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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: The first ceremonial

          3  relates to one of the City's very important cultural

          4  institutions, and therefore it is appropriate that

          5  this ceremonial is at the request of our cultural

          6  czar Domenic Recchia, so I'm going to turn it over

          7  to him and the fishes, as you'll see in a second.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Good

          9  afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the

         10  Council Chambers. I call up my colleagues to join me

         11  here today because we are honoring this afternoon a

         12  wonderful, wonderful person. Before I start talking

         13  about him, he is the Executive Director of the

         14  Aquarium. Dr. Boyle, come on up.

         15                 Unfortunately, Dr. Boyle is moving on

         16  and has decided to leave the Aquarium for bigger

         17  fish, and Dr. Boyle has been a great asset to New

         18  York City, a great asset to the WCS. Mr. Covelli is

         19  here today, we appreciate you being here also.

         20                 Come on up. We just want the people

         21  of the City of New York to know that we appreciate

         22  the people that run our cultural institutions. The

         23  people like Dr. Boyle, who gives up time with his

         24  family to be out in the Aquarium with the people of

         25  the community to be with everyone. He is a great
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          2  asset. He will be dearly missed by myself, by my

          3  constituents, and other people in New York City.

          4  It's your work with all children that we will

          5  remember. It's your education programs. It's your

          6  research that you at the Aquarium brought in great

          7  ideas and inspiration. I could go on and on but the

          8  best words that I could say is that you will be

          9  missed. It's New York's loss, but we want to wish

         10  you the best of luck. And I just want to thank your

         11  wife who is here with us, Ms. Boyle. I want to thank

         12  you for sharing your husband with New York City and

         13  the children, especially the children, because you

         14  had a great heart for the children of New York City.

         15                 Madam Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And let me,

         17  before we read it, turn the mic over to Dr. Boyle,

         18  and I just want to thank you very much for all your

         19  great service.

         20                 I met yesterday with John and the

         21  folks from WCF, and I was telling stories of my

         22  father and I used to go to the Aquarium on a regular

         23  basis to visit the big white whale. So, thank you

         24  for always making sure it was open for us when we

         25  came to visit.
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          2                 DR. BOYLE: You're welcome. Thank you

          3  very much. I just wanted to start off with a comment

          4  that is in the style of Jack Bennie, actually,

          5  saying "I don't deserve this award but I have

          6  arthritis and I don't deserve that either."

          7                 Seriously, Domenic, thank you for

          8  your nice words. I think one of the treats to me, as

          9  we've tried to bring the people and the kids in New

         10  York closer to the ocean and the ocean closer to

         11  them in this City that has so much postal area, it's

         12  been really an enjoyable thing to work with Domenic

         13  because he's so dedicated to the cultural

         14  institutions, and to the Aquarium specifically

         15  because it's right down the street from where he

         16  lives.

         17                 And that has been a real treat, to

         18  have that continuing support.

         19                 I would also like to say thank you to

         20  Christine and the entire Council. First of all, I

         21  know this is a regular session, so I won't say too

         22  much here because I know you have work to do, but

         23  also to the entire Council because it seems every

         24  year in the budget cycle it's this group that

         25  recognizes that cultural institutions are the life
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          2  blood of this City, and that our institutions all of

          3  them worked to make this place a livable, wonderful,

          4  enjoyable, cultural City for the children and for

          5  families. This is a very special moment for me to

          6  have this time of yours during a regular workday.

          7                 I also want to say thanks to all of

          8  the people at the Aquarium, John Calvelli, certainly

          9  has been a tremendous support in working with us and

         10  working with the City in getting the funding to make

         11  those programs real, but also to Cynthia Reish, who

         12  is over there, Deputy Director of the Aquarium. And

         13  I want to say thanks to my wife who is over there in

         14  the orange coat, because as Domenic said, there were

         15  many, many late nights that she was the most patient

         16  in the world and never had a problem with me,

         17  sometimes with the frustration of trying to make

         18  those programs real. Come on up, Bon. Yes, come on.

         19                 I guess the other thing that I wanted

         20  to say is, what I've been drawn to, you leave one

         21  thing and you're doing something else. The Aquarium

         22  and WCS are about conservation, and these times are

         23  so compelling to protect our oceans and ocean

         24  wildlife, that I felt it was a point in my life that

         25  I've worked on ocean conservation for so long and
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          2  I'm now leading full-time an organization that I

          3  founded in 1996, called the ocean project. If any of

          4  the kids are doing ocean projects for school,

          5  ocean-related projects, have them go to that

          6  website. It's www.theoceanproject.org. You'll find a

          7  wealth of information about the oceans there and

          8  that's what we're trying to do, it's more of that,

          9  bringing people closer to the oceans across the

         10  United States.

         11                 So, it's a thrill for me to be here

         12  today, and what's that line, a good sermon has a

         13  good beginning and a good end, and usually they

         14  should be real close together, so I'm going to say

         15  thank you very much. This means more to me than any

         16  of you could imagine, and it was a real struggle to

         17  figure out whether or not I should continue at the

         18  Aquarium in working with Domenic or work more

         19  closely on conservation, but this is a thrill for me

         20  and I thank you very much.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Amen.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And if the

