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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Everybody

          3  please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

          4                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

          7  sir.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

          9  present. Everyone please rise for the invocation to

         10  be delivered by Rabbi Jonathan Glass.

         11                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         12  City Council, in a few short days we will once again

         13  commemorate the great life of a man who was able to

         14  effect enormous positive change with an exclusively

         15  non-violent method. Dr. Martin Luther King's legacy

         16  is especially relevant in a time when it seems that

         17  only violence can solve the intractable challenges

         18  of our time.

         19                 We besiege the Almighty for the same

         20  guidance, inspiration and courage that helps see him

         21  and his generation through their rocky waters, and

         22  may the Council of the City of New York be the

         23  vanguard of this valiant effort to bring a new day

         24  to our troubled world.

         25                 Amen.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

          3  Member Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I move to

          5  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          7                 Adoption of the minutes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if I could ask my

         10  colleagues to stand for a moment, please?

         11                 First, before we have a moment of

         12  silence, I want to share with everyone some good

         13  news, which is that Council Member Joe Addabbo and

         14  his wife Dawn have another daughter. Her name is

         15  Ariana Nicole. She weighs eight pounds three ounces

         16  and Ariana, Dawn and Joe and the new big sister are

         17  all doing very well. So, we wanted to share the good

         18  news.

         19                 Unfortunately, I also have some sad

         20  news to share which is that our former colleague

         21  Andy Lanza's mother, Marian Lanza, who was 66 passed

         22  away on January 4th. I wanted to just share a little

         23  bit about Mrs. Lanza with all of us. She was born in

         24  Brooklyn, where she graduated from Lafayette High

         25  School. She met her husband of 43 years, Peter, on
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          2  Valentine's Day in 1962, and they were married in

          3  April of 1963. In 1964, they moved to Great Kills on

          4  Staten Island, where they raised their three

          5  children.

          6                 Andy Lanza told the Advance to say

          7  she lived for the kids, not just us, but especially

          8  the grandchildren is an understatement. Even when

          9  ill, she would tease her kids, "oh, I'm not feeling

         10  well, I'm getting weak, better bring the kids over

         11  now."

         12                 In a conversation they recently had

         13  at the hospital, Marian Lanza told Andrew, "You know

         14  why I love kids? Because all kids are born with

         15  greatness. As life goes on they forget that, but if

         16  you shower them with love, they will never forget

         17  it."

         18                 In addition to her husband Peter,

         19  Marian Lanza is survived by Andrew and two

         20  daughters, Susan and Nancy, seven grandchildren and

         21  four sisters.

         22                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         25                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor?
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA:

          4  Communications from City, County and Borough

          5  Offices.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          7                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

          8  Communications.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

         11  Call-Ups.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         14  from the Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         16                 Today we are voting on the siting of

         17  over 2,000 new high school and middle school seats

         18  in the Bronx, in Mott Haven, in Council Member Maria

         19  Arroyo's district.

         20                 And as some of us I'm sure remember,

         21  this siting has not been without controversy and

         22  without concern. That is why at the request of the

         23  Council, the siting was withdrawn 30 days ago and

         24  resubmitted.

         25                 Those 30 days were used to try to
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          2  address the concerns of Council Member Arroyo, the

          3  Bronx Borough President, and community residents and

          4  leaders in the area. And the fact that we are able

          5  today to vote on 2,000 new high school and middle

          6  school seats in the Bronx, in a building which will

          7  be a state-of-the-art educational campus, that we're

          8  able to vote on these sitings knowing that where we

          9  build this school will have the level of

         10  environmental clean-up it needs, that we're able to

         11  vote on these 2,000 seats knowing we've addressed

         12  the transportation and traffic concerns, that we've

         13  addressed the concerns about school safety, that

         14  we've also raised and are going to be able to say

         15  very soon that we have changed the process by which

         16  we cite schools in the City of New York, that shows

         17  that we used these 30 days well, and that we lived

         18  up to our responsibility to find places for the

         19  children of New York City to go to school, but also

         20  lived up to our Land Use responsibility of making

         21  sure that community voices are heard in the Land Use

         22  process, and that we also lived up to our

         23  responsibility to make sure that when we build

         24  schools, we build them in the safest way we possibly

         25  can. We would not have gotten to this point if it
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          2  wasn't for the focused and unyielding leadership of

          3  Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo.

