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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Good

          3  afternoon.  I'm Council Member Larry V. Seabrook and

          4  I Chair the Civil Rights Committee.  Under

          5  discussion today is an analysis of the serious

          6  results of the study and report by Gary Orfield and

          7  Chungmei Lee, entitled Racial Transformation and the

          8  Changing Nature of Segregation.  This study

          9  concluded that the New York City public school

         10  system is one of the most segregated school systems

         11  in the county.  This is of grave concern to the

         12  Committee and we look forward to working with those

         13  who are interested to find a solution to this.

         14                 In Los Angeles, there's a school that

         15  bears the name of Dr. Martin Luther King, Junior.

         16  The school is 99 percent black and Hispanic.  In

         17  Cleveland, there is a high school that is named Dr.

         18  Martin Luther King, Junior and in that school, black

         19  students make up 97 percent of the student body.

         20  What is worse for them is that its graduation rate

         21  is only 35 percent.

         22                 Right here in New York City, we have

         23  our own well known high school named for Dr. Martin

         24  Luther King, Junior.  This school is located in an

         25  upper middle class white neighborhood and,
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          2  apparently, in 1975, there was hope that it would

          3  attract large numbers of white students.  However,

          4  despite its prime location, which is less than a

          5  block from Lincoln Center, it has become the leading

          6  distinction, once again, of black and Hispanic

          7  students.

          8                 There are many other schools just as

          9  those described, such as the primary school named

         10  for Langston Hughes, which is 99 percent black and

         11  Hispanic, a middle school named for Jackie Robinson,

         12  which is 96 percent black and Hispanic and a high

         13  school named for Fannie Lou Hamer, one of the great

         14  heroes and sheroes of the integration movement in

         15  the south, which is 98 percent of students are black

         16  or Hispanic.

         17                 Ever since the early 1990's, when the

         18  federal courts began the process of dismantling the

         19  mandates of the Brown decision, thereby

         20  significantly changing our laws and causing an

         21  increase in the number of segregated schools in New

         22  York City and elsewhere, it has become evident that,

         23  once again, we must decide whether we will continue

         24  to battle for the promise of Brown or whether we

         25  will settle for the dangers of Plessy v. Ferguson,

                                                            6

          1  COMMITTEES ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDUCATION

          2  which embraced the impossible notion of separate but

          3  equal.

          4                 The educational policies we embrace

          5  are a reflection of our City's values and

          6  significantly impacts on the shape of our state's

          7  future.  City officials, such as myself, have the

          8  responsibility to raise issues and oppose policies

          9  that would negatively impact even the youngest of

         10  its members. Separate but equal only furthers the

         11  perpetuation of a dual system in America's society

         12  then and will only continue to do so if we allow it

         13  now.

         14                 Hopefully, this Hearing will help

         15  those who are not certain that this is a dire

         16  situation into understanding how alarming it really

         17  is.

         18                 I'd like to have the opening

         19  statement by the Chair of the Education Committee,

         20  since this is a Joint Hearing of Education and Civil

         21  Rights, Robert Jackson, who will have an opening

         22  statement.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

         24  Good afternoon everyone.  Let me just first

         25  apologize for the tight space.  We do have some
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          2  logistic problems and I apologize to all of my

          3  colleagues that we don't have enough space for

          4  everyone to fit in here.  I am not pleased and Larry

          5  and I are not pleased about that.

          6                 Let me just bid everyone good

          7  afternoon and thank you all for joining us today.

          8  Today, we're here to discuss implications of the

          9  study by Gary Orfield and Chungmei Lee of The Civil

         10  Rights Project at Harvard University, which looks at

         11  the continuing problem of segregation in America's

         12  public schools.

         13                 It's a disgrace that more than 50

         14  years after Brown v. The Board of Education that

         15  we're still dealing with segregation in our public

         16  schools.  Even as a composition of our country is

         17  changing to one that is more racially and ethnically

         18  diverse, our schools too often do not reflect that

         19  diversity.

         20                 As the study's authors point out,

         21  racial isolation is damaging to all, including white

         22  students in the multiracial world we live in today

         23  and especially as we move towards further economic

         24  globalization.  As this study found, New York State

         25  has one of the most segregated school systems in the
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          2  country.  In New York City, we've long had a problem

          3  of defacto segregation in our schools.  School

          4  segregation is both a reflection of and a path to

          5  unequal opportunity in life, which is totally

          6  unacceptable in this day and age.

          7                 Like most urban areas, white flight

          8  to the suburbs has contributed to New York City's

          9  school segregation problem. In fact, the problem of

         10  segregated schools is inevitably linked with that of

         11  residential segregation, since most schools,

         12  especially elementary and middle schools, reflect

         13  the population in the surrounding community.

         14                 Of course, residential segregation is

         15  connected to disparities in income and to poverty,

         16  which is not coincidentally linked to low student

         17  achievement.  Just look at PS6 on the Upper East

         18  Side of Manhattan.  A wealthy community, which has a

         19  student body that is approximately 77 percent white,

         20  nine percent Asian, nine percent Hispanic and five

         21  percent black.  Not surprisingly, 92 percent of the

         22  fifth graders at PS6 passed the most recent state

         23  Math exam.  91 percent of the fifth graders passed

         24  the English Language Arts test.

         25                 Let's contrast that with another PS6
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          2  school in East Flatbush Brooklyn.  A relatively low-

          3  income community, which is approximately 88 percent

          4  black and 11 percent Hispanic. Performance there is

          5  far worse, with only 42 percent of the fifth graders

          6  passing the state Math exam and 48 percent of the

          7  fifth graders passing the English Language Arts

          8  test.

          9                 In addition, high schools showed the

         10  same pattern, despite the fact that high school

         11  students can travel more easily and are less

         12  restrictive to their immediate neighborhood. Perhaps

         13  the most egregious example of this is Stuyvesant

         14  High School, the crown jewel in the City's public

         15  school system, which has a combined total of fewer

         16  than six percent black and Latino students.

         17                 Given the ethnic breakdown of the

         18  City's public school population, which is 14.5

         19  percent white, 13 percent Asian, .5 percent Native

         20  American, 33 percent black and 39 percent Hispanic,

         21  schools such as Stuyvesant reflect the consequences

         22  of segregation and lack of equal opportunity in our

         23  schools while at the same time perpetuating further

         24  inequities and opportunities for those who have

         25  suffered most from discrimination.
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          2                 School segregation and the continuing

          3  inequities in our school system must be addressed if

          4  we are to end the vicious cycle leading to low

          5  achievement and poverty.  We hope that today's

          6  Hearing will help to jump- start this discussion.

          7                 Without further adieu Mr. Chair, I

          8  think we need to introduce all of our colleagues

          9  that are present today and then begin with the first

         10  witness.

         11                 So, let's start from our left,

         12  Council Member Melinda Katz from Queens; Council

         13  Member Domenic Recchia from Brooklyn, Council Member

         14  Peter Vallone of Queens; Council Member Andrew Lanza

         15  of Staten Island; Council Member Maria del Carmen

         16  Arroyo of the Bronx; Council Member Oliver Koppell

         17  of the Bronx; Council Member Tom White of Queens;

         18  Council Member Michael Nelson of Brooklyn; and

         19  Council Member Jessica Lappin of Manhattan and my

         20  colleague, Council Member Al Vann from Brooklyn has

         21  just joined us.

         22                 So, with that, we would like to begin

         23  and like to hear testimony from Chungmei Lee, author

         24  of the report and a member of The Civil Rights

         25  Project at Harvard University. Welcome this
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          2  afternoon.

          3                 MS. LEE:  Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Can you press

          5  the button please.

          6                 MS. LEE:  Is it on?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Yes.

          8                 MS. LEE:  Thank you for having me.  I

          9  am very honored here to represent The Civil Rights

         10  Project at Harvard on behalf of both myself and Gary

         11  Orfield, who is unable to make it today, to present

         12  the results from our most recent report, the Racial

         13  Transformation and the Changing Nature of

         14  Segregation.

         15                 Today, I would like to look at the

         16  four things that we explored in this report.  First

         17  is to look at the relationship between racial

         18  segregation and economic segregation. The second

         19  thing I'll be looking at is the growing emergence of

         20  multiracial schools in our nation's public schools.

         21  I'll be following that with the implications of the

         22  lifting of desegregation orders on districts and

         23  lastly, concluding with recommendations of what can

         24  be done to create more integrated districts.

         25                 So, without further adieu, I will
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          2  start with the presentation.

          3                 I would like to start with how, first

          4  of all, the demographics of our nation's public

          5  schools have changed drastically since 1968.

          6  Minority- shared public school enrollment has

          7  dropped, has grown from 20 percent to 42 percent in

          8  2003.  As you can see from the charts, I'd like you

          9  to focus on the yellow part, which shows the percent

         10  white in our nation's public schools, which has

         11  dropped from 80 percent to 58 percent.

         12                 The other part of the chart that I

         13  would like you guys to focus on is looking at the

         14  pink portion of the pie graph, which documents the

         15  growing Hispanic population, which has grown from

         16  five percent to 19 percent in 2003.  Effectively,

         17  the largest minority group in our nation's public

         18  schools is Hispanic, Latino.

         19                 So, the take away point from this

         20  graph is to show that increasingly our schools are

         21  growing increasingly multi racial.  This is a no

         22  longer a black- white paradigm.  When we think of

         23  segregation, we must think of it in multi- racial

         24  terms.

         25                 So, when we break it down by region,
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          2  already there are two regions in our country that

          3  are no longer majority white. Those are the west and

          4  the south, where only 40 percent of the student

          5  population is white in the west and in the south 50

          6  percent of the population is white.  The west is

          7  also the region where you have a large, the largest

          8  concentration of Latino students at 36 percent.

          9  More than a third of the students in the west are

         10  Latino.  In the south, as the concentration of black

         11  students, where 27 percent of the student population

         12  in the south is black.

         13                 I think what this shows us is that

         14  already in some regions we're having a situation

         15  where no one major racial group forms the majority

         16  of the student population, even though in the

         17  midwest, in the northeast and in the border states,

         18  in the border regions, you still have a majority of

         19  white students.

         20                 Given this increasing diversity in

         21  the nation's public schools, you, we would expect to

         22  see more interracial exposure between white students

         23  and minority students.  What we found, actually, is

         24  that white students are the most segregated student

         25  group in the country.  The average white student
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          2  attends a school that is 78 percent white.  So,

          3  basically, what this table shows, what this figure

          4  shows, is the white share of enrollment in school

          5  attended by the average student of each race.

          6                 So, on the bottom, you have the

          7  average student of each race.  So, for example, the

          8  average black student attends a school that is 37,

          9  that is 30 percent white, the average Latino student

         10  attends a school that is 28 percent white.  So, we

         11  can see how that high isolation of white students

         12  leads to a decreased exposure of minority students

         13  to white students in the nation's public schools.

         14                 At the same time that you have very

         15  high white isolation, you have also a very high

         16  black isolation.  The average black student goes to

         17  a school that is more than half black.  53 percent

         18  of the student population in the school attended by

         19  the average black student is black, based on

         20  national figures, compared to just nine percent of

         21  the student population attended by the average white

         22  student in the nation's public schools.

         23                 If you have any questions about these

         24  figures, feel free to ask me that later.

         25                 When we look at the Latino students,
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          2  again, you see also very high levels of isolation of

          3  Latino students.  The average Latino student attends

          4  a school that is 55 percent Latino, compared to the

          5  average white student that only attends a school

          6  that is nine percent Latino and the average black

          7  student that attends a school that's 13 percent

          8  Latino.

          9                 This is the last of these series of

         10  graphs. Asians are the least overall on, and on

         11  average.  Asians are the least segregated in terms

         12  of isolation towards their own racial group.  You

         13  can see that the average Asian student attends a

         14  school that is 22 percent Asian.  However, these

         15  figures only represent composite figures, in that we

         16  look at Asian group as a whole.  There are certainly

         17  subgroups of Asians to which this does not apply and

         18  are also very segregated within our nation's public

         19  schools.

         20                 So, taking a step back, knowing that

         21  the picture that we see nowadays is of a very high

         22  percent of segregation, we wanted to ask ourselves,

         23  has this always been the case.  This graph is

         24  actually something that I took from a report that we

         25  did last year, which basically documented the share
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          2  of black students in intensely segregated minority

          3  schools.  We define intensely segregated minority

          4  schools to be schools that are at least 90 percent

          5  minority.

          6                 As you can see from the graph, in the

          7  late 1960's, the percent of black of students in

          8  intensely segregated minority schools was around 80

          9  percent.  After the enactment of the Civil Rights

         10  Act in 1964 and with the enforcement of civil rights

         11  laws by the Johnson Administration and the Warren

         12  Court, you can see the precipitous decline in the

         13  share of black students attending these racially

         14  isolated schools to the, especially in the south,

         15  for example if you look at that white line.

         16                 In the late 1980's, at the peak of

         17  desegregation for black students, the average, the

         18  share of black students in intensely segregated

         19  minority schools actually dropped to about 23

         20  percent.  But, since the 1990's, we're seeing a

         21  trend of resegregation.  This has to do with a

         22  series of Supreme Court orders that were enacted in

         23  the 1990's that dismantled desegregation plans.

         24                 The other take away point from this

         25  is that even despite the resegregation trends, the
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          2  south is still the most integrated region for black

          3  students because of past desegregation efforts.  I'd

          4  like to emphasize that point that when I get calls

          5  from reporters saying, well, why are we still

          6  talking about segregation, hasn't desegregation not

          7  worked in the past?  I usually show them this graph

          8  and said, no, we are still experiencing the efforts

          9  of desegregation in the past, even though we are

         10  seeing a trend of resegregation in the present.

         11                 That's, the next table would be

         12  focusing on what happened, what is the current

         13  trends from 1990 to 2000.  So, we, this table shows

         14  the percent of black students in three different

         15  types of schools.  50 to 100 percent minority

         16  schools in what we call majority minority schools.

         17  We also looked at percent black in 90 to 100 percent

         18  minority schools, which is intensely segregated

         19  minority schools and then, 99 to 100 percent

         20  minority schools.

         21                 I highlighted the numbers in red to

         22  indicate the numbers when there has been an increase

         23  of percent black in each of these schools.  As you

         24  can see, the percentage black in majority minority

         25  schools and in intensely segregated minority schools
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          2  increased across the board from 1991 to 2003.  So,

          3  if you look at the last row, the percentage black in

          4  majority minority schools increased from 66 percent

          5  to 73 percent.  So, close to three- quarters of the

          6  black students in our nation's public schools are

          7  attending majority minority schools.

          8                 Furthermore, if you move along the

          9  row, more than a third of them are attending

         10  intensely segregated minority schools.  In other

         11  words, schools where less than ten percent of the

         12  students are white.  This is especially poignant and

         13  dramatic in the northeast, which we are here, where

         14  more than half of the students, of the black

         15  students are attending intensely segregated minority

         16  schools.  Also, in the northeast, close to 80

         17  percent of black students are attending majority

         18  minority schools.

         19                 The northeast is one of the two

         20  regions, if you look further along in the percent

         21  black in 99 to 100 percent schools, that, where, you

         22  know, it has dropped, the 31 to 23 percent.

         23                 So, looking at the situation for

         24  Latino students. If you compare this graph to the

         25  graph for black students, what is very obvious is
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          2  that you do not see a decline in segregation for

          3  Latino students because there basically wasn't much

          4  of an effort to desegregate Latino students as there

          5  was for black students.

          6                 As a result, the percent of Latino

          7  students in intensely segregated minority schools

          8  continues to climb since 1970.  In the west, where

          9  you have the largest proportion of Latino students,

         10  about 40 percent of them are attending intensely

         11  segregated minority schools or schools where more

         12  than 90 percent of the student population is

         13  minority.

         14                 Again, we wanted to look at how that

         15  has changed in terms of the percent of Latinos

         16  attending different kinds of schools.  The majority

         17  minority schools, the intensely segregated minority

         18  schools and the 99 to 100 percent minority schools.

         19  We find that for minority students, for Latino

         20  students, the numbers are, in some cases, even

         21  higher than that of the, of black students.  So, 77

         22  percent of Latino students attend schools where more

         23  than half of the student population is minority.

         24  That's, again, more than three- quarters.

         25                 If you look at the percent of Latino
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          2  in 90 to 100 percent minority schools, you find that

          3  39 percent of Latino students attend these schools.

          4  So, for both black and Latino students, we see

          5  increasing numbers and increasing proportions of

          6  black and Latino students attending segregated

          7  schools.  In some cases, Latino students are even

          8  more segregated than black students.  Both groups

          9  are segregated, but you see the trends of increasing

         10  segregation for both groups of students.

         11                 I bring up the changes in Asian

         12  segregation to show that there is a certain amount

         13  of concentration of Asians in these minority

         14  schools, although they're not as high as that of

         15  black and Latino students.  For example, 56 percent

         16  of Asian students attend these schools, that's in 50

         17  to 100 percent minority schools and only 15 percent

         18  attend 90 to 100 percent minority schools.

         19                 The next figure basically looks at

         20  the percent of black in majority white schools in

         21  the south, starting from 1954 to 2003.  So, again,

         22  you see that the percent of black students in

         23  majority white schools, majority white schools are

         24  schools where more than 50 percent of the students

         25  are white.  So, you see, a precipitous increase from
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          2  1964 to about 1988 and then the decline.  So, this

          3  is sort of like the counterpart to the graph I

          4  showed earlier, showing that there was desegregation

          5  for black students, followed by recent trends in

          6  resegregation for black students.

          7                 The next trend that we covered in the

          8  report is the emergence of multiracial schools and

          9  we define multiracial schools to be schools where

         10  there's at least ten percent of three racial ethnic

         11  groups in the schools.  We find that of all the

         12  groups, Asians are the group that is most likely to

         13  attend these schools.  42 percent of the Asians

         14  attend multiracial schools. The group that is least

         15  likely to attend these schools are  -- excuse me  --

         16    white students, unsurprisingly.  Only 12 percent

         17  of white students attend multiracial schools.

         18                 The region where students of all

         19  races are most likely to attend multiracial schools

         20  are, is in the west. Actually, it's, white students,

         21  it's, the west is the region where white students,

         22  black students and Asian students are most likely to

         23  attend multiracial schools.  For Latino students,

         24  the region where they're most likely to attend

         25  multiracial schools is in the northeast.
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          2                 The next, this table, we wanted to

          3  look at the changes that has been, that has happened

          4  in terms of the exposure of the average black

          5  students to the white students.  This is, we've

          6  moved from the national level to the regional level

          7  and now we're looking at the state level.

          8                 I want you to focus on the numbers

          9  for New York. So, in 2003, which is the data that we

         10  have, the most recent data, 54 percent of the

         11  students in New York are white.  The average, the

         12  exposure of the average black student to white

         13  students, over the years, has declined.  If you look

         14  at the numbers from 1970 to 2003, you'll find that

         15  the average black student went to a school that was

         16  29 percent white in 1970.  In 2003, the average

         17  black student went to a school that is only 18

         18  percent white.  This is a change of 11 percentage

         19  points.  A decline of 11 percentage points from 1970

         20  to 2003.

         21                 For Latino students, New York is also

         22  one of the most segregated states.  So, when we

         23  compared the changes in percentage of Latino- white

         24  exposure from 1970 to 2003, you'll see from the

         25  graph that New York consistently has the lowest
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          2  Latino white exposure as the other states that have

          3  substantial numbers of Latino students.

          4                 In 2003, for example, which is, it

          5  doesn't show up very well, but it should be the

          6  light green bar, you'll find that the average Latino

          7  student goes to a school that is only 20 percent and

          8  that actually hasn't changed much since 1970.  So,

          9  New York actually shares that with California,

         10  where, if you look at the green bar for California,

         11  about 20 percent, the average Latino student goes to

         12  a school with about 20 percent of the white

         13  students.

         14                 When we look at the most segregated

         15  states for black students, you'll find that when we

         16  look at, we used basically three measures to

         17  determine the status of segregation by state.  When

         18  we looked at the percent black in majority minority

         19  schools, you'll find that New York ranked second in

         20  most segregated state for black students.  It's

         21  because 86 percent of the black students attend

         22  majority minority schools in New York.

         23                 When we further looked at the percent

         24  of black students in 90 to 100 percent minority

         25  schools, New York actually ranks first, in that 61
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          2  percent of the black students attend intensely

          3  segregated minority schools.

          4                 Lastly, we looked at black exposure

          5  to white, which is the percent white in the school

          6  attended by the average black student.  We find that

          7  in New York the average black student goes to a

          8  school that is only 18 percent white.

          9                 For Latino students, again, you will

         10  see New York featuring prominently, also

         11  unfortunately, in these charts.  So, 86 percent of

         12  Latino students attend majority minority schools and

         13  more than half of them attend schools that are

         14  actually 90 to 100 percent minority.  The average

         15  Latino student goes to a school that is 19 percent

         16  white in New York.

         17                 So, why is segregation a problem?

         18  Segregation is a problem for many reasons.

         19  Segregated schools tends to have high concentrations

         20  of poverty.  They also tend to have low parental

         21  involvement, higher dropout rates, fewer credential

         22  teachers, and higher teacher turnover.

         23                 I'll be talking about the

         24  relationship between segregation by race and

         25  segregation by poverty in the next couple of slides.
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          2    But, I wanted to mention something about the

          3  dropout rates here in New York.  Dan Losen and Gary

          4  Orfield and Johanna Wald actually did a study

          5  looking at the graduation rates of New York and

          6  found that the State of New York has the seventh

          7  lowest dropout rate or graduation rate in the

          8  nation.

          9                 When they compared the graduation

         10  rate for white students versus Latino and black

         11  students, about 30 percent of black and Latino

         12  students are graduating on time in New York City.  A

         13  little over half of the white students are

         14  graduating on time in New York City.