         23  clerk could please read the proclamation, that would

         24  be terrific.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of
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          2  New York, Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and proud to honor Dr. Paul

          5  Boyle for his outstanding contribution to the City,

          6  the New York Aquarium and the community at large;

          7  and

          8                 Whereas: Dr. Paul Boyle is CEO &

          9  Chairman of The Ocean Project, which he founded in

         10  1996. The Ocean Project works with over 800 partner

         11  institutions in sixty countries to increase

         12  awareness of the crucial roles the ocean plays in

         13  human survival; and

         14                 Whereas: Today, The Ocean Project is

         15  one of the world's leading organizations working to

         16  improve the effectiveness of ocean-related, public

         17  communications rooted in science, and engaging

         18  people in becoming personally involved in protecting

         19  our ocean for future generations; and

         20                 Whereas: Trained as an

         21  environmentalist and marine research scientist, he

         22  managed many different facets of nonprofit

         23  institutions before founding The Ocean Project to

         24  create a constituency for the oceans. He has earned

         25  many grants and awards for scientific and
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          2  environmental research and making ocean science

          3  accessible to public audiences. He has served on the

          4  Board of the Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA)

          5  and as an advisor to AZA's Animal Welfare Committee;

          6  and

          7                 Whereas: Dr. Boyle works to increase

          8  the effectiveness of public aquariums and science

          9  centers in connecting people to the ocean and marine

         10  wildlife, serving most recently as Director of the

         11  New York Aquarium and its Osborn Laboratories of

         12  Marine Science; and

         13                 Whereas: His contributions to the New

         14  York Aquarium have been numerous and have had an

         15  overwhelmingly positive impact on all who are

         16  involved; and

         17                 Whereas: One of the nation's leading

         18  aquarium directors, he has over twenty-five years

         19  experience creating and directing aquatic

         20  conservation, environmental science, public

         21  education, and museum exhibit programs. He served in

         22  a number of positions at the New York Aquarium since

         23  he arrived in New York in 1994, most recently as

         24  Director from 2002 to 2006; and

         25                 Whereas: He earned a BA in Marine
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          2  Science at Northeastern University, a Masters in

          3  Environmental Engineering at Harvard University, and

          4  a Ph.D in Applied Environmental Sciences, also at

          5  Harvard, and graduated from the Wharton School's

          6  Executive Management program; and

          7                 Whereas: In all his work he is

          8  committed to protecting our ocean for future

          9  generations; and

         10                 Whereas: Our City has benefitted

         11  immeasurably from Dr. Paul Boyle's leadership and

         12  unsurpassed commitment to the New York Aquarium,

         13  environment and the oceans. Dr. Paul Boyle has truly

         14  enriched all of us with his accomplishments and

         15  dedication and is worth of the esteem of all New

         16  Yorkers; now, therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors Dr. Paul Boyle for his

         19  exceptional contributions to the City, the new York

         20  Aquarium and the environmental community.

         21                 Signed this 6th day of December in

         22  the year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         23  Speaker for the Entire Council; Domenic M. Recchia,

         24  Jr., Council Member, 47th District, Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: So our next ceremonial
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          2  is a very, very -- they're all exciting, but this is

          3  a particularly exciting ceremonial because this

          4  ceremonial marks and honors a very important group

          5  in history but a group that is also very important

          6  to our Council family, and that they have a very

          7  close connection to Council Member Comrie and to

          8  Council Member Foster, and to Council Member Vann,

          9  even more significant than I knew. So, I want to

         10  turn the mic over to our Deputy Majority Leader,

         11  Leroy Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         13  Speaker Quinn. Today we are here to commemorate the

         14  100th anniversary of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,

         15  Incorporated. We are proud to be joined by the New

         16  York Metropolitan Chapter members -- come on up,

         17  members -- of the fraternity.

         18                 They will read the proclamation, but

         19  Alpha Phi Alpha was formed on December 4th, 2006

         20  (sic) at Cornell University --

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: 1906.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: 1906. '06.

         23  Yes, I said '06. 1906. Did I say 18? Tough crowd.

         24                 And I'm proud to say that the

         25  fraternity was formed by gentlemen that were
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          2  interested in making sure that other people that

          3  attended Cornell University as young undergrads were

          4  able to have mentors, to have role models and to

          5  have people that they could study with, so that they

          6  could move on and get their undergrad degrees and

          7  graduate degrees.