          4                 Council Member Arroyo clearly and

          5  effectively raised the concerns of her community,

          6  but in doing so she also made the point that the

          7  fact that her community felt unheard was not

          8  something unique to her community, that in fact is

          9  something many of us can say has happened in our own

         10  districts when schools have been sited. And when she

         11  was fighting for changes in this siting, she made

         12  sure we got a commitment from the Administration for

         13  more systemic change, a commitment to work with the

         14  Council on a new process for communication when

         15  schools are sited. I want to thank her for her

         16  leadership for her own district, but for being such

         17  a great leader that she raised issues on behalf of

         18  all 50 of her other colleagues in that process.

         19                 I also want to thank the Chair of the

         20  Bronx Delegation Maria Baez for her leadership on

         21  this matter. She was there every time we needed to

         22  go to her for advice and support. I also want to

         23  thank the Bronx Borough President, Adolfo Carrion,

         24  for all of his work on this issue.

         25                 You know, these 30 days, many of them
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          2  were over the holiday season and during that time,

          3  the Chair of the Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz

          4  and Chair of the Subcommittee, Jessica Lappin,

          5  continued to work side-by-side with Maria Arroyo to

          6  make sure that during those 30 days we got this plan

          7  modified in a way that met the community's needs and

          8  I want to thank both Melinda and Jessica for that.

          9                 I also want to thank Councilwoman

         10  Helen Foster whose district abuts this area for her

         11  work and her accessibility during this process. I

         12  want to thank the Land Use staff, in particular,

         13  Gail Benjamin for their work, I want to thank Donna

         14  DeCostanzo, and Dan Avery, the two terrific staff to

         15  our Environmental Protection Committee, for their

         16  work on this issue.

         17                 I also want to thank the Bloomberg

         18  Administration for hearing us when we said we needed

         19  more time. And for hearing that we were going to use

         20  that time constructively, and for working with us

         21  extraordinarily closely during those 30 days and to

         22  being open, to hearing criticism, not walking away

         23  from the table but staying at the table to fix the

         24  process.

         25                 In particular, I want to thank Deputy
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          2  Mayor Dennis Walcott, and everyone in his staff, the

          3  folks at the Department of Education, and the School

          4  Construction Authority, also Haeda Mihaltses and

          5  everyone in the House of Legislative Affairs.

          6                 Lastly, and certainly not least, I

          7  want to thank our Chief of Staff Chuck Meara for his

          8  work on this issue. And I can say without a doubt

          9  that if it wasn't for Chuck Meara and Maria Arroyo,

         10  we would be voting no today.

         11                 The two of them stayed united and

         12  focused on this issue for 30 days and kept working

         13  and working and working, and made sure that the

         14  community concerns got heard and that we were able

         15  to move forward with the siting today. So, I really

         16  would like to ask everyone to give Chuck a round of

         17  applause for his tremendous work on this issue.

         18                 I now want to call on Council Member

         19  Arroyo to speak on this site and again want to thank

         20  her for her hard work and her tremendous leadership.

         21                 I just want to say, it might have

         22  been easier for Maria just to have said no, no, no

         23  and walked away. It certainly would have been a

         24  funner holiday season, but she demonstrated real

         25  leadership here and stayed at the table until we
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          2  were able to resolve the issues.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Thank you,

          4  Madam Speaker.

          5                 Short of repeating everything that

          6  our Speaker has said, I want to reiterate

          7  appreciation to all of those individuals who have

          8  been involved in the last 30 days in assisting

          9  myself and the members of my community with concerns

         10  that were raised regarding the siting of this

         11  project in my district.

         12                 I want to thank the Mayor's Office,

         13  Deputy Mayor Walcott, the staff of the School

         14  Construction Authority, Department of Education,

         15  NYPD, for coming together to a meeting called at the

         16  last minute to discuss very serious concerns that we

         17  experience in the communities today with regards to

         18  the concentration of school seats in the South Bronx

         19  area, in particular the 40th Precinct, the 41st and

         20  the 44th Precinct have an extraordinarily high

         21  number of seats sited and currently the community is

         22  experiencing some very serious issues with regards

         23  to public safety and youth-on-youth violence that

         24  has to be dealt with. And out of this discussion we

         25  have gotten a commitment from the Administration to
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          2  create a task force with all of the individuals

          3  necessary to begin to deal with, in a very

          4  comprehensive manner, the issues of public safety

          5  that currently face the community in preparation for

          6  the siting of 2,460 middle high school seats in the

          7  district.

