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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we could ask the

          3  folks from Young Audiences to come on in? Why don't

          4  we all line up right here.

          5                 Okay, well, we have some visitors

          6  with us today from the Young Audiences Group and I'm

          7  going to ask one of them to hold the proclamation,

          8  and folks should take some time in the Committee

          9  Room where you can see the works of art done by some

         10  of the young people who are with us today, and I'm

         11  going to ask our cultural czar to speak for a moment

         12  and then we'll hear from the Director of Young

         13  Audiences.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Well, first

         15  of all, we want to welcome the Young Audiences to

         16  our wonderful Council Chamber, it's a privilege for

         17  you all to be here, especially from the children

         18  coming here today in the Council Chamber, because we

         19  here in the New York City Council, we believe in

         20  what the Young Audience are, what their goal is,

         21  what their mission is, and that is to educate all

         22  children throughout the public school system, and

         23  give them all an opportunity to use their artistic

         24  talents in promoting oneself and expressing oneself.

         25  And it's programs like Young Audience that gives
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          2  children across the City the opportunity to make

          3  their dreams come true, because every child has what

          4  it takes, but it's up to that child to make that

          5  dream come true, but we have to promote young

          6  audiences to bring out the best of our children,

          7  through their talents. So, we want to welcome you

          8  and tell you, young audiences, keep up the good

          9  work, because we in the City Council, under the

         10  leadership of Christine Quinn, we appreciate all

         11  that you have done and we will continue to support

         12  you.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         14                 And let me give the mic now over to

         15  the Director of Young Audiences.

         16                 MR. SCHULTZ: Thank you very much for

         17  this prestigious honor. I'd especially like to thank

         18  Council Speaker Christine Quinn, Council Member

         19  Garodnick, Council Member Felder, Council Member

         20  Recchia, Council Member Weprin and Council Member

         21  Arroyo.

         22                 Today you have the opportunity to see

         23  a small part of what you support and your funding

         24  makes possible. Today also demonstrates the

         25  important role of having partnerships between the
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          2  corporate sector, government and not-for-profits.

          3                 Research continuously reminds us of

          4  the importance of the arts in every child's

          5  education. At this time in New York City on average

          6  there is one arts education teacher, which includes

          7  dance, music, theater and visual arts for every

          8  4,200 students. This is why Young Audience New

          9  York's mission is to advance the artistic and

         10  educational development of the New York City public

         11  school students by bringing students together with

         12  professional artists of all disciplines, to learn,

         13  create, and participate in the arts more important

         14  than ever.

         15                 By connecting professional artists

         16  with children, teachers and families, our goal is to

         17  make arts an essential part of every New York City

         18  student's education.

         19                 Our programs and services out in the

         20  field have annually enriched the lives of over

         21  200,000 students of all grade levels in

         22  approximately 240 schools, who represent the breath

         23  of cultural and economic diversity in the City's

         24  five boroughs.

         25                 The work that you see before you
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          2  today was created by these students who are being

          3  honored here today, and is a prime example of what

          4  is possible, when you bring together professional

          5  artists with students, teachers and families.

          6                 From the beginning we believed in the

          7  power of arts to affect a child's life in a number

          8  of positive ways, to inspire, to transform and to

          9  educate. After 54 years of experience and research,

         10  we continue to witness the truth of that belief.

         11                 Thank you, again.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, all. And I

         13  want to encourage everybody to go into the Committee

         14  Room to look at the great artwork that is here

         15  today. The folks took me up to see the picture that

         16  somebody made of lizards because I said I was afraid

         17  of lizards, and they said, the young man said the

         18  only way you'll ever overcome your fears is to

         19  address them and work through them, so they took me

         20  right up to the lizard. The good news is, I'm no

         21  longer afraid of lizards, so thank you. And now

         22  we're all going to get our picture taken. So, we're

         23  going to look at Bill in the orange shirt, and we're

         24  going to crunch together and we're going to say on

         25  three, we love art, okay?
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          2                 Thank you, guys. All right, we're

          3  going to exit stage left. Thank.

          4                 (Proclamation read into the record.)

          5                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          6  New York is pleased and proud to honor Young

          7  Audiences New York and American International Group

          8  for 54 years of outstanding dedication to arts

          9  education; and

         10                 Whereas: Young Audiences New York

         11  (YANY) is dedicated to opening up the vital

         12  experience of art to as many young lives as

         13  possible. It believes that art can increase the

         14  potential of our moments, and is dedicated to

         15  advancing the artistic and educational development

         16  of New York City Public School students by bringing

         17  them together with professional artists of all

         18  disciplines to learn, create and participate in the

         19  arts; and

         20                 Whereas: During the 2004-2005 school

         21  year, YANY reached approximately 20,000 students in

         22  arts residences and an additional 180,000 students,

         23  teachers and families with educational performances,

         24  professional development programs and family events

         25  in 240 schools and community organizations
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          2  throughout New York City and the metropolitan area;

          3  and

          4                 Whereas: YANY's impact in the lives

          5  of our children has been nothing less than seismic.

          6  It has challenged them as thinkers; encouraged them

          7  as performers; guided them as budding artists and

          8  given them the space within which to develop their

          9  unique, imaginative responses to the world; and

         10                 Whereas: Since 1998, YANY has been

         11  partnered with the American International Group

         12  (AIG) to bring visual arts residences to our City's

         13  schools. In the 2005-2006 school year, students from

         14  three New York City public schools worked with three

         15  teaching artists to express holiday themes in a

         16  universal language. Selected pieces have been

         17  featured on this year's AIG holiday cards as well in

         18  an exhibition traveling throughout New York City;

         19  and

         20                 Whereas: The YANY/AIG Visual

         21  Partnership Project exemplifies what is possible

         22  when two organizations committed to the arts and

         23  arts education join forces to benefit the lives of

         24  children. We are truly fortunate to have such

         25  organizations in our City, and it is with the
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          2  deepest gratitude of this legislative body that we

          3  acknowledge their commitment to art and our City's

          4  youth; now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York honors YOUNG AUDIENCES NEW YORK,

          7  its executive director, John G. Schultz, and

          8  American International Group for their outstanding

          9  commitment to arts education.

         10                 Signed this 15th day of November in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         12  Speaker for the Entire Council; Maria del Carmen

         13  Arroyo, Council Member, 17th District, Bronx; Simcha

         14  Felder, Council Member, 14th District, Brooklyn;

         15  Daniel R. Garodnick, Council Member, 4th District,

         16  Manhattan; Domenic M. Recchia, Jr., Council Member,

         17  47th District, Brooklyn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: And now we're going to

         19  have another proclamation presentation, speaking of

         20  things we love, it's a proclamation for the

         21  Committee to save St. Brigid's Church, and if we

         22  could just ask for a little quiet in the Chambers

         23  for a moment, please? And if the folks from the

         24  Committee to save St. Brigid's, including our own

         25  Peg Toro, who when I went to a Committee to Save St.
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          2  Brigid's Church event a couple of weeks ago, and who

          3  was working the door but Peg Toro, so she's as

          4  active and responsible outside of the Council as she

          5  is in. And, so, I'm going to give the mic over to

          6  Rosie Mendez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I'm proud to

          8  be here today with my neighbors, many who are

          9  parishioners and may who have just embraced this

         10  issue, to save this church. And it's not just a

         11  church, and it's not just a building, it's what it

         12  embodies. It embodies the history of immigrants, it

         13  embodies the history of the Lower East Side, and our

         14  struggle is not over, and I thank you for everything

         15  that you do each and every day.

         16                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I want to thank

         17  everyone, especially the Speaker, Christine Quinn,

         18  for this prestigious moment of the recognition, and

         19  our Council Member Rosie Mendez.

