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INTRODUCTION

On March 1, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Goal #2 of PlanNYC to “improve travel times by adding transit capacity for millions more residents, visitors, and workers.”
  PlanNYC is an initiative launched by the “Mayor’s Sustainability Advisory Board” in December 2006.  The purpose of this hearing will be to examine current efforts and strategies by the Administration to achieve this goal.


Those invited to testify include:  Rohit T. Aggarwala, Director of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability, Mayor’s Office of Operations; Iris Weinshall, Commissioner of the New York City Department of Transportation; transportation advocacy groups; transportation unions; environmental advocacy groups; and business groups.

BACKGROUND

According to the Mayor, New York City will be facing imminent challenges caused by an increase in population and economic growth, and by an outdated infrastructure system.
  To address these and other issues, Mayor Bloomberg established the Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability (the “Office”) to develop, among other things, a long-term growth and development plan (“the Plan”) for the City and to incorporate sustainability goals and practices into all aspects of the Plan.  

The Mayor also set up a Sustainability Advisory Board (“SAB”), chaired by Deputy Mayor for Economic Development and Rebuilding Daniel L. Doctoroff, and comprised of sixteen representatives from environmental, labor, community, and business groups, as well as City Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn and Council Member James F. Gennaro, Chair of the New York City Council’s Committee on Environmental Protection.  The mission of the SAB is to help identify the most important issues to address in the Plan, including targets and indicators to use in determining whether those targets are met.  In describing why the SAB was created because, the Mayor stated that, “In short, we realized that New York needed - not a long-term plan for land use, but a long-term plan for sustainability.”
  As an example of a useful way to provide more transit capacity, the Mayor has pointed to the need to secure funding to extend the number 7 subway line beyond the Times Square stop.

ANALYSIS

According to the December 2006 report by SAB, there are three major problem areas that the City of New York is facing in the future
:

· The City will be getting much bigger.

· The City’s infrastructure will be getting older.

· The environment will be at risk.

A major contributor to the above-listed problems and major obstacle to PlanNYC’s goal to improve travel times by adding transit capacity is the problem of traffic congestion.  According to the SAB, congestion is costing the City over $5 billion every year and by 2030, “rush hour could last 12 hours every day.”
 Numerous studies indicate that the estimated costs of congestion in New York City can range from 6 billion to 13 billion dollars every year.

A study conducted by GlobeScan and MRC McLean Hazel, entitled “Megacity Challenges: A Stakeholder Perspective,” reveals that the five causes of congestion, overcrowding, and pollution in urban cities are: limited resources, poor planning, insufficient infrastructure, lack of a transportation network, and poor infrastructure quality.  As a result of the findings of this global survey of “megacities,” including New York City, local governments around the world are adopting and implementing the following solutions:

· Reorganizing and revitalizing existing infrastructure.

· Allowing private investment and increasing investment in infrastructure.

· Building new roads and facilities.

· Providing better management and governance of infrastructure systems.

· Acquiring new equipment.

· Pursuing better use of public mass transit systems and less use of personal vehicles.

· Managing the transit demand.

This same study reported that most cities facing congestion are not “managing the transit demand,” which is an approach that emphasizes controlling the behavior of motorists by controlling the public demand for transportation.  

CONCLUSION

As this City continues to attract more residents, workers and visitors, the need to improve traffic congestion and transportation capacity will grow.  This hearing will examine solutions to the problems of congestion and capacity. 

� Goal #2 can be found at the end page of the PlanNYC report provided by The Mayor’s Sustainability Advisory Board in December 2006.


� Mayor’s Speech given on December 12, 2006, at a forum hosted by the League of Conservation Voters � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov:80/portal/site/nycgov/menuitem.c0935b9a57bb4ef3daf2f1c701c789a0/index.jsp?pageID=mayor_press_release&catID=1194&doc_name=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fhtml%2Fom%2Fhtml%2F2006b%2Fpr432-06.html&cc=unused1978&rc=1194&ndi=1" ��http://www.nyc.gov:80/portal/site/nycgov/menuitem.c0935b9a57bb4ef3daf2f1c701c789a0/index.jsp?pageID=mayor_press_release&catID=1194&doc_name=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fhtml%2Fom%2Fhtml%2F2006b%2Fpr432-06.html&cc=unused1978&rc=1194&ndi=1� (As of February 25, 2007).


� Id.


� Id.


� December 2006 Report by the Mayor’s Sustainability Advisory Board (www.nyg.gov/nyc2030).


� December 2006 Report by the Mayor’s Sustainability Advisory Board (www.nyg.gov/nyc2030).


� These figures were reported by the New York Metropolitan Transportation Council’s “Congestion Management System Status Report 2005” (http//www.nymtc.org), the Texas Transportation Institute “Urban Mobility Study 2005” (� HYPERLINK "http://mobility.tamu.edu/ums/congestion_data/tables/new_york.pdf" ��http://mobility.tamu.edu/ums/congestion_data/tables/new_york.pdf�), and the Partnership for New York City “Growth or Gridlock 2006” report.
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