         15                 This is using an index that we

         16  calculated, which is a cumulative, promotive,

         17  promotion index, which, this is an index that's

         18  developed by one of the researchers that have used

         19  it for, sort of like looking at what is the

         20  probability that a ninth grader, that a student

         21  entering ninth grade will graduate four years later.

         22    So, needless to say, the numbers for New York are

         23  pretty, are abysmally low.  Then, another reason why

         24  segregation is a problem is because lower education

         25  aspirations and career options.
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          2                 So, going into what the relationship

          3  between segregation by race and segregation by

          4  poverty is, we basically looked at the exposure of

          5  each student to the percent poor in the schools.

          6  The graph shows the percent poor in the schools, in

          7  schools attended by the average student of each

          8  race.

          9                 So, the average black and Latino

         10  student goes to school that is 49 percent poor and

         11  48 percent poor respectively, which is pretty

         12  astounding, if you stop to think about it, that

         13  close to half of the students attended by the

         14  average black and Latino student is poor.

         15                 This is in comparison to the numbers

         16  for the white and the Asian students, which you will

         17  note is lower.  The average white student goes to

         18  school that is 23 percent poor and the average Asian

         19  student goes to school that is 27 percent poor.

         20                 We also looked at what the racial

         21  composition of intensely impoverished schools are.

         22  Intensely impoverished schools are schools where 90

         23  percent of the students are on free and reduced

         24  lunch.  We find that they are constituted mostly of

         25  black and Latino students.  42 percent of the
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          2  students in these intensely poor schools are Latino

          3  and more than a third of the students are black.

          4  Together, they make up about 80, more than, yeah,

          5  more than four- fifths of the student population.

          6                 We wanted to break it down even

          7  further.  So, if you  --  the way to read this

          8  table, and it takes a while to read the table, but

          9  if you concentrate on the first column, basically

         10  what that is looking at is, so in the schools that

         11  are zero to ten percent minority, what's the racial

         12  composition, what percent of the schools are zero to

         13  ten percent poor, ten to 25 percent poor, et cetera.

         14    So, 32 percent of the schools that are zero to ten

         15  percent minority, meaning overwhelmingly white, are

         16  also schools where there is less than ten percent

         17  students on free and reduced lunch.

         18                 Compare this to the other column or

         19  the other extreme.  These are schools that are

         20  extremely segregated minority schools.  You'll find

         21  that more than three- quarters of these schools are

         22  schools where more than half of the students are on

         23  free and reduced lunch.  So, 76 percent of schools

         24  that are 90 to 100 percent minority are also schools

         25  where you have 50 to 100 percent poor.
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          2                 Actually, when you look at what, what

          3  the relationship between poverty and race is, you

          4  just have to look at the bottom sort of that, that

          5  box that I outlined, where you'll find that more

          6  than half of the students in schools where, in

          7  schools that are majority minority are on free and

          8  reduced lunch.  So, there is a very strong

          9  correlation between segregation by race and

         10  segregation by poverty.

         11                 I wanted to point out that 40 percent

         12  of the schools are, for the most part, zero to ten

         13  percent minority and then ten percent of the schools

         14  are intensely segregated minority schools.  But,

         15  you'll find that these are the schools where poverty

         16  rates are especially concentrated, the percent poor

         17  is especially concentrated.

         18                 So, why is integration a benefit?  We

         19  found that research shows that when students attend

         20  diverse schools, their, they express higher

         21  expectations, they have more education and career

         22  options, they are, they also are more likely to

         23  attend college and they have broader access to

         24  knowledge and networks, as well as a greater ability

         25  to work with and understand people from different
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          2  backgrounds.

          3                 We find that in a society that's

          4  growing increasingly multiracial, this is an

          5  invaluable skill that students need to have.  Here's

          6  a quote from the U.S. Supreme Court, made by Justice

          7  Sandra Day O'Connor, in the Grutter v. Bollinger

          8  decision: "Numerous studies show that student body

          9  diversity promotes learning outcomes and better

         10  prepared students for an increasingly diverse

         11  society.  Furthermore, that major American

         12  businesses have made clear that the skills needed in

         13  today's increasingly global marketplace can only be

         14  developed through exposure to widely diverse people,

         15  cultures, ideas and viewpoints."

         16                 We found in our research that absent

         17  desegregation plans, school segregation is the

         18  inescapable result of residential segregation.  In

         19  fact, these, this is, the next couple of slides are

         20  from a report that we did on the Boston metropolitan

         21  area, and you can find the reports on our website.

         22  Basically, what we found is that over the 1990's,

         23  segregation, residential segregation increased

         24  between whites and Latinos, it dropped slightly

         25  between whites and blacks and remained relatively
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          2  constant between whites and Asians.

          3                 In each case, there is less

          4  segregation in areas with relatively small numbers

          5  of minorities.  But, in locations where most

          6  minorities live, progress is much slower.

          7                 Lastly, I come to my last point,

          8  which is, what can be done to achieve more

          9  integrated schools?  We have a couple, a series of

         10  recommendations, among which is to use choice

         11  programs in a prointegrative manner.  We've done

         12  some studies on charter schools from The Civil

         13  Rights Project and found that charter schools are

         14  actually much more segregated for black and Latino

         15  students than public schools.  We can go into that

         16  discussion later if people are interested.

         17                 Another method to achieve more

         18  integrated schools would be to provide incentives

         19  for white and Asian suburbs that accept segregated

         20  minority students.  This is, in effect, what the

         21  Metco program in Boston, it's like where they take

         22  students from Boston and have them attend schools in

         23  the suburbs.

         24                 Another recommendation is to revive

         25  the federal aid program that helps multiracial
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          2  schools deal with possibly with race relations and

          3  to recruit people of color into the teaching

          4  professions.   We also, oh, that we should recruit

          5  more minorities of color into education profession.

          6  Sure.

          7                 So, we believe that because there is

          8  such a strong relationship between segregated

          9  schools and segregated neighborhoods, that not only

         10  must more be done to integrate schools, but more

         11  must be done to integrate housing.  What needs to be

         12  done is stricter fair housing enforcement, have more

         13  diversity in real estate offices, have more

         14  welcoming communities and have subsidized housing

         15  that would create more integrated neighborhoods.

         16                 So, with that, I conclude the

         17  research and if you want to look up any of the

         18  reports that I have talked about, you can find it at

         19  our website.  Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Well, I want to

         21  thank you for coming down and summarizing, giving

         22  testimony regarding your report.

         23                 Before we entertain questions, let me

         24  just introduce my other colleagues that have arrived

         25  since the last introduction.  Helen Diane Foster to
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          2  my left from the Bronx and we have Dan Garodnick

          3  right here, raise your hand Dan, from Manhattan and

          4  John Liu of Queens down at the end, Hiram Monserrate

          5  of Queens, Yvette Clarke of Brooklyn.  With that, my

          6  Co- Chair, Larry Seabrook.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Thank you very

          8  much.  Just a couple of questions, because I know

          9  there's so many other colleagues and then I can

         10  always come back.

         11                 MS. LEE:  Sure.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  The research

         13  and the focus on New York and I know that there was

         14  quite a bit in the report that talked about New York

         15  and highlighted as that.  Has there been any

         16  conversation, dialogue or discussion as it relates

         17  to developing a plan, a recommendation by the

         18  Department of Education from the City of New York,

         19  of the State of New York?

         20                 MS. LEE:  Has there been, you mean,

         21  has the Department of Education done anything to

         22  alleviate the segregation?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Or have

         24  contacted you about this study?

         25                 MS. LEE:  No.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  They have not

          3  contacted you about this study?

          4                 MS. LEE:  They have not, no.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  So, based upon

          6  that, I'm certain that they are knowledgeable that

          7  this exists.  Has there been any changes or

          8  improvements of those recommendations that have been

          9  implemented by the Department of Education or the

         10  State Education Department?

         11                 MS. LEE:  Not that I know of, no.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Secondly, if

         13  New York is the most segregated school system in

         14  America, as it relates to race, as well as

         15  economics, and your recommendation, if there was an

         16  opportunity to make a dramatic appeal to the City of

         17  New York, what would be the top three things that

         18  you would recommend based on the report that you

         19  have put together and all of the information that

         20  you've extrapolated?  What would be the three most

         21  important things that you would recommend that this

         22  Council would recommend to the Department of

         23  Education to deal with this problem of segregation?

         24                 MS. LEE:  Wow.  So, that, I would, I

         25  would, I think that what the research shows is that
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          2  segregation is very much an issue of between

          3  districts versus within districts.  So, back in the

          4  1960's, segregation was within a district.  You had

          5  a large white population that was not going to

          6  school with the minority population or black

          7  population.

          8                 What we see now is that the

          9  percentage white in a lot of districts has declined.

         10    So, for example, in New York, you only have 15

         11  percent white in your City's public schools.  So, in

         12  order to create integration, we must create

         13  integration across districts, not only within

         14  districts.

         15                 So, there have been a couple of

         16  measures that other districts have taken.  For

         17  example, in Lynn, they have a voluntary transfer

         18  program, which basically allows students to transfer

         19  to suburban districts as long as they do not upset

         20  the racial composition of the district, of the

         21  school in such a way that would create racially

         22  identifiable schools.

         23                 Another recommendation would be to

         24  create, for example, regional magnet schools, such

         25  as the ones that they're developing in Hartford,
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          2  where you have magnet schools enrolling students

          3  for, from different districts and creating a much

          4  more integrated school environment.

          5                 The third, which is sort of a

          6  variation of that, is what we have in Boston, which

          7  is the Metco program, which is a voluntary transfer

          8  program that have, you have the minority students

          9  attending schools with students in the suburbs.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  I apologize, we

         11  have to switch venues.  We are going to move.  We're

         12  going to stop the testimony at this point in time.

         13  I mean, I have additional colleagues that are here

         14  that don't even have a place to sit.  As I indicated

         15  in the beginning, I apologize for this particular

         16  matter.

         17                 Ladies and Gents, we're going to move

         18  over to the Committee Room as quickly as possible

         19  and we're going to reconvene in the Committee Room

         20  within, it's now two o'clock, at 2:15.  So, we will

         21  continue, at this point in time.  Can you please

         22  move to City Hall as quickly as possible to the

         23  Committee Room?

         24                 MS. LEE:  Okay.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  The Hearing

          3  will continue within the next ten to 15 minutes

          4  across the street, please.  So, everybody just, if

          5  you could make it across the street, we certainly

          6  apologize for this, but if you could do it, across.

          7                 (Recess taken)

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  We're

          9  continuing this Hearing from across the street.  As

         10  I indicated earlier, I apologize for the lack of

         11  space and set up.  We've reconvened in the Committee

         12  Room at City Hall, which allows a lot more Members

         13  to actually sit at a table and to fully participate

         14  and have a place where they can put the material in

         15  front of them, rather than in their laps.  So, we

         16  apologize.  Let me apologize to all my colleagues as

         17  far as the space situation.  So, we're going to

         18  continue with the questions from my colleagues to

         19  Chungmei Lee, a co- author of the report.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Thank you very

         21  much.  I certainly want to apologize for the

         22  movement and interrupting Ms. Lee's testimony and

         23  apologize to those who have to leave.

         24                 Ms. Lee, you were following- up in

         25  terms of some of the recommendations that you would
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          2  make to New York City.  If you could continue, you

          3  know.

          4                 MS. LEE:  Sure, so as I was saying, I

          5  think we need to really think about the nature of

          6  segregation that is facing our nation's public

          7  schools and be able to differentiate it from past

          8  forms of segregation.  So, whereas in the past, you

          9  had mostly a biracial form of segregation, mainly

         10  that between black and white.  What you're seeing

         11  now is a much more multiracial segregation, meaning

         12  segregation not just between black and white, but

         13  increasingly of Latino and Asian students.

         14                 Secondly, what we need to take into

         15  account is that it's no longer within a district

         16  that we're seeing forms of segregation, but between

         17  districts.  Because we're seeing the segregation

         18  between districts, the remedies that we use, the

         19  remedies that we would enforce in order to deal with

         20  that form of segregation needs to be also at an

         21  intra- district level, meaning between the urban

         22  areas and the suburban areas.

         23                 So, our recommendations, such as

         24  having regional magnet schools.  For example, what

         25  is being enforced right now in Hartford, Connecticut
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          2  is an example that would cross district boundary

          3  lines, where you would have students from both the

          4  inner cities and the suburbs attending more

          5  integrated schools through the program of the

          6  regional magnet schools.

          7                 Another way is what looking at the

          8  example of Lynn in Massachusetts, where they

          9  enforce, they were able to, desegregated their

         10  schools through a voluntary transfer program. They

         11  had basically schools whose racial composition

         12  reflected, for the most part, that of the school

         13  district.  So, you had no one school with severely

         14  racially identifiable schools.  Students were only

         15  allowed to transfer to another school within the

         16  district only if the said transfer did not upset the

         17  racial balance within the school.  So, in the

         18  district you had more or less pre- racially balanced

         19  schools.

         20                 Another idea is to also look at what

         21  Metco is doing in Boston, which addresses the issue

         22  of intra- district transfer by having students in

         23  the urban, in urban Boston attend schools in the

         24  suburbs.

         25                 So, the remedy that we see that would
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          2  address the issue of segregation in most of the

          3  metropolitan areas in the northeast and midwest,

          4  specifically, must be between districts, intra-

          5  district remedies, rather than just within a

          6  district. Because, for most of the districts in

          7  these regions, you have residential segregation

          8  first of all.  Secondly, you also have very

          9  independent and balkanized housing markets that also

         10  lend itself to school segregation.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Just one other

         12  point that perhaps you can add some clarity to.

         13  There are those who would, if you can look at the

         14  resources that are given to those schools, is there

         15  any quality of resources on the basis of these

         16  segregated schools and if people are saying, well,

         17  if you gave them the same amount of money that you

         18  gave the Stuyvesant versus the Martin Luther King,

         19  that would be, would that be considered solving the

         20  problem?

         21                 MS. LEE:  You mean going back to the

         22  separate but equal argument?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Right.

         24                 MS. LEE:  No.  From our research, we

         25  find that that would not solve the problem.  The
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          2  reason for that is because when we look at, there

          3  has been research that just looked at, well, what if

          4  we solve the economic part of the equation.  Let's

          5  take race out of it and just look at economic

          6  integration.  What they found is that you can have

          7  schools that are economically integrated and still

          8  be very racially isolated.

          9                 These schools, because of its, the

         10  strong correlation between poverty and race, you

         11  know, they're likely to have less credentialed

         12  teachers, they're likely to have peers who are not

         13  thinking of going to college, they're likely to have

         14  lesser curriculum.   So, there are a lot of factors

         15  that go into segregated schools, not just by race,

         16  but also by SCS, that cannot be solved by economic

         17  resources alone.

         18                 What we're seeing in integrated

         19  schools is that students are being exposed not just

         20  to resources but to the networks provided by their

         21  peers.  So, they're, so that extends beyond the

         22  classroom resources.  This tends to have a positive

         23  effect not only on their future opportunities, but

         24  also on dealing with stereotypes and prejudices,

         25  which one would not get attending a segregated or
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          2  isolated school.

          3                 Given that our nation is becoming

          4  increasingly multiracial, there is definitely an

          5  argument to have students attending schools that are

          6  integrated and diverse, so they learn how to

          7  interact and be comfortable with working with people

          8  from different, diverse and ethnic backgrounds.  I

          9  think I noted in the report the quote from Sandra

         10  Day O'Connor, saying how increasingly vitally

         11  important it is to have diverse schools because of

         12  how that would impact the future of the democracy in

         13  our nation.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Thank you.

         15  I'll come back.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you

         17  Council Member Seabrook, my Co- Chair.  Ms. Lee, let

         18  me ask you a couple of questions as it relates to

         19  New York City.  Do you have any examples that you

         20  can give of New York City- located multiracial

         21  schools and/or apartheid schools as defined by your

         22  study?

         23                 MS. LEE:  You mean names of schools?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Yes.

         25                 MS. LEE:  We don't go into that
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          2  specificity in this report in terms of indentified

          3  schools, identifying schools by name.  So, that

          4  would be another report.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  But you did

          6  find, though, I believe you confirmed what reports

          7  have shown that New York City schools are one of the

          8  most segregated schools in the country. Is that

          9  correct?

         10                 MS. LEE:  Yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  What structural

         12  and/or institutional factors you believe or based on

         13  your study have led to this growth or encouraged

         14  this growth in segregated schools in New York City?

         15                 MS. LEE:  Well, we find that for, so

         16  there has been a history, a legal history behind

         17  this.  The reason why you have segregation plans

         18  implemented in the south and border states is

         19  because the Supreme Court actually ordered that

         20  these districts need to be desegregated.

         21                 When they tried to desegregate

         22  schools in the north and in the midwest for example,

         23  it was struck down in the 1974 Milliken v. Bradley

         24  decision, in which the, the Supreme Court basically

         25  disallowed for a city suburban desegregation plans
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          2  and basically limited desegregation efforts within a

          3  district.

          4                 So, they do not allow for, for

          5  example, in the south, where you had county- wide

          6  districts that allowed students from both urban and

          7  suburban areas to attend the same schools, you

          8  couldn't have that in the north and the midwest

          9  because of this 1974 Milliken v. Bradley decision.

         10                 So, as, we found in another report,

         11  we, as I mentioned earlier, we looked at the Boston

         12  metro area.  So, we looked at the City of Boston

         13  with the surrounding suburbs and cities.  What we

         14  found is that as white families moved out of Boston

         15  into the suburbs, you had an increasingly smaller

         16  and smaller proportion of white families within the

         17  urban core and increasingly white surrounding

         18  suburbs.  So that, even if you tried to desegregate

         19  within Boston, the highest percentage of say white

         20  students in the school, the average black or Latino

         21  student would be about 15 percent, which is about

         22  the same percentage here in New York.

         23                 So, a lot of it is linked to

         24  residential segregation, as well as the fact that,

         25  you know, back in 1974, the Supreme Court disallowed
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          2  for a city, desegregation across city suburban lines

          3  in the north and the midwest areas.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  What

          5  progressive or regressive policies have you seen in

          6  the City of New York as having put in place that

          7  have helped or hindered our schools' integrations?

          8                 MS. LEE:  I can only speak generally

          9  about some of the policies that we've observed

         10  nationwide.  So, in the 1990's, there were three

         11  Supreme Court decisions.  There was the Oklahoma v.

         12  Dowell in 1991, then they had the Missouri v.

         13  Jenkins in 1995 and Freeman v. Pitts in 1992.

         14  Basically, what these three court orders did

         15  together was allow districts to declare themselves

         16  unitary, basically saying that they have amended all

         17  the past wrongs of desegregation and allow them to

         18  dismantle their desegregation plans even if

         19  integration has not been achieved in these

         20  districts.

         21                 As a result of that, we've seen a

         22  growing trend toward resegregation.  I think from

         23  some of the slides that I showed, especially

         24  regarding Latino segregation, not much has been done

         25  here in the State of New York, so that the, you
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          2  know, the extent to which Latino students are

          3  segregated by, here in New York, has not changed

          4  very much since 1970.  So, in other words, there

          5  hasn't been any policy that has been implemented to,

          6  say, desegregate the schools.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  So, following-

          8  up on that, what legislative and/or administrative

          9  remedies do you believe the City of New York can

         10  implement to keep our schools from further

         11  resegregation?

         12                 MS. LEE:  I think that in order to,

         13  it's, the issue of resegregation is one that is very

         14  hard to sort of find a silver bullet, particularly

         15  in an Administration that is pretty conservative and

         16  a court that's growing increasingly conservative and

         17  that has actually implemented laws that has corroded

         18  the progress that we've made under past

         19  desegregation efforts.

         20                 So, what we've, most of our

         21  recommendations deal with, you know, voluntary

         22  desegregation plans.  I would like to add to my

         23  previous recommendations of having regional magnet

         24  schools or voluntary transfer programs that

         25  basically supersedes the boundaries under which
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          2  students are growing increasingly segregated within

          3  their own districts.

          4                 I would like to add to that, that we

          5  have to be careful in terms of choice, because in

          6  our past reports on charter schools, we found that

          7  charter schools only benefit the families who are

          8  more advantaged than other families.

          9                 For example, the families that have

         10  information about where the charter schools are

         11  located, that can provide, that have transportation

         12  to take their students, or the kids, to these

         13  schools, they're, in some way, more, have more

         14  resources than those who are being left behind.  So,

         15  if we're thinking about, say, choice programs,

         16  that's the reason why we recommend, for example, the

         17  regional magnet, because magnet schools actually

         18  have built within it the race consciousness portion

         19  that you do not find, for example, in charter

         20  schools.

         21                 I would also caution against the use

         22  of vouchers because, as a choice mechanism, because

         23  there's a study also done in which looking, in the

         24  City of New York, actually, what the effect of the

         25  use of vouchers has been.  There actually wasn't any
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          2  effect in sort of improving the achievement of the

          3  students using vouchers.

          4                 So, on the one hand, I would say that

          5  we need to look into intra- district remedies as

          6  much as possible because desegregation cannot be

          7  accomplished just within a district. And, that we

          8  must be careful of choice programs that do not, are

          9  not racially, are not race conscious.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

         11  We're going to solicit comments and questions from

         12  our colleagues.  Before I do that, let me just

         13  introduce the colleagues that were not introduced

         14  earlier.  To my right, Council Member Simcha Felder

         15  of Brooklyn.  I did introduce Council Member Darlene

         16  Mealy, Council Member John Liu, Council Member Gale

         17  Brewer, Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo,

         18  Council Member Yvette Clarke, Council Member Melinda

         19  Katz and Council Member Tish James.  We're going to

         20  hear questions from Council Member Melinda Katz of

         21  Queens.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Hi.

         23                 MS. LEE:  Hi.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  I guess, this

         25  is very interesting, except that I guess part of
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          2  what my colleagues are talking about is what I have

          3  a little more of an interest in, which is in New

          4  York City.  Is there any studies that might come up

          5  by your organization or that you know of that are

          6  out there that are going to study the New York City

          7  public school system?