         20                 Our neighborhood is undergoing so

         21  much change and it is so important to maintain its

         22  heritage, especially the few pieces of history which

         23  we have left in the Lower East Side.

         24                 So, I want to thank the Speaker once

         25  again for recognizing the importance of keeping our
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          2  heritage, of keeping these important pieces of land

          3  and not giving into developers and the change that's

          4  undergoing our neighborhood.

          5                 Thank you once again, Speaker, and

          6  thank you, Rosie Mendez, for recognizing us and for

          7  supporting us in our cause. And once again, thank

          8  God, for all the help.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I also want to on

         10  behalf of myself and Council Member Mendez, thank

         11  the Chairperson of our Landmarks of our

         12  Subcommittee, Council Member Jessica Lappin for her

         13  support of our efforts to save St. Brigid's as well,

         14  and if the clerk could read the proclamation, that

         15  would be great.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         17  York, Proclamation.

         18                 The Council of the City of New York

         19  is please and proud to honor the Committee to Save

         20  St. Brigid's Church on the occasion of its Second

         21  Anniversary as a broad-based community coalition;

         22  and

         23                 Whereas: Our City is enriched by

         24  individuals and organizations that understand and

         25  value the importance of community, and whose
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          2  contributions have greatly enhanced the lives of

          3  others; and

          4                 Whereas: Today, we are immensely

          5  proud to honor the Committee to Save St. Brigid's

          6  Church, a coalition of Catholic parishioners, Lower

          7  East Side residents, Irish Americans and hundreds of

          8  other individuals who are committed to preserving

          9  the cultural and historic significance of this house

         10  of worship; and

         11                 Whereas: When St. Brigid's Church was

         12  closed in 2001 due to alleged unsafe building

         13  conditions, its parishioners raised $103,000 to

         14  restore the structure as they worshipped in the

         15  school basement; and

         16                 Whereas: Created in 2004, the

         17  Committee to Save St. Brigid's Church marched to St.

         18  Patrick's Church in October of that year to request

         19  that the St. Brigid's Church be restored and

         20  reopened; and

         21                 Whereas: St. Brigid's Church was

         22  built in 1848 by Patrick Keely, an up-and-coming

         23  Catholic Church architect born in County Tipperary,

         24  Ireland; and

         25                 Whereas: St. Brigid's Church is known
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          2  as the "Famine Irish" church for its importance to

          3  the City's Irish immigrants who came to the United

          4  States to escape the Great Hunger; and

          5                 Whereas: The Irish Shipbuilders were

          6  hired to construct St. Brigid's Church and their

          7  faces can be found carved into the arches of the

          8  church; and

          9                 Whereas: St. Brigid's Church is an

         10  important and historic architectural monument to the

         11  immigrant history of the Lower East Side, and has

         12  served numerous immigrant communities over the last

         13  150 years; and

         14                 Whereas: The Committee to Save St.

         15  Brigid's Church continues to strive to restore and

         16  reopen the historic and architecturally significant

         17  structure for the benefit of all New Yorkers; now,

         18  therefore;

         19                 Be it known; that the Council of the

         20  City of New York acknowledges and honors The

         21  contributions of the Committee to Save St. Brigid's

         22  Church.

         23                 Signed this 15th day of November in

         24  the year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         25  Speaker for the Entire Council; Rosie Mendez,
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          2  Council Member, 2nd District, Manhattan.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Before we

          4  have the roll call, can Council Member Brewer do her

          5  introduction, please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          7  much. I want to introduce the students here from

          8  Brandeis High School. They're here for the first

          9  time at City Hall. Why don't you just wave your

         10  hands. They're all seniors on their way to college,

         11  but I know that Council Member Gioia has been

         12  focusing on this, they're all eligible to vote but

         13  only one got registered. So, we're going to make

         14  sure that all students in the City of New York

         15  graduating high school are going to register to

         16  vote.

         17                 Thank you very much, the entire

         18  Council, for giving them a shout out. Thank you,

         19  Madam Speaker. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         21  Roll call.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

          5  Ma'am.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          7  present. All rise for the Invocation by Reverend

          8  Jonathan Glass.

          9                 Quiet, please.

         10                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you, Madam Public

         11  Advocate.

         12                 Men and women of the City Council, as

         13  government officials, your focus tends to be, as it

         14  should be, on the problems of society in how to

         15  rectify them.

         16                 However, we must not allow such focus

         17  to overwhelm our awareness of how blessed is the

         18  time and place in which we live. Next week on

         19  Thursday we will spend the day hopefully regaining

         20  that perspective as to how lucky we really are to be

         21  in the greatest City in the world.

         22                 Yes, there is much awry here and

         23  abroad, but if we don't remember to appreciate all

         24  that is right in the world, and with our lives, why

         25  should we be allowed to continue to enjoy them.
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          2                 May the City Council, therefore, be

          3  blessed to celebrate the holiday in its proper

          4  spirit.

          5                 Amen.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          7  adopt, by Council Member Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I make a

          9  motion to spread the invocation in full.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         11  the minutes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I make a

         13  motion that the minutes of the State Meeting of

         14  September 27th and October 11th be adopted as

         15  printed.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: And Madam Public

         17  Advocate, if I could ask my colleagues to again rise

         18  for a moment, please.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise,

         20  please.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: First, I think it's

         22  important for us to note today that we have been

         23  very blessed since our last Stated Council Meeting

         24  in that we have not lost any New York resident in

         25  fighting in Iraq or in Afghanistan since our last
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          2  Stated Council Meeting.

          3                 I note that because there are a few

          4  Council meetings where we can actually say that we

          5  have not lost someone, we're not remembering one of

          6  New York City's residents.

          7                 We have, though, since our last

          8  Stated Meeting, there has been a loss to the New

          9  York City family, William Bracie died at 86 since

         10  the last Stated Meeting. He was a New York City

         11  police officer who rose through the ranks to become

         12  New York City's first African-American three-star

         13  chief. Ray Kelly said upon his passing that if like

         14  the Yankees, the NYPD had a Monument Park, there

         15  would be a statue for Bill Bracie there for sure.

         16                 Chief Bracie joined the Police

         17  Department in 1946 and capped his 36-year career by

         18  serving as Chief of Department for three years

         19  before his retirement in 1982. Chief Bracie was a

         20  founding member of the National Organization of

         21  Black Law Enforcement Executives. Lieutenant Victor

         22  Sweeten of the NYPD Guardians Association said that

         23  Chief Gracie "Pushed the door open and held it so

         24  others could go through." Chief Bracie lived with

         25  his wife Louise in Queens, where they raised a
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          2  daughter and two sons.

          3                 (Moment of Silence Observed.)

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And I want

          5  to thank Gary Altman of the Speaker's Office to

          6  whose attention Chief Bracie's passing came and who

          7  made sure we noted it today at our Stated Council

          8  Meeting.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         10  Papers from the Mayor.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         13  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 426 on page one

         15  through M 468 on page six, applications for new

         16  renewal, change of ownership, change of location,

         17  base station licenses.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         20  and Communications.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         23  Call-Ups.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 469 and M 470.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on a Call-Up
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          2  vote.

          3                 If we can have a roll call on the

          4  Land Use Call-Ups.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on both.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

                                                            27

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         12  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 45 in the

         13  affirmative, zero negative.

         14                 Communication from the Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. We are

         16  voting on a few important matters today. First we're

         17  voting on Intro. 132-A and Intro. 216-A. They were

         18  introduced by Council Members Recchia and Gentile

         19  and were passed by our Housing and Buildings

         20  Committee. And I want to thank both Council Members

         21  Recchia and Gentile for introducing them and thank

         22  the Chair of our Housing Committee, Council Member

         23  Dilan, for moving these matters through his

         24  Committee quickly. Both of these matters, both of

         25  these bills deal with the very real problem that
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          2  exists in all five of our boroughs, from the Bronx

          3  to Staten Island, of work being done, illegal and

          4  inappropriate work being done at times without

          5  permits from the Department of Buildings, or work

          6  being done in violation of a stop work order.