          8                 The Borough President of the Bronx,

          9  Adolfo Carrion, his staff Earl Brown, and Jessie

         10  Mojica, who attended every single meeting that I

         11  attended with Chuck, the Chair of the Community

         12  Board and Community Board 4 in the Bronx, Deli

         13  Azelle, who was also very engaged and active in this

         14  process. I want to thank the New York Lawyers for

         15  Public Interest for their work with the community

         16  groups and their guidance and technical support that

         17  was provided to the community around the

         18  environmental clean-up issues and the concerns that

         19  were raised, and through the work that the community

         20  did, we were able to get the commitment to provide

         21  an independent consultant who would review the

         22  environmental clean-up plan and help us understand

         23  first and foremost, is it enough, is it the best

         24  that we can do, and provide recommendations to help

         25  us make it better, if there is an opportunity to do
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          2  so.

          3                 The report will not be out until the

          4  end of January, but we have been able to obtain a

          5  written commitment from the Administration regarding

          6  the process that we will undergo when that report

          7  becomes public. It will undergo a very public

          8  process, meetings with the key stakeholders involved

          9  in this process and at the end of it, in a specific

         10  time frame understand what recommendations will be

         11  adopted and which ones will not, but more

         12  importantly understand why certain recommendations

         13  will not be adopted, and we will all participate in

         14  that conversation.

         15                 I want to thank Chuck for all of his

         16  time and effort in his process. I'm sure that there

         17  were many, many instances where he could have been

         18  doing something else and preferred probably doing

         19  something else, never waivered in his commitment to

         20  make himself available to myself, my colleagues in

         21  the Bronx, to make sure that we got the attention

         22  necessary, the meetings scheduled that needed to be

         23  held and dialogue continued through the process in a

         24  very healthy and productive manner.

         25                 I want to thank the Chairs of the
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          2  Committees involved, the Subcommittee on Landmarks

          3  and Public Siting, Jessica Lappin, and Melinda Katz,

          4  our Chair of the Land Use Committee who immediately

          5  came forward and said tell us what you need done and

          6  we have your back. And that trickled down to every

          7  single member of those Committees and every single

          8  member of this body.

          9                 So, if at any time anyone can write

         10  that the Council is here doing the work of the

         11  community, I think this is a prime example of how we

         12  as a body, working together, learning from each

         13  other, understanding the difficulties that we each

         14  face in our district, support each other, and

         15  without that unwaivering support, I do not believe

         16  that where we're at today would have been possible.

         17  So, to all of you, I say thank you.

         18                 To my delegation Chair, Maria, who

         19  Chuck does not like to see she and I sitting in the

         20  room together in the corner in the members lounge

         21  because he knows that we're usually doing something

         22  that he's going to pay for later, but it's usually

         23  good stuff and through that communications we are

         24  able to, as a delegation, stand together and send a

         25  very strong message, and I think that how we come
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          2  out here today is a reflection of our working

          3  together as a delegation.

          4                 Helen Foster, who up until last night

          5  at a very late hour, was reviewing documents, not

          6  only as the Council Member whose district abuts mine

          7  and whose district is also affected by this siting,

          8  but also as an attorney, so I asked her to put on

          9  her lawyer's hat last night, and Helen, I thank you

         10  for your commitment and your contribution in this

         11  process.

         12                 And lastly, the staff from the

         13  Environmental Protection Committee and the staff

         14  from the Land Use Committee, Daniel Avery, Donna

         15  DeCostanzo, Gail Benjamin, and the whole crew from

         16  Land Use, thank you. Thank you for the work that you

         17  do. You make us all look so good at the end of the

         18  day. God bless you all. Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Council

         20  member.

         21                 Next I want to call on the Chair of

         22  our Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         24  Speaker. And just to echo some of the words that

         25  Council Member Arroyo said, this was a great joint
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          2  effort today here. But I want to just talk for a

          3  moment about some of the details of what is now

          4  going to be added to the Borough of Bronx as a

          5  result of the great hard work, not only of the

          6  Speaker's Office, but of the Council member and

          7  everyone involved with the Administration and in the

          8  Council, there is going to be a 570-seat

          9  intermediate high school, there's going to be two

         10  549-seat high schools, a 544-seat charter school,

         11  because of the negotiations between the Council and

         12  the Administration, just to name a few of the

         13  details, there is going to be $30 million in

         14  clean-up, the traffic issues, the parking issues

         15  have been resolved, the SCA is preparing a site

         16  management plan. There's going to be monitoring and

         17  working on two schools that are adjacent to this

         18  site that may have some contamination issues as

         19  well.