          8                 MS. LEE:  Well, the way that we were

          9  able to do the Boston metro project was because we

         10  were funded by a local foundation.  So, if we could

         11  get the funds to do that, we would love to.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Just like,

         13  let's just say, how much would a study in the City

         14  of New York cost?

         15                 MS. LEE:  Oh.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  About.  How

         17  much did Boston cost?

         18                 MS. LEE:  I would say about

         19  $60,000.00 to $75,000.00.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  $60,000.00 to

         21  $75,000.00?

         22                 MS. LEE:  But, I would, I would ask

         23  you to look into  --  that's Boston.  But, what we

         24  did actually  --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  It's
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          2  $400,000.00 here.

          3                 MS. LEE:  But, it was a series of

          4  reports.  So, not only did we look at education, but

          5  we also looked at housing discrimination and then we

          6  also looked at job opportunities in the Boston metro

          7  area, as affected by both the education and the

          8  housing, so looking at the job market.  So, it was a

          9  series of reports.  I think, in total, there were

         10  like about seven to eight reports that came out of

         11  that.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Out of your

         13  nationwide study and your State of New York study,

         14  because you had numbers from New York State  --

         15                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  How much of

         17  that was New York City?

         18                 MS. LEE:  The numbers I used in this

         19  report is just New York State, but in previous

         20  reports that we've done, we've included New York

         21  City.  The numbers for the dropout rates that I

         22  mentioned, actually, that's looking at the ten

         23  largest districts in New York, including New York

         24  City.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  It had been New
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          2  York City as well.  So, is there a way  --

          3                 MS. LEE:  Right.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  For you to

          5  pull out because those of us that know the computer

          6  well, know you probably have it in fields.  So, is

          7  there a way to pull out the fields for New York

          8  City? For us  --

          9                 MS. LEE:  Oh.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  So that we

         11  could get a similar readout --  and the Chair should

         12  stop me if you've already asked this.  Okay.  Is

         13  there a way for us to pull out the field of New York

         14  City to get the numbers that you've done distinctive

         15  for our City?

         16                 MS. LEE:  Sure.  I can, I mean

         17  that's, that's something that the numbers are

         18  already there.  That's not  --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Right  --

         20                 MS. LEE:  --  Hard at all.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  No, I would

         22  love to see that and I'd also love to know how many

         23  schools or how many, I don't know how you did this,

         24  how many students, how many schools, how many

         25  neighborhoods were studied as you did that.  You
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          2  know, in other words, if only two schools were

          3  studied in the City of New York out of this whole

          4  nationwide study, then the numbers probably aren't

          5  that helpful to us.  But, if you can tell us that,

          6  well, you did a cross- section of five boroughs,

          7  just it happens, and these are the numbers, that

          8  would be very helpful. So, I would love if you could

          9  give that information to the Chairs, at some point,

         10  not at the moment.

         11                 MS. LEE:  Right  --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  That would be

         13  very helpful.

         14                 MS. LEE:  Yes.  I think, like, we can

         15  definitely pull out the numbers that we already have

         16  in the report.  In terms of sort of the other

         17  numbers you're asking for, that would actually

         18  require running the numbers.  Just  --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Okay.

         20                 MS. LEE:  --  Because they are not

         21   --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Okay, whatever

         23   --

         24                 MS. LEE:  --  And  --

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  The easiest
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          2  way to do it, that gives us some sort of a cross-

          3  segment of New York City, that would be really

          4  helpful to us.  So, I appreciate   --

          5                 MS. LEE:  Sure.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  That.  May

          7  I?  When you were doing these studies, and I'll use

          8  nationwide, since that's what we have.  Was there a

          9  study --  just sort of tagging onto what Chair

         10  Seabrook was talking about  --

         11                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  Was there a

         13  study in any of these areas where the schools that

         14  were segregated out and either the black community

         15  or Latino community or whatever the schools were

         16  that were segregated out, were given the same amount

         17  of resources?  And, I don't just mean economic

         18  resources.  I mean that the teachers there were

         19  considered of equal value as other districts, where

         20  the society had the same economic value level. I'm

         21  sure you studied the families, things of that

         22  nature.  Does your study show or look at if the

         23  resources are the same, across the board, that the

         24  results are basically better or the same?

         25                 MS. LEE:  Our report does not show
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          2  that.  But  --

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Doesn't show it

          4  or it didn't look at it?

          5                 MS. LEE:  We don't, we didn't look at

          6  it.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  You didn't look

          8  at it.

          9                 MS. LEE:  We didn't look at it.

         10  Excuse me, that is an important distinction.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  No, it's a very

         12  different thing  --

         13                 MS. LEE:  Yeah, it's a  --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  That it

         15  doesn't show it or you  --

         16                 MS. LEE:  --  Very important  --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  Didn't look

         18  at it  --

         19                 MS. LEE:  --  Distinction.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  It's a very

         21  different thing.

         22                 MS. LEE:  Right.  So, no, we didn't

         23  look at it. But, there have been researchers in say,

         24  in North Carolina, Charlotte and Mecklenburg, which

         25  recently resegregated looking at sort of what the
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          2  impact has been on the schools that have, were,

          3  before desegregation, I mean before segregation and

          4  now undergoing, you know, resegregation.

          5                 Basically, what they found was that

          6  the achievement of blacks since has dropped.  That

          7  of Latinos since, there was sort of no significant

          8  change.  I mean, there was a certain amount of drop,

          9  but not as drastic as that of black students.  In

         10  terms of resources, what they found, especially in,

         11  say, Georgia, was that once you have concentration

         12  of poor and minority students within the schools,

         13  you have a high turnover of teachers.

         14                 The situation where you're proposing

         15  that, say if you can have with resegregation the

         16  same amount of resources as that before

         17  resegregation, I mean research has shown that once

         18  you have schools that are becoming increasingly

         19  segregated, the resources will move away from the

         20  schools.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Right, and I'm

         22  not disagreeing with that  --

         23                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  And I think

         25  that when we were, you were sort of, I think
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          2  throughout they're separate but equal  --

          3                 MS. LEE:  Right.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  I mean,

          5  obviously bringing thoughts of Plessy v. Ferguson

          6  into the mix, I think that I would look at this and

          7  maybe say, it's not only separate, but it's unequal

          8   --

          9                 MS. LEE:  Oh.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  So I think

         11  that one of the things I'd love to see this

         12  Committee do, either jointly or with the Education

         13  or Civil Rights, is really look at that part of it.

         14                 I mean, I'd like to know what the

         15  resource level, economically, is in every school in

         16  the City of New York.  I'd like to know how the

         17  teachers are chosen for each school.  I'd like to

         18  know how old the books are in each of the schools

         19  across the City.  Because, it seems to me that, you

         20  know, what we're doing here is sometimes sending

         21  kids out of underperforming schools.  My fear is

         22  that the kids that are left, what are they left

         23  with?  We need to make sure that the resources are

         24  adequate and the same all over.  I think that that's

         25  really where I'm looking at this.  Any help that
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          2  your group can give us, I'd love to work with the

          3  Chairs to figure that out.  Maybe a future study --

          4                 MS. LEE:  Sure.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  --  Would be

          6  great.

          7                 MS. LEE:  Yeah, future study  --

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  But, if you

          9  can, if you can find any, if you look through your

         10  numbers and you really can touch upon some of the

         11  things I'm asking, I would appreciate that as well.

         12                 MS. LEE:  Sure.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Thank you.

         14                 MS. LEE:  Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

         16  Council Member Yvette Clarke.  We've been joined by

         17  Council Member David Yassky of Brooklyn.  Council

         18  Member Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you Mr.

         20  Chair. Thank you both Chairs for this very important

         21  and very stimulating Hearing today, because, you

         22  know, I think that this sort of crystallizes for a

         23  lot of us, some of our observations, but we didn't

         24  have anything really tangible to work out from.

         25                 I wanted to present to you, I think,
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          2  a unique chase study.  We know that, at least from

          3  anecdotal instances in my Council district, with the

          4  transfer policy of No Child Left Behind, we see

          5  students that were typically, just as far back as

          6  four years ago, going to their neighborhood schools.

          7    It's not that those schools were great or

          8  anything, but they were going to those schools.

          9  Now, under No Child Left Behind, based on a number

         10  of indicators, parents have the capacity to start

         11  transferring their children all over the place.

         12                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  I want to

         14  juxtapose that with communities that may be

         15  predominantly minority, but have income mix and some

         16  racial diversity, where the schools remain

         17  predominantly black for those who meet a lower

         18  income, but for the upwardly mobile parents and

         19  predominantly white parents, their children are

         20  going to private schools.

         21                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Does your

         23  study look at the convergence of all of these things

         24  that's happening simultaneously under No Child Left

         25  Behind in instances where you have communities with
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          2  individuals of high net worth who can afford to send

          3  their students to another location, private school,

          4  whatever and those parents that are not as

          5  financially advantaged and those students that go to

          6  the local school or maybe transfer to another?

          7                 MS. LEE:  Right.  So, if you go onto

          8  our website, we have researchers who have actually

          9  been looking at NCLB. Specifically, targeting the

         10  issue that you're talking about, which is how much

         11  of a choice is the transfer program really, like,

         12  what kind of a choice does it really offer the

         13  parents?

         14                 What they found is that even though

         15  the transfer program is there, if the school is

         16  disbanded because of probational reasons, the

         17  students are only allowed to transfer to other

         18  schools within the district.  They are, for the most

         19  part, also already overcrowded, under similar

         20  conditions of, you know, educational and the quality

         21  and really not providing for the education of the

         22  students, basically concluding that it's not much of

         23  a choice, the transfer option and NCLB.

         24                 So, I think you'll find that study

         25  really interesting.  They also looked at
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          2  supplemental programs and whether that had any

          3  effect on the education of the students as well.

          4  So, I would recommend that you look up on our

          5  website, the researcher is Gail Sunderman.  She had

          6  co- authored a number of reports, as well as written

          7  reports solely on, sort of the effects of NCLB on

          8  such issues as transfer options and supplemental

          9  programs.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  In your

         11  study, I mean, you showed us how poverty levels

         12  correlate with the whole segregation pattern.  Have

         13  you looked at circumstances where the poverty level

         14  may not indicate, just on the surface, that there

         15  would be segregation, but it exists nonetheless with

         16  respect to the school system?

         17                 I'm just bringing it back again to my

         18  Council district.  My Council district has a very

         19  high medium income, but the public schools in the

         20  district cater to predominantly those students that

         21  would be considered eligible for school lunch and,

         22  thus, their performance or maybe, I don't know

         23  whether it's thus their performance, but, for

         24  whatever reason, the public schools in the

         25  community, in certain parts of the community,
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          2  they're just like not moving at all.  Have you seen

          3  anything like that before and  --

          4                 MS. LEE:  Meaning that?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Meaning that

          6  you can't necessarily use the poverty level as an

          7  indicator, but maybe you're looking more at a racial

          8  indicator as opposed to a, because if you just use

          9  the medium income of a community, you can overlook

         10  segregated schools  --

         11                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  --  Where the

         13  children are coming from low- income families, but

         14   --

         15                 MS. LEE:  Oh, I see.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  --  The

         17  overall community itself doesn't fit that profile.

         18  Have you seen circumstances like that before?

         19                 MS. LEE:  There are definitely

         20  circumstances of that.  What we use in our reports

         21  is the percent of students on free and reduced

         22  lunch.  So, I think what you're talking about in

         23  terms of the medium income of households, it's

         24  actually using census data.  So, say, like

         25  correlating for example census data along with, you
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          2  know, school population data.  There's certainly

          3  instances where, you know, they do not correlate

          4  with each other, but that's because aside from the

          5  fact that it's, you know, it's sort of different

          6  populations you're looking at, even though they have

          7  a very strong correlation, poverty and race, it's

          8  not 100 percent or perfectly correlated.

          9                 So, this is also another reason why

         10  we say that you cannot achieve racial desegregation

         11  mainly by desegregating income or purely on the, you

         12  know, poor and reduced lunch.  Aside from the fact

         13  that the measure itself is very, it's very rough.

         14  It's a very rough measure, because either you're on

         15  the, you're on the free and reduced lunch program or

         16  you're not.  So, those who are not, there's a wide

         17  range of income who are, which is not measured by

         18  that.  That's sort of like, sort of addresses your

         19  question on that.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

         21  Thank you Council Member Clarke.  Council Member

         22  James.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  Thank you.

         24  You have pretty much documented what we all have

         25  known was true throughout the City of New York and
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          2  throughout the nation.  I'm just reading your report

          3  and trying to decipher a lot of this information and

          4  sort of relate this to my district and to the City

          5  of New York. According to your report, the highest

          6  levels of black segregation were found in New York,

          7  Illinois, California and Michigan.  All of these

          8  states have relatively large black populations.

          9                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  In a sentence,

         11  what is the cause of this black segregation, why

         12  have we not make progress?

         13                 MS. LEE:  In a sentence?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  In a sentence.

         15                 MS. LEE:  So, I think that, so going

         16  back to the states you mentioned, I think that's the

         17  easiest way to start.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  New York,

         19  Illinois, California and Michigan where there are

         20  large black populations.

         21                 MS. LEE:  Right.  Those states are

         22  mostly in the north and midwest  --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  Yes.

         24                 MS. LEE:  --  And in these regions,

         25  they have been, because of the 1974 Milliken v.
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          2  Bradley decision  --

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  Which stands

          4  for what proposition?

          5                 MS. LEE:  What's that?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  What does it

          7  stand for, that case?

          8                 MS. LEE:  So the Milliken v. Bradley,

          9  basically, is the Supreme Court answer to it, no,

         10  you cannot desegregate across city suburban lines.

         11  So, in the northeast and midwest, where you have

         12  balkanized school districts, right? You will have,

         13  you will see segregation patterns along residential

         14  segregation if you cannot desegregate across city

         15  suburban lines.  So, this is why the largest and the

         16  highest levels of segregation for black students are

         17  found in these regions and in these states.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  So, housing

         19  patterns cause or are part of the problem, yes?

         20                 MS. LEE:  Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  Economic

         22  factors are part of the problem, yes?

         23                 MS. LEE:  What do you mean by

         24  economic?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  Let me just
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          2  read you a sentence from a report from the paper

          3  that was prepared by the staff.  Race and

          4  concentrated poverty create a constellation of

          5  inequalities, less qualified, less experienced

          6  teachers, lower levels of peer group competition,

          7  more limited curricula taught at less challenging

          8  levels and more serious health problems. Basically,

          9  it goes on to say that they are part of the problem

         10  for the inequality in our school system and ergo,

         11  school segregation.  Do you agree with that

         12  sentence?

         13                 MS. LEE:  I don't see it as a cause.

         14  I would agree with the sentence that, I mean, what

         15  we found in reports, basically, is that schools that

         16  have large concentration of minority students also

         17  tend to have large concentration of poor students

         18  that are correlated with the host of factors that

         19  you just mentioned that result in inequality of

         20  education opportunity.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  And when you

         22  add housing patterns  --

         23                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  --  That, I

         25  would think, all of that would add to the
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          2  segregation in our school system.

          3                 MS. LEE:  Right.  I mean, when we did

          4  our Boston metro study, what we found was really

          5  interesting is that the majority of students, of say

          6  black students and Latino students, are concentrated

          7  within just two or three districts.  Like, more than

          8  half of black and Latino students in the Boston

          9  metro area attend schools in just two or three

         10  districts.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  The City of

         12  New York has begun to create a number of thematic

         13  schools and because of these thematic schools, they

         14  have, and there hasn't been any study, but just

         15  based on what I see in my district, that has gone a

         16  long way in integrating schools.  Would you say

         17  thematic schools, schools focused on certain subject

         18  matter is one solution, is part of the solution?

         19                 MS. LEE:  Are they like magnet

         20  schools?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  Yes, they're

         22  magnet schools.  Schools  --

         23                 MS. LEE:  Right, so  --

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  --  Based on

         25  law and justice, schools based on social justice,
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          2  schools based on Science, Math.

          3                 MS. LEE:  Right, so that's one of the

          4  recommendations I made in terms of bringing,

          5  creating more integrated schools, is to have such

          6  magnet or thematic schools that are regional, so

          7  they are able to attract students who are not just

          8  within the immediate district, but from surrounding

          9  districts as well.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  In my

         11  district, which is facing a wave of gentrification,

         12  that has good points and some bad points, it's

         13  resulted in the displacement of a significant number

         14  of people of color and poor people in general or

         15  poor people in particular.  It has resulted in new

         16  families, both white and black with more money

         17  coming into the district.

         18                 Some of the white families are,

         19  because of the outcomes of some of the schools in my

         20  district, now go to other districts, which are

         21  majority white.  So, they leave the districts which

         22  are majority minority and send their children to

         23  schools in majority white districts because of the

         24  outcomes, because a lot of the schools in the

         25  district that I represent are failing.
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          2                 The number, the outcomes, the

          3  curricula, the fact that there are, the teachers are

          4  of less experience and they're not very challenging,

          5  the curricula is not very challenging, that has

          6  caused the segregation, one of the causes of

          7  segregation in these schools, because the schools

          8  are just failing.

          9                 MS. LEE:  Right.  In answer to that,

         10  you know what, what's really interesting about the

         11  Lynn case is they, they said they have found that

         12  once you sort of stabilize integration of schools,

         13  so you create an environment in which there are no

         14  pockets of racially identifiable schools.  Once you

         15  stabilize that, you're able to stabilize housing

         16  patterns.

         17                 It's when you have pockets of

         18  racially identifiable schools that you'll find that,

         19  you know, white families, for the most part, will

         20  send their kids to overwhelmingly white schools.

         21  So, I don't know if that answered your.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  Yes, I mean, I

         23  think it does answer it, but I think, you know, as

         24  you know, in the City of New York, we are in the

         25  midst of our own Brown v. Board of Education
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          2  struggle, it's called the Campaign for Fiscal Equity

          3  and hopefully when we do get the resources, we can

          4  address a number of these failing schools, so that

          5  these schools can challenge our children and perhaps

          6  that would result in the segregated patterns that

          7  we're experiencing.

          8                 But, in addition to that, the City of

          9  New York has to step up to the plate and they, all

         10  of the policies that they have been initiating,

         11  unfortunately, are causing segregation, causing

         12  gentrification, causing displacement of people of

         13  color and poor people in particular all throughout

         14  the City of New York.  So, part of the problem rests

         15  in the doorsteps of this Administration and others

         16  like it.  So, I thank you for your information.  I

         17  thank you for this report  --

         18                 MS. LEE:  Sure.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  --  But I

         20  really believe resources would be helpful.

         21  Hopefully, with the new Governor, we can get more

         22  resources from Campaign for Fiscal Equity and

         23  hopefully this Administration will stop creating

         24  more luxury housing for the rich, which is only

         25  displacing people and causing this problem.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

          3                 MS. LEE:  Right.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you

          6  Council Member. I'd like to recognize Bill de Blasio

          7  of Brooklyn has joined us. The next, yes, next we'll

          8  hear from Al Vann and then Simcha Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Yes, thank you

         10  Mr. Chairmen. Good afternoon.

         11                 MS. LEE:  Good afternoon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  First of all,

         13  thank you for the report that was done, the research

         14  and for providing a scientific support for that

         15  which we know in New York City, having experienced

         16  it and we appreciate that.

         17                 The premise for the research, is it

         18  that integration is a social goal or integration is

         19  an educational goal?  I'm not clear on your position

         20  on that.

         21                 MS. LEE:  I would argue both.  What

         22  we have found is that integration on the social goal

         23  is given the fact that we're becoming increasingly

         24  diverse and that our public schools should be

         25  institutions that prepare the future students and

                                                            70

          1  COMMITTEES ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDUCATION

          2  citizens of the country to participate meaningfully

          3  in democracy.

          4                 How could they learn to do that if

          5  we're sending them to racially isolated schools

          6  where they're not interacting with members of

          7  different ethnic and racial backgrounds and,

          8  frankly, do not reflect the social reality that is

          9  today and that will continue to become increasingly

         10  diverse?  I mean, if you look at the census

         11  projections before 2050, there will no longer be a

         12  white majority in the states.  So, as, given that

         13  social reality, we have to prepare students to face

         14  that.

         15                 In terms of academic achievement,

         16  there has been some research that has shown that,

         17  for example, Hanushek, one of the researchers that

         18  basically looked at data in Texas.  They found that

         19  having black students attend a more integrated

         20  school had a positive effect on their achievement.

         21                 Then, there was also a report done in

         22  Denver, looking at the achievement of Latino

         23  students and found that when Denver stopped its

         24  desegregation and school districts became

         25  resegregated, the Latino achievement scores in Math
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          2  dropped.  So, at the same time that you're seeing

          3  these differences, you also have researchers looking

          4  at the increases in scores of African American

          5  students when they move from more segregated schools

          6  to less segregated schools.  If you want citations

          7  for that, I'm more than willing to provide them to.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Well  --

          9                 MS. LEE:  But, basically, in all of

         10  these instances, and I just want to add this one

         11  last point, you didn't see any negative effect for

         12  white students who were attending more desegregated

         13  schooling.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Okay.  That

         15  begs the question, at the risk of being redundant,

         16  why do minority schools fail and integrated schools

         17  succeed?

         18                 MS. LEE:  Minority schools fail

         19  because of the powerful relationship between race

         20  and poverty.  Going back to the charts, I could show

         21  it to you actually, when you look at the percent

         22  poor in schools attended by average student of each

         23  race, look at the percent poor in the school

         24  attended by the average black and Latino students.