          8                 Since then the fraternity has

          9  expanded worldwide now. It encompasses the entire

         10  country with multiple chapters all over the country,

         11  and focused on not just scholarship but also

         12  uplifting young people, doing mentoring programs all

         13  over the country, scholarship programs all over the

         14  country. Their primary mission is to uplift and to

         15  make sure that we take our young people and make

         16  sure that they not only graduate college but also

         17  get to college. And with that, I'd like to say a lot

         18  more, but I have two people who are also as close to

         19  the fraternity as I am, Council Member Al Vann,

         20  which I didn't know until this moment, I've always

         21  admired him for his thought and expressions, is a

         22  member of Alpha Phi Fraternity, as am I, and Council

         23  Member Helen Foster is a member of our sister

         24  sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, and Jesus

         25  Fernandez from member services is a member of the
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          2  fraternity also.

          3                 So, with that, I'll turn it over to

          4  my mentor and colleague, Council Member Vann and

          5  then hear from Council Member Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, my

          7  brother. And to all my brothers present, since time

          8  is of the essence, just let me say this: First of

          9  all, servants of all, we shall transcend up. Good to

         10  have you here this morning, brothers.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. I

         12  didn't know Al Vann was until now, because I should

         13  have known, because of his quiet leadership, it just

         14  is, as a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, founded in

         15  1908, we're getting ready for our 100th anniversary,

         16  but we know it's about service to all mankind and

         17  lifting each other up. And I'm just so proud to be

         18  up here with my brothers, because we know what this

         19  has meant to us in our lives and it really is about

         20  community service and giving to others.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, all, very

         22  much. And I want to thank the fraternity for giving

         23  us such great members of the City Council. So, thank

         24  you all very much, and I'd like to ask the clerk to

         25  please read the proclamation.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, the City

          3  of New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York is pleased and proud to honor Alpha Phi

          6  Alpha Fraternity, Inc. on the occasion of its

          7  Centennial Celebration, and to acknowledge its

          8  invaluable contributions to the City; and

          9                 Whereas: Alpha Phi Alpha, the first

         10  intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity established

         11  for African-Americans, was founded at Cornell

         12  University on December 4, 1906 by seven college

         13  students who recognized the need for a strong bond

         14  of brotherhood among African descendants in this

         15  country; and

         16                 Whereas: These visionary founders,

         17  known as the "Jewels" of the fraternity, are Henry

         18  Arthur Callis, Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle

         19  Jones, George Biddle Kelley; Nathaniel Allison

         20  Murray, Robert Harold Ogle and Vertner Woodson

         21  Tandy; these men succeeded in laying a firm

         22  foundation for Alpha Phi Alpha's principles of

         23  scholarship, fellowship, good character, and the

         24  uplifting of humanity; and

         25                 Whereas: Alpha Phi Alpha chapters
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          2  were developed at other colleges and universities,

          3  many of them historically black institutions, soon

          4  after the founding at Cornell. While continuing to

          5  stress academic excellence among its members, Alpha

          6  Phi Alpha also recognized the need to help correct

          7  the educational, economic, political, and social

          8  injustices faced by African-Americans; and

          9                 Alpha Phi Alpha has long stood at the

         10  forefront of the African-American community's fight

         11  for civil rights through such leaders as W.E.B.

         12  DuBois, Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., Martin Luther

         13  King, Jr., Thurgood Marshall, Andrew Young, Paul

         14  Robeson, the Hon. David Dinkins, and the Hon.

         15  Charlie Rangel; and

         16                 Whereas: Since its founding on

         17  December 4, 1906, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

         18  has supplied voice and vision to the struggle of

         19  African-Americans and people of color around the

         20  world. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. develops

         21  leaders, promotes brotherhood and academic

         22  excellence, and provides service and advocacy for

         23  our communities; now, therefore

         24                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         25  City of New York honors ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY,
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          2  INC. on the occasion of its Centennial Celebration.

          3                 Signed this 6th day of December in

          4  the year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

          5  Speaker for the Entire Council; Leroy G. Comrie,

          6  Jr., Council Member, 27th District, Queens; Helen

          7  Diane Foster, Council Member, 16th District, Bronx.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And I want

          9  to now call on Mr. Darryl Morton to share a few

         10  words with us.

         11                 MR. MORTON: Thank you, to the New

         12  York City Council, to Brother Leroy Comrie, to

         13  Brother Vann, to Sister Foster, to all of you, on

         14  behalf of our general president Darryl Mathews, Sr.,

         15  and our Board of Directors, as well as the

         16  Metropolitan New York Chapters, to all the brothers

         17  across the United States, Europe, Africa, and Asia,

         18  we do thank you.

         19                 Alpha Phi Alpha continues to do the

         20  very best that it can for the young people. So, we

         21  consider our service the same as yours, trying to

         22  make sure that our communities get better, our young

         23  people grow and learn and that leadership is

         24  instilled in each and every one of them.