         20                 And my point to all this, my

         21  colleagues, is what really could be accomplished

         22  when everyone sits down together and works, it would

         23  be best if it was done from the very beginning, but

         24  at this point we really do need to thank Council

         25  Member Arroyo for highlighting some of the issues
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          2  that arise in school sitings.

          3                 In the over five years that I have

          4  been Chair of the Land Use Committee, the best

          5  projects, not only for the district when whom the

          6  siting is done, but for the entire City of New York,

          7  comes when the Administration, when the New York

          8  City Council, when the Community Boards, when the

          9  Civic Associations, and when all the community

         10  groups work together from the beginning, to look at

         11  a project, to analyze it and give their input into

         12  the final outcome.

         13                 If we've learned nothing else from

         14  this process here, and truly because of the patience

         15  of the Speaker and the Speaker's Office and because

         16  of the member, we have learned what a benefit it can

         17  be to do from the very beginning. And I look forward

         18  to the work that the Speaker is going to be doing

         19  with the Administration to analyze and look at the

         20  process so that when we get to this point, it

         21  doesn't take 20 to 30 days of non-stop sitting down

         22  and talking, and really, the patience of the

         23  Administration in this case and everyone involved

         24  was phenomenal. So, we need to thank them as well.

         25                 So, I think it's a great project,
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          2  it's a great outcome. Council Member Arroyo did a

          3  lot to highlight the problems of the process, and we

          4  want to thank her for being so outspoken about that,

          5  and thank you, Madam Speaker, for your leadership.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you to everyone,

          7  again, who worked on this school siting. And that

          8  concludes communications from the Speaker.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         10  of General Orders, and Council Member Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Hi. Good

         12  afternoon. I know we have had a lot of thank yous

         13  but I don't think you can say thank you too much,

         14  and while I appreciate my name being mentioned, I

         15  didn't do much work. I deferred to Council Member

         16  Arroyo whose district it actually sits in, and I

         17  think in this case it's a blessing in disguise,

         18  because she had a lot of patience with working

         19  around a standard that put the cart before the

         20  horse. So, I want to thank her for her endless

         21  effort because, again, it's a blessing in disguise,

         22  because I think I might have just gotten frustrated

         23  and said no. But she did an excellent job of

         24  highlighting an issue that I think all of us know

         25  and have run into sometimes when dealing with other
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          2  agencies that the cart is often before the horse,

          3  and at the last minute the Council is brought in.

          4  So, I'm glad that we were able to work out the

          5  situation with these schools, because while the

          6  Bronx is in need of schools, we're in need of them

          7  in a way that works best for the community and not

          8  vice versa.

          9                 So, again, thank you to everyone

         10  involved, and especially to Council Member Arroyo

         11  for setting the standard going forth on how we're

         12  going to do things in terms of projects coming

         13  before Land Use and schools being built.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 Good afternoon, my colleagues. Let me

         20  just say today, despite my ongoing concern about the

         21  wisdom of the Department of Education's policy

         22  regarding the use of brownfield sites for school

         23  construction, I will be voting to support the plans

         24  for the new school in Council Member Maria Del

         25  Carmen Arroyo's district.
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          2                 Through the past few months she has

          3  worked with the Department of Education and the

          4  Mayor's Office to ensure that the substantial

          5  environmental concerns about the site will be shaped

          6  and cleaned up as a result of the independent

          7  environmental evaluation, and that there will be

          8  ongoing financial commitments to clean up the site,

          9  and that this agreement is outlined in letters

         10  between the parties in which all of you have in

         11  front of you.

         12                 Understand that part of my hesitancy

         13  on this issue comes from my personal experience as

         14  the Chair of Community School Board 6, when the

         15  Department of Education told us that a Debulgewood

         16  Cleaners (phonetic) in Harlem was a safe site to put

         17  hundreds of our kids in there, and that's what they

         18  did, and we put the kids in there and after several

         19  months they all had to be removed, and that location

         20  was no longer a school site. It's now in a

         21  warehouse.

         22                 So, even though there is an agreement

         23  and a commitment to clean up that site and other

         24  locations, I'm still concerned about the safety and

         25  well-being of all the people that would use that.

                                                            26

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 But I am happy to hear that we have

          3  moved so much further towards ensuring the safety

          4  and concern of the people that would use that

          5  particular location. And if you see the entire

          6  thing, the Mott Haven Campus is a beautiful campus.

          7  So, I'd like to thank all of those involved, Carmen,

          8  and the Speaker and the staff of the Mayor's Office

          9  and everyone involved, for bringing what we believe

         10  to be the best solution under the circumstances.