         25  It's close to half compared to say the white and
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          2  Asian students.  In another table, I show that more

          3  than three- quarters of intensely segregated

          4  minority schools have at least half of their student

          5  body on free and reduced lunch.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Why?  My

          7  question is why? Why do they fail  --

          8                 MS. LEE:  Why.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  --  Why do

         10  minority schools fail and integrated schools

         11  succeed, why?

         12                 MS. LEE:  The, meaning that, you're

         13  saying, why are minority schools poor or?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Why do they

         15  fail academically?

         16                 MS. LEE:  Why do, also, because of

         17  the fact that these schools also tend to have less

         18  resources, right?  I mean, these are the schools

         19  where you have a very high teacher turnover, even if

         20  you do, if they do get good teachers, they do not

         21  stay, they have less parental involvement, they also

         22  have a very weak curriculum.  The aspirations of

         23  their peers in these classrooms are usually not as

         24  strong as those in integrated schools, where

         25  students are getting prepared to go to college.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Okay, so that,

          3  one more question.  So, those things that can be

          4  controlled by a system, you mentioned a number of

          5  elements that can be controlled by a school system.

          6  So, if we were to have those things available in a

          7   "minority school" then would you think that they

          8  would then have successful schools?

          9                 MS. LEE:  Well  --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Without

         11  integrated them, they're segregated the way they

         12  are, but you're getting them the resources, you're

         13  getting them the teachers with the credentials and

         14  your giving all the things that we know work in a

         15  successful school, do you think those schools would

         16  then succeed?

         17                 MS. LEE:  Well, I think a lot of

         18  success has been defined on test scores.  So, if

         19  you're saying, well, these students get higher test

         20  scores given all these resources, yes, there are

         21  some schools that have that.  In fact, they are  --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Well, I'm not

         23  trying to change the standard.  We now have

         24  successful schools, what was the basis for deeming

         25  those schools being successful?  Test scores?
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          2                 MS. LEE:  No.  I mean, I'm saying, so

          3  I haven't finished my argument yet  --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  I'm sorry.  Go

          5  ahead.

          6                 MS. LEE:  No, that's okay.  What I'm

          7  saying is that you can have, you might be able to

          8  achieve success in terms of test scores, but I would

          9  say, going back to the earlier argument, that

         10  integration is not just academic, but also a social

         11  goal.  In order to have truly successful scores,

         12  schools, you should have integrated schools where

         13  students are being prepared to participate in a

         14  diverse society and not because they're doing better

         15  on test scores.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  So, you're

         17  argument would say then if you happen to be white

         18  and have money and you go to your schools and you

         19  succeed, that you are equally disadvantaged because

         20  you didn't go to school with black kids who were

         21  poor?

         22                 MS. LEE:  Yes, I would make that

         23  argument. Actually, the most segregated group of

         24  students are white students and, in fact, they are

         25  not benefitting from an integrated school
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          2  environment and that it's not only the minority

          3  students who benefit from integrated schooling.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Now, that

          5  theory and philosophically that may make sense,

          6  except that, unfortunately, the people who are

          7  homeless and the kids that wind up in jail and the

          8  folks who don't have the ability to own homes happen

          9  to be black and minority, so that if I'm white and I

         10  got money and I'm disenfranchised, they don't know

         11  it because they got all the fruits of the society.

         12  You follow my trend?  You see where I'm going?

         13                 MS. LEE:  Not really.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  You're saying

         15  they're equally affected by the fact that they are

         16  not going to integrated schools, but obviously

         17  that's not true because if I'm white and I'm failing

         18  I don't know it because I got money and I got a job

         19  and I got a career and I'm accepted.

         20                 MS. LEE:  Well  --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  You know.

         22                 MS. LEE:  --  I mean, I would got

         23  back to what Sandra Day O'Connor is the Supreme

         24  Court statement on Grutter v. Bollinger, is that in

         25  order for us to fully participate in society, she
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          2  actually mentions, argues for it as a national

          3  security issue, that not just the military but

          4  businessmen have come forward and said, we need our

          5  populous to be schooled in integrated environments

          6  because it's not just an economic issue, it's a

          7  national security issue  We need people who can

          8  interact with people from different, diverse and

          9  ethnic backgrounds.  So, for a society as a whole,

         10  integration is the goal that we should be moving

         11  towards.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  My final point.

         13    Therefore, if I'm in China or Russia or any other

         14  country where I go to school with people who are

         15  Chinese or Russian or whatever in that country, that

         16  means I would not have an understanding or

         17  appreciation for people from other countries and so

         18  forth because I don't go to school with them?

         19                 MS. LEE:  Wait, say that again.  How

         20  does that relate to  --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  Well, your

         22  premise is that if we don't go to school together,

         23  we're not having a successful "education" and it

         24  would suggest that we cannot relate and understand

         25  other human beings who don't share the same
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          2   "academic experience" that we do.

          3                 If I follow that line of thinking, it

          4  would seem that we would not be able to communicate

          5  with each other on this planet because there are

          6  cultures, that they go to school within their

          7  culture, but in the world they interact and engage

          8  and do business with different cultures and we

          9  didn't go to school together.  You know, you see

         10  what I'm saying?

         11                 MS. LEE:  Well, yes, I see your

         12  point.  Two things.  One thing is, the first point

         13  is that in the states, you already have 58 percent

         14  of your students being white and what, 42 percent of

         15  the students are minority.  So, I think the

         16  situation is very specific to the United States in

         17  that you, there is a growing proportion of students

         18  and people that are increasingly multiracial.

         19                 The second point I would say to that

         20  is that we've looked into research done by other

         21  groups and they have found that in terms of

         22  prejudice and stereotypes, once it's in high school,

         23  it's already a little too late.  Like, the point to

         24  start interracial understanding so that people are

         25  not relating to each other through stereotypes and
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          2  prejudice is, begins much sooner, in fact, at the

          3  elementary school level.

          4                 The first way to actually deal with

          5  racism and discrimination in society is to look at

          6  those stereotypes and prejudices.  If you keep

          7  sending students to racially isolated schools,

          8  they'll continue to have those prejudices and

          9  stereotypes and they are the future, so.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:  I appreciate

         11  your attempts to answer my question.  I thank you

         12  for that.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

         14  Thank you Council Member Vann.  Council Member

         15  Felder and then Council Member Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Thank you

         17  Chairman Jackson and Chairman Seabrook for this

         18  important Hearing.  I just have a few short

         19  questions, I believe.  You had mentioned earlier

         20  that you had statistics about certain schools, but

         21  you said you had no names.  Do you remember that,

         22  that you couldn't name the schools?

         23                 MS. LEE:  Are they regarding  -- I

         24  need more details than that.  I've said a lot of

         25  things.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  New York City

          3  schools and I asked you, can you name some schools

          4   --

          5                 MS. LEE:  Oh, right.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:   --  And you

          7  said no you couldn't name any, but Melinda Katz said

          8  if can desegregate the information concerning New

          9  York City schools, which you agreed to do.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  Right.  So, I

         11  just wanted to say, to confirm, that I think that

         12  that's very important, to be clear about that.  The

         13  other thing I just wanted to say is that it's a

         14  little bizarre that in 2006 we do a budget and we

         15  sort of bargain about different items, here, there

         16  and discretionary money here and there.  You know,

         17  when they asked you how much would it cost to do a

         18  study and you said 25, I thought you were going to

         19  say $25 million because, obviously, that's why there

         20  was no study done.  Oh, 75, I'm sorry, you said 75.

         21                 MS. LEE:  I think I  --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  60, 40,

         23  whatever it is. It's bizarre.  I'm talking for

         24  myself that I certainly would like to pitch in, you

         25  know, and I think it should be a priority for us
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          2  that in 2006, if we can't get an answer in New York

          3  City for the same information that she's providing

          4  elsewhere, it's embarrassing, to me, you know, as an

          5  elected official.  It's embarrassing.

          6                 This should be certainly, I think,

          7  should be a priority.  We should get it done quickly

          8  and hopefully if there's a budget modification, I

          9  think we should try to get it done. It's such a

         10  small amount.  You're talking about, you know,

         11  everything else that goes into the mix, whether it's

         12  housing, poverty and everything else, the education,

         13  that's where it's starting at.

         14                 If we could get the information, we

         15  should have that before the budget process, so that

         16  when we break out into delegations or when we're

         17  talking about priorities and we have a basis for

         18  this, there's nothing to negotiate.  What's there to

         19  negotiate?  You know, some of the Members have been

         20  speaking for so long about the need for this, but

         21  now that you have come, numbers, I don't think

         22  numbers lie, by the way, not in this case.

         23                 It's going to be so compelling.  So,

         24  I just would ask, you know, that I certainly would

         25  like to be a part of making sure that it's get done
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          2  before the budget for next year, so that we can have

          3  that information.  I would appreciate that very

          4  much.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Council Member

          6  Felder, my Co- Chair, Larry, and I had a discussion

          7  and obviously, you know, the analysis in Boston is

          8  one thing.  As you know, New York City has a student

          9  population of about 1.2 million students, the

         10  largest in the country.  So, whatever it is, I think

         11  that we're going to be entertaining and

         12  communicating with the Speaker about funding a

         13  study, so that we can look at that.

         14                 Some of our colleagues ask, is the

         15  Department of Education testifying here today.  The

         16  answer is no, they are not testifying today.

         17  They're not here to testify.  In fact, they were

         18  requested to testify, but they indicated that

         19  they're at a national conference in San Diego about

         20  great public schools or great city schools.  So,

         21  they are not here to testify on this very, very

         22  important issue.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER:  I just want

         24  to correct something.  I have a feeling they're in

         25  San Diego testifying about segregation there.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Well, I hope

          3  they're not. But, what it clearly sends a signal, it

          4  clearly sends a signal to me, as the Chair of the

          5  Education Committee, that either one, that this

          6  issue is too sensitive in order to send a

          7  representative, or two, they're so embarrassed by

          8  the statistics because New York City has been cited

          9  as one of the most segregated school systems in the

         10  country that they don't want to come here in order

         11  to add, I guess, fuel to flames that are already

         12  existing.

         13                 But, I think as my colleague, Larry

         14  Seabrook, said that this is going to be the jump-

         15  start of us to address this situation along with the

         16  other advocates that are here willing to testify.

         17  Council Member Felder, thank you very much.  Next,

         18  we're going to hear from Council Member David Yassky

         19  and then Council Member John Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Thank you

         21  Chair Jackson. I have a couple of questions.  One

         22  question, this kind of gets at things you said in

         23  response to a number of questions.  The question is

         24  whether school choice promotes segregation.  Did you

         25  look at that question?
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          2                 MS. LEE:  Yes.  We had written a

          3  report on charter schools about three years back,

          4  looking at school choice and found that actually

          5  they did contribute to segregation. Primarily

          6  because those who were sending their students, the

          7  children to charter schools were more advantaged

          8  than the families who were being left behind because

          9  they had access, first of all, to the information

         10  that works, they could provide transportation of the

         11  children to these charter schools, which, for the

         12  most part, did not provide public transportation.

         13  So, we found that  --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  This is in

         15  Boston, you looked or  --

         16                 MS. LEE:  No.  This nationally.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Nationally.

         18                 MS. LEE:  Yes, so on our website you

         19  will find the charter school report that looks at

         20  national trends.  So, it's sort of like this report

         21  but just focusing on charter schools.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  That was a

         23  study specifically on charter schools.

         24                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  And what
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          2  about NCLB, as Council Member Clarke was, you know,

          3  raising before there are some elements of so- called

          4  school choice that are mandated by No Child Left

          5  Behind?  Have you looked at the question, does No

          6  Child Left Behind promote segregation?

          7                 MS. LEE:  I think I mentioned earlier

          8  that Gail Sunderman, one of the researchers who

          9  worked for the project, she actually looked into

         10  that question and found specifically, as it regards

         11  to transfer programs, that it didn't provide much of

         12  a choice to students.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  I heard what

         14  you said before about that it's not a real choice

         15  and so forth and I understand that.

         16                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON YASSKY:  Did she find or

         18  have you found, does it promote segregation?

         19                 MS. LEE:  Does NCLB promote

         20  segregation?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Or if you

         22  haven't kind of looked at that question, that's

         23  fair, you could say that.

         24                 MS. LEE:  Right.  Yeah, I would defer

         25  to Gail on that question.  Yeah, she has been
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          2  looking at NCLB and she'll definitely be willing and

          3  able to answer that question far better than I can

          4  or give it justice.  She's on our website, so.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Have you

          6  looked at, have you tried to kind of control for

          7  wealth in your looking at segregation?  I mean, I

          8  read through the summary or maybe that's the whole,

          9  your paper.  For example, when you say that there's

         10  been an increase in segregation in such and such a

         11  state, do you control for wealth when you look at?

         12                 MS. LEE:  No.  We look at the racial

         13  composition of the schools first.  So, that's one of

         14  the measures we look at. So, the exposure of

         15  students to each other within a given school. So,

         16  who does the average black, Latino, white, Asian

         17  student go to school with?

         18                 The second thing we look at is

         19  percentage of students attending racially

         20  identifiable schools, such as more than 50 percent

         21  minority, more than 90 percent minority and more

         22  than 99 percent minority.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  I mean, the

         24  New York data is very stark and sad, both in terms

         25  of Latino and African American populations.  The New
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          2  York data, at least in this paper, is really not

          3  shocking, because anybody who spends any time in

          4  schools, as all of us here do, is not really

          5  surprised, much less shocked, but it's stark and

          6  it's sad.

          7                 If you did kind of economic

          8  segregation, would it be the same?  You know, if you

          9  looked at, you measure segregation by, you know,

         10  what percentage of whites are in the average school

         11  attended by an African American and Latinos, the

         12  various ways you measure it.  Then, you said, on a

         13  scale of ten, New York would be eight or nine in

         14  segregation.  Would it also be eight or nine in

         15  economic segregation?  Have you looked at data

         16  enough to have a sense of whether that's true?

         17                 MS. LEE:  We haven't looked at data

         18  just looking at, and I, I'm thinking that you're

         19  referring to the percentage of students on free and

         20  reduced lunch.  Or, are you  --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  You'd have to

         22  figure out how to do that, I mean  --

         23                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  --  I guess,

         25  right, you could similarly say, you know, what
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          2  percentage of free and reduced lunch students are in

          3  the schools attended by your average free and

          4  reduced lunch student, to make it comparable. You

          5  see what I'm saying?

          6                 MS. LEE:  Right.  I think like for

          7  the purposes of this report we did not look at that.

          8    So, looking at, sort of like what does it look

          9  like in terms  --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Right, I know

         11    --

         12                 MS. LEE:   --  Of wealth.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  --  It's not,

         14  have you  --             MS. LEE:  So  --

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  --  Has your

         16  exposure to this mountain, these mountains of data,

         17  you know, based on your exposure to these mountains

         18  of data, do you have a  --

         19                 MS. LEE:  I haven't found  --

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  --  A gut

         21  reaction to that?

         22                 MS. LEE:  My gut reaction.  There's a

         23  report actually done by three colleagues of mine,

         24  Sean Reardan,  Michal Kurlaender and John Yun.

         25  Basically, what they looked at was look at a hundred
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          2  largest school districts and they found that when

          3  they did economic integration, like if they were to

          4  simulate economic integration in these districts,

          5  they found that 89 of these districts actually are,

          6  do not have racial integration as a result of that.

          7                 So, to say that economic integration

          8  is not the same thing as racial integration, so that

          9  there will be some differences, I'm sure, between

         10  what we recorded in the data and what you're asking

         11  for.  But, unless we run the data, I wouldn't be

         12  able to talk about the differences that we would

         13  find.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Yes.  Fair

         15  enough.  My last question.  I'm wondering whether

         16  you can make progress on integration by, you know,

         17  redrawing lines or does that, or is that only a

         18  short- term answer and if, soon enough, you have

         19  resegregation based on, you know  --

         20                 MS. LEE:  Well, I think if you, I

         21  think it's a scale of those redrawing of lines,

         22  right?  So, we did a study back in 2002, looking at,

         23  comparing, sort of, different desegregation plans

         24  and which ones were the most stable.  We found that

         25  the most stable ones were actually county- wide
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          2  districts in the south that included both urban and

          3  suburban areas within their school district boundary

          4  lines and that they were the most stable.  So, yes,

          5  you could, but they would have to be much larger

          6  than the balkanized school districts that we have in

          7  the northeast and the midwest.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY:  Thank you Mr.

          9  Chair.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  You're welcome.

         11    Our last colleague before we turn to our Co-

         12  Chair, Larry Seabrook, is Council Member John Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Thank you Mr.

         14  Chairman, Mr. Chairmen, for holding this Hearing and

         15  I want to thank you for providing us with this very

         16  enlightening report.

         17                 The conclusion that, you did make a,

         18  and I apologize, I was not here at the beginning of

         19  your presentation because there were other Hearings

         20  that I had to be a part of. You concluded that the

         21  students in racially mixed schools, as opposed to

         22  segregated schools, do better.  I think you answered

         23  one of Council Member Vann's questions before that,

         24  it was because of their test scores?  I mean, what

         25  is the criteria, how do you say that the students do
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          2  better?

          3                 MS. LEE:  The citations that I cited

          4  were looking at test scores of black and Latino

          5  students.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Are these the

          7  kind of the national type tests that are

          8  administered, what kinds of tests are we talking

          9  about?

         10                 MS. LEE:  I, I think there were a

         11  combination of both national administered tests,

         12  sort of like, say, tests like NAEP and tests

         13  administered by the state.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Okay.  So, are

         15  these tests generally known to be void of biases?

         16  Or is that still potentially a weakness in these

         17  tests?

         18                 MS. LEE:  Regarding the achievement

         19  data and depending on who you ask, the research on

         20  that is mixed.  It's not a solid, sort of written in

         21  stone that, you know, integration will automatically

         22  increase or improve achievement of minority

         23  students.

         24                 The achievement and the improvements

         25  that we see are very specific to sort of like their
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          2  circumstances and to the places that we looked at.

          3  But, in terms of bias, I think in most of the cases

          4  they looked at, the students are taking the same

          5  tests before and after sort of the district was

          6  integrated or segregated.  So, the bias that would

          7  be inherent the test would be also inherent in the

          8  test afterwards.  Do you know what I'm saying?  So

          9   --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Yes.

         11                 MS. LEE:  --  It wouldn't be like an

         12  extraneous bias that's imposed by say segregation.

         13  I don't know if that answered your question or  --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  No, no  --

         15                 MS. LEE:  --  If that's what you're

         16  asking for.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  --  That does.

         18  I mean, if the exam is biased before then, and I

         19  suppose it's still biased after, I mean is that what

         20  happens though?

         21                 MS. LEE:  I'm not sure what you mean

         22  by  --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Is your  --

         24                 MS. LEE:  --  Bias, though.  Like,

         25  when you say bias, what are you thinking about?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Before, you

          3  stated that racially integrated, students in

          4  racially integrated schools perform better than

          5  students in segregated schools.

          6                 MS. LEE:  Right.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  I was not aware

          8  that the assessment was conducted, you looked at

          9  before the school became integrated?

         10                 MS. LEE:  I didn't conduct the

         11  analysis  --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Right.

         13                 MS. LEE:  --  It's basically

         14  researchers who looked at places like Georgia or

         15  North Carolina, where they looked at achievement of

         16  students before the district was segregated,

         17  resegregated and then after.  Then found that, you

         18  know, there was definitely a drop in improvement for

         19  certain groups of students.  So, not for all

         20  students, but for certain groups of students, they

         21  found that it affected their achievement.

         22                 But, like I said, overall, it's not

         23  generalizable. You can't say that integration, you

         24  know, improves the achievement of students

         25  automatically.  It's just not generalizable.  You
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          2  have to, the research on that, it's still sort of

          3  out.  The jury's still out on that.  So, you have to

          4  look at it, sort of look at specific pieces and what

          5  state they're looking at, which districts they're

          6  looking at, circumstances surrounding that.  So,

          7  I'll be just very cautious about saying it as a

          8  blanket statement.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Yes.  Well,

         10  because, we rely on the test scores so much as the

         11  barometer of student achievement  --

         12                 MS. LEE:  Right, right.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Then, of course,

         14  here in New York City, we have an emerging

         15  phenomenon where test scores sometimes lead to,

         16  apparently, ostensibly to more segregation.  I think

         17  we have that kind of issue with regard to some of

         18  our schools in New York that require examinations

         19  for admissions.

         20                 MS. LEE:  Right.  I mean, what we

         21  found is that there's a danger of two things, right,

         22  I mean, at least two things.  One is retention of

         23  students in grades and one is the pushing out of

         24  students because of the high stakes testing.  We

         25  found that in Boston, when we did our study there,
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          2  where you have what's essentially is a ninth grade

          3  bulge.  Students are held back from tenth grade,

          4  because they're tested in tenth grade or they're

          5  pushed out of the system all together.  That's

          6  covered in our dropout report that I mentioned  --

          7  excuse me  --  earlier.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Yes, I mean, see

          9  that, I'm having some real difficulty trying to

         10  reconcile that.  On the one hand, we're saying that

         11  students test better in racially integrated schools

         12   --

         13                 MS. LEE:  No, that's  --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Well, we're

         15  saying that students achieve better, achieve more in

         16  racially integrated schools, but we're saying that

         17  we're measuring student achievement through the use

         18  of exams.  So, I think a more direct statement is

         19  students seem to test better in racially integrated

         20  schools.

