do.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Please.

         20                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Thank you.  Good

         21  morning, Honorable Chairwoman Reyna and Members of

         22  the Rules, Privileges and Election Committee.  Thank

         23  you for the opportunity to make this statement. My

         24  name is Pablo Vengoechea, and I am an Architect and

         25  Professor of Urban Planning at Hunter College.  I am
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          2  also a resident of St. George in Staten Island, and

          3  a principal of zone architecture of small urban

          4  design and architecture practice in that borough.

          5                 First of all, let me say that I am

          6  honored by your consideration for reappointment to

          7  the Landmarks Preservation Commission.  I have

          8  served on the Commission for several years with

          9  three different Chairs, and I still marvel at the

         10  intelligent work the agency does on behalf of the

         11  Commission and in protecting the City's historic

         12  fabric.  I am here this morning in the company of

         13  other fellow commissioners whose insights I value

         14  and from whom I am always learning.

         15                 If I have to summarize why I would

         16  like to continue serving, I would say it is in part

         17  due to these people and to the diverse and committed

         18  groups of volunteers and professionals in the

         19  preservation field who readily share their knowledge

         20  and give of their time.  That so many people in this

         21  field give of their time, I think it's a testimony

         22  to the passion that preservation and memory arouses

         23  in all of us and to the value of place as a defining

         24  characteristic of our collective identity.  That

         25  concern alone is recognition of the social and
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          2  economic importance of the visual look of the City

          3  and it is worth protecting.

          4                 For me, being on the Commission is

          5  about appreciating and sorting through these types

          6  of intellectual and cultural challenges.  It is

          7  about considering the very personal history of the

          8  residents and of the communities of the City, and it

          9  is about weighing the relational importance of

         10  individual buildings and city- form.  That is to say

         11  the ensemble of buildings, blocks, streets, open

         12  spaces and people.  It is about understanding that

         13  built world is construction over time and it's

         14  impact on the people.

         15                 With your support, I will be honored

         16  to serve one more term in this capacity.  Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you so much,

         18  Mr. Vengoechea.  Are there any questions for this

         19  candidate?  Next we will hear from Mr. Byrns.

         20                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE: And do you

         21  swear or affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth,

         22  and nothing but the truth?

         23                 MR. BYRNS: I do.  My name is Stephen

         24  Byrns.  I'm very honored to be hear, and I want to

         25  say that I have enjoyed my service on the Commission
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          2  for the last few years, and in some way I think that

          3  perhaps my service here has the convergence of a

          4  number of factors some of which go back to

          5  childhood.  I grew up in a little town in Michigan,

          6  but my father's family was from New York, and I

          7  actually had a great grandfather who was a judge in

          8  New York City.  He was a Supreme Court Judge.  His

          9  name was James Fitzgerald, and he was the judge at

         10  the murder trial of Stanford White.  So from a very

         11  young age I knew about architecture in New York, and

         12  I think it was sort of an interesting thing for me

         13  to learn about that very important part of history.

         14                 There are a number of things in my

         15  background I think that are germane to my service on

         16  the Commission.  Again, I said I had come from

         17  Michigan where I grew up and worked for many years,

         18  30, 35 years ago, to preserve old buildings and an

         19  old unitarian church and even to this day I'm even

         20  by long distance trying to save the YWCA in my

         21  hometown.  When I was in college, I was named an

         22  intern through a national competition for the

         23  National Trust for Historic Preservation and worked

         24  one summer on a whole preservation program in

         25  another small town in Michigan.  For a period before
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          2  living in the Bronx, I was a resident of Yonkers

          3  just beyond the Bronx, and there I was also a

          4  commissioner.  I was on the Landmarks Preservation

          5  Board there.  I was a board member, and I was very

          6  active in preservation issues in Yonkers including

          7  organizing the landmarking of a Father Divine

          8  mansion there, working very hard to prevent the

          9  closing of Phillips Manor Hall downtown, which is

         10  one of the most important historic buildings in the

         11  State of New York, if not the nation, and also

         12  worked to establish an historic district for a

         13  neighborhood called Park Hill. In fact, last year I

         14  was awarded the annual award from the Yonkers

         15  Historical Society.

         16                 I've lived in Riverdale for about

         17  nine years, and I'm very interested in preservation

         18  issues in the Bronx as well. Even currently I'm

         19  trying to investigate what may be late 18th or

         20  probably more likely early 19th century farmhouse

         21  adjacent to the Van Cortlandt estate which is

         22  currently slated for demolition and I'm trying to

         23  see if there is a way to prevent that from

         24  happening.

         25                 My background  --  I went to
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          2  Princeton University and studied history with an

          3  emphasis on architecture.  At Columbia, I was

          4  trained as an architect, and I actually took a

          5  course in preservation law there not knowing how

          6  useful that would come in later.  Professionally, I

          7  am an architect.  I am a founding partner of BSK

          8  Architects.  We have been in business for 21 years,

          9  about 40 employees.

         10                 And just as an advocational

         11  background, I am very interested in history.  I am

         12  very interested in the evolution of architecture,

         13  the development of cities, not only in New York City

         14  which is my primary interest, but oversees as well.

         15                 In terms of my service on the

         16  Commission, I very much enjoy immersing myself in

         17  the plans and using my architects training to

         18  understand and to question what is proposed.  As an

         19  architect, I know that there is often more than one

         20  solution.  So I try to be flexible in understanding

         21  of the applicant's point of view, but I also know

         22  when to say no, or to suggest more appropriate

         23  modifications.

         24                 In summary, I feel that service on

         25  the Landmarks Preservation Commission draws on many
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          2  aspects of my background which make me well

          3  qualified to continue on this Commission.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Byrns.  Are there any questions for Mr. Byrns?  Ms.

          6  Gerner.

          7                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE: And do you

          8  swear or affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth,

          9  and nothing but the truth?

         10                 MS. GERNER: I do.  It's a pleasure to

         11  be here today, Honorable Chairman Reyna and Members

         12  of the Rules Committee.  Thank you.  If you approve

         13  this appointment, I look forward to continue serving

         14  on the Commission representing the Borough of

         15  Queens.  I have a great deal of respect for the

         16  responsibility involved as a Commissioner, and I

         17  don't take it lightly.

         18                 New York City is my home and has been

         19  good to me, and I have lived a happy life and

         20  enjoyed a successful career in this City.  As a

         21  result, I would like to give back to the City, and I

         22  believe that the best way to do this is to share my

         23  professional expertise.

         24                 I am a trained architect, a

         25  construction manager, and a preservationist, and I
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          2  have over 29 years of senior management experience

          3  in the design and construction industry.  I have two

          4  degrees in architecture from City College of New

          5  York and a Masters of Science in Historic

          6  Preservation from Columbia University.

          7                 Since I've lived in Queens all my

          8  life, I would be honored to continue to represent my

          9  borough if you approve this reappointment.  I am the

         10  Founder and Director of Bovis Lend Leases'

         11  Preservation Division which is 14 years old, and I

         12  have been responsible for the restoration of many

         13  high profile projects including the Women's Memorial

         14  at the entry gates to Arlington National Cemetery,

         15  the restoration of Grand Central Terminal, and

         16  presently I'm working on the restoration of the $150

         17  million dollar Thurgood Marshall Courthouse at Foley

         18  Square.  The mission of my division is to restore

         19  historic buildings in a sensitive economic manner.