         11  Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Yassky.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate. I will be voting today. I'm

         16  here speaking about Land Use Item 253 and Resolution

         17  688, I'll be voting against these items. I just wish

         18  to explain why. These deal with two properties in

         19  the Boerum Hill neighborhood of Brooklyn in the

         20  district I represent, and I believe that what HPD is

         21  seeking to do here is a waste of taxpayer money, and

         22  therefore I cannot support this.

         23                 These are two properties that came

         24  into the hands of the federal government after the

         25  HUD scandal some years back, and at the time the
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          2  City agreed with HUD that it would dispose of the

          3  whole group of properties it had acquired as kind of

          4  distressed properties, and effectively give them

          5  away for below market value.

          6                 Now that made sense I think for the

          7  vast bulk of the properties here, but these are two

          8  town houses in the Boerum Neighborhood of Brooklyn,

          9  even in their dilapidated state worth several

         10  hundred thousand dollars, once restored probably

         11  worth 3 million, maybe more combined, and they are

         12  going to be given away for maybe half of the market

         13  value by a lottery that any New Yorker is eligible

         14  to enter - you, me, anyone in this room, Donald

         15  Trump, anyone can enter that lottery. And that is

         16  not affordable housing, that's simply a waste of

         17  taxpayer money in my view. And in addition to that,

         18  we will be giving them a 25-year exemption from

         19  property taxes.

         20                 So, to me that is a mistake and one

         21  that I think HPD is making and I hope to call it to

         22  their attention.

         23                 I understand that I'm not, even

         24  though this isn't my district, I do wish to be

         25  clear, colleagues, I'm not asking for anyone else to
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          2  vote against this. I understand that as an

          3  institution, as a body, we pick and choose our

          4  fights and maybe this one isn't worth picking, but I

          5  do wish to draw at least some attention to what I

          6  believe is a great mistake that HPD is making with

          7  my vote, which will be against these items. Thank

          8  you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

         12  much. Kudos to my colleagues and neighbors her on

         13  the siting in the Bronx. At the same time, I just

         14  would like to reiterate something mentioned at the

         15  Land Use vote, which is that the Mayor's 25-year

         16  plan includes a plan to make sure that there are

         17  playgrounds and parks I think within either a

         18  ten-minute or ten-block walk, I don't recall, to

         19  people's homes.

         20                 Part of that plan includes trying to

         21  utilize public school yards, since there is really

         22  very, very short amount of space in the City to

         23  accomplish that, and if that's the case, that would

         24  mean that not only the public schools that exist

         25  will have to, you know, something will have to be
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          2  done to create those parks, but certainly the new

          3  public schools that are being cited, it would make

          4  sense, it would seem to make sense and save the City

          5  a lot of money, that when these schools are being

          6  sited now, decide with the elected officials and the

          7  communities, whether they are appropriate places to

          8  build these playgrounds, not build the public school

          9  yard and then come back three years later and then

         10  spend millions of dollars more to build the

         11  playgrounds. I will just ask my colleagues, as well

         12  as leadership, if there is some way we can make sure

         13  that if the siting process, the future plans for the

         14  playgrounds are included?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         16  nobody else, Reprot of Special Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         19  Standing Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Finance. Intro. 495. Submission by the

         22  Mayor of Preliminary Management Report.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the
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          2  Committee on Land Use. Preconsidered Land Use 363

          3  and Reso 684. Landmark Preservation Commission

          4  designation.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 364

          8  and Reso 685 proposed site for school facility

          9  consisting of four schools.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 231 and Reso 686,

         13  through LU 360 and Reso 691 on this page, various

         14  ULURPs, UDAAPs and unenclosed sidewalk cafes.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         20  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 And at this point I ask for a roll

         24  call on all items coupled on the General Order

         25  Calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye,

         10  except on LU 253, Reso 688, which I abstain. Thank

         11  you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         14  explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just wanted

         17  to take a moment to also congratulate Council Member

         18  Arroyo on the Bronx Delegation and all who played a

         19  part in ensuring that the needs of the community

         20  were held.

         21                 Primarily in place, ensuring that the

         22  Department of Education does a little better with

         23  school siting to ensure that the community is

         24  involved at the beginning of the process and at the

         25  end of -- rather than at the end of the process, and
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          2  that the Council members primarily in the districts

          3  are involved earlier in the process.