         21                 MS. LEE:  No.  I actually would not

         22  agree with either of those statements.  Like I said

         23  earlier, you can't make a blanket statement like

         24  that.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Okay.
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          2                 MS. LEE:  I'd be very careful  --

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  And I would hate

          4  to have to make that blanket statement.  But, that's

          5    --

          6                 MS. LEE:  No, because there is not

          7  supported by research and you should be very careful

          8  about that.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Okay.  No, but

         10  that's what I'm saying, what you, didn't you, I

         11  don't want to sound personal, I'm just not

         12  communicating well today.  Is  --

         13                 MS. LEE:  Maybe it's me.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  --  Didn't we

         15  say, didn't, I heard earlier that students in

         16  racially mixed schools achieve more.

         17                 MS. LEE:  I think when I said that

         18  statement earlier, I  --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Or do better.

         20                 MS. LEE:  --  Actually was very

         21  careful to limit it to saying certain groups of

         22  students and in certain states and, you know, like

         23  research has shown that just overall.  It's not a

         24  blanket statement that applies all groups of

         25  students  --
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Oh, okay.

          3                 MS. LEE:  --  All over the country.

          4  That's the point that if I didn't make clear

          5  earlier, I'd like to make clear now.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Actually, I

          7  would have loved to say that.  I would have loved to

          8  be able to leave this Hearing with that statement in

          9  my head, saying that, hey, students in racially

         10  integrated schools do better.  But, now you're

         11  saying that that's not a statement I can leave this

         12  Hearing with.

         13                 MS. LEE:  No, I mean, I would love to

         14  say that too.  But, the research is not there to

         15  support that.  So, very specific circumstances and

         16  only for certain groups of people.

         17                 For every research, for every report

         18  that says that, you know, students do improve their

         19  scores, there's another report that says, no, they

         20  don't, actually there's no difference that you can

         21  see.  But, I think that you wanted to somehow also

         22  make a statement about the NCLB and scores.  That's

         23  where I feel like you were going.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Well, in this

         25  case, it's not necessarily NCLB.  There are some
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          2  schools that we have in New York City that they're

          3  voluntary  --

          4                 MS. LEE:  Right.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  --  In terms of

          6  people who want to go to them or not, but in order

          7  to get into these schools, they have to take an

          8  extremely high stakes exam.  A one shot deal.  You

          9  either get in or you don't.

         10                 MS. LEE:  Right.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  That has been

         12  said by some people to increase segregation at those

         13  particular schools.

         14                 MS. LEE:  Right, I mean  --

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  And I was having

         16  trouble reconciling that with what I thought was a

         17  statement, but I misunderstood.

         18                 MS. LEE:  Right.  Maybe it's because

         19  I wasn't clear.  I mean, in Boston, we have schools

         20  like that.  We call them exam schools.  So, in

         21  Boston itself, we have Boston Latin and  --

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  So, in Boston,

         23  the exam schools, have they led to  --

         24                 MS. LEE:  No.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  --  More
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          2  segregation or  --

          3                 MS. LEE:  Yes, so within  --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  --  More  --

          5                 MS. LEE: --  The  --

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: --  Of a mix?

          7                 MS. LEE:  Within the Boston exam

          8  schools, they're predominantly white.  There's a

          9  much larger proportion of white students than you

         10  would expect given the racial composition of Boston,

         11  which is about 85 percent minority, same as here.

         12  Those exam schools are as segregated as the other

         13  schools within the system in terms of the fact that

         14  they actually over- enroll, say, white students and

         15  Asian students than black and Latino students.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Okay.  All

         17  right, then just one other question.  I have two

         18  other questions, but I'll do one and if we have

         19  time.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Has there been

         22  any analysis of segregation within school?

         23                 MS. LEE:  Tracking.  Is that what

         24  you're talking about?  Sort of like the fact that,

         25  you know, black and Latino students are tracked, not
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          2  into like  --

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  I'm just talking

          4  about when you walk into a cafeteria, a school

          5  cafeteria  --

          6                 MS. LEE:  Right and  --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  --  You can see

          8  sections.

          9                 MS. LEE:  Right.  There has been

         10  research.  We haven't done that research.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU:  Okay.  All

         12  right, okay, great.  Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

         14  We're going to hear from Council Member Darlene

         15  Mealy of Brooklyn and then we're going to turn to

         16  Council Member Larry Seabrook, the Co- Chair.  I

         17  appreciate you patience in this, Mr. Chair.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  Good

         19  afternoon.  It's been an eye opening here.  Have

         20  private schools become a large basis for

         21  segregation?

         22                 MS. LEE:  I'm sorry, can you repeat

         23  the question?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  Have private

         25  schools become a large bastion for segregation?
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          2  Like they can hide under and you would not know that

          3  it's really segregated?

          4                 MS. LEE:  Actually, there, we've done

          5  a report on private schools.  They are, actually,

          6  very segregated, as segregated, if not more, than

          7  public schools.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  So, with a lot

          9  of white students moving into private schools, are

         10  they prepared to be in a multicultural world, you

         11  can say, just hypothetically?

         12                 MS. LEE:  Are the students in the

         13  private schools that are attending predominantly,

         14  overwhelming white schools?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  Yes.

         16                 MS. LEE:  No.  I would argue they're

         17  not.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  That's right.

         19  You said that in one of your statements.  So, how

         20  could we raise awareness and the importance of

         21  interaction with different institutions that

         22  normally is inherently closed, you can say?  Like,

         23  just for one religion, they would predominantly just

         24  teach them that.  How can we bring a better

         25  awareness to schools in that regard, to change
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          2  segregation and change, to bring awareness, period?

          3                 MS. LEE:  How can we bring more

          4  awareness for need of more integrated schools?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  And social

          6  interaction in these institutions?

          7                 MS. LEE:  I would say to take a stand

          8  for integrated schools and be advocating for intra-

          9  district remedies, such as magnet schools that I

         10  mentioned earlier or intra- district transfers and

         11  formenting (phonetic) policies and enacting policies

         12  that would make those possible.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  Okay.  How

         14  does the CFE fit into this equation?

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  The Campaign

         16  for Fiscal Equity lawsuit in New York City  --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  I'm sorry.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  Which is

         19  bringing billions of dollars to New York City.  So,

         20  how does that fit into the equation, she wants to

         21  know?

         22                 MS. LEE:  I'm sorry, how does  --

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  If we do get

         24  the funding, will it alleviate some of the problems,

         25  will it be money going towards  --
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Would money

          3  make a difference?  Because, we're getting, in the

          4  CFE lawsuit, we've already gotten, over the next

          5  five years, $11.2 billion in capital money and we're

          6  after $14 billion in operating money over the next

          7  five years in which we're waiting for a Court of

          8  Appeals decision.  So, assuming that operating money

          9  comes down, the influx of money over the next five

         10  years in New York City will be into the tune of $25

         11  billion.  Would that make a difference? That's what

         12  she's asking you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  Do we have to

         14  have a separate lawsuit to just deal with this

         15  problem?

         16                 MS. LEE:  That's not covered in the

         17  report, but I will give my personal opinion on this,

         18  is that it will make a difference if it's

         19  efficiently and effectively used in schools.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  If it's

         21  efficiently and effectively used, it would make a

         22  difference?

         23                 MS. LEE:  Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  Okay.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  It will.  Is
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          2  that correct?

          3                 MS. LEE:  Yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Okay.  Only if,

          5  okay.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY:  Okay.  I'm

          7  just saying school segregation is still an important

          8  issue.  New York City public schools are still not

          9  equal in opportunity and excellence and with the

         10  Supreme Court moving away from the importance of

         11  mandate of Brown, it is more important for us to

         12  stay diligent and strive to keep this out of

         13  schools.  I just want to make that statement.  So,

         14  thank you for this opportunity.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.  My

         16  colleague, Co- Chair, Larry Seabrook, and then I

         17  think we're going to move to the next witness.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Yes.  I think

         19  there's a couple of things that perhaps Councilman

         20  Vann and others had asked the questions in reference

         21  to the sense of equality in terms of monies and

         22  everything else.  I think, and I had the opportunity

         23  to again read Brown v. Board of Education last

         24  night.

         25                 In the holding of the court, the
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          2  Warren Court said that the factor in which swayed

          3  the court was on the basis of segregation in a

          4  segregated school system leave a psychological

          5  effect that will be passed on from generations to

          6  generations.

          7                 So, what is being said is, is that

          8  when you have a segregated system, and it will never

          9  be separate and equal even though and even if we

         10  did, it would create not that the testing is the

         11  sole criteria in terms of the valuation of success,

         12  but it's the ability and interaction and the

         13  socialization of one within a society.  Because, I

         14  think that what we need to look at and that's why

         15  the study is so important in New York, 75 percent of

         16  the kids who are classified as white in the City of

         17  New York only attend school in 18 percent of the

         18  school districts in the whole entire City of New

         19  York.

         20                 So, you have packing and stacking of

         21  white kids in school districts so that test scores

         22  will always be high, because no matter what in terms

         23  of the percentages of what you're looking at,

         24  because they're only going to school in a very small

         25  18 percent of the whole entire school districts in
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          2  the City of New York.  So, white kids who fail in

          3  predominantly white schools, their numbers will be

          4  always be lower than those who will be in the

          5  schools where the majority is minority, because

          6  they're only attending in a smaller setting.  So,

          7  there will never be a case of a white school

          8  failing, because it's impossible if you look at the

          9  dynamics of the numbers.

         10                 I think that that's where we're

         11  getting caught in looking at test scores and other

         12  things when these kids are packed in only 18 percent

         13  of the school district.  That's why it's so

         14  important that we understand it.  So, failure

         15  becomes synonymous with black.  So, it becomes

         16  almost as an oxymoron on the basis of looking and

         17  saying that these kids are in these schools.  That's

         18  why we just can't measure things with test scores,

         19  because that's not the purpose of how we look and

         20  the study is very clear of what is the purpose of

         21  allowing segregation.

         22                 Dollars alone will not solve the

         23  problem, but there has to be an opportunity to talk

         24  about how we begin to integrate the society.  I

         25  might be the only one around this table who attended
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          2  a segregated by law school and when segregation was

          3  a part of America's society.  So, we need to

          4  understand, and it was de facto segregation today du

          5  jour when I was in school.  So, I understand that

          6  and understand the importance of what Brown actually

          7  meant.

          8                 So, when we look at those things,

          9  that's why it's so important for us to take the time

         10  to spend the monies on a study in New York, because

         11  that's where these kids are, they're not going all

         12  over the place.  It's a small segment of where white

         13  kids go to school and in the predominance.  That's

         14  what we have to begin to take a look at and,

         15  hopefully, I am so glad that you are here to do that

         16  and hopefully we will begin to look at it, so that

         17  we will have a clear understanding, because, at some

         18  point, it will be as if it so overwhelming and that

         19  we don't understand it.  It is race.  It is race.

         20                 There are formulas that have been put

         21  out there, that talk about it, but when we have a

         22  political agenda to drive the formulas away  --

         23  bussing is real.  We still bus more kids in the City

         24  of New York than we've bussed ever before.  If you

         25  don't believe that bussing is a part of achievement,
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          2  go stand in front of Horace Mann and all those

          3  schools and see those buses that even come from New

          4  Jersey that bring people into schools. So, it has

          5  never been the buses, it's been us.  So, we need to

          6  understand.  That's what we have to begin to look

          7  at, so that we'll understand this whole system.  It

          8  is race.  That's the reason and no one wants to

          9  tackle it.

         10                 The only way it will be tackled is

         11  I've got to appear and Bob Jackson stood beside me

         12  and we said that we want schools that we don't want

         13  no white kids coming in and we don't want no white

         14  kids being involved, we don't want no white

         15  teachers.  They would call us racist and say

         16  everything else. But, guess what? It happens in the

         17  City of New York and Bob or I never called for it.

         18                 So, that's the reason this is on the

         19  basis of a moral imperative that we have to begin to

         20  address this because diversity is not a program.

         21  That's a way of life in America. That's what it's

         22  going to look like and we have to develop people to

         23  live in that world.  So, that's why it's, money is

         24  one thing, but money is way off the beaten path.

         25  Money is real, but so is the illusion of race as a

                                                            108

          1  COMMITTEES ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDUCATION

          2  power factor in this.  Than you Mr. Chair.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Well, Ms. Lee,

          4  we want to thank you for coming in and being patient

          5  and, yes.

          6                 MS. LEE:  Can I make a statement?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  I'm sorry.

          8  Sure.

          9                 MS. LEE:  So, one last concluding

         10  statement I'd like to make, unless there are other

         11  questions.  Going back to my earlier statement,

         12  saying that the money will make a difference if it's

         13  used effectively and efficiently.  It is also a

         14  reminder that separate is still unequal in our

         15  society and that we should remember that and not

         16  pretend it's otherwise.  Thanks.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Well, good, I,

         18  we appreciate all of your testimony and insight

         19  today.  Obviously, by the questions of myself and my

         20  colleagues, you have started us in the direction

         21  that we should have gone a long time ago.  We will

         22  be entertaining and discussing with you the

         23  possibility of The Civil Rights Project at Harvard

         24  University in pursuing possibly a study here in New

         25  York City.  I know that we have other institutions,
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          2  so it may be in collaboration with other

          3  institutions in or around New York City.  So, thank

          4  you for coming and we appreciate everything that you

          5  have brought to us today.

          6                 MS. LEE:  Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.  We

          8  had, our next speaker was Hazel N. Dukes, who is the

          9  President of the New York State Conference of the

         10  NAACP.  She could not stay, so she has asked that

         11  her statement be read.  So, we're going to ask,

         12  Larry, your Special Assistant Chief of Staff to read

         13  the statement of NAACP Statewide President Hazel

         14  Dukes.

         15                 MR. BECKER:  Good afternoon Chairman

         16  Jackson and Chairman Seabrook.  With the, both

         17  Chairmen's concurrence, what I would like to do is

         18  the sections of Ms. Duke's report that reiterates

         19  the various statistics of the report, I would like

         20  to not read that particular portion.  Very good.

         21                 Good afternoon, my name is Hazel N.

         22  Dukes.  As was indicated earlier, Ms. Dukes is the

         23  President of the NAACP New York State Conference,

         24  with 15 branches throughout the five boroughs of New

         25  York City.  Thank you for the invitation to join
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          2  you, the Chairmen and Committee Members of the

          3  Council as we address the age old cotillion problem

          4  of resegregation of the New York City schools and

          5  The Civil Rights Project at Harvard University

          6  entitled Racial Transformation and the Changing

          7  Nature of Segregation.

          8                 Fifties years after the landmark

          9  Supreme Court decision in Brown v. The Board of

         10  Education, more than 80 percent of the African

         11  American children attend schools that are 90 percent

         12  or more all black.  The Brown decision found that

         13  racially segregated schools provided inferior

         14  education to African American children.  Such

         15  schools were and still are overcrowded, have fewer

         16  qualified teachers, insufficient supplies, outdated

         17  text books and dilapidated infrastructures. The

         18  student in the pre- Brown segregated schools for

         19  blacks did not perform competitively with their

         20  counterparts.

         21                 Today, in the New York City schools,

         22  the same sad statistics apply.  African American

         23  students and others of color make up over 80 percent

         24  of the student population.  With few exceptions,

         25  these schools have limited education, resources,
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          2  inferior infrastructures, poor standardized test

          3  scores, fewer subject- certified teachers and more

          4  overall academic failure along with serious

          5  disciplinary problems.

          6                 Inadequate and greatly insufficient

          7  education dollars are one of the causes.  Even

          8  through, even though after 15 years of litigation,

          9  the plaintiffs won the Campaign for Fiscal Equity,

         10  lawsuits with New York's highest court, determined

         11  that the City's schools have been cheated out of

         12  their fair share of the state's education dollars.

         13  To date, the Governor and the legislature have not

         14  provided the funding ordered by that court.

         15                 In addition to the disparate

         16  treatment in education funding, many other

         17  communities in which African Americans attend school

         18  are also in disparate shape.  Substandard and

         19  overcrowded housing, higher crime rates, inadequate

         20  health care and absence of safe and wholesome after

         21  school or other supervised recreation, role models

         22  of successful and positive images from the

         23  communities are all but non- existent.

         24                 Too many of their communities are

         25  truly places where hope unborn has died.  Our pre-
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          2  emancipation history repeats itself.  Slave owners

          3  knew that education was the key to freedom. So, it

          4  was a crime punishable by death to teach a slave to

          5  read. Modern day enslavement of our communities is

          6  perpetuated by not providing a quality,

          7  comprehensive equal education to our children, thus,

          8  continuing the cycle of poverty of mind, body and

          9  spirit.

         10                 I would challenge those who find

         11  superficial differences in the segregation of New

         12  York City schools.  There is no substantive,

         13  measurable gain for African American students in

         14  comparison to other students, whether Hispanic,

         15  Asian or white students, without fair, adequate and

         16  equitable funding and qualified subject- certified

         17  teachers in attractive well- resourced schools.

         18                 There is little likelihood that

         19  African American students will perform up to their

         20  potential.  Our students bear the burden of living

         21  in neighborhoods that offer little in the way of

         22  safe, wholesome, attractive homes.  Until we address

         23  the myriad of challenges that face our communities

         24  of color, New York City schools and our communities

         25  will remain segregated and will continue to fall
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          2  short in preparing our children to reach their full

          3  potential.

          4                 The NAACP is deeply concerned about

          5  the implications of this report because we know that

          6  concentrated poverty levels are profoundly related

          7  to educational inequities and lower educational

          8  achievement.  We also know that schools in high

          9  poverty concentrations have lower average test

         10  scores, fewer advanced courses, fewer credentialized

         11  teachers, inferior courses and fewer graduates going

         12  to college.

         13                 The NAACP believes, therefore, that

         14  the following actions should be taken immediately:

         15                 One.  Federal, state and local

         16  educational agencies and those charged with

         17  monitoring desegregation orders should examine the

         18  effects of segregated schools and push for specific

         19  definitions of educational equality and good faith

         20  compliance by school districts.  Independent experts

         21  should evaluate these notions of equality, framed in

         22  terms of real opportunities provided to minority

         23  children and actual consequences for learning.

         24                 Two.  Federal, state and local

         25  educational agencies should give magnet schools
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          2  priority over charter schools in implementing choice

          3  plans, since magnet schools often incorporate basic

          4  equity provisions, including desegregation goals,

          5  free transportation, public information, a silent by

          6  lottery, rather than first come first serve, and

          7  other provisions.

          8                 Every effort should be made to

          9  include as many of these provisions as possible in

         10  charter school policies and regulations.  In all

         11  circumstances, however, officials must ensure that a

         12  school which is racially diverse, as a whole, is not

         13  resegregated by classroom within its walls.

         14                 Thirdly, since unitary status rulings

         15  by federal courts eliminate the leverage of minority

         16  communities to remedy the entire history of

         17  discrimination in a locality, school boards should

         18  not seek unitary status when the minority community

         19  objects.  Additionally, states and districts should

         20  fight lawsuits filed by private parties that would

         21  undo the achievements of prior desegregation orders

         22  or settlements.

         23                 Lastly, federal, state and local

         24  educational agencies must recognize the critical

         25  link between housing segregation and school
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          2  segregation and include segregation in the housing

          3  market as part of the debate on education reform.

          4  To this end, fair housing groups should be involved

          5  in discussions around educational reform.

          6                 Thank you and on behalf of Ms. Dukes,

          7  the statement has been read.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.  I

          9  think that obviously the testimony was well prepared

         10  and I am so happy that she asked you to read it on

         11  her behalf, rather than just submitting it as part

         12  of the record, because it needed to be heard.  Thank

         13  you very much.  I'm sorry, go ahead, Council Member

         14  Melinda Katz of Queens.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Just a very

         16  quick question and you may not have, you probably

         17  don't have this now, but can you guys, does the

         18  NAACP have studies on segregation of housing issues?

         19    You must have some sort of City- wide analysis on

         20  that relative to the segregation of the school

         21  system.

         22                 MR. BECKER:  I know that the NAACP

         23  has nationwide studies.  What I will do is

         24  coordinate with the NAACP regional office to find

         25  out if the state conference has done such a study
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          2  and if so, I will communicate that back to the

          3  appropriate Counsels for both the Education

          4  Committee and the Civil Rights Committee.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  That would be

          6  great.  I'd appreciate that.  I mean, Chairman, like

          7  what we were talking before and I think that the

          8  housing is really one of the key issues.  Unlike,

          9  you know, 50 or 60 years ago, when, you know, we

         10  could be living next door to each other.  I could be

         11  living next to Yvette Clarke's family and may go to

         12  separate schools.

         13                 It's a different situation now, which

         14  is that in our neighborhood the locally zoned

         15  schools reflect the community in which the school

         16  sits.  I think I've spoken to you both separately

         17  about, you know, my main concern with segregation is

         18  that from what I see, is that what's happening is

         19  underperforming schools are sending a lot of kids

         20  out to other districts.  Then, who's taking care of

         21  those kids that are staying in those underperforming

         22  areas?

         23                 So, that's something if we do the

         24  study that we're talking about, I think it really

         25  has to take into account the residency and how we're
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          2  going to deal with that issue.  So, I'd love to see

          3  the numbers that the NAACP has.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  We're getting

          5  ready and gearing up.  I have been speaking to Leroy

          6  Comrie about it, as it relates to this whole issue

          7  of housing, segregated neighborhoods and et cetera.

          8  So, he's, we're working to put something, a Hearing

          9  around that issue.  I'll try and provide you with

         10  that information that you asked in reference to New

         11  York City with housing.

         12                 MR. BECKER:  Chairman Jackson, I

         13  neglected to introduce myself, I'm sorry, for the

         14  record.  Cleveland E. Becker, Junior, Director of

         15  Operations for Councilman Larry Seabrook.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you very

         17  much and we appreciate you reading the testimony on

         18  behalf of Hazel Dukes, President of the New York

         19  State Conference of the NAACP.  Next, we'll hear

         20  from John Flateau, Dr. John Flateau, the Professor

         21  in Public Administration and Senior Fellow at the

         22  DuBois Bunche Center for Economic and Public Policy

         23  at Medgar Evers College. Please come forward Dr.