          7                 Both of these bills seek to give City

          8  Government and community residents more tools in

          9  their efforts to make sure that work that goes on in

         10  our neighborhood, building work, is work that has

         11  been reviewed and approved by the appropriate City

         12  agencies. This is incredibly important, because

         13  although the real estate and development boom that

         14  exists now in our City can be a very good thing,

         15  when it occurs outside of approval in an unchecked

         16  manner it can have very negative consequences on our

         17  neighborhoods.

         18                 That's why both of these bills, one

         19  criminalizes work without a permit, and

         20  significantly increases the fines for work without a

         21  permit.

         22                 The second criminalizes doing work in

         23  violation of a stop work order, and also increases

         24  the penalties for doing work in violation of a stop

         25  work order.
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          2                 In addition to these bills helping us

          3  protect our neighborhoods, they're also important

          4  tools to help protect workers.

          5                 Often workers will be told by the

          6  people who are employing them that they have to go

          7  out and do construction work, even if it's in

          8  violation of a stop work order. And often stop work

          9  orders are issued because of dangerous and hazardous

         10  conditions. Those workers' safety is often put at

         11  risk by bosses who violate stop work orders. So, I'm

         12  proud of the assistance that we're giving

         13  neighborhoods, preserving their integrity and also

         14  the tools we're putting in place to protect and

         15  hopefully keep workers safer on the job.

         16                 I want to first call on the Chair of

         17  our Housing Committee, Council Member Eric Dilan, to

         18  comment on these bills and again want to thank him

         19  for his work on these bills and thank him in advance

         20  for his ongoing work against illegal demolition and

         21  illegal building in our City.

         22                 Chairperson Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         24  Madam Speaker.

         25                 Just very, very briefly, both of the
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          2  bills, as the Speaker mentioned, seek to impose a

          3  misdemeanor on anyone, in the case of 132-A,

          4  illegally demolishes a building without a permit, so

          5  instead of the cost of doing -- instead of seeing

          6  the fine or the past penalty as a cost of doing

          7  business, now they may think twice because it

          8  becomes a misdemeanor.

          9                 Additionally in 132-A sponsored by my

         10  colleague Vincent Gentile, it will increase the

         11  minimum fine for demolishing a one- and two-family

         12  home without a permit to $5,000 with a maximum fine

         13  of up to $10,000.

         14                 Intro. 216-A sponsored by Council

         15  Member Recchia, would also increase penalties. It

         16  would have a three-tiered fine system. The minimum

         17  fine would be $2,000 for the first offense, $5,000

         18  for the second offense, and $10,000 for the third

         19  and every offense thereafter, and has some

         20  mechanisms in the bill to increase the fine to a

         21  maximum of $15,000.

         22                 I'd like to congratulate both Council

         23  Members Gentile and Recchia on getting these bills

         24  passed. I'd also like to thank the Committee staff,

         25  Terzah Nasser, the Counsel to my Committee, Rob
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          2  Newman, the Legislative Director of the Council, for

          3  working extremely hard on these bills, as well as

          4  the Department of Buildings in working in

          5  collaboration with Council staff to make these bills

          6  much stronger and more enforceable out there.

          7                 So, I'd like to again congratulate

          8  the sponsors and turn it back to you, Madam Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. We're going

         10  to hear from the bill sponsors first, Council Member

         11  Recchia and then Council Member Gentile. There is no

         12  requirement that you sit in the front row, though,

         13  to do legislation on this matter, just in case

         14  members are wondering.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: First I want

         16  to thank Jim and Rob and Liz Fine and all the

         17  attorneys working on this, and the staff of the

         18  Housing and Buildings Committee, and Erik Dilan and

         19  the Speaker for getting this passed.

         20                 The passage of Intro. 132-A is going

         21  to create additional criminal and civil penalties

         22  for any person found guilty of having conducted

         23  demolition without a work permit on a one- or

         24  two-family dwelling.

         25                 The person will be guilty of a
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          2  misdemeanor punishable by fine between 5,000 and

          3  10,000, and/or a maximum of jail sentence of six

          4  months. Safety is the number one concern for both

          5  workers and the residents of the City of New York.

          6                 I am tired of my constituents being

          7  held hostage by the fly-by-night contractor, and

          8  it's time we take a stand against illegal

          9  demolition, construction and stop work order

         10  violations.

         11                 This legislation will help to ensure

         12  that there are serious repercussions for those who

         13  choose to violate regulations that are in place in

         14  order to protect the citizens of New York and give

         15  the Buildings Department the ammunition that they

         16  need to protect the citizens.

         17                 I want to make sure that the quality

         18  of life of people throughout the City does not

         19  suffer at the whim of contractors looking to make a

         20  quick buck.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Council Member

         23  Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker. How often have we seen contractors
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          2  and developers that work without required permits,

          3  or work beyond in violation of a stop work order. We

          4  see that over and over and over again in our City

          5  and it's being done because the financial incentive

          6  to the developer or the contractor to continue the

          7  work or do the work without a permit is far in

          8  excess of the fine that is imposed by the Department

          9  of Buildings.

         10                 So, we're going to change that today

         11  with this legislation and the companion piece by

         12  Councilman Recchia, by increasing the fines

         13  significantly on the civil side, and creating

         14  criminal penalties, we as Chairman Dilan said, send

         15  the message that we mean business, and that these

         16  fines will be significant enough that it will

         17  financially hurt any contractor or developer that

         18  violates a stop work order or builds without a

         19  permit.

         20                 So, I want to thank Councilman Dilan

         21  and his Chairmanship as chair of the Buildings

         22  Committee, and also Rob Newman and his staff for

         23  their help in this legislation, and I thank the

         24  Speaker for her leadership and ask for a positive

         25  vote.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          3                 We're also voting today on a piece of

          4  legislation which contains the recommendations from

          5  the Mayor's Quadriennial Commission. These

          6  recommendations are for salary increases for members

          7  of this City Council, the Mayor, the Public

          8  Advocate, the Comptroller, the five borough

          9  presidents and the five district attorneys.

         10                 This recommendation from the

         11  Quadrennial Commission will be the first time that

         12  any of those elected officers have had pay raises in

         13  seven years.

         14                 I believe that the recommendations

         15  from the Commission are fair and that it is more

         16  than appropriate for the Council to move today to

         17  raise the salaries of all the City elected

         18  officials.

         19                 The Charter prescribes that the

         20  Quadrennial Commission meet every four years, given

         21  the financial very, very tight times that the City

         22  was in after September 11, all agreed that the

         23  Quadrennial Commission's actions and it being pulled

         24  together should be postponed. But now we're at a

         25  time where I believe it is appropriate for the
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          2  salaries of all elected officials to get raised.

          3  This City Council, the 51 members, this City Council

          4  now holds the full responsibility of passing the

          5  budget with the Mayor of the City of New York.

          6                 This is the fourth largest budget in

          7  the country. We have also not just passed the

          8  budget, but in the new City Council have set out to

          9  reform the City budget and have already only after

         10  one budget made important steps forward in moving

         11  the budget to being a more thoughtful document that

         12  is more responsive to the needs of New Yorkers.

         13                 Look at our first budget, it

         14  contained without negotiations $12 million to

         15  protect police officers as they go out every day

         16  into harm's way, if for the first-time ever,

         17  base-lined programs, like library funding and summer

         18  jobs for kids in need, and that's only part of the

         19  work that we're charged with. We're also charged

         20  with voting on large and small matters of land use,

         21  ranging from special permits to disposition of City

         22  land to massive huge zonings in all five of the

         23  boroughs.