         25                 So, we've been doing it for 100
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          2  years, and we'll continue to do it for 100 more. We

          3  thank you, and we'll continue to get out into the

          4  vineyard and be those serving leaders that our

          5  founders asked us to be, and expects us to be. Thank

          6  you.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

          8                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Rabbi

         10  Jonathan Glass will give the -- oh, sorry, sorry.

         11  Roll call.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         23  Ma'am.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         25  quorum.
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          2                 All rise for the invocation by Rabbi

          3  Jonathan Glass.

          4                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you, Madam Public

          5  Advocate.

          6                 Men and women of the City Council,

          7  tomorrow we observe the 65th Anniversary of the

          8  bombing at Pearl Harbor which began our four-year

          9  struggle against the forces of totalitarianism, and

         10  the following week we will begin lighting the

         11  Hanukkah candles commemorating struggle against

         12  religious intolerance.

         13                 Vigilance and sacrifice in the face

         14  of these negative forces is both an ancient and

         15  modern reality and necessity. May the City Council

         16  be blessed in its efforts on behalf of this noble

         17  struggle.

         18                 Amen.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         20  spread by Council Member Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I make a motion to spread the

         24  invocation in full upon the record.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 Adoption of the minutes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Motion that the

          4  minutes of the Stated Meeting of October 25, 2006 be

          5  adopted as printed.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7  Messages and papers from the Mayor.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         10  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         13  and communications.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         16  Call-Ups.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 492 and 493,

         18  Manhattan.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on call-up

         20  vote.

         21                 Can we now have a roll call on the

         22  Land Use Call-Ups, please?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         24  please.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye. Thank

          3  you. I apologize for being way late. I request

          4  unanimous consent to vote aye on all Land Use items

          5  and also all General Coupled Orders.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Madam Public

         10  Advocate, I vote aye on Land Use Call-Ups, and I

         11  request permission to vote aye on all General Orders

         12  and all votes today.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: And I beg my

         15  colleagues' indulgence, I am serving --

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         17  please. I can't hear him. Quiet.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I am serving

         19  jury duty today and I'm going to excuse myself then

         20  from the remainder of the meeting so I can avoid

         21  being in contempt of court. I thank you, Madam

         22  Public Advocate.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, I vote aye on all Land Use Call-Up

         14  matters, and with permission I'd like to vote aye on

         15  all coupled General Order issues before us today.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, can I have unanimous consent to vote on

         17  all Land Use Call-Up and all coupled General Order?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I vote aye

         20  on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I request

          7  unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups

          8  and all coupled General Orders.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         22  Dickens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: I ask for

         24  unanimous consent to vote on all items on the

         25  General Order calendar, please.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          5  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 48 in the

          6  affirmative, and zero in the negative.

          7                 Communication from the Speaker.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          9                 We are voting on a number of

         10  different important pieces of legislation today. The

         11  first is a piece of legislation relating to the

         12  lobbying bills that we passed a few months ago, and

         13  it is a surprisingly piece of good news, which

         14  indicates that the government of the City of New

         15  York is running ahead of schedule. Our lobbying

         16  bills provided that lobbyists could file their

         17  lobbying reports electronically, which I think is

         18  very helpful in having more real time information

         19  and also saves lobbyists from having to schlep to

         20  Lower Manhattan from Staten Island or other parts of

         21  the City.

         22                 We anticipated that that system

         23  wouldn't be up and running until June, but we are

         24  ahead of schedule and that system is now ready and

         25  working and the law we're passing today will allow
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          2  electronic submission of lobbying reports on January

          3  1st.

          4                 I want to thank Council Member Simcha

          5  Felder, the Chair of our Gov Ops Committee who

          6  oversaw all of the passage of our lobbying laws and

          7  oversaw this bill. He has in recent months taken on

          8  some of the thorniest issues in the Council and

          9  shepherded them through with great skill and his

         10  typical good humor, so I want to thank him for that.

         11  Simcha deserves a round of applause.

         12                 We also have four pieces of

         13  legislation today, which continue the Council's

         14  commitment to making our taxi fleet more accessible

         15  to disabled New Yorkers, and also our commitment to

         16  making our taxi fleet cleaner and a more positive

         17  part of our environment.

         18                 I want to thank the Chairperson of

         19  our Transportation Committee John Liu for moving

         20  these bills through. I also want to thank Council

         21  Member David Yassky, who is the lead sponsor on one

         22  of the bills. These bills require the Taxi and

         23  Limousine Commissioner to actually come up with a

         24  plan for how to expand even further accessible taxis

         25  and green taxis.
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          2                 Council Member Yassky's bill. Is an

          3  incentive to help compel taxi medallion owners to

          4  buy accessible or green cabs. It lengthens the

          5  period of time in between which you have to buy a

          6  new taxi if you buy a green or accessible taxi,

          7  which can translate into quite a financial savings

          8  for an owner.

          9                 We also have a piece of legislation

         10  that requires that both green taxis and disabled,

         11  and accessible taxis have decals on the sides or

         12  front of their cars so New Yorkers know which cabs

         13  are accessible. That's particularly important if

         14  you're a disabled New Yorker, and which cars are

         15  green taxis, which is an important way to send the

         16  message to New Yorkers that green hybrid vehicles

         17  are now a commonplace part of the motor vehicles you

         18  can purchase in this City, State and country.