          4                 I also want to congratulate them on

          5  the efforts that they're doing to ensure that there

          6  will be environmental protection and also education

          7  done in the siting and making sure that

          8  environmental concerns are disseminated throughout

          9  the community in an educational way, hopefully one

         10  day including that into the school's curriculum to

         11  make sure that the children, or the buildings that

         12  will be built in the schools that are in question

         13  now will be protected with an early advance warning

         14  as opposed to a yearly or an annual report which is

         15  important to that community where the $30 million

         16  remediation is clear, that there is a lot of work

         17  that has to be done at the site, there is long-term

         18  maintenance that has to be done, and there has to be

         19  a high level of information disseminated to that

         20  community. And I think that that was all wrung out

         21  in the process, and I want to congratulate all of

         22  those who were involved. And with that, I vote aye

         23  on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: I vote on
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          2  all items, except LU 253, Reso 688, in which I

          3  abstain.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Pass.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Pass.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I just want to

          3  thank Chair Melinda Katz, as always, and Chair Tony

          4  Avella, for their work and support on LU 348 and 349

          5  and the accompanying resolutions, in which we are

          6  voting today, and kudos and congratulations to

          7  Council Member Arroyo in the Bronx and our Speaker

          8  on the accomplishment discussed earlier. I vote aye

          9  on all, except no on LU 253 and Resolution 688.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all. I'm

         21  abstaining on LU 253 and Reso 688.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye on

         24  all with a particular thank you and acknowledgment

         25  of the hard work of the two Subcommittees that
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          2  really had the controversial issues and the

          3  difficult issues today, Jessica Lappin and Dan

          4  Garodnick. A lot of work happens at the Subcommittee

          5  levels and on the issues of Mott Haven and the item

          6  in Council Member Yassky's district, there's a lot

          7  of discussion on that level for this meeting today.

          8  So, I want to thank them and the Committee for the

          9  hard work.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         21  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I just want

         24  to again congratulate Maria Carmen Arroyo for her

         25  leadership and her work in being forceful on this

                                                            36

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  issue. I know that at the time, I'll repeat it again

          3  when she first said she was opposed to the project,

          4  it wasn't a popular position to take but it was the

          5  right one at the right time, and here we are now

          6  thanking her for again setting the standard as to

          7  how we deal with the Land Use issue, which I also

          8  must mention, the Chair of the Committee, of the

          9  Subcommittee on Landmarks, my colleague, Council

         10  Member Lappin, for her leadership also in making

         11  sure that the process was guided in giving the

         12  freedom to Council Member Arroyo, to ensure the

         13  discussion in that Committee were based on the needs

         14  of that community and ensuring that those

         15  environmental issues were all addressed, and also

         16  Council Member Melinda Katz from the Land Use

         17  Committee for ensuring that the process continue,

         18  but most of all, our Speaker for ensuring that this

         19  was not an issue -- you know, it's popular to have a

         20  district where we bring more schools to our

         21  communities, but in this case making sure that the

         22  environmental issue long-term is not something that

         23  this Council is going to look back at and say where

         24  do we place these kids and the impact that will have

         25  on them. So, I want to congratulate the entire Bronx
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          2  delegation, and particularly Maria Carmen Arroyo for

          3  her leadership.

          4                 I know when she called me and she

          5  told me she wasn't for it, I said how can you not be

          6  for a school? She said, listen to me, I'm not for

          7  it, and I listened. So, congratulations Maria del

          8  Carmen Arroyo again.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: May I explain

         12  my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I first also

         15  want to congratulate my colleague Maria del Carmen

         16  Arroyo on a wonderful job. And I would like to also

         17  vote no on LU 253 and Resolution 288 because I do

         18  not believe in giving 25-year tax abatements for

         19  housing that will only drive up the price, as I

         20  mentioned last time about 421-B, this is in the

         21  Boerum Hill Community and we're going to give a

         22  25-year tax abatement, which I know when someone

         23  goes to buy that house will increase the price, will

         24  increase the asking price beyond what I'm sure will

         25  be a high price enough. So, I vote no on that. Thank
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          2  you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: No on LU 253

         11  and Res 688. Aye on all others.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         15  vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First, I want

         18  to add my congratulations and expression of

         19  appreciation to one of my favorite Council Members

         20  Maria del Carmen Arroyo, and all the others who were

         21  involved in the Bronx school situation. You know,

         22  not just for the good stuff that's happening to the

         23  kids in the Bronx, but for expressing a frustration

         24  officials as partners in this process in any way,

         25  shape, manner or form.
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          2                 In fact, I often feel as if I'm

          3  treated with other contempt by the Department of

          4  Education when I have to wake up in the morning and

          5  hear on New York 1 that they're closing high schools

          6  in my district, without so much as a hello

          7  Councilman, we just want to tell you we're closing

          8  high schools in your district, and when they come

          9  and then they tell us after the fact that they want

         10  to engage us in the process, and I still wait for

         11  four weeks for information that I asked for from the

         12  Chancellor's Office on the day I heard about the

         13  closings, I think that says an awful lot, and I

         14  think that, you know, the process in which we've

         15  engaged in the last 30 days perhaps will suggest to

         16  the Department of Education that Council members

         17  sometimes have something to add that they may not

         18  know. And, so, for having made that point, I'm

         19  especially appreciative to the Council member, and

         20  the Speaker and Chuck and all the others.