         20                 Another great interest of mine is

         21  modern landmarks. I completed a masters thesis on

         22  the conservation of Curtain Wall up at Columbia

         23  University, and this thesis focused on modern

         24  buildings which is the newest frontier of

         25  preservation, and modern landmarks are an issue that
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          2  our Commission has had to address and they will

          3  continue to be an issue as time marches on.  Because

          4  of my knowledge in this field, I feel that I can

          5  continue to make a contribution to the Commission in

          6  this special area as well as with traditional

          7  buildings.

          8                 I believe the Commission has made a

          9  difference, and I am willing to continue with the

         10  responsibility that I have been trusted with.  I

         11  have learned a great deal over the last nine and a

         12  half years, and continue to learn from working with

         13  my fellow commissioners, from the public who so

         14  generously take the time to come and testify every

         15  week at the hearings, and from every application.

         16                 I would be happy to continue sharing

         17  that knowledge in this very special position.  I

         18  will strive to make fair and reasonable decisions

         19  using my knowledge and professional experience and I

         20  believe that it is important to treat landmarks with

         21  respect and to make reasonable decisions in order to

         22  help applicants come up with creative solutions.

         23                 I would like to close by thanking the

         24  Committee for your interest in meeting me and to

         25  consider this reappointment. Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you very

          3  much, Ms. Gerner. Seeing no questions, we have our

          4  last candidate, Mr. Moore.

          5                 MR. MOORE: I don't need to be  --

          6                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE: Do you

          7  swear or affirm to tell the truth, the whole truth,

          8  and nothing but the truth?

          9                 MR. MOORE: Yes, I do.  Good

         10  afternoon, Chairman Reyna and Council Members.  My

         11  name is Chris Moore.  I currently reside in Brooklyn

         12  with my wife and two children, and I have been a

         13  member of the New York City Landmarks Preservation

         14  Commission since 1995.  I have lived in New York

         15  City since 1974, but before then I grew up in rural

         16  areas outside of the City, as a teenager, upstate in

         17  Pine Bush, and as a young child, I lived in Hillburn

         18  in Rockland County.

         19                 Though I lived in the country, I

         20  learned to love this City from my mother, Norma

         21  Defries (phonetic) Moore.  My mother is a Native

         22  American, 84 years old and healthy, and if she were

         23  here today, she would tell me Chris, don't forget

         24  the Indians. Through my mother, I am a descendant of

         25  the Lenape people who first inhabited this land then
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          2  know as the Lenapehoking, or the land of the Lenape.

          3    After some time, scientists tell us 14,000 years,

          4  my Lenape ancestors met, interacted and intermarried

          5  with the first Europeans who brought their culture

          6  to this island and renamed it New Amsterdam.  My

          7  early ancestors also were Africans who were brought

          8  here as slaves and who cleared the land for the

          9  early city. They widened the narrow native path that

         10  we today call Broadway. They built a wall across the

         11  island that we now call Wall Street. Our landmarks

         12  whether they are the original street of New

         13  Amsterdam, the African burial ground, or the later

         14  structures like Federal Hall which mark New York

         15  City as the first capital of the United States, or

         16  the historic Plymouth Church in Brooklyn Heights, or

         17  the Bridge Street Church in Downtown Brooklyn to

         18  places that mark the greatest human rights movement

         19  in American history, the abolition of slavery, our

         20  history is preserved.

         21                 Our landmarks are a national time

         22  line like the great commercial palaces in the

         23  Ladies' Mile District, the brownstones, classically

         24  styled banks and schools and the unique enclaves on

         25  Staten Island, Queens and the Bronx.  Historic
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          2  fabric can tell the story of not only architects,

          3  but of artists and immigration of changed over time.

          4    Our landmarks tell the story of the history of our

          5  city, our state and our nation.

          6                 My interest in the City, as I have

          7  stated, is largely personal.  It is also

          8  professional in that I am very lucky that much of my

          9  profession allows me to research and write about the

         10  history of our great City.  If at the end of the day

         11  we can walk through our City and see 14,000 years of

         12  history, I think we're doing a pretty good job.

         13  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Mr.

         15  Moore.  You are a landmark from your statement.  I

         16  can't imagine what many more stories you would be

         17  able to share with generations like mine.

         18                 I just wanted to mention that Mr.

         19  Tierney, Chair of the Landmarks Commission has sent

         20  his regards to this Committee. He could not be here

         21  today.  He is celebrating abroad his anniversary.

         22  We wish him well, but never the less, he wanted to

         23  just mention his highest regards to these appointees

         24  and to wish you the very best.

         25                 I wanted to just take the opportunity
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          2  to make the statement that this is a body that has

          3  the responsibility to represent a five- borough

          4  approach in the designation of preservations.  So

          5  with the comments that you have shared with us, your

          6  public service careers that you have commented as to

          7  have you have contributed to this great City, and

          8  your personal and professional experience is a

          9  testament to the role that you'll playing being

         10  reappointed, or appointed for the first time, to

         11  this Landmarks Commission.

         12                 I know that balancing what would be

         13  preservation and what most of us continue to grapple

         14  with, the development of this great City to make it

         15  so great, is one that becomes very difficult. I just

         16  wanted to hear any further comments concerning how

         17  would you help yourself continue to strike that

         18  balance.

         19                 You know there is a backlog of 15,000

         20  applications in the Landmarks Commission.  You have

         21  a hell of a lot of work before you in the next

         22  couple of years, and I hope that we can see movement

         23  as to decisions and the assistance of this Council

         24  having given it a budget allocation to assist the

         25  Commission in doing the research and designations is
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          2  proven to be what we would consider a real

          3  partnership.  So we want to work together with the

          4  Commission and we need your help in doing so as

          5  well.

          6                 If there is any comment, you can

          7  choose to do so, but I just wanted to make sure that

          8  I was able to express to you how we've heard from

          9  many New Yorkers throughout the five boroughs, and

         10  the bulk of the work continues to be the Borough of

         11  Manhattan, and let us not forget the Bronx, Staten

         12  Island, Queens and Brooklyn.

         13                 So without further comments, I know

         14  that a few Members wanted to state certain of their

         15  own comments to you as a panel, Council Member Katz

         16  and then Council Member Weprin and Council Member

         17  Dickens.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I was just

         19  studying the balance.  I mean I was looking at the

         20  appointments and where you are all from and I see

         21  Ms. Chapin is replacing a Manhattan person. So

         22  that's cool.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: That was no

         24  mistake.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I was looking to
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          2  see if it was made up in the other appointments, but

          3  I don't think it has been. So that's a good thing.

          4  So we do appreciate that, and on that note you may

          5  or may not know I'm Chair of the Land Use Committee

          6  of the City Council, and the Chair of the Landmarks

          7  Committee is probably in her fourth week of being a

          8  mother right now, her third or fourth week of being

          9  a mother to Lucas, and so we wish her well.  She is

         10  not able to be here today because of that.