         19                 I again want to thank John Liu and

         20  David Yassky. I also want to thank the Chair of our

         21  Environmental Protection Committee, Jim Gennaro, for

         22  all of his work on this issue and Oliver Koppell,

         23  the Chair of our Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

         24  Alcoholism and Disabilities Committee who is also

         25  working long and hard on this issue, and I want to

                                                            34

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  next call on the Chair of our Environmental

          3  Protection Committee Jim Gennaro, and then t he

          4  Chair of our Disabilities Committee Oliver Koppell.

          5                 Chairperson Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          7  Madam Speaker. I want to thank you in a very, very

          8  special way for having the leadership to advance not

          9  only this slated legislation but all of the efforts

         10  that we've done. I just want to put this in a little

         11  bit of a broader context. We all remember that we

         12  worked on an agreement with the Mayor last year that

         13  led to 254 clean-air medallions going on the street

         14  that wouldn't have happened without the Speaker's

         15  leadership and without the leadership of this body.

         16                 Last year we had a host of clean air

         17  bills that spoke to school buses, garbage trucks,

         18  all kinds of fleet vehicles that New York City has.

         19                 Now, today we have got this package

         20  of legislation that moves us one step forward to a

         21  completely clean and green taxi fleet. As you heard

         22  the Speaker say, we have Council Member Yassky's

         23  bill that creates the incentive or some more

         24  incentive for taxi owners to buy green vehicles. We

         25  have my bills that speak to an overall plan that the
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          2  Taxi and Limousine Commission has to come forward

          3  with. Also, the labeling of such green vehicles,

          4  also the labeling of cabs for the disabled.

          5                 I want to thank in a very, very

          6  special way, not only the Speaker for her

          7  leadership, but Council Member Koppell, Council

          8  Member Yassky, Chairman Liu, all of the sponsors for

          9  all of these bills and the Council staff that worked

         10  so hard to make this happen, Rob Newman, Jeff

         11  Haberman, Laura Popa, Ron Kim, Mari DePedro, Josh

         12  Nachowitz, Phil Hom, Donna DeCostanzo, and the help

         13  we got from the Mayor's Office as well. Thank you

         14  all, and thank you, Madam Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

         16  Chairperson. I just want to thank you on this issue,

         17  but also thank you for all the work you've done on

         18  the environment and make it so this City Council can

         19  actually say that we are probably the greenest City

         20  Council than any city in this country.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here here.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I now want to call

         23  on Chairperson Koppell to speak on his bills.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker.
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          2                 This Council has made it an objective

          3  to provide the disabled community with full

          4  accessibility and equality, one piece of that, an

          5  important piece is to have accessible taxicabs in

          6  this City, and we've taken some specific steps in

          7  that direction in this past Calendar Year. Number

          8  one, the City did a sale of over 50 medallions that

          9  are eligible only with respect to accessible cabs.

         10  Those sold for much more than was anticipated, I

         11  believe it was over half a million dollars per

         12  medallion, indicating that there is a market out

         13  there.

         14                 The Council also pressed the State

         15  Legislature to approve an additional 150 medallions

         16  for accessible vehicles, and we also passed

         17  legislation providing for that. Those are shortly to

         18  be sold, and this package which provides incentives

         19  to the industry and private individual cab owners to

         20  purchase vehicles that are accessible moves us

         21  further in that direction, as well as the bill that

         22  provides that the TLC is supposed to come up with a

         23  plan for more accessible vehicles.

         24                 Our ultimate objective is accessible

         25  vehicles, all cabs should be accessible, as all
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          2  buses are now accessible in this City, and this

          3  moves us significantly in that direction and I'm

          4  delighted that the Speaker and all the others who

          5  worked on this are moving the plan forward.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much,

          7  Chairperson Koppell.

          8                 That concludes communications from

          9  the Speaker.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of General Orders.

         12                 Seeing no one, Report of Special

         13  Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         16  Standing Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         18  Committee on Finance.

         19                 Intro. 465. Increase in the amount to

         20  be expended in two Business Improvement Districts.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Jumped the gun there.

         22  Sorry. Coupled on General Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 342

         24  and Resolution 644. Section 202 supported housing

         25  program, Queens.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          5  Committee on Governmental Operations.

          6                 Preconsidered Intro. 485.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled -- again I did

          8  that. Go ahead. I'm sorry. I'll try to be quiet.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Amended Section 17 of

         10  Local Law Number 15 for the Year 2006.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders with a message of necessity.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Land Use.

         15                 LU 257 and Resolution 645. UDAAP,

         16  Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 269 and Resolution

         20  646. Rehabilitation and related tax exemption,

         21  Bronx.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed

         23  pursuant to letter of withdrawal.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 307 and Resolution

         25  647. Landmarks Preservation Commission designation,
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          2  Staten Island.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 334 and Reso 648.