         24  Flateau.

         25                 DR. FLATEAU:  To Council Member
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          2  Seabrook, Chairperson of the Civil Rights Committee,

          3  Council Member Jackson, Chair of the Education

          4  Committee and other distinguished Council Members,

          5  first I commend you for courageously providing this

          6  forum to discuss the critical issues of race and

          7  academic achievement in New York City.  Thank you

          8  for this opportunity to testify.

          9                 I have several vantage points as a

         10  participant observer of New York City's educational

         11  and other systems since the 1960's to bring to bear

         12  on today's discussions.  I have been a teacher and

         13  administrator in community education programs, as

         14  well as at college and university levels.  I'm a

         15  parent whose children have graduated from New York

         16  City public schools.  I was appointed by Chancellor

         17  Cortines to chair a Trustee Board of Bed Stuy School

         18  District in receivership because of such terrible

         19  academic performance in the nineties.

         20                 I've served on other Chancellor's

         21  advisory boards. I was appointed by two previous

         22  Board of Education Presidents to serve on a body

         23  known as the Redistricting Advisory Study Group.

         24  Many people may not realize, but New York City

         25  school districts have never been redrawn or only
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          2  once in almost 50 years.  That is one of the

          3  solutions I want to propose as we move forward.  And

          4  have background in race and demographics and ethnic

          5  information and research.

          6                 I recently served as chair of the

          7  U.S. Census Advisory Committee on the African

          8  American Population and I work at a Census

          9  Information Center at Medgar Evers College.  I've

         10  worked on revoting rights and redistricting matters

         11  for a number of decades and recently served on the

         12  City Districting Commission that drew the City

         13  Council lines here.

         14                 Presently, I'm the chair of a charter

         15  school board, Achievement First Endeavor, serving

         16  kids in Bed- Stuy, Crown Heights and Fort Greene.

         17  I'm a member of the NAACP and was recently elected

         18  to the Board of the Citizens Union.  I only mention

         19  these affiliations for background purposes.  I'm not

         20  here speaking for anyone but myself.

         21                 I've read the excellent Orfield and

         22  Lee study by Harvard University Civil Rights Project

         23  and I'm sure others have commented on it.  I've

         24  heard comment on it at length, so in the interest of

         25  brevity, I'm going to zero in on recommendations
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          2  that I think you should consider.

          3                 I've heard this first one, number

          4  one, replicate the Harvard Study focusing on New

          5  York City schools with comparative analysis for

          6  other school systems, such as possibly Chicago,

          7  L.A., and other multiracial school systems around

          8  the country, so that we can greater  --  it was a

          9  national study, there was not a lot said about the

         10  internal dynamics of the New York City school system

         11  and what is and isn't happening here. So, I think

         12  that study is necessary and I heard others, I think,

         13  recommend that.

         14                 I would also recommend for your

         15  consideration that Medgar Evers College, when you

         16  mentioned research team, that you consider us.

         17  Actually, we were contracted by the City Council to

         18  manage your MWBE disparity study.  We have a

         19  nationally accredited school of education and

         20  research centers at Medgar and we would jump at the

         21  opportunity to be a part of the team that does this

         22  research on the New York City school system.

         23                 Number two.  Given its current

         24  abysmal state of racial segregation and a wide

         25  minority achievement gap, the civil rights advocacy
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          2  community and good government groups should move to

          3  place New York City under a federal court

          4  desegregation order. I heard the issue sort of

          5  lightly touched on, but I think that would give New

          6  York City the impetus to really grapple with this

          7  issue in short order.

          8                 Three.  Expand the charter school's

          9  cap to provide greater diversity of educational

         10  options and academic success models, with mandatory

         11  set- asides for kids from segregated and failing

         12  schools to have access to that educational option.

         13                 Greater information and support for

         14  parents regarding the No Child Left Behind transfer

         15  option, where their kids are in segregated and

         16  failing schools.  Parents are not availing

         17  themselves of that option.  Greater parental

         18  involvement in the schools, more appropriately

         19  certified teachers in the classrooms, particularly

         20  in failing schools, smaller class size, cultural

         21  sensitive curricula and pedagogy, principals who are

         22  true school leaders, student centered education and

         23  support systems and minimal invasive bureaucratic

         24  input.  These are some of the ingredients for

         25  academic success that can be moved on already.
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          2                 Number five.  Re- imagine and re-

          3  engineer school zoning and school districting

          4  boundaries and requirements to help end educational

          5  apartheid and better facilitate racial, ethnic,

          6  class and academic integration in New York City,

          7  which according to several studies, is America's

          8  capital of racial segregation.

          9                 Redefine local school zoning

         10  requirements to give parents and kids greater

         11  options to attend schools beyond their own poverty-

         12  driven neighborhoods.

         13                 Seven.  Re- imagine and re- engineer

         14  pupil transportation systems and requirements to

         15  facilitate greater racial and ethnic diversity in

         16  the schools and to provide greater transportation

         17  access by low achieving students and neighborhoods

         18  to, into better performing, more diverse schools.

         19                 Eight.  Consider the possibility of

         20  co- terminality of school districts and school zones

         21  to match federal, state and city legislative

         22  district boundaries, which might encourage elected

         23  officials to take greater ownership for pupil

         24  performance in their local schools.

         25                 Nine.  Several studies have shown a
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          2  high correlation between residential segregation,

          3  educational segregation and minority student

          4  achievement gaps.  Housing policies must be an

          5  integral part of the solution.  Re- design of low,

          6  moderate, middle income and affordable housing

          7  programs to produce greater racial, ethnic and class

          8  integration with those diverse residential

          9  populations linked to targeted schools and other

         10  approaches should be explored.

         11                 Finally, positioning at the highest

         12  levels, high quality educational policy makers of

         13  African, Latino, Asian and European descent who are

         14  culturally competent and highly committed to

         15  bringing about the necessary systemic, structural

         16  policy and programmatic change to dismantle

         17  educational apartheid and to bring about equal

         18  educational opportunity for all New Yorkers.

         19                 Thank you again for this opportunity

         20  to testify. In this world class City called New

         21  York, our nation's largest City that is now 65

         22  percent black, Latino and Asian, I commend the City

         23  Council for your leadership on these critical issues

         24  of race and education, which are defining the

         25  fundamental nature of New York City's future, our
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          2  society, our economy and our urban democracy.  Thank

          3  you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Thank you very

          5  much Dr. Flateau.  It's certainly important in terms

          6  of your testimony and also the willingness in terms

          7  of participation with Medgar Evers within the study.

          8    I think that would bring a tremendous amount of

          9  diversity to the study with Harvard and Medgar

         10  Evers.  A tremendous nexus that would be there

         11  because Medgar Evers was certainly about how best to

         12  eliminate a segregated society in the school system

         13  within.

         14                 One other question that I ask, are

         15  there any other school districts that you are

         16  familiar with that have actually taken on a federal

         17  lawsuit to bring about a, I guess a federal

         18  receivership in terms of dealing with a

         19  desegregation plan that would be forced on that

         20  district by the courts?

         21                 DR. FLATEAU:  Well, let me answer it

         22  this way, the receiverships were actually imposed by

         23  the New York City Board of Education and the

         24  Chancellor of the City of New York.  My

         25  understanding is that normally you need an outside
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          2  advocate to bring that issue to court.  That's why I

          3  mentioned the civil rights advocacy organizations.

          4  You heard the testimony of one of your major

          5  organizations that does that nationally is the

          6  NAACP. Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education

          7  Fund, I know has taken similar actions.  So,

          8  normally, it's a non- governmental body that goes

          9  into federal court and brings about that process.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Just one other

         11  question as it relates, I think the last drawing of

         12  school district lines was probably in 1968 or  '65

         13  and with the new set up and the arrangement that now

         14  the jurisdiction is taken away and you have this

         15  school district that's under the Department of

         16  Education and under mayoral control, what is the

         17  criteria for having the re drawing of school

         18  district lines?  Is that still a part of the Justice

         19  Department's responsibility as it relates to the

         20  Voters' Rights Act to have these lines drawn?

         21                 DR. FLATEAU:  I think that matter is

         22  certainly still in their purview.  It's imbedded,

         23  actually, in state education law.  I think that's an

         24  issue, you're right, now that the formal authority

         25  and responsibility for running the school system has

                                                            126

          1  COMMITTEES ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDUCATION

          2  shifted from an independent board to mayoral

          3  control, that's an issue that the City Council may

          4  want to look into and even possibly collaborate with

          5  state legislature on that question.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  Thank you very

          7  much Dr. Flateau.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Dr. Flateau, in

          9  listening to your testimony and also listening to

         10  the prior testimony of Hazel Dukes, NAACP, it seems

         11  as though you are collaborated with testimony

         12  because  --

         13                 DR. FLATEAU:  Absolutely not.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  It almost

         15  mirrors exactly what was said and I'm sure that, I

         16  knew the answer was absolutely not.  But, what it

         17  shows is that the same conclusions that you have

         18  reached and the same conclusions as Hazel Dukes, the

         19  President of the New York State NAACP and other

         20  advocates are coming to the same conclusions because

         21  that's really what the reality is and what's going

         22  to be necessary in order for us to move to where,

         23  move away from a segregated school system.

         24                 Can you comment on the fact that Ms.

         25  Lee from Harvard University, The Civil Rights
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          2  Project, had mentioned two points.  She said, one,

          3  that charter schools and vouchers did not --  I'm

          4  summarizing this  --  did not lend to the type of

          5  desegregation of the school systems that we're

          6  trying to achieve. In essence, what, I guess their

          7  experience or whatever reports they have put

          8  forward, is that it tends to continue segregated

          9  situations.

         10                 Knowing that you're, I think point

         11  number four, you mentioned as an option, to, I'm

         12  sorry, point number three, to expand the charter

         13  school caps to provide greater diversity of

         14  educational options and academic success models.

         15  Can you comment on that?

         16                 DR. FLATEAU:  Yes.  The legislature

         17  needs to multitask.  New York City needs to

         18  multitask and one of the mistakes we can make is to

         19  get stuck in this box, this little box about race

         20  and fix and focus too much time and attention on

         21  trying to resolve a 400 year- old problem in America

         22  overnight.

         23                 So, I'm at the stage where I feel

         24  we've got to multitask.  While we're working on this

         25  issue, this question of race and desegregation and
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          2  integration, we must simultaneously move  --  I come

          3  from Central Brooklyn, there are a million people of

          4  African descent in Central Brooklyn.  We're not

          5  about to desegregate ourselves, you know, any time

          6  soon.  Meanwhile, we have failing public schools

          7  throughout our neighborhoods.  So, we need academic

          8  success models on the ground, in the middle of our,

          9  our segregated communities right now.

         10                 I'm, I've personally experienced,

         11  that's why I laid that out.  I've had a lot of

         12  experience with the public school system, right down

         13  from negotiating my own children through that system

         14  successfully.  But, I'm an exception, not the rule,

         15  to dealing with that same system systemically.

         16  Okay, I mentioned going into receivership.  The

         17  entire school board was removed and five private

         18  citizens were hand- picked to run a school system in

         19  the middle of Central Brooklyn.

         20                 We don't have time to put the issue

         21  of academic excellence and success to the side while

         22  we figure out, you know, what to do about race and

         23  ethnicity in America.  So, I'm I don't want to, I'm

         24  not going to respond in that little box.  So, you

         25  got my answer to the question.

                                                            129

          1  COMMITTEES ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDUCATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  No, and I, let

          3  me tell you, I appreciate the answer because, you

          4  know, clearly this problem of segregation in our

          5  schools, you know, it could still be around, we

          6  still could be addressing that ten, 20 years from

          7  now and then whole generations have still, have

          8  been, you know, segregated and uneducated.

          9                 DR. FLATEAU:  Right.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Yeah, so, I

         11  appreciate it. I just wanted to hear your response

         12  to that in the context of where you're coming from

         13  and the context of, as you indicated, you know, the

         14  Central Brooklyn area and the context of all of the

         15  leadership roles that you have played involving not

         16  only education, but redistricting and the diversity

         17  study and all of the things that you've been

         18  involved.  So, I appreciate that.

         19                 Dr. Flateau, let me just thank you

         20  for coming in and giving testimony on this very

         21  important issue.  We look forward to working with

         22  you.  I see that one of the points that you made in

         23  the beginning, it seems as though that, you know,

         24  you had a printer and printed it out as soon as you

         25  were ready to come up with your testimony, because I
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          2  said that, you know, we would like to see the

          3  Harvard University project do a study in

          4  collaboration with groups in New York City and

          5  that's, and you basically said that, right here, in

          6  your, if  --

          7                 DR. FLATEAU:  Yes.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  Not your

          9  opening statement, the second  --

         10                 DR. FLATEAU:  Yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  Second

         12  paragraph.

         13                 DR. FLATEAU:  Great minds think alike

         14  Mr. Chair.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  I hear that.

         16  Well, thank you very much Doctor.

         17                 DR. FLATEAU:  Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Okay.  Next,

         19  we're going  --

         20                 DR. FLATEAU:  Continue your

         21  leadership.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Next, we're

         23  going to hear from Diane Lowman of Black New Yorkers

         24  for Educational Excellence, Akinlabi Mackall from

         25  the Black New Yorkers for Educational Excellence and
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          2  Sol McCants, I believe McCants?  -- Say that again?

          3  The third, okay, Black New Yorkers for Educational

          4  Excellence.  Please come forward.  Ladies and gents,

          5  you may begin.  You can just push that aside and you

          6  may begin.

          7                 MR. MACKALL:  I want to thank you

          8  today for having us  --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Can you just

         10  identify yourself, if you don't mind?

         11                 MR. MACKALL:  Yes, my name is

         12  Akinlabi Mackall. I'm a member of the Coordinating

         13  Council of Black New Yorkers for Educational

         14  Excellence.  I'm going to say a few brief words

         15  before prepared statements by two of my colleagues

         16  are made.

         17                 I'm especially pleased to have heard

         18  some of the comments made by Council people with

         19  respect to kind of understanding beyond the surface

         20  the relevant, some of the salient issues regarding

         21  the report that we heard discussed today.

         22                 As important as the issue of

         23  segregation and resegregation is, we're in a City in

         24  which there are perhaps 600 plus thousand children

         25  of African ancestry, as well as hundreds of
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          2  thousands of children of Latino ancestry in a 1.1

          3  million student population.

          4                 As such, regardless of how the

          5  musical chairs, so to speak, are moved around, we

          6  still have a majority population that is not being

          7  represented in the curriculum, within the

          8  instructional, pedagogical arenas or financially in

          9  terms of the schools in which they are located.

         10                 There has been testimony that cited

         11  the fact that perhaps less than 20 percent of the

         12  student population that's white are in, in, excuse

         13  me, the majority, three- fourths of the student

         14  population that's white are in less than 20 percent

         15  of the schools in the City.

         16                 Some of these issues are, we think,

         17  much more part of the crux of the problem and we see

         18  the solution set is, yes, a part involved on the

         19  financial level and we hope people with respect to

         20  the Campaign for Fiscal Equity and other financial

         21  decisions can make moves in that area.  But, it is

         22  most critical to have what we consider afflective

         23  (phonetic) issues that will help students feel much

         24  clearer and much more comfortable with themselves.

         25  Attitudes that empower students, curricula,
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          2  pedagogical approaches within the schools that

          3  address those issues are much more fundamental.

          4                 So, toward that end, what we try to

          5  suggest is that there are some things that must end

          6  what I call this critical confluence of pernicious

          7  educational policies.  This is a confluence that is

          8  at the federal, state and city level.

          9                 Those issues include the transference

         10  of this policy of weeding out black teachers.  A

         11  policy of eliminating black school administrators

         12  and Latino school administrators. That must be

         13  reversed.  We've recently read in this, in this

         14  calendar year about academic efforts, excuse me,

         15  efforts to recruit by the Chancellor and the City,

         16  to recruit teachers from liberal arts and other

         17  schools, even pay for their housing costs.

         18                 When you look percentage- wise at the

         19  numbers of those teachers that represent the

         20  populations of, in this City of children, you see in

         21  the single digits the representation.  So, there is

         22  not a consistent effort to recruit that we think

         23  will allow for students to actually to see as role

         24  models people who look like them and have similar

         25  cultural backgrounds.  So, you need to bring in more
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          2  black teachers, more Latino teachers and not simply

          3  continue to increase this policy of weeding out and

          4  discrimination.

          5                 Additionally, if we want to have

          6  transformational change, the curriculum itself must

          7  not reinforce white supremacy. So, very briefly, in

          8  closing, I'll just say two specific suggestions that

          9  black New Yorkers for Educational Excellence makes

         10  is that we need a across the board, an across the

         11  board curriculum.  We call it a liberating

         12  curriculum, the underground railroad curriculum is

         13  one, in which it is culturally centered on the

         14  student's historical experience and in their present

         15  lives. A curriculum that will allow them to feel

         16  empowered and to be motivated to move towards

         17  excellence in their own right.

         18                 Additionally, with a curriculum of

         19  that nature, you're going to have to have

         20  professional development, which allows teachers to

         21  become much more culturally competent than they are.

         22    So, that is a dual curriculum and culturally

         23  competent move.

         24                 Additionally, there should be schools

         25  within the system, not charter schools, but schools
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          2  within the Board of Education, the Department of

          3  Education, which are liberating in that they

          4  actually practice what we're discussing now, African

          5  centered, Latino- centered schools in which there

          6  are both student- centered educational approaches

          7  and parent involvement at a high level.  I won't say

          8  more now about either of those issues, because

          9  parent involvement and some of the other things will

         10  be covered by my colleagues, but I want to thank you

         11  for the opportunity to address this issue at this

         12  time.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Well, thank you

         14  for coming in and giving your testimony.  We'll hear

         15  from your colleagues. Just identify yourself before

         16  you begin.

         17                 MS. LOWMAN:  Good afternoon.  I'm

         18  Diane Lowman, I'm also a member of Black New Yorkers

         19  for Educational Excellence.  I, myself, am a product

         20  of the New York City public school system.  I'm an

         21  education activist, a parent, whose been totally

         22  engaged in the education of my children within this

         23  system for the past 30 years.  It is as a parent

         24  that I will speak to you this afternoon.

         25                 Racial transformation and the
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          2  changing nature of segregation put out by The Civil

          3  Rights Project at Harvard University this year again

          4  brings to the public arena the issue of segregation.

          5    The issue of segregation is moot.  It is only a

          6  byproduct of a larger problem, institutional racism

          7  and a system of government that supports it.

          8  Demographics in New York City make desegregation

          9  impossible.  Education is a liberation of my people,

         10  the process by which the economic barriers will

         11  change and allow for equity as a people.

         12                 I believe that education is a human

         13  right, not just a civil right.  I should not have to

         14  ask that my child be afforded a quality education

         15  that will develop him to his full potential,

         16  whatever that may be.  It is not up to the dominant

         17  society and its laws to determine who will be

         18  educated and who will not be.

         19                 Education is the right of the

         20  individual.  The needs of people of African ancestry

         21  in America has moved beyond civil rights.  Rather

         22  than expose our children to more of the horrors of

         23  racism by forcing them on white communities and

         24  educators who do not want them there and think them

         25  inferior, we'd rather, we need equity, equal
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          2  resources, buildings that are not dilapidated, a

          3  curriculum that is culturally competent and develops

          4  the child to his full potential, text books,

          5  qualified black teachers who love our children,

          6  schools that are of the community and open to it and

          7  meaningful parental involvement.

          8                 As a parent of students of the system

          9  past and present, I know the damage done to them by

         10  the system, especially our male children.  My son

         11  entered school a well mannered, happy and eager four

         12  year- old, prepared to learn, as were his sisters.

         13  He encountered people who said about dismantling

         14  him.  I saw him unlearn, heard educators tell him

         15  that he had too much pride, that he would not be

         16  educated in this building and that the Bronx does

         17  not produce high school graduates.

         18                 My son was abused physically,

         19  psychologically and emotionally.  Going to school

         20  turned him into an angry young man who no longer

         21  felt good about himself or his potential and had

         22  been robbed of his ability to dream.  It took

         23  finding a nurturing education environment, not an

         24  easy task today, to begin the work of undoing what

         25  schools had done.  I know that my son now is among
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          2  thousands of students of African ancestry who are

          3  victims of the school system.  I've come to

          4  understand the plight of all children forced into a

          5  system that has never had the intention of educating

          6  them and the insidious manner in which it sets about

          7  destroying children of African ancestry.

          8                 Our children attend schools in which

          9  they are criminalized and the police are in control.

         10    Their presence there is only to provide labor for

         11  the prison industrial complex and military service

         12  in a system that was never designed to educate them.

         13    Evident in that almost 700,000 children are failed

         14  by this system annually, the majority being of

         15  African ancestry.

         16                 In preparing our children for

         17  adulthood and life, it is imperative that they be

         18  educated, that they begin their adult lives as whole

         19  adults, not people fragmented by a racist system.

         20  Therefore, if and when this body intervenes on

         21  behalf of our children, do so not on failed

         22  initiatives, but with what will truly benefit them

         23  and what is really needed.

         24                 In closing, I'd like to remind the

         25  Members of an African saying, represented by the
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          2  Sankofa symbol, it simply means we look to the past

          3  to understand the present and build the future,

          4  resurrecting segregation is resurrecting the past.

          5  Thank you for the opportunity.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you Ms.

          7  Lowman.  If you, you read your testimony, I hope you

          8  have an opportunity to present it formally in

          9  writing to us, we would like to have it in writing.