         24                 In addition, we're the entity that

         25  has full oversight responsibility on all of the City
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          2  agencies. We've seen this City Council use that

          3  oversight authority in important and thoughtful

          4  ways. Working with the Mayor our General Welfare

          5  Committee responded in the wake of the tragic death

          6  of Nixzmary Brown and we saw those oversight

          7  hearings result in immediate action. It was the

          8  questions of Council Member Lappin at that hearing

          9  that resulted in the caseworkers at ACS getting

         10  hand-held computers and cell phones so that they

         11  could better do their job and hopefully prevent

         12  other children from suffering the tragic fate that

         13  Nixzmary Brown did.

         14                 Now, I could go on for hours listing

         15  the accomplishments of this City Council, the

         16  accomplishments that happen in this building, but

         17  that's only part of our work. The lion's share and

         18  perhaps most important part of our work is fighting

         19  for our constituents and responding to the calls and

         20  e-mails we get, seven days a week, 24 hours a day

         21  from our constituents when they are in need of help.

         22                 And I know that all of us in this

         23  building are on the job full-time responding to

         24  those needs and helping those constituents when they

         25  reach out to us, whether it's preventing someone at
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          2  risk of an illegal eviction, whether it's stopping

          3  illegal construction in our neighborhood, whether

          4  it's getting additional litter baskets on the corner

          5  of the busy intersection to make sure that our

          6  streets are not dirty.

          7                 All of this work is work we engage in

          8  on a regular basis, it's work we should be very

          9  proud of, it's work our constituents support and I

         10  believe it is that work that puts us in a position

         11  today where the salary increases proposed by the

         12  quadrennial commission are fair and appropriate, and

         13  I urge my colleagues to vote in favor of them.

         14                 And finally, I have one last

         15  communication from the Speaker, on a not quite as

         16  serious but an equally important note. Council

         17  Member Sears wanted me to note that today is Ed

         18  Kiernan's 25th birthday, a staff member in her

         19  office.

         20                 So, from the very big issues, from

         21  the very large issues of protecting our

         22  neighborhoods from illegal construction and

         23  inappropriate development to important issues of pay

         24  raise, to small issues of saying happy birthday to

         25  our staff, we try to cover it all here at the City
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          2  Council, and that concludes the Communications from

          3  the Speaker.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of General Orders.

          6                 Council Member Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: If I might? I

          8  just want to commend Council Members Recchia and

          9  Gentile on the legislation. Particularly I want to

         10  highlight the bill impacting stop work orders. We've

         11  done four hearings in four different boroughs with

         12  the DOB task force and the issue of violation of

         13  stop work orders usually is raised within the first

         14  15 minutes, and this is a great step in trying to

         15  address that and it's what we can do legislatively.

         16                 And I also want to thank the Speaker

         17  and Chair, Housing and Buildings Chair Dilan,

         18  because this bill is, these bills are the product of

         19  negotiating with the Administration and negotiating

         20  with the Department of Buildings, and I think it's

         21  the latest piece of evidence that we have turned the

         22  corner to some degree in our relationship with DOB,

         23  and we are cognizant of the fact that this is just

         24  the start and there's other bills and ways that we

         25  can work together to tighten that up.
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          2                 We'll be out in Council Member Rosie

          3  Mendez's district I believe in a couple of weeks at

          4  the fifth hearing we'll be holding, and we'll be

          5  able to say to those folks when they raise stop work

          6  orders, that the Council has taken an affirmative

          7  step, hopefully, to go beyond what was probably less

          8  than the cost of doing business penalty to something

          9  that is real and hopefully a disincentive for that,

         10  and I commend Council Members Recchia and Gentile

         11  for their work.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Vacca.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I would like to

         15  rise also regarding Intro. 132 and 216. These

         16  Building Department issues are important to many

         17  communities in New York City.

         18                 What we indeed have to watch are

         19  demolition permits, we have to watch stop work

         20  orders and we have to watch what they call

         21  alteration permits. Under alternation permits, some

         22  people have taken it upon themselves to demolish

         23  entire buildings. Gone overnight. That's not an

         24  alteration. That's a building gone, that's a

         25  demolition. In my district we have had stop work

                                                            41

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  orders issued because the individual went too far.

          3  They often file under alteration because they cannot

          4  meet new zonings that we've been successful in

          5  pushing through at the Council's City Planning

          6  Commission community board levels. So, in order to

          7  be grandfathered in under old zoning that we

          8  successfully lobbied to change, many people use the

          9  alteration method. It requires that neighborhoods be

         10  cognizant, monitor, be aware and be on top of all

         11  filings made at DOB. So, I caution my colleagues,

         12  both these two laws are good, but without a

         13  monitoring aspect and an understanding of ways that

         14  are still being used to get around what we call

         15  demolition, without that even this legislation will

         16  not meet the need.

         17                 So, I raise your awareness on that

         18  particular issue. Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         20  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         23  Standing Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on Finance, Reso 586-A. HUB Third Avenue
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          2  and the North Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement

          3  District.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          5  General Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

          7  612.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 300 and Reso 614,

         11  and LU 301 and Reso 615, Supportive Housing Program.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         15  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         16                 Intro. 458. Compensation levels for

         17  elected officials.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         22                 Intro. 132-A. Demolition work.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         24  General Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 216-A.
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          2  Penalties for stop work orders.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          4  General Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          6  Committee on Land Use.

          7                 LU 207 and Reso 616, LU 215 and Reso

          8  617, and LU 298 and Reso 618, various UDAAPs.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 305 and Reso 619

         12  and LU 306 and Reso 620, and Preconsidered LU 320

         13  and Reso 621. Zoning amendments.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I am speaking to --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

         22  Council member. It was written above something.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Quite all

         24  right.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Gary, come
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          2  here. Do you see where it's written.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Preconsidered Intro.

          4  457.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: It's not my

          6  fault, but I ask for your apology anyway.

          7                 General Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Intro.

          9  457, naming of 64 thoroughfares and public places.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: That item has been

         11  laid over.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         13  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Those are

         15  coupled on the General Order Calendar.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

         20                 I am introducing today an amendment

         21  to Intro. 458 of 2006. I'll briefly read the

         22  amendment and then make a few comments about them.

         23                 The amendments are as follows:

         24  Section 2 of Intro. 458, regarding Subdivision B of

         25  Section 26 of New York City Charter, as amended by
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          2  Local 41 for the Year 1999, should be amended to

          3  read as follows:

          4                 The second sentence of that

          5  paragraph, which starts, "In addition, any Council

          6  member while serving as a Committee Chairperson or

          7  other officer of the Council may also be paid in

          8  addition to such salary an allowance fixed by

          9  resolution after a hearing for the particular and

         10  additional services pertaining to the additional

         11  duties of such position." That sentence would be

         12  deleted under my amendment.

         13                 The second portion is Section 7 of

         14  Intro. 458 regarding the effective date of this

         15  local law shall be amended as follows: Currently the

         16  law, as it is written, if passed, makes the

         17  effective date of the pay increase as of November

         18  1st, 2006. My amendment would make that effective

         19  January 1st, 2010, and the third amendment would be

         20  to create a new Section 26-A, requiring that upon

         21  effective date of this local law, which if amended,

         22  would be January 1st, 2010. Council members would be

         23  restricted from receiving earned income from other

         24  sources of employment.

         25                 These amendments would do three
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          2  things: One, it would change what is technically,

          3  and I say technically for a reason, a part-time job

          4  to a full-time position. I recognize that Council

          5  Members really do work full-time, but it is still

          6  technically a part-time position.

          7                 Second, I really believe, I firmly

          8  believe it is unethical for this body to vote itself

          9  a raise. And under no excuse, no reasoning, can make

         10  it so. The only legitimate way to do this is to vote

         11  it for the next class of Council members, which

         12  would make it effective 2010.