          6  2,300 seat public school, Bronx.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,

          8  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 339 and Resolution

         10  649. Amendment to a UDAAP, Manhattan.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 341, and Resolution

         14  650. Voluntary dissolution, New York City Department

         15  of Housing Preservation and Development.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,

         17  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 343

         19  and Resolution 651. Landmarks Preservation

         20  Commission designation, Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Transportation.

         25                 Introduction 158-A. Replacement
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          2  cycles for taxicabs.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          4  General Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 352-A,

          6  clean air taxis and for-hire vehicles.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          8  General Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 353-A.

         10  Clearly identifying and providing information

         11  regarding clean air taxicabs.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         13  General Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Introduction 354-A.

         15  Displaying the international wheelchair insignia on

         16  the exterior of accessible taxicabs.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         18  General Orders.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         20  Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         22  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Order, and at this point I ask for a roll call on

         25  all matters coupled on the General Order calendar.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, I request unanimous consent from the

         23  Council to vote on all previous Land Use Call-Ups.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you. I
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          2  vote aye, and aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         21  all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         25  today's General Order calendar were adopted by a
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          2  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero negative and

          3  zero abstentions.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: The button keeps

          6  getting stuck on my mic. Sorry about that.

          7                 All bills are referred to committees

          8  as indicated on the agenda.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         10  of Resolutions.

         11                 There are no resolutions. Seeing no

         12  one, so we'll move on to General Discussion.

         13                 And we have Council Member Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 My colleagues, today I'm introducing

         17  a 421-A reform package, together with 22 of the

         18  colleagues here in the City Council, Housing

         19  advocates and community leaders around the City,

         20  because developers who receive tax breaks anywhere

         21  in New York City should make 30 percent of these

         22  units affordable to low- and middle-income New

         23  Yorkers.

         24                 We look around our City and realize

         25  that a lot has changed since the days when we needed
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          2  to give developers tax breaks to build here. New

          3  York City has become one of the hottest real estate

          4  markets in the country. We need to take this

          5  opportunity to work with developers and build

          6  affordable housing throughout the City. This is a

          7  more effective bill to address these concerns.

          8                 What makes this bill unique is the

          9  fact that it tells developers that if you are going

         10  to receive tax breaks to build anywhere in New York

         11  City, you must build affordable housing, not just in

         12  parts of Manhattan and little sections of Brooklyn,

         13  but anywhere in this City. Our plan is based on the

         14  idea that working families living in Queens, the

         15  Bronx and throughout Brooklyn, Manhattan and Staten

         16  Island need affordable housing, too, and should not

         17  be forced to give portions of their salary to

         18  subsidize luxury condos in buildings they cannot

         19  afford to live in.

         20                 We believe that the current

         21  affordable housing crisis is putting so many New

         22  Yorkers out of their homes and into the streets, we

         23  can do better than 20 percent. With the hundreds of

         24  millions of dollars these developers are saving by

         25  entering these programs, making 30 percent of their
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          2  units affordable is not asking for too much.

          3                 This bill strikes the balance between

          4  meeting the needs of the City's affordable housing

          5  crisis, while giving the developers the incentive

          6  necessary to fill those needs, and I strongly urge

          7  you to join us on this bill.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Barron.

         11                 We're on General Discussion. Caught

         12  you off guard?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes. Thank

         14  you, Madam Chair.

         15                 I just wanted to encourage everybody

         16  to come with us today at One Police Plaza in the

         17  protest against the Police Department systemic

         18  pattern of racist behavior in the black community

         19  and Latino community. That it's not just about the

         20  single case of Bell, we certainly want justice

         21  there, there is no justification for 50 shots.

         22  Police officers are supposed to take cover first,

         23  and if they must fire, they're supposed to fire

         24  three times, stop and pause and see if they should

         25  fire again. There was no crime being committed,
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          2  there was no gun found, there was no phantom fourth

          3  person. This was totally unjustified and we want to

          4  protest and put some heat on the Police Department

          5  because in addition to this case, as we sit here and

          6  speak, a black youth is being stopped and frisked.

          7  It does not happen in the white community. We don't

          8  have a bunch of no-knock warrants in the white

          9  community. And it's not because white people don't

         10  commit crimes, it is not because our community is so

         11  crime riddled, 99 percent of the people that are

         12  victims of police killings and brutality were not

         13  committing crimes. Amadou Diallo was going home.

         14  Eleanor Bumpers was in her home. Michael Stewart was

         15  not committing a crime. This is a case of a pattern.

         16  John Connors came in 1984 and said police misconduct

         17  in New York City is pervasive, systemic and racial

         18  in nature. Let's stop denying racism and stop this

         19  out-of-control police.

         20                 Right now they're harassing people in

         21  Queens, arresting people so they can change the true

         22  nature of what really happened. You should join us.