         11                 But as we move forward in another two

         12  years or so that the Council has to serve, one of

         13  the biggest issues that has come up time and time

         14  again is the other boroughs besides Manhattan, and

         15  not only with the landmarking of individual

         16  buildings and trying to work with the Landmarks

         17  Commissioner, and Commissioner Tierney is very

         18  responsive to our requests to come out to the

         19  communities.  One of the issues we have though is

         20  getting landmarking outside of Manhattan, but the

         21  larger issue would be historic districts.  I was

         22  wondering if  --  It's really just thrown out there

         23   --  if anybody has experience in dealing with the

         24  historic districts outside of Manhattan whether it's

         25  Queens or Brooklyn, the Bronx or Staten Island, it
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          2  doesn't necessarily have to be Queens, but there has

          3  been a general argument that perhaps the Commission

          4  may just be a little Manhattan- centric.  So I was

          5  wondering if anybody had any comments on that.

          6  Don't all jump at once.

          7                 MR. BYRNS: Well I can just comment on

          8  one thing.  In the Bronx, I'm familiar with the

          9  first landmarking that occurred in Riverdale, which

         10  is maybe ten years ago, or twelve years ago, and

         11  that the person who worked on the landmarking worked

         12  for 20 years to get that district in place.  That

         13  was back in the dark ages when the outer boroughs

         14  really got very little attention.  There has been

         15  another new district in Fieldston in Riverdale which

         16  was contentious, but it went through, and it's been

         17  I think successful so far, but in my judgement,

         18  things have really turned around in Landmarks

         19  towards much more attention to the outer boroughs.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Okay.

         21                 MR. MOORE: I would just add that, as

         22  actually I wrote a few designation reports before my

         23  service on the Commission, it takes time, and in the

         24  outer boroughs it may be that you have to start much

         25  of your research right from scratch.  It's not sort
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          2  of cookie cutter way.  Twelve years ago they were

          3  saying there weren't as many --  I am going to get

          4  in trouble with this -  because they were saying

          5  there weren't as many landmarks above 96th Street,

          6  and we added some.  We haven't added enough, but

          7  it's --  Funding is very helpful because it does

          8  require research, and to get good research, you have

          9  to pay for it.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'll just throw

         11  out there that the other boroughs besides Manhattan,

         12  one of the things we consistently ask for on the

         13  Land Use Committee because it does come under our

         14  purview for the budget is a breakdown of what the

         15  Landmarks Commission spends in Manhattan, Queens,

         16  Brooklyn, Bronx and Staten Island individually.  The

         17  problem Landmarks has clearly is that they are not

         18  able to make those allocations because that's not

         19  the way their funding works, and City Planning

         20  clearly it comes from  --  There are different

         21  borough offices, and so we have consistently brought

         22  that up at the hearings, and really I am not asking

         23  you.  I am just throwing that out there as an issue

         24  just to be aware of.  The Commissioner is responsive

         25  to the questions on the budget all the time, but I
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          2  just want you to be aware going in to it that it is

          3  a question that sometimes comes up.  So if you guys

          4  want to tackle it after you get appointed, it would

          5  be great. Thank you very much.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Council

          7  Member Katz. Council Member Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair.  I also want to join Council Member

         10  Katz in praising the geographical diversity of the

         11  nominees today.  We often are critical of the fact

         12  that it's overly Manhattan- centric the nominees

         13  that we get before this Committee, and I guess it

         14  just happened to be today that we get five nominees

         15  from outside the borough of Manhattan, but I am

         16  particularly happy to see two nominees from Queens,

         17  and I would just like to state for the record my

         18  knowledge of one of the nominees for probably over

         19  30 years and that's Diana Chapin who has done a

         20  phenomenal job.  I know she goes back to my

         21  Congressman Benjamin Rosenthal some time in the

         22   '70's.  I actually was an intern for Congressman

         23  Rosenthal in 1976, and I think you may have been in

         24  the office at that point, and you went on to

         25  obviously a lot of public service in the City,
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          2  extensively in the Parks Department, but also in

          3  Department of Environmental Protection.  In each and

          4  every one of those positions, I know you've been an

          5  outstanding public servant, and I am very happy to

          6  see that you want to continue that public service

          7  here on the Landmarks Preservation Commission, and I

          8  know you are doing great work at the Queens

          9  Libraries as well.  So I just want to state for the

         10  record that I'm impressed with all the nominees, but

         11  in particular, Diana Chapin, and I want to thank her

         12  for her years of public service.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Council

         14  Member. Council Member Inez Dickens.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

         16  Madam Chair.  I know that since I am the only

         17  Council Member here from Manhattan, and that the

         18  candidate, Diana Chapin, is taking a Manhattan seat

         19  I might add, I might take exception to the fact that

         20  everyone is talking about Manhattan- centric, but

         21  however, congratulations in any case.

         22                 I wanted to first commend Mr. Moore

         23  because I am familiar with your work with Chamburg,

         24  and the African Burial Ground, which is where I

         25  became really aware of your work so I want to thank
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          2  you for your commitment and the work that you have

          3  done. In fact, that all of you have done to the

          4  preservation of New York City.

          5                 Mr. Byrns, I had a question

          6  particularly since I live in a White building, so I

          7  feel that we have something in common.  In answering

          8  one of the questions, you had said that you didn't

          9  know if there were any issues that needed to be

         10  addressed that could be implemented by the Landmarks

         11  on access of information.  I want to know have you

         12  had an opportunity to think about that particularly

         13  because frequently owners of landmark properties, or

         14  properties within historic districts, do feel that

         15  there is added cost if they have to renovate their

         16  buildings as part of the internet access because

         17  Landmark has greatly increased the internet access

         18  for information for owners?  As part of that

         19  information, has Landmark put on to that the tax

         20  incentives and/or, and I don't know if there are

         21  loans available for homeowners of landmarked

         22  properties and is that part of the internet access

         23  information?

         24                 MR. BYRNS: Okay there are a number of

         25  questions there.  I mean the answer to two of them
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          2  is no.  There are no grants or tax incentives that

          3  exist now to protect New York City landmarks.

          4  Although the idea of introducing tax incentives,

          5  which do exist in other states and other cities,

          6  would be a very welcome one from my perspective for

          7  New York City.

          8                 In the sense of saying that I don't

          9  know about the public's access to the Landmarks'

         10  process, as a Commissioner we tend to sit at

         11  hearings where information is presented to us, and

         12  we only sort of hear I think kind of the tip of the

         13  iceberg.  There are a lot of matters that are dealt

         14  with through the staff, and when I say I don't know,

         15  it's just that we don't deal with those staff

         16  issues.  So as far as how well that's doing, or the

         17  exact mechanism, I'm just ignorant on that.  So

         18  that's why I said I didn't know.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

         20  and I just want to take the opportunity to commend

         21  Chair Tierney because I had an opportunity to work

         22  with him on several projects, and he's been great to

         23  work with.  I also had raised the issue about

         24  diversity within the Board which he was willing to

         25  address because I knew of a former Chair, which was
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          2  Gene Norman, many, many years ago.  So I think Chair

          3  Tierney is doing a terrific job, and in fact, I

          4  think all of you are doing a great job.