         21                 On the Land Use matter, you know, I

         22  recognize that the City of New York entered into an

         23  agreement with HUD a number of years ago, and I

         24  don't think one party ought to walk away from an

         25  agreement. And, so, I'm going to be voting for that.
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          2  But, frankly, I hope HPD will take another look at

          3  this property and realize that things are stagnant

          4  and static in this City and perhaps there are some

          5  conditions that can be placed on this transaction,

          6  even at this late time, that would make it serve the

          7  purpose for which it was intended. So, I vote aye on

          8  all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13  That all of us feel with the Department of

         14  Education, and the fact that that Department

         15  frequently doesn't recognize elected

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         23  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         24  vote of 45 in the affirmative, zero negative and

         25  zero abstentions, with the exceptions of LU 253 and
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          2  Reso 688, which was adopted by a vote of 39 in the

          3  affirmative, three negative and three abstentions.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

          6  to committees as indicated on the agenda.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: There are no

          8  resolutions, so there is no discussion. No

          9  resolutions.

         10                 General Discussion.

         11                 Council Member Vann. He left. I hope

         12  he wasn't offended.

         13                 Council Member Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate. Today I rise to ask my

         16  members to reach out to all of their constituents to

         17  go after H&R Block. Again H&R Block is doing

         18  predatory business practices with their program that

         19  they have out called "You Got People," or "I Got

         20  People." They got a ripoff. It's a clear ripoff to

         21  people by asking them to come in before they get

         22  their W2s with two paystubs and they're taking out

         23  loans based on their W2s. They're preying upon

         24  people right after the holiday season with usury

         25  loans, linking up with HSBC, getting around the
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          2  State and federal tax laws, around how much they can

          3  charge someone for a loan. They are forcing people

          4  to take out loans as much as their tax return, even

          5  though they're not promising to make out the

          6  person's tax return.

          7                 This is a loan that they're doing to

          8  people even before right now the immediate tax

          9  relief loans that has been a problem before that

         10  they were sued on. So, they came out with a new

         11  venue and a new idea of I got people but they are

         12  ripping off our people. This is primarily preying

         13  upon people that are living in minority districts.

         14  It's preying upon people primarily with incomes

         15  below $35,000, they're preying upon people who if

         16  they just wait until they can file with free tax

         17  programs that we have all over the City, it's

         18  preying on people that can now get an earned income

         19  tax credit who has been, according to statistics by

         20  the Children's Defense Fund and REDAP, even though

         21  they are only 18 percent of the population are over

         22  70 percent of the people that H&R Block are preying

         23  upon.

         24                 So, I ask my colleagues today to

         25  inform your constituents not to go out and do these
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          2  loans, not to go out and do these paycheck loans.

          3  Wait. This is predatory lending, you'll be paying

          4  almost 70 percent in fees and taxes. Please inform

          5  your constituents.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          8  Council member.

          9                 Council Member Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, I believe I already voted.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         13                 Council Member Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you.

         15  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I'd just like to make an announcement

         17  here that the Speaker of the City Council, the Black

         18  Latino and Asian Caucus, and the Civil Rights

         19  Committee will be having the journey to justice. As

         20  you know, it's close to 40 years that the Reverend

         21  Dr. Martin Luther King was assassinated here and we

         22  are celebrating his birthday, and it's a historical

         23  event because it's the first time that we will be

         24  celebrating this birthday event here at the Chambers

         25  of the City Council. And I might add that it's
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          2  historical because we are going to bring many who

          3  were involved in the Civil Rights movement. The

          4  Speaker has worked very closely with us that we will

          5  have the Reverend Jessie Jackson who will be here,

          6  Reverend Al Sharpton who will be here, we will have

          7  the individual who was the first member of North

          8  Carolina EMT who sat in at the lunch counter who

          9  will be here. We will also have Jack Greenberg who

         10  was a member of the legal team that had Brown versus

         11  Board of Education. We will have Reverend Dr.

         12  Forbes, from Riverside Church, who will be here as

         13  well, who was a partner in the Civil Rights Movement

         14  with Medgar Evers and others. And we will have the

         15  honorable Percy Sutton who will be here who was an

         16  original Tustegee (phonetic) airman and served with

         17  Dr. King on many of those marches and served as the

         18  attorney for Malcolm X and others.