         23  Groups from all over the City will be with us today,

         24  4:30 at One Police Plaza. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

          4  Public Advocate.

          5                 I want to take the liberty of

          6  standing and speaking on behalf of Council Members

          7  Lanza, McMahon, and as the Staten Island delegation

          8  say to all my colleagues here in the City Council,

          9  thank you for having our back these last two years

         10  when it came to the NASCAR project. As you probably

         11  have heard by now, the folks from NASCAR decided it

         12  was a losing cause, and I think that was in large

         13  measure because every opportunity when the press

         14  came to the Council and said, you know, does it

         15  really matter what the Staten Island Delegation

         16  thinks, there are only three of 51? Whether it was

         17  the Subcommittee Chairman Tony Avella, the Land Use

         18  Chair Melinda Katz, or the Speaker herself, they

         19  stressed the fact that there's no done deal against

         20  it, but the thoughts of Mike McMahon, Andy Lanza and

         21  Jimmy Oddo will weigh heavily in our minds. And you

         22  folks empowered us, empowered us to defend 450,000

         23  people against a project that we thought simply was

         24  a bad fit. And I want to thank you, because I don't

         25  think that we would have this victory without that
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          2  support and I know Michael and Andrew and I will not

          3  forget it.

          4                 I believe strongly that local members

          5  know their districts better than most folks, even

          6  some folks in the media. And I appreciate that all

          7  of you respecting us, hearing us out, are keeping an

          8  open mind, and then when the opportunity presented

          9  itself, to make sure that everyone knew that you

         10  respected our thoughts and you were there with us.

         11                 So, thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         15  very much, Madam President, for the opportunity to

         16  speak.

         17                 On Friday, this Friday, December 8th

         18  at 11:00 a.m., the Black, Puerto Rican and Asian

         19  Caucus will be holding a press conference on the

         20  steps of City Hall and Latino and Asian Caucus will

         21  be holding a press conference, to discuss the issues

         22  that's dealing with this excessive force by the

         23  Police Department that has been displayed on many

         24  occasions, and one that we have never seen in New

         25  York City.
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          2                 One of the things that we want to

          3  discuss and deal with is this level of profiling

          4  that exists, or does it not exist, the idea of

          5  stop-and-frisk, when do we stop and when do we frisk

          6  and what takes place and the conduct and people who

          7  have some tremendous concerns about the conduct and

          8  the courtesy and the professionalism that is

          9  displayed by New York City police. And we're

         10  certainly not condemning all the police because we

         11  know that that would be unfair, but we are talking

         12  about there is something systemically wrong with a

         13  policy that there is a continuation of the

         14  excessiveness that take place, and it's beyond

         15  policing. It was beyond policing, because if it was

         16  simply policing, then we would have indiscriminate

         17  killing throughout other communities. So, when there

         18  is a selectiveness of where these actions take

         19  place, then there is a different root cause, and

         20  it's not just policing. And so we have to look at

         21  that systemically, because if it was just policing,

         22  we would have people all over Scarsdales and all the

         23  Riverdales and everywhere else, but it's not that

         24  and so we have to go beyond. So, we're asking the

         25  Caucus members, as well as members of this Council,
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          2  members of this Council to be on the steps of City

          3  Hall on Friday, December 8th, at 11:00 a.m. to

          4  discuss this serious issue that affects our

          5  community and we have a responsibility to go beyond,

          6  so it's not just policing, it's something that we

          7  all have to deal with.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair.

         13                 I rise in order to ask my colleagues

         14  to come out and join the march on Saturday, December

         15  16th at 12:00 noon, and the march that was called by

         16  many religious and political leaders when we had a

         17  meeting last night, and is called "shopping for

         18  justice." And, obviously, the Sean Bell killing is

         19  the spearhead of this, but it's more overall, as far

         20  as how police treat the people of the City of New

         21  York, and more specifically people of color when

         22  they're stopping them. And also the various killings

         23  of innocent people over the years.

         24                 And you may say, well, this is a

         25  black thing, or this is a thing for communities of
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          2  color, or it affects everyone in New York City and

          3  the metropolitan area. So, it's not a black thing,

          4  that if you feel that justice needs to be had in

          5  this particular case, whatever justice is, we ask

          6  you to come out and march. Come out with your

          7  churches, your religious institutions, many elected

          8  officials will be there, I will be there.

          9                 But I say to all of you that if you

         10  haven't read Earl Lewis's article in the Daily News,

         11  then please read that article. I think it came out

         12  yesterday or the day before yesterday, and it talks

         13  about the fact that too many killings have occurred

         14  in our communities for us to be quiet and wait for

         15  the actions of the District Attorney, basically

         16  saying that we must march, we must rally in order to

         17  bring about the justice that needs to be had. And so

         18  if you haven't read that, read that. And I ask and

         19  encourage all of you to join us on the steps of City

         20  Hall this coming Friday at 11:00 a.m., and also join

         21  the Shopping For Justice March on December 16th at

         22  12:00. We'll be marching from 59th Street and Fifth

         23  Avenue, all the way down to Macy's on December 16th.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I attended a

          4  meeting last night, a private meeting with black and

          5  Latino police officers in East New York. A

          6  significant number of them had indicated to me that

          7  they were directed by their supervisors to only

          8  arrest individuals in certain parts of Brooklyn.