          5                 MR. BYRNS: Do you live in Striver's

          6  Row?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Yes, I do.

          8                 MR. BYRNS: That block of McKim, Mead

          9  and White Houses it's almost my favorite block in

         10  the entire City.  It is fantastic.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: I'm glad to

         12  hear that.  It's a beautiful block, I might add to

         13  my colleagues.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Council

         15  Member Dickens.  That's probably because you live

         16  there.

         17                 I wanted to thank once again the work

         18  of the Committee staff from the counsel to the

         19  investigators and our intern.  We just have a

         20  fabulous team here who make this process, I hope, a

         21  pleasant one.  I know that it is invasive and the

         22  work you do is voluntary, but the work that you have

         23  been doing for those of you who have served on the

         24  Commission has been one of great service to this

         25  City, and Ms. Chapin, obviously this is not new to
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          2  you as far as the public service sector is

          3  concerned, but your new role in the Commission, once

          4  we vote, will be one that you can certainly add as

          5  an additional role of having served this great City.

          6                 I'd like to just excuse the

          7  candidates.  We will be moving into the public

          8  portion where we will give the opportunity to

          9  advocates and members of the public to speak, and

         10  then we will follow with a vote.

         11                 I have Members that want me to excuse

         12  them so that I will call for a vote and then we will

         13  proceed with  --  Council Member Comrie just went

         14  next door.  So if I can have Council Member Weprin

         15   --  Billy, if you could call  --

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         18  Thank you, Madam Chair.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Council Member

         20  Fidler

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

         22  Madam Chairwoman with apologies to the members of

         23  the public who are yet to testify. Doctor's orders,

         24  I have to get out of here and into bed, and I vote

         25  aye on all.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Council

          3  Member.

          4                 I'd like to call up to the table for

          5  testimony, Simeon Bankoff, Kate Wood and Rick Bell.

          6                 MR. BANKOFF: Good afternoon, Council

          7  Members.  I'm Simeon Bankoff, Executive Director of

          8  the Historic Districts Council.  HDC is the City-

          9  wide advocate for New York's historic neighborhoods.

         10    We are dedicated to the preservation of New York

         11  City's significant historic resources, to defending

         12  the integrity of the New York Landmarks Law and to

         13  furthering the preservation ethic.  We are honored

         14  to be testifying before the City Council on the

         15  important matter of Landmarks Commissioner

         16  appointments.

         17                 HDC feels strongly that sitting LPC

         18  Commissioners should be serving on unexpired terms

         19  for a multitude of fairly obvious reasons.  Long-

         20  time observers of the Commission will recall the

         21  public uproar 20 years ago around the reappointment

         22  of LPC Commissioner Anthony M. Tung, who served on

         23  the Landmarks Commission for seven years, but was

         24  not brought forward for reappointment by the Mayor

         25  after numerous instances of pro preservation
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          2  behavior.  Preservationists were deeply upset,

          3  articles were published on both sides of the issue,

          4  and the moral authority of the Landmarks

          5  Preservation Commission was badly damaged for

          6  several years as intimations of political pressure

          7  tarnished the perceptions of the agency's

          8  deliberations.  I make reference to this incidence

          9  simply to illustrate the importance of the decision

         10  the Council is making today and the importance of

         11  strongly and carefully considering the candidates

         12  that have been presented.

         13                 With regard to the four candidates

         14  for reappointment, HHC will make only the most

         15  general of comments as we're very familiar with

         16  their records of service to the City as

         17  Commissioners Gerner, Moore and Vengoechea have been

         18  serving on the LPC for my than a decade each, and

         19  Commissioner Byrns is by no means a new face to us

         20  as we have been seeing him seemingly every Tuesday

         21  since late 2004.  HHC commends all these volunteers

         22  for their service and dedication to the cause of

         23  preservation, even when we do not necessarily agree

         24  with every single one of their rulings.  They have

         25  all been extremely generous with their time, energy
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          2  and attention to the sometimes tedious but

          3  extraordinarily important task of determining the

          4  future of our City's past, and we want to thank them

          5  for it.  Our only suggestion for change or

          6  improvement is for every commissioner, that we

          7  implore all of the members of the Commission to

          8  continue to become more involved in publicly

          9  championing the preservation causes closest to their

         10  hearts, be they certain neighborhoods or certain

         11  types of buildings as was discussed in their

         12  testimony.  We feel it would only serve to build

         13  overall support for the preservation of our historic

         14  City to have outspoken advocates in government as

         15  well as alongside it. Even if it is felt that such

         16  activities would stretch propriety, we ask the

         17  Commissioners to reach out to the civic and

         18  community groups who are dedicated to preservation.

         19  There is much we can learn from you and building

         20  stronger partnerships will only benefit us all.

         21                 Before speaking about Ms. Chapin, in

         22  full disclosure it should be noted that I worked for

         23  the Historic House Trust from 1993- 1994 while Ms.

         24  Chapin was Deputy Commissioner for Planning and

         25  Capital Projects for the Parks Department, and a
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          2  member of the Board.  I do not recall any personal

          3  interaction with her, but the Historic House Office

          4  was under her chain of command at the time.

          5                 Ms. Chapin's resume and experiences

          6  bespeak a long and varied career in public service

          7  to the City of New York.  By all counts a skilled

          8  and dedicated public servant, there are certain

          9  instances which have been brought to our attention

         10  which cause vague concerns about her appointment to

         11  the Landmarks Preservation Commission.  Ms. Chapin

         12  was the Queens Borough Commission of Parks during

         13  the mid- 1980's when a very controversial plan was

         14  proposed to place a Grand Prix racetrack in Flushing

         15  Meadows- Corona Park.  Despite vociferous community

         16  opposition, the Parks Department eventually

         17  supported the plan which would have gravely damaged

         18  the park.  The plan was eventually abandoned when

         19  the funding fell apart under suspicious

         20  circumstances.  This incident was part of a greater

         21  backdrop of community concerns being overridden in

         22  Queens during the Manes Administration, but there

         23  are other occurrences during Ms. Chapin's tenure at

         24  the Department of Environmental Protection which

         25  also gave us pause.
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          2                 While Ms. Chapin was at DEP, there

          3  was a controversial plan for a water- filtration

          4  plant that was proposed for Van Cortlandt Park and

          5  eventually built despite protests of community

          6  members and some environmentalists.  This again

          7  indicates a certain stance with regards to the

          8  interplay between community residents and the

          9  municipal policy; a line which must be carefully

         10  tread in landmark deliberations where the line

         11  between public good and private interest is not

         12  necessarily as clear cut.

         13                 Finally, also while Ms. Chapin was at

         14  DEP, the agency strongly objected to the inclusion

         15  of the Jerome Park Reservoir on the New York State

         16  and National Register of Historic Places.  This is a

         17  troubling issue for HDC, as we feel that a

         18  prospective Landmarks Commissioner should not have

         19  been active as a City representative in trying to

         20  thwart preservation efforts.  To be fair, HDC was

         21  not directly involved in this issue, and it may be

         22  that we are working from incomplete information.  If

         23  that is the case, then we hope that new light can be

         24  shed upon this.

         25                 In conclusion, the Historic Districts
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          2  Council would like to thank the City Council for

          3  this opportunity to discuss these important matters,

          4  and we look forward to your deliberations. We also

          5  look forward to continuing to work with the Council

          6  and the Landmarks Commission in partnership to

          7  preserve our City's irreplaceable historic

          8  resources.

