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          1  COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN:  Good morning.

          3  I'd like to call this hearing to order.  My name is

          4  Erik Martin Dilan, and I am the chair of the Housing

          5  and Building's Committee.  Today the Committee will

          6  consider two sets of companion bills.  One set of

          7  bills relating to and helping maintain affordable

          8  housing in the form of our City's Mitchell-Lama

          9  developments; the other set of legislation is to

         10  improve safety for the use of suspended scaffolding,

         11  and is legislation that came out of the

         12  Administration's Scaffolding Task Force.

         13                 The first two bills would expand the

         14  eligibility of certain Mitchell-Lama developments to

         15  receive benefits pursuant to the J51 tax program.

         16  These bills are Intros. 203 and 204.  They would

         17  amend the administrative code of the City of New

         18  York, in relation to the tax exemption and abatement

         19  for alterations and improvement to multiple

         20  dwellings.

         21                 Very briefly, Intro 203 would permit

         22  Mitchell-Lamas to obtain J51 tax benefits, even if

         23  an improvement or alteration is financed by a grant,

         24  loan or subsidy from any state, federal or local

         25  agency, provided that the Mitchell-Lama contracts
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          2  remain in the Mitchell-Lama program for 15 years.

          3  State-enabling legislation was enacted to permit

          4  this body to pass this legislation.

          5                 Intro 204 would permit Mitchell-Lama

          6  cooperatives and condominiums, with an assessed

          7  value of greater than $40,000 per dwelling unit, to

          8  be eligible to obtain J51 tax benefits.  Also again,

          9  provided that the Mitchell-Lama contracts remain in

         10  the program for approximately 15 years.

         11                 Presently, this category of

         12  Mitchell-Lama developments cannot receive J51 tax

         13  benefits.  However, State legislation also was

         14  enacted to permit this legislative body to adopt

         15  this measure.

         16                 The next three bills are designed to

         17  improve suspended scaffolding safety.  And again,

         18  they came out of the Administration's Scaffolding

         19  Task Force, Intros 522, 523 and 524A. And briefly,

         20  522 would require that any suspended scaffold be

         21  inspected on a daily basis before it is used, and

         22  that a record of these inspections be kept at the

         23  job site and made available for DOB to review.

         24                 Proposed Intro 523A will require 24

         25  hour prior notification to DOB before installing or
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          2  using certain suspended scaffolds.  These are

          3  scaffolds that are hung from c-hooks, or outrigger

          4  beams on a building.  The bill also establishes a

          5  new $35 fee per notification on use of a c-hook, to

          6  DOB.  Civil penalties for those who violate the

          7  notification requirement and default penalties for

          8  those who have failed to appear before the

          9  Environmental Control Board, the Commissioner of

         10  Buildings, would be mandated to issue a stop work

         11  order, if notice was not provided in accordance with

         12  the provisions of this bill, and if either, one, the

         13  rigger is not licensed, two, the workers lack

         14  certificates of fitness, or three, the rigger failed

         15  to file with DOB a satisfactory evidence of the

         16  required insurance, and/or bond.

         17                 And finally, Intro 524A establishes

         18  new penalties against any licensed rigger, or person

         19  performing the functions and duties of a licensed

         20  rigger, who violates the license requirement,

         21  liability insurance or bond requirements, or the

         22  worker's compensation requirements in the Code, or

         23  fails to insure that the workers have certificates

         24  of fitness, that are mandated to DOB rules, or any

         25  person who violates the general provisions and
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          2  standards for suspended scaffolds.  The bill

          3  provides for immediate suspensions of a rigger's

          4  license, when the said violations occur.

          5                 This is the second hearing we've had

          6  on all these items.  Just very briefly, I'd like to

          7  ask all the members to support these items and at

          8  this time I'd like to ask the clerk to call the

          9  roll.  We will couple all the bills together.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Dilan.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: I vote aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: A vote of seven in the

         25  affirmative, zero in the negative and no
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          2  abstentions.  All items have been adopted.  Members,

          3  please sign the Committee report.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: Yes, we are going

          5  to keep the roll open.  I know there are some

          6  members in meetings.  Some may be, well leadership

          7  is here, but there are some members in meetings and

          8  floating around.  We're going to keep the roll open

          9  to allow them a chance to come in and vote before we

         10  adjourn the hearing.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON DILAN: Go ahead, Billy.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         13  Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         16  eight in the affirmative.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Mendez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Permission to

         19  explain my vote?  Thank you.

         20                 I vote yes on all matters, but

         21  particularly in the bills dealing with the J51, I

         22  really would like this Committee to go back and look

         23  at these issues, to make sure that they are really

         24  incentivizing for Mitchell-Lamas to stay in the

         25  program.  Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote is nine in

          3  the affirmative, zero negative, zero abstentions.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Councilwoman Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ten in the

          7  affirmative, zero negative, zero abstentions.

          8                 Councilman White.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         11  11 in the affirmative, no negative and no

         12  abstentions.  And the vote is closed.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 12:29 p.m.)
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