         19                 So, I would urge all Council members

         20  and those who will be able to reach to be here on

         21  the 11th. That's Thursday at 5:30, so that we can

         22  pay tribute to those individuals who have been in

         23  the struggle for civil rights and human rights in

         24  this City and these are people who live in this

         25  City, that we would think that they would be
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          2  elsewhere but actually live here in this City.

          3                 I would urge all of my colleagues to

          4  be here for this occasion because it is very

          5  important. And as you know, the hour and the time is

          6  late for many of those people, that they're here

          7  today and they'll be gone tomorrow. So, thank you

          8  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Monserrate. They keep disappearing.

         11                 Council Member Sanders, would you

         12  like to vote?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote aye on

         14  all.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16  So ordered.

         17                 Council Member James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: A reporter just

         19  called me and asked, if Dr. Martin Luther King were

         20  alive today, what would he be focused on? My answer

         21  to the reporter was that if Martin Luther King were

         22  alive today, he would be focusing on this war in

         23  Iraq, and that he would stand up against the

         24  President of the United States and would oppose

         25  additional troops going to fight a senseless and
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          2  baseless war.

          3                 In addition, I talked about the

          4  conflict in Somalia, I talked about the conflict in

          5  the Middle East and the conflict in Afghanistan, and

          6  I talked about all of the struggles across this

          7  nation.

          8                 In addition, I talked about the City

          9  of New York and the growing gap between the haves

         10  and the have-nots, and how unfortunately in the City

         11  of New York we are increasingly becoming a City, we

         12  are providing housing only for the rich and for the

         13  famous, and ignoring the concerns of those without.

         14                 I would like to draw attention to my

         15  district where the Administration for Children's

         16  Service has announced today that they are closing

         17  the second day care center in the part of my

         18  district which is underserved, a second day care

         19  center that they would like to close in a matter of

         20  a year. A community which has been gentrified, which

         21  is undergoing gentrification in record numbers, but

         22  unfortunately, we still have a significant number of

         23  people who require needs.

         24                 This is also a district where they

         25  want to put their largest project in the City, not
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          2  only the State but the nation, the densest census

          3  track in the City of New York where there have not

          4  been sufficient discussion, but yet they want to

          5  close another day care center.

          6                 If Dr. Martin Luther King were alive

          7  today, he would talk about this injustice, he would

          8  talk about this democracy, with a little d, and he

          9  would talk about the fact that we, as a body, need

         10  to work together to address these needs, and we need

         11  to continue to raise our voice.

         12                 Long live the memory of Dr. Martin

         13  Luther King, and long live our journey to justice.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much. I think it's happy birthday John Liu,

         19  yesterday, so happy birthday. And also, I also want

         20  to say that two very wonderful Mitchell-Lama leaders

         21  died recently, one being Robert Wallace, and the

         22  other being James Garst. They were people I think

         23  who helped in terms of reviewing the HUD

         24  regulations, saving tens of thousands of dollars for

         25  all those of residents living in either co-op or
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          2  rental Mitchell-Lamas in our City. It was kind of

          3  ironic that they died within a month of each other,

          4  and we will miss them very much.

          5                 I also want to mention that on the

          6  front page of the Times today, yesterday, there was

          7  an article about taking control of electric bill

          8  hour-by-hour. It's a discussion about how Chicago is

          9  doing what we talked about in a resolution that we

         10  passed with Smart meters.

         11                 So, I want to thank Council Member

         12  Comrie for helping us get that resolution through

         13  his Committee and all my colleagues for voting on it

         14  on the floor.

         15                 The fact of the matter is, Chicago is

         16  saving dollars for each and every one of its

         17  residents by instituting Smart meters in their

         18  buildings.

         19                 Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         21  nobody else, I'll just read the vote, all items on

         22  today's General Order calendar were adopted by a

         23  vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

         24  abstentions, with the exception of LU 253 and Reso

         25  688, which was adopted by a vote of 40 in the
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          2  affirmative, three negative and three abstentions.

          3  And that closes the session of January 9th, 2007.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 3:22 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 9th day of January 2007.
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