          9                 I included profiles of the four

         10  commissioners from old letters of our newsletter in

         11  our packets.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you very

         13  much.  Go ahead, Kate.

         14                 MS. WOOD: Thank you and good

         15  afternoon.  My name is Kate Wood.  I'm the Director

         16  of Landmark West.  I'm not here to testify for or

         17  against any of these individuals for appointment or

         18  reappointment to the Landmarks Preservation

         19  Commission.  My comments pertain primarily to

         20  process.

         21                 It is clear that Mayor Bloomberg

         22  submitted these names to the City Council in

         23  February 2007 in direct response to the lawsuit

         24  filed by the Citizens Emergency Committee to

         25  Preserve Preservation in December 2006.  The lawsuit
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          2  called on the Mayor to reappoint or replace without

          3  further delay all holdover members of the Landmarks

          4  Preservation Commission whose terms have expired

          5  rightfully arguing that, "Protracted delay in re-

          6  appointing or replacing Commissioners whose terms

          7  have expired has a negative and harmful effect on

          8  the Commission's independence and effectiveness;

          9  undermines the lawful functioning of City

         10  government; and circumvents checks and balances that

         11  are an essential component of popular democracy."

         12                 Two of the commissioners up for

         13  reappointment today have not had their terms renewed

         14  since 2001.  That's six years of waiting and

         15  wondering whether each vote on each matter of

         16  landmark designation or appropriateness would be

         17  their last.  And I know that Landmark West urges

         18  this Committee to be diligent in making sure that

         19  this negative and harmful holdover condition of

         20  eight out of 11 landmarks commissioners does not

         21  happen again.

         22                 Many of you will recall last year's

         23  controversial hearing on the appointment of real

         24  estate lobbyist, Margery Perlmutter, to the

         25  Commission.  At the end of that heated day- long
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          2  hearing, in an unprecedented show of opposition, ten

          3  Council Members voted against her appointment.  If

          4  the Mayor had made any real attempt to consult the

          5  preservation community in advance, that storm might

          6  have been avoided.  This year, again, the Mayor

          7  failed to reach out to preservationists about whom

          8  we would choose to be the guardians of our City's

          9  architectural heritage.

         10                 Fortunately, Council Member Tony

         11  Avella has taken the initiative to promote a set of

         12  commissioner qualifications based on knowledge,

         13  experience and independence.  We thank Council

         14  Member Avella.  We hope that this Committee will

         15  review those qualifications.  I do not know Diana

         16  Chapin well enough to testify on whether she meets

         17  these standards although I am concerned about some

         18  of the issues that have been raised by my colleague,

         19  Simeon Bankoff.  As for the four seasoned Landmarks

         20  Commissioners, they have the knowledge, they have

         21  the experience and after their reappointment, I hope

         22  they have the independence to speak up when the fate

         23  of our City's historic resources both designated

         24  landmarks and landmarks that should be are at stake.

         25  Thank you very much.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Ms.

          3  Bell  --  Ms. Wood.  I'm sorry.  Rick Bell.

          4                 MR. BELL: Hello.  It's a privilege to

          5  be here before the Committee on Rules, Privileges

          6  and Elections of the City Council on behalf of the

          7  American Institute of Architects.  My name is Rick

          8  Bell.  I'm Executive Director, and I am here to

          9  testify in favor of all of the individuals who are

         10  coming up for appointment or reappointment, or, in

         11  fact, have been appointed or reappointed. I didn't'

         12  prepare a statement in advance, and I'm sorry for

         13  that because I wasn't sure that public testimony

         14  would be accepted, but having been fortunate enough

         15  to attend many Landmarks Preservation Commission

         16  hearings since I became Executive Director of the

         17  American Institute of Architects New York Chapter, I

         18  have seen, as Kate just attested to, the knowledge

         19  and experience of all four of the current members

         20  who are being reappointed as well as in my opinion

         21  their independence, their ability to take

         22  independent action, to ask insightful questions and

         23  to bring new issues to bear on projects that are

         24  presented in ways that call out for independent

         25  thought.
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          2                 As a former municipal employee, I had

          3  been Assistant Commissioner at the Department of

          4  Design and Construction in charge of Architecture

          5  Engineering, I also had the great privilege of

          6  seeing Diana Chapin in action.  I know that she's

          7  professional, principled and conscientious, and I

          8  think she will be a great addition to the Landmarks

          9  Preservation Commission, and I look forward to

         10  hearing her analyze some of the issues that

         11  Landmarks West and the Historic Districts Council

         12  brings to bear.

         13                 I find that at the Landmarks

         14  Preservation Commission hearings I'm not always in

         15  agreement with Simeon or with Kate, but today I

         16  think we are all in agreement in saying that

         17  knowledge, experience and independence are critical,

         18  and I would extend that to say that the American

         19  Institute of Architects says that all five of these

         20  appointees to the Landmarks Preservation Commission

         21  have that in full measure.  Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you very

         23  much.  I just want to make sure that I'm

         24  understanding previous testimonies from Simeon and

         25  Kate.  You'd like to see reappointments, or not
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          2  reappointments.  I apologize.  You'd like to see all

          3  members of the Commission appointed, no holdovers.

          4                 MR. BANKOFF: Whenever physically

          5  possible and by the time line, yes, and I would like

          6  to also note that two of these terms are going to be

          7  expiring in June.  So I hope that we are going to be

          8  seeing them again in July.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Duly noted.  And

         10  we have a question or comment from Council Member

         11  Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I guess I'm a

         13  little unclear. I guess I'm trying to figure out

         14  what you guys think we're making the appointments

         15  and what standards you believe we're using, if for

         16  some reason we're calling upon a criteria of

         17  knowledge, experience and independence.  Normally

         18  that would pre- suppose that that criteria is not

         19  being used now.  And so my question is what is  --

         20  First of all, I haven't heard from Landmark West

         21  whether you do approve of the candidates or not.

         22  But second I guess the question really becomes what

         23  is the sense of the industry out there as to how

         24  these appointments are made if it's not made and

         25  confirmed by the Council because of their
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          2  experience, knowledge and independence?  And I think

          3  that's a fair question.

          4                 MS. WOOD: Yes, it's definitely a fair

          5  question.  Our goal and the goal of the Citizens

          6  Emergency Committee, which I mentioned, is to

          7  articulate those standards because I think as

          8  Council Member Reyna said in her opening comments at

          9  this point the Landmarks Law does not specify beyond

         10  representation from each borough and a few

         11  professional credentials that must be represented,

         12  but in terms of each appointment, there are not

         13  specified criteria.  So I think that the

         14  preservation community would like to be more

         15  involved with the City Council in working to

         16  establish those criteria so that the process is not

         17  as much of a mystery, frankly, as it is now.  I

         18  mentioned also that there was not consultation with

         19  the preservation community that I am aware of.