          9  They also indicated to me that the pressure was

         10  being put upon them to make arrests, and that

         11  therefore that was adding to the tension in the City

         12  of New York. We prayed with them, we surrounded them

         13  and we said that we would support them. But all of

         14  their hearts were heavy and they needed to share

         15  with the individuals who were in the room the fact

         16  that they were being pressured to make arrests and

         17  arrests of only certain people. And that when three

         18  or four of them gather in any local precincts, often

         19  times they are harassed and accused of having

         20  guardian meetings, unofficial guardian meetings.

         21                 I hope all of us come together on

         22  December 16th and shop for justice. This is a human

         23  rights issue when a disproportionate number of

         24  people of color are dying as a result of police

         25  conduct. It's not a black issue, it's not a white
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          2  issue, it's a human rights issue. And all of us

          3  should stand for justice, justice for Sean Bell,

          4  justice for the countless number of individuals who

          5  unfortunately have died as a result of police

          6  conduct. And I hope that this body would move a

          7  commission, the legislation forward, to develop a

          8  commission to study civilian fatalities as a result

          9  of police conduct.

         10                 And to the Staten Island Delegation

         11  on another issue, congratulations on NASCAR. I would

         12  hope all of my colleagues would join me, because the

         13  Atlantic Yards Project that they are trying to rush

         14  under the Pataki Administration in these last days,

         15  a process which has been flawed from beginning to

         16  end, a process which has not involved the community,

         17  and has not involved a local elected official, and

         18  in fact has made and end run around local elected

         19  officials, I hope that project is stopped, and/or I

         20  hope it is postponed to the new administration.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to

         25  thank Speaker Quinn and her staff and all of the
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          2  members of the Council for continuing to focus on

          3  developing some real initiatives to deal with the

          4  problems in policing and the ideas on community

          5  reforms.

          6                 You know, we've had a very difficult

          7  two-week period, but we've already had three

          8  conference calls which have been so prolific that we

          9  have had more members on the call than the call

         10  could allow. Members have been reaching out on a

         11  consistent basis to talk about ideas and share

         12  resources and bring information together so that the

         13  Council can come up with a definitive plan of action

         14  on how we deal with this problem that is affecting

         15  our entire City, every borough, every member, every

         16  young person, every adult in the City, we're dealing

         17  with the issues of police reform.

         18                 Now, one of the things that we have

         19  to deal with, and we will be putting out a specific

         20  set of ideas, proposals, meetings, opportunities for

         21  clergy, outreach and community involvement,

         22  opportunities for youth involvement and youth

         23  speakouts, and I just want to commend the Speaker,

         24  her staff, and all of our members that are

         25  deliberately working in a methodical and reflective
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          2  way on how we can make positive changes to improve

          3  the life of all of the residents of our City.

          4                 We also need to, as other members

          5  have said, deal with the problem of police

          6  harassment in our communities. Right now in

          7  Southeast Queens the police are chasing down ahead

          8  of the District Attorney's Office, anyone who was at

          9  the club or anyone that was related to anyone that

         10  had been at that club in order to shape the agenda

         11  to force the case to be pushed along their

         12  particular agenda, and please, we need to have the

         13  police stop the harassment and allow the DA to be

         14  the first and only investigator in this case.

         15                 So, I'm making a call on behalf of

         16  myself and the residents of Queens to the Police

         17  Commissioner and to the Mayor to stop the

         18  unnecessary harassment of anyone that was involved

         19  in this case, allow the DA to be the first person to

         20  interview the witnesses and the primary interviewer

         21  for all the witnesses in this particular case that

         22  is affecting this entire City. We cannot afford to

         23  have a botched investigation. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

         25  Council Member Mealy?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: I'd like to

          3  vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups and coupled

          4  General Orders.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 Council Member Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I have other

          8  business if I can. This is the discussion on new

          9  items? Well, a little less important in the scheme

         10  of life today, I think there's been a lot of good

         11  discussion on the issue of December -- on the

         12  Saturday rally, so I thank my colleagues for the

         13  discussion on that item. But on another note and a

         14  new item of business is a piece of legislation that

         15  I've introduced today on quality of life issues for

         16  smaller communities and smaller neighborhoods, it

         17  is, believe it or not, about raccoons, which are a

         18  huge issue in one- and two-family areas, but right

         19  now the Department of Health and the City is telling

         20  us that they have no authority or power to remove

         21  these animals from neighborhoods. I would like to

         22  give them authority to do that. Have the Department

         23  of Health or Animal Care and Control write

         24  regulations in order to do that. So, the legislation

         25  is being introduced today. Please look for that if
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          2  it is a problem in your community, and I thank you

          3  for your attention.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          5  nobody else -- oh, I'm sorry, I've got to read the

          6  vote. All items on today's General Order calendar

          7  were adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative,

          8  zero in the negative and zero abstentions.

          9                 Seeing nobody else, done.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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