         10  You have it already?  Very good.  Council Member.

         11  Okay, excellent.

         12                 MR. McCANTS:  Good afternoon Council

         13  Members.  My name is Sol McCants.  I'm a lifelong

         14  citizen of this City, a parent of several male

         15  children that have gone through the public school

         16  system and I had to fight to do that.  I'm a product

         17  of the public school system after being proudly put

         18  out of Catholic school for responding and correcting

         19  a nun about something she said about the bible.  So,

         20  therefore, I have my opinions about private school.

         21                 I was born in the  '50's.  As a teen,

         22  I protested against segregation and marched in the

         23   '60's.  Suffered through Nixon and Reagan and Bush

         24  through the  '70's and  '80's and I'm fully aware of

         25  the American apartheid system, which is now on
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          2  steroids and white denial is on steroids plus.

          3  Okay, I, you know, you hear these things and they,

          4  and unfortunately it bothers me when people ask for

          5  studies because, you know, we know what's going on.

          6  They know what's going on, okay.  That goes for the

          7  official academics that are going to ask for these

          8  studies. They never come to us and study and ask,

          9  when these studies happen, my bell doesn't ring,

         10  okay.

         11                 The way, we live in gated communities

         12  and ungated communities that are segregated.  I live

         13  in Queens.  To just to give you a brief idea,

         14  Creedmoore, you know, it was the mental hospitals,

         15  the kind of things kids kid about has been, part of

         16  it's been sold off and it's there's a gated

         17  community there. That's Padovan's district.  The

         18  other side has been sold off and he's got an

         19  educational complex for white folks in Belrose

         20  because Van Buren became too black.  Van Buren was

         21  one of the better schools and we had to kind of have

         22  phony relatives if you wanted to go to Van Buren and

         23  you know what I'm talking about.

         24                 You asked questions earlier and I'm

         25  going to answer it in reference to certain schools.
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          2  Well, Jamaica High serves Jamaica Estates.  Jamaica

          3  Estates got white folks in it and it was turning a

          4  little bit of brown on one side and too many brown

          5  kids been, what we call Hillside South, part of

          6  South Jamaica became too black and too Indian, so

          7  they built Hillcrest High.  That's segregation right

          8  there.  Though it's a new school, had a nice new

          9  track on the front of it, kids couldn't use it

         10  because the white teachers parked their cars on the

         11  running track.  That's segregation and mistreatment

         12  and abuse of our children.

         13                 I'm also a ski instructor, which is a

         14  myth, you know, and enlighten white folks on the bus

         15  sometimes because they didn't think I could ski and

         16  they would say, well, gee, you just come here to

         17  mind the bus until we get up onto the double diamond

         18  slopes.  So, segregation is hurting white folk.

         19  It's hurt our olympic team, because we would have

         20  had hungry black folks skiing down there, you'd

         21  probably have more gold medals.  But, this is

         22  segregation, okay.

         23                 Also, what they do, I've learned by

         24  being a ski instructor and a coach is something

         25  called the Olympic Training Center.  It's free to
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          2  everybody as a school group.  You can take them up

          3  on weekends.  You know, there's what they call,

          4  there's four televisions in the whole complex, which

          5  you could have study groups and so on and enlighten

          6  kids what's available to them. But, in our schools,

          7  they don't talk about that.  They only tell our kids

          8  about the jive resorts in the Poconos.  So, what's

          9  available to them is not.

         10                 There's a business in segregation.

         11  There's a business in no big contracts.  I am a

         12  certified minority business.  No big contracts means

         13  I don't get hired.  It means that when I go speak to

         14  classes, and I do, I'm a photographer, I volunteer,

         15  I talk to art classes, because I'm a graduate of the

         16  high school of music and art.  I believe in giving

         17  back to kids and tell them that, you know, there is,

         18  there is work in these disciplines.

         19                 But, you know what? The kids see

         20  through that because the no big contracts for the

         21  advertising was given to white firms, not even part

         22  of this City.  So, we have a Commissioner that's

         23  investigating, the Human Rights Commission

         24  investigating Madison Avenue won't investigate the

         25  department of miseducation in violating, you know,
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          2  minority contracting and bidding rules and, that

          3  have been put in place supposedly to promote

          4  business.

          5                 Because, you know why, these kids

          6  come up and say, can I work for you on weekends, I

          7  can't hire them if I don't have the contract to have

          8  the money to pay for them.  I don't believe in

          9  taking labor for free.  I believe in teaching them

         10  something, the value of a dollar, their labor is

         11  valued.  I don't believe in donating and people like

         12  to abuse our children and say donate these services

         13  and then use them and they, use their, no, I believe

         14  in paying them.

         15                 This thing is just going on so far

         16  and it's like gloated over.  No big contract is, if

         17  you want to look at it, look at Randall's Island,

         18  there was an article in the news, all right.  I ran

         19  track in that place.  What the hell you doing, no

         20  big contract on my park and then you take my other

         21  park, McCoon's (phonetic) Park, from me for a

         22  corporate baseball stadium.

         23                 What is that saying to the kids that

         24  come after me that play in them parks that I'm part

         25  of, that I feel close to? Because, if they're
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          2  playing in the park, they can't be playing on the

          3  roof of my car.  They can't be damaging my property.

          4    They can't be hurting themselves swinging from

          5  fire escapes because they're in the park.  But,

          6  unfortunately, Steinbrenner and Bloomberg have fixed

          7  that.  You know, a little smiling racists I call

          8  them.

          9                 I'm going to close on this, there's

         10  also racist curricula.  When people don't see

         11  themselves and understand themselves and also begin

         12  to understand others, we get inept idiots like this

         13  c minus in the White House that had to be told there

         14  are black folks in Brazil.  It's shameful.  We're

         15  the laughing stock of the world, unfortunately.

         16                 The other thing is that these kids,

         17  because I, I've spent a lot of time going into these

         18  schools and advocate for these kids voluntarily.

         19  These kids understand and see things.  They're

         20  seeing one thing, they're being criminalized,

         21  they're being brutalized and they have a choice,

         22  either be part of the forced publique (phonetic) or

         23  be in the jail under the forced publique.

         24                 Now, most of you have been

         25  miseducated, you don't know what the forced publique
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          2  is.  It goes back to the Congo. These were black

          3  mercenaries that turned on their own people at the

          4  behest of King Leopold if they didn't pull out

          5  enough rubber, they would cut the hands off of their

          6  fellow citizens.  They would brutalize them, they

          7  would rape and so on.  So, in other words, all these

          8  jungle movies you saw in the  '50's and  '60's, just

          9  reverse the enemy and understand what's going on.

         10                 I think it's time that we have a

         11  definite change. I think we need to really look at

         12  the business of segregation. It's time to end the

         13  business of segregation because it hurts our

         14  country.  We're not producing anything.  We're not

         15  tapping the best talent.  You know, just like those,

         16  you don't know that these white kids are failing

         17  because they're hidden, well I ride the bus with

         18  them.  They do more damage than our kids,

         19  shamefully.  I mean, I've got figures and facts and

         20  we're basically, as security says, we're putting our

         21  country at risk.

         22                 So, in other words, if a kid wants to

         23  ride a ferry boat and he's kept out, well maybe you

         24  get the pill popping captain that just basically

         25  killed a few of your folks.  I think we really need
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          2  to strongly look at it.  It's hurting us.

          3  Segregation and racism killed my friends on 9/11 and

          4  you're still profiting off of 9/11.  It's shameful.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  We want to  --

          6                 MR. McCANTS:  I'll close with that

          7  and, like I said, if you want, I can bring the shoes

          8  that I walked when I did picketing as a kid.  I take

          9  this very seriously and we need to go forward.

         10                 In reference to religious schools, in

         11  Brooklyn, you know, just to show you how people

         12  live, this study, inadequacy of this study, in Crown

         13  Heights, you know, you got white Jews living next to

         14  us, okay, but they don't go to the school.  They

         15  disappear when it comes to coming to our school.

         16                 In Richmond Hill, where I live, the

         17  white folks disappear when, by the time it gets to

         18  high school, they're not there.  Go look at Richmond

         19  Hill High and go look at Franklin K. Lane, it looks

         20  nothing like what you look like when you cross Wood

         21  Haven.  Wood Haven is between them two neighborhoods

         22  where these kids disappear to.  They're going to

         23  some school  --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Well, Mr.  --

         25                 MR. McCANTS:  --  But they're not
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          2  getting educated properly.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Mr. McCants and

          4  Ms. Lowman and Mr. Mackall, let me just thank all of

          5  you for coming in and testifying on this very

          6  important subject as members of Black New Yorkers

          7  for Educational Excellence.  We look forward to

          8  working with you because obviously, you know, all

          9  the different opinions and thoughts and input will

         10  help to shape the type of educational system that we

         11  all desire.  So, I want to thank you for coming and

         12  giving testimony.

         13                 Unfortunately, I would allow you to

         14  continue, but we have to be out of here by a certain

         15  time and we have other people to give testimony, so

         16  I'm trying to keep it all within the context of the

         17  time frame that we have.  Thank you.  I appreciate

         18  it.  Thank you very much.

         19                 Next, we'll hear from Sam Anderson

         20  and Cecilia Blewer from ICOPE, that's The

         21  Independent Commission on Public Education.  Please

         22  come forward.

         23                 Then, after this, we have one last

         24  panel, because we have to  --  ladies and gents, let

         25  me just explain to you, we're sort of stuck between
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          2  a rock and a hard place.  They're setting up for a

          3  program and they have staff members of the, not the

          4  City Council, but the City Hall, in order to move

          5  stuff into this room to prepare for another event

          6  that's taking place next door in the chambers.  So,

          7  to the extent possible, if you can, you know, be as

          8  brief as possible, but making all of the points that

          9  you need to make.  Thank you.

         10                 DR. ANDERSON:  Okay.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Just identify

         12  yourself and you may begin.

         13                 DR. ANDERSON:  Yes, my name is Sam

         14  Anderson.  I am a native Brooklynite and a professor

         15  for the past 40 years, primarily around Mathematics

         16  and Black History.  I'm currently a Professor at New

         17  York University and I'm a member of The Independent

         18  Commission on Public Education.

         19                 I'd just like to start off

         20  contextualizing.  We heard a lot today and want to

         21  contextualize what you'll hear from Cecilia with

         22  this bit of reality.  Out of the 2006 one hundred

         23  black kindergartners, only 40 will make it through

         24  to the ninth grade, to high school.  Out of the 40

         25  who will make it to high school, only about 15 or 16
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          2  will graduate from high school on time.  Out of the

          3  15 or 16 who will be high school students, high

          4  school student grads, at most, six will go on to

          5  college.  Out of the six who will go on to college,

          6  at best, three will graduate from a four- year

          7  institution within six years and only one of them

          8  will be a black male.

          9                 That's the context in which all of

         10  this discussion we had today is, should be looked

         11  upon.  That is one of the major contexts.  We can do

         12  the same breakdown for Latino students also. This

         13  is, this is a state of emergency.  The issue of

         14  segregation, as was stated earlier by Diane Lowman,

         15  is a moot question in New York City when you have

         16  this reality on top of the reality of who is a New

         17  Yorker in terms of the number of white folks to get

         18  distributed around in terms of integration.

         19                 It's also in this context that the

         20  Independent Commission on Public Education was

         21  formed.  We recognized a few years back the, that

         22  the issues of civil rights and education in the

         23  United States has been exhausted and that, that laws

         24  have been passed and things have been implemented,

         25  both locally, statewide and federal, but the
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          2  persistence of miseducation and racism, structural

          3  racism within the public school system is, is

          4  essential to understand.  It's been around and it's

          5  still here, deepening, deepening itself.

          6                 So, we felt that when we looked at

          7  the rest of the world, the rest of the world makes,

          8  is making an effort to embrace education as a human

          9  right.  Just briefly, what that means is, parents

         10  and students and community participate in decision-

         11  making at all levels of the system, not top down

         12  pronouncements by the Mayor and Chancellor, not

         13  mayoral control. Mayoral control is antithetical to

         14  human rights, because it's all in one person's hands

         15  no matter what party they're from.

         16                 Curriculum and instruction aimed at

         17  developing the few, the full human potential of each

         18  child.  Now, what we have, is a narrow range of

         19  skills prepping for high stakes tests.  We don't

         20  have critical thinking, intellectual encouragement,

         21  cultural programs embedded within the daily life of

         22  every single child in this City.  That's a human

         23  rights violation.

         24                 Safe and supportive schools, not

         25  overcrowded classroom buildings and prison- like
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          2  security procedures.  We don't need that.  I went to

          3  school here in New York City and I did not have to

          4  go through a metal detector and I went to school

          5  when there were gangs in the City and we didn't have

          6  metal detectors.  We didn't have police in the

          7  schools.  There were internal mechanisms for

          8  disciplining children in that time and that's

          9  something that we need to look at very, very

         10  carefully and bring back.

         11                 Equity, not a tiered system, sorting

         12  children by race, class, gender and home language.

         13  That's what we have now. We have that.  We have that

         14  both within "integrated schools" and within schools

         15  that are predominantly black and Latino and Asian.

         16                 Authentic assessments, not high

         17  stakes testing. There are a myriad of ways of

         18  authentically assessing the child's intellectual

         19  development that is not being used in this City and

         20  that we have used in the past and that we need to

         21  institute that. High stakes testing is a violation

         22  of one's human rights.

         23                 Real accountability with

         24  transparency, openness to community monitoring,

         25  timely remedy of problems, not corporate style
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          2  secrecy and lack of responses and also corporate

          3  style bum rushing where you have, Bloomberg and

          4  Klein have a coterie of lawyers that will handle all

          5  of the things that when they make a pronouncement

          6  and it's a little bit messy, they'll have their

          7  battery of lawyers that you have to attest to.  That

          8  is a fundamental violation of one's human rights.

          9  We need to be involved in the day- to- day process

         10  of public education.

         11                 Respect for fully informed family

         12  decision- making, not coercive use of child

         13  protection services or immigration authorities,

         14  which we see increasingly happening throughout the

         15  City as our children in the public school system

         16  become more and more children of immigrants.  We see

         17  the use of the immigration services and the child

         18  protection agencies as a way of dividing and

         19  destroying families, a way of making, guaranteeing

         20  that you have this fear factor within a school.

         21                 So, it's in that context that we have

         22  formed the Independent Commission on Public

         23  Education and out of that, what we're saying is that

         24  we have the expertise and the desire to envision and

         25  develop a new school system, an entirely new school
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          2  system based on anti- racism and education as a

          3  human right.  In order to help us do that, we helped

          4  to form two formations.

          5                 One formation is The Task Force 2009,

          6  that is focused on dealing with the mayoral issue,

          7  the sunsetting of mayoral control.  On that task

          8  force, I don't have time to read it all, we have

          9  very distinguished people on that task force who are

         10  agreeing that what we should be about is envisioning

         11  an entirely new system and writing that up and

         12  presenting that to the powers that be, the City

         13  Council here and obviously the State Assembly and

         14  other forces that will deal with the changing of

         15  fundamental change in the educational system in New

         16  York City based on human rights principles.

         17                 We also formed, at the grassroots

         18  level, in each borough, an education commission, a

         19  borough education commission, made up of parents and

         20  students and teachers and community people who will

         21  tackle, who are tackling, because they're formed,

         22  who are tackling these issues and beginning to think

         23  beyond the complaining and envisioning a new system

         24  that is based on these principles of human rights

         25  and anti- racism.  So, it's in that context that we
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          2  will hear from our colleague, Cecilia Blewer. Thank

          3  you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you Dr.

          5  Anderson.  Ms. Blewer.

          6                 MS. BLEWER:  A half a century ago,

          7  when Brown v. Board of Education addressed the

          8  segregationist policies of southern school

          9  districts, it was addressing an opportunity gap

         10  between well funded white schools and poorly funded

         11  black schools as a product of the Jim Crow laws.

         12  Desegregation was ordered as the means to end this

         13  disparity.

         14                 We should naturally be suspicious of

         15  segregationist tendencies in our City's schools.  As

         16  the Harvard Civil Rights Project indicates,

         17  apartheid schools are strongly correlated with

         18  income and language and low educational levels. But,

         19  if we stop our analysis at levels of diversity or

         20  separation, we will be missing the forest for the

         21  trees.  That is, why do we still believe that

         22  communities of color require the presence of whites

         23  in their schools in order to achieve educational

         24  adequacy?

         25                 Most, but not all, of the answer is
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          2  the long history of structural racism in our school

          3  systems and how it continues to shape the

          4  opportunities of children.  Our school system was

          5  set up explicitly to function as a sorting system,

          6  determining which children received what kind of

          7  education and it is still functioning that same way

          8  today.  The current chances of a black male child

          9  entering a public school kindergarten in New York

         10  City and graduating college 17 years later is one

         11  percent, as you've heard from Dr. Anderson.

         12                 Underfunding schools with a majority

         13  of black and brown children is only one technique to

         14  undermine their education.  Desegregation is itself

         15  only one technique to correct this problem.  In some

         16  ways, the Campaign for Fiscal Equity lawsuit is

         17  acting as the current means to end the racism of

         18  underfunding a school system serving mostly black

         19  and brown children.

         20                 But, what we have now in this City is

         21  a set of mechanisms undermining the education of

         22  black and brown youth, which is more complex and

         23  subtle than the crude and obvious Jim Crow, but it

         24  is just as effective.  Indeed, many parents and

         25  community members are now concerned that a CFE

                                                            156

          1  COMMITTEES ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDUCATION

          2  remedy in the form of a "blank check to the Mayor"

          3  will not only fail to address the conditions which

          4  it is supposed to remedy, but may, in fact, fuel the

          5  mechanisms in place, which deny black and brown

          6  children their constitutional and human right to

          7  education.

          8                 Underlying forces within the

          9  education system, which results in segregation and

         10  the racialized rationing of educational

         11  opportunities include the following kinds of

         12  practices:

         13                 The inappropriate use of the

         14  libertarian choice model, favoring middle class

         15  whites, where a host of factors, like the ability to

         16  work personal and school networks on behalf of one's

         17  child favor the already privileged allocation of

         18  scarce high school and middle school seats in

         19  desirable schools.

         20                 At the opposite end of the scale are

         21  the dumping ground schools for the totally

         22  disenfranchised.  In between are schools whose

         23  features like metal detectors keep them out of

         24  consideration by the already privileged even if

         25  other aspects of the schools meet acceptable
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          2  standards.  As an example of this is actually in my

          3  school district, is a school in the Martin Luther

          4  King complex on the Upper West Side, which attracts

          5  few families from the surrounding area, even though

          6  one of these schools inside has an attractive

          7  relationship with Hunter College.  In other words,

          8  families choosing the Hunter High School of Math and

          9  Science do so with a psychic cost attached.

         10                 Another means is tracking into

         11  programs like Gifted and Talented, which

         12  automatically creates an underclass of existing

         13  general ed. Programs sharing their buildings.

         14                 I want to ask you to consider what it

         15  is like and nobody asks this question, what is it

         16  like for a child in a school where there is a gifted

         17  and talented program, to be in the general education

         18  class.  I was in one of those schools and the

         19  teachers would tell you, the children by age second

         20  grade ask, why am I not gifted and talented?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  I'm sorry.  Let

         22  just apologize to you, but based on the time and the

         23  factors that we have confronting us, I cannot allow

         24  you to read your testimony. I'm going to ask you,

         25  can you just please sort of summarize, because I do
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          2  want to, we have other people here and I apologize,

          3  it's just we've literally almost run out of time.

          4  So, I'm going to ask, can you just summarize, so

          5  that we have an opportunity for the other people to

          6  be able to say what they have to say?  We do have

          7  your written testimony though.

          8                 MS. BLEWER:  That's fine.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Okay, thank

         10  you.

         11                 MS. BLEWER:  What we are saying is

         12  that there is a, an underlying infrastructural

         13  problem here.  The problem isn't simply underfunding

         14  schools.  It is not simply segregation.  It is the

         15  disempowerment of most of our communities in this

         16  City. Mayoral control is only amplifying this.

         17                 In order to get our communities to

         18  have good schools, we have to have the political and

         19  social infrastructure to make it happen.  It is

         20  going to take sustained democratic fighting to make

         21  that happen.  We do not have that governance system

         22  in place.  We do not have the aims of education or

         23  the kinds of schools envisioned in place.  It is

         24  going to take, as Sam said, a total overhaul, soup

         25  to nuts, so that we're not interested in, in this,

                                                            159

          1  COMMITTEES ON CIVIL RIGHTS AND EDUCATION

          2  this discussion, really, of segregation or we

          3  believe that all black schools can be just

          4  excellent.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Well, I look

          6  forward to working with ICOPE.  I'm on your e- mail

          7  list, so I get to read all of the information.  Sam,

          8  if you could give Jan the information of who the

          9  individuals are on your panel looking at the end of

         10  mayoral control in 2009, because we want to be able

         11  to work with you all and to maybe have some

         12  discussions.  I wish I had more time to listen to

         13  your testimony and have a discussion, but I'm sorry,

         14  we've literally almost run out of time and I need to

         15  hear from these other people.  Thank you very much.

         16                 DR. ANDERSON:  Thank you.

         17                 MS. BLEWER:  Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Deborah

         19  Brunson.  She is the Educators Against Academic

         20  Genocide and Racism.  Isis, Isis, okay, Educators

         21  Against Academic Genocide and Racial, what? Racism,

         22  okay, I'm sorry.  Betty Davis, New Abolitionist

         23  Movement. And, last, Dee Harrison, a public school

         24  parent.  Is Ms. Harrison here?  Okay, come up Ms.

         25  Harrison, please.  Okay.  Ladies, you can begin,
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          2  please in any order you wish.  Just identify

          3  yourself and please begin.

          4                 I'm going to ask you if you have any

          5  written testimony to please submit it.  I'm going to

          6  ask you, understanding and I do apologize, I just

          7  don't have any more time.  I'd like to hear from

          8  each and every one of you, so if you can summarize

          9  the key points that you want to make and if you have

         10  any written testimony or if you wish to later submit

         11  testimony, we'll be glad to take it.  Please accept

         12  my apology before you begin.