         20  You'll notice that there are two major City- wide

         21  preservation groups, the Municipal Arts Society and

         22  the New York Landmarks Conservancy that aren't even

         23  here today.  The Fine Arts Federation, which they do

         24  have an official role in the process.  They are not

         25  here today.  So I don't know how the names that were
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          2  submitted to the City Council made their way to the

          3  City Council, and I'm not saying that the City

          4  Council has not been interacting with preservation

          5  community because that is clear.  There is a very

          6  solid working relationship  --

          7                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA:  Council Member

          8   --  I'm sorry, Kate.  I just wanted to express the

          9  fact that for the record, the Fine Arts Federation,

         10  every appointment that's regarded concerning

         11  Landmarks or the Arts Commission, they are invited.

         12  And if they choose not to come, that's their

         13  absence, but not because they were not reached out

         14  to.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Sure.  Thank

         16  you.  And I guess you should know that I agree with

         17  you wholeheartedly on that.  I mean one of the

         18  biggest arguments I've had myself, and I can't speak

         19  for the Committee, is that sometimes agencies don't

         20  talk to the civics or to the communities that might

         21  be able to give opinions, and I think that is very

         22  smart for everybody's point of view, but it was

         23  really a different question, which was I guess  --

         24  My question really becomes if there is a group of

         25  civic associations or advocacy groups that are
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          2  asking for something because I have great respect

          3  for advocacy groups.  I truly do, and I think that

          4  they teach us a lot as we go through and pass

          5  legislation.  When they ask for something normally

          6  it's because it's devoid of that criteria or issue

          7  in the Council.  So I guess I was more just asking

          8  there must be a sense out there on how these

          9  appointments are made if there is a sense out there

         10  that needs to be criteria specifically of knowledge,

         11  experience and independence because every time

         12  someone comes here, especially as the Chair of the

         13  Land Use Committee, I mean the first thing we talk

         14  about is experience and their knowledge and whether

         15  or not they could actually make decisions based on

         16  their own experience even if they disagree with the

         17  Mayor.  So I guess I was trying to get a sense. I'm

         18  not going to put anybody on the hook.  I just wanted

         19  to throw that out there.  There should be examples

         20  when people say things like that that it's not

         21  working, and maybe the view of the industry is that

         22  since a lot of folks have gotten reappointed or

         23  appointed that that's the example.  That may be, and

         24  that's a fair comment too.  So I was just seeing if

         25  anybody had any thoughts.
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          2                 MR. BELL: Well I don't purport to

          3  speak for the entire industry, but we do have 4,200

          4  architect members here in Manhattan, and I guess by

          5  hint of that I am Manhattan- centric.  I don't

          6  regret the loss of the seat.  There was a lot of

          7  discussion at a previous hearing.  I think people

          8  have to have a larger view, a City- wide view.  Even

          9  though Landmarks Preservation Commission deals with

         10  historic districts, and finite structures, anyone

         11  appointed to it in the future, presently today, and

         12  in the past has to be able to have an independence

         13  of spirit based on their education, their

         14  experience, their formation, the work that they've

         15  achieved already in their careers to bring their

         16  knowledge to some very thorny decisions, and I think

         17  if we were speaking bluntly, we'd say those

         18  decisions overlap with a lot of different parts of

         19  the industry including real estate, including

         20  interactions with other regulatory agencies.

         21                 I think what was heartening was to

         22  hear all the good things that were said by various

         23  members of the Council about the current appointees

         24  and that's what you're here to consider, not

         25  necessarily changes in processes that will go
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          2  forward to assuring that good practice, which has

          3  been in my opinion the case in every instance in

          4  recent memory.  My memory only goes so far back as

          5  the time I used to represent DGS in front of the

          6  Landmarks Preservation Commission on occasion.  If

          7  you look at the current composition not only of the

          8  members who are here being reappointed but other

          9  members of the Landmarks Preservation Commission,

         10  Jan Pokorny who was a professor of mine at

         11  architecture school, and others currently on it, I

         12  think they're unchallengeable in terms of all those

         13  criteria.  How do you codify that?  Who codifies it?

         14    Can City Council do that in a way that going

         15  forward becomes more effective?

         16                 I, for one speaking for my part of

         17  the industry, think that the Landmarks Preservation

         18  Commission is doing a good job and sheparding not

         19  only the protection of the City's legacy, but also

         20  talking about a city that is growing and changing

         21  and dealing with the definition on a day- to- day

         22  basis, or a week- by week, biweekly basis of what is

         23  appropriate in historic districts for a city that's

         24  growing and changing.  Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Well said.  All
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          2  right.  Thank you.  I honestly was just trying to

          3  get a read on what the advocacy groups felt that was

          4  missing because clearly if you call on something,

          5  you feel that it's missing out there.  I like I said

          6  as the Chair of the Land Use Committee at least when

          7  these appointments come up before us try to take

          8  very seriously my responsibility and our

          9  responsibility in making sure that they truly are

         10  qualified candidates, and we have been very tough on

         11  some of the candidates that we felt needed

         12  questioning.  So I thank you, and if there's any

         13  further suggestions on that, and I agree with you

         14  that we should get involved more with the advocacy

         15  groups on the appointment level as we move forward.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Council

         17  Member Katz. I have reached out to the Historic

         18  District as Chair of this Committee and continue to

         19  leave an open- door opportunity for any

         20  recommendations.  This is a working relationship,

         21  and if I don't hear from you then it's hard for me

         22  to assume that there is anything out there that has

         23  not been turned over to whether or not to make

         24  decisions on how to improve the process.

         25                 You know again I'd like to just state
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          2  for the record that if there is an opportunity for

          3  your circles of members that are interested in

          4  serving the City of New York to please communicate

          5  that because it's not easy looking for qualified

          6  candidates.  As much as I thought it was, we've been

          7  bumping our heads and trying to reach out to

          8  communities of professionals that experience a host

          9  of different areas, not just a trade association. So

         10  I'd imagine that you've experienced the same thing,

         11  and not everyone wants to sit on a board with

         12  countless hours of commitment on these types of

         13  voluntary roles with an invasive process of having

         14  to screen them and making sure that they're going to

         15  be upheld with the highest integrity.  So I hope

         16  that this is just the beginning of the last two

         17  members to be appointed to serve a full three- year

         18  term.  Thank you.

         19                 MR. BANKOFF: Thank you very much, and

         20  we really do appreciate the openness from your

         21  office and also all the support City Council has

         22  been giving preservation both in this and with that

         23  wonderful grant that you gave the LPC.  Honestly, on

         24  a personal level, God bless these commissioners for

         25  giving up all their Tuesdays in perpetuity.  It's
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          2  not easy, and I don't really envy them the task, and

          3  we are very appreciative of their service for the

          4  City.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: We have Lo Van der

          6  Valk, Susan Nial, Shams Tarek, and for the sake of

          7  not leaving this young lady behind, Linda Eskenas.

          8  Thank you.  If you can begin Mr. Lo Van der Valk.

          9                 MR. VAN DER VALK: Chairman Reyna and

         10  Committee Members, my name is Lo Van der Valk.  I'm

         11  President of Carnegie Hill Neighbors.  We're a local

         12  preservation group that is also concerned about

         13  preservation issues and also quality- of- life

         14  issues.  We're very pleased that the process of

         15  evaluating candidates for the Commission is going

         16  forward, and that it is being resumed.  I think that

         17  the dialogue that's occurring here is extremely

         18  useful, and is in itself already a focus on the

         19  challenges involved.