         13                 And second, since we would be getting

         14  a pay raise, let us make some real reform in this

         15  body, and eliminate the anti-good government

         16  practice or lulus or stipends, which no disrespect

         17  intended to the leadership of this body, but it is a

         18  mechanism by which the leadership of any legislative

         19  body uses as a method to control its members.

         20                 Let us make some real reform. That is

         21  why I'm introducing these amendments, and I hope

         22  that you will support it.

         23                 I would want to, first of all, I want

         24  to thank the Speaker Christine Quinn, for allowing

         25  me to introduce this resolution, this amendment,
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          2  because I believe that even introducing this

          3  amendment is really a step in making this body much

          4  more democratic.

          5                 I thank you, Madam Public Speaker.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Fidler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate. I rise to speak in opposition

         10  to the amendment and in favor of Intro. 458.

         11                 You know, I took out my vocabulary

         12  workshop and I looked up the meaning of the word

         13  quadrennial, which is supposed to be every four

         14  years, so I guess you have to sit here and wonder

         15  why it's been seven years since the salaries of

         16  elected officials from Mayor on down to Council,

         17  have not been changed in the City of New York. And

         18  the simple matter of fact is that though the law

         19  mandated that a quadrennial commission meet every

         20  four years, that didn't happen. And if it had

         21  happened, we wouldn't be standing here today in what

         22  the prior Speaker felt was an ethical dilemma.

         23                 Had we not been mindful of the fiscal

         24  constraints this City was in in the Year 2003, we

         25  could have forced the issue of whether or not it was
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          2  the appropriate time to raise the pay for the Mayor,

          3  the Public Advocate, the Comptroller, for the

          4  Borough President, the District Attorneys and for

          5  the City Council members, yes, the City Council

          6  members, too, and then we wouldn't be in this

          7  situation. And hopefully we won't be in that

          8  situation again, and hopefully the City will

          9  flourish economically and we will never have to look

         10  at the issue of whether or not we are being unfair

         11  to look at a salary increase for elected officials

         12  from top down with fiscal constraints.

         13                 Now, let's go to the issue of

         14  full-time, part-time, and I want to say right now to

         15  each and every one of you that I love this job. I am

         16  proud to be a member of the City Council, and if I

         17  could and I had to, I'd do it for nothing. I can't

         18  get Ithica College to waive my son's room and board

         19  and college tuition, I can't get Sunoco to give me

         20  free gas, and I can't get my mortgage company to

         21  waive my mortgage payment. I am not in the luxurious

         22  position that Mayor Mike Bloomberg is in to be able

         23  to do his job for a dollar a year. I wish I could. I

         24  can't. But I work full-time. My day began yesterday

         25  at a Housing and Buildings Committee meeting, I

                                                            49

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  attended five civic meetings in my district. I got

          3  home at 10:30 and I then reviewed the district

          4  office mail for the day. We work full time. We are,

          5  in fact, full-time elected officials. The voters in

          6  my district never, ever don't see me when I should

          7  be some place to be seen. And, so, I am not

          8  embarrassed to stand up here and support this bill

          9  because we do the job that we were elected to do,

         10  and we do it well.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

         12  Quinn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         14                 I outlined before why I believe this

         15  raise is fair and appropriate. I want to speak to

         16  the issues raised in the amendment, and I want to

         17  echo the sentiments of Council Member Fidler.

         18                 This, I have never seen a legislative

         19  body which worked harder than the New York City

         20  Council. I know that this Council is more than a

         21  full-time City Council because on a regular basis I

         22  am out with each one of you in your districts early

         23  in the morning, meeting people on their way to work,

         24  late at night as we're out with civic organizations

         25  and community groups responding to their problems.

                                                            50

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 I also know that many Council members

          3  take on additional responsibilities as Committee

          4  chairs or Subcommittee chairs, and when you take on

          5  that additional responsibility, it in no way lessens

          6  the burden you have of work in your district.

          7                 There isn't one constituent who is

          8  going to wait a day longer to have their eviction

          9  prevented, or to get their heat turned on because

         10  you happen to be Chair of a Committee.

         11                 I believe it is appropriate for

         12  people who take on additional responsibility and

         13  additional work to receive additional compensation

         14  for that.

         15                 In addition, there is nothing

         16  unethical about the vote we are taking today. We are

         17  taking it in open site. We have publicized with the

         18  help of the media extensively that this vote is

         19  occurring. We are taking it under rules that have

         20  been reformed and made extraordinarily open. In

         21  fact, I want to thank Council Member Avella for

         22  noting that he has been of course allowed to

         23  introduce this amendment, as is his right of a

         24  member of the City Council, but was afforded

         25  additional courtesy in the Committee to introduce
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          2  this amendment, a Committee of which he is not a

          3  member, which the rules do not allow. But we wanted

          4  to make sure this was done with no ethical question,

          5  in a way that was above reproach.

          6                 We will cast this vote today, it will

          7  be recorded. New Yorkers will know how we voted and

          8  what we voted on. That, by definition, is an ethical

          9  vote, because we can be judged on it by our

         10  constituents if they disagree with it.

         11                 This amendment is not necessary. It

         12  does not speak to the issue at hand, which is

         13  whether or not this institution and the other

         14  elected officials in the City of New York deserve a

         15  pay increase.

         16                 I believe the Council and the other

         17  City elected officials do deserve a pay increase. I

         18  believe that Council members work more than full

         19  time, and that the issue of part time as it's raised

         20  in this amendment is simply a red herring. I believe

         21  it is appropriate for Council members who take on

         22  additional responsibility to receive additional

         23  compensation. So, I urge my colleagues to vote no on

         24  the amendment that is on the floor at this moment

         25  and time.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, we're

          3  going to have the roll call now only on the

          4  amendment.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: No.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: No.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: No.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: No.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: No.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: No.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: No.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: No.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: No.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: No.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: No.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: No.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: No.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I will vote no, I do vote no on the

         18  amendment. I believe it is unethical of us, or it

         19  would be unethical of us to avoid our charter-given

         20  responsibilities to consider the recommendations and

         21  act on the recommendations of this Committee, of

         22  this Commission, and there is nothing on the record

         23  or in experience which indicates that the Committee

         24  erred in its findings or operated improperly --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  member, excuse me. I should not have called on you.

          3  The vote on this is just yes or no. I didn't no. So,

          4  forgive me.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I'll continue

          6  my remarks then during the vote on the main

          7  question.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You're going

          9  to get to vote on the Land Use anyway.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Okay. Well, I

         11  vote no, and to be continued.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote no.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: No.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: No.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: No.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: No.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: No.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: No.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: No.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: No.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: No.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: No.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: No.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Abstain.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: No.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: No.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: No.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: No.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: No.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: No.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: No.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: No.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: No.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: No.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: No.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: No.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  No.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: No.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: By a vote of

         25  two in the affirmative, 43 in the negative, and one
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          2  abstention, the amendment is defeated.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: I'd like now to call

          4  for a roll call on all the coupled General Order

          5  items.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Madam

          7  Speaker, Council Member Gerson and Council Member

          8  Seabrook should get to vote on Land Use Call-Ups

          9  they didn't vote on before.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Okay.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Yes on

         19  everything, except no on Intro. 458.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes on all.