         13                 MS. BRUNSON:  Okay.  I'm going to try

         14  to make my presentation brief, but I want you to get

         15  some serious pictures from me as a former classroom

         16  teacher, because I was terminated, but I'll get to

         17  that later.

         18                 While grading Regents exams, your

         19  white colleagues, quote unquote, laughing at student

         20  responses to essay questions.  Another scenario,

         21  computers waiting to be installed in computer

         22  centers being placed in car trunks to go off to the

         23  suburbs.  Another scenario, a library that served

         24  the school population is closed so the librarian can

         25  be reassigned to pull two or three students out of
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          2  the class for "resource room." Another scenario, a

          3  young African American female being told she should

          4  join the school's GED class or she wouldn't graduate

          5  until she is 21.  Subsequently, she is dropped from

          6  this program and left to find her own alternative.

          7  Okay, I just wanted to put that out there, so you

          8  would know exactly what's going on in our schools.

          9                 With regard to myself, as I said, I

         10  was part of the New York City department of

         11  miseducation, but I was terminated, basically

         12  because I am a quality teacher and I did my job and

         13  my students did perform well.  They passed the

         14  Regents, they developed their skills so they went on

         15  to high school and college and were placed in higher

         16  levels than they were, for instance, in junior high

         17  school, I had special education students who were,

         18  what they call mainstreamed into general education

         19  classes and did perform very well.

         20                 My high school students went on to

         21  college and surprised their college professors

         22  because they actually had writing schools, which

         23  high school students were led to believe they didn't

         24  have.  So, that's the kind of teacher that I am and

         25  that's the kind of teacher that was removed from the
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          2  public school system.  I just wanted to throw that

          3  out to you.

          4                 Okay, I'm going end that, end there,

          5  because I will present a much more defined statement

          6  later on.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

          8                 MS. ANKOSAR (phonetic):  Good

          9  afternoon, my name is Isis S. Ankosar and I will

         10  make this very brief.  I am an academic person.  I

         11  graduated from the public schools in New York City,

         12  Washington Irving.  So, I know very well what the

         13  public schools are capable of and what they're not

         14  doing.

         15                 I've lived and, I was born and raised

         16  in Harlem. So, I'm a Harlemite.  I've also taught in

         17  other school districts in other states.  When I

         18  returned to New York I was amazed, that when I left

         19  I thought it had the premiere educational system and

         20  when I came back, I felt it was so antiquated and

         21  outdated and outmoded, I couldn't stand it.  But,

         22  you try to work within the confines of what you're

         23  dealing with, so I did.

         24                 I'm a licensed social studies teacher

         25  and I also teach English.  I'm also a licensed
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          2  guidance counselor.  To my dismay, the City of New

          3  York found that I was not capable, these are very

          4  emotional kinds of things, especially when you know

          5  that you are a good teacher and you see students on

          6  the street who love you, you don't even remember

          7  their names and that you try to work with the

          8  students, not on per session or per diem, but after

          9  school to try to help them develop the skills that

         10  they need in order to be successful individuals.

         11                 You also try to work with the

         12  parents, which we did at Morris High School, some of

         13  us, to try to help empower them so they could help

         14  their own students, to let them know that they are

         15  tax payers and that the Mayor and the Chancellor and

         16  everyone else should be accountable to these people

         17  because they are paying the taxes.  They have

         18  rights.  We are advocates of student rights and we

         19  are advocates of parents' rights.

         20                 Therefore, I'd like to say one thing.

         21    There's a number of things that needs to be done.

         22  One, the eurocenter, antiquated curriculum needs to

         23  be restructured, done away with. We have so many

         24  different people in this City from different

         25  cultural backgrounds that is unbelievable.  They
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          2  speak different languages.  Why shouldn't all our

          3  children be able to speak at least one or two

          4  language fluently?

          5                 Why shouldn't our children understand

          6  how it is to start their own businesses?  Why

          7  shouldn't our children be able to incorporate their

          8  skills in terms of arts into what they do every

          9  single day?  Why shouldn't our children be exposed

         10  to things outside of their block, like skiing?  Why

         11  shouldn't our children have the same advantages that

         12  other children have from white districts?  Why

         13  shouldn't that happen and why are teachers and non-

         14  teaching staff terminated because they are advocates

         15  for these children?  I need to know that.  Why are

         16  they terminated on trumped up charges that have

         17  absolutely nothing whatsoever to do with anything?

         18  Why is that?  No one can possibly tell me.

         19                 I love these children and they love

         20  us.  I've worked very hard to make sure that these

         21  children improve their self- image, which most

         22  people are not doing.  If you don't do it, then they

         23  go into the prisons.  The prisons are privatized.  I

         24  know, I have a nephew in one of them.  They charge

         25  him for rent every day.  So, when you talk about
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          2  these kids, you talk about them like they are little

          3  goats.  They're not, they're human beings.  They

          4  have a lot of potential.

          5                 When I look at them, I see a sea of

          6  potential.  I see astronauts, I see entrepreneurs.

          7  Okay.  I see all of these things.  We need to

          8  structure a curriculum that will help them see

          9  themselves better and that will empower their

         10  parents and that will make the principals

         11  accountable to the public and make the Mayor and

         12  also the Chancellor, who lacks the expertise and

         13  knowledge, to do the same.  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

         15  Just press the button.

         16                 MS. DAVIS:  Thank you for the

         17  opportunity to address this party this morning, or

         18  rather this afternoon now. I'm Betty Davis.  I have

         19  41 years service to the board of miseducation of New

         20  York City.  I'm also a product of the school system.

         21                 Just one statistic, in Staten, well,

         22  I don't want to give the district, but there's a

         23  district in New York City where black and Latino

         24  people are only two percent of the school system,

         25  but they received 80 percent of the unsatisfactory
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          2  ratings.  Some of them received some of these

          3  ratings without ever having had an observation from

          4  a licensed supervisor.  This is what we mean by

          5  ethnic cleansing of the system in New York City.

          6  You can document this.

          7                 One of the things I hope Sam's task

          8  force will do is to start the documentation process

          9  by forcing the Board of Ed. To give up some of the

         10  records.  It is very interesting that this ethnic

         11  cleansing parallels the anticipation of additional

         12  funds coming from the Committee for Fiscal Equity.

         13                 In other words, you don't want people

         14  who are accountable to the community in community

         15  schools to make sure that the money goes to the

         16  students population that it is intended for.  So, as

         17  a member of the New Abolitionist Movement, as a

         18  member of BINY (phonetic), as a member EAGER

         19  (phonetic), the New Abolitionist Movement believes

         20  it was founded by people who were actually

         21  incarcerated fighting for the first black and Latino

         22  educators in New York City.  They didn't just march,

         23  they paid with their lives.

         24                 What we are saying is, without

         25  accountability, which is really what community
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          2  control is all about, without community control, it

          3  doesn't matter if you have segregation or

          4  integration.  I believe this is what Mr. Anderson

          5  meant when they talked about having to have a system

          6  of governance.  That system of governance must

          7  include some kind of vehicle for accountability for

          8  the budget.

          9                 As a principal who was removed when

         10  she asked for an audit of her school records, that

         11  is the crux of the problem in New York City and you

         12  already know that.  You know the problem, you know

         13  the solution.  What you need is to empower the

         14  community to take care of their own human rights.

         15  Education is not just a civil right, as has been

         16  stated here, it is a socioeconomic right and

         17  therefore, without socioeconomic rights, you don't

         18  have political or civil rights.

         19                 The school budget for New York City

         20  is the 18th largest budget in the world.  Therefore,

         21  you cannot afford to empower 80 percent blacks and

         22  Latinos to control that type of budget because they

         23  could do away with white supremacy in New York.  So,

         24  it is a political issue and it has to step outside

         25  of the democratic and republican parties, which is
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          2  really a one party system.

          3                 Therefore, we are calling for an

          4  acknowledgment that the issue of white supremacy and

          5  the whole structure that it's founded on needs to

          6  have community control and we need it now.  We also

          7  need a curriculum that empowers people as Paolo

          8  Lofrea and John Dewey spoke of to be able to come up

          9  with problem solving education.

         10                 Any person you interview in this City

         11  can tell you what the problems are.  What they need

         12  is a vehicle for learning how to solve those

         13  problems and this is what John Dewey and Paolo

         14  Lofrea were talking about.  Therefore, I don't care

         15  if you call it a black history or white history,

         16  Jewish history, what we want is to teach people the

         17  truth.

         18                 You have books written by this latest

         19  gentleman called Zin (phonetic), you have Chompsey's

         20  (phonetic) book dealing with the economics of

         21  America.  Teach people the economics of America.

         22  Teach people their true history.  Let the Pols know

         23  what's going on, let the Jews know what's going on.

         24  Teach Irish history, teach Chinese history.  Teach

         25  everybody's history, but tell it like it really
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          2  happened and then you educate people on how to solve

          3  the problems.  That's the New Abolitionist

          4  Movement's position and thank you for an opportunity

          5  to say it.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Well, thank you

          7  for coming in and giving testimony.  Our last

          8  witness today.

          9                 MS. HARRISON:  Thank you so much.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Last, but not

         11  least.

         12                 MS. HARRISON:  Thank you, thank you,

         13  thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  You're welcome.

         15                 MS. HARRISON:  My name is Doris

         16  Harrison and I'm a parent.  I'm going to try to very

         17  hard not to get emotional because it takes a lot of

         18  time for me to be here, running back and forth with

         19  the Department of Education.  And, it's not over my

         20  children, it's all the children in our community,

         21  not just particular one school  --  and I'm going to

         22  state a few things.

         23                 Last week, I think, we went to Staten

         24  Island with the Chancellor, where he had a meeting

         25  and this is a problem for over a year and it's funny
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          2  that this lady sit here and talk about, you know,

          3  she was a teacher.  I'm talking about a school in

          4  District 14, and I'm not going to hide to say

          5  exactly what it is and who it is, that we're here

          6  fighting for.

          7                 My son was there.  They wanted to put

          8  him in special ed. And it was a child who was like a

          9  45 average.  He couldn't hit a 60, doesn't know what

         10  it's like.  This is a school where we knew, as

         11  parents, from the beginning that this principal

         12  would not make it.  She was not capable.  We let the

         13  superintendent know.  We sent letters.  We fight.

         14  There was vindictiveness against teachers.  Got,

         15  find a way to get rid of teachers that voice their

         16  opinion that was sitting on the C30 process, got rid

         17  of them

         18                 You're talking about a school, IS49,

         19  who have lot over 20 teachers since that principal

         20  have been there.  One came in September, left in

         21  September.  My child isn't there, but I'm hearing

         22  all these stories.  As a parent, you know, out of

         23  poverty, you have to got a good education.  For me,

         24  who works so hard and other parents who fight for

         25  the children, nobody is listening.
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          2                 As much as we talk, send letters out,

          3  you talking about a school where a young girl gave

          4  birth in the bathroom. You're talking about a school

          5  who a child's jaw got broken, locked shut in an

          6  emergency room.  They have to take the child out.

          7  You're talking about parents getting up and saying,

          8  oh, we don't want this principal here.

          9                 Go to the Chancellor, send letters

         10  out to Dr. Laus (phonetic), what did she do, she

         11  tried to stop the PTA elections. She didn't, who she

         12  didn't want there, she tried to find a way,

         13  everything is in writing, okay, because we know our

         14  rights.  We fight with her.  What did she did do?

         15  Okay, September come, the news PTA president is in,

         16  give her a letter banning her from the building.

         17  Who is over these principals?  Isn't our children

         18  worth it?

         19                 My daughter went to an all white

         20  school in Manhattan, public education, PS40, I can't

         21  afford to send her. You know, I have my son, and I'm

         22  reading, this parent, okay, got the test scores,

         23  IS49, seventh on the list, okay, for eighth grade,

         24  IS49, seventh grade, seventh on the list, sixth

         25  grade, IS49, out of eight schools, they are last on
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          2  the list.  Okay, we're talking about test scores,

          3  let's go on.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  No, well, let

          5  me just focus. I understand that you're talking

          6  about the conditions in your school, but how does

          7  this relate to the issue that we're discussing

          8  today, which is, you know, the report by Harvard

          9  University, moving towards a resegregation of our

         10  schools?

         11                 MS. HARRISON:  Because, you know

         12  what? This is a school where there's basically a lot

         13  of Hispanics.  You poll a neighborhood, comes from

         14   --

         15                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Where is it

         16  located?

         17                 MS. HARRISON:  This is in, in

         18  District 14.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  In Brooklyn.

         20                 MS. HARRISON:  It's in Brooklyn.

         21  That I know of. Partially Hispanic neighborhood,

         22  very few black, poor, we're talking about poor

         23  community.  Okay?  I'm just going to summarize.

         24  Who, I was  --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Let me just ask
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          2  you, okay, so, how does that relate to the issue at

          3  hand as far as segregated school system in New York

          4  City?

          5                 MS. HARRISON:  Okay.  Segregated.  I

          6  look at it as, I have a child, just enter college,

          7  okay, black, okay, black woman, single mother.  She

          8  went to a basically white school, PS40, middle

          9  school, what do you call it? On the second, east

         10  side, all right?  The, quality education that my

         11  daughter get. She's in college now.  When you

         12  compare the two together, Councilman Jackson, you

         13  compare them, the quality education that my daughter

         14  get in the City, my children are not getting it in

         15  Brooklyn.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Okay, so, in

         17  essence, what you're giving, you're giving examples

         18  of the type  --

         19                 MS. HARRISON:  Exactly.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  Of

         21  education that was cited in the report, where, if

         22  you're in mainly a minority  --

         23                 MS. HARRISON:  Exactly.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  School, in

         25  a poor neighborhood  --
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          2                 MS. HARRISON:  Exactly.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  The

          4  education is inferior  --

          5                 MS. HARRISON:  Exactly.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  To a more,

          7  I guess, affluent white neighborhood.

          8                 MS. HARRISON:  Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  You're

         10  confirming that?

         11                 MS. HARRISON:  I'm confirming it.

         12  Saying it right here in Council.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  What do you

         14  think needs to be done?

         15                 MS. HARRISON:  You know, they need to

         16  send, when you talk about poor neighborhoods like

         17  this, okay, principals who are well qualified, who

         18  know how to do the job, not to just put somebody

         19  there to get a paycheck.  This is not only in one

         20  school.  Make phone calls, check other schools and

         21  see exactly what the level the schools are like.

         22                 You don't even talking about test

         23  scores, you talk, you know, you go in general, our

         24  children are, and it breaks my heart.  My son just

         25  moved into a school, and I'm, for example, and I
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          2  have my son growth report.  Just left this

          3  particular school and he is in Frederick Douglas in

          4  Lafayette, okay.  He is a 92.3 average, right here,

          5  92, you're talking about a child who everybody said

          6  would never make it.  Wanted to put him in a special

          7  ed. Program and here is it, you're telling me my son

          8  is running for president, okay, of his school.

          9  Something needs to be done.  Nobody is being held

         10  accountable.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Okay.  I'm

         12  gathering, you know, you sort of like are confirming

         13  some of the report findings, but also which the

         14  report findings said that you need qualified

         15  educators in our schools  --

         16                 MS. HARRISON:  Yes.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  And I think

         18  what they find is that in the schools that are not

         19  performing well that are in minority neighborhoods,

         20  you have the less qualified educators than in  --

         21                 MS. HARRISON:  Yes.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  The more

         23  affluent neighborhoods.

         24                 MS. HARRISON:  Yes.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  All right.
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          2  Well, I don't mean to cut you off, but we're way

          3  past our time.

          4                 MS. HARRISON:  Thank you very much

          5  for your  --

          6                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Let me just

          7  thank you, as a parent  --

          8                 MS. HARRISON:  --  Time.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  Coming in

         10  and giving  --

         11                 MS. HARRISON:  Yes.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  Your

         13  testimony with respect to your children and your

         14  school and comparing that to another school in which

         15  your daughter went to.  So, you made that comparison

         16    --

         17                 MS. HARRISON:  And it's overall  --

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  --  Here today.

         19                 MS. HARRISON:  --  In New York City

         20  public school. It's just not where my children, I

         21  look at where my son is at now and it's overall in

         22  New York City public schools, you know.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Let me turn to

         24  my colleague, Council Member Larry Seabrook to close

         25  us out.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SEABROOK:  First of all,

          3  I certainly want to thank all of you for coming here

          4  and giving the testimony.  It's hearing from you

          5  some of the things that we've just gotten letters

          6  from kids who are writing about not having a

          7  library, that they just closed the library in the

          8  school and said we needed the space.  The kids sent

          9  letters and, parents haven't sent letters, but the

         10  kids sent letters and said they closed the library

         11  in our school and when you close the library in the

         12  school, that's a message that you don't want anybody

         13  reading.

         14                 I certainly want to thank all of you

         15  for what you have done and given and certainly

         16  understanding, I would hope that this would be a

         17  catalyst for all of us here around this table, that

         18  we see a problem that we have to address and begin

         19  to plot a strategy for what is going to take place

         20  in 2009, because that's a mistake that was made, but

         21  it is a tremendous opportunity for us to correct the

         22  mistake and not to repeat it. So, I would hope that

         23  we would  --  thank you all for being here and thank

         24  the Members for coming.

         25                 MS. BRUNSON:  Now, I know that the
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          2  Mayor has control until 2009, but I think he should

          3  be put in check, because, again, he has done much

          4  damage in the past few years. Because he kept the

          5  media silent, he was given a chance to do much

          6  damage over the next four years, so he definitely

          7  needs to be watched.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

          9                 MS. BRUNSON:  You're welcome.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  It's  --

         11                 MS. ANKOSAR:  And Brown v. The Board

         12  of Education, please re- read Dr. Kenneth Clark's

         13  experiment, because it had a lot to do with that

         14  case with Thoroughgood Marshall, you need to re-

         15  familiarize yourself, we're just repeating history.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  Thank you.

         17                 MS. ANKOSAR:  Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON:  This Hearing is

         19  now over at 5:12 p.m.

         20                 (Meeting adjourned at 5:12 p.m.)

         21                 (Following written testimony was read

         22  into the record)

         23

         24  WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF:

         25  KHIN MAI AUNG
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          3

          4                 My name is Khin Mai Aung, and I am a

          5  staff attorney at the Asian American Legal Defense

          6  and Education Fund ("AALDEF") where I work on issues

          7  of educational equity and youth rights.  Founded in

          8  1974, AALDEF protects and promotes the civil rights

          9  of Asian Americans through litigation, legal

         10  advocacy, and community education.  Other issues in

         11  AALDEF's scope include immigrant rights, civic

         12  participation and voting rights, economic justice

         13  for workers, racially motivated violence and police

         14  misconduct, anti- trafficking, affirmative action,

         15  and language rights.

         16                 AALDEF's educational equity and youth

         17  rights project focuses on kindergarten through

         18  twelfth grade public education.  Among other

         19  concerns, our cases and policy advocacy have

         20  addressed anti- Asian violence and harassment, post

         21  9/11 profiling, school discipline, English Language

         22  Learner rights, and language access.  Through this

         23  work, we have found that racial diversity within

         24  public schools is essential to creating a well

         25  rounded learning environment for our children and
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          2  youth.

          3                 Earlier this month, AALDEF filed an

          4  amicus brief along with fifteen other Asian American

          5  youth advocates from across the country in Parents

          6  Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School

          7  District No. One and Meredith v. Jefferson County

          8  Board of Education, two companion cases before the

          9  United States Supreme Court concerning the use of

         10  race in voluntary school desegregation.  New York

         11  City based amici included the Coalition for Asian

         12  American Children and Families, South Asian Youth

         13  Action!, and the United Chinese Association of

         14  Brooklyn.  In our brief, we document how our

         15  collective experience shows that integrated schools

         16  are less likely to experience problems of racial

         17  violence in the long run, and are more likely to

         18  provide Asian American and other minority children

         19  with greater educational access and achievement.

         20                 We document anecdotes about the value

         21  of diversity from students at Lafayette High School

         22  in Bensonhurst, which is under an unprecedented

         23  federal consent decree due in large part to repeated

         24  incidents of racial harassment against Asians.

         25  Asian immigrant students from Lafayette indicated
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          2  that they felt vulnerable to harassment when they

          3  first arrived, but that over time developed cross

          4  racial friendships.  The students reported that

          5  while language barriers can lead to

          6  misunderstandings, prolonged exposure made newcomers

          7  and others alike more tolerant. However, as our

          8  experiences at Lafayette show, diversity alone is

          9  not enough- it must be supplemented by active

         10  efforts to teach students about the value of

         11  tolerance and diversity.  For example, school staff

         12  must take immediate action to curb racial

         13  harassment, as well as establish long term

         14  educational initiatives like ethnic studies

         15  curricula.

         16                 Furthermore, research shows that

         17  integrated schools also improve students' critical

         18  thinking and cognitive skills, and increase levels

         19  of academic achievement and career ambitions.

         20  Conversely, segregated schools often have less

         21  qualified teachers, greater student and faculty

         22  turnover, weaker academic curricula, and more

         23  incidents of violence.  Our brief further documents

         24  anecdotes from Asian American advocates in greater

         25  Boston, Philadelphia, Detroit, Oakland, and San
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          2  Francisco showing that Asian American students- and

          3  in particular those from low income backgrounds-

          4  benefit immensely from integration for all these

          5  reasons.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 5:12 p.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CHERYL MILLER, do hereby certify

         10  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         11  of the within proceeding.

         12                 I further certify that I am not

         13  related to any of the parties to this action by

         14  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         15  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 26th day of October 2006.
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          9            I, CHERYL MILLER, do hereby certify the

         10  aforesaid to be a true and accurate copy of the

         11  transcription of the audio tapes of this hearing.
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