         20                 I want to say upfront that we support

         21  the five candidates placed before you, and we think

         22  that going forward it will be very useful to find

         23  ways of eliciting the opinions of the wider

         24  community.  I know that that mechanism is very

         25  difficult and I appreciate greatly your statement
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          2  that it's very difficult to find qualified people

          3  that are willing to commit so much of their time to

          4  this effort.  We do commend the Commission for the

          5  people that it has been able to draw to this effort,

          6  and we work closely with the Commission, and we

          7  value that relationship.  It's made a huge

          8  difference in our community.  It cannot be stressed

          9  enough that the Landmarks Commission, and the

         10  volunteer groups working in tandem with the

         11  Commission, have made a great difference in this

         12  City, and anything that we can do to strengthen that

         13  teamwork with your support obviously because without

         14  the City Council support this effort could not be

         15  maintained.  So we think that the process is going

         16  forward, and we are all more sensitized to it and we

         17  applaud it.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you.

         19                 MS. NIAL: My name is Susan Nial.  I'm

         20  not here representing any organized group.  I'm just

         21  here for myself, and my experience with the

         22  Commission I guess has been somewhat different than

         23  the organized groups because when I attended

         24  meetings relating to items going on in my community,

         25  I found the Commission unresponsive and

                                                            53

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  untransparent.  That's really my concern.  While on

          3  paper they may sound wonderful, and they did sound

          4  wonderful today, the reaction of the Commission was

          5  to exclude community members from consultation while

          6  owners and developers received that kind of

          7  consultation.

          8                 So my concern is a way, a process if

          9  you will, a commitment, perhaps a written

         10  commitment, that members of the Commission will in

         11  fact interact with the community in the same way

         12  that they interact with owners and developers.  I've

         13  heard at these meetings that the process is

         14  applicant driven, and in many cases, the community

         15  members are the applicants, and yet it's the owners

         16  who have the private meetings with the Commission

         17  members.

         18                 So I would ask, first of all, that

         19  Commissioners be appointed.  It's nice to have

         20  professional qualifications, and I don't disagree

         21  with that, but that they also have strong ties to

         22  the communities, and not to developers, that they

         23  make a commitment, a written one, to stay out of

         24  lobbying with regard to the Commission, and without

         25  engaging with develops where that Commission
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          2  membership gives them a leg up if you will with

          3  regard to getting jobs and funding.  This is of deep

          4  concern I think to many people, and when I say

          5  written commitment, I think that when you make a

          6  written commitment not to go through a revolving

          7  door, not to be overly chummy with developers, it

          8  tends to focus your mind on the kind of commitment

          9  you're making to the community.              While I

         10  thank them for their service and their time, I

         11  understand that there are benefits with being a

         12  member and being an ex- member of the Commission.

         13  So I would simply ask the City Council to be mindful

         14  of those issues and to push these Commissioners to

         15  make a commitment to transparency and to

         16  relationships with the community, not just the

         17  advocacy groups, but the individual people that live

         18  in the community because the loss of buildings, the

         19  loss of City- scape and skyline is just not exoteric

         20  and aesthetic rather it deals with human beings,

         21  human feeling and environment.  It deals with

         22  stability and cohesion, and that all goes to making

         23  the City livable, not just for the wealthy, but for

         24  small business man, the small homeowner and

         25  individuals who live here and go to school here.  So
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          2  I'd ask you to do that, and ask you to remind the

          3  Commissioners of that issue.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Ms.

          5  Nial.  Shams Tarek.

          6                 MR. TAREK: Thank you.  My name is

          7  Shams Tarek.  I'm here representing State Senator

          8  John Sabini who is in Albany for session of the

          9  State Senate, and he wishes he could have been here.

         10  He sent me in his place with written and oral

         11  testimony.  This is a letter from him, and I will

         12  read that letter.

         13                 Good afternoon, Chairwoman Reyna and

         14  members of the Committee on Rules.  I hope all is

         15  well with you, my former colleague and the members

         16  of your panel.

         17                 I wanted to urge your favorable

         18  consideration of M 546; the appointment of my

         19  constituent, the Honorable Diana Chapin to the

         20  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         21                 As the former Chair of the

         22  Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and

         23  Maritime Uses of the Council's Land Use Committee, I

         24  am acutely aware of the importance LPC has on the

         25  aesthetics and preservation of New York's history.
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          2  Under Chairman Robert B. Tierney, the LPC has

          3  accelerated its actions beyond Manhattan and

          4  Brownstone Brooklyn to take a broader view of the

          5  City.  That is a positive step.  The appointment of

          6  Diana Chapin will be another positive step.  I have

          7  known Diana for 35 years and have always appreciated

          8  her scholarly knowledge and common sense.

          9                 Diana's home town of Benton Harbor,

         10  Michigan also produced wrestling great, Bobo Brazil,

         11  and basketball legend, Chet Walker, but she was

         12  shrewd enough to eventually find her way to New York

         13  City to settle in Jackson Heights with her late

         14  husband, Dr. James B. Chapin.  Together, they raised

         15  two wonderful sons, James and David while carrying

         16  on successful professional careers.

         17                 Diana was elected by the Democrats of

         18  Jackson Heights, Woodside, East Elmhurst and Long

         19  Island City as a Democratic District Leader in 1972.

         20    She also served as a Delegate to the Democratic

         21  National Convention in Miami that year  She has

         22  served in high ranking positions in the Mayoral

         23  Administrations of Mayors Koch, Dinkins, Giuliani

         24  and Bloomberg.  In 1978, Diana was appointed

         25  Assistant Commissioner of the Department of Parks
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          2  and Recreation under Commissioner Gordon Davis

          3  during the Koch Administration.  Later she became

          4  the first Queens Parks Commissioner in the newly

          5  decentralized Department.  Eventually, she rose to

          6  become First Deputy Parks Commissioner.  During the

          7  Giuliani Administration, she served as First Deputy

          8  Commissioner of Buildings, and later in the same

          9  rank at the Department of Environmental Protection.

         10  Her experience at Buildings will be quite relevant

         11  if approved to her new role.  Most recently, she has

         12  led the Queens Borough Public Library Foundation.

         13                 Diana Chapin resides in the Jackson

         14  Heights Historic District and has watched the

         15  benefits that have evolved in the neighborhood since

         16  its designation in 1993.  She has promised to

         17  continue to look at historically and architecturally

         18  viable locations for future landmarks and historic

         19  districts throughout all five boroughs.

         20                 Diana Chapin is a wonderful public

         21  servant and deserves your favorable consideration as

         22  a member to the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         23                 MS. ESKENAS: Hello.  Linda Eskenas,

         24  the North Shore Waterfront Greenbelt, the

         25  Preservation League of Staten Island and the Four
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          2  Boroughs Neighborhood Preservation Alliance.  We

          3  would hope that the Landmarks Commission, no matter

          4  who they are, recognize their responsibility to save

          5  our historic communities, and our American legacy,

          6  and vote always not to destroy them.