         24  Madam President, I would like to, with your

         25  permission, vote on all the Land Use Call-Ups, and
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          2  also to vote aye on all General Coupled Orders and

          3  aye certainly on this bill.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: And

          6  resolution.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to vote

         10  aye on all. I just want to mention regarding 458, or

         11  in general, the issue of governance, what the

         12  Council does, what it gets paid for, the fact that

         13  we have so much at stake in terms of our fourth

         14  largest budget in the country, et cetera, I know

         15  we've got the right under the Charter to have our

         16  own Charter Commission and certainly have proposed

         17  that. So, as time goes on, I hope that issues that

         18  are so of interest to the public meaning term

         19  limits, pay raises, governance kinds of issues, will

         20  be discussed by this body with the public. The

         21  Speaker is trying very, very hard to do this, but

         22  unless you go into the neighborhoods and have the

         23  kind of discussion with people at a local level,

         24  because we're not United States Senate, United

         25  States Congress, the President, it's very hard to
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          2  get attention. The young people who are here today,

          3  all 18, only one registered to vote is an example.

          4  So, I'm just saying yes, I'm voting yes, but I look

          5  forward to a City Council-sponsored Charter and a

          6  discussion of these governance issues.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         19  vote, and I promise it's not about the pay raise?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Okay. I want

         22  to congratulate Council Members Gentile and Recchia,

         23  Chairman Dilan, for the legislation that we're

         24  passing today regarding stop work orders in the

         25  demolition bills. It's not in any shape, way, manner
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          2  or form a surprise that every Council member from

          3  the southern end of Brooklyn has co-sponsored that

          4  legislation. We are absolutely being raped by

          5  contractors and developers who have absolutely no

          6  respect for our community, and the penalties that

          7  are in these bills are much, much stronger and they

          8  will raise the cost of doing business improperly

          9  significantly.

         10                 And I just wanted to say that if it

         11  doesn't do the job, that I believe this Council is

         12  prepared to come back and raise them more, because

         13  these people have to have some respect for our

         14  neighborhoods.

         15                 I want to thank Rob Newman, Terzah

         16  Nasser, the Housing and Buildings staff and the

         17  Speaker for moving these along, and I will also say

         18  words that don't come out of my mouth very easily, I

         19  want to commend the Buildings Department for working

         20  with the Council and coming to this legislation, and

         21  I vote aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, I wish to speak on my vote.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I want to

          9  echo the words of Council Member Fidler regarding

         10  the great job on these Building Department bills.

         11  So, I want to thank Council Member Gentile, Council

         12  Member Recchia, Chairman Dilan and the Speaker in a

         13  very special way for doing these great bills, which

         14  would have a profound impact on all of our

         15  communities. Great work. I vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: First of all,

         20  Madam Public Advocate, with permission I would like

         21  to vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         22                 Now I would like to be excused to

         23  briefly explain my vote.

         24                 I vote aye on all, and to pick up

         25  where I left off, I do believe, and I will propose
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          2  that we follow-up with this vote today on an

          3  examination and with the need for internal reforms

          4  on processes which have been long in place before we

          5  took office, many of us five years ago. Specifically

          6  on the Committee levels, whether you head up a

          7  Select Committee, a Subcommittee or a full

          8  Committee, I believe we all work hard, we all work

          9  overtime, we all work equally hard, and to pay

         10  salary differentials on that basis I believe

         11  generate an unfair perception and in fact are unfair

         12  and we should look into the need for reform of that

         13  structure and related processes, and I will

         14  follow-up on that as we proceed in this session, but

         15  for reasons expressed earlier, I vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on Intro.

          8  458; aye on the rest.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: No on Intro.

         20  458; aye on all others.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all and

         23  no on 458.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: No on 458

          4  and aye on everything else on the agenda.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote, please?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I just want to

         10  compliment Council Members Recchia and Gentile on

         11  132 and 216, and the Speaker, and now we need to

         12  crack down on self-certification as strongly as

         13  well. Thank you. Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: No on 458;

         20  yes to the rest.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Yes, may I

          9  kindly be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: First off, I

         12  would like to commend my colleagues Recchia and

         13  Gentile on Intro. 132 and 216-A. But more

         14  importantly, or just as important, I, you know,

         15  having been here before and coming back now, I think

         16  that we need to really take a look at the fact that

         17  the raises that we're voting on today, it has always

         18  been the conception that it's the City Council who

         19  is voting on raises in and of themselves, but as I

         20  recall these raises affect not only those in the

         21  Legislative Branch, but those in the Executive

         22  Branch as well, and that should be so noted.

         23                 And I would really like to take my

         24  hat off to the fine leadership that the Speaker has

         25  taken in terms of transparency and in terms of
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          2  allowing for individuals to express their views, and

          3  move this institution in the right direction.

          4                 With that said, I vote aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes to all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Yes to all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         16  today's General Order Calender were adopted by a

         17  vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero negative and

         18  zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 458

         19  which was adopted by a vote of 41 in the

         20  affirmative, five negative and zero abstentions.

         21                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were

         22  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero

         23  negative.

         24                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred
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          2  to committees as indicated.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          4  of Resolutions.

          5                 You have one minute for the

          6  resolution discussion.

          7                 Council Member Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: With my one

          9  minute, I rise to stand against Cocaine, not the

         10  actual drug this time, but an energy drink

         11  quote/unquote which is bombarding our community.

         12                 I remind people that this plague

         13  cocaine, the actual drug, has caused violence, death

         14  and imprisonment in our community. Cocaine, the

         15  energy drink, have 300 times the caffeine of the

         16  leading energy drink in it.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me,

         18  Council member.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes, Ma'am.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Are you

         21  speaking on a resolution?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Yes, Ma'am.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: That we're

         24  voting on?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I'll speak at
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          2  the right moment.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Hold on.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Okay. We'll

          5  make it work.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I don't see

          7  it.

          8                 The Speaker is right.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I stand

         10  corrected, Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No, it was

         12  actually the Speaker who informed me.

         13                 Okay, Council Member Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I would just like the attention of my

         17  colleagues for the one minute that I have and draw

         18  your attention to Reso 504, and it has to do with

         19  human trafficking.

         20                 The State of New York does not have a

         21  law having human trafficking a criminal offense. It

         22  is absolutely astounding. We need to have this law

         23  -- I had a hearing in the Women's Committee that

         24  lasted four hours, the intensity of that hearing

         25  that the issue that faces us all is absolutely
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          2  horrendous.

          3                 We are calling upon the State

          4  Legislature to enact this legislation that

          5  criminalizes human trafficking, punishes its

          6  perpetrators and protects its victims, and I think

          7  each and every one of us should be able to defend

          8  that position, so I thank you. Thank you, Madam

          9  Public Advocate.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         11  please.

         12                 Council Member Brewer.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         14  much. I want to just quickly congratulate the

         15  sponsor Council Member Koppell on making DRIE

         16  compatible with SCRIE, that 16-A reso, but I'm

         17  talking about Reso 425. What it does is advocate for

         18  smart meters. Most of us don't know what that is,

         19  but in Italy, Canada, Westchester, Putnam, Rockland

         20  Counties, California, that type of advanced meter

         21  that usually looks at usually an electrical meter

         22  identifies consumption in much more detail than a

         23  conventional meter and it communicates the

         24  information via a network back to the local utility

         25  for monitoring and billing, and what it really does
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          2  is tells us the time and date and cost that we are

          3  consuming energy in our homes. It's done often on

          4  the commercial level, and this resolution would

          5  advocate that the Public Service Commission focus on

          6  residential, cut down on power plants, cut down on

          7  usage, cut down on blackouts, it's the way that the

          8  world is going. I wish we could legislate, but we

          9  should definitely support the resolution.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         11  Council member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         13  much. It's both technologically and energy-wise a

         14  good resolution. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Everybody,

         16  please be aware it's one minute.

         17                 Council Member Comrie, you're next.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'd like to

         19  congratulate Council Member Koppell and Sears on the

         20  resolutions and I want to also congratulate and ask

         21  my colleagues to vote on the passage of Resolution

         22  425 dealing with the issue of smart meters, and I

         23  want to urge the New York State Public Service

         24  Commission to give serious consideration to this

         25  proposal.
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          2                 For many New Yorkers, the bulk of

          3  their income goes towards rent and the placement of

          4  smart meters will afford them much needed savings.