          7                 On Staten Island, a beautiful intact

          8  Greek revival house, 1850, and a house from 1790, as

          9  well as many others, were destroyed because a

         10  builder wanted them destroyed.  The Landmarks

         11  Preservation Commission voted to destroy this houses

         12  and others. When this happens, this is a loss not

         13  only of our American legacy and heritage, but the

         14  loss to the community because these places are the

         15  cornerstone of the community and the future of the

         16  people who have fought for it and believed in it

         17  during constant assaults on it as we have seen in

         18  recent years from developers and builders. It

         19  represents a permanent loss to people who have hung

         20  in there to see their communities destroyed.  It is

         21  a loss to New York City, and those yet unborn for

         22  the benefit of predatory builders who are bringing

         23  this City down on our heads.

         24                 Whoever the Landmarks Commissioners

         25  are, they must see and recognize their duty to
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          2  protect these sites, to protect and preserve them,

          3  to protect our historic homes in all the boroughs,

          4  not just Manhattan.  There is a lack of

          5  understanding and appreciation for woodframe houses

          6  in Staten Island and other boroughs, and this is

          7  extremely dangerous.  We hear the word altered, its

          8  too altered.  Well its not too altered.  I mean many

          9  houses and buildings have been made into storefronts

         10  and have some pretty ugly signage and so forth and

         11  they're not called altered. There are about five

         12  points I would just like to quickly bring up in

         13  regard to this.  We must people that recognize there

         14  is a place in Brooklyn.  It's called Duffield

         15  Street, and that place is a proven underground

         16  railroad site.  This is most, most important that it

         17  be preserved, and it is all of our responsibility in

         18  particular, of course, the Landmarks Commission.   Also

         19  , of course, tax incentives.  We've lost billions of

         20  dollars giving tax incentives to developers who do

         21  not pay taxes for 20 to 25 years, but if a fraction

         22  of that was given to individual homeowners to bring

         23  back their communities and not see them destroyed

         24  what a city we would have because our City is made

         25  up of these communities that have grown up
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          2  organically over 200 years, and these represent the

          3  people.  That's what our City is.  Opportunities

          4  also  --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Ms. Eskenas, if

          6  you can end your statement.

          7                 MS. ESKENAS: Yes.  The speaker on my

          8  far left  -- The idea of finding solutions by the

          9  Landmarks Preservation Commission meeting with the

         10  community, with the people, with the communities

         11  involved to find solutions for various problems and

         12  to preserve our history, historic sites.  Right now

         13  they meet with the builder.  They develop

         14  relationships with the builder and this, of course,

         15  has resulted in tragedies.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Ms Eskenas, I need

         17  your cooperation here.

         18                 MS. ESKENAS: And you have it.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: The clock already

         20  rang.  Did you wrap up?

         21                 MS. ESKENAS: I did.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Okay.  Fantastic.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 MS. ESKENAS: Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you to the
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          2  panel for your statements.  I'd like to call a vote.

          3    The Speaker is on her way up.  Billy, you can take

          4  the roll.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Reyna

          6                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: I vote aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          9  much, Madam Chair.  I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         12  explain my vote.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: You may do so.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.  I

         15  want to apologize to the five candidates.  I had a

         16  concurring meeting of the Consumer Affairs Committee

         17  that unexpectedly ran long.  So I was not able to

         18  hear your specific comments.  Having served as

         19  former Chair to the Commission, I know that I've had

         20  an opportunity to look at the four returning

         21  members, and I want to congratulate them on their

         22  reappointments.  I have known Diana Chapin for maybe

         23  15 years since she was first working as a Parks

         24  Commissioner, and in her capacity specifically in

         25  the Libraries and then the Parks. I've always
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          2  thought that she was a person of substance, a person

          3  that was honest and open with her opinions.  Even

          4  when you didn't agree with her, you knew what she

          5  thought and where she stood on a particular issue,

          6  and that's a typical New Yorker.  I respected her

          7  opinions even when I didn't necessarily agree with

          8  them.  I thought she was a stand up person, and I

          9  think that her abilities to discern the information

         10  necessary to serve as the public individual on the

         11  Landmarks Commission will give them a real

         12  opportunity to look at things from many different

         13  perspectives.  I think she will make a strong

         14  addition, and therefore I strongly vote aye on all.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: I was thinking of

         24  throwing a curve ball and maybe going aye on some

         25  and   --  No.  Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: A vote of nine in the

          3  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions.

          4  All items have been adopted. Members please sign the

          5  Committee Reports.  Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: I'd like to

          7  request the roll open.  I'd like to congratulate all

          8  the appointees.  We just have one last speaker.

          9  Barbara, can you turn it  --

         10                 MS. SKINNER: Okay.  Madam Chairwoman,

         11  my name is Barbara Skinner.  I am a part- time

         12  resident in Brooklyn, California and New Jersey.  My

         13  family has a landmark home in Brooklyn, and I'm here

         14  to bring something to your attention in regards to

         15  the feelings of a lot of the native Brooklynites in

         16  regards to the Landmarks Commission.  Right now,

         17  there are several critical issues happening, not

         18  only the Atlantic Yards which is something very

         19  urgent for your attention.  The Landmarks Commission

         20  did not do due diligence in their duty to decide on

         21  the historic importance of many of the buildings

         22  along Pacific and Atlantic Avenue.

         23                 In addition to that in regards to the

         24  Brooklyn Navy Yard, I know all of the Admiral Houses

         25  are in terrible disrepair and are supposedly going
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          2  to be torn down.  The Brooklyn Navy Yard is

          3  incredibly important to the history of this country.

          4  It's where the big mo was built.  That is where the

          5  peace treaty for World War II was signed.  We are

          6  really in need of more money from the Capital Budget

          7  to help Brooklyn.  The Fort Greene Martyrs Monument

          8  in Fort Greene Park is the single largest

          9  Revolutionary Was crypt in this nation.  It is the

         10  first Prisoner of War site in this country.  It is

         11  the oldest City park in this nation. The Martyrs

         12  Monument was designed by Stanford White.  It was

         13  dedicated in 1908 by President Taft.  This monument

         14  needs $50 million dollars to be renovated.  It needs

         15  to be a national shrine.  This predates 9/11 by 250

         16  years.  You wouldn't have 9/11, if you didn't have

         17  the suffering of these heroes on the bottoms of

         18  these prison ships in Brooklyn, and this park has

         19  been sadly forgotten.  They don't have the funds to

         20  maintain it.  We need your help.  We need the help

         21  of the Landmarks Commission.  We need the help of

         22  New York City.  This is one of this country's most

         23  revered hallowed sacred grounds, and those are the

         24  words of David McCullagh.  He was a very well known

         25  historian regarding the American Revolution and he
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          2  came to dedicate or rather recognize this park about

          3  six months ago.  So I'm just here to say that please

          4  do not forget us in Brooklyn.  We do not have the

          5  money that we need to maintain our historic sites.

          6  This particular park has been in disgraceful

          7  disrepair for over 50 years, and it is one of the

          8  most important sites in this nation. Now we are

          9  looking at Forest City Ratner who is coming into

         10  Brooklyn.  He wants to build highrises.  Brooklyn in

         11  the borough of churches.  We did not even want to be

         12  part of Manhattan.  We are a separate city, and we

         13  are being mistreated and forgotten.  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON REYNA: Thank you, Ms.

         15  Skinner.  This meeting is now adjourned.  Thank you

         16  so much.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 3:06 p.m.)
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