          5                 Additionally, given the blackout that

          6  took place in Queens last summer, smart meters would

          7  contribute greatly to solving the energy crisis

          8  facing our City, and that has not been resolved by

          9  Con Edison to date.

         10                 Smart meters work, smart meters have

         11  been proven, smart meters save energy, smart meters

         12  also save electrical supply and consumption. I urge

         13  that we all pass Resolution 425.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         15  Council Member Comrie, for having this in his

         16  Committee. I forgot to say that.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I appreciate

         20  Council Member Brewer recognizing the resolution we

         21  have on sponsored by me and a number of other

         22  members, which would urge the Legislature to make

         23  equivalent the benefits of the Rent Increase

         24  Exemption under DRIE to those available under SCRIE,

         25  that's the Senior Citizen Exemption.
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          2                 This Council has been in the

          3  forefront of providing for rights of the disabled

          4  and allowing the disabled to remain -- living

          5  independently and living in their homes is a very

          6  important thing. And it makes no sense to have an

          7  exemption program for seniors of low income and then

          8  have a different income eligibility cap for those

          9  who are disabled of low income.

         10                 In fact, a few, a couple of weeks ago

         11  we asked a real estate tax exemption for owners for

         12  seniors and disabled at the same level. This is an

         13  anomaly that should be corrected. I hope those in

         14  this body will urge both the Legislature and most,

         15  maybe even more importantly the Mayor to support

         16  this, because all the tax payers pay these increases

         17  and the Mayor has not clearly indicated he supports

         18  parity for the disabled. It's time that we do that,

         19  make the programs equivalent.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         21  Council member.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: That's the

         23  purpose of the resolution, and I hope we can

         24  celebrate the passage of legislation pursuant

         25  thereto.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time.

          4                 Council Member Gerson, one minute.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I'm reminded

          6  of Einstein's insight that time is relative.

          7                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise to

          8  commend the work of the Woman's Committee and its

          9  chair Helen Sears, and I call upon the State

         10  Legislature to heed the resolution I'm sure we will

         11  pass calling for the enactment of a criminal statute

         12  on human trafficking, that would reiterate the

         13  imperative to put an end to this scourge and blight

         14  on the decency of our society. But on a practical

         15  level there may very well be conduct relating to

         16  human trafficking, related to participation in a

         17  conspiracy for human trafficking which cannot be

         18  reached through the current criminal laws pertaining

         19  to acts of violence or kidnapping. So, it is

         20  imperative for its practical value that we enact

         21  this statute immediately so we give law enforcement

         22  all the tools it needs to put an end to human

         23  trafficking. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Seeing nobody else on the

          3  resolutions, okay let's go to the General

          4  Discussion.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Don't we vote

          6  on the resolutions first?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, I'm

          8  sorry. Gosh, I'm sorry. You're absolutely right.

          9                 Wait, somebody else who wants to

         10  talk.

         11                 Council Member Katz.

         12                 Council Member Katz. Excuse me? No,

         13  you don't want to talk on the resolutions?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: On the calendar.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         16  Discussion?

         17                 We'll vote on the resolutions.

         18                 Okay, on Resolution 16-A. All in

         19  favor?

         20                 Opposed?

         21                 Adopted.

         22                 Reso. 425. In favor?

         23                 Opposed?

         24                 Adopted.

         25                 And Reso 504.
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          2                 Opposed?

          3                 Adopted.

          4                 Now, let's go to the General

          5  Discussion. Who wants to speak in General

          6  Discussion? Okay, Comrie, DeBlasio, Katz. Who else?

          7  Seabrook, I've got him. Mealy.

          8                 Okay, first is Council Member Barron,

          9  patiently waiting.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         11  much, and I appreciate your acknowledging my

         12  patience.

         13                 I just wanted to bring my colleagues'

         14  attention to Intro. 469, a slavery era disclosure

         15  bill. And I want to encourage the Council to support

         16  this bill as it has been passed already in the State

         17  of California, by Los Angeles, Oakland, Richmond,

         18  Berkely, San Francisco and Illinois. It has been

         19  passed by Chicago. It has been passed in Iowa,

         20  Michigan. It's pending in other states.

         21                 It is time for us to say to

         22  corporations that do business with the City, you

         23  have to disclose, give information up as to how you

         24  got your wealth, was your wealth rooted in slavery?

         25                 This doesn't determine whether they
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          2  get the contract or not, but we're saying that the

          3  City should purchase their product and also purchase

          4  the information. It's time for African people in

          5  this City and New York State was one of the largest

          6  slave states in the union, larger than every other

          7  state but North Carolina, we're saying to

          8  corporations give us the information on the root of

          9  your wealth and if it's in slavery disclose it. And

         10  it's time for the City to catch up to all of the

         11  other cities. We talk about how we're the number one

         12  City in the world, the greatest City Council in the

         13  world. Well, let's get on board with having

         14  corporations disclose how they got their wealth and

         15  if it's all of the wealth of slavery where people

         16  were murdered, worked for free, stolen from Africa,

         17  then you need to disclose it. And some corporations

         18  even had slavery, a benefit off the slavery after

         19  slavery was abolished. After the slave trade was

         20  abolished. So, we should say to City corporations,

         21  so that you become a fine corporate citizen, expose,

         22  disclose the information.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Council Member Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I also call for disclosure of these

          6  corporations. Right now I'm rising again against the

          7  scourge of Cocaine coming into our community. Not

          8  simply the drug cocaine, but a beverage and energy

          9  drink, as they call it beverage, that is coming into

         10  New York City, for trying to force its way into New

         11  York City.

         12                 The founder needs to be reminded that

         13  this plague has caused violence and imprisonment in

         14  many of our communities, and we won't stand for it.

         15                 This drink has 300 times the caffeine

         16  of the leading energy drink. They're full of sodium

         17  and should be investigated just for its health

         18  detriments.

         19                 I call upon Mr. Kirby, the CEO of

         20  Redux (phonetic) to come with me to the prisons

         21  where many of these people who are serving time over

         22  this beverage and see if he can convince them that

         23  it's all in fun.

         24                 Come with me and meet with mothers

         25  who have lost their sons and daughters and explain
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          2  to them why this is just tongue and cheek and just

          3  good marketing.

          4                 Indeed, come with me to the hospitals

          5  where drug-addicted babies are trying to kick this

          6  habit, and explain to them that it's just fun and

          7  this is no gateway to larger drug use.

          8                 Mr. Kirby, again, we say to you, what

          9  next? What next? Genocide jelly? I mean, where do we

         10  go? Is there nothing that we won't do for a dollar

         11  bill?

         12                 I challenge you, Mr. Kirby, to come

         13  with me to my community, come with me to any of

         14  these communities. Let's walk the streets and you

         15  explain to the victims why there is nothing but

         16  tongue and cheek and you're only doing this for fun

         17  and a dollar bill.

         18                 And if you can explain to them, then

         19  I will withdraw my hesitation against your drink.

         20  Thank you very much.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member, thank you very much.

         23                 Council Member Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 Just very briefly, I just wanted to

          3  acknowledge that the Mayor has introduced Intro.

          4  472-A to the Housing and Buildings Committee, which

          5  is the Mayor's version on the 421-A property tax

          6  credits.

          7                 Just very simply and basically I just

          8  wanted to announce that the Committee very shortly

          9  will be holding hearings on the subject of 421-A and

         10  how we as a City should proceed in the future.

         11                 These, as many of my colleagues can

         12  imagine, will be very important hearings on how the

         13  City and the City Council can shape the future of

         14  housing development here in the City. I think it

         15  provides us with a tremendous opportunity and I just

         16  wanted to say I look forward to working with all of

         17  my colleagues on this important legislation, and

         18  certainly interested in their views and opinions on

         19  legislation of this magnitude.

         20                 Thanks.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Madam

         24  Public Advocate. Today I introduced Intro. 475. I

         25  don't know how many of my colleagues do know this
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          2  but right now in order to get into a bar or a night

          3  club, unaccompanied by a parent or a guardian, you

          4  need only be 16, according to the State of New York

          5  law.

          6                 I believe that is too young in order

          7  to get into an establishment that is not a

          8  restaurant, that is simply a bar or a nightclub. You

          9  can still go in with the parent or guardian at any

         10  age, but I do believe that the age for admittance

         11  should be 18. When I go around to my constituency,

         12  and I ask them how old do you think you need to be,

         13  unaccompanied, to walk into an establishment that is

         14  a bar or a nightclub, most of them say they believe

         15  it is 21 years old. Some of them say that it is 18.

         16  But very few people in the State of New York realize

         17  that you have to be only 16 in order to get into a

         18  bar or a nightclub in the State of New York.

         19                 Today I introduce a piece of

         20  legislation to raise the age of admittance to 18. I

         21  not only ask to do it in the City of New York, but I

         22  also call upon the State to follow suit and do it

         23  for the entire State. In considering how everything

         24  has been going here in the City of New York, it will

         25  make the nightclub establishment a safer, more, a
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          2  better place for our young people to go in a safe

          3  way.

          4                 I appreciate the fact that New York

          5  City is known throughout the United States for its

          6  nightlife and it should continue to thrive and it

          7  should continue to be a fun place to come. But it

          8  should also be a safe place. Eighteen is more than

          9  enough of an age to get into an establishment.

         10                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         11  Advocate. I urge my colleagues to join me on Intro.

         12  475.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I want to draw

         16  my colleagues today to Intro. 470. I mean, Intro.

         17  470, that Council Member Yassky and I are doing,

         18  that try to deal with the issues of counterfeit

         19  goods in the City.

         20                 The problems that counterfeit goods

         21  are creating in our City are hurting

         22  entrepreneurship and businesses at every level. It's

         23  creating an undue hardship for those businesses that

         24  are legitimately trying to sell items and goods such

         25  as handbags or DVDs or legitimate goods to be
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          2  undercut by a person who is only coming in, setting

          3  up in front of their legal establishment, that they

          4  have to pay taxes on, and maintain the sidewalk

          5  condition, and only to be undercut by a person who

          6  is being paid under a living wage to undercut their

          7  livelihood.

          8                 We need to deal with this in a major

          9  way, and I hope that all of the members of the

         10  Council sign onto Intro. 470. Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 I want to urge my colleagues to sign

         16  onto the legislation I've introduced today, Intro.

         17  471. This is a bill related to the Administration

         18  for Children's Services. It would create a temporary

         19  seven-member commission, four from the Mayor, three

         20  from the Council, to review the City's Child Welfare

         21  System from top to bottom, and put forward

         22  recommendations for reform.

         23                 After all the difficulties we've

         24  experienced this year, from the tragic death of

         25  Nixzmary Brown forward, I think we now know that
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          2  there is so much more work to be done to protect our

          3  children.

          4                 I have to emphasize that I appreciate

          5  how much has been done at ACS to improve their work

          6  to hire more staff, to implement more

          7  accountability, and I think it's also fair that the

          8  Council and the Speaker and all members of the

          9  Council deserve credit for the fact that the Council

         10  has put so much more time and energy and funding

         11  into supporting the work at ACS and protecting

         12  children.

         13                 But consistently we see tragedies

         14  that didn't have to happen. We see tragedies where

         15  there were signs, indicators where there were people

         16  that had information they didn't pass on, people who

         17  didn't call the State hot line, something that could

         18  have been done that wasn't, and so we have a lot

         19  more to do to fix this system.

         20                 I am not trying in any way to blame

         21  ACS, I am suggesting we need a thorough and

         22  systematic and independent review to give us a fresh

         23  perspective on how to improve our work on behalf of

         24  children.

         25                 I dare say that the more the public
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          2  understands that there has been a careful review,

          3  that there is transparency, the greater there will

          4  be public confidence in ACS and in these efforts to

          5  protect children, and that means there will be more

          6  reason for people in our communities to report what

          7  they see and believe that those reports will add up

          8  to something in terms of actually protecting the

          9  lives of children.

         10                 So, I urge my colleagues to sign on.

         11  I think this Commission will do a lot to help the

         12  children of all neighborhoods in our City.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate. I rise in order to support my

         18  colleague Charles Barron on Intro. 469, regarding

         19  amending the Administrative Codes of the City of New

         20  York, in relation to disclosure of information

         21  regarding past engagements and slavery by City

         22  contractors.

         23                 When this was introduced before I was

         24  a co-sponsor of it. It's now being reintroduced

         25  again, and I ask my colleagues to please join in and
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          2  support this important introduction. And obviously,

          3  in order to know where you're going, you have to

          4  know where you came from, and that's just part of

          5  the history of this country, and I think by being

          6  open to that and moving forward, it's very important

          7  in the process.

          8                 And number two, next Tuesday, the

          9  Education Committee is holding a hearing, an

         10  oversight hearing on non-competitive contracts,

         11  issued by the Department of Education. As you know,

         12  that's been in the papers the past couple of months,

         13  and so I'm asking my colleagues if you're interested

         14  in that, to please join the Education Committee next

         15  Tuesday, and also under the Civil Service and Labor

         16  Committee, Joe Addabbo is holding a hearing next

         17  Thursday on workplace violence. And as you know,

         18  we're trying to stop not only workplace violence but

         19  domestic violence wherever it may occur and

         20  violence. And, so, I'm asking you if you care about

         21  workers in the City of New York, come out and listen

         22  to the information on the hearing on workplace

         23  violence next Thursday in the Civil Service and

         24  Labor Committee.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Mealy. Sorry, I mixed you up.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Yes, I would

          5  just like to congratulate Chairmen Dilan, Gentile

          6  and Recchia on Intro. 132, because it's a sad state

          7  when you're a public official and you try to get

          8  some of these contractors to do a stop work order,

          9  and when you do call Buildings Department, they do

         10  do the stop order, they come back the next day, and

         11  I just hope that they will tell Buildings Department

         12  to follow back up with the officials who do call

         13  them.

         14                 Because sometimes when they do stop

         15  the work order, the next day and on Sunday, they

         16  will come back and there is no one there to really

         17  make sure they do not work. So, with these

         18  penalties, I feel that is a great step and I hope we

         19  can make the penalty even more. Being a public

         20  official and contractors laughing in your face,

         21  saying I still can do whatever I want to do with

         22  this property, it's a shame. And it makes me feel

         23  bad, and I only can imagine how the Council members

         24  feel.

         25                 And I just wanted to say a little
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          2  piece on Intro. 458. I know it's a privilege and an

          3  honor to be servant of the people, and I would never

          4  want to forget that we are a government of the

          5  people, by the people and for the people, and I'm

          6  aware now that I will still get the raise, but I

          7  know I will give a majority of my money to the

          8  community, that we can build up my community and

          9  maybe others that we can get more opportunities,

         10  more jobs, more things that if we need more Picassos

         11  painting in our district, we need more money. So, I

         12  will be giving some of my own personal money, and I

         13  will be lobbying, you can say, our Speaker for more

         14  money with art programs in my district. And I'm

         15  definitely, with my district, I'm honored to serve

         16  them.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Quinn -- I mean, Speaker Quinn? Okay, sorry.

         20  She was standing up.

         21                 Okay, anybody else? Seeing nobody

         22  else, the Council meeting of November 15th is

         23  adjourned.

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 3:45 p.m.)

         25
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